AmericanFoundation 

ForTHEBLIND  inc. 


a 


^THtP 


BEACON 

A  MAGAZINE  DEVOTED 
INTERESTS   OF  THE  BLIND 


■  CONTENTS  ■ 


Some  Facts  Worth  Remembering,  by 

Ben  Purse   ...         ...         ...         ...       1 

The  Association  of  Certificated  Blind 

Masseurs      ...         ...         ...         ...       4 

Blind   Violinist's   Reception   at  Edin- 
burgh ...  ...  ...         ...       4 

Personalities  in  the  World  of  the  Blind  : 

Henry  Randolph  Latimer  ...       5 

Music  Notes        ...  ...         ...         ...       8 


A  New  Musical  Playlet  for  Children  8 

Amongst  the  Stars        ...          ...         ...  9 

Home     Occupations     for     the    Blind. 

Cane  Edged  Trays             ...          ...  11 

Greater  London  Fund  for   the   Blind  13 

Notes  from  the  Institutions    ...         ...  14 

School       Teachers'      Superannuation 

(Amending)  Rules,  1924 15 

Notes  from  Foreign  Institutions       ...  16 


J 


^^^^^^^5^^^^^^^^^ 


jinimuiimiHiHiHiimmiimiiuim 


iiiiiiiiillililllIlllllillliKlMlllMmillUUlllllllllUlllUllniil-illiil*— »5t 


JANUARY 


Vol.  IX     No.  97 


T)1  TT  TV  'IT" 


3DI  IDC 


rpoi — =idi       =ipc= — igi — 

□  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR   THE  BLIND 

LbiDi         jczii         IP  ni 

ii Kiiiiiiiiii in "in0       New   Publications       ^ "«■«" 


=3Pi  iDeri 

D 

D 

ii — ii i|T —  I 


LhnpczK 


3PI  1QI  IDI  IPC 


^□D 


J11 


MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 


Church — Anthems — 

6222  "  Unto  Thee  have  I  cried  "  (Alto  Solo  and  Chorus),  by  Elvey  (Vertical  Score)   .  . 

6223  "  Incline  Thine  Ear  to  me  "  (Bass  Solo  and  Chorus),  by  Himmel  (Vertical  Score) 

6224  "  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  alway  "  (Trio  and  Chorus),  by  Purcell  (Vertical  Score) 
Organ — 

6225  Nocturne  in  D  flat,  by  Bairstow  (Bar  by  bar)  

6226  Concert  Toccata  in  D,  by  E.  d'Evry  (Bar  by  bar) 

6227  Intermezzo  in  E  flat,  and  Minuetto  in  B  flat,  by  Goss-Custard  (Bar  by  bar) 

6228  Marcia  Eroica  in  E  flat,  by  Stanford  (Bar  by  bar) 

6229  "  Echo  "  (double  canon  in  unison),  by  P.  A.  Yon  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

6230  Rondo  Piacevole,  by  Sterndale  Bennett,  Op.  25  (Bar  by  bar) 

6231  Nos  I  and  II  of  "  Five  Pieces,"  by  H.  Balfour  Gardiner  (Bar  by  bar) 

6232  Berceuse  in  E  flat,  by  Raff  (Bar  by  bar)        

6233  Sonata  in  A,  by  Domenico  Scarlatti  (Bar  by  bar) 

6234  "  Humoreske,"  by  Schumann,  Op.  20  (Bar  by  bar) 
Duets — 

6235  "  Four  Fairy  Sketches,"  by  A.  J.  Thompson,  Primo  Parts  (Bar  by  bar).  . 

6236  Secondo  Parts  (Bar  by  bar) 
Dance — 

6237  "  What'll  I  do  ?  "  (Waltz  Song),  by  Irving  Berlin  (Bar  by  bar) 

6238  "  Horsey  !   Keep  your  tail  up  "  (Seng  Fox-Trot),  by  W.  Hirsch  and  B.  Kaplan  (Bar  by  bar 

6239  "  Chinatown,  my  Chinatown  "  (Song  One-Step),  by  J.  Schwartz  (Bar  by  bar)  .  . 
Violin  and  Piano — 

6240  Gavotte  in  D,  by  Rameau  (Bar  by  bar),  Pocket  size 
Songs — 

6241  "  Have  mercy,  Lord,  on  me  "  (Alto  Solo  from  the  "  St.  Matthew  Passion  "),  by  Bach,  B  minor,  Compass  B  to  E' 

6242  "  The  Song  of  the  Volga  Boatmen,"  adapted  by  Chaliapine  and  Kocneman  (D  minor,  Compass  B  to  D'),  Pocket  size 

6243  "  The  Ould  Side  Car,"  by  Airtie  Dix  (F,  Compass  C  to  F'),  Pocket  size  .  .  .  .     ■ 

6244  "  Sleep,"  by  Ivor  Gurney  (B  flat,  Compass  B  to  F'),  Pocket  size 

6245  "  The  Owl  "  (Unison  Song),  by  T.  F.  Dunhill  


Pocket  size 


Price 

5.    d. 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  lor  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Religious  Works — 
6219     Scripture  Union  Portions,  1925 


5759     Revelation  (Authorised  Version) 
Miscellaneous — 

6220  Braille  Calendar  (Card)  

6221  Braille  Almanack,  1925  

6068,  6069     Through  the  Magic  Door,  Conan  Doyle,  2  vols. 


per  vol. 


MOON  BOOKS 

Subject    to    a   reduction    of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  in  British  Isles,  and    one-half  for 


the  blind  in  the  Colonies. 

2261-6     Rupert  of  Hentzau,  6  vols. 


per  vol.  15  10 


VOL.  IX.— NO.  97. 


JANUARY,   1925. 


Price  3d. 

3S.  PER  ANNUM,   POST  FR1I 


SOME    FACTS    WORTH    REMEMBERING 

By  BEN    PURSE 


T  is  our  intention  in  this  article  to 
summarise    briefly     the    improved 


1 9 14,  and  to  show  that,  whatever 
some  captious  critics  may  say  to  the 
contrary,  the  past  ten  years  have 
been  productive  of  such  radical  im- 
provements as  to  give  us  reason  to 
look  with  confidence  to  the  future. 
Ever  more  and  more  those  who 
are  responsible  for  directing  the 
policy  to  be  pursued  in  the  affairs  of  the  blind 
are  very  properly  requiring  that  philanthropy 
should  be  capable  of  so  expressing  itself  as  to  be 
constructive  in  its  plans  and  practical  in  its 
objectives,  in  order  that  it  may  be  qualified  to 
reproduce  tangible  results. 

In  these  more  enlightened  days,  no  one 
favours  the  unlimited  administration  of  doles 
save  in  those  well-defined  cases  where  such 
assistance,  for  well-understood  reasons,  tends 
to  resolve  itself  into  something  approaching  a 
pensions  system.  We  endeavour,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  see  that  the  assistance  we  are  able 
to  give  should  be  so  directed  and  applied  as  to 
call  forth  such  mental  or  physical  effort  as  to 
cause  the  recipient  so  to  shape  his  affairs  that 
increased  activity  will  lead  in  the  economic 
sense  to  a  multiplication  of  the  resources 
which  constituted  the  foundation  of  the  help 
originally  given. 

Though  the  methods  by  which  we  strive  to 
give  effect  to  this  policy  are  as  yet  somewhat 
crude  and  ill-defined,  and  though  mistakes  are 
frequently  made  as  we  strive  to  reach  our  ob- 
jective, still  the  conception  is  sound  ;    and  the 


incidence  of  its  administration  will  easily  be 
corrected  as  we  pioceed  to  gain  more  extensive 
experience.  Ordinarily  speaking,  all  acts  of 
benevolence  intended  for  the  assistance  of 
blind  persons  who  are  otherwise  physically 
and  mentally  fit  should  be  so  inspired  and  con- 
ducted as  to  render  those  assisted  less  depen- 
dent upon  such  forms  of  help  in  the  future. 
If  this  result  is  not  attained,  then  the  action  by 
which  we  were  originally  prompted  has  failed, 
and  its  consequences  are  made  the  occasion  for 
yet  another  act  of  generosity  which  tends  to 
deplete  the  all  too  slender  means  available  for 
such  experimental  work.  Not  only  is  this  true, 
but  a  first  failure  so  frequently  hampers  other 
enterprises  on  behalf  of  the  same  individual, 
that  it  is  imperative  we  should  utilise  every 
scrap  of  our  experience  in  avoiding  a  first  mis- 
take. In  short,  it  is  essential,  in  view  of  such 
possible  failure,  that  the  greatest  care  should 
be  exercised  before  making  a  venture,  because 
our  non-success  is  likely  to  prejudice  every 
other  effort  which  may  be  made  for  the  assis- 
tance of  the  case.  Those  who  have  had  ad- 
ministrative experience  of  this  work  will  agree 
that  we  cannot  afford  to  make  experiments  for 
any  prolonged  period  with  individual  cases  ; 
the  issues  are  much  too  serious. 

This  close  attention  to  individual  needs  ac- 
counts almost  entirely  for  the  success  we  are 
meeting  with  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  affords 
the  most  complete  answer  to  that  type  of 
superficial  critic  who  would  proceed  to  deal 
with  all  men  on  a  cut-and-dried  plan  that  would 
be  certain  to  fail  within  the  first  hour  of  its 
trial. 
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Looking  for  a  moment  at  the  progressive 
developments  that  have  taken  place  during  the 
last  few  years  in  dealing,  for  example,  with 
preventable  forms  of  blindness,  we  cannot  but 
feel  intense  gratification  and  admiration  for  the 
work  of  those  medical  men,  nurses,  and  others 
who  have  laboured  so  successfully  in  this 
sphere.  The  writer  distinctly  remembers  a 
period  when  competent  authorities  declared 
that  3  3  per  cent,  of  all  children  in  Schools  for 
the  Blind  were  victims  of  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum. To-day,  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  such 
cases  are  to  be  found  in  the  Schools.*  It  is  even 
more  satisfactory  to  remember  that  since  the 
order  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  191 3,  making  ophthalmia  compulsorily  noti- 
fiable, a  progressive  decline  in  the  number  of 
sufferers  has  resulted.  This  is  due  to  the  effec- 
tive treatment  administered  by  medical  men, 
nurses  and  midwives,  and  is  seen  reflected  in 
the  available  statistics  dealing  with  infantile 
blindness.  For  example,  in  the  year  1921, 
there  were  302  children  blind  under  the  age  of 
one  year  ;  in  1923,  the  number  had  fallen  to 
229. 

It  is  not  less  satisfactory  to  note  that,  despite 
the  speeding  up  that  is  taking  place  in  the  in- 
dustrial world,  blindness  from  accidents  would 
seem  to  be  steadily  declining. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  elaborate  these  points 
further,  but  they  are  an  effective  reply  to  the 
kind  of  critic  who  is  determined  to  find  no 
cause  for  appreciation  and  certainly  none  for 
congratulation. 

May  we  now  turn  our  attention  to  other 
aspects  of  the  problem  and  review  such  achieve- 
ments as  have  been  realised  during  the  past 
few  years. 

The  Report  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Com- 
mittee on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  published 
in  1 91 7,  makes  the  following  declaration  : — 

"  We  have  come  clearly  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  condition  of  the  blind  in 
the  United  Kingdom  calls  for  the  more 
active  intervention  of  the  State  to  secure 

(a)  Central  control,  organisation,  and 

assistance  for  the  existing  agencies 
of  voluntary  help  which  could  be 
utilised  with  far  greater  effect  if 
centrally  directed  ;    and 

(b)  Additional  assistance  for  the  blind." 

*We  find  on  enquiry  that  in  the  Sunshine  Homes  under  the 
control  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  for 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  the  percentage  is  stated 
to  be  45.  ,This  apparently  high  percentage  is  un- 
doubtedly due  to  causes  which  limitations  of  space 
preclude  us  from  discussing  here. 


This  statement  is  very  important,  because  it 
marks  a  decisive  advance  in  British  policy  in 
the  matter  of  dealing  with  the  condition  of  the 
blind,  and  upon  such  a  finding  are  based  many 
decisions  of  far-reaching  significance.  The  re- 
commendation proceeds  :■ — 

"  In  order,  therefore,  to  give  effect  to 
such  of  the  following  proposals  as  do  not 
fall  naturally  within  the  purview  of  any  of 
the  existing  Government  departments,  e.g., 
the  Education  departments  or  the  Charity 
Commission,  we  recommend  that  a  special 
department  whose  function  shall  be  the 
general  care  and  supervision  of  the  blind 
shall  be  set  up  in  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
whenever  such  a  Ministry  is  created,  and 
in  the  meantime  it  should  be  set  up  in  the 
Local  Government  Board.     In  our  sub- 
sequent recommendations  we  shall  refer 
to    this    department    together    with    the 
Advisory  Committee  mentioned  in  para- 
graph 220  of  the  Report  as  the  '  Central 
Authority.'        The      Central      Authority 
should  have  at  its  disposal  funds  provided 
by  the  Exchequer,  in  order  to  make  grants, 
capital  and  annual,  for  the  purposes  indi- 
cated in   the   recommendations,  and  for 
such  other  purposes  as  may  appear  neces- 
sary in  the  course  of  its  administration." 
This     constitutes    the    ground-work    upon 
which  has  been  constructed  so  many  useful 
efforts  during  the  past  few  years.     Not  only 
has  the  Ministry  of   Health  functioned  in  the 
manner  suggested  above,  but  the  very  fact  of 
the  creation  of  a  special  department  has  given 
an  impetus  to  the  efficient  conduct  of  work  on 
behalf  of  the  blind  in  many  other  directions, 
and  the  whole  general  tendency  has  been  one 
making  for  a  general  degree  of  efficiency. 

Speaking  of  wage  conditions,  the  Report 
quotes  from  the  records  of  the  National  Em- 
ployment Committee,  and  states  : — 

"  The    wages    actually    earned    in    a 
number  of  large  Institutions  for  the  first 
week  of  March,  19 14,  were  :    Men,  14/-  ; 
women,  a  little  over  6/-.     fThe  wages  in 
fact  paid — as   distinct  from  the  amount 
earned — averaged    19/-  and    10/-   respec- 
tively.) " 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  subsidies 
paid  at  that  time  were  small  indeed  compared 
with  the  grants  now  obtainable.     This  is  not 
all ;   for  it  must  be  remembered  that  consider- 
able increases  have  taken  place  in  trade  rates 
since  19 14,  and  although  there  have  been  some 
appreciable  reductions,  the  standard  payments 
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are  still  considerably  higher  than  those  secured 
in  1914.  Of  course,  to  counterbalance  this,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  cost  of  living  has 
increased  enormously,  but  generally  speaking, 
in  the  blind  world  at  least,  rates  of  payment  and 
augmentations  have  more  than  kept  pace  with 
these  advances.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  19 14 
less  than  7,000  blind  persons  were  regularly 
employed  in  the  United  Kingdom,  whereas 
to-day  over  8,000  are  permanently  occupied  in 
England  and  Wales. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  example  of  the 
growth  of  employment  facilities  is  found  in  the 
London  area,  though  the  conditions  are  not 
nearly  so  satisfactory  yet  as  they  ought  to  be 
and  as  they  will  be  eventually.  Even  so  re- 
cently as  1 92 1  the  workshops  of  London  only 
provided  employment  for  some  520  persons — 
To-day,  682  are  employed,  or  an  increase  in 
three  years  of  approximately  32  per  cent.  To 
this  must  be  added  the  number  engaged  on  the 
Home  Workers'  Schemes  operating  in  the 
London  area.  There  are  now  75  workers,  thus 
giving  us  an  additional  15  per  cent.,  making  in 
all  as  from  1921  to  date  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  employed  persons  acting  under  the 
auspices  of  one  or  other  of  the  institutions  of 
some  47  per  cent. 

There  are  no  exact  statistics  available 
showing  the  total  amount  of  wages  and  sub- 
sidies paid  in  19 14  to  workshop  employees, 
but  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  total  amount 
paid  was  less  than  £40,000,  taking  as  a  basis 
twenty-five  of  the  largest  institutions  in  the 
country.  From  April  1st,  1922,  to  March  31st, 
1923,  the  amount  paid  in  wages  and  augmen- 
tation in  the  same  twenty-five  establishments 
was  £65,255,  and  the  supplements  were 
actually  in  excess  of  the  wages  paid,  the  figure 
being  £65,454,  or  roughly  £130,000  in  all. 
These  items,  however,  represent  but  one 
phase  of  increased  activity  that  has  been  wit- 
nessed during  the  past  ten  years. 

If  we  look  a  little  more  closely  into  matters 
and  take  account  of  what  has  resulted  from  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  the  facts  are  still  more 
gratifying.  In  respect  of  Section  I  of  the  Act, 
originally  it  was  estimated  by  the  Government 
department  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  that  in  all  probability  the  cost  would  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  £300,000  per 
annum,  but  this  estimate  was  based  on  the 
number  of  persons  that  had  then  been  regis- 
tered. The  system  of  registration  has,  how- 
ever, very  appreciably  improved,  and  as  a 
necessary  result  of  that  improvement  we  have 


discovered  that  a  much  larger  number  of  blind 
persons  are  existing  in  the  community  than 
were  previously  known  to  us.  For  example, 
the  Census  returns  of  191 1  show  that  in  the 
United  Kingdom  there  were  about  36,711 
blind  persons,  whereas  we  now  know  that  in 
England  and  Wales  alone  the  number  reaches 
36,518.  In  Scotland  the  number  is  5,138,  and 
the  number  in  Ireland  approximately  4,500, 
giving  us  a  total  of  rather  more  than  45,000 
blind  persons  in  the  British  Isles.  As  indica- 
ting the  value  of  the  pensions  provision  it  is 
noteworthy  that  on  the  31st  March,  1924, 
there  were  in  England  and  Wales  10,625  blind 
persons  between  50  and  70  years  of  age  in 
receipt  of  the  Treasury  Grant.  In  Scotland 
there  were  1,783,  and  in  Northern  Ireland 
there  were  1,011.  Ninety-three  per  cent,  were 
obtaining  the  full  allowance  of  10/-  per  week. 
It  is  thus  clear  that  in  England  and  Wales 
alone  the  Government  is  spending  well  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million  annually  on  the  provision 
of  these  allowances.  If  we  take  into  consider- 
ation the  number  of  those  in  receipt  of 
pensions  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  we  shall 
find  that  nearly  15,000  persons  are  now 
receiving  the  Government  grant. 

It  is  valuable  and  interesting  to  note  the 
amounts  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the 
form  of  grant-earning  services  during  the  last 
three  completed  years.  The  amount  of 
Ministry  grant  was  in  : — 

1921-22  .  .  £69,866 
1922-23  ..  £75,445 
1923-24      ••      £83,47° 

These  figures  are,  of  course,  exclusive  of 
the  grants  made  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  chief  increases  are  to  be  found  in  work- 
shops, home  working  services,  and  home 
teaching  agencies,  and  are  shown  thus  :- — 

Workshop         Home         Home 

Grants         Workers     Teaching 

1921-1922        £31,476  £6,117         £i2,978 

1922-1923         £33,356  £9,212         £i4,753 

1923-1924        £35,809        £10,838         £16,667 

The  estimated  expenditure  for  1924-192  5  is 
£95,000. 

For  further  results  one  has  only  to  look  to 
the  expenditure  of  local  authorities  during 
these  same  years  : — 

1921-1922  ..  £14,671 
1922-1923  ..  £47,106 
1923-1924      ..      £75,273 

The  estimate  for  1924-1925  is  £90,000. 

Thus,  apart  from  grants  from  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  money  assigned  to  pension 
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purposes,  we  anticipate  that  there  will  be  ex- 
pended by  Government  grant  and  through 
local  authorities  £185,000  during  the  years 
1924  and  1925. 

These  facts  are  surely  worth  remembering, 
and  afford  a  complete  answer  to  the  mis- 
chievous and  ill-informed  criticism  to  which 
we  are  so  frequently  treated. 

AT  the  recent  examination  of  the  Chartered 
Society  of  Massage  and  Medical  Gym- 
nastics, the  three  students  who  were  prepared 
in  the  Massage  School  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  successfully  qualified,  namely  : 
Mr.  E.  Stitch,  Mr.  F.  Bradford  and  Mr.  L. 
Wells.  These  three  students  are  ex-service 
men  who  have  received  considerable  financial 
help  from  the  fund  for  blind  ex-soldiers  or- 
ganised bv  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C., 
C.B.E. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
CERTIFICATED  BLIND  MASSEURS 

ON  November  26th,  1924,  Sir  Robert  Jones, 
K.B.E.,  C.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  etc.,  gave  a 
dinner  to  members  of  the  Association  of 
Certificated  Blind  Masseurs  at  Pagani's  Restau- 
rant. About  fifty  members  of  the  Association 
— both  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses — were 
present,  and  in  addition  to  Sir  Robert  Jones, 
who  presided,  the  following  were  amongst  the 
guests  of  the  evening  : — Colonel  Walter  Hill, 
C.B.E. ,  M.R.C.S.,  Adviser  in  special  military 
surgery,  Ministrv  of  Pensions  ;  Colonel  C. 
Mansell  Moullin,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Association  ;  E.  Rock  Car- 
ling,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Vice-President  of  the 
Association  ;  Dr.  Murray  Levick,  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Association  ;  Miss  Dodd,  Masseuse 
in  Chief  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

The  toast  to  the  president  was  proposed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Association  (Mr.  Michael 
Whitfield,  B.A.),  to  which  Sir  Robert  Jones, 
in  replying,  mentioned  that  he  had  recently 
come  across,  in  a  verv  old  book  of  magic,  the 
interesting  fact  that,  in  olden  times,  massage 
— or  its  equivalent — was  performed  by  blind 
persons. 

The  toast  to  the  vice-presidents  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Walter  Millard,  an  officer  blinded 
in  the  war  ;  and  Colonel  Mansell  Moullin,  re- 
plying on  behalf  of  the  vice-presidents,  said 
that  he  hoped  in  time  that  the  Association 
of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs  would  become 
known  as  Afo  Association  in  the  Massage  World. 


BLIND   VIOLINIST'S   RECEPTION 
AT  EDINBURGH 

THE  following  excerpt  from  "  The 
Scotsman  "  of  November  28th  is  a 
well-deserved  tribute  to  the  magnificent  playing 
of  Mr.  Ernest  Whitfield,  a  blind  violinist, 
resident  in  London,  who  has  already  estab- 
lished a  Continental  reputation. 

"  A  very  interesting  programme  was  pre- 
sented by  Professor  Tovey  in  the  Usher  Hall, 
Edinburgh,  last  night,  at  the  third  of  the 
present  series  of  concerts  by  the  Reid  Sym- 
phony Orchestra.  It  included  the  Violin 
Concerto  by  Sibelius,  and  the  Andante  and 
Finale  from  Lalo's  Symphonie  Espagnole, 
with  Mr.  E.  Whitfield,  a  violinist  new  to  Edin- 
burgh, as  the  soloist. 

"  The  Sibelius  Concerto  and  the  familiar 
Lalo  movements  displayed  Mr.  Whitfield  as 
possessed  of  extensive  resources  in  the  way  of 
technique,  and  a  tone  which  is  full  of  indivi- 
duality and  charm.  He  gave  a  fine  rendering 
of  the  solo  part  in  the  Concerto,  a  work  which 
is  perhaps  on  a  higher  plane  of  achievement 
than  any  other  composition  of  Sibelius  which 
has  been  heard  in  Edinburgh." 

The  musical  critics  of  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  Press  are  unanimous  in  according 
high  praise  to  the  artistic  finish  of  Mr.  Whit- 
field's performance,  and  we  congratulate  Mr. 
Whitfield  in  this,  inasmuch  as  the  occasion 
was  an  important  one,  and  the  critics  of  these 
particular  Scottish  journals  are  known  to  be 
very  discriminating  and  by  no  means  lavish 
in  their  expressions  of  appreciation.  Mr. 
Whitfield  has  abundantly  proved  that  a  blind 
violinist  can  attain  to  a  front-rank  position  and 
take  his  place  with, -the  acknowledged  masters 
of  the  instrument. 

E.W. 

BLIND  CHILDREN  OF  THE 
ORIENT 

Out  of  one  million  blind  in  China  not  more 
than  500  or  600  are  in  schools  for  the  blind. 

India  has  more  than  41,000  blind  children 
of  school  age,  but  less  than  400  are  in  schools. 

Japan  has  4,000  blind  children  of  school  age, 
but  not  more  than  170  are  in  schools  for  the 
blind. 

In  Yokohama  alone  1,500  blind  children  are 
born  every  year,  but  only  a  few  reach  school 
age.  The  majority  are  turned  out  to  beg  as 
soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  walk, 
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PERSONALITIES  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

HENRY   RANDOLPH   LATIMER 


FORMER  schoolmate  of  the  writer 
of  this  sketch  was  once  asked  by  his 
teacher  of  English  Literature  where 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  began  his  famous 
history  of  the  world.  The  answer 
was  prompt  and  irrefutable  :  "At 
the  beginning." 

Every  article  of  a  biographical 
nature  should  likewise  begin  at  the 
beginning,  which  is  not  always  the 
moment  of  the  birth  of  the  particu- 
lar person  whose  life 
and  work  are  to  be  de- 
scribed. In  the  present 
instance  the  beginning 
goes  far  back  in  history 
to  the  stirring  days  pre- 
ceding and  during  the 
period  of  the  English 
Reformation,  for  Henry 
Randolph  Latimer, 
present  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for 
the  Blind,  ex-Director 
General  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  former  Head 
Teacher  of  theMaryland 
School  for  the  Blind, 
ex-President  of  the 
American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the 
Blind,  etc.,  etc.,  is  a 
descendant  of  that  re- 
nowned family  of  Lati- 
mers  to  which  Bishop 
Hugh  of  blessed  mem- 
ory belonged,  and  to 
which  the  last  Lord 
Latimer,  whose  widow, 

Katharine  Parr,  had  the  good  fortune  to  sur- 
vive her  husband,  Henry  the  Eighth,  was  also 
a  member.  All  down  the  centuries  the  Lati- 
mers  have  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  Britain  at  home  and  of  her  Empire 
abroad.  Early  in  the  colonial  days  Latimers 
came  to  America,  and  have  given  many  emi- 
nent sons  and  daughters  to  the  new  world. 
The  first  woman  to  sit  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United    States  was  Mrs.  Rebecca  Felton,  nee 


Mr.    Henry  Randolph  Latimer 


of  this  article  ;  while  the  present  Judge  Ad- 
vocate-General of  the  United  States  Navys 
Rear  Admiral  Julian  Lane  Latimer,  is  his  first 
cousin.  Blood  tells.  But,  generally  speaking, 
the  beginnings  of  the  vital  stream  which 
nourish  talent  and  ability  in  any  given  genera- 
tion are  to  be  found  in  the  remote  history  of 
peoples  and  families.  We  believe,  therefore, 
that  we  are  right  in  placing  the  beginning  of 
the  success  of  H.  Randolph  Latimer  back  in 
the  times  when  men  had  to  be  great  to  live. 

Henry  Randolph 
Latimer  was  born  in 
Prince  George  County, 
Md.,  January  2 1  st,  1 87 1, 
receiving  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  local 
country  school,  where, 
despite  imperfect  vision 
he  kept  pace  with  his 
more  fortunate  class- 
mates, and  where  he 
learned  at  this  early  age 
to  compete  with  them 
without  special  con- 
cession to  his  handicap. 
To  the  initiative  thus 
acquired  he  attributes 
much  of  his  success  in 
life;  and,  accordingly, 
he  is  a  strong  advocate 
of  sending  blind  child- 
ren, for  a  portion  of 
their  education  at  least, 
to  schools  wirh  sighted 
children,  in  order  that 
they  may  make  the 
personal  contacts  and 
acquire  the  initiative 
essential  to  success  in 
after  life. 
There  were,  however,  no  special  facilities  in 
the  local  school  for  teaching  children  with  de- 
fective vision  ;  and,  accordingly,  Randolph 
was  sent  away,  at  the  age  of  ten,  to  the  residen- 
tial school  for  the  blind  in  Baltimore,  where  it 
was  thought  he  might  secure  a  thorough  edu- 
cation. Here  he  completed  the  grammar  and 
high  school  courses,  including  special  training 
in  music  and  handicraft.  His  standing  among 
his  schoolmates  may  be  judged  from  the  fact 


Miss  Rebecca  Latimer,  a  relative  of  the  subject  that,  for  two  terms,  he  was  President  of  their 
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voluntary  organisation,  ;'  The  Henry  Clay 
Debating  Society,"  while  his  standing  with  the 
school  management  may  be  judged  from  the 
further  fact  that  during  his  last  term  he  served 
as  director  of  the  school  orchestra  of  twenty 
instruments.  As  a  consequence  of  his  school- 
ing here,  Mr.  Latimer  is  as  firmly  of  the  opinion 
that  blind  children  should  receive  a  portion  of 
their  education  through  the  medium  of  the 
residential  school  for  the  blind  as  he  is  that 
they  should  spend  several  years  in  the  school 
for  the  seeing.  ]ust  which  schooling  should 
take  priority  over  the  other  he  does  not  venture 
to  tell  us  ;  but  his  own  experience  leads  him 
to  believe  it  better  to  send  the  young  blind 
first  to  school  with  sighted  children,  and  later, 
when  they  have  acquired  the  habit  of  com- 
peting without  concession  to  their  handicap, 
to  enter  them  in  residential  schools  for  such 
training  as,  by  reason  of  the  expensive  and 
special  equipment  required,  can  be  more 
readily  furnished  by  these  schools. 

Upon  his  graduation  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
Mr.  Latimer  accepted  a  position  as  teacher  in 
the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  where,  for 
thirty  years,  he  gave  instruction  in  one  depart- 
ment or  another,  filling  the  post  of  librarian 
and  assuming  his  measure  of  responsibility  for 
the  daily  discipline  of  the  boys.  During  his 
earlier  teaching  years  he  took,  in  connection 
with  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University,  an 
extramural  course  of  study,  which  led  in  1899 
to  the  degree  of  Ph.B.,  and  in  the  following 
year  he  took  a  course  at  Harvard  University  in 
the  theory  and  history  of  education.  This 
work,  Mr.  Latimer  thinks,  has  been  highly 
contributory  to  his  success,  and  he  advises 
every  blind  person  possessed  of  the  necessary 
mental  and  physical  equipment  to  take  the 
equivalent  of  such  courses.  He  has  always 
felt,  however,  that  his  success  would  have  been 
proportionately  greater  had  he  enjoyed  the 
many  advantages  which  inevitably  grow  out 
of  personal  acquaintance  and  contact  with  the 
staff  and  student  body  in  residence  at  an  ac- 
credited university.  It  is  extremely  gratifying 
to  note  the  fact  of  the  increasing  numbers  of 
blind  students  in  actual  attendance  at  so  many 
leading  universities  in  Europe  and  America. 
This  movement  has  his  unqualified  endorse- 
ment. 

During  the  ten  years  prior  to  1921,  Mr. 
Latimer  served  as  head  teacher  of  the  Maryland 
School  for  the  Blind,  where  his  training  in 
music  and  handicraft,  which  has  never  been  of 
direct  use  to  him,  proved  invaluable  in  enabling 


him  to  maintain,  within  the  school  curriculum, 
the  proper  proportion  of  time  and  attention  to 
be  given  to  these  subjects.  It  is,  therefore,  his 
advice  to  young  people  generally,  and  to  the 
blind  in  particular,  to  lay  as  broad  a  foundation 
as  possible  in  their  earlier  school  days,  in  order 
that  their  life's  work  may  not  suffer  for  the 
want  of  some  detail  which  could  have  been  had 
at  the  expense  of  no  essential  element  of 
training. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the 
American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind,  which  office  he  held  for  two  terms, 
1919-23,  Mr.  Latimer  was  probably  best  known 
in  connection  with  his  work,  first,  as  Con- 
struction Agent  of  the  Uniform  Type  Com- 
mittee, and  later,  as  Executive  Secretary  of  its 
successor,  the  Commission  on  Uniform  Type 
for  the  Blind.  The  purpose  for  which  these 
committees  were  created  was  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  one  system  of  tangible  reading 
and  writing  for  the  blind  of  the  English- 
speaking  world  ;  and  in  19 14  he,  with  others 
of  the  Uniform  Type  Committee,  visited  Great 
Britain  in  the  interest  of  this  movement.  He 
continued  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Uniform  Type  until  June,  1923, 
when  this  work  was  turned  over  to  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  represen- 
tatives of  which  organisation,  Messrs.  R.  B. 
Irwin,  E.  E.  Bramlette,  and  F.  C.  Bryan,  have 
recently  visited  England  in  the  interest  of  em- 
bossing and  of  other  matters  pertaining  to  Braille 
printing.  Mr.  Latimer's  intimate  connection 
with  this  movement  for  a  uniform  Braille 
makes  it  unnecessary  here  to  recount  his  views 
in  detail  on  this  subject.  But  it  may  be  said 
that  he  was  instrumental  in  determining  the 
final  code  content  of  Braille  Grade  One  and  a 
Half,  approved  by  the  Commission  and  adopted 
by  America  in  191 8,  as  a  system  which  can  be 
easily  read  by  all  English  blind,  and  which, 
because  it  follows  ink  print  more  closely  than 
other  embossed  systems,  constitutes  a  better 
instrument  for  the  instruction  of  the  young 
blind. 

In  1908  Mr.  Latimer  assisted  in  organising 
"  The  Associated  Blind  Men  of  Maryland  " 
and  "  The  Maryland  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind,"  serving  for  several  years  as 
President  of  the  former  organisation  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  latter.  During  his  presidency 
of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind,  a  conferring  organisation,  represen- 
tative of  every  interest  of  the  blind  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  appropriate  steps 
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were  taken  to  create  a  general  organisation 
for  nation-wide  work  among  the  blind,  repre- 
sentative of  every  line  of  work  among  them. 
Mr.  Latimer  was  made  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which,  in  September,  1921,  incorporated 
this  organisation  known  as  "  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind."  He  served  tem- 
porarily as  Director-General,  which  office  he 
filled  in  conjunction  with  his  work  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind,  until  December  31st,  1922,  when, 
upon  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  Direc- 
tor-General, he  was  made  a  trustee  of  the 
Foundation. 

The  following  paragraph  is  taken  from  "  The 
Outlook, for  the  Blind"  of  June,  1924  : — 

"  Members  and  friends  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  are  especially  in- 
terested in  Mr.  Latimer,  for  he,  more  than 
anyone  else,  is  responsible  for  the  form  this 
organisation  has  taken.  While  many  persons 
in  this  country  for  years  advocated  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  organisation  for  the  blind  doing 
nation-wide  work,  it  was  Mr.  Latimer  who 
finally  crystallised  this  idea,  drafted  a  plan 
which  would  make  such  an  organisation  repre- 
sentative of  workers  for  the  blind  of  the 
country,  and  enlisted  the  leaders  in  the  work 
m  support  of  the  project." 

It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  Mr.  Latimer 
that  four  of  the  trustees  are  blind  men,  one  of 
whom,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Lindsay,  of  Montreal, 
is  a  charter  trustee  and  among  the  first  large 
contributors  to  the  organisation. 

In  1 92 1,  Mr.  Latimer  became  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind,  an  organisation  doing  State-wide 
work,  operating  branches  in  four  cities,  and 
engaged  in  preventing  blindness,  in  training 
and  finding  employment  for  blind  adults,  in 
marketing  the  products  of  their  labour,  and  in 
furnishing  relief  for  aged  and  disabled  blind 
persons.  The  salient  feature,  perhaps,  in  his 
administration  of  this  work,  is  his  persistent 
practice  of  treating  his  blind  employees  as  men 
and  women  rather  than  as  blind  men  and 
women,  and  his  insistence  that  they  assume  a 
like  attitude  towards  themselves.  Possibly 
the  most  important  innovation  which  he  has 
made  in  the  policy  of  the  Association,  is  a 
system  of  augmenting  wages,  which  does  not 
undermine  individual  initiative.  Under  this 
plan  each  worker  receives  all  he  actually  earns, 
plus  a  handicap  at  the  rate  of  so  much  a  week, 
jess  a  sum  equal  to  three-fifths  of  his  earnings. 


Thus,  the  more  a  man  earns  the  greater  is  his 
actual  wage,  although  the  amount  of  his  handi- 
cap decreases  to  a  point  where  three-fifths  of  his 
earnings  equals  the  fixed  handicap,  when  the 
augmentation  entirely  ceases,  and  he  is  regarded 
as  entirely  self-supporting.  This  system  is,  in 
Mr.  Latimer's  opinion,  eminently  humane,  in 
that  it  insures  a  living  wage  to  the  worker  of 
low  productivity,  whose  efforts,  however  great, 
do  not  produce  the  results  obtained  by  those  of 
his  more  capable  brother.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  workers  in  one  branch  of  the 
Association,  who  were  receiving  a  flat  ten  per 
cent,  bonus,  voluntarily  relinquished  this  bonus 
in  favour  of  the  graduated  handicap  above 
mentioned,  because,  as  expressed  in  their  own 
words,  "  The  handicap  system  gives  the  poor 
dog  a  fairer  deal." 

In  May,  1923,  Mr.  Latimer  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind, 
a  position  of  trust  and  honour,  and,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1924,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State  a  member  of  the  Commission  to 
Study  Conditions  Relating  to  Blind  Persons 
in  Pennsylvania,  of  which  body  he  was  sub- 
sequently elected  chairman. 

Notwithstanding  his  tendency  to  the  prac- 
tical, a  volume  of  verse  appeared  over  Mr. 
Latimer's  name  in  1907,  entitled,  "  Virginia 
Dare  and  other  Poems,"  which  ran  rapidly 
through  two  editions. 

In  191 1  Mr.  Latimer  was  married  to  Miss 
jane  Byrd  Page,  a  member  of  the  old  Virginia 
family  of  that  name.  Her  good  taste,  excellent 
judgment  and  ready  help  have  been  invaluable 
to  him  in  the  upward  struggle  to  success.  It 
is  his  observation,  as  well  as  his  experience, 
that  the  success  of  almost  every  blind  man  is 
largely  due  to  the  untiring  assistance  of  his 
wife.  For  this  reason  he  believes  that  every 
blind  man  who  can  support  a  wife  and  whose 
blindness  is  not  likely  to  be  transmitted,  should 
marry  as  early  as  practicable, 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  said  that :  liberal 
in  politics,  with  a  saving  sense  of  humour,, 
broad  in  his  churchmanship  (he  is  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  England),  with  tolerance  for 
the  views  of  others,  and  a  firm  believer  in 
humanity  generally,  Mr.  Latimer  holds  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  men  and  women  in  all 
walks  of  life,  and  enjoys  in  no  mean  measure 
the  friendship  and  affection  of  those  with 
whom  he  is  associated. 

S.  C.  Swift. 
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MUSIC    NOTES 


An  Organ  Recital. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O.,  will  give  an 
organ  recital  at  Bushey  Parish  Church  on 
Sunday,  January  4th,  after  the  evening  service. 
The  vocalist  will  be  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan, 
L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.M. 

*  *         * 

The  Blind  Musician  and  his  Work. 

A  lecture  on  "  The  Blind  Musician  and  his 
Work  "  will  be  given  by  Mr.  Warrilow  at  St. 
Ann's  Church  Hall,  Brondesbury,  on  Wed- 
nesday, January  21st,  at  8  o'clock.  The  lecture 
will  include  a  short  account  of  what  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  is  doing  to 
assist  blind  musicians  ;  how  the  blind  memo- 
rise their  music  ;  Braille  and  Moon  systems, 
compared  with  the  Roman  alphabet  ;  Braille 
music  notation  ;  games  and  recreations  for 
the  blind  ;  also  some  amusing  experiences  in 
getting  about  alone.  A  programme  of  music, 
taken  largely  from  the  works  of  British  blind 
composers  will  be  rendered  during  the  evening 
by  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan. 

*  *         * 

Feats  of  Memorisation. 

At  his  concert  given  at  St.  Alban's  Hall, 
Golders  Green,  on  December  3rd,  Mr.  Sinclair 


Logan  again  showed  his  remarkable  gifts  of 
musical  memorising  by  playing  the  piano  part 
in  Richard  Strauss's  very  difficult  violin  sonata 
in  E  flat,  and  Walthew's  violin  sonata. 

*         *         * 
Man  who  set  the  Southern  Railway 
to  Music. 

Among    the    many    pupils    at    the    Roval 
Academy  of  Music  of  whom  great  things  are  ■ 
hoped,   says   the   Daily   Neivs,   is   Mr.    T.    H. 
Marshall,  of  Blackheath,  a  blind  student. 

He  hopes  soon  to  make  his  first  professional 
appearance  in  London. 

His  musical  career  began  more  than  16  years 
ago,  when  as  a  child  of  six  in  the  Great  Ormond 
Street  Hospital  he  was  noticed  by  Miss  Jay 
Chapin,  an  after-care  worker.  She  discovered 
his  gift  for  classical  music  and  ensured  for  him 
a  real  musical  education.  At  the  age  of  seven 
he  played  before  the  late  Sir  Hubert  Parry,  and 
from  that  time  on  he  has  continued  to  write 
and  study.  He  has  himself  written  two 
sonatas  and  several  songs,  as  well  as  a  modern 
piece  describing  a  railway  journey  from 
London  Bridge  to  Eastbourne.  "  Humorous 
and  modern,  but  musical,"  he  said,  when 
asked  to  describe  it. 


A  NEW  MUSICAL    PLAYLET   FOR  CHILDREN 


THE  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  has 
just  issued  a  short  musical  playlet  for 
children  between  the  ages  of  approximately 
8  and  1 3  years.  It  is  entitled  "  One  Midsummer 
Day  "  ;  libretto  by  Monica  Chapman,  a  suc- 
cessful lyric  writer  whose  poems  have  been  set 
to  music  by  a  number  of  the  best-known  ballad 
composers  ;  music  by  Edward  Watson,  Secre- 
tary, Music  Department,  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  formerly  director  of  music  at 
the  Liverpool  School  for  the  Blind. 

The  music  consists  of  three  easy  unison 
songs,  well  within  the  capabilities  of  young 
children,  and  has  been  commended  by  Dr. 
Prendergast,  formerly  director  of  music  at  the 
Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  Edinburgh,  now 
organist  at  Winchester  Cathedral,  as  "  exactly 
what  is  wanted  for  children's  performances, 
bright,  attractive  and  musicianly." 

We  are  sure  that  many  teachers  in  schools 
and  others  who  organise  children's  perform- 
ances would  welcome  the  opportunity  of 
inspecting  a  work  which  provides  30  minutes' 
refined  entertainment.     Probably  they  would 


be  only  too  pleased  to  arrange  for  a  perfor- 
mance in  aid  of  the  work  of  the  National  In- 
stitute in  return  for  the  practical  help  which  the 
booklet  offers  in  making  up  a  programme,  plus 
the  offer  of  a  free  gift  of  the  necessary  copies. 

This  work  is  the  copyright  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  but  free  performing 
rights  are  gladly  offered  to  schools  or  other 
organisations  willing  to  set  apart  the  pro- 
ceeds— or  part  proceeds — of  a  performance  in 
aid  of  the  far-reaching  work  which  the  National 
Institute  conducts  on  behalf  of  the  Blind  of  the 
British  Empire  ;  in  which  case  application  for 
Free  Copies  (stating  how  many  desired)  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Music  Depart- 
ment, National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-6-8 
Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.i,  or  to  any 
of  the  Institute's  Branch  Secretaries. 

It  is  published  for  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  by  Bosworth  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  8  Heddon 
Street,  London,  W.i,  price  sixpence,  but  free 
specimen  copies  would  be  willingly  sent  to 
any  who  think  they  could  introduce  it  to 
would-be  helpers. 
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AMONGST    THE    STARS 

hi  the  following  article  will  be  found  a  lucid  description  of  the  production  of  a  newspaper.    Especial  interest 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  writer  is  blind. 


m- 


■*""JT"" 2  N  extremely  interesting  a 
I  J|  i  structive  afternoon  was  spent 
V  ZZ  I  recently  by  a  party  comprising 
B  38  1  some  of  the  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  National  Institute,  when  they 
were  conducted  on  a  tour  of  in- 
spection throughout  the  offices  of 
the    "  Star." 

Received  at  2.50,  the  party  (al- 
ready fired  with  enthusiasm  and 
embued  with  the  atmosphere  of 
Fleet  Street)  were  piloted  by  an  enterprising 
official  to  a  comparatively  small  instrument 
insignificant  in  appearance,  but  from  which 
emanated  apparently  unlimited  information 
destined  later  to  be  subjected  to  the  critical 
•scrutiny  of  the  Sub-Editor,  culminating  in  the 
production  of  thousands  of  copies  containing 
the  world's  news  and  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  public  within  an  hour  of  reception.  At 
the  moment  of  inspection,  the  machine,  seem- 
ingly unaided,  was  cheerfully  tapping  out  the 
latest  football  and  racing  results,  the  infor- 
mation being  recorded  on  a  paper  ribbon  at 
the  rate  of  about  fifty  words  per  minute.  To 
the  uninitiated,  the  whole  is  weirdly  suggestive 
of  the  occult ;  but  on  receiving  the  explanation 
that  a  very  substantial  someone  situated  at  a 
point  far  distant  at  the  other  end  of  a  very  live 
wire  is  manipulating  the  machine,  one  is 
suddenly  brought  back  to  grim  realities — and 
the  Press. 

Passing  to  the  next  stage  in  the  great  scheme, 
it  was  seen  how  the  paper  ribbon  is  detached 
from  the  machine  and  pasted  line  under  line  to 
be  read,  depleted  or  augmented  prior  to  taking 
more  definite  shape  in  the  hands  of  the  lino- 
type operator.  The  linotype  machine  to  a 
casual  observer  appears  to  possess  numerous 
intricacies,  and  in  the  foreground  is  slightly 
similar  to  the  typewriter.  The  keyboard  of  the 
machine  in  question,  however,  consists  of  90 
keys,  each  being  capable  of  producing  one 
character  only,  differing  in  this  from  the 
ordinary  typing  machine.  There  are  also  two 
additional  levers,  one  of  which  is  used  for  re- 
leasing and  setting  the  whole  mechanism  in 
motion.  At  the  rear  of  the  machine,  tanks  of 
molten  metal  are  kept  continually  at  boiling 
point  in  readiness  for  the  forming  into  type  of 
the  copy  which  up  to  the  present  stage  exists 


onlv  on  paper  in  the  rough.  It  was  interesting 
at  this  juncture  to  note  that  particular  stress 
was  laid  upon  the  fact  that  the  strictest  vigi- 
lance was  essential  with  regard  to  the  degree 
of  heat  at  which  the  metal  must  be  maintained, 
as  the  slightest  diminution  obviously  would 
result  in  expansion  and  ultimate  disaster.  Here 
each  member  of  the  party  was  presented  with 
his  or  her  name  in  metal  type  as  a  souvenir  of 
the  visit. 

Next  was  seen  the  type  so  recently  created 
displayed  in  columns  on  the  imposing-stone. 
A  particular  feature  of  interest  was  the  repro- 
duction of  photographs  on  to  the  metal  plates. 
This,  as  was  carefully  explained  by  an  obviously 
expert  operator,  is  achieved  by  the  transference 
of  the  sketch  or  picture  from  the  print  to  the 
metal  by  photographic  means,  acids  being  used 
in  the  final  process,  resulting  in  the  subject  ap- 
pearing in  relief  against  a  plain  background. 
The  type  having  thus  been  set  up  is  taken  en 
bloc  to  a  further  room  where  massive  machines 
are  at  work,  and  is  placed  in  position  prepara- 
tory to  its  characters  being  reproduced  yet 
again  on  to  a  sheet  composed  of  compressed 
paper  similar  to  blotting  paper  in  texture  and 
tissue.  By  means  of  a  pressure  of  at  least  one 
hundred  tons  a  perfect  impression  is  secured, 
which  process  occupies  about  the  space  of 
one  minute. 

By  this  time  the  "  Star  "  is  in  the  ascendant 
and  has  again  reached  the  stage  of  molten 
metal.  The  impression  is  further  transferred 
on  to  sheets  which  are  carried  almost  red  hot 
by  stalwart  employees  to  cooling  streams.  The 
final  stage  is  thus  reached.  The  plates  are 
taken  to  yet  another  apartment  containing  five 
or  six  gigantic  machines  each  of  which  is 
capable  of  and  produces  45,000  copies  per 
hour.  The  speedy  production  then  com- 
mences and  the  completed  copies  make  their 
rapid  exit  at  the  further  end  of  the  machine, 
and  by  means  of  a  clever  device  are  neatly 
folded  and  placed  alternately  in  piles  on  either 
side,  being  at  the  same  time  automatically 
counted.  By  the  adjustment  of  a  lever,  the 
machine  can  receive  and  produce  a  newspaper 
consisting  of  one  to  eight  sheets. 

In  the  production  of  posters  large  wooden 
type  is  used,  as  owing  to  the  size  requisite  the 
employment  of  metal  would  be  impracticable. 
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The  wooden  letters  are  made  slightly  convex, 
in  order  that  when  their  display  is  complete, 
the  whole  forms  the  semi-circle  which  is  essen- 
tial for  placing  in  the  press. 

In  passing  through  the  various  departments, 
one  is  much  impressed  by  the  methodical 
manner  and  speed  with  which  the  work  is 
carried  on,  and  the  competence  and  efficiency 
of  all  those  of  the  staff  with  whom  the  party 
came  into  contact  was  more  than  usually  ap- 
parent, those  who  were  called  upon  to  give 
demonstrations  or  explanations  showing  a 
particularly  thorough  knowledge  of  their 
subject. 

On  behalf  of  the  party,  I  should  like  to 
thank  most  sincerely  those  who  so  readily 
and  willingly  gave  their  time  and  whole- 
hearted attention  in  demonstrating  the  work  ; 
and  particularly  to  those  whose  sympathetic 
courtesy  afforded  pleasure  to  the  two  non- 
sighted  members  of  the  party.  With  the 
slightly  more  vivid  description  which  was 
given  of  the  machines,  methods,  etc.,  the  blind 
felt  equally  competent  with  their  friends  to 
lease  premises  in  the  region  of  Fleet  Street  and 
commence  as  a  lesser  light  ;  but  were  that 
afternoon  more  than  gratified  at  having  wit- 
nessed the  evolution  of  a  "  Star." 

Daisy  M.  Weatherly. 


INTELLECT   SHARPENERS 

IN  compliance  with  the  request  of  a  corres- 
pondent, the  working  of  two  of  the 
problems  published  in  September  and  October 
are  given  : — 

The  Weights. — Let  x  =  smallest  weight  ;  then 
to  enable  a  dealer  to  weigh  any  intervening 
number  of  lbs.  the  second  weight  must  be 
twice  as  large  as  the  first,  plus   i   lb.  ;    thus 

2X+  I. 

Now  the  sum  of  these  two  weights  is  x  + 
(2x4-  i),  or  3x4- 1,  and  the  third  weight  must 
be  2  (3X+  1)  +  1,  or  6x+  3,  and  so  on  ;  hence 
x  +  (2x+i)  +  (6X  +  3)  +2(9x4-4)  +  1  =  40. 
therefore  2yx+i3  =  4o;  x=i.  Hence  the 
weights  are  1,  3,  9,  27  lbs. 

Route  March. — Let  x  =  distance  travelled  by 
column  when  dispatch-rider  reaches  officer  in 
front  ;  then  rider  travels  40  +  x  whilst  column 
travels  x,  and  returns  x  whilst  column  is  going 
40  -  x.  Hence  40  +  x  :  x  =  x  :  40  -  x.  There- 
fore 1600 -x2=x2  or  2x2  =  i6oo;  x2  =  800  ; 
x=V8oo  or  28-28.  Rider  therefore  travels 
40  +  2  (28-28)  =96-56  miles. 


OBITUARY 

WE  regret  to  record  the  death  in  his  79th 
year  of  the  Rev.  James  Swinnerton, 
vicar  of  Llandevaud,  Monmouthshire.  Edu- 
cated at  the  Worcester  Diocesan  Training 
College  at  Saltley,  near  Birmingham,  Mr. 
Swinnerton  became  a  schoolmaster,  then  a 
lay  reader,  and  subsequently  he  was  ordained 
at  Hereford.  He  was  licensed  to  the  curacy 
of  Mountain  Ash  in  1885,  removed  to  Tondu, 
and  in  1888  was  given  the  living  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  at  Maindee,  Newport. 

In  recent  years  he  took  a  very  great  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  and  he  was  a  life 
president  of  the  Monmouthshire  Blind  Aid 
Society.  This  circumstance  was  probably  due 
to  the  fact  that  his  third  son,  the  Rev.  John 
Swinnerton,  M.A.,  vicar  of  Tolleshunt  Major, 
Essex,  and  his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  T.  Barnard, 
M.A.,  vicar  of  Roborough,  N.  Devon,  are 
both  blind.  For  many  years  the  deceased 
conducted  a  rest-home  for  blind  people  at 
Llandevaud,  with  great  success.  He  leaves  a 
widow,  five  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Any  blind  folk  living  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Toynbee  Hall,  who  would  like  to  be  visited 
for  the  purpose  of  reading  aloud,  are  invited  to 
communicate  with  Mr.  E.  St.  John  Catchpool 
(Sub-Warden),  Toynbee  Hall,  28  Commercial 
Street,  London,  E.i. 


CARE  OF  THE  BLIND  IN  LEEDS 

SCHEMES  for  undertaking  in  Leeds  the 
work  laid  down  under  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920,  are  beginning  to  materialise.  We 
understand  that  it  is  intended  to  vacate  the 
Blind  Institution  in  Albion  Street,  and  to  trans- 
fer activities  to  the  old  Chapeltown  Barracks, 
acquired  last  year  by  a  sub-committee  of  the 
Education  Committee.  A  somewhat  extensive 
building  scheme  is  necessitated  by  this  transfer. 
Besides  accommodation  for  the  blind  people 
who  now  use  the  Albion  Street  premises,  the 
provision  of  a  hostel  is  contemplated,  also  the 
utilisation  of  part  of  the  new  buildings  for  the 
training,  from  the  age  of  16  years,  of  the  child- 
ren who  are  educated  at  the  special  school  in 
Blenheim  Walk. 

In  all  its  enterprises  the  committee  is 
working  in  close  and  sympathetic  co-operation 
with  the  Blind  Institution.  There  are  some 
500  blind  persons  in  Leeds. 


THE    BEACON 


11 


HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 


CANE-EDGED    TRAYS 


HE  purpose  of  this  article  is  to 
give  instruction  in  a  branch  of 
basketry  which  is  eminently  suited 
to  the  blind  homeworker.  Trays 
are  used  in  every  home,  and  the 
kind  of  tray  here  dealt  with  is  one 
of  the  most  popular.  If  it  be  well 
made,  and  not  priced  exorbitantly, 
it  can  be  disposed  of  with  little 
difficulty. 

The  cane-edged  tray  is  essen- 
tially nothing  but  a  shallow  basket  with  a 
wooden  bottom  (base).  It  constitutes  an 
excellent  beginning  for  those  who  would 
master  pulp  cane  work ;  for  cane,  unlike 
willow,  may  be  used  a  second  time — although 
this  is  not  recommended — and  unsatisfactory 
work  can  therefore  be  re-fashioned.  Weldon's 
"  Basket  and  Cane  Work,"  price  6d.,  obtain- 
able at  any  newsagents,  is  recommended  as 
one  of  the  very  few  pamphlets  on  the  subject 
in  which  correct  terms  and  methods  are 
employed. 

In  the  making  of  a  tray  all  the  movements 
are  made  from  left  to  right.  Any  complete 
movement  is  termed  a  "  stroke,"  and  is 
analogous  to  a  "  stitch  "  in  needlework.  The 
tools  employed  are  not  identical  with  those 
used  in  willow  work,  and  it  is  only  recently 
that  expert  craftsmen  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  former.  Although  certain  make- 
shifts, such  as  the  substitution  of  a  meat 
skewer  for  a  bodkin,  should  be  avoided,  we 
must  needs  borrow  certain  tools  from  other 
crafts,  having  at  present  no  special  tools  of 
our  own.  The  following  short  list  comprises 
all  the  necessary  tools,  which  may  be  obtained 
for  a  very  few  shillings  : — 

A  knife  for  pointing  the  end  of  a  piece  of 
cane.  Any  knife  with  a  short  straight  blade 
and  comfortable  handle  is  suitable  for  this 
purpose  ;  for  example,  the  smaller  blade  of  an 
ordinary  pocket  knife  may  well  be  utilised. 

A  basket-maker's  bodkin  (piercer).  This  is  a 
tool  with  a  solid  cylindrical  steel  blade,  having 
at  one  end  a  wooden  head  and  tapering  to  a 
sharp  point  at  the  other.  This  bodkin  may  be 
obtained  from  J.  J.  Plater  &  Sons,  262  Brad- 
ford Street,  Birmingham ;  W.  A.  Perrin  &  Co., 
156  Boro'  High  Street,  S.E.i  ;  and  George 
Buck,  242  Tottenham  Court  Road,  W.i,  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  1/3; 


A  pair  of  round-nosed  pliers. — This  tool  is  em- 
ployed in  bent  iron  work  and  is  procurable 
from  most  tool  merchants,  price  approximately 
1/6.  Instead  of  being  flat,  as  in  ordinary  pliers, 
the  jaws  are  cylindrical,  and  the  tool  is  used  in 
cane- work  to  pinch  the  cane  into  right-angles. 

A  pair  of  wire  cutters  (nippers),  price  approxi- 
mately 1/6.  This  tool  is  of  great  use  to  the 
blind  worker.  It  is  employed  for  cutting  off 
surplus  ends,  and  is  also  used  in  the  place  of 
shears  for  cutting  the  cane  into  lengths. 

The  cane  must  be  kept  moist  by  means  of  a 
damp  sponge  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 

A  flat-iron  may  be  utilised  as  a  weight  with 
which  to  keep  the  bases  steady  while  waling 
and  bordering  are  in  progress. 

The  wooden  bottoms  (bases)  which  are  sold 
for  fancy  baskets  can  also  be  used  in  the  making 
of  trays.  As  the  wooden  tray  base  is  practically 
the  tray  itself  without  an  edge,  the  worker  will 
experience  little  trouble  in  forming  his  tray 
correctly.  Usually  the  base  is  bought  ready- 
made,  complete  with  little  holes  round  the 
edge  in  which  the  cane  is  inserted.  With  a 
slight  knowledge  of  woodwork  the  bases  are, 
however,  not  difficult  to  make.  The  holes 
should  be  one-eighth  inch  in  diameter,  and  are 
drilled  one-quarter  inch  from  the  edge  of  the 
base,  five-eighths  of  an  inch  apart  from  each 
other.  A  variety  of  shapes  and  sizes  may  be 
made — oval,  round,  oblong,  square,  or  modi- 
fications and  combinations  of  the  above. 
Three-ply  oak  is  recommended,  but  solid  oak  can 
also  be  employed,  and  is  less  expensive.  Bases 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Dryad  Handicrafts, 
42  St.  Nicholas  Street,  Leicester.  Three-ply 
birch  forms  a  serviceable  base,  which  is  sup- 
plied by  the  Home  Industries  Department, 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  47  Woodlands 
Road,  Redhill,  Surrey,  in  the  following  shapes, 
sizes  and  prices,  postage  extra  : — Round,  12 
inches,  1/-  ;  14  in.  2/-  ;  oval,  16  in.  by  9  in., 
1/11  ;  18  in.  by  10  in.,  2/1  ;  20  in.  by  12  in., 
2/3  ;  oblong,  16  in.  by  9  in.,  1/10  ;  18  in.  by 
10  in.,  2/-  ;  20  in.  by  12  in.,  2/2.  When  the 
above  stock,  which  is  not  extensive,  is  ex- 
hausted, it  is  hoped  to  supply  blind  workers 
with  three-ply  bases,  one  side  oak,  at  low  prices. 
Messrs.  Jacobs,  Young  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  265  Boro' 
High  Street,  S.E.i,  supply  bases  in  a  variety  of 
shapes  and  sizes.     A  teapot  tile  glued  on  to  a 
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wooden  base  can  be  obtained  from  the  Dryad 
Handicrafts, 

Pulp  cane,  sometimes  called  centre  pith  or 
inside  cane,  is  numbered  according  to  size,  No. 
i  being  the  thinnest  and  No.  12  the  thickest  in 
general  use.  For  our  present  purpose  we  shall 
require  two  sizes  only,  No.  4  and  No.  6.  The 
cane  is  sold  in  1  lb.  bundles,  each  length  of 
which  is  called  a  hank.  A  long  hank  should 
be  cut  in  half  before  being  manipulated.  Best 
quality  cane  can  be  obtained  ftom  the  Home 
Industries  Department,  N.I.B.,  at  zj~  per  lb., 
plus  postage  ;  from  Westbury  &  Son,  183 
Great  Dover  Street,  S.E.i  ;  from  Messrs. 
Plater,  Perrin  or  Jacobs  Young,  whose  ad- 
dresses are  given  above,  and  from  most  work- 
shops for  the  blind. 

Pulp  cane  is  prepared  for  use  by  immersion 
in  water  for  one  or  two  minutes.  After  this 
the  cane  is  wrapped  in  a  towel,  and  so  kept  for 
at  least  half-an-hour.  Draw  out  from  the 
bundle  as  much  as  is  required  for  the  job  in 
hand,  and  tie  loosely  with  a  piece  of  string 
near  the  looped  portion.  Previous  to  the 
dipping  and  wrapping  processes  it  should  be 
folded  up,  and  when  required  the  looped  ends 
should  be  hooked  over  the  back  of  a  chair,  and 
a  hank  drawn  out  by  its  loop. 

Let  us  now  commence  with  a  small  round 
base — the  simplest  shape  available.  First,  by 
means  of  wire  cutters,  we  must  cut  the 
"  stakes  "  (spokes),  j\  inches  long,  out  of  No. 
6  cane,  one  stake  for  each  hole  in  the  base. 
The  stakes  are  the  uprights  around  which  the 
"  waling  "  is  worked  ;  with  their  lower  ends 
they  form  the  foot  of  the  tray,  with  their 
upper  ends  its  border. 

It  will  be  found  most  convenient  to  stand 
whilst  inserting  these,  holding  the  base  on  the 
edge  of  the  table.  Having  inserted  four  stakes, 
with  approximately  2^  inches  protruding  on 
the  under  side  of  the  base,  commence  forming 
the  foot,  having  previously  pinched  each  stake 
with  the  pliers.  Take  the  left-hand  stake 
between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  right 
hand,  holding  the  back  of  the  hand  upper- 
most. Bring  it  down  at  right  angles,  carry  it 
in  front  of  the  next  two  stakes,  and  leave  it 
behind  the  fourth.  Repeat  this  process  with 
each  stake,  then  place  the  tray  flat  on  the  table, 
when,  after  pulling  each  stake  upward  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  foot  be  tight  and  close, 
the  weight  is  placed  inside  and  the  waling  is 
put  on. 

For  the  following  process  the  worker  may 
be  seated.  Take  three  pieces  of  No.  4  cane, 
insert  the  end  of  one  piece  between  any  two 


stakes,  and  the  ends  of  the  remaining  two 
pieces  in  consecutive  spaces  to  the  right  of  the 
first.  Bring  the  first  cane  in  front  of  the  two 
stakes  on  its  right,  over  the  remaining  two 
waling  canes,  and  let  it  rest  behind  the  next 
stake  as  in  the  foot.  Now,  holding  it  down 
firmly  against  the  stake  with  the  left  forefinger 
and  thumb,  withdraw  the  right  hand  and  in- 
sert it  at  the  right  of  the  stake,  bringing  the 
waling  cane  out  to  the  front  once  more.  Re- 
peat these  two  strokes,  using  the  waling  cane 
at  the  left  hand  until  you  arrive  once  more  at 
the  starting-point.  Note  that  when  the  wale 
has  reached  the  space  immediately  to  the  left  of 
that  in  which  the  first  end  was  inserted,  the 
right-hand  cane  should  be  used  and  worked  up 
in  front  of  the  next  two  stakes  at  the  right, 
behind  the  following  stake,  and  out  to  the 
front  once  more.  Next  the  middle  cane  must 
be  taken  and  worked  in  the  same  way,  and  last 
of  all  the  left-hand  cane.  Then  proceed  as 
before,  employing  the  left-hand  cane  each 
time.  Do  this  at  the  beginning  of  each  suc- 
cessive round,  and  also  when  finishing  off  the 
waling.  In  the  latter  case,  instead  of  bringing 
out  the  canes  on  top  of  the  preceding  round, 
push  them  under  its  two  top  strokes  and  draw 
them  through  to  the  front.  When  the  end  of 
a  length  of  cane  is  reached  during  the  waling 
process,  this  is  left  in  front,  and  the  end  of  a 
new  piece  is  pushed  in  at  its  side,  the  old  end 
being  drawn  to  the  left  for  that  purpose.  The 
new  end  is  left  inside  the  work.  Having  com- 
pleted four  rounds  of  waling  and  having  cut 
off  the  ends  of  the  waling  canes  close  to  the 
work,  the  "  border  "  is  laid  down. 

For  the  simplest  "  roll "  border :  pinch  all  the 
stakes  with  the  pliers,  and  bring  any  stake 
down  behind  the  next  two,  and  leave  it  pro- 
jecting towards  the  front.  Repeat  this  with 
each  stake,  drawing  off  the  last  two  stakes  into 
position.  Next  take  any  one  stake  over  the 
next  two  stakes  on  its  right,  and  leave  the  end 
beneath  the  third,  pulling  the  two  stakes  to  the 
left  while  working  the  stroke  and  pressing  the 
cane  which  is  being  worked  close  up  to  the 
first  stage  of  the  border.  Repeat  this  round 
the  entire  tray,  drawing  off  the  last  two  stakes 
to  correspond  with  the  remainder.  More 
elaborate  borders  are  formed  by  adding  from 
one  to  five  more  stages  similar  to  the  second 
stage  described  above.  On  completion,  cut  off 
all  surplus  ends  close  (but  not  too  close)  to  the 
work. 

For  the  simplest  plait  border  use  stakes  G\ 
inches  in  length,  and,  having  completed  the 
waling,  pinch  in  the  same  manner  as  described 
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for  the  roll  border.  Take  two  short  pieces  of 
cane,  which  will  serve  temporarily  as  pegs,  and 
lay  one  of  them  between  any  two  stakes,  at 
right  angles  to  the  waling.  Bring  the  left-hand 
stake  of  these  two  down  in  front  and  to  the 
right,  so  that  it  rests  on  the  peg. 

The  selling-price  of  a  tray  may  be  reached 
bv  adding  together  the  following  : — (i)  the 
cost  of  the  wooden  base  ;  (2)  the  cost  of  the 
cane  used  ;  (3)  the  amount  which  will  repre- 
sent the  wages  earned  by  the  worker  for  doing 
the  cane  work  ;  and  (4)  the  gross  profit.  (1)  is 
quite  a  straightforward  matter.  (2)  can  be 
arrived  at  by  first  weighing  the  base  and  then 
the  completed  tray,  after  the  cane  is  dry  and 
before  the  surplus  ends  have  been  cut  off.  The 
difference  will  be  in  the  weight  of  the  cane  used. 
(3).  This  can  best  be  estimated  by  taking  the 
number  of  holes  in  the  base.  Threepence  for 
every  ten  holes  is  a  fair  price.  (4).  This  will 
vary  according  to  the  demand,  and  each 
worker's  idea  as  to  what  constitutes  a  fair 
profit  ;  25  per  cent.  (3d.  in  the  shilling)  added 
to  the  cost  of  the  base,  cane  and  labour  is  not 
excessive.    Example  : — 

s.    d. 
8 -inch  square  three-ply   oak    base 

(Dryad) 16 

Price  of  cane  used,  approximately  6 

Wages  (52  holes)    ..  ..  ..14 


GREATER  LONDON  FUND 
THE  BLIND 


FOR 


Total 
Plus  25  per  cent. 

Selling  price    .  . 


3  4 
10 

4  2 


The  above  method  of  fixing  the  selling  price 
applies  only  to  work  that  is  well  up  to  selling 
standard.  The  stakes  should  be  upright  and 
level,  the  waling  tight,  close  and  of  an  equal 
depth  all  round,  the  border  tight  and  neat,  and 
each  stake  worked  correctly.  In  order  to  at- 
tain this  standard,  practice,  above  all  else,  is 
essential. 

A.G.K. 


THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  reports 
that  during  November  53  new  cases  came 
under  its  care  (31  men  and  22  women).  Gifts 
to  the  number  of  27  were  provided  at  a  cost 
of  £40  13s.  6d.  The  amount  expended  in 
training  fees  was  £5  10s.  od.  ;  in  relief, 
£446  13s.  iod.  ;  and  in  relief  administered 
by  branches,  £87  9s.  6d. 


T 


HE  newly-formed  Epping  Circle  made  a 
good  beginning  on  November  12th  by 
organising  a  charming  musical  "  At  Home  " 
at  the  house  of  one  of  its  members,  Miss 
Gillies,  of  Woodbury,  Theydon  Bois.  Sir 
Leonard  Lyle,  formerly  M.P.  for  Epping,  who 
stood  aside  in  favour  of  Mr.  Churchill's  can- 
didature, attended  with  Lady  Lyle,  as  president 
and  vice-president  of  the  Circle  respectively. 
The  artistes  included  Mr.  David  Buchan,  a 
blind  pianist,  who  was  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived. Over  £12  was  raised  for  the  Fund, 
and  in  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  annual  subscription  given  bv  Sir 
Leonard  Lyle's  firm  to  the  Fund  has  been 
raised  since  the  meeting  to  the  usual  amount, 
although  a  previous  notification  had  been 
received  that  the  directors  had  decided  to 
reduce  it. 

Mr.  Preece,  who  was  the  speaker  at  Theydon 
Bois,  also  made  an  effective  appeal  at  another 
successful  concert  at  the  Cocoa  Tree  Hall, 
Pinner,  on  the  19th  of  the  month.  The  local 
artistes  were  supplemented  by  Mr.  Wilden 
Knight  and  Mr.  Jock  Marrison. 

Concerts  given  by  the  blind  artistes  during 
the  month  included  visits  to  Harrow,  Warling- 
ham,  J.  &  E.  Hall,  Ltd.  Social  and  Athletic 
Club,  Dartford — at  which  Mr.  Williams  was 
the  speaker — Paragon  Works,  Canning  Town; 
and  East  Croydon,  arranged  by  the  Licensed 
Victuallers' Association.  Mr.  Preece,  who  spoke 
on  the  last-named  occasion,  addressed-  the 
Croydon  Rotary  Club  at  luncheon  earlier  in 
the  day. 

Among  other  interesting  addresses  delivered 
by  Mr.  Preece  during  the  past  month  were 
those  to  the  Printers'  Pension  Corporation  at 
the  Printers'  Almshouses,  Wood  Green,  and 
to  the  audience  at  Miss  Christine  Edwards' 
annual  pupils'  concert  at  the  iEolian  Hall,  New 
Bond  Street. 

Mr.  Delmage  gave  dramatic  recitals  at 
Sisterhood  meetings  at  Greenwich,  West 
Norwood  and  Wanstead. 


<=§=> 


A  blind  musician,  Mr.  Percival  Dean, 
F.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M.,  L.R.A.M.,  was  recently 
chosen  organist  of  Claygate  Church,  Surrey, 
out  of  32  applicants. 


14 


THE   BEACON 


NOTES 
FROM    THE    INSTITUTIONS 

Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Blind. — Ac- 
cording to  the  report  to  hand  of  this 
institution,  all  workers  have  been  fully  em- 
ployed throughout  the  year.  Wages  paid  to 
blind  workers  totalled  £2,542  ;  and  augmen- 
tation wages  £2,626.  Sales  to  the  value  of 
£7,386  were  effected.  A  grant  of  £1,089  was 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  one 
of  £2,750  from  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  Legacies  received  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £1,131.  A  home  teacher  and 
visitor  has  now  been  appointed  by  the  Cardiff 
City  authorities. 


School  for  the  Indigent  Blind,  Liver- 
pool,     AND      THE      WAVERTREE      BRANCH 

School  for  Children. — A  satisfactory  year's 
work  is  reported  from  both  schools.  The 
number  of  pupils  on  the  registers  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  :  Hardman  Street,  5  8  men,  3  8 
women;  Wavertree,  56  boys,  33  girls 
Throughout  the  year  the  children  have  worked 
well  and  have  enjoyed  good  health.  Progress 
is  reported  from  the  knitting  department  in 
Hardman  Street,  and  the  purchase  of  further 
machines  has  been  found  necessary.  The 
value  of  goods  disposed  of  was  £4,041.  The 
sum  of  £1,678  was  received  in  legacies,  that 
of  £1,053  m  subscriptions  and  donations,  and 
£448  in  grants  from  the  Government. 


Gloucestershire  County  Association  for 
the  Blind. — The  meeting  last  July 
of  the  Charfield  "  Braille  Social  Club  "  (held 
fortnightly  in  connection  with  the  above 
Association)  took  the  form  of  a  "  Braillists' 
Day."  In  the  morning  a  meeting  of  the  Braille 
Reading  Circle  was  held  to  discuss  the  book 
just  read — "  With  Shackleton  in  the  Ant- 
arctic." In  the  afternoon  Braille  reading  and 
writing  competitions  were  held,  thirteen 
Braillists  competing.  The  prize  winners 
were  :  Misses  N.  Carter,  Stafford,  Lockyer 
and  Cullimore  and  Mr.  W.  Carter  ;  also  Mr. 
Organ  (special  consolation  prize)  ;  very 
highly  commended  : — Misses  Dowell  and 
Picter. 


Liverpool  Workshops  and  Homh-Teach- 
ing  Society  for  the  Outdoor  Blind. — 
In  spite  of  trade  depression,  full  employment 
has  been  given  to  all  the  blind  people  attached 
to  this  society  during  the  year.  Sales  to  the 
value  of  £42,93  5  were  effected,  and  the  sum  of 
£18,035  was  paid  to  176  blind  workers  in 
wages  and  augmentation  wages.  Legacies 
amounting  to  £1,783  were  received.  This 
society  receives  a  portion  of  the  collections 
made  in  their  district  by  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  the  sum  allocated  to  them  during 
the  period  under  review  being  £3,750.  The 
Home-Teaching  Department  report  over  24,000 
visits  paid  to  998  blind  people,  2,276  lessons 
given  in  Braille  and  Moon,  and  the  distri- 
bution of  £4,644  in  weekly  and  special  grants. 


Leicester,  Leicestershire  and  Rutland 
Institution  for  the  Blind. — The  65  th 
annual  report  of  this  Institution  is  to  hand,  and 
good  progress  is  reported  in  both  the  industrial 
and  the  benevolent  sections  of  its  work.  The 
register  contains  particulars  of  600  blind 
persons,  of  whom  287  live  in  the  City  and  313 
in  the  Counties.  Fifteen  new  pupils  were  re- 
ceived during  the  course  of  the  year.  Over 
£5,000  was  spent  in  the  relief  of  needy  blind 
persons.  The  sum  of  £1,728  was  paid  in 
augmentation  of  wages,  and  £488  in  wages 
and  allowances  to  blind  collectors.  Sales  to 
the  value  of  £11,825  were  effected,  and  the 
sum  of  £3,406  was  spent  in  wages  and  salary. 
A  grant  of  £954  was  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  grants  from  other 
sources  totalled  £62. 


THE  following  entertainments  will  be 
given  at  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.i, 
at  7.45  p.m.  :— 

Wednesday,  January  7th,  1925 — "  Hawley's 
of  the  High  Street,"  a  farcical  comedy,  by  the 
"  Elsie  Craig  Players." 

Thursday,  February  12th — (altered  from 
February  5  th) — Shakespeare  Reading,  "  Love's 
Labour's  Lost,"  bv  Alderman  H.  Keatley  Moore 
B.A.,  Mus.  Bac,  J.P.,  and  Party. 

Wednesday,  February  25th — Good  Reading, 
a  lecture-recital  by  Bernard  MacDonald,  M.A. 

Wednesday,  March  25  th — Concert-Lecture, 
by  Alderman  H.  Keatley  Moore,  B.A.,  Mus. 
Bac,  J. P.,  and  his  choir,  for  the  study  of  un- 
accompanied part-singing. 

It  is  hoped  that  readers  and  their  friends  will 
be  able  to  be  present. 
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SCHOOL    TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    (AMENDING)    RULES,    1924 


THE  Board  of  Education  has  issued  a 
circular  (No.  1345)  relative  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  School  Teachers  (Super- 
annuation) Acts,  1918-22.  One  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  191 8  is  that  a  death 
gratuity  is  payable  to  a  teacher  who  dies  in 
recognised  service.  Cases  occur  in  which 
doubt  arises  as  to  whether  a  teacher's  absence 
on  sick  leave  has  been  approved  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  school  in  question,  and  whether  it 
can  be  treated  as  recognised  service  under  the 
rules.  For  the  purpose  of  settling  claims  to  a 
death  gratuity  or  pensions,  arrangements 
should  be  made  to  ensure  that  a  decision  be 
arrived  at  as  soon  as  possible  in  all  cases  in 
which  sick  leave  is  granted,  whether  salary  con- 
tinues to  be  paid  or  not.  Cases  have  occurred 
in  which  considerable  periods  of  sick  leave 
have  preceded  the  retirement  of  the  teacher, 
and  claims  made  that  these  be  treated  as 
recognised  service  for  the  purposes  of  the 
School  Teachers'  Superannuation  (Amending) 
Rules,  1922.  The  Board  recognises  that 
the  granting  of  sick  leave  is  mainly  a 
matter  for  the  employer,  and  are  therefore 
"  reluctant  to  lay  down  any  rigid  rules  on 
the  subject  which  would  hamper  the  discretion 
of  the  local  education  authority."  "  If  a 
teacher  is  continuously  absent  from  duty, 
on  account  of  ill-health,  for  more  than  a  period 
of  (say)  three  months,  the  Board  would  regard 
it  as  proper  that  the  local  education  authority 
should  have  before  them  a  medical  opinion 
as  to  the  permanence  or  otherwise  of  the 
teacher's  incapacity,  and  if  then  or  at  any  time 
in  the  course  of  the  absence  of  a  teacher 
through  illness  it  appears  on  proper  medical 
evidence  that  the  teacher  is  permanently  in- 
capacitated, the  Board  do  not  think  that  any 
further  period  of  absence  can  properly  be 
treated  as  recognised  service  for  the  purposes 
of  the  School  Teachers  (Superannuation)  Acts 
and  Rules.  It  is  proposed  to  amend  the  words 
of  Rule  20  (2)  (b)  accordingly. 

"  It  is  open  to  a  teacher  in  the  circumstances 
described  above  to  apply  for  an  infirmity  allow- 
ance or  for  an  age  allowance,  as  the  case  may 
be,  if  he  is  otherwise  qualified  for  it.  Some 
time  most  necessarily  elapse  between  an  appli- 
cation for  an  allowance  and  its  final  decision, 
and  the  Board  do  not  question  the  propriety 
of  the  local  education  authority  continuing  to 
grant  leave  of  absence  and  to  pay  to  the  teacher 
his  salary  or  part  of  his  salary  during  such  an 


interval.  An  allowance,  when  awarded  by  the 
Board,  would  date  from  the  end  of  the  period 
covered  by  such  payments  by  the  local  edu- 
cation authority 

"  A  question  has  arisen  whether  a  period 
of  final  sick  leave  may  be  taken  into  account 
under  Rule  20  (2)  (e)  in  making  up  the  mini- 
mum period  of  five  years  required  by  Section 
3  of  the  School  Teachers  (Superannuation) 
Act,  1 91 8,  as  the  condition  of  the  award  of  a 
death  gratuity.  It  is  proposed  to  amend  Rule 
20  (2)  (e)  so  as  to  preclude  its  application  to  the 
case  of  a  teacher  who  has  not  already  performed 
five  years  of  recognised  service  and  satisfied 
Rule   10." 

With  the  circular  is  enclosed  a  copy  of  the 
draft  Amending  Rules,  which  are  as  follows  : 
Rule  20 — for  paragraph  (b)  subsection  (2)  it 
is  proposed  to  substitute  the  following  : — 

"  Except  as  provided  by  paragraph  (e) 
no  such  absence  shall  be  treated  as  ser- 
vice after  a  teacher  has  been  continuously 
absent  on  sick  leave  for  more  than  three 
months  or  after  a  certificate  has  been 
granted  which  shows  that  the  teacher 
has  become  permanently  incapable  through 
infirmity  of  mind  or  body  of  serving  ef- 
ficiently as  a  teacher  in  recognised  service." 

For  paragraph  (e)  of  the  same  subsection  is 
substituted  : — 

"  In  the  case  of  a  teacher  who  has  served 
in  recognised  service  (including  sick  leave 
which  is  recognised  service  under  para- 
graphs (a)  to  (d)  of  this  Rule  but  excluding 
sick  leave  under  this  paragraph)  for  a 
period  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
five  years  and  has  served  in  such  service 
for  the  period  prescribed  by  Rule  10  sub- 
sequent to  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  absence  on  sick  leave  with  or  without 
pay  for  a  continuous  period  not  exceeding 
12  months  immediately  preceding  death 
shall  be  treated  as  recognised  service  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a 
death  gratuity  may  be  paid  to  the  legal 
personal  representatives  of  the  teacher  and 
for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  amount 
of  that  death  gratuity  but  for  no  other 
purpose." 

The  draft  amending  rules  are  obtainable 
from  H.M.  Stationery  Office,  Kingsway, 
London,  W.C.,  price  id.  Date  of  publication, 
November  21st,  1924. 
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RECENT  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  NATIONAL 
LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 

FICTION. 

Barnes-Grundy,  Mabel.     Mating  of  Marcus         .  .  5  vols. 

Johnston,  Mary.     Lewis  Rand      .  .          .  .          .  .  8  vols. 

*RusselI.  J.     Where  the  Pavement  Ends..          ..  3  vols. 

*Sabatini,  R.     Sea  Hawk     .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

Silberrad,  Una  L.     Letters  of  Jean  Armiter       .  .  5  vols. 

Wallace,  Edgar.     Flying  Fifty-five           .  .          .  .  5  vols. 

Westerman,  P.  F.     Midst  Arctic  Perils   .  .          .  .  3  vols. 

Young,  F.  Brett.     Iron  Age           .  .          .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bardswell,  F.  A.     Notes  from  Nature's  Garden  3  vols. 
Bouchier,  E.  S.     Short  History  of  Antioch,  B.C. 

300-A.D.  1268  (E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund)  5  vols. 

Bridges,  Robert.     Spirit  of  Man  .  .          .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

Chambers,  A.     Man  and  the  Spiritual  World  as 

disclosed  by  the  Bible     .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  3  vols. 

Collins,  W.  Lucas.     Euripides       .  .          .  .          .  .  2  vols. 

Collins,  W.  Lucas.     Thucydides    .  .          .  .          .  .  2  vols. 

Dallas,     H.     A.         Objections     to     Spiritualism 

answered   .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  2  vols. 

Retrospection   and    Intro- 


Introductory     History    of 


Eddy,   Mary   Baker. 

spection 
Fletcher,    C.    R.    L. 
England,  Part  IV. 
Fletcher,  C.  R.  L.     The  Great  European  War,  1792 
1815.     (E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 

Grant,  Sir  A.     Aristotle 

Guedalla,  Philip.     Second  Empire 
tHall,  H.   S.     Text  Book  of  Euclid's   Elements, 

Books  I,  VI,  XI 

Horsfall,     M.     Vagabond     Fortunes  ;  Wayfaring 

in  Provence 
Livingstone,  W.  P.     Galilee  Doctor  (Dr.  D.  W. 

Torrance  of  Tiberias) 
McNeile,  Rev.  A.  H.     Concerning  Christ 
MTntosh,  Barbara  Ross.     Scent  o'   the  Broom, 
'  and  other  verses.  . 
*Ossendowski,  F.     Beasts,  Men  and  Gods 
Poems   of  Nature.      Selected   and   compiled   by 
J.  Potter  Briscoe 
GRADE    I. 

Fairies  and  Chimneys  (Poems 

1vol. 

Pink  Bows,  Blue  Bows  and  Dinah  1  vol. 
The  Birthday  Party  .  .  .  .      1  vol. 


lvol. 

5  vols. 

2  vols. 

6  vols. 

5  vols. 
2  vols. 

4  vols. 

2  vols. 

lvol. 

3  vols. 

lvol. 


Fyleman,  Rose. 
for  Children) 
Gorin,  Brenda. 
Steedman,  Amy 
GRADE    III. 

Hammond,  J.  and  B 


Lord  Shaftesbury        Vols.  1-2 
(in  continuation) 
FOREIGN. 

France,  Anatole.     Le  Petit  Pierre            .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Goethe,  J.  W.  von.     Torquato  Tasso       .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

"Lintilbac,  E.     Verghiaud  .  .          .  .          .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

"Lytton,  Lord.     Derniers  jours  de  Pompei  .  .  5  vols. 
ESPERANTO. 

Baghy,  J.     Preter  la  Vivo              .  .          .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Briiggemann,  K.     Unua  Legolibreto        .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Hebbel,  F.     Maria  Magdalena  :  a  play    .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Hildebrand.     El  la  Camera  Obscura        .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Karinthy,  F.     Morgau  Matene       .  .           .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Paolet,  A.      Ensorco  :   a  play         .  .           .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Schwartz,  T.     Modernaj  Robinzonoj        .  .  .  .  1  vol. 


*  Books  presented  by  the  Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund. 
t  Book  presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Wanted  by  the  Newport  and  Monmouthshire  Blind  Aid 
Society,  a  Home  Teacher  (Female)  partially  blind, 
for  County  area,  salary  £156.  Duties  commence  at  an 
early  date.  Applications  with  qualifications  and  two 
recent  testimonials  to:  Mr.  A.  Ivor  Lewis,  27  Charles 
Street,   Newport,   Mon. 


NOTES 
FROM  FOREIGN  INSTITUTIONS 

Tasmanian  Institution  for  the  Blind> 
Deaf  and  Dumb. — From  the  annual 
report  of  this  Institution  we  learn  that  two 
independent  divisions  have  been  created  in  its 
activities — Educational  and  Industrial.  There 
are  68  pupils  in  the  schools  :  20  girls  and  42 
boys  in  the  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  three 
girls  and  three  boys  in  the  School  for  the  Blind. 

The  school  training  is  run  on  practical  lines  : 
the  girls  are  taught  domestic  science  and  art — ■ 
housework,  plain  sewing,  dressmaking  and 
fancy  needlework ;  the  boys  clay  modelling, 
raffia  and  woodwork.  The  facilities  for  instruc- 
tion in  these  subjects  have  been  greatly  aug- 
mented since  the  Education  Department 
assumed  control  of  the  schools.  Games  such 
as  football,  cricket  and  tennis  are  encouraged, 
and  a  boy  scout  troop  has  been  organised. 

In  the  School  for  the  Blind  verv  satisfactory 
work  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  results 
in  all  subjects,  which  include  Braille,  music, 
typewriting  and  woodwork,  were  excellent. 
In  the  Industrial  Department  for  the  Blind 
some  19  operatives  are  employed  under 
sighted  supervision.  The  sales  for  1923-24 
realised  £3,423  ;  the  number  of  brush-ware 
articles  and  mats  manufactured  was  36,120. 
The  sum  of  £1,610  was  paid  in  wages. 

The  transcription  of  books  into  Braille  by 
the  Hobart  Braille  Writers'  Association  con- 
tinues to  be  a  source  of  great  benefit  to  the 
Institution.  Through  this  beneficial  agency  no 
fewer  than  104  volumes  have  been  added  to 
the  library,  and  nearly  700  volumes  were  cir- 
culated to  the  blind  at  the  Institution  and  to 
many  whose  homes  are  scattered  throughout 
the  island.  This  Association,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Blind  Mutual  Progress  Society,  has 
raised  the  sum  of  £270  for  the  erection  of  a 
library  and  club  room  for  the  adult  blind,  which 
will  fulfil  a  long-felt  want. 


CHARITY  BEGINS  AT  HOME 

but  if  you  have  no 

Blind  Weavers      Do  Help  those  in  London 

Write  to  the 

BARCLAY     WORKSHOP 
FOR      BLIND      WOMEN 

(Registered  unde~  the  Blind  Persons  Ac,  1920) 

21  Crawford  St.,  Baker  St.,  London,  W.  1 

for  Price  List  and  Patterns. 

Hundreds  of  beautiful  dress  materials,  coiton 

frocks,  jumpers,  overalls,  aprons,  tablecloths, 

feeders,  etc.,  in  every  colour  in  stock. 
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Progress. — Christmas  Antiphon — The  Bird  of  Christmas — 
Geography  of  a  Cup  of  Tea — Britain's  First  Railway — 
Father  Christmas  and  the  Gland  Cure — Christmas  Gifts 
for  the  Blind — Intellect  Sharpeners — Garden  Notes — 
National  Library  for  the  Blind — Our  Prize  Competitions — ■ 
Advertisements — Matters  of  the  Moment — Christmas  in 
India — The  Richest  Man — Where  Servants  Stay  for  ever 
— "  Queen  Anne  is  Dead  " — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The 
Question  Box — A  French  Page — Chess.  Supplement  : 
"  The  Gift  of  the  Magi,"  by  O.  Henry — Home  Occupations 
for  the  Blind.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  5s.  6d. 
per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Manas  a  Separate  Creation — Full 
Dominion  Status — Letters  of  William  Makepeace  Thacke- 
ray— Some  Interesting  Books — Christmas  in  the  Little 
House — Prize  Competitions — National  Library  for  the 
Blind — Chang-Tso-Lin — The     Future     of     Liberalism — A 

•  Medley  of  Things  to  do — Recognition  of  a  Distinguished 
Blind  Musician.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — The  Quarter-Tone  Piano — Some 
Particulars  about  Galli-Curci — Advertisement — Death  of 
Puccini — Dr.  Coward  Criticises  School  Tendencies — Blind 
Pianist — Music  at  the  National  Institute — Tuners'  Column 
— Erratum.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music  Reviews.  In- 
sets :  Organ  "  Echo,"  by  P.  A.  Yon;  Piano  Nos.  1  and  2 
of  "  Five  Pieces,"  by  Balfour  Gardiner.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  tree.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — England  Ten  Thou- 
sand Years  ago  (Radio  Times) — Planting  a  Tree  (Poem), 
by  Henry  Ebbey — Told  in  Playtime — Questions  and 
Answers — Prize  Competition — Inside  Gibraltar  (My  Maga- 
zine)— How  a  Locomotive  Works  (The  Scout) — The  Ad- 
ventures of  Laurence  the  Lobster  (Little  Folks) — Things 
to  Notice  (Crusoe  Magazine) — Glossary  of  Difficult  Words 
— An  Invalid's  Idea.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  Abroad, 
3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Channels  of  Blessing. — "Kings  unto  God" — My  Sacra- 
ment— Are  you  Working  with  Christ  ? — Notes  and  Medi- 
tations on  Church  History — Trustfulness — Our  Letter 
from  India — Notes  on  Amos — The  Master  Calls — Prayer 
Union — Thoug'its  tor  the  New  Year — Gleanings — With 
Christ  in  the  School  of  Prayer. 


Santa  Lucia. — Enchanted  City  of  the  Sahara — The  Eel 
Puzzle — Measuring  Millionths — Remarkable  Banquet — 
The  King  behind  the  King  (Chapters  VI-VII),  by  Warwick 
Deeping — The  New  Cabinet — Hot  Air  to  Dry  Crops — 
The  Magic  of  Motion — "  Punch  "  Corner — Thought  for 
the  Month — Jungle  Thrills — Niagara  to  Light  Itself — 
Twenty  Eels.     (Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
The  Employment  of  Blind  Home  Teachers — The  Baro- 
meter— Letter-Juggling  Competition — The  Poets'  Corner 
— International  Notes — Correspondence — Our  Informa- 
tion Bureau — Advertisements  and  General  Notices — 
Favourite  Quotations.  Literary  Supplement  :  "  Stage 
Land,"  by  A.  E.  W.  ;  "  Character  Sketches  from  the 
Works  of  Charles  Dickens."  Musical  Supplement :  History 
of  a  Song  :  "  The  Three  Fishers,"  by  A.  B.  Cooper  ;  Song  : 
"  Until."  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Light  Bringer. — From  the  Braille  Room — The  Late 
Editor — "  The  Seeker  " — New  Books  and  Pamphlets — 
A  Study  in  Consciousness  (Chapter  XII),  concluded,  by 
Mrs.  Besant — Growing  Brotherhood  (II),  by  Alice  Braith- 
waite — From  "  The  Making  of  Man,"  by  Sir  Oliver  Lodge. 
F.R.S.— The  Cave  of  Lilith,  by  A.  E.— Lines  suggested  by 
verses  55-65  of  Bhagavad  Gita — Theosophy  and  the 
Mission  of  the  T.S. — The  Turning  Point — Prison  Walls 
(Poem) — Extracts. 


The  Braille  Pncket  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 


Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  tvpe.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  ot  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription  :  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine  — The  Gift  of  the  Magi — The 
Flying  Pieman — "  The  Holy  Tide  " — The  First  Christmas 
Boxes — New  Year  in  the  Balkans — Should  Auld  Ac- 
quaintance be  Forgot.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad. 
8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


Wanted  at  once  a  Non-resident  Certificated  Head 
Assistant  Master,  qualified  if  required  to  prepare 
pupiU  for  Matriculation  Examination  ;  previous  ex- 
perience in  teaching  Blind  pupils  not  essential  ;  also  an 
Uncertificated  Non-resident  Assistant  Master  with  ex- 


perience in  methods  of  teaching  the  Blind,  C.T.B.  Diploma 
preferred.  Salary  and  increments  according  to  qualifi- 
cations and  experience,  which  should  be  stated  full'  . 
Applications  to  be  addressed  to  J.  W.  Brooks,  F.C.I.S. 
Secretary,  Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Old 
Trafford.  Manchester. 
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EMBOSSED 
Physical  Map  of  England  and  Wales 
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Size:  22  ins.  by  18  ins.    . 
Weight  of  map:  About  2  lbs. 
Weight  of  map  in  case  :   About  5  lbs 


THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  has  a  stock  of  these  new  and 
improved  maps  of  England  and  Wales  only.  The  cost  of  producing  these  maps  is 
us.  6d.  each,  but  in  view  of  their  great  value  to  all  educational  establishments  for  the  blind 
it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  very  generous  discount  to  puichasers.  A  limited  number 
of  maps  are  now  ready  for  sale  at 

3/-    NETT.       Postage  or  Carriage  extra. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  map  is  in   very  bold  relief,  and  shows  the  principal 
towns,   rivers,    mountain    ranges,  etc.,  together   with    latitude    and    longitude   measurements. 
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MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 


Church — Canticles 
5645     "  Te  Deum  and  Bencdictus  in  A  flat,"  by  Harwood  (Vertical  score) 

6261  "  Te  Deum  in  D,"  by  J.  Pullein  (Vertical  score) 
Anthems — 

5972  "  God  is  a  Spirit  "  (Unaccompanied  Male  Quartet,  from  "  The  Woman  of  Samaria  "),  by  Sterndale  Bennett  (Open 

and  Vertical  scores) 

6262  "  Come,  and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord,"  by  Goss  (Vertical  score) 

6214  "  I  will  wash  my  hands  in  innocency,  O  Lord,"  by  E.  J.  Hopkins  (Vertical  score) 

6158  "  Happy  and  blest  are  they  "  (Chorus),  No.  11  of  "  St.  Paul,"  by  Mendelssohn  (Vertical  score) 
Oratorio   Selection — 

6123  "  And  God  saw  everything  that  He  had  made  "  (Bass  Recit.)  ;    "  Achieved  is  the  glorious  work  "  (Chorus)  ;    "  On 

Thee  each  living  soul  awaits  "  (Trio,  B.T.S.)  ;   "  Achieved  is  the  glorious  work  "  (Second  Chorus)  ;  from  "  The 
Creation  "  (Vertical  score)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .... 

Organ — 

6263  "  Introduction  and  Allegro  in  D,"  by  F.  E.  Bache  (Bar  by  bar) 

5973  "  Andante  Cantabile,"  from  "  First  Symphony  in  C,"  by  Beethoven  (arr.  by  Cruickshank)  (Bar  by  bar) 

5949  "  Scherzo  in  D,"  by  A.  Claussmann  (Bar  by  bar) 
5992     "  Three  Impromptus  for  the  Organ,"  Op.  78,  by  Coleridge-Taylor  (Bar  by  bar) 

6264  "  Pomp  and  Circumstance,"  Military  March  No.  4,  in  G,  by  Elgar  (arr.  by  Sinclair)  (Bar  by  bar) 

6215  "  Fantasia  in  E,"  Op.  21,  No.  1,  by  J.  Lyon  (Bar  by  bar)  

5950  "  Choral  Fantasia,  No.  2  "  (On  an  Old  English  Hymn  Tune),  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar) 
5320     Three  Organ  Pieces,  by  W.  Rea  (Bar  by  bar) 
5997     "  Passacaglia,"  from  the  "  Pastoral  Suite  "  for  the  Pianoforte,  by  Cyril  Scott  (arr.  by  Mansfield)  (Bar  by  bar) 

6265  "  Souvenir  Nuptiale,"  by  H.  Sandiford  Turner  (Bar  by  bar) 

6266  "  Andante  Cantabile  in  A,  and  Marche  Triomphale  in  E,"  by  Renaud  de  Vilbac  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

5920  15  Two-Part  Inventions,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar)        

6124  15  Three-Part  Inventions,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

6267  "  Andante  in  F,"  Op.  35,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 
5903     "  Ballad  No.  3,"  in  A  flat,  Op.  47,  by  Chopin  (Bar  by  bar)  

6175  "  Quatrieme  Scherzo,"  in  E,  Op.  54,  by  Chopin  (Bar  by  bar) 
6238     "  Gigue,"  by  Corelli  (Bar  by  bar)        

6269  "  Nocturne  No.  1,"  in  E  flat,  by  John  Field  (Bar  by  bar) 

6159  "  Valse  Arabesque,"  by  Carl  Hermann  (Bar  by  bar) 

6176  "  Alia  Mazurka,"  Op.  8,  No.  5,  by  W.  Hurlstone  (Bar  by  bar) 

6270  "  'Cello  Tune,"  by  Maurice  Jacobson  (Bar  by  bar) 
5385     "  Scherzetto,"  Op.  29,  by  Theodore  Lack  (Bar  by  bar) 

5974  Progressive  Studies  (for  Advanced  Players),  Op.  67,  Book  VIII,  Nos.  7-12,  by  Loeschhorn  (Bar  by  bar) 

6271  "  The  Sad  Little  Rabbit,"  by  Eric  Mareo  (Bar  by  bar) 

5921  "  Andante  and  Rondo  Capriccioso,"  Op.  14,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar) 

6160  "  Variations  Serieuses,"  Op.  54,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar) 
6212     "  Fantasia  in  C  minor,"  by  Mozart  (Bar  by  bar) 

5951  Sight  Reading  Exercise0,  Book  2,  by  Schafer  (Bar  by  bar) 

6216  "  Carnaval,"  Op.  9,  by  Schumann  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano  Duets — 

5357     Wedding  Music  :   1,  Processional  ;    2,  Bride's  Song  ;   3,  Dance  ;   4,  Notturno  ;   primo  parts,  by  Adolf  Jensen  (Bar 

by  bar) 
5353     Do.,  Secondo  parts,  by  Adolf  Jensen  (Bar  by  bar).  . 

5952  Ducts  (Mrs.  Curwen's  Pianoforte  Method,  3rd  step),  by  Swinstead  (Bar  by  bar) 

Continued  on  page   16 
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"THE   PASSING  OF   THE  VOLUNTARY  SYSTEM 


»» 


!y   BEN    PURSE 


T  is  but  a  few  short  years  since  the 
writer,  with  a  small  band  of  en- 
thusiastic workers,  resolved  to  give 
an  impetus  to  the  agitation  for  the 
intervention  of  the  State  in  the 
social  and  industrial  affairs  of  the 
blind. 

Most  of  us  were  very  young ;  we 
possessed  little  or  no  administrative 
experience,  arid  our  knowledge  of 
life   was   practically  summed  up  in 
the  drab   and   dreary  environment  by  which 
most  of  us  were  encompassed. 

From  the  very  nature  of  things,  therefore, 
our  mental  vision  was  blurred  and  biassed  by 
the  appalling  conditions  with  which  we  had  to 
contend,  and  it  will  be  conceded  to  be  natural 
that  we  should  feel  the  strongest  possible  re- 
pugnance towards  the  pernicious  system  of 
individualism  whose  only  policy  was  apparently 
one  of  laissez-faire. 

Conditions  of  existence,  as  we  knew  them, 
were  such  as  well-nigh  to  baffle  description; 
and  no  joy  could  come,  either  to  the  writer  or 
those  who  might  be  disposed  to  read  his 
narrative  from  the  recital  of  those  unhappy 
episodes  ;  for  most  of  us  they  were  days  of 
sadness  and  intense  privation. 

It  was  under  conditions  such  as  these  that 
the  spirit  of  revolt  against  the  accepted  tradi- 
tions was  born.  Our  bona-fide  grievances  were 
seemingly  ignored,  and  there  was  consequently 
developed  an  attitude  of  bitterness  and  hosti- 
lity which  often  expressed  itself  towards  every 
semblance  of  authority,  whether  reasonable, 
legitimate  or  otherwise. 


We  had  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  our  own 
powers  and  an  exalted  opinion  of  the  capacity 
we  possessed  for  the  discharge  of  administra- 
tive and  managerial  functions.  If  the  destinies  of 
the  voluntary  institutions  could  only  have  been 
entrusted  to  us,  how  very  different  things  would 
have  been  for  the  blind — at  least,  we  were  pre- 
sumptuous enough  to-  think  so,  and  indeed,  so 
they  would  have  been,  though  not  in  the  direc- 
tion we  anticipated. 

In  the  period  of  which  we  write  there  was 
little  or  no  inducement  for  a  blind  man  to  have 
recourse  to  industrial  employment,  because  the 
wages  he  received  were  paltry  almost  beyond 
the  conception  of  the  present  generation. 
Seven  shillings  per  week  represented  the 
average  remuneration  ;  no  small  wonder  is 
it  then  that  the  legacy  of  street-begging  is  still 
with  us. 

Some  of  those  who  aspired  to  be  leaders  of 
this  movement,  or  had  such  greatness  thrust 
upon  them,  were  not  too  well  equipped  for 
the  task,  though  they  were  fanatically  zealous 
and  anxious  to  make  themselves  worthy  ex- 
ponents of  the  cause  they  had  to  plead. 

Good  literature  was  not  nearly  so  accessible 
as  we  now  find  it  to  be,  especially  the  kind  by 
which  our  imagination  could  be  fired  and  our 
impulses  stirred. 

The  writer  used  to  walk  ten  miles  on  three 
alternate  days  of  each  week,  and  continued  to 
do  so  for  a  very  long  period,  to  an  enthusiastic 
friend  who  translated  Voltaire  and  other 
French  and  German  essayists,  reading  aloud, 
with  expression  and  forcefulness,  to  the 
infinite    delight    of    his    sole   auditor.        We 
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did  not  overlook  English  and  American 
historians  and  essayists  ;  they  were  read  with 
avidity  and  relish — Hulme,  Hobbs,  Locke, 
Payne,  Ingersoll,  Cobbett,  Carlyle  and  Ruskin 
— each  had  a  place  of  honour  in  our  little  circle, 
not  forgetting  Adam  Smith,  Ricardo,  Mill,  and 
a  host  of  less  responsible  political  economists. 
Shelley  was  our  favourite  poet — "  The  Mask 
of  Anarchy  "  and  "  Songs  to  the  Men  of 
England  "  being  ever  among  our  most  wel- 
come guests. 

Though  at  that  time  we  considered  ourselves 
pioneers  of  the  movement  for  the  abolition  of 
voluntaryism  in  the  affairs  of  the  blind,  the 
movement  in  reality  represented  no  such  thing. 
In  effect,  it  was  an  effort  to  expedite  certain 
changes,  most  of  which  may  now  be  said  to 
have  been  realised. 

The  transfer  from  voluntary  management  to 
State  control  represents  an  idea  that  had  oc- 
curred to  certain  reformers  long  before  our 
day,  and  is  after  all  but  the  expression  of  a  very 
long  process,  the  termination  of  which  cannot 
even  yet  be  seen.  The  idea  had  taken  root,  as 
we  have  remarked,  long  before  the  movement 
of  which  we  are  now  writing  was  conceived, 
and  this  movement  was  merely  a  symptom  of 
that  desire  for  change  which  manifested  itself 
in  a  variety  of  ways. 

Every  change  in  legislation  which  concerned 
vast  masses  of  the  people  was  an  influence 
making  for  altered  and  oftentimes  improved 
conditions  in  the  affairs  of  the  sightless  com- 
munity ;  changes  in  the  poor  law,  amendments 
of  the  franchise  laws,  alterations  in  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation,  changes  in  local  government, 
all  these  things  had,  and  must  continue  to  have, 
a  most  important  bearing  on  the  status  of  any 
dependent  section  of  society.  Our  unwilling- 
ness to  recognise  these  important  factors  was 
merely  an  indication  of  our  immature  mental 
development.  Most  of  us  set  out  with  the 
belief  that  to  conduct  a  vigorous  agitation 
would  enable  us  to  witness  in  a  few  short  years 
the  complete  abolition  of  the  voluntary  system 
as  it  applied  to  the  blind — a  conception  that 
could  never  have  occurred  to  us  if  we  had  but 
learned  the  lessons  of  history  aright  and  inter- 
preted its  trend  more  accurately.  Fortunately, 
we  were  soon  to  be  disillusioned ;  for  almost 
every  direct  step  taken  by  the  State  in  relation 
to  the  blind  has  only  served  to  emphasise  the 
immense  importance  of  the  voluntary  system, 
and  has  distinctly  strengthened  its  hold  on 
those  vital  services  which  are  contributing  so 


much  to  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  the 
community  as  a  whole. 

We  are  beginning  to  hear  complaints  of  the 
rigidity  with  which  the  State  enforces  certain 
regulations,  and  are  learning  that  those  who 
most  desired  to  see  the  determining  hand  of 
the  Government  in  all  our  affairs  are  now  dis- 
posed to  resent  a  discipline  which  they  affirm 
to  be  subversive  of  all  real  freedom;  but  is 
this  not  inevitable  ?  All  law  in  the  final 
analysis  tends  to  limit  or  circumscribe  the 
conduct  of  those  who  constitute  the  State. 
If  any  section  of  society  is  so  dependent  upon 
the  rest  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  assistance 
to  be  provided  for  which  no  equivalent  is 
forthcoming  in  the  form  of  tangible  service, 
it  is  logical  to  anticipate  that  the  body  cor- 
porate will  safeguard  itself  against  the  dis- 
sipation of  its  resources  by  the  least  necessary 
and,  therefore,  least  productive  of  its  com- 
ponent parts. 

Generally  speaking,  it  is  a  fallacy  to  assume 
that  the  State  can  give  us  greater  freedom  by 
statutory  enactment  and  the  imposition  of 
regulations.  All  these  things  make  for  an 
ordered  society,  but  they  do  not  necessarily 
represent  a  condition  of  freedom ;  as  a  rule, 
the  maximum  of  freedom  can  only  survive 
where  there  is  the  minimum  of  legal  inter- 
ference. 

So  far  as  we  are  able  to  understand  the  matter 
there  is  no  very  definite  evidence  of  the  passing 
away  of  the  voluntary  system  of  caring  for  the 
blind.  The  volume  of  public  support  is  cer- 
tainly not  diminishing,  whilst  unquestionably 
the  voluntary  agencies  are  becoming  ever  more 
efficient,  and  in  consequence  the  general  status 
of  the  blind  is  undeniably  improving. 

The  Central  Government  and  the  Munici- 
palities, though  doing  more  than  ever  before 
on  our  behalf,  very  wisely  are  seeking  to.  retain 
all  that  is  noblest  and  best  in  the  voluntary 
system,  and  this  very  attitude  is  fostering 
public  confidence  and  encouraging  acts  of 
generosity  to  flow  into  the  proper  channels. 

Promiscuous  charity  is  undoubtedly  a  de- 
clining feature  of  our  social  life,  and  that  is  all 
to  the  good,  for  its  operations  are  responsible 
for  defeating  the  efforts  of  those  who  are 
striving  to  give  to  philanthropic  agencies  a 
truly  constructive  character. 

We  have  no  desire  to  see  the  State  and  the 
Municipalities  undertaking  the  entire  respon- 
sibility of  caring  for  the  blind,  for  from 
observation  and  practical  experience  we  are 
convinced  that  in  the  main  it  would  not  be 
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nearly  so  satisfactory  as  a  condition  of  life  that 
in  some  degree  at  least  is  determined  by  the 
good-will  and  co-operation  of  the  three  im- 
portant factors  by  which  our  affairs  are  now 
ordered,  viz.,  the  State,  the  Municipalities  and 
the  Voluntary  Institutions.  They  constitute  a 
trinity  of  interests  which  in  combination  make 
an  indissoluble  whole,  and  in  our  opinion  it 
would  indeed  be  a  fatal  course  of  procedure  to 
urge  the  dissolution  of  this  partnership  which 
has  been  productive  of  incalculable  results 
during  the  past  few  years. 

The  State  can  and  will  continue  to  provide 
a  minimum  degree  of  assistance  for  the  blind 
and  other  handicapped  folk,  but  the  contri- 
bution it  makes  will  be  gauged  not  by  what  we 
think  we  ought  to  have,  but  rather  upon  the 
basis  of  what  others  determine  shall  be  con- 
ceded to  us.  A  destitute  man  would  like  a 
substantial  meal,  but  the  Poor  Law  Authorities 
prescribe,  not  merely  the  time  when  he  shall 
make  his  repast,  but  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  the  food  with  which  he  is  to  be  supplied. 
In  like  manner  legislative  action  can  secure  an 
all-inclusive  provision  for  us,  but  unless  it  is 
tempered  bv  those  generous  impulses  which 
can  look  sympathetically  into  individual  needs 
and  make  allowances  for  temperamental  dif- 
ferences and  variability  of  capacity,  we  believe 
that  the  stern  hand  of  the  State  will  fall  more 
heavily  upon  us  than  many  are  now  disposed 
to  think. 

We  are  often  asked  to  give  credence  to  the 
view  that  the  intervention  and  direct  control 
of  all  our  affairs  by  the  State  is  certain  to 
develop  a  more  sympathetic  understanding  of 
our  needs  than  the  alternative  order  of  society 
can  ever  provide  ;  we  respectfully  beg  leave 
to  differ,  for  so  far  as  we  know  there  does  not 
exist  even  a  modicum  of  evidence  which  would 
warrant  us  in  accepting  any  such  view-point. 
All  the  evidence  we  have  seen  of  late  years 
would  appear  to  point  to  the  acceptance  of  a 
contrary  opinion ;  for  in  assessing  degrees  of 
disability  no  one  will  claim  that  the  awards, 
generally  speaking,  can  be  characterised  as 
liberal. 

Even  where  distinct  services  have  been 
rendered  to  the  State,  the  treatment  meted  out 
to  illustrious  citizens  often  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  How  then  can  we  expect  to  be  more 
highly  favoured,  who  cannot  claim  to  have 
given  to  society  anything  approaching  that 
which  has  been  bestowed  upon  us  ? 

As  we  understand  and  interpret  the  meaning 
of  the  period  through  which  we  are  passing, 


and  gauge  its  historical  significance  in  the  light 
of  the  facts  at  our  disposal,  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  voluntary  system,  though  ex- 
pressing itself  in  other  forms,  is  yet  taking  such 
shape  as  to  make  its  continuity  even  more  and 
more  indispensable,  for  it  is  undoubtedly 
supplying  those  intimate  personal  services 
which  the  great  organism  of  the  State  cannot 
secure  by  legislative  enactment. 

What  will  be  the  process  and  how  this 
system  will  have  evolved  a  hundred  years 
hence,  who  will  presume  to  say  ?  Of  one  thing 
alone  we  are  confident :  that  so  long  as  the 
State  displays  any  concern  whatever  for  the 
highest  interests  of  its  handicapped  citizens,  so 
long  will  it  encourage  private  benevolence, 
whose  exalted  duty  and  noblest  work  is  to 
minister  to  their  needs  in  a  manner  entirely 
beyond  the  scope  of  legislation,  and  in  a  fashion 
never  contemplated  by  the  most  far-seeing  of 
statesmen. 

In  this  sphere  of  unrivalled  benevolence, 
which  is  known  to  us  as  the  Voluntary  System, 
the  work  performed  is  complementary  and 
auxiliary  to  that  of  the  State,  and  its  presence 
in  the  world  of  affairs  is  a  factor  of  the  highest 
ethical  value  without  the  beneficent  operations 
of  which  the  community  would  be  poor  indeed. 

<=?■* 

MUSIC   AT   THE   NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE 

THE  outstanding  feature  of  the  December 
Monthly  Concert  was  the  fantasia  in  G 
for  violin  and  piano  by  Sinclair  Logan.  Blind 
composers  have  done  comparatively  little  for 
the  violin  as  yet,  but  this  fantasia  shows  a 
marked  ability  to  write  for  the  instrument. 
It  is  a  strong  and  convincing  work,  brim  full 
of  life  and  musicianship,  and  it  is  admirably 
laid  out  for  both  violin  and  piano.  With  the 
composer  at  the  piano,  and  Miss  Elsie  Owen 
as  violinist,  it  received  a  masterly  and  spirited 
rendering,  and  it  is  a  work  that  violinists 
should  be  glad  to  know  about. 

Miss  Lucy  Leek,  L.R.A.M.,  who  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Normal  College,  and  has  just  been 
appointed  teacher  of  singing  and  piano  at  the 
St.  Vincent  School  for  the  Blind,  Glasgow, 
was  heard  to  advantage  in  Debussy's  "  Ara- 
besque," and  in  Somervell's  very  attractive 
impromptu  in  F,  while  Mr.  Logan  added 
further  variety  to  the  programme  by  contri- 
buting two  groups  of  songs  happily  chosen 
and  charmingly  sung. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT    INSURANCE 

ACTS,  1920-24 

HE  following  letter  has   been  received 
by  the  Secretary-General,  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  : — 

Ministry  of  Labour  Employment  and 
Insurance  Department, 

Queen  Anne's  Chambers, 
28  Broadway, 

Westminster,  S.W.i. 
22nd  December,  1924. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of 
Labour  to  inform  vou  that  a  question  has 
arisen  as  to  the  position  under  the  above  Acts 
of  the  Guides  and  Collectors  employed  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  to  guide  and 
assist  blind  persons. 

I  am  to  state  that  the  Minister  is  of  opinion 
that  persons  whose  duties  are  solely  to  act  as 
guides  to  bhnd  persons  may  be  regarded  as 
employed  in  domestic  service  within  the 
meaning  of  paragraph  (b)  of  Part  II  of  the 
First  Schedule  to  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Act,  1.920  (see  para.  2  (b)  of  the  enclosed  leaf- 
let U.I.L.4).  Where,  however,  such  guides 
also  assist  the  blind  persons  under  their  care 
in  connection  with  their  work,  or  with  the 
business  carried  on  by  the  blind  person  (e.g., 
in  clerical  work,  in  the  collection  of  subscrip- 
tions or  the  obtaining  of  orders  for  goods,  etc.) 
the  employment  is  regarded  as  being  employ- 
ment in  domestic  service  in  a  trade  or  business 
carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  gain,  and  con- 
tributions are  payable  accordingly. 

I  am  also  to  enclose  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  an  official  leaflet  U.I.L.19^  which  sets 
forth  the  effect  of  the  provisions  of  the  Un- 
employment Insurance  (No.  2)  Act,  1924,  as 
regards  the  employment  of  blind  persons 
themselves.  - 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Sgd.)     R.  C.  Davison. 

*         *         * 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  observations,  our 
readers  may  be  interested  in  the  following 
circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  : — 
Unemployment  Insurance  Acts,  1920  to  1924 
Position  of  Old  Age  Pensioners  and  other  persons 
over  70  years  of  age,  and  of  persons  in  receipt  of 
Pensions  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 

1 .  Persons  in  receipt  of  pensions  under  the 
Old  Age  Pensions  Acts,  or  under  those  Acts 
as  extended  by  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  are 


not  required  to  be  insured  under  the  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance  Acts.  No  contributions  are 
therefore  payable  in  respect  of  the  employment 
of  such  pensioners,  and  no  Unemployment 
Benefit  can  be  drawn  by  them.  An  Unem- 
ployment Book  held  by  a  person  who  is,  or 
becomes,  an  Old  Age  Pensioner,  should  be 
surrendered  immediately  to  the  nearest  Em- 
ployment Exchange. 

2.  Employed  persons  over  the  age  of  70, 
who  are  not  in  receipt  of  an  Old  Age  Pension, 
or  a  Blind  Person,  must  pay  Unemployment 
Insurance  contributions,  unless  they  are  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  or  private  domestic  ser- 
vice or  some  other  exempted  employment,  or 
unless  they  hold  an  Unemployment  Exemption 
Certificate  (in  which  case  the  employer's  share 
of  the  contribution  only  is  payable),  and  they 
will  be  entitled  to  Unemployment  Benefit  if 
unemployed,  provided  that  they  fulfil  the 
statutory  conditions  and  remain  free  from 
disqualification.  ,"-  -"; 

3.  The  receipt  of  pensions  other  than 
pensions  under  the  Old  Age  Pension  Act 
does  not  affect  the  position  of  an  employed 
person  as  regards  liability  insurance. 

Ministry  of  Labour, 

Employment  and  Insurance  Department, 
October,  1924. 


**» 


BLIND    SCULPTOR'S    ROMANCE 

THE  astonishing  example  of  a  blind 
sculptor  occurs  in  the  case  of  Jacob 
Schmitt,  born  in  Mayence  in  1891,  trained  as 
a  metal  worker,  educated  to  some  extent  in  art, 
and  just  beginning  life  as  a  craftsman  when  the 
war  came.  On  Christmas  Eve,  1914,  %&  was 
shot  through  the  head  and  blinded.  After  a 
vear's  treatment  in  the  clinic  of  Dr.  Solm, 
Schmitt  modelled  a  small  clay  low-relief  head 
which  was  shown  to  Professor  Fritz  Hauss- 
mann,  of  the  Art  Trades'  School  at  Frankfort- 
on-Main,  who  was  so  impressed  with  the 
quality  of  the  work  that  he  at  once  decided  to 
take  the  blind  craftsman  on  as  a  pupil.  In  less 
than  two  years,  at  the  annual  school  exhibition, 
Schmitt,  says  Kineton  Parkes,  in  "  The 
Graphic,"  produced  a  bronze  portrait  of  him- 
self, and  soon  afterwards  he  was  awarded  a 
medal  at  the  Frankfort  Art  Exhibition  for  a  bust 
of  a  child.  His  progress  was  rapid,  and  he  is 
now  a  successful  sculptor. 
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PERSONALITIES  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

GODFREY  F.  MOW  ATT 


O  our  gallery  of  men  and  women 
who  have  won  distinction  in  the 
world  of  the  blind,  we  propose  to- 
day to  add  a  pen-portrait  of  one 
who  affords  a  conspicuous  exampfe 
of  the  conquest  of  a  severe  handi- 
cap. That  a  blind  man  may  perform 
public  duties  of  national  importance 
in  eminently  capable  fashion — that 
he  may  preserve  for  himself  a  large 
measure  of  independence — that  he 
may  prove  himself  to 
be  "  a  thorough  sports- 
man" in  every  sense 
of  the  word — all  these 
things  are  clearly  de- 
monstrated by  the 
subject  of  our  present 
biography,  Mr.  Godfrey 
F.  Mo  watt,  J.  P.', 
F.C.T.B.,  third  son  of 
the  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  Francis 
Mowatt,G.C.B.,I.S.O., 
who  was  for  many 
years  Permanent  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury, 
and  of  Lucy,  formerly 
Countess  Stenbock,  his 
wife. 

All  accounts  of  his 
early  days  point  to  the 
fact  that  young  Mowatt 
was  a  sturdv  lad,  with 
all  the  healthy  love  of 
sport  and  pastimes  so 
typical  of  "  Young 
England."  He  was 
seven  years  old  when  he 
drove  a  knife  into  his 
left  eye  while  cutting  string.  Two  years  later  his 
right  eye  became  totally  blinded  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  injured  eye  was  not  removed  after 
the  accident.  In  spite  of  this  handicap,  and 
as  he  had  learned  to  ride  when  he  was  very 
young,  he  became  an  excellent  horseman,  and 
an  adept  both  at  riding  and  at  training  young 
horses. 

Up  to  the  age  of  twelve  he  was  educated  by 
a  tutor,  and  was  then  sent  to  Worcester  College 
for  the  Blind,  remaining  there  until  1891,  when 
he  underwent  an  operation  for  the  removal  of 


of  history  in  his  father's  house,  Withdean  Hall, 
Sussex.     His   "  coaches  "  were  three  Oxford 
men — one  a  rowing  "  blue  "  who  also  coached 
him   in   rowing,  and  later   partnered   him    in 
several  pair-oared  races.     Up  to  the  present 
time  he  has  retained  all  his  old  affection  for  this 
pastime,  and  has  seldom  been  known  to  miss 
the   Worcester   College   Regatta,   a   most  im- 
portant event  in  the  annual  programme  of  that 
Institution,  besides  taking  part  in  numerous 
regattas  in  which  the  other  competitors  were 
sighted.       He     hunted 
regularly       with       the 
Southdown  Foxhounds 
his    method    being    to 
ride     with     a     second 
horseman,  whose  light 
weight      enabled     Mr. 
Mowatt     to     exchange 
horses    with    him,    the 
two  riders  taking  their 
own    line    of   country. 
He    rode    six    different 
hunters,  all  with  equal 
skill  and  facility. 

In  1898  Mr.  Mowatt 
married    Constance, 
second  daughter  of  Mr. 
Edwin  Frend,  and  we  nt 
to  live   at   his    present 
home,  at  Hassocks,  in 
Sussex,  where  his 
daughter      was      born. 
After  his  marriage    he 
gave  up  hunting  at  his 
wife's  request.    He  now 
began  to  interest  himself 
in  county  affairs,  and  to 
take  up  work  of  a  public 
and    national    character.      By    accepting    the 
county  magistracy  of  Sussex  in   1904,  he  ob- 
tained   the   distinction   of  being   one   of  the 
youngest  magistrates   ever  appointed.      Since 
this   auspicious   beginning  of  a  devoted  and 
valuable  public  career,  he  has  for  many  years 
served  on  the  local  Board  of  Guardians  and 
District  Council,  and  has  acted  as  Chairman 
on  various  committees  of  the  Council,  such  as 
the  House  Committee,  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
Committee  and  the   School  Board  Managers 
Committee.     Deeply  interested  in  all  manner 
his  right  eye.    Thereupon  he  took  up  the  study  of  sport,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  local 
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football  club  in  191 3.  In  the  following  year 
he  became  president  of  the  Mid-Sussex  Cricket 
League,  and  in  1923  of  the  Sussex  Chess 
League. 

During  the  War  Mr.  Mowatt  was  as  active 
in  the  cause  of  his  country  as  any  sighted 
patriot.  On  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  he  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  first  War  Distress 
Committee  in  the  county,  raising  funds  to  en- 
sure the  payment  of  a  weekly  pension  to  women 
prior  to  the  installation  of  separation  allow- 
ances. He  also  acted  as  Chairman  of  the 
Tiibun.l  Committee  and  of  the  Food  Control 
and  Coal  Control  Committees.  A  munition 
works  was  established  at  his  house,  he  himself 
lending  an  able  hand  with  the  wire-work. 
Much  of  his  energy  was  at  that  time  devoted 
to  the  teaching  of  Braille  and  Typewriting  to 
blinded  soldiers  and  sailors  at  Queen's  Road, 
and  later  at  West  House,  Brighton. 

All  Mr.  Mowatt's  work  in  connection  with 
the  blind  has  been  marked  by  a  ready  and 
practical  sympathy,  and  his  unfailing  tact  and 
rare  knowledge  of  the  national  conditions  of 
the  blind  have  contributed  to  countless 
ameliorative  movements  for  which  the  sight- 
less population  of  this  country  must  ever  be 
grateful.  vHe  is  secretary  and  treasurer  to  the 
governing  body  of  Worcester  College  for  the 
Blind,  where  he  was  educated,  besides  being  a 
governor  of  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind  at  Norwood.  In  19 17  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  of  which  he 
is  now  Hon.  Treasurer.  Further  he  is  Chair- 
man of  their  Standing  Committee,  which  holds 
weekly  meetings,  of  the  Homes  Committee 
and  the  Homes  Industries  Committee,  and 
devotes  a  large  percentage  of  his  time  to  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  Institute.  He  is 
also  a  Fellow  and  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  College 
and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

During  the  last  few  years  he  has  played  a 
most  important  part  in  placing  the  finances  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  on  a  sound 
basis.  Realisation  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
Institute's  work  will  afford  an  insight  into  Mr. 
Mowatt's  efforts  on  its  behalf. 

The  blind  at  Brighton  and  its  environment 
have  greatly  benefited  by  his  efforts,  for  Mr. 
Mowatt  is  Chairman  of  the  Barclay  Institutions 
Committee  in  London  and  Brighton,  and  also 
o  the  Brighton  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind.  He  was  a  constant  helper  of  the  late 
Miss  Moon  in  her  pioneer  work  of  printing  and 


publishing  embossed  books  in  Moon  type — a 
field  of  labour  since  carried  on  with  much 
success  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

His  great  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of 
the  blind  has  received  public  and  govern- 
mental recognition  by  frequent  requests  to  sit 
on  various  central  committees  dealing  with 
their  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  the  Causes  and 
Prevention  of  Blindness,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  following  bodies  : — The  London  County 
Council  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Blind,  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Metro- 
politan and  adjacent  Counties  Association  for 
the  Blind.  He  was  selected  to  serve  on  the 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind  when  that  body  was  appointed  by  Mr. 
Hayes  Fisher  (the  late  Lord  Downham),  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board,  now  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  He  has  continued  to  serve 
on  that  Committee,  and  has  recently  been  re- 
appointed by  Mr.  Neville  Chamberlain,  the 
present  Minister. 

In  view  of  this  remarkable  record  of  work, 
it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  Mr.  Mowatt 
has  repeatedly  been  requested  to  stand  for 
election  for  the  House  of  Commons .  In  the  last 
election  he  finally  yielded  to  persuasion,  and 
became  a  candidate  in  the  Liberal  interest  for 
his  home  division  of  East  Grinstead,  and 
latterly  he  has  been  unanimously  re-elected  as  a 
prospective  candidate.  It  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  his  friends  that  he  may  one  day  occupy  a 
seat  in  Parliament,  for  his  capabilities  in  regard 
to  public  speaking  are  well  known.  He  has, 
moreover,  a  retentive  memory,  and  therefore 
does  not  miss  his  inability  to  take  notes.  It  is 
of  interest  to  record,  by  the  way,  that  Mr. 
Mowatt  is  gifted  with  a  remarkable  sense  of 
direction,  and  that  he  can  walk  for  miles  on 
the  South  Downs  without  losing  his  way.  He 
has  even  been  known  to  return  home  from 
Brighton,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  alone  in 
the  dark. 

Here  then,  in  brief  outline,  is  the  life-story 
of  one  to  whom  the  word  "  personality  "  may 
in  very  truth  attach. 

A  few  finishing  touches,  and  our  pen-portrait 
is  complete.  Sketch  in  a  look  of  kindliness,  add 
an  expression  of  sympathy,  indicate  keenness 
of  intellect  and  an  old-world  courtesy  all  too 
rare  in  these  twentieth-century  days,  and  the 
"  Portrait  of  a  Gentleman  "  is  before  you. 
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HOME    INDUSTRIES    ADVISORY    COMMITTEE 


N  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the 
Home  Industries  Advisory  Com- 
mittee of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  held  on  Wednesday, 
January  7th,  it  is  of  interest  ^o 
record  the  rapid  growth  of  this 
branch  of  the  Institute's  work, 
which  has  been  in  operation  for  a 
little  over  two  years. 

During  recent  months  the  num- 
ber of  home  workers  has  steadily 
increased.  On  December  1st  136  workers 
were  attached  to  the  scheme,  as  compared  with 
125  on  October  1st  last. 

Kent  has  33  workers  ;    an  increase  of  2. 
London  has  32  workers  ;  an  increase  of  4. 
East  Sussex  has   10  workers  ;    an  increase 
of  2. 
"    Croydon  has  7  workers  ;  an  increase  of  4. 

In  the  other  localities  the  number  remains 
<"he  same,  viz.  : — 


23 


Canterbury 
Eastbourne 
West  Sussex 


Surrey 
Hampshire 
Brighton  6 

Southampton    5 

Several  additional  cases  have  recently  been 
brought  to  the  Committee's  notice,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  in  the  near  future  150  blind 
persons  will  be  receiving  assistance  through 
the  Home  Workers'  Scheme. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  Home  Workers 
have  been  kept  steadily  employed  during  the 
past  few  months. 

From  1  st  September  to  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber home  workers  received  the  sum  of  £568 
for  goods  supplied  to  the  Institute.  For  the 
first  five  months  of  the  present  financial  year 
the  purchases  from  home  workers  amounted 
to  £790,  making  a  total  of  £1,3  5  8  for  the  eight 
months  ended  30th  November  last.  This 
figure  compares  most  favourably  with  the  one 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  policy  of  purchasing  for  re-sale  goods 
from  other  institutions  for  the  blind  has  been 
continued.  The  profit  derived  in  this  way  is 
devoted  towards  meeting  the  cost  of  operating 
the  Home  Workers'  Scheme.  During  the 
three  months  ended  30th  November  last  goods 
were  purchased  amounting  to  £507,  making  a 
total  of  £890  paid  to  other  institutions  since 
the  1st  of  April.  It  is  hoped  that  in  course  of 
time  orders  which  are  now  placed  elsewhere 


will  be  carried  out  by  home  workers.  To  en- 
sure this  result  it  would,  however,  be  necessary 
to  establish  a  small  workshop. 

Exhibitions  of  work  organised  during  the 
autumn  have  met  with  excellent  results. 
Besides  disposing  of  the  work  produced  by  the 
blind,  the  exhibitions  have  created  local 
interest  and  resulted  in  an  increase  of  orders. 

During  the  months  of  September,  October 
and  November,  sales  (excluding  materials) 
amounted  to  £1,242.  The  sales  from  the 
beginning  of  April  to  the  end  of  August  were 
£1,039,  making  a  total  for  the  first  eight  months 
of  the  present  financial  year  of  £2,281. 

It  is  reported  that  the  help  given  by  the 
representatives  of  County  Associations  has 
again  been  of  great  value,  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
through  their  efforts  that  the  exhibitions  have 
been  so  successful. 

During  the  summer  months  a  great  deal  of 
work  was  disposed  of  by  the  motor  travelling 
shop.  As  during  the  last  few  months  the  van 
has  been  employed  in  conveying  goods  to  and 
from  the  exhibitions,  it  is  felt  that  the  time  is 
fast  approaching  when  two  vans  will  be  re- 
quired. It  is  hoped  that  eventually  it  will  be 
possible  to  establish  two  depots — one  for  the 
eastern  and  one  for  the  western  part  of  the 
area  embraced  by  the  scheme. 

Regarding  the  purchase  and  supply  ot 
materials,  the  sale  of  materials  to  home  workers 
for  the  three  months  ended  30th  November 
last  amounted  to  £265,  compared  with  £295 
for  the  previous  five  months,  a  total  of  £560 
since  April  1st  last.  Purchases  have  of  late 
been  somewhat  heavy,  and  for  the  eight  months 
ended  30th  November  amounted  to  £830. 
With  a  probable  shortage  of  willows,  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  has  been  purchased  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  home  workers  until  the 
end  of  next  March.  There  is  also  a  satisfac- 
tory amount  of  wool  in  stock. 

For  the  nine  months  ended  31st  December) 
the  sum  of  £946  has  been  paid  to  home  workers 
as  augmentation.  Application  has  been  made 
to  local  authorities  on  whose  behalf  the  Insti- 
tute is  conducting  the  scheme  for  grant  in 
respect  of  the  year  1925-6. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  average  earnings 
of  home  workers  for  six  months,  up  to  '30th 
September,  1924,  as  follows  : — 
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Figures  in  brackets  show  the  average  earnings  for  12  months  ended  31-3-24 


No.  of 

Highest 

Lowest 

General 

Average  |  Average 

Trade 

^^orltcrs 

average  earnings 

average  earnings 

average  earnings 

hours  per 

based  on 

per  week 

per  week 

per  week 

week 

44.hr.wk- 

Machine  Knitters 

18 

30/-  (15/6) 

Ah  (Ah) 

9/1  (8/-) 

26 

15/4 

Hand  Knitters    .  . 

15 

I l/2  (12/4) 

3/-  (3/8) 

6/4  (7/0 

35 

8/" 

Piano  Tuners 

29 

2/lo/-  (2/13/4) 

5/-  (6/-) 

1 9/ 1  (24/6) 

32 

Chair  Caners 

13 

i9/-(i8/6) 

6/-  (2/10) 

10/10  (10/3) 

36 

— 

Basket  Makers    .  . 

26 

3  5/- (38/-) 

10/-  (6/-) 

18/7  (17/6) 

43 

19/- 

Basket  Makers 

6 

"M"/-) 

Ah  (4/4) 

7/9  (7/3) 

25 

13/8 

(Fancy) 

Music  Teachers 

2 

17/2 

7/6 

12/4  (19/10) 

29 

— 

Straw  Bag  Makers 

2 

18/8  (13/10) 

5/io  (8/7) 

12/3  (11/2) 

45 

12/- 

Mat  Makers 

4 

20/-  (19/-) 

8/9  (4/10) 

13/8  (8/6) 

42 

14/4 

Weaver 

1 

16/-  (16/10) 

44 

16/- 

Wood  Chopper 

1 

16/- (1 5/-) 

5° 

14/n 

Boot  Repairers 

2 

19/5  W8) 

Ah  (V7) 

11/8(2/7) 

lA 

— 

Carpenter 

1 

61-  (20/5) 

13 

— 

The  Ministry  of  Health  make  a  grant  of  £20 
per  annum  in  respect  of  every  approved  home 
worker  whose  earnings  are  not  less  than  16s. 
per  week  in  the  case  of  a  man,  or  8s.  per  week 
in  the  case  of  a  woman.  Grant  for  workers 
whose  average  earnings  are  less  than  these 
amounts  is  proportionately  less. 

In  a  complete  year  the  maximum  sum  which 
would  be  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  120  workers  (details  of  whose 
earnings  are  given  in  the  attached  statement) 
would  be  £2,400.  Assuming  that  these 
workers  will  continue  to  earn  at  the  same  rate 
during  the  second  half  of  the  financial  year, 
the  grant  which  will  be  forthcoming  from  the 
Ministry  will  be  £1,800,  or  £520  less  than  the 
maximum.     The  average  amount  received  per 


worker  will  be  £16  instead  of  £20.  This  will 
probably  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  cost  of 
operating  the  scheme,  and  therefore  the  loss  in 
grant  is  a  definite  loss  to  the  home  workers 
themselves. 

All  the  workers  are  not  sufficiently  capable 
to  become  full  grant  earners,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  thought  that  an  improvement  should 
be  looked  for.  The  earnings  of  the  61 
workers  who  failed  to  earn  full  grant  have 
been  investigated,  and  it  has  been  found  that 
22  could  earn  grant  at  the  full  rate  by  working 
longer  hours.  In  this  instance  the  earnings  of 
the  thirteen  pianoforte  tuners  who  failed  to  earn 
full  grant  are  ignored,  because  in  their  case  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  working  hours  would 
not  necessarily  result  in  increased  earnings. 


No.  of 

Workers  earning  Grant  at 

Workers 

Full  Rate 

I  Rate 

£Rate 

JRate 

Machine  Knitters 

18 

IO 

5 

3 

— 

Pianoforte  Tuners 

29 

16 

5 

3 

5 

Basket  Makers 

26 

15 

6 

5 

Straw  Bag  Makers 

2 

I 

- 

1 

Chair  Caners 

13 

4 

6 

3 

- 

Pulp  Cane  Basket  Makers 

6 

3 

1 

2 

- 

Music  Teachers 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Hand  Knitters 

15 

4 

3 

7 

1 

Mat  Makers 

4 

2 

2 

- 

Weaver 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Wood  Chopper 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Boot  Repairers 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Carpenter 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

120 

59 

27 

25 

9 

or 

49% 

«i% 

21% 

■7I0/ 
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Consideration  has  recently  been  given  to  the 
formation  of  a  Sick  Club.  In  the  event  of 
sufficient  response  from  the  workers,  it  is  in- 
tended to  form  a  Lodge  in  connection  with 
the  Church  Benefit  Society. 

The  contribution  will  vary  from  1/8  to  3/5 
per  month  according  to  age.  After  six  months' 
contributions  have  been  paid,  members  will 
become  entitled  to  sickness  benefit  at  the  rate 
of  10/-  per  week  for  26^  weeks,  and  5/- 
per  week  thereafter.  The  National  Institute 
is  prepared  to  meet  two-thirds  of  the 
members'  contributions,  and  benefits  will  be 
secured  by  the  workers  for  a  trifling  sum.  For 
instance,  a  man  of  thirty-four  years  of  age  will 
contribute  9d.  per  month  and  a  woman  of  the 
same  age  iod.  All  workers  under  fifty  years 
of  age  are  eligible  for  membership,  and  the 
scheme  will  interest  about  100  workers. 

It  is  understood  that  about  100  workers  have 
already  intimated  their  desire  to  become 
members. 

In  conclusion,  attention  should  be  drawn  to 
the  fact  that  the  Home  Workers'  Scheme  is  yet 
in  its  infancy,  and  that  suggestions  for  its  im- 
provement and  development  are  invited. 


MODELS   FOR  USE   IN   SCHOOLS 
FOR   THE    BLIND 

IT  may  perhaps  not  be  generally  known  that 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224- 
6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.i,  have 
in  their  possession  a  number  of  interesting 
models  which  may  be  loaned  for  the  purpose 
of  class-room  demonstration.  These  models 
can  be  supplied  to  schools  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  the  present 
arrangement  being  that  no  school  should  have 
more  than  four  models  at  one  time.  The 
models  may  be  kept  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  but  if  it  is  desired  to  retain  them  for  a 
longer  period  special  application  should  be 
made.  The  cost  of  postage  or  carriage  to  the 
school  in  question  is  paid  by  the  Institute,  the 
charges  for  returning  the  models  being  defrayed 
by  the  borrower. 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  models 
at  present  available  : — 

Eddystone  Lighthouse 

Lamp  Post 

Plough  and  Furrows 

River  Lock 

Stonehenge 

Great  Pyramid 

Suspension  Bridge 


Church  with  Tower 

Swing  Bridge 

Bridge — Waterloo  Type 

Semi-detached  Villas 

St.  Paul's  Cathedral 

Cleopatra's  Needle 

Scarped  Ridges 

Artesian  Wells  and  Springs 

Dissected  Plateau 

Block  Mountains  and  Rift  Valley 

Tilted  Strata 

Section  across  Weald 

Tilted  Strata  with  fault 

Wood  Map — France  and  Spain 

Brown  Bear 

Lowering  and  shifting  of  Divide 

Valley  Erosion  and  Widening 

River  Profiles 

The  Swallow 

The  Rocket 

Glaciated  Valley 

Dissected  Map  of  London 

Globe  (carved) 

Church  with  Tower 

Weather  Cock  and  Vane 

Country  House 

Windmill 

Street  Lamp 

Tilted  Blocks  and  Basins 

Thatched  Cottage 

Solomon's  Temple 

Arc  Lamp  and  Street  Refuge 

Wood  Map — Europe — England 

Chinese  Palanquin 

Norman  Castle 

Chinese  Wheelbarrow 

Swing  Bridge 

Dissected  Map  of  England 

Coal  Mine 

Bridge  over  Stream. 

THE  following  entertainments  will  be 
given  at  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.i, 
at  7.45  p.m.  :— 

Thursday,  February  1 2th  —  Shakespeare 
Reading,  "  Love's  Labour's  Lost,"  by  Alder- 
man H.  Keatley  Moore,  B.A.,  Mus.  Bac,  J.P., 
and  party. 

Wednesday,  February  25  th — Good  Reading, 
a  Lecture-Recital,  by  Bernard  McDonald,  M.A. 

Wednesday,  March  25  th — Concert  Lecture, 
by  Alderman  H.  Keatley  Moore,  B.A.,  Mus. 
Bac,  J. P.,  and  his  Choir,  for  the  study  of  un- 
accompanied Part-Singing. 

It  is  hoped  that  readers  and  their  friends  will 
be  able  to  be  present. 
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NATIONAL  UNION  OF  THE  PRO- 

FESSIONAL     AND      INDUSTRIAL 

BLIND 

LONDON   DISTRICT   CONFERENCE 

UNDER  the  auspices  of  the  above-named 
organisation  a  conference  was  held  on 
Saturday  in  the  Armitage  Hall  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece 
occupied  the  chair. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  Lowth, 
Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Workers'  Educa- 
tional Association,  in  which  the  work  of  his 
society  was  reviewed.  Mr.  Lowth  stated  that 
in  1887  two  tutorial  classes  were  organised. 
Last  year  the  number  reached  1,200  with 
rather  more  than  50,000  students.  An  in- 
teresting discussion  was  opened  by  Mr.  J.  R. 
Emblen,  a  member  of  the  National  Union  of 
the  Blind,  who  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  the  teaching  profession ;  he  urged  the 
formation  of  classes  for  students  in  connection 
with  the  association,  stating  that  all  the  facili- 
ties required  could  easily  be  made  available  to 
blind  workers.  He  was  followed  by  several 
other  speakers  who  welcomed  the  idea, 
promising  assistance  in  many  practical  ways. 

The  General  Secretary  of  the  Union  pro- 
mised on  behalf  of  the  organisation  that  the 
matter  would  receive  immediate  attention,  and 
indicated  that  arrangements  were  already  in 
progress  for  the  affiliation  of  the  society  with 
the  Workers'  Educational  Committee. 

Mr.  Lowth  was  cordially  thanked  for  his 
interesting  paper;  and  the  attention  of  the 
conference  was  directed  to  the  valuable  students' 
library  associated  with  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  to  which  all  could  have  free 
access. 

Mr.  Ben  Purse,  Hon.  General  Secretary  of 
the  Union,  then  opened  a  discussion  on  the 
subject  of  Methods  of  Remuneration  to  blind 
workers.  He  contended  that,  although  every 
institution  for  the  blind  in  the  country  is  now 
paying  trade  union  rates  of  wages,  there  is  a 
great  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  system  of 
augmenting  such  earnings,  which  inevitably 
leads  to  dissatisfaction  among  the  workers 
and  gives  rise  to  innumerable  difficulties.  At 
least  six  systems  now  prevail,  none  of  them 
being  entirely  free  from  anomalies.  The 
system  of  minimum  wages  would  not  solve 
the  problem,  for  experience  had  shown  that 
where  such  conditions  existed,  output  had 
declined    to    such    an    extent    that    economic 


earnings  well-nigh  disappeared,  and  apart  from 
that  consideration  penalised  those  workmen 
whose  productive  capacity  enabled  them  to  earn 
more  money  than  the  prescribed  system  would 
permit.  Minimum  wages  also  tended  to  fix 
conditions  of  payment  on  an  arbitrary  basis, 
quite  foreign  to  all  commercial  usage  and 
practice. 

An  animated  discussion  ensued,  it  being 
finally  agreed  to  again  consider  the  subject 
at  an  adjourned  conference. 

Mr.  Purse,  in  reply,  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  1922  and  1923  in  25  of  the  large 
institutions  throughout  the  country  economic 
earnings  were  about  £65,255,  whereas  sub- 
sidies reached  the  alarming  figure  of  £65,500 
in  the  same  establishments.  This  process 
must  be  stopped,  or  the  workshops  would 
become  mere  relief  stations. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  verbatim 
report  of  the  proceedings  was  taken  on  a 
shorthand  Braille  machine  by  Miss  Mabel 
Green,  blind  stenographer,  and  a  member  of 
the  Union. 

OBITUARY 

IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to 
record  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Puleston- 
Jones,  Calvinistic  Methodist  Minister  of 
Llanfair  Casreinion,  Montgomeryshire,  known 
as  the  Prince  of  Welsh  preachers.  Mr.  Jones 
lost  his  sight  in  infancy,  but  in  spite  of  this  he 
took  an  honours  degree  at  Balliol  College, 
Oxford.  He  was  appointed  lecturer  in  the 
theological  college  of  Bala,  his  native  town, 
then  entered  the  Ministry  and  held  pastorates 
at  Bangor,  Dinorwic,  Pwlheli,  and  Llanfair. 

In  moral  philosophy  and  theology  he  was 
accounted  one  of  the  finest  scholars  in  Wales. 
As  recorded  in  the  Beacon,  the  honours  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  him 
last  year  by  the  University  of  Wales.  On  this 
occasion  his  countrymen  presented  him  with 
a  cheque,  and  did  honour  to  his  learning  and 
talents. 

Mr.  Jones  rendered  very  valuable  editorial 
assistance  to  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  the  preparation  of  Welsh  books  for 
publication  in  embossed  type.  In  this  work 
he  effected  the  necessary  syllabic  divisions,  a 
matter  of  vital  importance,  and  his  great  learn- 
ing and  the  assiduity  which  he  brought  to  the 
work  resulted  in  a  very  fine  production  of 
these  books.  His  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  by 
the  Institute  and  by  the  blind  who  benefited 
so  greatly  by  his  work. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

CANE  AND  BEAD  TABLE  MATS 


N  the  basket-making  industry,  the 
apprentice's  first  task  is  usually  the 
making  of  round  bottoms,  which 
are  taken  by  more  experienced 
workmen  and  made  up  into  baskets. 
For  several  reasons,  which  need  not 
be  dealt  with  here,  this  method  of 
training  is  a  sound  one  ;  but  it  has 
the  disadvantage — in  the  writer's 
opinion,  a  serious  one — of  holding 
back   the   novice   for   a   longer   or 

shorter  period  from  the  satisfaction  of  turning 

out   a   completed 

piece  of  work  by 

his  own  unaided 

efforts. 

Happily  we 

can,   in   the   case 

of    pulp    cane 

basketry,     secure 

the  advantages  to 

be    derived  from 

following         the 

willow    worker's 

scheme  of  train- 
ing,   and,    at    the 

same  time,  avoid 

the    disadvantage 

referred  to  above. 

We      make      our 

basket      bottom, 

add   a  border  to 

the  outside  edge, 

and  have  a  com- 
pleted   article    in 

the    shape    of    a 

serviceable,     and 

— let   us    hope — 

artistic  table  mat. 
Beads,      either 

of     glass     or     wood,     are    introduced,     the 

combination  of  these  with  the  cane  in  table 

mats,    and     in    various     kinds      of     baskets 

also,  being  an  effective  one.     The  beginner  is 

advised,  however,  to  make  one  or  two  mats 

without   beads   first,   in   order   to   gain   some 

command  over  his  material  and  become  familiar 

with  the  "  strokes  "  used. 

Beads  may  be  obtained  in  a  variety  of  shapes, 

colours  and  sizes,  the  most  useful  size  for  mats 

being  those  of  about  quarter-inch  diameter  in 

section.     Round  beads  are  used  in  the  con- 


Cane  and  Bead  Table  Mat 


struction  of  the  mat  about  to  be  described.  If 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  the  beads 
locally,  apply  to  Messrs.  Cox  &  Co.,  New 
Oxford  Street,  London,  or  E.  J.  Arnold  and 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Leeds,  for  glass  beads,  and  to  the 
Dryad  Handicrafts,  42  St.  Nicholas  Street,. 
Leicester,  for  wooden  ones. 

In  a  previous  article  in  The  Beacon  a  simple 
set  of  tools  for  pulp  cane  work  was  described 
and  some  information  in  reference  to  the  cane 
given.  For  our  present  purpose  we  shall 
require  cane  Nos.  2  and  6,  and  48  beads.      (If 

lady  readers  find 
the  No.  2  rather 
too  stout,  Nos.  1 
and  o  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  the 
"  tying  in  "  pro- 
cess.) 

A  simply  con- 
structed round 
mat,  6  ins.  in 
J  diameter,  has 
been  designed  for 
those  just  begin- 
■  ning  pulp  cane 
work,  and  will  be 
1  described  here. 
After  some 
amount  of  prac- 
tice the  reader 
may  attempt  mats 
of  a  more  com- 
plex design, 
larger-sized  mats 
or  mats  of  other 
shapes.  Alterna- 
tively he  may 
proceed  to  the 
making  of  simple 
mat  described  here,  but 
is  a  bottom. 
To  begin  the  mat  cut  eight  sixteen  inch 
lengths  from  the  No.  6  cane  and  arrange  them 
in  two  sets  of  four  which  cross  each  other  at 
right  angles  at  their  centres,  the  horizontal  set 
being  uppermost  and  the  canes  in  each  set  lying 
evenly  side  by  side.  Grip  the  eight  canes  firmly 
between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  left 
hand.  These  eight  form  the  framework  of  the 
mat,  and  from  their  resemblance  to  the  spokes 
of  a  wheel  they   are  often  called   "  spokes." 


baskets,    using    the 
without  the  beads, 
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This  term,  though  not  recognised  in  the 
basket  trade,  may  usefully  be  employed  here 
in  connection  with  the  radials  of  our  table  mat. 
The  finer  cane  is  woven  round  the  spokes 
clockwise,  the  work  being  rotated  in  the  op- 
posite direction  as  the  weaving  proceeds. 
Holding  the  spokes  firmly  with  the  left  hand, 
pass  the  loop  of  a  hank  of  No.  2  cane  over  the 
top  of  the  vertical  set  and  down  to  the  centre, 
the  free  ends  being  on  the  right  of  the  worker. 
Bring  the  cane  which  lies  underneath  tightly 
over  in  front  of  the  four  right  hand  spokes, 
behind  the  bottom  four,  and  in  front  of  the  left 
hand  four,  leaving  it  there  for  the  time  being. 
Now  work  the  other  cane  round,  making  it  pass 
over  where  the  first  passed  under,  and  vice  versa. 
The  first  cane  is  worked  round  a  second  time, 
and  the  second  cane  also,  making  two  com- 
plete rounds  with  each  cane.  This  completes 
the  "  tying  in  "  (a  somewhat  difficult  process) 
and  the  two  canes  are  from  now  on  worked  as 
a  "  pair." 

"  Pairing  "  consists  in  taking  the  left  hand 
cane  in  front  of  the  spoke  on  its  right,  over  the 
other  cane,  behind  the  second  spoke  and  to  the 
front  again,  repeating  this  with  each  cane  alter- 
nately. With  the  first  round  of  pairing  the 
spokes  are  separated  into  twos  by  working  the 
pairing  canes  in  between  each  set  of  four.  A 
second  round  of  pairing  is  worked,  still  treating 
each  pair  of  spokes  as  though  it  were  a  single 
spoke,  and  with  the  third  round  the  pairs  of 
spokes  are  opened  out  and  each  spoke  treated 
singly. 

Go  round  a  fourth  time  with  the  pairing, 
finish  off  the  ends  by  pushing  them  through 
from  behind  immediately  under  the  preceding 
round,  and  thread  a  bead  on  to  each  spoke, 
placing  the  work  flat  on  the  table  and  kinking 
each  spoke  up  temporarily  to  prevent  the  beads 
slipping  off. 

Four  more  rounds  of  pairing  are  now 
worked  on,  beginning  immediately  over  the 
beads  ;  two  beads  are  threaded  on  to  each 
spoke  ;  and  yet  another  four  rounds  of  pairing 
beyond  these. 

After  damping  the  spokes  with  the  wet 
sponge,  proceed  to  form  them  into  a  border 
by  first  pinching  each  one  with  the  round- 
nosed  pliers.  For  the  sake  of  clearness  let  us 
take  any  five  spokes  and  call  them  Nos.  i,  2,  3, 
4  and  5  respectively.  Bring  No.  1  down 
behind  No.  2  and  No.  2  behind  No.  3,  the  ends 
of  both  coming  out  to  the  front.  Work  No. 
1  in  front  of  No.  3,  behind  No.  4,  and  to  the 
front,  and  bring  No.  3  down  behind  No.  4,  so 


that  it  lies  side  by  side  and  to  the  right  of  No.  1. 
Now  take  No.  2  in  front  of  No.  4  behind  No.  5 
and  to  the  front,  bringing  No.  4  down  by  its 
side.  Nos.  1  and  2  are  now  finished  with,  and 
Nos.  3  and  4  are  treated  in  the  same  manner  as 
described  for  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  so  on  right 
round  the  mat,  the  last  few  strokes  being 
threaded  into  position  to  correspond  with  the 
remainder.  This  border  is  a  comparatively 
easy  one  when  "  pairing  "  has  been  learned  ; 
the  only  difference  between  the  two  being  that, 
in  the  border,  a  new  cane  is  substituted  for  the 
one  finished  with,  at  every  stroke.  The  mat  is 
completed  by  cutting  off  all  surplus  ends  with 
the  nippers.  A.G.K. 

*%> 

ESPERANTO    AND    COMMERCE 

IN  the  first  three  months  of  1925  an  interes- 
ting experiment  will  be  carried  on  in 
several  countries  simultaneously.  Business 
men  in  each  country  will  have  25  hours'  in- 
struction in  Esperanto,  and  then  be  put  in 
touch  with  the  students  in  the  other  countries 
who  have  taken  a  similar  course.  Results  will 
be  noted  as  to  the  degree  of  proficiency  at- 
tained, and  the  suitability  of  Esperanto  for 
commercial  use. 

In  London  the  experiment  will  be  held 
under  the  auspices  and  control  of  the  French 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  London.  The  class 
will  meet  every  Wednesday  evening  from  6.30 
to  8.30  at  17  Hart  Street,  W.C.i,  commencing 
on  January  7th,  1925. 

Prizes  amounting  to  £15  are  offered  to  the 
students  most  successful  in  an  examination  at 
the  end  of  the  course. 

All  engaged  in  any  branch  of  commerce  are 
eligible  as  students,  and  instruction  will  be 
free. 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  reports 
that  during  December  64  new  cases  came 
under  its  care  (3  8  men  and  26  women).  Gifts 
to  the  number  of  3  5  were  provided  at  a  cost 
°f  £5  3  J9  XI-  The  amount  expended  in 
training  fees  was  £39  13  11  ;  in  relief, 
£602  is.  ;  and  in  relief  administered  by 
branches,  £175    15  4. 

«•» 
BLIND   MAN'S   FEAT 

WILLIAM  MODLIN,  a  blind  man,  of 
Whickham,  Durham,  has  won  a  domi- 
noes handicap  in  which  members  of  more  than 
80  social  clubs  in  the  county  competed. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

THE  month  of  December  opened  with  an 
enjoyable  Carmival  Ball  at  the  Palais  de 
Danse,  Wimbledon.  The  patronage  of  H.R.H. 
The  Duke  of  York  had  been  secured  by  Captain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  who  also  gave 
the  ball  his  own  support,  as  did  the  Lord  Lieut- 
enant of  Surrey,  Lord  Ashcombe,  C.B.,  and 
Lady  Ashcombe,  Sir  Joseph  Hood,  Bart., 
formerly  M.P.  for  the  division,  and  Lady  Hood. 
Miss  Hood  distributed  from  the  lucky  wheel  a 
number  of  charming  gifts  presented  for  the 
purpose  by  local  tradesmen,  who  also  gave  the 
prizes  awarded  in  the  fancy  dress  competitions. 
These  were  handed  to  their  fortunate  winners 
by  Miss  Peggy  O'Neil.  who  was  playing 
"  Lady  Babbie  "  at  the  local  theatre  that  week. 
The  judges  were  Mr.  John  Hassall,  R.I.,  Mr. 
George  Belcher,  who  was  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Belcher,  and  Miss  Moore,  the  dancer, 
together  with  Sir  Joseph  and  Miss  Hood. 
Madame  Edith  Baird  arranged  a  charming 
ballet  entitled  "  Winter  is  a  Comin'  In,"  and, 
as  at  Hammersmith,  the  leading  parts  were 
taken  by  Miss  Doris  Ball  and  Peter  Dear.  Mr. 
Douglas  Pack,  the  actor,  made  an  arresting 
bellman.  His  presence  was  due  to  Mrs.  Robb- 
Smith,  who  had  worked  hard  with  the  organiser 
to  make  the  ball  the  success  which  it  proved  to 
be.  Miss  St.  John  Montague,  the  clairvoy- 
ante,  had  many  patrons.  Besides  this,  the  money 
realised  by  the  sale  of  lucky  wheel  tickets  and 
floral  bouquets — some  of  which  were  made 
and  given  by  Captain  Hope,  a  blind  ex-officer — 
added  to  the  financial  result.  The  Lawrence 
Wright  Grenadier  Quartette  appeared  in 
costume  songs,  featuring  Miss  Gertrude 
Dickeson  and  Mr.  Gerald  Williams. 

The  Mayor  of  Wandsworth  called  a  meeting 
at  the  Baths,  Wandsworth,  on  the  afternoon 
of  December  9th.  He  was  well  supported  by 
leading  residents,  and  a  Circle  of  "  Helpers  of 
the  Blind  "  was  formed  which  promised  to 
outvie  the  activities  of  that  at  Streatham, 
which  is  also  in  the  Borough.  A  charming 
entertainment  was  provided  by  Miss  Phyllis 
Langharne,  Mr.  Eric  Saunders,  A.R.C.M.,  and 
Miss  Elsa  Wanstall  (late  premiere  danseuse, 
Royal  Opera  House,  Covent  Garden)  and 
pupils.  The  speaker  on  behalf  of  the  Fund 
was  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece. 

Concerts  were  given  by  blind  artistes  at 
Edmonton,  Goodmayes,  Neasden,  and  White- 
field  Tabernacle,  Tottenham  Court  Road  ;   and 


Mr.  Williams  was  the  speaker  at  a  Pupils' 
Concert  at  the  Lyttleton  Academy  of  Music, 
East  Ham.  "  The  Toreador  "  was  performed 
in  aid  of  the  fund  by  the  Free  Lance  Operatic 
Club  at  South  Norwood. 

Regimental  dances  were  given  on  December 
27th  by  the  London  Irish  Rifles  and  the  92nd 
(5th  London)  Brigade,  R.F.A. 

A  Carnival  Dance  also  ended  the  month, 
when  on  December  30th  quite  a  large  number 
of  people  gathered  at  the  Municipal  Hall, 
Tottenham,  despite  the  inclement  weather. 
The  dance  was  under  the  patronage  of  Major 
P.  B.  Malone,  M.P.,  and  Mrs.  Malone,  Dr. 
A.  G.  Newall  (Chairman  of  the  Tottenham 
Urban  District  Council),  Councillor  Dobson, 
Major  E.  T.  Garland  and  Councillor  and  Mrs. 
Frost,  who  took  an  active  part  during  the 
evening,  Councillor  Frost  addressing  the 
dancers  and  recommending  the  fund  to  their 
hearty  support  at  all  times. 

**> 

BLIND    CLIMBER 

A  WAR-BLINDED  soldier  named  Bach, 
taking  treatment  in  the  Bavarian  Alps, 
recently  made  the  ascent  of  a  peak  in  the 
Stauffen-Gebirge  range  in  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances. Bach  was  accompanied  by  a 
dog  that  never  leaves  him,  and  another  ex- 
soldier. 

During  the  ascent  the  blind  man  proved 
himself  a  better  Alpinist  than  his  companion. 
At  one  moment  the  dog  refused  to  advance,  and 
the  blind  man  and  his  companion  continued 
the  ascent.  They  lost  themselves  in  the  moun- 
tain for  two  days  and  two  nights  without  help. 
Finally,  they  emerged  from  the  mountain  on 
the  opposite  slope.  The  dog  remained  howling 
piteously. 

Later,  the  blind  man,  accompanied  by  a 
guide,  went  to  fetch  the  animal,  who  had  re- 
fused to  follow  any  other  tourist. 

The  highest  peak  of  the  range  is  5,845  feet. 


IT  is  proposed  to  erect  a  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  at  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 
An  international  competition  has  been  arranged 
for  the  submission  of  designs  for  this  buil- 
ding, and  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Royal  Institute  of  British  Architects,  9  Conduit 
Street,  London,  W.i. 
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HOW   THE    BLIND    BABIES    SPENT    CHRISTMAS 


EADERS  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  the  blind  babies  at  both 
Sunshine  Homes  spent  a  lovely 
Christmas.  Writing  to  the  Sec- 
retary-General of  the  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  the  matron  at 
the  Southport  Home  said  : — 
||Dear  Mr.  Stainsby, — Your  kind 
letter  of  good  wishes  for  Christmas 
was  much  appreciated  by  all  at  Sun- 
shine House.     We  all  remembered 

you  on  Christmas  Day,  and  hoped  you  were 

spending  a  very  happy  time. 

We  have  had  some 
lovely  toys,  many  more 
than  last  year,  and  fruit 
has  come  in  shoals  ! 
Major  Challenor,  of 
Westbourne  Road,  sent 
four  geese ;  our  fish- 
monger (Raynors)  sent 
a  beautiful  turkey,  ready 
stuffed,  for  the  babies. 
Various  people  have 
either  sent  or  bought 
sweets,  toys,  crackers, 
etc.  Mrs.  Davies,  one 
member  of  the  local 
committee,  was  very 
generous  in  her  gifts, 
and  has  promised  to 
send  us  two  tons  of  best 
coal  in  the  New  Year. 
The  babies  had  a  most 
lovely  day,  both  Christ- 
mas and  Boxing-Day. 
They  thoroughly  en- 
joyed everything,  and 
possessed  the  true 
Christmas  spirit.  They 
hung  their  wee 
stockings  up  with  much  excitement  on 
Christmas  Eve,  and  some  wakened  during 
the  night  and  found  them.  They  were 
so  sweet.  A  kind  friend  from  Ainsdale  sent  us 
a  Christmas  tree  which  we  decorated  with  toys, 
electric  coloured  lights,  etc. 

At  10.30  on  Christmas  morning  a  few  of  the 
local  committee  came.  The  children  had  their 
"  bran  tub,"  which  is  always  a  great  joy. 
Dinner-time  saw  them  very  jolly  and  happy, 
eating  turkey  and  their  own  special  plum- 
pudding  consisting  of  a  light  sponge  pudding 


Christmas  at  Sunshine  House,  Southport 


with  cherries  in,  custard  served  with  it,  and 
of  course  holly  in  the  centre. 

The  dining-room  resounded  with  merri- 
ment— their  joyous  little  voices  and  happy 
laughter.  Crackers  were  pulled,  and  the  great 
joy  was  to  wear  a  cap  !  A  little  rest  while  the 
staff  had  lunch,  and  then  games  until  teatime. 
During  the  afternoon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aveling 
(the  late  Mayor  and  Mayoress)  came,  much  to 
the  children's  delight. 

At  teatime  a  plain  iced  cake,  bread  and 
butter,  chocolate  biscuits  and  jelly,  finishing 
up  with  more  crackers  and  cheers  for  every- 
body. They  were  all  so 
good  and  kind  to  each 
other.  A  few  more 
games,  bed  by  7.30, 
and  all  were  soon  fast 
asleep.  Boxing-Day 
the  Mayor  and  his 
daughter  came  and  dis- 
tributed the  toys  from 
the  tree 

I  think  Christmas 
spent  with  children  is 
one  of  the  happiest 
times  of  one's  life. 
We  have  been  so  happy 
here,  and  I  can  safely 
say  this  has  been  the 
happiest  one  I  have 
ever  spent. 

With  my  grateful 
thanks  to  you  for  all 
your  kind  thoughts  of 
the  past  year,  and  with 
every  good  wish  for 
*925, 
Yours  very  sincerely, 

Mary  A.  E.  Smith, 

Matron. 

P.S. — I  omitted  to  add  that  the  babes  had 

sweets  after  their  meals,  and  also  found  one  in 

their  stockings  !    All  are  quite  well. 

*         *         * 

The  following  description  of  Christmas  at 
Sunshine  House,  Chorley  Wood,  was  sent  by 
the  matron  of  that  Home  : — 

I  think  Christmas  really  began  for  the  babies 
quite  four  days  before  December  25  th,  when 
the  Christmas  tree  arrived,  and  was  explained 
to  those  who  could  not  remember  last  year. 
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Of  course  all  those  who  were  old  enough  to 
ask  wanted  to  "  see  "  it,  and  carefully  feel  it 
as  far  as  their  little  arms  could  reach.  Then 
there  was  the  excitement  of  calling  up  the 
chimney  to  Father  Christmas  to  ask  him  for 
the  very  special  toys  each  one  really  wanted. 

Christmas  Eve  came  at  last,  and  many  dis- 
cussions were  heard  after  the  family  were  in 
bed  as  to  whether  Father  Christmas  was  really 
coming  that  night.  They  were  far  too  excited 
to  go  to  sleep  early. 

The  first  baby  was  awake  at  4  a.m.  She  soon 
discovered  her  stocking,  and  quickly  called  all 
the  others.  In  a  few  moments  all  the  babies  in 
that  nursery  were  eagerly  examining  their 
stockings,  highly  delighted  because  Father 
Christmas  had  brought  them  just  what  they 
had  asked  for,  and  other  toys  and  sweets  as  well. 

Soon  there  was  plenty  of  music,  trumpets, 
mouth  organs,  and  squeaking  toys  all  going  at 
once.  •  -Each  stocking  had  a  little  bag  of  sweets 
in  it  sent  by  some  school  children  at  Watford. 
'  The  next  thing  was  breakfast,  then  the  hope 
the  postman  would  bring  each  one  a  letter,  and 
when  a  Christmas  Card  came  for  each  of  them 
they  were  delighted,  tucked  the  cards  into  their 
pockets  and  produced  them  at  intervals  to  be 
admired.  Then  games  till  dinner-time,  when 
some  visitors  came  and  brought  some  sweets. 
After  the  usual  rest  some  more  games,  and  then 
the  Christmas  tree  and  crackers. 

The  crackers  were  a  special  delight  ;  the 
babies  liked  the  sound,  laughed  heartily  when 
the  crackers  were  pulled,  and  it  was  a  great  joy 
to  have  a  cap  to  wear  which  rustled  and  could 
be  made  into  many  letters  to  join  the  cards  in 
their  pockets. 

Then  tea,  when  each  baby  had  his  or  her 
special  little  cake  with  sugar  icing  on,  two  for 
big  babies,  one  for  tinies.  These  cakes  were  a 
gift  from  a  lady  especially  for  Christmas  Day  tea. 

After  tea  some  more  crackers,  then  games 
till  bedtime  came,  when  the  family  were  all 
thoroughly  tired  with  the  excitements  of  the 
day,  but  still  with  a  thought  for  to-morrow. 
One  little  boy,  as  he  was  being  tucked  up, 
asked  "  Will  Father  Christmas  come  to-night 
and  bring  us  more  sweets,  so  we  can  have  them 
to-morrow  ?  " 

I  think  the  babies  had  a  really  happy  Christ- 
mas, and  I'm  sure  we  did.  It  was  so  good  to 
see  their  happy  excited  little  faces,  and  although 
a  goodly  quantity  of  sweets,  etc.,  disappeared, 
not  one  baby  was  a  bit  the  worse,  and  they  were 
quite  ready  for  it  all  over  again  the  next  day. 

M.  O.  Eeles,  Matron. 


PEARSON'S   FRESH   AIR    FUND 

THE  object  of  this  fund  is  one  which  must 
inevitably  arouse  the  sympathies  of  all 
who  realise  with  Sir  George  Newman  that  "  the 
existence  and  strength  of  a  nation  ultimately 
depend  upon  the  survival  of  its  children  and 
their  physical  and  mental  health." 

The  33rd  Annual  Report  again  tells  the  tale 
of  happy  holidays  enjoyed  by  the  little  slum- 
dwellers  of  our  big  cities.  During  the  year  the 
outstanding  event  was  the  celebration  at 
Loughton,  in  Epping  Forest,  of  Founder's 
Day,  in  memory  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  to 
whom  the  children  owe  so  much.  It  was  felt 
that  no  more  suitable  manner  could  be  found 
of  utilising  the  capital  sum  allocated  to  the 
fund  by  the  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 
than  by  expending  the  interest  on  sending  the 
first  thousand  children  each  year  from  London 
to  the  country  on  "  Founder's  Day."  The 
President,  Sir  Neville  Pearson,  has  made  him- 
self responsible  for  the  balance  of  the  requisite 
sum.  On  this  occasion  the  day  was  rendered 
memorable  by  a  visit  from  their  Royal  High- 
nesses, Prince  and  Princess  Arthur  of  Con- 
naught. 

During  the  year  a  day's  holiday  has  been 
given  to  136,030  children  in  the  British  Isles, 
whilst  3,296  children  were  taken  away  for  a 
fortnight.  Of  these,  57,630  London  children 
enjoyed  a  day's  holiday,  and  1,100  a  fortnight's 
holiday.  The  grand  total  for  the  33  years 
during  which  the  fund  has  existed  now 
amounts  to  : — 4,766,110  days  and  76,618 
fortnights,  a  record  for  which  all  associated 
with  the  organisation  of  the  fund  may  be 
justly  proud. 


SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

THE  next  examination  for  Gardner  Trust 
Scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  £40, 
tenable  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19,  will  be  held 
on  the  7th  and  9th  March.  Candidates  must 
have  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  on  or  before 
the  date  of  the  examination,  must  have  resided 
in  England  or  Wales  for  the  last  five  years,  and 
be  intending  to  remain  resident.  Application 
should  be  made  to  the  Principal  on  or  before 
Monday,  the  16th  February,  and  the  forms, 
properly  filled  in  and  completed,  returned  to 
the  College  before  the  23  rd  February,  or  the 
candidate's  name  will  not  be  placed  on  the  list. 
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NEW    MUSIC    PUBLICATIONS— Continued 


Dance- 


6273  "  Chili  Bom  Bom,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  W.  Donaldson  (Bar  by  bar) 

6274  "  Dream  Melody,"  Waltz-Song,  by  T.  Koehler,  F.  Magine,  C.  Maset  (Bar  by  bar) 

6275  "  March  of  the  Mannikins,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  D.  Onivas  (Bar  by  bar) 

6276  "  How's  Bonzo  ?  "  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  M.  Strong  (Bar  by  bar) 

Songs — 

5821     "  Come  unto  Me,  ye  weary  "  (Sacred)  (E  flat,  Compass  B'  to  F'),  by  Batten 

6277  "  It's  a  beautiful  day  "  (G,  Compass  C  sharp  to  D'),  by  T.  C.  Sterndale  Bennett 

6177  "  Music,  when  soft  voices  die,"    by  Maurice  Besly  (E  flat,  Compass  B'  natural  to  A') 

6278  "  Spring  had  come  "  (from  "  Hiawatha  "),  by  Coleridge-Taylor  (D,  Compass  F  natural  to  A') 

6279  "  Thanks  be  to  God  "  (Sacred),  with  Organ  Obbligato,  by  S.  Dickson  (C,  Compass  C  to  F')   . . 

6280  "  Love  is  a  sickness,"  by  C.  Armstrong  Gibbs  (G,  Compass  D  to  E') 

6281  "  Arise,  ye  subterranean  winds  "  (from  "  The  Tempest  "),  by  Purcell  (C,  Compass  F,  to  D') 
5772     "  Largo  al  Factotum  "  (from  "  II  Barbiere  di  Siviglia  "),  by  Rossini  (C,  Compass  B,  to  F')    . . 
5886     "  Thy  Gifts  "  (Sacred),  by  Kennedy  Russell  (E  flat,  Compass  C  to  F') 

6178  "  The  Piper,"  by  McLeod  Steel  (B  minor,  Compass  C  to  F')  

6282  "  Clear  the  track,  let  the  Bullgine  run  "  (arr.  by  R.  Terry)  (G  minor,  Compass  D  to  D') 

6283  "  Caravan  Songs  "  (Seven  useful  School  Songs),  by  D.  H.  Wassell 
Two-Part  Song — 

6161     "  A  Sea  Song  "  (Female  Voices),  by  Ivor  Atkins 

Four-Part  Song — 
5624     "  The  Dance  "  (No.  1  of  six  Choral  Songs  "  From  the  Bavarian  Highlands  "),  by  Elgar  (Open  and  Vertical  scores) 

Theory — 

6179  The  Training  of  Children's  Voices,  by  Walter  Carroll  (Pocket  size)  

6284  The  Nine  Steps  towards  "  Finger  Individualization,"  by  Tobias  Matthay  (Pocket  size) 
Music  Literature — 

5975-5977   Growth  of  Music,  Part  III,  3  vols,  by  H.  C.  Colles per  vol. 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

6044     A  Son  of  the  State,  Pett  Ridge ..        '  ."."        9 

9 


6045  do. 

6046  Monsieur  de  Rochfort,  Stacpoole 

6047  do. 

6048  do. 

6196  Favourite  Greek  Myths,  Hyde 

6197  do. 

6260  Handbook  for  Home  Teachers 


MOON  BOOKS 

Subject    to    a   reduction    of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  in  British  Isles,  and    one-half  for 
the  blind  in  the  Colonies. 

The  White  Man,  by  W.  D.  Steele,  1  vol 
La  Guiablesse,       ,,  „  1    „ 

Both  Judge  and  Jury        „  1    „ 


2267 
2268 
2269 
2270 
2271 
2273 


Always  Summer  „  1 

At  Two-in-the-Bush  „  1 

The  Marriage  in  Kairwin  „  1 
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COLLEGE  AND  ASSOCIATION  OF 
TEACHERS   OF   THE   BLIND 

THE  School  Teachers'  Examination  will 
be  held  on  26th  and  27th  May,  1925,  at 
the  School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  Lon- 
don, N.W.3.  The  Home  Teachers'  Examina- 
tion will  be  held  from  18th  to  22nd  May,  1925, 
at  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage, 
London,  N.W.3,  and  at  the  Technical  College, 
Bradford.  Forms  of  application,  which  must 
be  returned  not  later  than  18  th  April  next,  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Hon.  Registrar  of  the 
College,  224  Great  Portland  Street,  London, 
W.i. 


CHARITY  BEGINS  AT  HOME 

but  if  you  have  no 

Blind  Weavers      Do  Help  those  in  London 

Write  to  the 

BARCLAY     WORKSHOP 
FOR      BLIND      WOMEN 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  sta,  1920) 

21  Crawford  St.,  Baker  St.,  London,  W.  1 

for  Price  List  and  Patterns. 

Hundreds  of  beautiful  dress  materials,  cotton 

frocks,  jumpers,  overalls,  aprons,  tablecloths, 

feeders,  etc.,  in  every  colour  in  stock. 
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BRAILLE     MAGAZINES 

Contents  of  the  January  Numbers 
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Progress. — In  Fathoms  Deep — The  Splendid  Legend  of 
David  Livingstone — An  Old  Household  Ledger — A  Page 
of  Verses — Taming  Fish — Wireless  for  the  Blind,  IV — 
Intellect  Sharpeners — Garden  Notes — National  Library 
for  the  Blind — Matters  of  the  Moment — Our  Prize  Com- 
petitions— Advertisements — Scotland's  Stone — Poetry  in 
Bird's  Names — "  Music  Hath  Charms  " — A  Page  of 
Nuggets — The  Question  Box — A  French  Page — Good 
Luck,  by  W.  Pett  Ridge.  Chess  Supplement  ;  Home 
Occupations  for  the  Blind.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad.  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal  — Slang  :  its  use  and  misuse — 
Marie  Antoinette  and  I'ersen — Psyche — Palestinian 
Pioneers — Notice — National  Library  for  the  Blind — "  A 
New  Dog  " — Three  Stories  by  Mrs.  Asquith — The  Unity 
of  Western  Civilisation.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,     lis  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Life  and  Letters — Studies  in 
Pianoforte  Interpretation — Notes  and  News  Concerning 
the  Blind — Correspondence — Music  at  the  National  In- 
stitute— The  Organist's  Repertoire — Choirs  and  Schools — 
Performing  Right  Society  v.  John  Coates — London  County 
Council  Classes  for  Teachers.  Supplement  :  Braille 
Music  Reviews  ;  Insets  :  Piano  :  "  Gigue,"  by  Corelli  : 
Song  :  "  Love  is  a  Sickness,"  by  Armstrong  Gibbs. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

School  Magazine. —  By  the  Editor — The  Captive  who 
Stood  before  Caesar  (My  Magazine) — The  Happiest  Heart — 
(Poem) — Hunting  Nests  for  Dinner  (Boys'  and  Girls' 
Newspaper) — Post  Offices  on  Wheels  (The  Scout) — 
Told  in  Playtime — Do  you  Know  ? — Prize  Competition — 
Egypt's  Water  of  Life  (Children's  Newspaper) — In  Nep- 
tune's Nursery  (Little  Folks) — Glossary  of  Difficult 
Words — Cats  that  eat  Cocoa-nuts.  (Subscription  :  In- 
land and  abroad,  3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


Santa  Lucia. — Strange  Visitors  to  London — Zoo  Notes — 
Marvellous  New  Skyscraper — Praying  for  the  Moon — The 
King  behind  the  King  (Chapters  VIII  to  XI),  by  Warwick 
Deeping — Making  Hens  Work  Overtime — Thought  for  the 
Month  and  the  New  Year — Notice — "  Punch  "  Corner  : 
Charivaria — Looking  on  in  the  Country — A  Noisy  Capital 
— Dinosaurs  in  a  Motor  Car — Dogged  Dog — A  Year  with  a 
Bee — The  Life  Worth  While.     (Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Our  History  in  Stone — Cross-Word  Puzzle — The  Ther- 
mometer— Letter-Juggling  Competition — The  Poet's  Cor- 
ner— Our  Information  Bureau — Correspondence — Adver- 
tisements and  General  Notices — International  Notes — 
Social  Life  of  the  Blind — Favourite  Quotations.  Literary 
Supplement  :  "  Poetry  of  the  Twilight,"  by  George  Blake; 
"  Some  Interesting  Biographical  Notes."  Music  Supple- 
ment :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  Oh,  Wert  thou  in  the  Cauld 
Blast,"  by  A.  B.  Cooper ;  Piano  :  "  Chant  sans  Paroles," 
by  Tschaikowsky.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s. 
per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 


Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  srives  a  concise  summary  ot  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription  :  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — A  Happy  New  Year — The  Find, 
by  W.  Gilhespy — The  Way  In — History  in  a  Tobacco  Box 
— The  World's  Population — Bees  Born  in  Bricks — Quaint 
Gipsy  Customs — Catching  the  Train.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


GLAMORGAN  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Blind  Persons  Act,    1920. 

Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of  Home  Teacher  and   Visitor  of  the  Blind    (Female). 

Candidates  must  be  sighted  and  not  over  forty  years  of  age. 

The  person  appointed,  if  not  holding  the  Home  Teacher's  Certificate  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind, 
will  be  required  to  pass  the  examination  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  appointment,  and  will  be  required  to  show 
that  she  has  knowledge  of  Braille  and  Moon  Types,  and  also  practical  ability  to  teach  home  occupations  suitable  for 
the  Blind.  She  will  be  required  to  devote  her  whole  time  to  the  duties,  to  reside  where  lequired,  and  to  act  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  and  Manager  of  the  Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

The  salary  will  be  £156  per  annum,  and  the   appointment  will  be  terminable  by  one  month's  notice  on  either  side. 

Applications  with  copies  of  three  recent  testimonials,  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  E.  Colston  Williams,  County  Medical 
Officer,  County  Hall,  Cardiff,  not  later  than  20th  February,  1925. 

T.  MANSEL  FRANKLEN. 
Glamorgan  Countv  Hall,  Cardiff.  Clerk  of  the  County  Council. 

23rd   January.   1925. 
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EMBOSSED 

Physical  Map  of  England  and  Wales 
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Size:   22  ins.  by  18  ins. 

Weight  of  map  :  About  2  lbs. 

Weight  of  map  in  case:  About  5  lbs. 

THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  has  a  stock  of  these  new  and 
improved  maps  of  England  and  Wales  only.  The  cost  of  producing  these  maps  is 
us.  6d.  each,  but  in  view  of  their  great  value  to  all  educational  establishments  for  the  blind 
it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  very  generous  discount  to  purchasers.  A  limited  number 
of  maps  are  now  ready  for  sale  at 

3/-    NETT.       Postage  or  Carriage  extra. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  map  is  in  very  bold  relief,  and  shows  the  principal 
towns,    rivers,    mountain    ranges,  etc.,  together   with   latitude    and    longitude   measurements. 
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MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — 

6320  "  Praise  His  Awful  Name      (Chorus  from  "  The  Last  Judgment  "),  by  Spohr  (Vertical  score) 
6343     "  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,"  and  "  All  Glory  to  the  Lamb  that  Died  "  (Choruses  from  "  The  Last  Judgment  ")  by  Spohr 

(Vertical  score) 

6321  "  Holy,  Blessed  Trinity  "  (Anthem),  by  Tschaikowsky  (Vertical  score) 
Organ — 

6322  "  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  E  flat "  ("  St.  Anne  "),  vol.  3,  No.  1,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

6323  "  Adagio  in  E,"  by  Frank  Bridge  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6324  "  Elegy  in  A  flat,"  by  C.  H.  H.  Parry  (Bar  by  bar)  

6325  "  Largo  Sostenuto,"  from  "  A  Sea  Symphony,"  by  Vaughan  Williams  (arranged  by  H.  G.  Ley),  (Bar  by  bar) 

6326  "  Fantasia  in  F,"  by  J.  E.  West  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

6327  "  The  Snake  Charmer,"  by  Hubert  Bath  (Bar  by  bar)        

6328  Nos.  3,  4  and  5  of  "  Five  Pieces,"  by  Balfour  Gardiner  (Bar  by  bar) 

6329  "  Four  Portraits,"  by  Percival  Garratt  (Bar  by  bar) 

6330  "  Gavotte  in  F,"  by  Martini  (Bar  by  bar) 

6331  "  Abschied,"  Op.  82,  No.  9,  by  Schumann  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6311  "  Hours  of  Pleasure."  by  Thumer,  Preparatory  Grade,  Book  A  (Bar  by  bar) 

6312  ,,  „         Preparatory  Grade,  Book  B  (Bar  by  bar)     .  . 
Duets — 

6332  "  Rhymes  and  Rhythms  "  (Fifteen  Easy  Duets,  applying  the  first  principles  of  Aural  Training  to  the  Pianoforte), 

by  Ernest  Read  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size.  . 
Dance — 

6333  "  Secrets  "  (Song-Waltz),  by  Allan,  Campbell  and  Connelly  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6334  "  Just  keep  on  Dancing  "  (Song  Fox-Trot),  by  Mayerl  and  Paul  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6335  "  All  Scotch  "  (Medley  One-Step),  by  W.  McKenna  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6336  "  Linger  Awhile  "  (Dancing  Song),  by  Vincent  Rose  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6337  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord  "  (Sacred),  by  Granville  Bantock,  B  flat,  Compass  D  to  F' 

6338  "  Sea  Rapture,"  by  Eric  Coates,  C,  Compass  C  sharp  to  E',  pocket  size 

6339  "  There  is  a  Green  Hill  Far  Away  "  (Sacred),  by  Gounod,  E,  Compass  D  sharp  to  E'  . .  . .     ' 

6340  "  The  Fishermen  of  England,"  by  Montague  Phillips,  C,  Compass  C  to  E',  pocket  size 

6341  "  Danny  Deever"  (A  Barrack-Room  Ballad),  by  Ward-Higgs,  F  minor,  Compass  C  flat  to  C  natural 

6342  "  Ye  Cupids  Droop  Each  Little  Head,"  by  M.  V.  White,  G^  Compass  D  to  E' 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Drama — 
6104     "  Joan  of  Arc,"  by  de  Quincey  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1  vol.      2  11 

Fiction — 
6291     "  Conference  of  the  Powers  " 1  vol.      8  10 


MOON  BOOKS 

Subject    to    a   reduction    of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  resident   in  the  British  Isles,  and 
one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


2275  "  From  the  Other  Side  of  the  South,"  by  W.  D.  Steele 

2276  "  Arab  Stuff,"  by  W.  D.  Steele  


. .  1  vol. 
. .  1  vol. 
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A  MONTHLY   MAGAZINE  DEVOTED  TO  THE 
INTERESTS  OF  THE  BLIND 


VOL.  IX.— NO.  99. 


MARCH,   1925. 


Price  3d. 

31.   PER  ANNUM.  rOIT  mil 


HANDBOOK    FOR    HOME    TEACHERS 


HOSE  who  are  taking  up  the  career 
of  Home  Teaching  for  the  Blind 
will  find  a  "  Handbook  for  Home 
Teachers,"  issued  by  the  College 
and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the 
Blind,  and  published  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  of  the  very 
greatest  service. 

It  had  long  been  felt  that  a  defi- 
nite and  detailed  description  of  the 
work  should  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  prospective  home  teacher,  and  the  recent 
inauguration  by  the  College  and  Association 
of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  of  a  Home  Teachers' 
Examination  rendered  the  need  for  such  a 
manual  doubly  urgent.  At  the  request  of  the 
College  of  Teachers'  Committee,  their  Exami- 
ners consented  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  an 
Editorial  Board,  and  this  handbook  is  the 
result  of  their  labours.  We  propose  to  give  a 
brief  review  of  this  publication,  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  usefulness  as  a  book  of  reference, 
serves  as  a  valuable  guide  to  the  Home 
Teachers'  Examination  and  as  a  manual  for 
much  of  the  Home  Teachers'  daily  work. 

Between  the  foundation  of  the  Indigent 
Blind  Visiting  Society  in  1834  and  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Home  Teachers'  Examination 
in  1923  lie  years  in  which  was  gradually  built 
up  a  service  for  the  blind  which  now  plays  an 
important  part  in  most  schemes  for  their  wel- 
fare. In  an  introductory  note,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Ritchie,  M.A.,  traces  the  progressive  develop- 
ment of  this  work.  It  is  interesting  to  recall 
with  Mr.  Ritchie  the  failure  of  the  early  in- 
stitutions to  realise  that  their  work  did  not  end 
with  the  training  of  their  pupils,  who  would 


in  most  cases  probably  require  assistance  and 
supervision  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  A 
number  of  Home  Teaching  Societies  which 
were  inaugurated  at  this  time  were  conse- 
quently obliged  to  develop  systems  for  the 
benefit  of  Blind  Home  Workers,  and  it  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  two  of  the  largest  work- 
shops for  the  blind  in  this  country — at  Corn- 
wallis  Street  in  Liverpool  and  at  Tottenham 
Court  Road  in  London — owe  their  origin  to 
some  extent  to  those  efforts  on  their  behalf. 

In  1855  Miss  Graham  founded  the  Home 
Teaching  Society,  which  gradually  extended 
its  activities  from  London  to  the  Home 
Counties.  Numerous  local  societies  have 
been  founded  since  then.  In  1902  the  number 
of  blind  persons  under  visitation  in  this 
country  was  somewhat  over  5,000,  of  whom 
half  were  able  to  read  embossed  type. 
In  191 7  the  total  number  is  given  as  approxi- 
mately 8,000.  Later  the  Seven  Unions  of 
Agencies  for  the  Blind  came  into  being,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  foundation  of  the 
ten  societies  which  catered  for  the  scattered 
blind  of  Scotland.  These  Unions  are  mainly 
important  for  the  impetus  which  they  gave  to 
the  discovery  and  supervision  of  the  blind  in 
their  own  homes,  and  they  are  therefore 
closely  connected  with  the  problem  of  Home 
Teaching.  Since  the  setting  up  in  191 7  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind,  a  vast  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  registration  and  supervision  of  the  extra- 
institutional  blind.  In  1919  the  number  of 
Home  Teachers  in  England  and  Wales  is 
quoted  as  just  over  100,  whilst  to-day  the 
number  has  increased  to  274.    The  payment  of 
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Treasury  grants  has  greatly  assisted  the  work, 
and  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  the  finan- 
cial interest  displayed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  has  resulted  in  the  requirement  of 
guarantees  of  efficiency  from  the  grant- 
earning  teachers,  who  are  required  to  pass 
within  two  years  of  appointment  the  Exami- 
nation conducted  by  the  College  and  Associa- 
tion of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

From  his  introductory  notes  Mr.  Ritchie 
goes  on  to  discuss  the  Examination  syllabus, 
of  which  he  details  each  item,  giving  the 
examinee  valuable  elucidation  on  each  subject. 
The  main  essentials  of  the  syllabus  are  not 
likely  to  change  to  any  great  extent,  though 
they  will  naturally  vary  from  year  to  year. 
The  writer  therefore  urges  candidates  to  ob- 
tain a  copy  of  the  latest  issue,  and  impresses 
upon  them  the  need  of  fulfilling  in  every  way 
the  directions  and  instructions  given. 

There  follows  a  section  on  typical  cases  and 
their  treatment  by  Messrs.  A.  Siddall  and 
W.  H.  Tate.  This  contains  sound  and  practical 
advice  as  to  the  method  of  procedure  in  twenty 
typical  cases  of  blindness,  ranging  from  that 
of  the  newly-born  baby  to  an  aged  man  of  73. 
The  following  chapter  is  in  some  measure  a 
continuation  of  the  same  subject.  It  is 
entitled  "  Visitation  and  Social  Welfare," 
and  was  written  by  the  late  Miss  Chambers. 
Under  the  significant  heading,  "  The  Nature 
of  the  Work  and  how  to  Approach  it,"  Miss 
Chambers  divides  the  blind  population  into  the 
following  classes  : — 

1  The  child. 

2  The  worker — in  institution  or  at  home. 

3  The  adult — living  at  home  and  not  en- 
gaged in  trade  or  profession. 

4  The  aged. 

5  The  infirm — physically  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated. 

6  The  destitute ; 

and  describes  fully  the  course  to  be  pursued 
when  visiting  individual  cases.  Further  she 
gives  her  readers  advice  as  to  methods  of  re- 
cording and  classifying  each  separate  visit  and 
as  to  the  exercise  of  tact  in  initial  visits.  She 
sums  up  her  advice  in  the  following  sentence: — 
"  One  of  a  teacher's  chief  functions  is  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  out  the  best  in  the  persons 
visited,  and  to  help  them  to  realise  what 
powers  they  possess  and  how  best  they  may 
use  them  in  spite  of  their  great  disability," — 
a  principle  with  which  every  home  teacher 
should  be  familiar. 


In  order  to  render  prompt  and  efficient  aid 
in  all  cases  it  is  essential  that  the  home  teacher 
should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  laws 
pertaining  to  the  care  of  the  blind,  as  well  as  to 
many  general  laws  of  the  realm,  including  the 
provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Acts.  In  a  section 
devoted  to  "  The  Blind  and  Legislation,"  Sir 
R.  Ellis  Cunliffe  enumerates  the  legislative 
measures  adopted  for  the  care  and  protection 
of  the  blind  from  early  times  down  to  the 
passing  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920.  Apart 
from  the  necessity  of  knowing  these  laws  in 
order  to  deal  with  individual  cases,  Sir  Ellis 
suggests  that  "  for  teachers  of  the  blind  a 
sound  knowledge  of  these  laws  is  a  very  neces- 
sary equipment,  inasmuch  as  by  the  possession 
of  such  knowledge  they  will  be  the  better  able 
in  their  daily  work  to  detect  deficiencies  which 
need  correction,  or  to  suggest  improvements 
and  alterations  which  experience  may  teach 
them  should  be  made."  Besides  its  uses  to  the 
home  teacher  for  examination  as  well  as  prac- 
tical purposes,  this  section  is  of  the  utmost 
interest  to  all  workers  for  the  blind. 

Of  equal  importance  is  Mr.  E.  D.  Mac- 
gregor's  definition  of  the  duties  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  with  regard  to  the  blind,  and  the 
relationship  of  the  voluntary  agencies  to  the 
Ministry.  In  the  syllabus  governing  the  Home 
Teachers'  Examination  the  subject  "  Machinery 
of  Administration  "  is  defined  as  including  "  a 
knowledge  of  the  methods  by  which  the 
Ministry  of  Health  supervises  the  welfare  of 
the  blind,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  various 
agencies  through  which  the  Ministry  work  and 
to  which  they  pay  grants."  Great  care  and 
attention  should  therefore  be  given  to  this 
chapter  which,  besides  furnishing  such  neces- 
sary information  as  the  amount  of  grants  made 
by  the  Ministry  to  the  voluntary  agencies  and 
the  application  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act  by 
home  teachers,  clearly  defines  the  position  of 
the  home  teacher.  The  latter  is  "  very  seldom 
the  servant  of  a  County  Council  or  County 
Borough  Council.  Ordinarily  he  or  she  is  an 
officer  of  a  voluntary  agency.  It  will  be  found, 
however," — in  the  majority  of  cases — "that 
the  local  authority  has,  with  the  Minister  of 
Health's  approval,  called  in  the  voluntary 
agency  to  help  it  to  carry  out  its  duties  under 
the  Blind  Persons  Act,  and  in  this  way  the  wel- 
fare of  the  blind  has  become  the  joint  care  of  the 
State,  the  local  authorities,  and  the  voluntary 
agencies  working  in  partnership.  The  voluntary 
agencies  are  thus  the  real  executive  bodies 
which  deal  with  the  individual  blind  person 
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from  day  to  day."  Included  in  this  section  is 
a  useful  list  of  important  documents  relating 
to  the  welfare  of  the  blind  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Information  as  to  the  administration  of 
statutory  duties  relating  to  the  blind  in  Scot- 
land is  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Stone,  F.E.I.S., 
who  gives  particulars  concerning  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Blind  Persons  Act  in  Scotland, 
together  with  statistics  of  the  blind  in  that 
country,  and  some  particulars  with  regard  to 
the  definition  and  treatment  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Buchan,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  contributes 
a  valuable  treatise  on  Hygiene.  In  this  he 
examines  the  respective  value  of  various 
foodstuffs,  and  gives  full  particulars  of  their 
constituents.  Practical  advice  is  given  in 
matters  such  as  clothing,  cleanliness,  exercise, 
sleep,  household  hygiene  and  medical  assis- 
tance in  the  home  and  in  Hospitals  and  Insti- 
tutions— all  of  which  should  be  carefully 
studied. 

In  the  course  of  his  visiting  the  home 
teacher  will  find  many  blind-deaf  persons  who 
need  instruction  in  the  Manual  Alphabet.  A 
detailed  explanation  of  the  alphabet  is  supplied 
by  Mr.  Edward  Evans,  and  should  be  mastered 
by  all  home  workers. 

In  numberless  cases  the  home  teacher  is 
called  upon  to  advise  the  use  of  apparatus 
required  by  blind  folk  in  their  various  trades 
and  occupations,  as  well  as  in  their  recreations. 
Miss  E.  M.  Jones's  chapter  on  "  Apparatus  for 
the  Blind  "  constitutes  an  excellent  guide  in 
this  matter.  She  has  supplied  a  comprehen- 
sive list  of  the  most  important  articles  manu- 
factured specially  for  the  use  of  the  blind,  and 
has  given  a  brief  description  of  these. 

The  above  description  of  this  handbook  will 
give  a  slight  indication  of  its  comprehensive- 
ness, and  home  teachers,  prospective  home 
teachers  and  those  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  blind  should  not  fail  to  obtain  a  copy. 
*  *  * 

[Handbook  for  Home  Teachers.  Issued  by 
the  College  and  Association  of  Teachers  of 
the  Blind.  Printed  and  published  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  Braille 
type,  price  9s.  8d.,  with  a  reduction  of  two- 
thirds  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British 
Isles,  and  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the 
blind  resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and 
Dependencies.  Letterpress  edition  is  also 
on  sale,  price  3s.,  post  free.] 


MASSAGE   LIBRARY 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

THE  Standing  Committee  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  have  appointed 
Mr.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S.,  the  well-known 
orthopaedic  surgeon,  to  undertake  the  editorial 
work  in  connection  with  the  Massage  Library. 
Mr.  P.  L.  Way,  C.S.M.M.G.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  adviser  to  post-graduate  students 
and  practising  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses, 
with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  patients  and 
the  selection  of  books. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  considerable  number  of 
new  works  will  be  added  to  the  Library  as 
time  goes  on,  and  that  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses  established  and  practising  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  will  take  advantage 
of  this  assistance  in  their  professional  work. 

BLIND  STENOGRAPHERS  IN 
WHITEHALL 

DURING  February  two  blind  girls  started 
their  duties  as  shorthand-typists  at  the 
offices  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Miss  K.  M. 
Green  and  Miss  D.  M.  Weatherly  were  trained 
at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind, 
Upper  Norwood,  and  for  several  years  have 
been  very  efficient  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

By  employing  blind  stenographers  the 
Institute  provides  them  with  the  training  in 
office  routine  necessary  before  they  can  effici- 
ently fill  other  posts. 


GIRL  GUIDES'  ASSOCIATION 

IN  connection  with  the  Girl  Guides'  Asso- 
ciation, a  conference  has  been  arranged 
for  commissioners,  guiders  and  heads  of 
Special  Schools,  Home  and  Institution  Com- 
panies, on  Wednesday,  March  4th,  from  11 
a.m.  to  6.30  p.m.,  at  Denison  House,  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road,  S.W.i.  All  who  are  interested 
in  the  movement  are  invited  to  attend. 

There  will  be  sessions  on  the  Guide  Move- 
ment in  various  schools  and  institutions,  and 
also  open  sessions  in  the  afternoon  at  which 
questions  can  be  raised  and  difficulties  dis- 
cussed. 

Miss  Bailey,  late  Captain,  Elm  Court  School 
for  the  Blind,  will  speak  on  the  movement  in 
blind  schools  from  11.45  to  12.30,  when  Mr. 
G.  Campbell,  Principal,  Royal  Normal  College 
for  the  Blind,  will  take  the  chair. 


THE   BEACON 


THE    PRINTING    AND    KINDRED    TRADES 
BLIND    AID    COMMITTEE 


CAPTAIN  E.  B.  B.  TOWSE,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
Chairman  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  Vice-President  of  the  Greater 
London  Fund,  and  Mrs.  Towse,  were  the 
principal  guests  at  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the 
Printing  and  Kindred  Trades  Blind  Aid  Com- 
mittee, which  was  held  at  the  Falcon  Hotel, 
Gough  Square,  E.C.,  on  Saturday,  the  17th 
January.  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  the  Linotype  Co., 
presided,  and  about  seventy  members  of  the 
Committee  and  their  lady  friends  were  present 
to  enjoy  the  excellent  menu  and  a  delightful 
entertainment. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the  Chairman 
briefly  and  happily  proposed  "  Success  to  the 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,"  in  which 
the  printers  took  a  keen  and  generous  interest. 
Captain  Towse  made  a  charming  speech  in 
reply,  full  of  amusing  reminiscences  which 
were  greatly  appreciated  by  those  present.  He 
said  that  the  Council  of  the  National  Institute, 
which  conducts  the  Greater  London  Fund, 
deeply  appreciated  the  splendid  financial  help 
received  through  the  activities  of  the  Printing 
and  Kindred  Trades  Blind  Aid  Committee, 
and    he    asked    the    officials    and    individual 

MUSIC 

MR.  THOMAS  MARSHALL,  L.R.A.M., 
a  former  student  of  the  Royal  Normal 
College  for  the  Blind,  who  has  since  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Music,  gave  a  Pianoforte  Recital  on  Monday, 
February  9th,  under  the  distinguished  patron- 
age of  H.R.H.  Princess  Beatrice,  at  the 
American  Women's  Club,  46  Grosvenor 
Street,  W. 

The  programme,  which  began  with  a  group 
of  pieces  by  Brahms,  included  Cesar  Franck's 
Prelude,  Chorale  and  Fugue  in  B  minor.  Mr. 
Marshall,  who  had  the  advantage  of  a  magni- 
ficent Bosendorfer  concert  grand  pianoforte, 
played  in  a  masterly  manner  to  a  crowded 
audience  of  well-known  society  people  and 
students  from  the  Royal  Academy.  He  was 
enthusiastically  received,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  Recital  he  was  recalled  and  repeated  his 
final  item. 

Mr.  Marshall's  studentship  at  the  Royal 
Academy  has  been  a  most  brilliant  one,  and  he 
has  secured  many  of  the  outstanding  prizes 


members  to  accept  his  grateful  thanks  on 
behalf  of  the  civilian  blind  for  whom  they  had 
so  liberally  shown  their  sympathy.  He  paid  a 
warm  tribute  to  Mr.  A.  Goode,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  and  Mr.  Frank  Riddiford, 
both  blind  ex-printers  and  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  Greater  London  Fund,  who  are 
both  doing  valuable  work  for  the  sightless 
community.  He  specially  thanked  the  Hon. 
Secretaries  of  the  Committee,  Messrs.  Clements 
and  Colville,  and  said  how  pleased  he  was  to 
come  amongst  them  and  to  make  their  personal 
acquaintance.  He  hoped  that  he  would  have 
other  opportunities  of  meeting  them,  because 
he  was  always  glad  to  be  personally  associated 
with  those  who  help  the  National  Institute  to 
carry  on  its  many-sided  activities  for  the  blind. 
During  the  evening  a  diamond  scarf-pin  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Riddiford,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee,  to  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece,  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Greater  London  Fund,  who 
had  from  the  first  been  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  attended  nearly  all  their  meetings. 
Mr.  Preece  responded,  and  remarked  that 
although  the  charity  of  the  printers  begins  at 
home  it  does  not  always  end  there. 


NOTES 

open  to  students  at  the  Academy  for  com- 
position and  for  pianoforte  playing.  He  seems 
now  to  be  well  over  the  threshold  of  a  highly 
successful  career. 


AT  the  January  1925  Examinations  of  the 
2\  Royal  College  of  Organists,  two  blind 
candidates  were  successful,  Mr.  Samuel  Kerry 
securing  the  Fellowship  diploma  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
McElheran  that  of  Associate. 

Mr.  Kerry  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Normal 
College,  and  is  well  known  at  the  National 
Institute,  having  given  several  recitals  on  the 
fine  organ  there,  as  well  as  at  several  London 
churches,  all  with  much  acceptance.  He  has 
also  shown  considerable  ability  as  a  composer, 
and  is  now  organist  at  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Wallington,  Surrey.  Mr.  McElheran  is  now 
assistant  music  master  at  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  York,  and  was  trained  at  Henshaw's, 
Manchester.  He  was  for  about  a  year  organist 
at  Rangoon  Cathedral. 
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PERSONALITIES  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

ANNE    SULLIVAN    MACY 

Charming  Personality — Remarkable  Pedagogue — Helen 
Keller's    Teacher     and     Companion    for     38     years. 

By    LUCY    ALLEN    SMART 

TWAIN,     in     the     recently 


ARK  1WA1JN,  in 
published  autobiography,  writing 
of  Helen  Keller,  whom  the  great 
humorist  knew  intimately,  says  : 
"  She  is  fellow  to  Cjesar,  Alexander, 
Napoleon,  Homer,  Shakespeare, 
and  the  rest  of  the  immortals.  She 
will  be  as  famous  a  thousand  years 
from  now  as  she  is  to-day."  This 
is  not  an  over-statement  when  one 
considers  the  story  of  her  achieve- 
ments in  spite  of  her  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles.  Scarlet  fever  left  her  blind,  deaf 
and  dumb  when  she  was  nineteen  months  old. 
In  a  sightless  and  soundless  world  she  lived 
until  Anne  Mansfield  Sullivan  (Mrs.  John  A. 
Macy)  became  her  teacher,  when  she  was  seven 
years  old,  after  which  all  of  life  was  trans- 
formed for  her.  Since  that  day,  March  3rd, 
1887,  when  Miss  Sullivan  started  on  her  life 
work,  the  development  of  the  pupil  has  been 
phenomenal — a  statement  which  is  made 
deliberately.  Through  the  guidance,  patience 
and  perseverance  of  the  one  whom  Helen 
lovingly  calls  "  Teacher,"  she  was  taught 
until  she  completed  a  college  course,  and  to-day 
she  is  a  scholarly  woman,  a  linguist  of  ability, 
a  student  of  science,  sociology  and  politics. 
Helen  Keller  has  written  many  books  and  she 
is  a  speaker  of  national  reputation. 

With  a  deep  love  of  the  beautiful,  with  a 
consecration  to  do  all  she  can  for  the  blind 
and  deaf,  with  an  optimism  and  faith  which 
make  the  rest  of  us  hang  our  heads,  Helen 
Keller  is  to-day  the  proof  of  all  that  Mark 
Twain  said  of  her.  Granting  her  unusual 
mental  endowment  and  recognising  her  mar- 
vellous achievements,  we  must  admit  that 
equally  distinguished  with  herself  is  her 
teacher,  Mrs.  Macy.  In  the  United  States  a 
never-failing  subject  of  debate  is,  who  was  the 
greater  :  Washington  or  Lincoln  ?  An  equally 
fascinating  subject,  because  equally  difficult 
of  decision,  is  whether  Helen  Keller  or  her 
teacher  deserves  more  praise.  In  this  article  I 
hope  to  prove  that  they  stand  side  by  side, 
each  one  pre-eminent  in  her  own  way  and  each 
one  dependent  on  the  other  for  her  place 
among  the  stars. 


This  distinguished  teacher  was  born  in 
Feeding  Hills,  Mass.,  in  1866.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  and  his  birthplace  was  Ireland  ;  these 
two  facts  may  have  had  some  influence  in  the 
life  of  the  daughter.  When  Miss  Sullivan 
entered  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
in  1880,  she  was  practically  blind.  Her  diploma 
from  that  Institution  was  dated  1886.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  an  operation  was  per- 
formed on  her  eyes,  which  restored  partial 
vision.  For  many  years  she  has  had  only  two- 
tenths  normal  vision,  and  for  the  past  ten  years 
her  percentage  of  vision  has  been  growing 
steadily  less.  She  married  John  Albert  Macy 
in  1905,  when  she  was  living  in  Wrentham, 
Mass.  In  19 17  she  and  Miss  Keller  moved 
into  their  comfortable  new  home  on  Seminole 
Avenue,  in  Forest  Hills,  Long  Island.  The 
bare  statement  of  fact  that  she  has  been  Helen 
Keller's  teacher  for  38  years  conveys  little  idea 
of  her  originality,  resourcefulness  and  persis- 
tence in  transforming  all  of  life  for  this  doubly- 
afflicted  girl. 

Mrs.  Macy  is  hospitable  and  generous- 
minded.  Every  guest  in  the  home  feels  her 
genuine  kindliness.  People  of  all  walks  in 
life — those  of  distinction  and  those  of  medio- 
crity— are  welcome  alike,  if  they  have  any  real 
reason  for  being  there  and  taking  the  valuable 
time  of  herself  and  Helen.  The  woman  who 
shampoos  the  hair  of  the  ladies  of  the  house  is 
given  a  cup  of  tea  in  just  the  same  friendly  way 
as  is  the  author  or  artist  of  considerable 
reputation. 

One  of  the  outstanding  characteristics  of 
Helen  Keller  is  a  most  delightful  sense  of 
humour ;  and  while  undoubtedly  this  is  innate, 
still  it  has  been  encouraged  by  Mrs.  Macy,  who 
possesses  it  to  an  uncommon  degree.  In  fact, 
the  whole  home  radiates  with  a  sunshine  which 
comes  from  a  spirit  of  optimism  and  confidence 
in  the  "  Eternal  Goodness,"  which  is  the 
foundation  of  good  humour.  There  is  no 
home  in  Forest  Hills  more  predominately 
friendly  and  cheerful  than  is  this  one  of  my 
neighbours  on  Seminole  Avenue. 

Of  the  physical  equipment  for  her  work, 
Mrs.  Macy  says  :  "  It  was,  I  believe,  her 
(Helen's)   physical   strength   and   strong   will, 
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and  also  mine,  which  have  made  our  work 
possible.  A  less  vigorous  child  could  never 
have  done  what  she  has  done,  and  a  less  robust 
woman  than  I  would  have  gone  to  pieces  under 
the  strain." 

Mrs.  Macy's  mental  grasp  of  a  situation, 
keen  penetration,  ability  to  pursue  a  path  to 
the  final  goal  are  all  revealed,  with  many  more 
wonderful  attributes,  in  her  pedagogical  work 
with  Helen.  In  January,  1907,  Maria  Montes- 
sori  opened  the  first  House  of  Childhood  {Casa 
dei  Bambini)  in  Rome,  where  she  has  made  an 


sent  Captain  A.  H.  Keller  to  the  Perkins  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  for  a  teacher,  because  Dr. 
Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  head  of  the  Institution, 
had  taught  Laura  Bridgman,  also  blind,  deaf 
and  dumb.  It  was  Dr.  Howe  to  whom  credit 
must  be  given  for  being  the  first  teacher  of  a 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb  person;  but  to  Anne 
Sullivan  must  be  given  the  credit  of  teaching 
language  to  Helen  Keller,  similarly  afflicted, 
finding  new,  progressive  methods  of  education, 
many  years  ahead  of  the  time  when  we  all  have 
come  to  look  upon  these  methods  as  new. 


Mrs.  Sullivan  Macy  ^centre),  Miss  Helen  Keller  (into  whose  hand  Mrs.  Macy  is  reading),  and  Mrs  Adams  Keller. 


international  name  for  herself  as  the  one  who 
has  emphasised  the  freedom  of  the  child  in  the 
whole  educational  programme  ;  and  since  that 
time  schools  for  progressive  education  have 
been  opened  in  many  cities  of  the  world,  with 
particular  success  in  the  United  States.  Twenty 
years  ahead  of  Maria  Montessori,  Anne  Sulli- 
van was  inaugurating  a  programme  of  pro- 
gressive education  and  putting  the  stress  on 
the  freedom  of  the  child,  for  in  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama,  she  undertook  the  education  of 
Helen  Keller.  She  started  the  career  at  the 
suggestion   of  Alexander   Graham  Bell,   who 


Hers  was  the  first  outdoor  nature  school,  in 
which  on  a  farm  the  pupil  learned  the  funda- 
mental elements  of  life.  Anne  Sullivan  wrote  of 
such  a  school  :  "  Here  the  pupil  learns  that  the 
law  of  life  is  a  divine  law,  and  that  every  living 
thing  must  perform  its  task  in  the  work  of 
creation.  The  childish  spirit  divines  many 
beautiful  truths  from  contact  with  tiny,  fragile 
beings  that  crawl  and  spin  and  fly,  and  his 
heart  grows  gentle,  loving  and  wise."  The 
yard  and  the  garden  around  Miss  Keller's 
home  in  Forest  Hills  are  always  attractive  to 
me,  for  she  knows  the  names  and  colours  of 
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all  the  flowers  and  shrubs.  Recently  some  one 
sent  her  a  bouquet  of  twenty-five  or  more 
flowers,  and  she  named  unhesitatingly  all  but 
two,  and  these  were  very  rare  varieties.  Her 
senses  of  smell  and  touch  were  developed  mar- 
vellously in  that  first  nature  school.  In  one  of 
her  books  — "  The  World  I  Live  In  "—Miss 
Keller  shows  that  smell  is  a  little  the  ear's 
inferior  and  that  touch  is  a  great  deal  the  eye's 
superior.  The  outdoor  school  gave  the  first 
athletic  training  to  the  pupil  who  later  learned 
to  row  and  swim.  While  she  enjoys  all  kinds 
of  outdoor  life,  walking  is  her  favourite 
exercise. 

On  May  22nd,  1887,  Miss  Sullivan  wrote  in 
her  humble  and  wise  way  :  "  I  need  a  teacher 
quite  as  much  as  Helen.  I  know  that  the  edu- 
cation of  this  child  will  be  the  distinguishing 
event  of  my  life,  if  I  have  the  brains  and  per- 
severance to  accomplish  it."' 

Miss  Keller's  "  The  Story  of  My  Life,'' 
published  in  1904,  is  filled  with  one  arresting 
revelation  after  another,  but  nothing  in  it  is 
more  thrilling  to  me  than  her  graphic  state- 
ment of  how  the  mystery  of  language  was 
revealed  to  her  on  April  5th,  1887,  by  her 
Teacher.    This  is  the  way  she  tells  of  it  : 

"  We  walked  down  the  path  to  the  well- 
house,  attracted  by  the  fragrance  of  the 
honeysuckle  with  which  it  was  covered.  Some 
one  was  drawing  water,  and  my  Teacher  placed 
my  hand  under  the  spout.  As  the  cool  stream 
gushed  over  one  hand  she  spelled  into  the 
other  the  word  '  water/  first  slowly,  then 
rapidly.  I  stood  still,  my  whole  attention  fixed 
upon  the  motions  of  her  fingers.  Suddenly  I 
felt  a  misty  consciousness  as  of  something 
forgotten — a  thrill  of  returning  thought  ;  and 
somehow  the  mystery  of  language  was  re- 
vealed to  me.  I  knew  then  that  '  w-a-t-e-r  ' 
meant  the  wonderful  cool  something  that  was 
flowing  over  my  hand.  That  living  word 
awakened  my  soul,  gave  it  light,  hope,  joy, 
set  it  free." 

After  Helen  had  learned  the  name  of  water 
and  had  learned  what  language  is,  in  a  few 
hours  she  knew  thirty  new  words,  more  than 
in  a  month  before.  It  was  Miss  Sullivan  who 
discovered  the  natural  method  of  teaching 
language  "  by  the  endless  repetition  of  lan- 
guage which  the  child  does  not  understand." 
All  the  time,  in  lesson  hours  and  in  play  hours, 
the  Teacher  was  repeating,  spelling  words 
into  the  pupil's  hand,  just  as  a  mother  teaches 
any  child  by  repeated  utterances, 


Another  principle  of  education  emphasised 
by  Miss  Sullivan  was  to  never  talk  to  her  pupil 
about  things  which  the  pupil  did  not  under- 
stand or  that  were  uninteresting  to  her. 

Miss  Sullivan  began  her  work  in  Tuscumbia 
with  the  idea  that  there  must  be  a  systematic 
schedule  of  lessons,  but  she  soon  changed  her 
mind,  and  her  own  words  will  tell  of  another 
one  of  her  outstanding  principles  :  "  I  made 
up  my  mind  that  it  is  the  child's  prerogative  to 
do  the  things  he  likes  to  do  when  he  likes  to 
do  them,  and  that  the  teacher's  chief  function 
is  to  follow  the  child's  discoveries  and  adven- 
tures as  intelligently  and  sympathetically  as 
he  can." 

In  three  months  after  the  teaching  had  pro- 
gressed, Miss  Sullivan  realised  that  she  had  a 
remarkable  pupil,  and  she  wrote  at  that  time  : 
"  I  know  that  she  (Helen)  has  remarkable 
powers,  and  I  believe  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
develop  and  mould  them.  I  cannot  tell  you 
how  I  know  these  things.  I  seem  to  divine 
Helen's  peculiar  needs."  This  finding  her  way 
is  another  evidence  of  her  ability  as  a  teacher. 
For  the  first  three  years  of  her  education 
Helen  spelled  with  her  fingers.  The  next  step 
was  the  learning  of  speech.  Dr.  James  Keer 
Love,  the  distinguished  aural  surgeon  of  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  says  in  his  "  Study 
of  the  Deaf  Child  "  : — "  Side  by  side  with  Dr. 
Howe's  great  work,  the  teaching  of  language 
to  the  blind-deaf,  must  be  put  Helen  Keller's 
acquisition  of  speech,  the  greatest  individual 
achievement  in  the  whole  history  of  education." 
It  was  Helen  herself  who  insisted  on  learning 
to  speak,  and  when  she  was  ten  years  old  she 
was  taught  the  elements  of  articulation  in  ten 
lessons  by  Miss  Sarah  Fuller,  principal  of  the 
Horace  Mann  School  for  the  Deaf,  Boston. 
When  she  was  14  or  15  years  old  she  took 
some  lessons  in  lip  reading  and  speech  at  the 
Wright-Humason  School  in  New  York.  It 
took  Helen  20  years,  with  the  help  of  her 
teacher,  to  make  her  speech  good  enough  for 
a  public  platform.  The  manual  alphabet  un- 
locked the  door  of  her  mind  ;  spoken  words 
gave  her  thoughts  wings.  She  listens  to  me 
or  any  one  else  who  does  not  know  the  manual 
alphabet,  by  placing  her  first  two  fingers  on 
my  lips  and  her  thumb  on  my  throat  and  talks 
to  me  in  clear,  spoken  words.  This  is  what 
Helen  says  of  this  achievement  :  "  Let  no  one 
imagine  that  I  found  it  an  easy  task  to  speak 
well.  On  the  contrary,  nothing  that  I  have 
ever  accomplished  has  cost  me  so  dearly  in 
time  and  effort  ;    and  whatever  facility  I  have 
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acquired  in  speech  has  been  gained  only  by 
hard  and  constant  practice,  and  by  Miss 
Sullivan's  unfailing  watchfulness."  She  con- 
verses in  French  and  German  with  fluency  and 
clearness. 

Helen  insisted  upon  going  to  college.  She 
wrote  her  entrance  examination  papers  on  her 
typewriter  in  the  office  of  the  Dean,  and  Miss 
Sullivan  was  not  present  either  at  the  entrance 
examination  or  those  given  during  the  college 
course.  Miss  Sullivan  sat  beside  her  in  the 
lectures  and  spelled  into  her  hand  what  the 
instructor  said.  While  in  college  Helen  wrote 
her  autobiography  and  published  it.  When 
Helen  Keller  received  her  Bachelor's  degree 
with  a  "  cum  laude"  from  Radcliffe  College, 
June  28th,  1904,  it  was  a  new  day  in  education 
and  a  new  triumph  for  her  Teacher. 

Most  affectionately  Helen  calls  Mrs.  Macy 
"  Teacher,"  and  quite  naturally  Miss  Pauline 
Thomson,  who  has  been  their  secretary  and 
companion  for  twelve  years,  calls  her  by  the 
same  name,  as  do  the  rest  of  us  who  know  this 
interesting  woman  in  a  neighbourly  way.  Mrs. 
Macy  in  retrospect  says  :  "  Since  I  was  1 8  my 
life  has  been  wholly  passed  in  the  performance 
of  one  task,  the  training  of  one  human  being. 
For  years  I  have  known  the  teacher's  supreme 
reward,  that  of  seeing  the  child  she  has  taught 
grow  into  a  living  force  in  the  world,  and 
to-day  the  knowledge  that  that  work  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  other  teachers." 

For  a  number  of  months,  Helen,  Mrs.  Macy 
and  Miss  Thomson  are  sacrificing  the  joy  of 
living  in  their  own  home,  where  some  leisure 
time  could  be  found  for  writing  new  chapters 
of  Helen's  autobiography — so  much  needed  to 
tell  of  the  wonderful  development  of  her  life 
of  service  in  the  last  twenty  years.  Friends  and 
neighbours  are  left  behind  and  they  travel  in 
Pullmans  and  live  in  hotels,  so  that  they  may 
make  the  living  appeal  in  the  big  and  little 
cities  of  the  country  for  the  $2,000,000  fund 
which  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
needs  for  its  work.  More  remarkable  to  me 
than  her  scholarly  attainments,  her  many  books 
of  beautiful  poetry  and  exquisite  prose,  is  the 
spirit  of  Helen  Keller,  which  is  animated  to 
help  the  condition  of  all  humankind,  with  a 
heart  particularly  warm  for  those  who  live  in 
a  sightless  or  soundless  world.  Surely  this 
spirit  is  something  of  a  reflection  of  her  great- 
hearted friend,  her  keen-minded  Teacher,  Anne 
Sullivan  Macy. 


A    REMARKABLE   FEAT   OF 
MEMORY 

AT  a  performance  of  "  The  Messiah  "  at 
Kendal  on  February  19th,  Mr.  J.  White- 
side, Mus.B.Oxon.,  F.R.C.O.,  played  the  first 
clarinet  part.  This  was  an  achievement,  not 
so  much  from  the  point  of  view  of  memorising 
the  actual  notes  as  from  mentally  grasping  the 
rests  (it  is  naturally  difficult  to  come  in  with 
exactitude  where  many  breaks  occur  in  the 
part).  That  this  can  be  accomplished  is  the 
practical  answer  to  those  who  consider  that  it 
is  impossible,  or  nearly  impossible,  for  the 
blind  to  play  successfully  in  an  orchestra. 

Mr.  Whiteside  is  organist  at  St.  George's 
Church,  Kendal,  in  which  town  he  is  well 
known  as  an  able  musician. 


GERMANY'S   DOG   GUIDES   FOR 
THE   BLIND 

WITH  characteristic  thoroughness,  says 
the  "  Westminster  Gazette,"  the  Ger- 
mans are  now  granting  "  degrees  "  to  dogs 
that  have  qualified  as  blind  men's  leaders.  The 
central  training-school  for  these  animals,  all  of 
which  are  Alsatians,  is  at  Potsdam. 

A  visitor  to  the  training-school  writes  : — 

"  Before  a  dog  is  accepted  it  must  be  able 
to  pass  the  usual  preliminary  tests  of  obedience, 
following  at  heel,  retrieving,  etc.  This  done, 
the  special  training  begins.  Progress  in  traffic 
and  through  varied  obstacles  is  the  chief  lesson, 
and  it  is  a  long  and  complicated  one. 

"  In  the  grounds  of  the  training-school  I 
saw  every  kind  of  obstacle  that  the  blind  man 
and  his  dog  might  meet  with — big  stones, 
holes  and  ditches,  kerbs,  projections  from 
walls,  etc. 

"  Every  dog  goes  through  an  intensive 
course,  and  the  passing-out  test  consists  of 
taking  a  blindfolded  man  through  the  streets 
of  Potsdam." 

**> 

DR.  INCH,  Moderator  of  the  Scottish 
United  Free  Church  Assembly,  at  a 
meeting  recently  recalled  the  story  of  the  in- 
troduction of  Dr.  Thomas  Blacklock,  the  blind 
poet-preacher,  to  the  parish  of  Kirkcudbright. 
An  old  woman  who  sat  on  the  pulpit  stairs 
enquired  of  a  neighbour  if  she  thought  the 
new  minister  was  a  reader.  "  He  canna  be  a 
reader,  for  he  is  blind,"  was  the  reply.  "  I'm 
glad  to  hear  it,"  said  the  ancient  dame.  "  Eh, 
I  wish  they  were  a'  blind." 
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THE    POETRY    REVIEW    AND    A    BLIND    POET 


LOVERS  of  poetry  will  read  the  January- 
February  number  of  the  Poetry  Review 
with  very  great  pleasure.  This  delightful 
bi-monthly  publication  contains  critical  appre- 
ciations of  poets  old  and  new,  with  excellently 
selected  examples  of  their  writings.  Amongst 
many  good  things  the  present  issue  contains 
an  interesting  account  of  a  children's  poetry 
competition,  the  results  of  which  leave  the 
reader  amazed  at  the  talent  displayed  by  these 
budding  poets  of  England.  A  full  list  of  the 
lectures  and  readings  given  at  the  various 
centres  of  the  Poetry  Society  is  given,  which 
all  who  are  interested  in  literature  are  invited 
to  attend. 

We  reprint  the  following  poem,  published 
in  this  number  of  the  Review.  The  author, 
who  has  been  blind  since  birth,  was  educated 
at  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bir- 
mingham, and  obtained  a  scholarship  for 
Worcester  College  for  the  Blind.  He  also 
secured  a  scholarship  for  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  is  now  studying,  and  hoping 
to  take  his  finals  in  English  literature  in  June 

OTMOOR 

By  W.  H.  Coates. 

If  there  be  spirits  yet  who  prowl 
By  slow  and  solitary  streams, 
Or  elves  with  humid  air,  that  play 
Under  the  trees  upon  the  clay, 
Or  faded  ghosts,  or  dim-eyed  dreams, 
Or  witch  who  calls  the  famished  owl 
I  Tnder  the  pale  moon's  waning  beams, 
And  dances  with  the  Fay  ; 

Here  is  a  haunt  for  them,  where  lie 
Damp  meadows  in  a  sunken  plain 
Full  of  a  shrouded  quietness  ; 
Still  brooks  of  weed  and  watercress, 
And  many  a  wild  and  rutted  lane 
Grown  hard  beneath  a  summer  sky, 
Or  sodden  with  the  winter  rain, 
Miry  and  flower less. 

The  unwept  hedge  is  left  to  sprout 
Tangled  and  torn,  and  every  way 
Are  clustering  tree-tops  far  and  wide, 
And  willows  by  the  water- side 
Dipping  a  green  and  supple  spray, 
Where  glittering  flies  dance  in  and  out, 
And  on  the  surface,  golden-gay, 
The  water-lilies  ride. 


Not  very  bright,  not  very  fair, 
Nor  is  the  scene  so  wholly  wild 
As  other  refuges  may  be, 
}  'et  has  a  sober  privacy, 
Cool,  covert  places,  and  a  mild 
Charmed  beauty  when  the  sun  is  there  ; 
And  when  I  was  a  little  child 
It  had  a  mystery. 

Doirn  in  the  lanes,  beyond  a  stack.. 
Of  hay,  where  tufted  rushes  stand, 
And  where  the  tall  coarse  grasses  grow, 
Half-buried  in  the  clay  below, 
Is  one  huge  stone  in  the  netherland 
Alone,  upon  a  long  wide  track, 
Heaved  thither  by  some  doughty  hand 
That  laboured  long  ago. 

Gnarled  like  a  log  of  knotted  wood, 
Padded  with  velvet  moss,  to  me, 
In  my  young  heart's  imagining, 
It  was  a  strange  and  reverend  thing, 
A  magic  power  that  seemed  to  be 
The  centre  of  the  neighbourhood, 
Where  shapes  that  lurk  ^n  pond  and  tree 
Gathered  upon  the  wing. 

And  still  towards  it  seemed  to  yearn 
The  genii  living  in  the  ground, 
And  they  who  shake  their  wings  unseen 
In  the  seclusion  of  the  green 
Cloister,  and  they  whose  hair  is  found 
In  stagnant  pools  ;  I  could  discern 
A  magic  sighing  all  around 

For  things  that  once  had  been. 

For  loitering  there  sometimes  I  dreamed 
Of  sages  kneeling  round  the  stone, 
And  silver-vested  pagan  priests, 
Of  tribesmen  at  their  altar-feasts, 
Of  praying  warriors  lying  prone 
Before  it  when  the  moonlight  gleamed 
On  it,  and  of  the  dying  moan 
Of  sacrificial  beasts. 

But  all  these  ghosts  have  passed  away, 
Only  the  sweating  horses  tread 
The  rushes,  bringing  home  the  wain, 
And  in  the  fields  and  in  the  lane 
There  are  no  sprites,  but  snakes  instead 
Basking  upon  the  turf  all  day. 
And  the  Sun,  glaring  overhead, 
Parches  the  drowsy  plain. 
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It  softens  and  it  darkens  ;   now 
The  wild-duck,  startled  from  her  nest, 
Soars  up,  shy  bird,  with  all  her  powers  ; 
With  yelping  cough  the  vixen  scours 
The  grass,  upon  her  bloody  quest  ; 
In  some  far  field  a  single  cow 
Heaves  her  full  flanks,  and  will  not  rest 
From  bellowing  hours  on  hours. 

To-morrow  in  that  sunken  floor, 

When  the  tall  grass  is  wet  and  chill , 

At  daivn  the  lorv-strewn  mists  will  spread. 

Then  comes  the  farmer  ivith  bare  head 

Down  from  the  village  on  the  hill, 

Then  shivering  tramps  from  cow-house  door 

Set  off  again,  or  linger  still 

To  chew  their  musty  bread. 

For  they  have  snored  in  sleep  all  night 
With  no  wild  fancies  of  their  own, 
Where  I  in  waking  dreams  have  lain 
Long  hours  upon  the  turf,  and  fain, 
When  all  the  fields  are  newly  mown, 
Rapt  at  the  touch  of  every  sprite, 
Would  sit  upon  that  ancient  stone 
And  be  a  child  again. 

WELFARE    OF    THE    BLIND 

SCOTTISH    ADVISORY    COMMITTEE 

THE  Scottish  Board  of  Health  has  re- 
appointed the  Advisory  Committee  on 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  for  a  further  term  of 
office  to  advise  them  on  matters  relating  to  the 
care  and  supervision  of  the  blind,  including 
any  questions  that  may  be  specially  referred  to 
them  by  the  Board.  The  Committee,  which 
includes  representatives  from  local  authorities 
under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  Education 
Authorities  and  Parish  Councils,  and  also  from 
Institutions  and  Societies  for  the  Blind  and 
organised  blind  workers,  is  as  follows  : — 
Sir  William  Reid  (Chairman)  ;  Rev.  Thomas 
Burns,  D.D.,  F.R.S.E.  (Vice-Chairman)  ; 
Alexander  Butters;  P.  J.  Dollan ;  Thomas 
Doughty ;  James  Duncan  ;  Robert  Inch, 
M.D.  ;  John  Keir  ;  Charles  G.  Lothian  ;  J. 
Duncan  MacDiarmid  ;  George  MacKay,  M.D., 
F.R.C.S.E. ;  William  W.  Ness  ;  The  Very  Rev. 
J.  Smith,  D.D.  ;  W.  M.  Stone,  F.E.I.S.  ;  Sir 
Robert  Usher,  Bt. ;  James  Watson,  Esq., 
O.B.E. 

Mr.  J.  B.  B.  Brown  of  the  Scottish  Board 
of  Health  will  act  as  Secretary. 


OBITUARY    NOTICES 

WE  regret  to  announce  the  death  from 
pneumonia  of  Mr.  John  Keir,  manager 
of  the  Aberdeen  Blind  School.  Born  in  a 
croft  in  Strathdon,  he  was  4^  years  of  age 
when  a  splinter  of  steel  entered  his  eye  while 
he  was  playing  in  his  father's  smithy  and  he 
became  blind.  At  the  age  of  9  he  went  to 
Aberdeen  and  entered  the  school  for  the 
blind,  becoming  overseer  in  the  basket- 
making  department  and  ultimately  manager  of 
the  institution.  For  many  years  he  represented 
the  blind  of  Aberdeen  on  the  Trades  Council, 
of  which  body  he  became  successively  vice- 
president  and  president.  In  1898  he  was 
president  of  the  Scottish  Trade  Union  Con- 
gress. He  was  first  returned  to  the  Aberdeen 
School  Board  in  1894,  ultimately  becoming 
chairman.  In  1909  he  received  the  highest 
vote  ever  given  to  a  school  board  candidate 
in  the  city. 


THE  death  is  announced  at  his  residence 
at  Ruthin,  North  Wales,  of  Alderman 
William  Godfrey  Lecomber,  a  well-known 
Manchester  business  man,  who  resided  at 
Ruthin. 

For  many  years  Alderman  Lecomber 
played  a  prominent  part  in  charitable  work  in 
Manchester,  and  especially  in  connection  with 
Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  of  which 
he  was  chairman  for  eight  years,  resigning  in 
October  last. 

Although  he  resided  in  Ruthin,  and  had  on 
several  occasions  been  Mayor  of  that  town, 
he  found  time  to  act  as  a  City  Councillor  in 
Manchester  for  Medlock  Street  from  19 10  to 
191 3  and  from  August  4th,  191 5,  to  1919, 
when  he  retired. 

Mr.  Lecomber  was  the  head  of  the  firms 
of  T.  Ryder  &  Co.,  and  A.  Harrison  &  Co., 
engineers,  of  Knott  Mill,  Manchester. 


WE  learn  that  Mr.  George  Danby  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee 
for  the  South-west  of  Scotland  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Blind  Persons  Act  to  the  position 
of  general  manager  of  the  Royal  Glasgow 
Asylum  for  the  Blind.  Mr.  Danby  has  been 
fifteen  years  with  Henshaw's  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  Manchester,  where  he  holds  the 
position  of  trades  manager. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

FOUR    LITTLE    PIECES    OF    PULP    CANE    WARE 


"  When  young  and  old  in  circle  around  the 
When  the  girls  are  weaving  baskets  and 


nHE  four  little  baskets  described  in 
the  present  article,  though  by  no 
means  beneath  the  notice  of  the 
trained  worker,  have  been  designed 
mainlv  with  a  view  to  carrying  the 
training  of  the  learner  a  stage  or 
two  further. 

The  only  addition  to  the  tools 
which  we  need  make  at  present  is  a 
foot  rule,  with  small  round  headed 
nails  or  screws  driven  in  at  intervals 
of  half  an  inch,  two  being  inserted  on  the  six 
inch  mark. 

To  the  Nos.  2,  4  and  6  cane  already  in  stock, 
add  some  No.  1  and  No.  10,  and  a  few  lengths 
of  enamelled  cane. 

One  or  two 
definitions  are 
necessary  t o 
the  proper  un- 
derstanding of 
the  instrur- 
tions,andareas 
f  o  1  1  o  w  s  : — 
bottom  stickj, 
the  stouter 
canes  which 
form  the  frame- 
work of  the 
bottom  ;  lea- 
gues, bottom 
sticks  which 
are  long 
enough  to  be 
turned  up  and 
used  as  stakes  ; 
randing,  work- 
ing a  single  cane  alternately  in  front  of 
and  behind  the  bottom  sticks  or  stakes  ; 
slewing,  the  same  as  randing,  but  using  two  or 
more  canes  one  above  the  other  ;  upset,  one 
or  more  rounds  of  waling  put  on  immediately 
after  the  stakes  have  been  turned  up.  To  hold 
the  stakes  temporarily  a  hoop  is  necessary.  This 
is  made  by  coiling  a  length  of  cane  upon  itself. 

A  tumbler  holder. — Procure  a  tumbler,  which 
will  be  used  as  a  shape  round  which  to  weave 
the  little  basket.  Cut  six  leagues  15  ins.  in 
length  from  the  No.  4  cane ;  place  them  three 
across  three  and  tie  in  with  No.  1.     Separate 


From  left  to  right :    A  Pincushion  or 
A  Child's  Shopping  Bask 


firebrands  close  ; 

the  lads  are  shaping  bows." — Macaulay. 

one  league  from  the  other  two  in  each  set  of 
three,  and  with  the  third  round  of  pairing  open 
out  the  remaining  twos.  An  odd  number  of 
stakes  will  be  necessary  in  this  basket,  and  also 
in  the  others  ;  an  extra  stake  is  therefore 
pushed  down  by  the  side  of  one  of  the  leagues 
and  the  two  separated  by  the  pairing.  Con- 
tinue pairing  till  bottom  is  the  same  size  as  the 
bottom  of  the  tumbler,  drawing  the  leagues 
forward  so  that  bottom  is  slightly  concave  ; 
turn  the  stakes  sharply  up  close  to  edge  of 
bottom  and  gather  them  into  the  hoop.  Put 
on  two  rounds  of  upsetting,  beginning  by 
pushing  the  ends  of  three  lengths  of  No.  1  cane 
into  the  bottom  on  the  left  hand  side  of  three 
consecutive   stakes,   drawing   off  two    of  the 

canes  on  com- 
pleting the 
second  round, 
and  bringing 
the  third  out 
to  the  front  to 
begin  the  rand- 
ing. Remove 
the  hoop,  place 
work  on  table, 
insert  the  tum- 
bler, and  rand 
to  a  depth  of 
2  ins.  f  r  o  m 
table,  working 
the  randing 
cane  with  the 
right  hand, 
following  up 
each  stroke 
with  the  left 
tumbler  at  the 
the     left    hand. 


Trinket  Basket;    A  Flower  Vase; 
et;    A  Tumbler  Holder. 

thumb,  and  grasping  the 
back  with  the  fingers  of 
In  joining  the  randing,  leave  both  ends 
inside  resting  against  the  same  stake.  Keep 
the  work  close  by  pressing  it  with  the  right 
forefinger.  Two  rounds  of  enamelled  cane  are 
now  worked  in  the  same  way  as  the  randing, 
tapering  the  end  both  in  beginning  and 
finishing,  so  that  no  unsightly  gap  is  left. 
Follow  this  with  one  round  of  waling,  and 
remove  tumbler,  first  tapping  the  work  side- 
ways all  round  with  some  flat  object  to  loosen 
it.     The    basket  is   completed   by  a  tracks  or 
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running  border  which  is  worked  as  follows  : — 
Pinch  three  of  the  stakes  at  a  point  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  above  the  waling,  bring  the 
first  down  at  right  angles,  carry  it  in  front  of 
the  second,  behind  the  third,  in  front  of  the 
fourth,  and  leave  it  inside,  resting  against  the 
fifth.  Repeat  this  with  each  stake,  drawing  off 
the  last  ones. 

A  flower  vase. — The  container  for  the  flowers 
is  a  ilb.  size  glass  jam  jar  which  also  serves  as 
a  shape.  For  the  bottom  use  eight  20  in. 
leagues  of  No.  6  cane,  with  No.  2  for  the 
pairing,  and  also  for  the  three  rounds  of  up- 
setting, randing,  and  top  waling.  Rand 
to  a  depth  of  3  ins.,  add  three  rounds  of  enamel- 
led cane,  another  half  inch  of  randing,  two 
rounds  of  waling,  and  finish  with  a  three  rod 
plain  border.  This  border  is  formed  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  wale  (compare  two  rods  border 
on  table  mat),  and  is  begun  by  bringing  down 
No.  1  stake  behind  No.  2,  No.  2  behind  No.  3, 
and  No.  3  behind  No.  4.  Work  No.  1  in  front 
of  Nos.  3  and  4  and  behind  No.  5,  and  bring 
down  No.  4  by  its  side,  and  so  on.  The  jam 
jar  will,  of  course,  remain  inside  the  basket. 

A  pincushion  or  trinket  basket. — This  little 
basket  is  a  model  of  the  Covent  Garden  fruit 
"  sieve,"  and  is  made  round  a  ilb.  size  jam  jar 
which  is  removed  before  the  border  is  worked. 
The  bottom  is  the  same  as  in  the  flower  vase, 
except  that  the  leagues  are  of  No.  4  cane,  1 5  ins. 
in  length,  and  the  pairing  of  No.  1,  the  latter 
being  used  also  for  the  two  rounds  of  upset- 
ting, slewing,  and  the  top  wale.  Slew,  using 
two  canes  worked  as  one,  to  a  depth  of  one 
and  a  half  inches,  add  one  round  of  waling, 
and  a  four  rod  border.  This  border  is  worked 
on  the  same  principle  as  the  two  and  three  rod, 
but  four  canes  are  used  instead  of  three  or  two. 

A  child's  round  shopping  basket. — Approxi- 
mate inside  measurements  : — Bottom,  3  ins.  ; 
depth,  3  ins.  ;  top,  4-^  ins.  A  perfect  shape 
can  be  secured  by  using  as  a  mould  a  small 
basin  (without  a  foot),  held  in  position  by 
placing  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  over  the 
rim  to  the  inside.  The  bottom  is  made  with 
eight  19  in.  leagues  of  No.  6  cane,  and  No.  2  is 
used  for  the  pairing,  the  three  rounds  of  up- 
setting, the  \\  ins.  of  randing,  and  the  two 
rounds  of  top  waling,  the  last  named  being 
preceded  by  two  rounds  of  enamelled  cane. 
The  rope  border  is  begun  by  bringing  stake  No. 
1  in  front  of  No.  2,  and  No.  2  in  front  of  No.  3, 
leaving  both  inside.  Next  twist  Nos.  1  and  3 
one  about  the  other  clockwise  ;  bring  them 
in  front  of  No.  4  and  leave  them  inside,  doing 


the  same  with  Nos.  2  and  4  which  are  brought 
in  front  of  No.  5.  The  border  is  continued  in 
the  same  way,  taking  each  time  the  longer  cane 
of  the  left  hand  pair  and  twisting  it  with  the 
stake  against  which  it  lies.  For  the  handle  of 
this  basket  insert  the  pointed  ends  of  an  18  in. 
length  of  No.  10  cane,  each  beside  a  stake,  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  basket.  Take  a  long  hank 
of  No.  2,  and  insert  one  end  to  the  left  of  the 
"  bow,"  work  the  No.  2  five  times  round  the 
bow,  through  under  the  border  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  so  backwards  and  forwards  till  the 
bow  is  covered. 

A.G.K. 

CHESS  AT  WORCESTER 
COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

LAST  month  Worcester  College  for  the 
Blind  received  the  distinction  of  a  visit 
from  the  full  strength  of  Oxford  University 
Chess  Club.  The  College  team  was  strength- 
ened by  the  inclusion  of  six  Old  Boys,  three 
of  whom  are  also  past  and  present  members 
of  the  University  Club.  Play  was  throughout 
of  a  most  interesting  character. 
The  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Oxford  University 
Chess  Club 

Worcester  College 
for  the  Blind 

0 
I 

A.  Oppenheim 

(White) 
G.  S.  A.  Wheatcroft 

T.  H.  Tylor       . 
V.  C.  Grimshaw 

1 
0 

i 

A.  W.  Stonier   .      . 

G.  C.  Brown     . 

1 
2 

0 

G.  R.  Mitchell  .      . 

E.  S.  Woodley 

1 

0 
1 
2 

L.  H.  Scott        .      . 
G.  Costigan 

T.  Hodgson 
M.  Bates 

1 

1 

1 

H.  F.  Sutherland     . 

R.  Bonham 

0 

0 

E.  V.  T.  Simpson  . 

R.  Brearley 

1 

1 
2 

1 

T.  S.  Stephens  . 
C.  E.  Stevens     . 

W.  V.  Miede    . 
E.  I.  Reed   .      . 

0 

1 

J.I.King     .      .      . 

E.  E.  Davies     . 

0 

1 

A.  I.  Morrell      . 

R.  Cross 

0 

1 

L.  B.  Holmes     . 

C.  E.  Trelfall    . 

0 

7i 

5* 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  January  44  new  cases  came  under 
their  care  (24  men  and  20  women).  Gifts  to 
the  number  of  3  5  were  provided  at  a  cost  of 
£68  15s.  iod.  The  amount  expended  in 
training  fees  was  £61  16s.  od.  ;  in  relief, 
£391  6s.  4d.  ;  and  in  relief  administered  by 
branches,  £114  15s.  2d. 
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THE    PERKINS    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND 


N  a  charming  illustrated  booklet, 
privately  printed  at  Watertown, 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
director,  relates  a  number  of  interest- 
ing and  significant  incidents  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  Perkins 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  This  little 
account  was  published  last  year  to 
form  a  memento  of  the  27th  bi- 
ennial convention  of  the  American 
Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,  held  at  the  Institution  in  June,  1924. 
The  Perkins  Institution  is  now  in  its  92nd  year  ; 
it  has  enrolled  2,586  pupils,  and  the  story  of 
its  founding,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Allen  from  an 
article  written  by  Dr.  Samuel  Eliot,  is  full  of 
interest. 

Whilst  pursuing  his  medical  studies  in  Paris, 
a  young  physician  named  John  D.  Fisher  made 
the  acquaintance  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  in 
that  city.     Impressed  by  the  organisation  of 
the  school,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  founding 
an  American  institution  on  the  same  lines,  and 
on  his  return  to  the  States,  he  succeeded  in 
interesting   some   of  his   fellow-townsmen   in 
his  scheme.     A  meeting  was  called  in  1829  at 
which  Mr.  Fisher  set  forth  "  the  nature  of  the 
books  required  by  the  blind,  the  method  of 
teaching,  and  particularly  of  manual  training 
to  be  employed  on  their  behalf."   A  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  establishment  of  an 
institution    reported   within   ten   days,    at   an 
adjourned    meeting    in    the    Representatives' 
Chamber  at  the  State  House,  a  resolution  in 
favour   of  the   enterprise,   and   after   another 
address  from  Dr.  Fisher,  and  commendatory 
remarks  from  several  others,  a  strong  com- 
mittee was  named  to  obtain  an  act  of  incor- 
poration, which  passed  the  legislature  without 
debate,     establishing     "  the     New     England 
Asylum  for  the  Blind,  for  the  purpose  of  edu- 
cating blind  persons,"  dated  March  2nd,  1829. 
...    In  1830  the  first  officers  were  chosen  : — 
Jonathan    Phillips,    president,    and    John    D. 
Fisher  at  the  head  of  the  trustees.      Another 
trustee  was  William  H.  Prescott,  the  historian. 
"  Not  the  least,  nay,  the  very  greatest,  of  Dr. 
Fisher's  services,"  Dr.  Eliot  goes  on  to  say, 
"  was  the  enlistment  of  another  young  phy- 
sician of  Boston  in  his   undertaking.       This 
was  Samuel  G.  Howe,  who  .  .  .  went  to  Paris 
to  study  there  and  elsewhere  the  work  already 
accomplished  for  the  blind  in  Europe.     In 
July,  1832,  he  returned  home  with  a  teacher 


from  the  Paris  school  and  another  from  an 
Edinburgh  school.  In  August  the  School  was 
opened  in  the  Pleasant  Street  house  of  Dr. 
Howe's  father,  with  six  pupils. 

"  Writing  of  the  day  of  the  small  begin- 
nings of  the  School,  an  early  visitor  says  : — 
'  Here  in  the  simplest  surroundings  we  found 
Dr.  Howe . . .  He  had  then  been  about  six  months 
at  work,  and  had  invented  and  laboriously 
executed  some  books  with  raised  letters  to 
teach  them  to  read,  some  geographical  maps, 
and  the  geometrical  diagrams  necessary  for 
instruction  in  mathematics.  He  had  gummed 
twine  upon  cardboard,  an  enormous  labour, 
to  form  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.'  "  Dr. 
Howe  died  in  1850. 

In  1833  Colonel  T.  H.  Perkins  gave  his 
house  in  Pearl  Street,  Boston,  as  a  permanent 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  was  elected  Vice- 
President  of  the  Corporation  in  1835,  and  held 
that  office  until  1846.  In  1839  the  Institution 
removed  to  Mount  Washington  House  at 
South  Boston,  and  in  that  same  year  it  was 
resolved  that  its  name  should  henceforth  be 
the  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts 
Asylum  for  the  Blind. 

Amongst  the  notable  events  connected  with 
the  Perkins  Institution  is  cited  the  founding 
of  the  Kindergarten  in  1887  by  Mr.  Anagnos. 
For  some  years  he  had  worked  hard  for  this 
object,  scattering  appeals  enlisting  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  public.  It  is  interesting  to  read 
that  the  first  contribution  of  money  came  from 
the  girls  of  his  own  school.  In  1883  Mr. 
Anagnos  writes  : — "  I  have  gladly  and  deter- 
minedly decided  to  accept  Froebel's  grand  call 
to  live  for  little  children." 

Interesting  accounts  are  given  of  the  training 
of  the  first  pupils  at  the  Institution,  and  of  the 
education  of  Laura  Bridgman,  of  whom  Dr. 
Eliot  writes  : — "  She  owed  an  almost  infinite 
debt  to  Dr.  Howe  and  the  Institution,  and  they 
also  owed  much  to  her  for  the  interest  she 
aroused  and  the  good  will  she  inspired." 
Reports  of  interesting  bequests  to  the  Insti- 
tution are  given  in  the  booklet,  and  an  account 
of  the  Harvard  Course  on  the  Education  of  the 
Blind.  Amongst  numerous  other  items,  the 
following  is  narrated  : — 

"  The  first  substantial  gift  to  the  Institution 
after  its  removal  to  Watertown  was  a  peal  of 
eight  fine-toned  bells,  presented  by  Mrs. 
Andrew  C.  Wheelwright,  descendant  of  Col. 
Thomas  Handasyd  Perkins.     These  were  im- 
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ported  from  England,  and,  arriving  in  our 
museum  in  December,  191 2,  afforded  a  rare 
opportunity  for  examination,  which  was 
utilised  by  all  the  pupils,  even  the  Kinder- 
garten children  coming  from  over  their  Jamaica 
Plain  home  to  see  them.  The  Wheelwright 
bells  .  .  are  pealed  on  occasion  by  an  English 
guild  of  bell-ringers,  one  such  time  having 
been  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  President 
Harding,  when  they  were  pealed  muffled  as  a 
special  honour.  .  .  They  are  chimed  by 
several  of  our  boy  pupils  in  turn,  and  the 
playing  of  familiar  hymns  upon  them  in  this 
way  is  a  beautiful  part  of  our  Sunday  mornings 
and  of  special  fete  days."  The  inscription 
chosen  by  Mrs.  Wheelwright  and  Mr.  Sturgis, 
the  architect,  are  as  follows  : — 
Treble,  Angel,     "  Mav  God  bless  all,  whom 

we  do  call." 
2nd,       Joy,  "  Break  forth  into   joy,   sing 

together." 
3rd,        Blessing,  "  O    ye    light   and   darkness, 

bless  ye  the  Lord." 
4th,        Honour,  "  Sing  ye  to  the  Lord,  sing, 

sing  forth  the  honour  of  His 

name." 
5  th,        Glory,      "  Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is 

come." 
6th,        Faith,      "  Send  out  Thy  light  and  Thy 

truth  ;  let  them  lead  me." 
7th,        Hope,       "  Lift   up   your   hearts.      We 

lift  them  up  unto  the  Lord." 
Tenor,  hove,     "  Ring  in  the  love  of  truth,  ring 

in    the    common    love    of 

good." 

In  conclusion,  we  take  the  liberty  of  quoting 
from  Mr.  Allen's  concluding  paragraphs  con- 
cerning the  theory  that  has  affected  the  plan 
of  reconstruction  at  this  Institution  : — "  It  is 
wise  alike  for  economic  and  eugenic  reasons 
to  educate  vitally  handicapped  boys  and  girls 
strictly  apart  at  all  times  and  places.  The 
pupils  at  the  lower  school  are  pre-adolescent ; 
of  the  upper  school,  adolescent.  Also  to  keep 
the  two  groups  apart  is  wise  both  for  this 
reason  and  for  the  reason  that  the  division 
breaks  an  unwieldy  number  into  groups  which 
may  be  handled.  A  further  cleavage  into 
cottages  is  best  because  it  effects  the  maximum 
of  personal  contact  of  the  children  and  youths 
with  selected  adults.  Again,  making  each 
cottage  of  boys  or  of  girls  a  family  is  especially 
desirable  because  wholesome.  The  doing  of 
daily  chores  by  all  pupils  can  be  made  to  have 
a  profound  educational  effect  ;  being  contri- 
butory work  it  is  moral ;  besides,  it  is  practical 


training  for  life.  Some  one  has  said  that  school 
is  not  merely  preparation  for  life,  it  is  life  ; 
that  it  should  teach  boys  and  girls,  not  sub- 
jects ;  and  one  of  the  best  means  is  to  keep 
them  busy  and  interested  and  full  of  responsi- 
bility. Officers  and  teachers  should  also  have 
daily  '  duties,'  such  as  caring  for  their  rooms, 
the  object  being  chiefly  example  set  to  the 
pupils  that  house  work  is  honourable  and  not 
undignified,  and  its  avoidance  not  one  of  the 
results  of  education.  But  it  is  good  for  them 
also,  especially  as  it  promotes  the  spirit  of 
family  interdependence. 

"  Such  division  into  co-operative  family 
living  is  only  practically  effective  where  the 
children  are  old  enough  to  be  really  helpful. 
Where  they  are  not  so,  as  in  the  lower  school, 
the  divisions  may  be  by  age  as  well  as  sex. 
Where  they  are  so,  as  in  the  upper,  the  element 
of  age  may  be  disregarded,  the  divisions  being 
made  to  promote  equal  efficiency  among  the 
families.  This  has  been  the  case  in  our  girls' 
cottages  since  1870. 

"  The  principle  which  the  Perkins  Insti- 
tution is  now  able  to  emphasise  throughout 
is  that  the  test  of  education  lies  less  in  what 
one  knows  than  in  how  one  can  adjust  one- 
self to  society  ;  that,  while  it  is  easy  to  instruct 
the  young  blind,  it  is  difficult  to  train  them  so 
as  to  hold  their  own  in  the  world.  A  reason 
for  this  difficulty  lies  in  the  tendency  of  the 
seeing  to  underrate  the  capabilities  of  the 
blind  ;  another,  in  the  natural  proneness  of  the 
blind  to  magnify  this  '  prejudice  of  the  seeing  ' 
and  to  minimise  the  influence  of  their  own  ex- 
ertions in  overcoming  it.  The  Perkins  Insti- 
tution must  be  a  living,  working  demonstration 
of  the  power  of  the  young  blind  not  only  to 
do  this,  but  also  to  appear  and  act  like  other 
people — really  a  continuous  exhibition.  To 
this  end  the  best  interdependent  family  living 
under  reasonably  ideal  conditions  is  made 
fundamental. 

"  When  some  fourteen  years  ago  I  helped  to 
shape  the  plan  of  the  new  buildings  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  I  laid 
my  main  emphasis  on  centralised  control 
coupled  with  a  beautiful  environment.  Under 
stress  of  similar  circumstances  I  should  un- 
hesitatingly recommend  repeating  the  same 
plan,  for  it  has  worked  out  magnificently.  It 
truly  represents  the  best  type  of  congregate- 
segregate  institution  for  the  blind  that  there 
is,  and  I  have  personally  visited  forty  of  these 
residential  schools  here  and  in  Europe.  But 
my  years  of  conduct  of  it,  together  with  the 
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years  here,  have  strengthened  my  confidence 
in  the  capacity  of  the  young  blind  to  respond 
to  environmental  influences  of  all  kinds  ;  that 
a  certain  measure  of  freedom  is  wholesome  for 
them,  that  the  daily  service  they  can  render  to 
others  or  towards  their  own  keep  at  school 
counts  for  more  in  the  preparation  for  life  than 
does  rigid  discipline  and  concentration  upon 
school  instruction.  The  difference  in  the  two 
reconstructions  lies  then  in  the  different 
emphasis  on  liberty  and  service.  If  the  Perkins 
Institution  responds  to  its  new  conditions  as 
favourably  as  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
has  done,  I  shall  be  more  than  content.  .  .  ." 


COLLEGE  AND  ASSOCIATION  OF 
TEACHERS  OF  THE  BLIND 

Arthur   Pearson  Memorial   Prizes 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  Bart., 
G.B.E.,  on  9th  December,  1921,  a  sum  of- 
money  was  raised  by  public  subscriptions 
to  perpetuate  his  memory,  and  of  this  sum  £200 
was  allocated  to  the  College  and  Association 
of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  which  has  invested 
the  whole  amount  and  will  devote  the  interest 
thereon  to  the  purpose  of  providing  prizes 
associated  with  the  name  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson. 

One  prize  will  be  awarded  to  the  candidate 
who  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
reaches  the  highest  standard  of  proficiency  in 
the  School  Teachers'  Examination,  and 
another  to  the  candidate  who  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  reaches  the 
highest  standard  of  proficiency  in  the  Home 
Teachers'  Examination. 

The  prizes  will  be  in  the  form  of  cash. 

The  certificates  of  prizewinners  will  be 
endorsed  "  Winner  of  the  Arthur  Pearson 
Prize,"  followed  by  the  year  in  which  the 
prize  is  won. 

No  prize  or  prizes  will  be  awarded  in 
the  event  of  there  being  no  candidate  or  can- 
didates of  sufficient  merit  in  any  year. 
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HE  following  entertainment  will  be 
given  at  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.i, 
at  7.45   p.m.  :— 

Wednesday,  March  25th — Concert  Lecture, 
by  Alderman  H.  Keatley  Moore,  B.A.,  Mus. 
Bac,  J. P.,  and  his  Choir,  for  the  study  of  un- 
accompanied Part-Singing. 

It  is  hoped  that  readers  and  their  friends  will 
be  able  to  be  present. 


GREATER  LONDON  FUND  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

TWO  Regimental  Dances  on  behalf  of  the 
Fund  were  again  successful  events  of  the 
month  of  January  :  on  the  10th  the  organisers 
were  the  19th  Battalion  County  of  London 
Regiment  at  Camden  Town,  and  on  the 
17th,  the  17th  Battalion  of  the  same  regi- 
ment held  a  most  enjoyable  Carnival  Ball 
at  Bow.  On  January  13th  the  St.  Marylebone 
Chamber  of  Trade  arranged  a  most  successful 
Whist  Drive.  Four  hundred  people  were 
present. 

The  Mayor  of  Camberwell  (Councillor  H.  A. 
Wilmot)  called  a  meeting  at  the  Camberwell 
Baths  on  January  16th  to  form  a  Circle  of 
"  Helpers  of  the  Blind."  The  ex-Mayor 
(Councillor  H.  F.  A.  Edmonds)  deputised  for 
the  Mayor  as  Chairman,  and  subsequently 
accepted  the  chairmanship  of  the  Circled 
Mr.  Preece  made  a  strong  appeal  for 
members,  and  particularly  for  the  hearty 
support  of  those  present  on  "  Geranium 
Day,"  It  was  announced  that  Mr.  E.  T. 
Campbell,  M.P.,  had  consented  to  act  as 
President  of  the  newly-formed  Circle.  The 
meeting  was  followed  by  a  delightful 
entertainment  given  by  Mr.  Herbert  and  Miss 
Aurddollen  Williams. 

On  the  same  evening  the  Wandsworth  Circle 
of  "  Helpers  of  the  Blind,"  formed  during 
December  last,  organised  a  most  successful 
dance  ;  and  on  January  22nd,  the  Annual  Ball 
at  the  Acton  Baths,  organised  by  Mr.  Cooke, 
was  as  enjoyable — and  as  financially  profitable 
■ — as  ever. 

"  Helpers  of  the  Blind  "  also  arranged  a 
concert  at  the  Carnegie  Public  Library,  Seven 
Kings,  on  the  26th  of  the  month.  Every  seat 
in  the  hall,  which  holds  400  people, was  occupied 
and  many  of  the  audience  stood.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Ilford  Council  presided,  and  the  pro- 
gramme provided  by  the  blind  artistes, 
together  with  pupils  of  Miss  Moreen  Lawrence 
- — who  appeared  in  several  clever  dances — re- 
ceived hearty  applause.  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece 
appealed  to  the  audience  to  help  the  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Pitt,  with  the  organisation  of  "  Geranium 
Day."  The  money  from  the  collection  and 
sale  of  programmes  amounted  to  £23,  and  this 
has  since  been  increased  by  a  gift  of  £5  from 
a  society  some  of  whose  members  were 
present  at  the  concert. 
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One  half  of  the  programme  at  Shepperton  at  a 
Variety  Entertainment  given  in  the  Parish 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  January  28th  was  also 
provided  by  them.  They  were  heartily  re- 
ceived, as  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Ryan,  vocalist, 
who  was  good  enough  to  contribute  to  the 
programme  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Bailey,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  local  arrangements. 
The  second  half  of  the  programme  consisted 
of  a  charming  dramatic  sketch,  "  The  Maker 
of  Dreams,"  by  Oliphant  Down,  produced  by 
Miss  Peggie  Robb-Smith,  who  played  the  part 
of  "  Pierrette,"  and  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr. 
Howard  Rose  and  Mr.  Robert  M.  Scott.  Mr. 
F.  H.  Merrick  and  Mrs.  Merrick  were  among 
the  audience,  and  Mrs.  Merrick  provided  tea 
for  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  entertain- 
ment. They  had  worked  hard  to  dispose 
of  tickets,  and  together  with  Mrs.  Bailey  and 
other  Shepperton  folk  they  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  a  satisfactory  financial  result. 


RECENT  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  NATIONAL 
LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 

FICTION 

Brereton,  Capt.  F.  S.     Boy  of  the  Old  Dominion  5  vols. 

Croker,  B.  M.     Angel  .  .  .  .  . .  5  vols. 

Deeping,  Warwick.     Secret  Sanctuary    .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Delafield,  E.  M.     Reversion  to  Type        .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Ford,  Sewell.     Horses  Nine  .  .  .  .  . .  2  vols. 

Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell.     Guardian  Angel         .  .  6  vols. 

Hough,  E.     Covered  Wagon  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

London,  Jack.     Faith  of  Men        . .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.     House  of  the  Arrow   .  .  . .  6  vols 

Maud,  C.  E.     English  Girl  in  Paris  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Raymond,  E.  T.     Wanderlight 6  vols. 

Rhodes,  Kathleen.     Afterwards    .  .  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

Roberts,    Morley.      Grinder's   Wheel    and   other 

Stories        . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Roberts,  Cecil.     Scissors     .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Stratton-Porter,  G.     Daughter  of  the  Land         .  .  5  vols. 

Tarkington,  Booth.     Guest  of  Quesnay  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Wemyss,  Mrs.  G.     Jaunty  in  Charge       .  .  . .  4  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

"Anon."     League  of  Nations  :    What  it  is  and 

what  it  does         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1  vol. 

"  Anon."     Little  Pilgrim  in  the  LTnseen  .  .  1  vol. 

Astor,  Lady.     My  Two  Countries  .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Ault,  N.  (Compiler).     Poet's  Life  of  Christ         .  .  3  vols. 
Berners,  Lord  (Ed.  G.  C.  Macaulay).     Chronicles 

of  Froissart  (in  continuation)     .  .  . .  Vols.  1-4 

Buchan,  J.     Last   Secrets  :     Final   Mysteries  of 

Exploration  3  vols. 

Bury,  J.  B.    History  of  the  Freedom  of  Thought  3  vols. 

Cairns,  J.  A.  R.     Sidelights  of  London    .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Cameron,  Isabel.     The  Doctor  (Dr.  Lindsay)     .  .  1  vol. 
Dyke,  Edythe  Hart  (Editress).     Seeing  through 

Another's  Eyes     .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Hadfield,  J   A.     Psychology  and  Morals  . .  3  vols. 

Herman,  E.     Finding  of  the  Cross  .  .  . .  1  vol. 

Hutton,  W.  H.     Short  History  of  the  Church  in 

Great  Britain 6  vols. 

"  Iconoclast."     Man  of  To-Morrow  :    J.  Ramsay 

Macdonald  4  vols. 


McNeile,  Rev.  A.  H.    Self  Training  in  Meditation 
Petrie,  W.  M.  Flinders.     Social  Life  in  Ancient 

Egypt         

*Quincey,  T.  de.     Modern  Superstition 
Rhys,  E.  (Editor).     Minor  Elizabethan  Drama.  . 

1  Gorboduc — T.  Norton  and  T.  Sackville 

2  Arden  of  Feversham 

3  David  and  Bethsaba — G.  Peele 

4  Spanish  Tragedy — T.  Kyd 
Villari,  P.     Life  and  Times  of  Savonarola 
Ward,  Mrs.  Humphrey.     Towards  the  Goal 
Woods,  C.  E.     Gospel  of  Rightness 

Wright,  H.    Population  (E.  W.  Austin  Memorial 
Fund) 
GRADE   I. 

Lindsay,  Maud.    Story  Garden  for  Little  Children 
Moore,  D.     Cecily's  Highwayman 
Raiker,  Alice  M.     Dulcibella  and  the  Fairies 
'Twas  long  ago 


Marshal  Feng 


Mon  oncle  et  mon  Cure 


Wahlenberg,  A. 
GRADE   III. 

Broomhall,  M. 
FOREIGN. 

Brete,  J.  de  la 
MOON. 

Hope,  A.     Rupert  of  Hentzau 
ESPERANTO. 

Amicis,  E.  de.     De  Apeninojges  Andoj 

Droogendijk,  C.  C.     Esperantej  Poemoj 


Hohlov,  N.    La  morto  de  la  Deleg 
Irving,  W.     El  la  Skizlibro 
Kropotkin,  P.     La  Salajro 
Raabe,  W.     La  Nigra  Galero 
Zanoni  (Selected).     Bukedo 


to  deU.E.A... 


1vol. 

2  vols. 
lvol. 
4  vols. 


9  vols. 

2  vols. 
4  vols. 

3  vols. 

lvol. 

3  vols. 
lvol. 
2  vols. 

lvol. 

4  vols. 

6  vols. 

lvol. 
lvol. 
lvol. 
2  vols. 
lvol. 
2  vols. 
2  vols. 


*  Stereotyped   Book  presented    by  the   National    Institute 
for  the  Blind. 


WOULD  any  reader  care  to  contribute 
some  little  gift  of  work  to  a  Sale  of 
Work  which  Miss  Smith,  Bryn  Willow, 
Paignton,  S.  Devon,  hopes  to  hold  next 
autumn  with  the  object  of  raising  money 
towards  the  re-embossing  of  the  Bible  in 
Braille  type.  The  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  have  already  issued  several  books  of 
the  Bible  in  the  new  edition,  and  are  anxious 
to  complete  the  whole  work  when  the  neces- 
sary funds  are  available.  Gifts  of  work, 
which  may  be  sent  any  time  during  September, 
will  be  most  gratefully  received  by  Miss 
Smith  at  the  above  address. 

KENT   COUNTY   ASSOCIATION    FOR  THE    BLIND 

WANTED,    Home    Teacher    and   Visitor  of   the 

Blind  (Female).  Candidates  must  be  sighted  and  not  over 
40  years  of  age.  Experienced  in  Handicrafts,  Welfare 
Work.  Braille  and  Moon.  The  person  appointed,  if  not 
holding  the  Home  Teachers'  Certificate  of  the  College  of 
Teachers  of  the  Blind,  will  be  required  to  pass  the  exami- 
nation within  two  years  from  the  date  of  appointment. 
Salary,  £156  per  annum,  and  the  appointment  will  be 
terminable  by  one  month's  notice  on  either  side.  A  Motor 
Cycle  will  be  provided.  Applications  stating  qualifications, 
with  copies  of  three  testimonials,  should  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary,  Rev.  R.  Wall,  1  Crescent  Street,  Sittingbourne. 
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Progress. — Historic  and  Romantic  Associations — The 
Romance  of  Rubbish — "  Ronsard  to  his  Mistress " — 
Wireless  for  the  Blind,  IV  (continued) — Intellect  Shar- 
peners —  Garden  Notes  :  Correspondence  —  Matters 
of  the  Moment — Our  Prize  Competitions — Advertise- 
ments— Unemployment  Insurance  Acts,  1920-24 — 
National  Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The 
Question  Box — French  Page — The  Voice  in  the  Street — 
Baby  names  himself.  Chess  Supplement  :  Home  Occu- 
pations for  the  Blind.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
5s,  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal  — The  Growth  of  a  Military  Spirit 
in  China — The  Philosophy  of  Horace — How  I  built  mvself 
a  house — Cross-Word  Puzzle — The  "  Poetry  Review  "  and 

•  a  Blind  Poet — A  Day's  Sport  with  Ranjit-Singhi — Veterans 
of  the  Sea — Extraordinary  Birds.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Performing  Right  Society  (con- 
tinued)— Tuners'  Column — Sir  William  Sterndale  Bennett 
— Correspondence — Review  :  Growth  of  Music,  Part  III — 
Notices — Humour.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music  Reviews. 
Inset  :  Piano  :  Nos.  3,  4  and  5  of  "  Five  Pieces,"  by 
Balfour  Gardiner.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
8s.  6d.  per  annum  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — An  Announcement  by  the  Fditor — 
"  Al  at  Lloyd's  "  (John  o'  London's  Weekly) — With  the 
Breakdown  Gang  (The  Scout) — A  Day  on  a  Cattle  Ranch 
(Radio  Times)— Told  in  Playtime — Things  to  Notice — 
Prize  Competition — The  Vagabond  (Poem) — What  Man 
Found  when  he  Came  (My  Magazine) — The  Wolf  at  the 
Door  (Children's  Newspaper) — Glossary  of  Difficult 
Words— Scholarships  for  the  Blind,  March,  1925.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 


Santa  Lucia. — In  the  Western  Isles — The  Caterpillar  and 
its  Silk — A  Great  Change  in  Constantinople — The  King 
Behind  the  King  (Chapters  XI-XIV),  by  Warwick  Deeping 
— The  Japanese  Child — Strangling  a  Leopard — "  Punch  " 
Corner — Thought  for  the  Month — Notices — The  Wisdom 
of  Westminster's  Hot  Potato  Man — Cod-Liver  Oil.  (Is.  8d. 
per  copy,  post  free.) 

Channels  of  Blessing. — Content — A  Thanksgiving 
Song — Notes  and  Meditations  on  Church  History — The 
Watered  Lilies — Our  Letter  from  India — Thoughts  from 
Old  Friends — Notes  on  Amos — Prayer  Union — A  Boy  who 
was  a  Bridge — At  Prayer  Meeting — With  Christ  in  the 
School  of  Prayer. 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
What  we  Think — Cross  Word  Puzzle,  No.  2 — Time — 
Letter  Juggling  Competition — The  Poet's  Corner — Inter- 
national Notes — Correspondence — Advertisements  and 
General  Notices — Why  Mr.  Lloyd  George  was  Silent — 
Favourite  Quotations.  Literary  Supplement  :  "  Eversley 
To-day  " — "  Some  Interesting  Biographical  Notes  " — 
Music  Supplement  :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  Tom  Bow- 
ling," by  A.  B.  Cooper  ;  Song  :  "  Song  of  a  Bow,"  by 
Aylward.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 


Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — Good  Luck,  by  Pett  Ridge — 
The  Stranger — Changing  a  City's  Name — Wayside  Sayings 
— Coin  worth  a  Fortune — Miracle  of  the  Honey  Bee — The 
Hissing  Iguana — Why  St.  Paul's  is  Crumbling — Earth- 
quakes at  Sea — The  Fly  with  a  Temperament.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  tree.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


A  book  entitled  "The  Blind  in  Industry  :  Fifty  Years 
of  Work  and  Wages,"  by  Ben  Purse,  is  to  be  published 
on  Tuesday,  March  3rd.  The  price  is  4s.  per  copy,  post 
free.  Printed  in  bold,  clear  type  on  good  paper,  this 
volume  should  prove  of  great  value  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  prevailing  conditions  in  the  blind  world.  Orders  for 
the  book  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Ben  Purse,  39  Stock 
Orchard  Crescent,  Holloway,  London,  N.7. 


BASKET  TRADE 
Female  Assistant  required  at  once.  Must  be  capable  of 
instructing  and  supervising  the  work  of  blind  girls.  Apply, 
stating  qualifications  together  with  wages  required,  to  the 
Secretary,  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  Victoria  Road, 
Hanley,  Stoke-on-Trent. 


EMBOSSED 

Physical  Map  of  England  and  Wales 


Size:   22  ins.  by  1 8  ins. 

Weight  of  map  :  About  2'  lbs. 

Weight  of  map  in  case :  About  5  lbs. 


THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  has  a  stock  of  these  new  and 
improved  maps  of  England  and  Wales  only.  The  cost  of  producing  these  maps  is 
us.  6d.  each,  but  in  view  of  their  great  value  to  all  educational  establishments  for  the  blind 
it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  very  generous  discount  to  purchasers.  A  limited  number 
of  maps  are  now  ready  for  sale  at 

3/-    NETT.       Postage  or  Carriage  extra. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  map  is  in  very  bold  relief,  and  shows  the  principal 
towns,   rivers,    mountain    ranges,  etc.,  together   with   latitude    and    longitude   measurements. 
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MUSIC 

The    prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the   blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 


Church — 

6362  "  Turn  Thy  face  from  my  sins  "  (Anthem),  by  Attwood  (Vertical  score) 

6363  "  Miserere  mei,  Deus  "  (as  sung  in  the  Commination  Service),  by  Redhead  (Vertical  score), 

6364  "  Let  us  now  praise  famous  men  "  (in  unison),  by  Vaughan  Williams  (Bar  by  bar) 
Organ — 

6365  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  G  minor,  Vol.  3,  No.  5,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

6366  "  Vom  Himmel  Hoch,"  Choral  Variations,  Vol.  5,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

6367  Fifth  Organ  Concerto,  by  Handel  (Bar  by  bar)         

Choral  Prelude  on  "  Christe,  Redemptor  Omnium,"  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar) 
Tschaikowsky  Album,  edited  by  W.  Wolstenholme  (Bar  by  bar) 

Piano — 
6370     "  Minstrels,"  by  Debussy  (Bar  by  bar) 

"  Robin  Hood  and  his  Merrie  Men  "  (Twelve  Miniatures),  by  Leslie  Fly  (Bar  by  bar) 
Prelude  and  Fugue  in  D,  Op.  35,  No-.  2,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar) 
First  Selection  from  "  Lilac  Time,"  by  Schubert  (arranged  by  Clutsaml  (Bar  by  bar)  .  . 
Three  Waltzes,  Op.  178,  by  Stanford  (Bar  by  bar) 

Dance — 

6375  "  Wait  a  bit,  Susie  "  (Song  Fox-Trot).,  from  "  Primrose,"  by  G.  Gershwin  (Bar  by  bar) 

6376  "  Dream  Daddy  "  (Song  Fox-Trot),  by  L.  Herscher  and  G.  Keefer  (Bar  by  bar)  pocket  size 

6377  "  The  Golden  West  "  (Waltz  Song),  by  H.  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar) 

6378  "  Marchete  "  Valse,  by  V.  Schertzinger  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6380  "  Come  into  the  Garden,  Maud,"  by  M.  W.  Balfe  (C,  Compass  C  to  G'),  pocket  size 

6381  "  Four  Songs  of  Childhood,"  by  Frederick  Keel  (Compass  C  to  G') 

6382  "  When  June  is  come,"  by  E.  J.  Moeran  (D,  Compass  F  natural  to  E') 
"  See  !   the  Heavens  smile  "  (Bass  solo  from  "  The  Tempest  "),  by  Henry 
"  Harlequin,"  by  Sanderson  (B  minor,  Compass  B,  to  F'),  pocket  size 
"  Old  clothes  and  fine  clothes,"  by  Martin  Shaw  (C,  Compass  C  to  E') 

Three-Part  Song — 
6388     '  The  Dancers  "  (S.S.A.),  by  E.  L.  Bainton  (Open  and  Vertical  scores) 
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6369 


6371 
6372 
6373 
6374 


6383 
6384 
6385 


Examination  Papers. 
6387     1917.     Associateship 


The  Roy 


1918. 


6388 

6389 

6390 

6391    1919. 

6392 

6393    1920. 

6394 

6395    1921. 

6396 

6397    1922. 

6398 


Fellowship 
Associateship 
Fellowship 
Associateship 
Fellowship 
Associateship 
Fellowship 
Associateship 
Fellowship 
Associateship 
Fellowship 
Violin  and  Piano — 
6379     "  Legend:,"  Op.  17,  by  Wieniawski  (Bar  by  bar) 


al  College  of  Organists- 


Purcell  (C, 


Cor 


E,  to  D') 
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Fiction — 

6246-9     The  Atheist's  Mass,  by  de  Balzac.  4  vols 

6287-9     Dead  Man's  Rock,  by  Couch,  3  vols.  .  . 

6314-5     The  Napoleon  of  Notting  Hill,  by  Chesterton,  2  vols. 

Essays — 
6250-3     The  English  Humorists,  by  Thackerav,  4  vols. 
6254-9     Short  Studies  on  Great  Subjects,  by  Froude,  6  vols. 

Belles-Lettres — 
6310        The  Religio  Medici  and  other  writings,  by  Browne 

Musical  Biography — 
6345         William  Byrd,  bv  Fellowes 
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ONE    OF    THE    SIGHTLESS    WORKERS    OF   THE 

WORLD 

By  H.    WRIGHT 

The  following  interesting  account  of  a  blind  man's  work,  In  Central 
Africa  has  been  sent  to  us  by  a  widely  travelled  correspondent : — 


T  is  time  the  poor  man  went  home 
and  gave  younger  men  a  chance." 
So  said  my  young  companion,  one 
of  the  Marconi  operators  on  board 
the  Antwerp-bound  steamer.  To 
him  the  man  under  discussion  looked 
only  old  and  blind,  and,  therefore, 
in  his  estimation,  useless.  This  con- 
versation set  me  thinking,  and  I 
fancied  some  might  like  to  know 
the  truth  about  the  possibilities  for 
a  blind  man,  even  in  Central  Africa,  so  I  am 
writing  this  description  of  one  who  works 
there. 

Those  who  live  in  the  tropics  need  a  fur- 
lough every  two  to  four  years,  unless  the  hills 
or  some  health  resort  are  easy  of  access  ;  but 
this  homeward-bound  traveller  had  made  a 
record  of  25  years  in  Belgian  Congo  with  only 
two  furloughs,  and  this  last  time  18  years  with- 
out a  break.  There  he  had  led  the  most  strenuous 
of  lives  out  in  his  forest-girt  home,  taking 
little  if  any  recreation  from  voluntary  and  un- 
paid work.  When  he  had  his  sight  he  had 
helped  his  small  band  of  native  workmen,  with 
his  own  hands,  to  clear  the  ground  on  which 
his  houses  now  stand.  It  was  he  who  had 
taught  some  of  his  men  to  use  the  spirit  level 
and  plumb  line,  the  saw  and  plane.  He,  with 
others,  had  spent  long  hours  getting  the  lan- 
guage into  writing  and  teaching  the  natives 
how  to  read  and  write  it. 


Now,  in  the  days  of  his  blindness,  he  reaps 
the  benefit  of  all  his  labours,  for  there  is 
nothing  his  brown  friends  like  better  than 
serving  him — reading  to  him,  sewing  for  him, 
doing  anything  that  he  needs.  Out  of  his  160 
resident  schoolboys,  who  are  by  the  way  the 
jolliest,  most  lively  and  mischievous  set 
imaginable,  there  are  always  some  ready  at  a 
moment's  notice  to  defend  or  accompany  their 
loved  friend  or  "  father,"  as  they  call  him, 
should  occasion  arise.  He  never  lacks  either 
occupation  or  company.  In  fact,  there  are 
many  days — and  even  some  nights — when  it 
is  hard  to  get  necessary  quiet  for  either  meals 
or  repose. 

What  does  he  do  all  day,  do  you  say  ?  Come 
with  me  ;  we  must  step  out  if  we  are  to  follow 
him.  First  at  break  of  day,  at  6.15,  see  half  a 
dozen  little  imps  who  are  waiting  outside  his 
door  ready  to  conduct  him  to  the  schoolhouse, 
a  building  which  will  seat  500,  where  he  gives 
the  daily  Bible  address.  The  boys  jostle  one 
another  as  he  comes  out  of  his  room,  calling 
out  "  I  was  first  " — "  I  was  first."  He  lays  a 
hand  on  the  shoulder  of  the  nearest,  and  gives 
his  basket  of  keys  to  another,  while  a  third  is 
entrusted  with  the  clock  which  strikes  the 
hours,  and  off  they  go — well  content  that  they 
form  the  body-guard,  self-imposed  always,  of 
their  beloved  white  Father. 

Half  an  hour  later,  the  workmen's  roll-call 
over,  he  gives  his  orders  for  the  day,  perhaps 
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allotting  duties  to  15  to  30  men,  according  to 
the  work  in  hand  ;  then  he  hurries  back  to  his 
boys  with  their  capable  native  headman,  who 
receives  instructions  as  to  their  work  in  the 
fields,  forest,  village  or  school.  On  the  way 
to  his  office  he  is  waylaid  half  a  dozen  times, 
and  by  the  time  he  reaches  the  door  someone 
has  to  clear  the  way  in  order  that  he  may  enter. 
As  you  look  in  you  are  struck  with  the  business- 
like appearance  of  things — a  very  neat  room, 
with  a  large  desk,  typewriter  and  a  Braille 
machine  at  hand.  Bookshelves  with  piles  of 
Braille  notes  are  there,  a  long  bench  for 
visitors,  a  small  side  table  and  a  couple  of 
chairs  complete  the  furnishing  where  now  a 
really  hard  day's  work  is  about  to  begin. 

Questions  requiring  the  skill  of  a  doctor, 
lawyer,  pastor  or  friend  are  asked  all  day  long 
by  chiefs  from  far  and  near,  from  sick  or 
troubled  men,  women  and  children.  It  is  with 
difficulty  we  get  him  away  for  his  meals,  and 
sometimes  we  fail.  As  he  eats  his  breakfast 
on  the  wide  and  airy  verandah,  we  often  see 
sick  folk  approaching,  some  carried  in  ham- 
mocks, all  anxiously  awaiting  the  moment 
when  he  shall  return  to  his  office.  Some  of  the 
more  important  people  even  force  their  way 
to  his  side  while  he  eats,  ignoring  the  remon- 
strance of  the  native  boys  who  wait  upon  him. 

Again,  as  he  steps  off  the  verandah,  this  one 
or  that  approaches  with  the  words  of  native 
greeting — "  I  am  (so  and  so)  from  the  village 
of  (so  and  so),"  thus  making  quite  sure  that 
the  one  who  cannot  see  them  is  fully  aware  of 
their  individuality.  For  an  hour  or  two  there 
is  a  queue  of  sick  folk  who,  after  their  case  is 
diagnosed,  receive  a  slip  of  paper  on  which  is 
written  the  treatment  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
dispensary,  where,  if  no  European  is  available, 
there  is  a  native  who  has  been  trained  to  do 
this  work.  The  blind  man  himself  comes  to 
the  dispensary  to  remove  teeth  or  even  to  open 
an  abscess,  a  thing  we  have  seen  him  do  with 
great  success,  long  years  of  practice  when  he 
had  his  sight  enabling  him  to  do  much  so  long 
as  a  sighted  person  places  the  instruments  for 
him.  In  this  way  he  brings  relief  to  hundreds 
of  sufferers  during  each  year,  and  when  he 
speaks  of  Eternal  things,  his  words  are  listened 
to  with  respect. 

As  the  hours  of  the  day  wear  on  the  work- 
men are  visited  and  their  work  inspected. 
The  large  bundles  of  grass  they  have  pulled 
for  thatching  are  lifted  and  compared  as 
to  height  and  weight ;  poles  they  have  cut  in 
the  forest  are,  in  the  same  way,  passed  or  re- 


jected. A  building  on  which  they  are  working 
is  "  seen  "  by  the  aid  of  a  long  wand,  and  an 
idea  gained  as  to  size  and  shape.  Comments 
are  made  and  methods  are  discussed  with  the 
native  foreman  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
thatching,  hanging  of  doors  or  windows,  etc. 

Then  the  daily  school  has  to  be  attended. 
It  is  our  blind  friend  who  opens  it  with  a  Bible 
talk.  It  is  he  who  goes  from  class  to  class 
listening  to  all  that  is  said  and  taught,  giving 
encouragement  or  reproof  as  necessary.  The 
spirit  of  the  school  is  distinctly  better  when 
he  is  present,  although  he  has  never  seen  the 
face  of  one  of  his  scholars.  It  is  the  blind 
man's  voice  which  leads  and  teaches  all  the 
tunes  the  children  love  to  sing,  and  very  par- 
ticular he  is  that  each  shall  be  accurately 
rendered.  School  is  usually  closed  by  a 
musical  round  sung  in  a  most  hearty  fashion. 

Besides  much  else  that  a  school  involves, 
there  is  all  the  business  of  an  inland  station — 
ordering  of  supplies,  replies  to  Government 
papers,  settling  of  taxes  on  persons  and 
buildings,  ceaseless  correspondence  in  three 
languages  for  natives  as  well  as  others.  The 
younger  European  workers,  when  there  are 
any,  are  glad  to  bring  their  most  perplexing 
problems  to  one  who  has  weathered  many  a 
storm  and  has  thus  gained  the  knowledge  of 
the  people. 

Retire  and  leave  a  younger  man  to  the  work  ? 
Impossible  !  It  would  take  years  to  know  the 
surrounding  districts,  to  say  nothing  of 
gaining  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Natives 
revere  age  and  have  little  belief  in  the  decisions 
of  youth.  The  Administrator  of  the  District 
recognises  that  none  can  help  him  so  well  as 
this  man  who  has  seen  neither  people  nor 
country  for  eight  years,  and  yet  knows  so  much 
about  both.  He  entrusts  him  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  cotton-seed  and,  more  important 
still,  the  task  of  inviting  and  urging  the 
natives  to  take  up  this  new  venture  of  cotton- 
growing  which  is  deemed  necessary  now  that 
the  rubber  trade  has  died  out.  Four  native 
overseers  are  placed  in  his  care,  and  their 
reports  given  to  him. 

Long  journeys  are  taken  in  the  interests  of 
the  Mission  work,  often  alone  with  natives  ; 
journeys  which  extend  over  five  weeks,  twice 
a  year ;  out-schools  are  visited ;  teachers, 
chiefs  and  people  of  various  kinds  are  inter- 
viewed. Our  friend  travels  in  a  cloth  hammock 
slung  from  a  pole  which  is  carried  by  two 
natives.  Most  perilous  sometimes  are  the 
places    he    has    to    cross,   but   he    continues 
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undaunted,  even  though  occasionally  a  pole 
bridge  give  way  and  he  be  liable  to  be  thrown 
into  the  water  or  the  bog  beneath.  His  boxes, 
provisions,  bed,  etc.,  are  taken  by  the  usual 
native  carriers  and  go  ahead,  so  that  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  a  village  he  may  be  seen 
busily  at  work  with  his  Braille  or  typewriter, 
an  interesting  crowd  ever  at  his  elbow. 

If  you  have  travelled  thus  far  with  us,  I 
think  you  will  have  changed  your  opinion, 
had  you  ever  thought  that  a  man  was  neces- 
sarily "  done  for  "  although  he  had  lost  his 
sight.  Certainly  there  were  days  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  loss  when  his  work  seemed 
at  a  standstill,  but  as  the  late  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  said  :  "  It  may  be  very  interesting  to 
start  life  all  over  again."  Certainly  it  has  been 
so  in  this  case.  Eight  years  have  passed  since 
darkness  fell  on  this  active  worker,  the  result 
of  complete  detachment  of  the  retina  of  his  one 
remaining  eye,  but  he  walks  in  the  Light  of  an 
Eternal  Vision  of  the  Saviour  of  the  World, 
Whose  work  he  seeks  to  do.  Friends  sent 
him  Braille  books  and  machines,  and  soon, 
with  the  aid  of  his  then  solitary  white  com- 
panion, he  was  at  work  again. 

The  following  incident  was  enacted  in  front 
of  the  sightless  man's  dwelling,  and  may  well 
illustrate  one  way  in  which  he  was  able  to  be 
of  service : — 

It  was  a  beautiful,  calm  Sunday  morning  ; 
our  friend,  having  already  given  the  daily 
Bible  talk  to  the  natives,  was  seated  at  break- 
fast with  his  wife.  They  were  as  usual  taking 
the  meal  on  the  verandah,  which  commanded 
a  view  of  the  main  road  bordered  with  palms, 
which  led  to  the  villages  ;  beyond  that  were 
the  cotton,  rice  and  pea-nut  fields,  and  then  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach  stretched  the  forest, 
in  great  waves  of  endless  green.  The  mist 
still  lay  in  the  hollows,  giving  that  beautiful 
effect  which  makes  it  possible  to  imagine  rivers 
where  there  are  none.  A  few  roses  bloomed  in 
the  precious  little  flower  patch  near  the  house 
and  a  bird  twittered  from  a  bush  close  by  ;  a 
comment  was  made  on  the  exceeding  peace- 
fulness  of  all  things.  Suddenly  the  sound  of 
many  bare  feet  thudding  on  the  sand  drew 
nearer  and  nearer,  one  heard  the  noise  of  voices, 
and  in  another  moment  a  crowd  of  natives, 
carrying  the  hammock  of  a  white  man  in  their 
midst,  appeared  on  the  road  opposite  the 
verandah.  Swiftly  it  had  come,  but  at  the 
cross  roads  leading  to  the  house  there  was  a 
sudden  halt,  followed  by  loud  orders  from  the 
occupant     of    the    hammock  ;      then     angry 


shoutings  from  the  men,  a  scuffle,  and  the 
trader  sprang  up,  hitting  right  and  left.  A 
man  rushed  out  of  the  crowd,  blood  streaming 
down  his  face,  then  another  followed,  and 
another.  Two  stalwarts  armed  with  guns 
separated  from  the  throng,  and  it  was  feared 
there  would  be  shooting.  Some  native 
women  rushed  up  from  the  compound,  their 
screams  adding  to  the  babel.  Suddenly  two 
natives,  each  bearing  an  elephant  tusk,  broke 
from  the  crowd  and  fled  back  along  the  road 
whence  they  had  come,  several  others  accom- 
panying them.  More  shouting  and  confusion, 
and  those  listening  to  it  all  from  the  verandah 
were  wondering  if  interference  were  necessary, 
when  the  trader  swung  into  his  hammock 
again,  shouting  to  his  carriers,  and  they  went 
off  along  the  palm  tree  avenue  towards  the 
next  village,  followed  by  only  half  a  dozen  of 
the  crowd,  and  they  were  seen  no  more. 

A  white  stranger  was  a  rare  sight  in  these 
parts,  as  the  station  was  off  the  beaten  track 
and  a  long  day's  journey  from  the  river.  Only 
two  Europeans  had  been  seen  during  the  past 
two  and  a  half  years,  so  that  the  coming  of  this 
one,  who  so  quickly  vanished,  was  not  only  a 
surprise  but  a  disappointment. 

The  dusky  crowd  now  surged  up  to  the 
verandah  to  pour  out  their  tale  of  wrongs,  and 
to  ask  care  for  those  injured  in  the  fray.  The 
wounds,  however,  not  being  serious,  were 
soon  dealt  with,  but  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
took  longer  to  sift  out. 

It  seemed  that  the  trader,  who  had  been 
doing  business  in  a  neighbouring  village,  had 
failed  to  obtain  some  elephant  tusks  which  he 
had  heard  were  there  ;  so  he  had  gone  by  force 
to  the  owner's  hut  and  seized  them,  promising 
to  pay  later.  The  natives,  wary  of  such 
dealings,  had  remonstrated  in  vain,  and  at  last 
urged  the  European  visitor  to  carry  the  case 
to  their  "  White  Father  "  for  decision.  This 
the  trader  agreed  to  do,  evidently  in  order  to 
gain  time  and  to  be  carried  clear  of  their  village 
and  one  stage  nearer  his  next  trading  centre. 
When,  however,  the  Mission  was  reached,  the 
order  was  given  to  go  straight  on,  but  the 
determined  crowd,  surrounding  his  beaters, 
blocked  the  way — hence  the  confusion  and 
scuffle  between  the  owners  of  the  ivory  and 
the  Belgian's  small  body-guard. 

We  are  glad  to  record  the  victory  of  the 
rightful  owners  of  the  tusks,  happily  effected 
with  nothing  worse  than  a  few  blows  and  a 
good  deal  of  noise.  Without  one  spoken 
word  by  the  blind  witness   to   all  this,   the 
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victory  was  doubtless  an  easy  one  on  account 
of  his  presence  there,  a  power  for  justice 
among  both  white  and  black. 

It  may  interest  some  to  know  that  even  the 
Belgian  Government  so  appreciated  the  work 
of  this  obscure  missionary,  that  the  King  of  the 
Belgians  was  pleased,  a  few  years  ago,  to  pre- 
sent through  his  foreign  minister  the  distinction 
of  "  Chevelier  de  l'Ordre  Royal  de  Lion,"  with 
a  medal.  No  recognition  or  reward  had  been 
sought  or  even  thought  of.  In  fact,  it  was  with 
some  embarrassment  that  the  news  was  re- 
ceived, but  it  is  mentioned  here  as  a  proof  that 
a  man  with  such  a  handicap  as  total  loss  of 
sight,  while  seeking  to  obey  God  and  serve 
his  fellow  man,  can  also  be  of  service  to  his 
King  and  country,  adopted  though  they  may  be. 

We  could  relate  many  an  amusing  tale  of  his 
wanderings,  but  here  we  will  leave  him,  once 
more  in  Central  Africa,  hard  at  work  at  his 
post.  Surely  an  example  and  encouragement 
to  many,  both  sighted  and  blind,  amongst  the 
happy  workers  of  the  world. 

NIL    DESPERANDUM. 

H.  Wright. 


EDUCATION   OF   THE   BLIND 

Harvard   University  Extension  Course 

UNDER  the  auspices  of  the  Harvard 
Graduate  School  of  Education,  Mr. 
Edward  E.  Allen,  Director  of  the  Perkins 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  has  for  the  last  four 
years  conducted  an  Extension  Course  on  the 
Education  of  the  Blind.  This  course  is 
"  countable  "  towards  the  University's  degree 
of  Master  of  Education.  Up  to  date  57 
students  have  taken  the  course,  of  whom  the 
greater  number  were  present  and  prospective 
teachers  of  the  blind,  whose  object  it  was  to 
acquire  a  historical  background  rather  than  a 
special  method.  Whilst  taking  the  course,  the 
majority  of  the  students  lived  at  Perkins  Insti- 
tution, Watertown,  where  most  of  the  lectures 
were  given  and  reading  and  observation  took 
place.  Five  students  came  from  abroad,  the 
remainder  from  the  various  States  of  the 
Union. 

The  academic  character  of  the  course  has 
been  rendered  possible  by  means  of  the  large 
and  unique  reference  library  and  museum  of 
objects  for  the  use  of  the  blind  attached  to  the 
Perkins  Institution. 

Such  recognition  by  the  University  of  this 
field  of  teaching  is  naturally  gratifying  to  all 


concerned,  and  we  now  learn  that  Harvard  has 
installed  the  course  as  a  regular  feature,  and 
has  appointed  Mr.  Allen  "  Lecturer  on  the 
Education  of  the  Blind." 

OBITUARY 

MR.  W.  GILBERT  SPEIGHT  records 
with  sorrow  the  death  of  Miss  Anne 
Jane  Askwith,  founder  and  for  nearly  thirty 
years  Principal  of  the  Schools  for  the  Blind, 
Palamcottah.  The  news  of  Miss  Askwith's 
death  has  created  a  deep  sense  of  loss  through- 
out Southern  India,  where  her  long  and 
devoted  service  in  the  cause  of  the  blind  and 
also  in  that  of  women's  education  was  well 
known. 

Miss  Askwith  first  came  to  India  in  1881, 
and  from  that  time  until  the  year  1908  she 
laboured  chiefly  in  the  cause  of  women's 
education  at  the  Sarah  Tucker  Institution. 
About  the  year  1890  her  attention  became 
attracted  to  the  needs  of  the  blind,  and  the 
foundation  of  this  work  was  laid.  From  1890 
until  1908  she  worked  for  both  causes.  By 
the  year  1908  the  work  for  the  blind  had  de- 
veloped to  such  an  extent  that  separation  from 
the  parent  institution  became  inevitable,  and, 
a  suitable  plot  of  land  having  been  secured  and 
the  necessary  buildings  erected,  the  work  was 
undertaken  as  a  separate  entity.  To  this  work 
Miss  Askwith  devoted  the  remaining  ten  years 
of  her  life  in  India  with  heart  and  soul. 
<*~ 
TRANSCRIPTION  OF  CORRES- 
PONDENCE FOR  THE  BLIND 
ATTENTION  has  recently  been  drawn  to 
the  fact  that  blind  people  and  their 
sighted  friends  are  handicapped  in  their  ex- 
change of  letters  by  the  difficulty  of  getting 
them  transcribed  into  Braille,  and  vice  versa. 
The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  is  pre- 
pared, as  an  experiment,  to  make  transcriptions 
of  suitable  matter  at  a  nominal  charge. 

The  Institute  also  undertakes  to  fix  Braille 
scales  on  knitting  machines,  typewriters,  etc. 

<*> 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  February  69  new  cases  came  under 
their  care  (47  men  and  22  women).  Gifts  to 
the  number  of  27  were  provided  at  a  cost  of 
£53  os.  6d.  The  amount  expended  in  training 
fees  was  £22  1 5s.  od.  ;  in  relief,  £344  16s.  9d.  ; 
and  in  relief  administered  by  branches, 
£91    10s.  id. 
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PERSONALITIES  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

HARRY   EDWIN    PLATT 


HE  career  of  teacher  of  music  would 
probably  suggest  to  most  of  us  a 
sort  of  humdrum  existence  in  which 
"  the  daily  round,  the  common 
task  "  would  assuredly  "  furnish 
all  we  need  to  ask  "  in  the  way  of 
irksome  duty,  and  afford  but 
little  else  beyond  plenty  of  "  room 
to  deny  oneself,"  a  privilege  so 
feelingly  referred  to  by  Keble. 
To  those  who  drift  into  music- 
teaching  as  they  would 
into  any  other  occupa- 
tion which  happened 
to  offer  first,  this 
experience  may  be 
common  enough ;  but 
to  those  who  distinctly 
hear  the  inward  "  call " 
to  teach,  and  respond 
with  a  whole-hearted 
"  Here  am  I,  send  me," 
the  whole  situation  is 
surely  transformed  ?  In 
the  case  of  the  "  born  " 
teacher,  just  as  with 
the  true  physician, 
there  is  the  constant 
interest  of  diagnosis, 
of  getting,  as  it  were, 
behind  the  mentality 
and  personality  of  pupil 
or  patient,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  of  "  pre- 
scribing "  just  that 
method  of  treatment 
which  seems  adapted  to 
the  individual  need. 
Without  this  intuitive 
perceptive  power, 
coupled  with  a  heart 
attuned  to  the  work  itself,  no  one  can  claim  to 
be  qualified  for  the  responsible  vocation  of 
either  physician  or  teacher  (certainly  not  in  the 
most  ethereal  of  all  the  arts — that  of  music) 
in  any  lofty  conception  of  the  term  "  vocation." 
That  there  are  such  heaven-sent  teachers 
amongst  those  responsible  for  the  education 
of  blind  musicians  in  this  country  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation,  and  pre-eminent  in  this 
goodly  company  is  one  to  whom  it  is  now  our 
privilege   to   offer   a   tribute  of  appreciation. 


Mr.  Harry  Edwin  Platt 


His  own  expressed  views  are  that  "  patience, 
tact,  and  the  power  of  making  oneself  be- 
loved "  are  the  foundations  upon  which  all 
true  teachers  must  build,  and  if  we  add  these 
qualifications  to  those  already  enumerated,  we 
shall  have  formed  a  fair  estimate  of  the  gifts 
of  mind  and  heart  which  have  produced  one 
of  the  most  genuinely  successful  teachers  of 
music  in  the  world  of  the  blind  to-day.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  Mr. 
Piatt's  activities  have  been  confined  to  the 
community  of  the  sight- 
less :  far  from  it !  He 
has  stepped  boldly  out 
and  taken  a  very  worthy 
place  amongst  his  fully- 
sighted  professional 
brethren  in  the  great 
city  of  Birmingham, 
in  addition  to  his 
special  duties  as  Direc- 
tor of  musical  studies 
at  the  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  Edg- 
baston,  while  for  many 
years  he  has  also  served 
on  the  Council  of  the 
Midland  Section  of  the 
Incorporated  Society  of 
Musicians. 

Born  at  Worcester  on 
August  29th,  1856,  he 
was  for  ten  years 
(1866-76)  a  pupil  at  the 
Birmingham  Institution 
and  made  such  progress 
that  during  his  later 
pupilage  (from  Octo- 
ber, 187 1, to  April,  1874) 
he  held  the  position  of 
organist  at  St.  Saviour's 
Church,  Hockley,  by  permission  of  the  school 
authorities,  only  resigning  on  account  of  a 
breakdown  in  health. 

In  those  days  the  senior  music-master  at  the 
School  was  Mr.  James  Stimpson,  well  known 
in  his  time  as  organist  at  Birmingham  Town 
Hall  (one  of  the  principal  municipal  appoint- 
ments of  its  kind),  an  excellent  musician  and 
one  of  the  greatest  executants  of  his  day. 

On  the  completion  of  his  studentship  in 
1876,    young    Piatt's    services    were   at    once 
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requisitioned  by  the  Institution  as  assistant 
music-master,  and  in  1902  he  was  promoted 
to  be  chief  assistant  ;  while  in  1913,  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Alfred  R.  Gaul,  Mus.  Bac. 
Cantab,  (composer  of  a  famous  "  Octave  "  of 
cantatas,  as  well  as  many  other  choral  works), 
he  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  Head  Music- 
master,  an  appointment  which  has  not  only 
been  justified  abundantly,  but  which  has  given 
Mr.  Piatt  a  status  which  he  has  used  to  the 
infinite  benefit  of  the  cause  of  music  wherever 
blind  students  have  been  concerned. 

In  schools  for  the  blind  it  is  often  found 
that  the  students  find  great  inspiration  in  the 
fact  that  their  studies  are  being  directed  by 
one  who,  as  a  blind  person,  has  successfully 
solved  so  many  of  the  problems  which  they 
find  themselves  up  against,  day  by  day,  while 
trying  to  learn  the  principles  of  their  difficult 
art.  Few  men  have  had  wider  experience  of 
the  difficulties  of  student  and  post-student 
days,  or  wrestled  with  them  more  resolutely 
and  triumphantly  than  the  Head  Music-master 
of  the  Birmingham  School. 

Three  years  after  assuming  his  full  duties  at 
Birmingham,  Mr.  Piatt  was  summoned  to  give 
technical  evidence  before  the  Departmental 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Government  to 
enquire  into  the  intricate  question  of  the  wel- 
fare of  the  blind.  He  was  closely  interrogated 
on  matters  affecting  the  training  and  employ- 
ment of  the  blind  in  the  vocation  of  music, 
including  incidental  occupations,  such  as 
pianoforte-tuning,  etc.  The  Chairman,  the 
late  Right  Hon.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  M.P.  (after- 
wards Lord  Downham)  paid  him  a  notable 
tribute  at  the  conclusion,  for  there  could  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  his  practical  know- 
ledge of  his  subject,  founded  as  it  was  upon 
many  years  of  personal  experience  and  keen 
observation.  Those  who  would  wish  to  trace 
the  conditions  under  which  blind  students 
and  musicians  have  worked  during  the  past 
fifty  years  should  carefully  peruse  the  official 
Report  published  by  His  Majesty's  Stationery 
Office  in  19 17,  in  which  this  evidence  is  given 
in  extenso. 

To  know  Mr.  Piatt  for  any  length  of  time  is 
to  realise  that  beneath  a  singularly  gentle  ex- 
terior there  lies  a  fixity  of  purpose  which  never 
falters  once  a  line  of  action — with  a  sufficiently 
worthy  object — has  been  determined  upon. 
An  early  manifestation  of  this  characteristic 
spirit  occurred  at  the  time  he  was  about  to 
leave  school  as  a  pupil.  The  possibility  of 
becoming  a  charge  upon  his  parents  until  he 


should  have  had  time  to  establish  himself  in 
his  profession  was  a  real  anxiety  to  him  as  a 
dutiful  son.  Consequently,  he  answered  every 
advertisement  he  could,  wherever  there  was  a 
vacancy  for  an  organist,  but  all  to  no  purpose, 
since  he  could  not  secure  a  hearing,  or  even  an 
interview.  In  an  instant  his  resolve  was  made  ! 
Henceforward,  wherever  distance  permitted, 
he  would  apply  in  person,  determined  not  to 
be  too  ready  to  take  a  rebuff  as  a  final  answer. 
One  day  (in  June,  1876)  he  heard  that  there 
was  a  vacancy  at  St.  John's  Church,  Stour- 
bridge, and  off  went  he.  Arriving  at  the  place 
he  marched  boldly  into  the  shop  kept  by  one 
of  the  churchwardens.  "  You  are  not  the  man 
for  us,"  at  once  said  Mr.  Churchwarden,  "we 
could  not  do  with  a  blind  man."  "  But," 
pleaded  the  candidate,  "  won't  you  hear  me 
play  ?  "  The  reply  would  have  disconcerted  a 
less  eager  youth  :  "  I  have  a  train  to  catch, 
and  cannot  wait."  But  not  so  our  young  friend ; 
for,  having  observed  that  there  was  a  piano  at 
his  elbow,  down  he  sat  without  further  parley, 
and  played  the  "  Hallelujah  Chorus "  to  the 
startled  Warden,  who,  to  his  credit  be  it  record- 
ed, recognised  that  here  was  a  young  man  of 
spirit  and  grit,  and  relenting,  he  wrote  a  brief 
note  to  the  Vicar.  A  few  hours  later  our 
aspirant  was  rewarded  by  being  offered  the 
post.  But  then  and  there  a  new  difficulty — ■ 
that  of  how  to  live — presented  itself !  The 
church  salary  of  £20  worked  out  at  about  8s. 
a  week,  while  expenditure  could  not  be  re- 
duced below  1 6s.  Fortunately,  a  little  tem- 
porary help  from  home  was  forthcoming 
(which  he  repaid  as  soon  as  possible),  and  he 
had  saved  some  £30  out  of  his  remuneration 
at  St.  Saviour's,  Hockley,  and  was  thus  able  to 
purchase  a  piano  and  so  tide  over  the  first  few 
anxious  months  until  pupils  began  to  come 
along.  From  this  precarious  foothold  he  steadily 
climbed  to  an  ultimate  success  so  complete 
that,  some  years  later,  his  teaching  engage- 
ments involved  some  80  lessons  a  week  and 
a  working  day  beginning  at  8  a.m.  and  exten- 
ding to  11  p.m.  with  45  minutes  for  lunch  and 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  tea  as  the  only  breaks. 
At  one  time,  in  addition  to  his  duties  at  the 
Birmingham  Institution,  he  also  taught  music 
at  Queen's  College  High  School  for  Girls, 
where  he  gave  from  24  to  30  lessons  weekly, 
and  at  Gravelly  Hill  High  School.  When  one 
adds  to  this  work  Sunday  duty  as  an  organist, 
together  with  church  choir  rehearsals,  one 
realises  that  nothing  but  a  strong  constitution 
and  a  will  of  iron  could  have  borne  such  a 
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strain,  one  which  represented  not  a  mere 
occasional  rush,  but  a  steadily  sustained  effort, 
day  after  day,  year  in,  year  out. 

In  1 88 1  he  married,  and  to  the  constant 
devotion  of  his  wife  and  the  inspiration  of  her 
loving  companionship  Mr.  Piatt  attributes  his 
continued  success.  His  home  life  has  been 
singularly  happy,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
one  of  his  sons  holds  the  responsible  position 
of  Supervisor  of  the  Home  Industries  Depart- 
ment of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Piatt  read  for  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music,  but  was  ulti- 
mately, by  sheer  over-pressure  of  tutorial 
work,  compelled  to  relinquish  the  coveted 
University  "  hall  mark."  He  consoled  him- 
self by  recognising  the  impossibility  of  the 
task  under  such  conditions,  being  fully  assured 
in  his  own  mind  that  his  first  duty  was  to  his 
family  and  his  pupils.  The  result  is  that  the 
reputation  of  the  Birmingham  Institution  has 
been  greatly  enhanced  by  reason  of  his 
devoted  labours.  Amongst  those  who  are  in 
a  position  to  judge  and  who  have  watched  the 
musical  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  various 
schools  for  the  blind,  the  Birmingham  School 
has  always  commanded  respectful  attention, 
while  its  standard  of  achievement  never  stood 
higher  than  it  does  to-day. 

One  characteristic  of  Mr.  Piatt's  method  as 
a  teacher  is  the  recognition  of  what  is  reason- 
able ■  to  expect  from  human  material. 
As  a  choir-trainer — to  give  an  instance — 
while  he  would  be  the  last  to  look  for  a 
Cathedral  standard  of  perfection  from  an 
average  village  choir,  yet  he  would  be  the  first 
to  insist  that  to  be  a  village  chorister  need  not 
necessarily  class  one  as  a  mere  yokel  with  the 
voice  and  musical  intelligence  of  a  corncrake  ! 

In  1890,  after  14  years  at  Stourbridge,  Mr. 
Piatt  was  appointed,  after  competition,  to  the 
Parish  Church  of  Erdington,  an  important 
suburbof  Birmingham,  where  hehas  done  splen- 
did work.  The  choir  consisted  of  some  forty 
to  fifty  voices,  including  half  a  dozen  ladies,  as 
well  as  about  two  dozen  boys  including  pro- 
bationers. "  Here,  it  will  be  seen,"  he  once 
whimsically  remarked,  "  I  had  all  the  elements 
of  trouble."  After  thirty  years  of  keen 
service,  during  which  he  made  himself  univer- 
sally respected  and  beloved,  he  retired  from 
the  position  as  organist  in  September,  1920, 
to  the  genuine  regret  of  everyone.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  routine,  cantatas  and  selections 
from  standard  oratorios  were  frequently  ren- 
dered, and  always  with  that  attention  to  detail 


and    excellence    of    performance    which    has 
marked  all  his  undertakings. 

Holy  Week  is  always  a  busy  time  with 
organists,  and  most  sighted  organists  would 
consider  it  a  serious  addition  to  the  work  and 
anxiety  of  the  period  to  be  called  upon  not  only 
to  add  two  cantatas  to  the  music  list,  but  to  play 
them  from  memory.  On  one  occasion  Mr.  Piatt 
thus  played  the  accompaniments  to  Spohr's 
"  The  Last  Judgment  "  on  Passion  Thursday, 
and  Stainer's  "  Crucifixion  "  on  Good  Friday, 
notwithstanding  all  the  other  music  for  the 
Easter  Festival. 

Further  to  this,  Mr.  Piatt  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  Council  at  Erdington  from  its 
foundation  until  he  left  the  parish,  and  was  for 
some  years  a  delegate  to  the  Diocesan 
Conference. 

The  "  Braille  Musical  Magazine "  (an 
official  monthly  journal  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute) was  originally  founded  at  Mr.  Piatt's 
suggestion,  with  the  object  of  bringing  blind 
musicians  into  touch  with  vital  happenings  in 
the  musical  world  generally,  and  he  is  still 
joint-editor  with  Mr.  William  Wolstenholme, 
Mus.  Bac,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O. 
This  journal  (the  first  number  of  which  was 
published  on  January  20th,  19 10)  will  always 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  its  founder,  a 
man  of  rare  foresight,  one  who  has  often  anti- 
cipated the  problems  of  the  future,  while 
grappling  intensively  with  those  of  the  day 
wherever  the  interests  and  well-being  of  blind 
musicians  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Piatt  has  always  laid  stress  on  the  value 
of  a  sound  practical  knowledge  of  pianoforte 
tuning  to  all  who  would  follow  music  as  a 
means  of  livelihood.  Apart  from  the  value  of 
such  training  to  the  finer  susceptibilities  of  the 
musician's  ear,  he  considers  it  should  be  an 
integral  part  of  the  equipment  of  most  pro- 
fessional blind  musicians,  especially  those  who 
teach  the  pianoforte.  He  frankly  admits  that 
until  his  own  teaching  work  absorbed  the 
whole  of  his  time,  he  himself  was  glad  to  be 
able  to  add  to  his  earnings  as  a  practical  tuner, 
and  he  considers  it  at  all  times  advisable  for  a 
blind  man  to  have  a  "  second  string  to  his  bow." 

In  1908,  at  the  International  Conference  on 
the  Blind  held  at  Manchester,  it  was  the 
writer's  privilege  to  be  called  upon  to  read  a 
short  paper  intended  to  "  lead  the  discussion  " 
upon  a  most  important  address  given  by  Mr. 
Piatt  on  the  subject  of  "  The  Musical  Training 
of  the  Blind."  As  far  as  music  was  concerned, 
this  was  indeed  an  epoch-making  Conference^ 
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The  first  examination  in  music  of  the  College 
of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  was  held  on  that 
occasion,  and  Mr.  Piatt  was  one  of  three  ex- 
aminers, representing  respectively  the  Birming- 
ham, Manchester  and  Liverpool  Institutions. 
From  that  date  one  seems  to  perceive  an 
awakening  to  life  and  action  after  a  long  period 
of  comparative  stagnation.  A  number  of  keen 
and  energetic  musicians  met,  all  engaged  in 
active  work  at  various  institutions  for  the 
blind  in  this  and  other  countries,  and,  as  "  iron 
sharpeneth  iron,"  so  the  ideas  and  ideals  of  one 
and  another  seemed  to  place  a  keener  edge  on 
whatever  enterprise  and  initiative  there  was, 
and  a  definite  forward  movement  began. 
Before  then  co-ordination  was  scarcely  Jl 
known  word  in  the  vocabulary  of  Directors  of 
Music  at  the  various  schools  :  consequently, 
whenever  one  of  these  happened  to  be  a  man 
of  ideas,  he  was  for  the  most  part  condemned 
to  plough  a  lonely  furrow.  Some  of  these  led 
to  nowhere ;  others  to  "  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new,"  which,  alas,  in  the  history  of 
Braille  Music  Notation  have  often  been  as  full 
of  pitfalls  as  a  veritable  field  of  Bannockburn ! 

Mr.  Piatt,  who  has  struggled  with  such 
sturdy  independence  to  his  unique  position, 
believes,  nevertheless,  that  the  rough  and 
thorny  road  could,  and  should,  be  considerably 
cleared,  and  that  it  need  not  be  the  trackless 
jungle  he  had  to  cut  his  way  through  half  a 
century  ago.  He  sees  the  blind  basket  and 
mat-maker,  for  instance,  leaving  the  school 
workshop  with  a  little  bursary  to  assist  in  the 
purchase  of  tools,  etc.,  while  the  blind  music 
student,  embarking  on  his  particular  life's 
work,  must,  perforce,  wait  until  fees  come  in 
before  he  can  do  anything  to  securely  establish 
himself  in  a  district.  Meanwhile,  his  whole 
future  may  be  adversely  affected  if  he,  as  a  pro- 
fessional man,  fails  to  maintain  a  contented 
and  prosperous  appearance,  such  being  the 
world  (or  the  parish)  as  he  finds  it.  A  grant 
from  his  Alma  Mater  might  save  him  from 
much  of  this  anxiety.  In  any  case,  an  immense 
mental  relief  would  be  conferred.  Surely  this 
is  not  to  be  pleaded  for  in  vain  ?  In  this  con- 
nection it  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Piatt 
took  a  very  active  part  in  founding  what  is 
known  as  the  "  Henry  Stainsby  Pension  Fund 
for  the  Blind  "  at  the  Birmingham  Institution 
— named  after  one  now  so  universally  known  as 
the  Secretary-General  of  the  National  Institute, 
and  who  for  many  years  was  Superintendent 
at  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Bir- 
,  mingham.     Indeed,  Mr.  Piatt  subscribed  the 


first  donation,  and  served  on  the  committee 
of  the  fund  until  it  was  merged  into  the 
"  After-Care,"  when  he  became,  and  still  re- 
mains, a  member  of  the  After-Care  Committee. 

To  turn  to  another  of  Mr.  Piatt's  many 
activities :  Braille  music,  as  practised  to-day, 
owes  much  to  his  long  and  varied  experience 
and  deep  erudition.  Mr.  Piatt  was  a  member 
of  the  Braille  Music  Revision  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  National  Institute  to  thorough- 
ly investigate  the  subject  of  Braille  Music 
Notation,  to  enquire  into  the  practice  of 
other  countries,  and  to  draw  up  a  new  "  Key  " 
to  the  system  which  should  be  authoritative 
and  as  consistent  with  the  best  European  and 
American  use  as  was  possible,  with — at  the 
same  time — the  special  object  of  promoting 
international  uniformity  of  use.  During  the 
ten  years  this  committee  sustained  its  research 
and  constructive  efforts,  Mr.  Piatt's  scholar- 
ship, clear  vision,  and  wise  counsels  were 
placed  unreservedly,  and  without  fee  or 
reward,  at  the  disposal  of  his  fellow  members 
and  the  National  Institute.  He  further  con- 
tributed a  special  chapter  to  the  1922  "Key" 
on  a  subject  he  had  made  peculiarly  his  own, 
showing,  by  an  ingenious  method,  how  to 
transcribe  Tonic-Solfa  into  Braille  music 
notation.  Mr.  Piatt  has  also  written  a  pamphlet 
on  this  subject,  which  is  published  in  the  Braille 
Catalogue  of  the  National  Institute. 

As  a  trainer  of  choirs  Mr.  Piatt's  skill  has 
frequently  been  acknowledged  by  eminent 
musicians  who  have  acted  as  adjudicators  at 
the  Midland  Competitive  Musical  Festivals. 
He  produces  a  singularly  refined  quality  of 
tone  from  his  choir  of  pupils  at  the  Royal 
Birmingham  Institution,  a  tone  which  has 
recently  been  very  aptly  described  by  an 
eminent  Press  critic  as  "  of  unearthly  beauty." 
Dr.  W.  G.  Whittaker,  of  Newcastle,  and  Mr. 
T.  F.  Dunhill,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Music, 
have  both  borne  public  testimony  to  the  refine- 
ment and  "  blend  "  of  the  voices  of  these 
juvenile  choristers,  together  with  their  pre- 
cision and  interpretative  power ;  and  year  after 
year  adjudicators  of  this  calibre  award  the 
highest  marks  +0  what  has  now  become  quite 
a  famous  prize  choir.  As  a  life-long  choir- 
master myself,  and  as  one  who  for  some  years 
had  similar  choral  work  to  do  at  the  Liverpool 
School  and  Church  for  the  Blind,  where  daily 
rehearsals  were  the  rule  and  the  conditions  as 
musically  ideal  as  possible,  I  would  like  to  bear 
my  own  testimony  to  the  admiration  I  always 
had  of  Mr.  Piatt's  genius  in  this  direction,  and 
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also  to  the  fact  that  the  description  of  the 
critic  was  neither  fanciful  nor  extravagant. 

Here,  then,  is  a  gifted  musician  in  whom 
lofty  idealism  and  sheer  business-like  method 
seem  to  meet  in  equal  proportions.  His 
choristers  and  pupils  must  sing  and  play,  if 
needs  be,  like  the  denizens  of  a  brighter 
world  ;  but  they  must  harbour  no  delusions 
about  the  conditions  of  their  life's  prospects 
on  this  inhospitable  planet,  nor  of  the  necessity 
of  as  wide  an  outlook  and  as  intensive  a 
training  as  possible,  to  fit  them  for  their 
chance  of  success.  "  Would  you  be  an  organist 
or  pianist  ?  " — one  can  almost  hear  him  say — 
"  Well  and  good,  but  don't  neglect  to  keep  up 
such  an  adjunct  as  your  tuning,  and  to  seize 
any  opportunity  of  getting  a  little  in  if  and 
when  things  are  slack  in  other  ways.  Would 
you,  again,  be  a  successful  choirmaster? 
Then,  come  and  listen  to  this  !  but,  at  the  same 
time,  remember  that  this  particular  choir 
rehearses  under  more  or  less  ideal  conditions, 
and  you  must  be  prepared  to  be  reasonable  with 
your  perhaps  less  favoured  body  of  choristers, 
if  they  cannot  attain  to  such  a  high  standard 
of  excellence.  Once  more  ;  remember 
that  variety  of  work,  especially  to  the  blind, 
gives  rest  and  adds  zest.  Don't  let  false  pride 
or  recklessness  cause  you  to  decline  work 
which  you  feel  you  could  conscientiously 
undertake — and  without  loss  of  self-respect — 
simply  because  it  does  not  happen  to  be  your 
chief  line.  If,  for  instance,  the  cinema  or  the 
ball-room  seem  likely  to  help  you  to  augment 
your  earnings  meanwhile,  take  what  the  gods 
send  you,  thankful  for  the  opportunity  of 
honest  work.  Later  on  your  connection  may 
develop  more  on  the  lines  you  could  wish,  as 
a  serious  musician,  but  ever  beware  that  repre- 
hensible spirit,  that  feckless  '  Micawberism  ' 
which  is  content  to  idly  wait  for  '  something 
to  turn  up,'  heedless  of  the  danger  in  the  mean- 
time of  bankruptcy  or  semi-starvation." 

One  cannot  close  this  brief  sketch  without 
acknowledging  the  inspiration  of  such  a  well- 
ordered  life.  We  have  seen  unfolded  before 
us  a  career  of  steadfast  purpose,  coupled  with 
a  gentle  nature  which  abhors  everything  that 
savours  of  self-advertisement  or  vulgar  methods 
of  the  "  limelight." 

A  mind  directed  at  all  times  by  sweet  reason- 
ableness and  sound  judgment;  a  heart  full  of 
sympathetic  recognition  of  human  limitations  ; 
a  soul  daily  and  hourly  quietly  manifesting  those 
shining  virtues  which  can  only  radiate  from  deep 
and  unaffected  piety:    these  are  the  qualities 


which  have  endeared  the  man  to  all  who  have 
come  into  contact  with  him,  and  which  have  also 
served  to  further  exalt  the  conception  of  what 
is  involved  in  embracing  the  calling  of  a 
teacher  of  music.  It  would  indeed  be  difficult 
to  find  a  nobler  exemplification  of  the  ideal 
teacher  than  that  which  has  been  furnished, 
and  is  still  being  demonstrated,  by  the  life 
and  labours  of  Harry  Edwin  Piatt. 

Edward  Watson. 

NATIONAL    LIBRARY    FOR    THE 
BLIND 

E.   W.    AUSTIN   MEMORIAL 

READING    COMPETITION 

IT  is  hoped  to  hold  the  sixth  meeting  of  the 
E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Reading  Compe- 
tition at  the  National  Library  during  May.  It 
will  be  on  a  Saturday,  probably  May  16th  or 
May  23  rd,  the  date  to  be  announced  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Unseen  passages  will  be  read,  and  prizes 
awarded  for  fluency  and  ease  of  diction,  as  in 
the  past. 

Intending  competitors  should  send  in  their 
names  to  the  Secretary,  18  Tufton  Street, 
Westminster,  S.W.i,  as  early  as  possible,  in 
order  that  detailed  arrangements  for  the  com- 
petition may  be  made. 

It  is  intended  to  divide  the  adult  competitors 
into  two  classes  : — 

(a)  Those  who  learnt  Braille  type  before 

the  age  of  16. 

(b)  Those  who  learnt  Braille   type  after 

the  age  of  16. 
(The    1924    Class    (b)    winner    to    be 
eligible  only  for  Class  (a)  this  year.) 

It  should  be  explained  that  the  standard  of 
reading  expected  in  this  class  is  not  so  high  as 
in  Class  (a).  No  contest  will  be  held  unless 
there  are  at  least  four  competitors. 

It  is  further  hoped,  should  there  be  sufficient 
entries,  to  inaugurate  a  new  event  for  the 
reading  of  French  Braille. 

Competitors,  when  sending  in  their  names, 
should  state  in  which  class  they  are  entering. 

Miss  F.  Buckton  and  Professor  B.  Macdonald 
have  consented  to  serve  on  the  Committee,  and 
the  Rev.  W.  G.  Lloyd,  as  first  prize  winner  in 
Class  (a)  in  1924,  will  serve  for  one  year. 

The  Committee  consist  of  :  Stuart  Johnson, 
Esq,,  Miss  F.  Buckton,  W.  H.  Dixon,  Esq., 
M.A.,  E.  Le  Breton  Martin,  Esq.,  H.  Royston, 
Esq.,  J.  M.  Rowley,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  W.  G. 
Lloyd,  Miss  D.  A.  Pain,  Miss  O.  I.  Prince, 
(Secretary). 
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NOTES    FROM   THE    INSTITUTIONS 


WE  learn  that  Mr.  A.  J.  Story  has  resigned 
'  his  position  as  headmaster  of  the  Blind 
and  Deaf  School,  Stoke-on-Trent,  on  his  ap- 
pointment as  Secretary  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Deaf  in  London.  Mr.  Story's 
service  in  the  interests  of  the  blind  and  deaf 
of  North  Staffordshire  have  covered  a  period 
of  28  years,  and  Mrs.  Story  has  for  many 
years  filled  the  position  of  matron  of  the 
Stoke-on-Trent  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S. 
Follwell  have  been  appointed  by  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board  to  succeed  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Story. 

Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind. — 
The  Committee  of  this  Institution  reports 
that  during  the  year  the  various  departments 
provided  education,  training,  employment  and 
after-care  for  572  blind  persons.  The  number 
of  elementary  pupils,  from  5  to  16  years  of  age, 
increased  from  103  to  121.  As  regards  the 
technical  trainees,  16  to  21  years  of  age,  the 
standard  of  attainment  has  increased  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  Thirty-five  pupils,  including 
hand  and  machine-knitters,  mat,  brush  and 
basket-makers,  piano-tuners,  boot  and  shoe- 
repairers,  and  one  shorthand-typist,  left  to  take 
up  their  various  branches  of  work.  Wages 
earned  by  131  employees  totalled  £4,486. 
The  sum  of  £3,890  was  paid  as  compensation 
for  blindness  and  £1,305  in  subsidies.  Sales 
to  the  value  of  £16,246  were  effected  during 
the  period  under  review.  Twenty-eight  home 
workers  were  paid  £106,  and  £266  in  augmen- 
tation. A  total  sum  of  £1,623  was  paid  to  the 
unemployable  and  necessitous  blind.  Ministry 
of  Health  grants  to  the  value  of  £2,953  were 
received,  and  amongst  other  grants  was  one 
of  £3,750  from  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  The  sum  of  £1,912  was  received  in 
legacies. 

«*» 

incorporated  association  for  promoting 
the  General  Welfare  of  the  Blind 
(Tottenham  Court  Road). — This  Association, 
which  is  now  in  the  71st  year  of  its  existence, 
reports  a  satisfactory  year's  work.  Although 
the  industries  carried  on  in  its  workshops  have 
suffered  generally  by  trade  depression,  it  is 
gratifying  to  learn  that  goods  made  by  the 
blind,  namely,  brushes,  baskets,  bedding,  etc., 
continue  to  be  purchased  by  large  contractors 


and  local  authorities,  and  that  the  total  value 
of  sales  effected  during  the  period  under  review 
was  £30,161.  Payments  to  the  blind  exceeded 
the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous  year, 
reaching  the  total  of  £16,973.  The  allocation 
from 'the  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind, 
of  which  this  Association  is  a  member,  was 
£2,031.  Subscriptions,  donations  and  col- 
lections totalled  £13,691,  and  the  sum  of 
£1,300  was  received  in  legacies. 

In  the  brush  department  28  men  and  19 
women  are  at  present  employed  ;  in  the 
basket  department  there  are  32  basket-makers 
and  in  the  workshops  19  chair-caners,  while 
15  men  and  8  women  are  employed  in  the 
bedding  department. 

The  Association  reports  with  regret  the 
resignation  of  Captain  Harry  Willans,  Sec- 
retary and  General  Manager,  and  announces 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  C.  F.  Besch,  M.C., 
as  his  successor. 

«*» 

Schools  for  the  Blind,  Pallamcottah. 
A  good  year's  work  has  been  accomplished 
at  these  schools,  of  which  the  organisation,  dis- 
cipline and  tone  are  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 
All  subjects  are  taught  in  as  interesting  a 
manner  as  possible,  and  the  sense  of  touch  is 
carefully  cultivated.  Physical  exercise  is  at- 
tended to,  and  there  is  a  troop  of  boy  scouts. 
In  the  Industrial  Department  cane-weaving, 
which  was  inaugurated  last  year,  has  proved 
satisfactory,  and  fine  grass  mat-weaving  is  now 
undertaken.  At  the  Government  Technical 
Examination,  held  last  year  at  Nazareth,  nine 
pupils  out  of  twelve  were  successful,  five 
passing  in  the  First  Division.  This  result  is 
eminently  satisfactory,  as  the  examination  con- 
stitutes a  searching  test  of  knowledge. 

A  supplementary  grant  of  Rs.250  has  been 
received  from  the  Department  of  Industries, 
besides  a  further  grant  of  the  same  amount 
towards  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Con- 
ference of  the  Blind,  held  in  Bombay  in 
January,  1923.  Many  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  and  looms  and  workers 
have  never  been  idle. 


Sighted  and  Hearing  Resident  Teacher  required 
for  teaching  blind-deaf  girls.  State  salary  required  and 
technical  experience.  Matron,  British  Home  for  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Women,  Lower  Clapton, 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

A  PULP  CANE  WASTE-PAPER  BASKET  AND  A   SHOPPING  BASKET 


R.  OKEY,  author  of  "  The  Art  of 
Basket-making  "  (Pitman),  holds 
that  the  left  thumb  is  the  most  im- 
portant member  of  the  basket- 
maker's  body,  and  this  applies  as 
much  to  pulp  cane  work  as  to  any 
other  branch  of  the  craft.  Failure 
to  press  each  stroke  into  position 
with  the  left  thumb  is  one  of  the 
main  causes  of  bad  work.  The  left 
forefinger    should    be    inside    the 

work,  the  weaving  cane  being  held  between 

the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  right  hand, 

and   caught   and   brought   round   behind   the 

stake   to    the 

front  with  the 

right   second 

finger. 

For    most 

baskets     a 

sloping  work 

board      is 

necessary, 

and  for  pulp 

cane   work 

one  that  rests 

on  the   table 

is  most  suit- 
able.       This 

may     consist 

of  a  piece  of 

deal,    1 8   ins. 

long,   9    ins. 

wide,    and   | 

in.  thick,  with 

a  piece  4  ins. 

long  fixed  at 

right    angles 

to   one    end. 

After  the  first  round  of  upsetting,  the  work  is 

pinned  to  the  board  with  a  fine  bradawl.    For 

tapping   the   work    close   and   level,    a   small 

basket-maker's  iron  will  be  found  useful,  and 

this  completes    the  necessary    equipment   for 

round  or  oval  work. 

A  Waste-paper  Basket.  Materials:  8  bottom 

sticks  of  No.   10  cane,  7  ins.  long;    31  stakes 

of  No.   8,  20  ins.  long;   one  hank  of  No.  2; 

some  No.  4 ;  some  wrapping  cane,  or  flat  pulp 

cane  (for  siding).   Pierce  four  of  the  sticks  and 

thread   the    other    four    through    them.      Go 

round    three    times    with    the    No.    2    before 


A  Shopping  Basket  and  a  Pulp  Cane  Waste-Paper  Basket 


opening  out,  and  finish  pairing  bottom  with 
No.  4,  this  size  being  used  also  for  the  up- 
setting and  top  waling.  When  bottom  is  6  ins. 
in  diameter,  cut  off  sticks  close,  and  push  the 
sharpened  end  of  a  stake  into  the  bottom  on 
either  side  of  each  stick,  leaving  out  one  stake 
to  make  an  odd  number.  Kink  stakes  sharply 
up  and  enclose  them  in  a  6  in.  hoop.  After  five 
rounds  of  upsetting,  the  siding,  which  is  a  form 
of  rib-randing,  is  worked  by  carrying  the  flat 
cane  in  front  of  two  stakes  and  behind  the  next 
two,  continuing  in  this  way  till  basket  is  7  ins. 
deep  and  7  ins.  in  diameter.  Four  rounds  of 
waling   are  now  put  on  and  a  four-pair  plait 

border.  To 
begin  this 
b  o  r  d  e  r 
double  four 
stakes,  lay  a 
piece  of  cane 
in  each  of 
the  three 
spaces  be- 
tween  them, 
and  bring 
down  the 
first  three 
pairs  to  the 
front.  Carry 
the  left-hand 
pair  over  the 
other  two 
pairs,  making 
it  pass  under 
the  second 
and  third 
pegs,  in  front 
of  the  fourth 
pair  and  to 
the  inside,  bringing  the  fourth  pair  down 
over  it  to  the  front.  Take  the  second  pair 
over  the  third  and  fourth  pairs,  in  front  of 
the  first  single  stake,  and  to  the  inside,  bringing 
the  stake  down  over  it  to  the  front.  Next 
bring  the  left-hand  pair  from  the  inside  to  the 
front,  so  that  it  lies  side  by  side  and  to  the  right 
of  the  single  stake.  The  right-hand  cane  of 
the  three  is  now  finished  with,  and  the  border 
continued  by  taking  the  left-hand  pair  from 
the  front  to  the  inside,  bringing  the  stake  down 
over  it,  and  the  pair  from  the  inside  out  to  the 
front  by  the  side  of  the  stake.     The  border  is 
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completed  by  removing  the  pegs  and  drawing 
off  the  last  set  of  pairs. 

A  Shopping  Basket.  Materials  :  8  bottom 
sticks  of  No.  10  cane,  6  ins.  long  ;  29  stakes  of 
No.  8  cane,  20  ins.  long  ;  and  two  stakes  of 
No.  10  cane,  29  ins.  long  ;  one  hank  of  No.  2  ; 
some  No.  4  for  pairing,  upsetting,  randing,  and 
waling  ;  a  length  of  enamelled  cane  (or  straw 
plait,  rush  plait,  raffia  plait,  or  seagrass)  ;  a 
piece  of  4/8  mm.  "  palembang  "  or  "  short 
nature"  cane,  18  ins.  long,  for  handle  bow;  a 
length  of  wrapping  cane  for  handle.  Make 
bottom  5  ins.  in  diameter,  stake  up,  inserting 
the  No.  10  stakes  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
basket,  and  put  on  four  rounds  of  upsetting, 
curving  the  stakes  outward.  Rand  to  a  depth 
of  2\  ins.,  put  on  two  rounds  of  waling,  two 
rounds  of  enamelled  cane,  and  two  more 
rounds  of  waling.  The  basket  will  now  have 
curved  out  to  about  7^  ins.  in  diameter,  and 
will  come  in  to  7  ins.  at  top.  Continue  randing 
till  basket  is  5  ins.  deep,  put  on  two  rounds  of 
waling,  and  insert  a  piece  of  No.  8  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  each  of  the  No.  10  canes, 
the  latter  being  used  for  the  handle.  The 
border  is  a  track,  with  ends  formed  into  a 
three-pair  plait.  In  the  track  each  stake  passes 
in  front  of  the  next,  behind  the  next,  in 
front  of  the  next,  behind  the  next,  and  the 
end  is  left  to  the  front  to  form  the  plait.  For 
the  handle,  insert  bow  with  an  end  to  the  left 
of  each  of  the  No.  10  canes,  and  take  each  of 
the  latter  over  by  its  side,  pushing  their  ends 
down  into  basket.  Push  the  end  of  the 
wrapping  cane  down  on  inside  of  bow  and 
wrap  twelve  times  closely  round  it,  keeping 
the  No.  10  canes  in  position  on  either  side; 
insert  two  pieces  of  enamelled  cane  between 
bow  and  wrapping,  and  continue  wrapping, 
passing  four  times  over  the  "  leaders  "  and 
twice  under  them,  till  corresponding  point  at 
opposite  side  is  reached.  Finish  with  plain 
wrapping  and  fasten  off  end  by  working  it  two 
strokes  along  the  randing. 

This  basket  may  be  simplified  by  :  (1) 
making  the  sides  less  curved  or  quite  straight  ; 
(2)  substituting  one  of  the  borders  previously 
given  ;  (3)  omitting  the  No.  10  canes  and 
substituting  a  plain  handle  as  described  for 
child's  shopping  basket,  using  No.  6  cane.  In 
making  larger  baskets,  willow  bottom  sticks 
may  be  used,  and  the  sides  stiffened  by  willow 
"  liners  "  at  the  side  of  each  stake. 

A.  G.  K. 


REVIEWS    OF 
BOOKS    AND   PAMPHLETS 

"THE    BLIND    IN    INDUSTRY"* 

Fifty  Years  of  Work  and  Wages 

UNDER  the  above  title  a  book  has  been 
published  which  may  be  highly  recom- 
mended to  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
economic  problems  which  affect  the  blind 
worker.  Its  author,  who  is  blind,  is  well 
known  in  the  world  of  the  blind.  He  has 
brought  to  his  task  a  fund  of  knowledge 
which  is  the  result  of  many  years'  labour  and 
reflection,  and  the  accuracy  of  the  information 
which  he  places  before  us  can  be  vouched  for. 
Mr.  Purse  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Arts,  a  member  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of 
the  Blind,  and  a  member  of  the  Central  Advi- 
sory Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 
He  edits  "  The  Tribune,"  a  popular  Braille 
magazine,  and  is  Hon.  General  Secretary  of 
the  National  Union  of  the  Professional  and 
Industrial  Blind.  Last  but  not  least,  he  con- 
ducts the  important  After-Care  work  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Much  of  the  subject-matter  contained  in  this 
volume  was  originally  published  in  "  The 
Beacon  "  in  the  form  of  separate  articles.  A 
number  of  alterations  have  now  been  effected 
and  a  certain  amount  of  pruning  has  taken 
place.  This,  we  venture  to  assert,  has  greatly 
improved  the  matter,  and — read  consecutively 
in  book  form — the  true  value  of  the  work  can 
be  appreciated  to  a  far  greater  extent. 

The  first  chapters  deal  with  the  evolution  of 
philanthropy  from  the  time  when  the  care  of 
the  blind  was  in  the  hands  of  religious  com- 
munities, down  to  the  slowly-dawning  realisa- 
tion that  sightless  persons  could  be  effectively 
employed  in  certain  Industries — a  principle 
which  did  not  gain  general  recognition  prior 
to  the  year  1870,  when  the  inception  of  the 
industrial  era  may  be  said  to  have  been  in- 
augurated. In  the  following  section  we  find 
a  detailed  list  of  the  principal  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  in  the  United  Kingdom  with  the 
dates  of  their  foundation.  The  volume  of 
trade  effected  in  certain  of  these  Institutions 
and  the  wages  paid  to  blind  workers  at  con- 
secutive periods  are  examined,  and  valuable 
statistical  information  offered.  Indeed,  much 
of  the  value  of  the  whole  work  lies  in  the 
statistical  evidence  which  the  author  presents 
to  his  readers  at  every  stage  of  the  story  which 
he  has  to  tell.     Let  us  take,  for  example,  the 
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chapter  dealing  with  the  employment  of  blind 
women  in  Institutions.  Here  a  period  of  12 
years — 191 2  to  1924 — is  brought  under  con- 
sideration, with  an  account  of  the  numbers  of 
blind  women  employed  in  various  selected 
Institutions  during  that  time.  The  gradual 
increase  of  such  employment  is  shown,  and 
constitutes  a  cause  for  congratulation  to  all 
concerned.  The  following  paragraph,  selected 
at  random,  illustrates  the  author's  methods  : — 

"In  191 2  the  London  Association  for  the 
Blind  employed  two  women  on  round  machine 
knitting.  In  1924  the  number  employed  was 
63,  and  in  addition  there  were  18  pupils  in  the 
knitting  department,  7  basket  makers  and  14 
pupils,  2  weavers,  one  telephone  operator  and 
two  typists — making  in  all  75  in  addition  to 
the  apprentices.  In  respect  of  wages,  9 
knitters  earned  over  £1  per  week,  20  between 
30/-  and  40/-,  10  between  25/-  and  30/-,  15 
between  20/-  and  25/-,  and  six  under  20/-;  the 
weavers  were  paid  on  a  set  wage  of  30/-  per 
week.  The  telephone  operator  and  typists 
received  a  sum  of  £z  per  week.  At  present 
there  are  107  workers  and  apprentices,  where- 
as in  191 2  there  were  only  two." 

In  like  manner  Mr.  Purse  traces  the  de- 
velopment of  the  employment  and  remunera- 
tion of  blind  workers  in  all  their  various 
occupations.  His  examination  of  their  pro- 
ductive capacity  forms  one  of  the  most 
important  sections  of  the  work,  and  his 
criticism  of  the  present  conditions  and  recom- 
mendations as  to  a  future  line  of  conduct  are 
both  practical  and  concise.  In  the  final 
chapter  he  outlines  a  practical  scheme  by 
which  the  after-care  of  blind  students  should 
be  effected. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  brief  review 
without  a  word  of  congratulation  regarding 
the  admirably-selected  and  apt  quotations 
which  appear  at  the  beginning  of  each  chapter. 
Each  one  of  these  forms  a  delightful  intro- 
duction to  the  particular  matter  under  dis- 
cussion, and  lends  a  graceful  touch  to  a  work 
which  no  student  of  the  blind  in  industry  can 
afford  to  ignore. 

*  The  Blind  in  Industry  :  Fifty  Years  of  Work  and  Wages, 
by  Ben  Purse.  Obtainable  from  the  Secretary  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Blind,  39  Stock  Orchard  Crescent,  Holloway, 
London,  N.  7,  or  from  the  Sales  Depot,  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.l  ; 
price  4/-. 


BOARD    OF    EDUCATION 

Special  Services  Regulation,   1925 

THE  Board  of  Education  have  decided 
that  the  time  has  come  to  embody  in 
a  single  set  of  Regulations  the  requirements 
which  have  hitherto  been  contained  in  their 
various  Regulations  relating  to  the  Special 
Services  of  Elementary  and  Higher  Education. 
They  have  accordingly  prepared  Draft  (Special 
Services)  Regulations,  1925,  Grant  Regulations 
No.  19,  which  will  take  the  place  of  the  fol- 
lowing Regulations  : — 

The    Regulations    for    Nursery    Schools, 

Grant  Regulations  No.  6. 
The  Board  of  Education  (Healthy  Phy- 
sical   and    Mental    Development    of 
Children,  Elementary  Education)  Regu- 
lations, Grant  Regulations  No.  19. 
The  Board  of  Education  (Higher  Educa- 
tion, Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment) 
Regulations,  Grant  Regulations  No.  20. 
The    Board   of  Education    (Training    of 
Blind,  etc.,  Students,  Higher  Education) 
Regulations,  Grant  Regulations  No.  21. 
As  we  are  about  to  go  to  Press,  we  propose 
to  give  the  gist  of  these  Regulations  in  our 
next  issue.     The  pamphlet  is  obtainable  from 
H.M.     Stationery     Office,     Adastral     House, 
Kingsway,  London,  W.C.2,  and  other  branches 
or  through  any  bookseller,  price  jd. 

A  UNIQUE  SERVICE 

A  SERVICE  which  was  described  by 
members  of  the  audience  as  "  unique  " 
was  held  at  the  Preston  Park,  Brighton, 
Wesleyan  Church,  on  Sunday,  March  1st, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Preston  Park  Brother- 
hood. Mr.  James  Saunders,  L.R.A.M., 
A.R.C.O.,  a  former  pupil  of  the  Brighton 
School  for  Blind  Boys  and  of  the  Royal 
Normal  College,  gave  an  organ  recital  which 
included  a  Fantasia  and  Fugue  by  Bach,  and 
works  by  Watling,  Uttling,  Ireland  and  Grieg. 
Miss  Florence  Houchin,  L.R.A.M.,  sang 
"  There  is  a  Green  Hill  "  and  "  The  Silver 
Chord  "  ;  and  Messrs  Welfare,  Eyre,  Saunders 
and  Tompkins  delighted  the  audience  with 
their  rendering  of  "  I  heard  the  Voice "  and 
"  Jesus  stands  among  us." 

During  the  service  Mr.  C.  Cashman,  one  of 
the  blind  organisers  of  the  S.E.  Branch  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  delivered  a 
short  address  on  the  work  of  the  Institute. 

All  those  who  took  part  in  -the  service, 
organist,  vocalists  and  speaker,  are  blind. 
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NOTES   FROM    BRANCH 
SECRETARIES 

North-Eastern  Branch. — A  highly  suc- 
cessful Whist  Drive  and  Fancy  Dress  Ball 
were  held  in  the  Parish  Hall,  Chatton,  last  month 
in  aid  of  the.  Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind  Babies. 
Both  events  attracted  a  considerable  number 
of  guests.  Ninety-six  players  took  part  in  the 
whist  drive,  which  resulted  in  an  interesting 
and  closely-contested  game,  and  the  number 
and  variety  of  the  fancy  costumes  excited  the 
admiration  of  all  beholders.  Prizes  were 
awarded  for  the  highest  scores  obtained  in  the 
whist  drive  and  for  the  best  fancy  dresses.  Mr. 
J.  Wrigglesworth,  North-Eastern  Branch  Sec- 
retary, and  his  staff,  who  worked  so  whole- 
heartedly to  make  this  annual  event  a  success, 
are  to  be  cordially  congratulated  on  the  results 
achieved. 

*  *  * 

South-Eastern  Branch. — Under  distin- 
guished patronage,  a  successful  ball  was 
held  on  February  20th  at  the  Royal  Pavilion, 
Brighton,  in  aid  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  Dancing  took  place  in  the  banquet- 
ing room,  the  music  room  and  the  rotunda, 
whilst  refreshments  were  served  in  the  south 
and  north  drawing  rooms,  and  supper  in  the 
King's  apartments. 

The  tastefulness  with  which  the  rooms  were 
decorated  added  to  the  gaiety  of  the  scene,  in 
which  ordinary  evening  dress  was  interspersed 
with  pink  hunting  coats  and  handsome  fancy 
costumes.  Prizes  for  the  best  fancy  dresses 
were  presented  by  the  Mayoresses  of  Brighton 
and  Hove,  the  first  ladies'  prize  being  awarded 
to  Miss  Mowatt,  daughter  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Mowatt,  Hon.  Treasurer,  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind.  As  Queen  Anne  of  Austria 
Miss  Mowatt  wore  her  jewelled  crown  right 
regally,  and  the  black  velvet  embroidered  with 
swans  and  lilies  became  her  admirably. 

The  entire  arrangements  for  the  ball  were 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Gutteridge,  Sec- 
retary of  the  South-Eastern  Branch  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

**> 

GREATER  LONDON  FUND  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

FEBRUARY  has  been  a  busy  month  in 
preparation  for  "  Geranium  Day."  Con- 
certs have  been  given  at  Grays,  Kensington 
Chapel,  Bexley  Heath,  East  Ham,  Church  End, 


Finchley,  Sidcup,  Manor  Park,  and  Bermond- 
sey,  at  all  of  which  appeals  for  workers  on 
"  Geranium  Day  "  have  been  made. 

Regimental  dances  have  been  held  at 
Plumstead,  and  by  the  12th  Battalion  City  of 
London  Regiment  in  their  drill  hall  in  Totten- 
ham Court  Road. 

Several  successful  meetings,  resulting  in  the 
formation  of  new  Circles  of  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind,"  have  also  taken  place  during  the 
month.  At  Kingston  on  February  5  th  the 
chair  was  taken  by  the  Mayor,  who  was  ac- 
companied by  the  Mayoress,  and  supported  by 
a  number  of  the  councillors  and  the  leading 
clergy.  Letters  of  regret  were  received  from 
Lord  Ashcombe  (Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
County),  Mr.  F.  G.  Penny,  M.P.,  and  Com- 
mander Louis  Greig,  who  were  not  able  to  be 
present,  but  sent  their  good  wishes  for  the 
success  of  the  effort.  In  addition  to  blind 
artistes,  the  pupils  of  Miss  Renee  Kelly  con- 
tributed to  the  programme,  as  did  Miss  Peggie 
Robb  Smith,  L.R.A.M.  (Elocution). 

The  Vicar  of  Staines  (the  Rev.  J.  R.  James) 
interested  himself  in  arranging  a  pre-Lenten 
meeting  there  for  a  similar  purpose  on  Feb- 
ruary 24th.  The  town  hall  was  well  filled,  and 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Commander  Sir 
Edward  Nicholl,  R.N.R.  During  the  very 
successful  meeting  the  chairman  announced 
that  he  would  double  the  amount  collected  ; 
but,  after  the  excellent  programme  provided 
by  blind  artistes,  he  very  generously  more  than 
trebled  the  amount  collected  by  contributing 
a  cheque  of  £37  odd,  making  the  total  collec- 
tion £50.  Miss  Peggie  Robb  Smith  and  her 
friends  performed  once  more  their  charming 
sketch,  "  The  Maker  of  Dreams." 

On  the  27th  the  Mayor  of  Stoke  Newington 
(Councillor  Miss  C.  M.  Eve,  J. P.)  called  a 
meeting  at  the  Library  Hall,  when  she  was 
supported  by  Mr.  G.  W.  H.  Jones,  M.P.,  Sir 
John  Baddeley,  Bart.,  J. P.,  Lady  Baddeley  and 
other  prominent  people.  Local  artistes,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Miles  Mole,  provided  a 
most  excellent  entertainment. 

The  speaker  at  these  meetings,  as  at  the 
concerts,  was  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece,  who  also 
represented  the  Fund  at  the  whist  drive 
arranged  by  the  Hornsey  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce on  February  19th. 
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A   MEMORABLE  GATHERING 

ON  Tuesday,  March  the  17th,  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  staff  of  the  Greater 
London  Fund  for  the  Blind  were  entertained  in 
the  restaurant  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  by  the  Greater  London  Advisory  Com- 
mittee and  the  Council  of  the  Institute.  About 
130  persons  were  present,  and  the  gathering 
was  presided  over  by  Captain  Towse,  V.C, 
C.B.E.,  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

After  a  substantial  meal  had  been  served  the 
King  was  proposed  by  the  Chairman,  and  a 
further  toast,  the  Greater  London  Fund  for 
the  Blind,  coupled  with  the  names  of  Messrs. 
Preece  and  Williams,  the  joint  Secretaries,  was 
proposed  by  Captain  Towse.  In  a  neat,  effec- 
tive little  speech  the  Chairman  of  the  Institute 
urged  upon  the  members  of  the  staff  the  im- 
perative necessity  of  loyalty  to  each  other,  and 
courtesy  to  all  with  whom  they  came  into  con- 
tact during  their  business  relationships.  The 
highest  compliment,  said  Captain  Towse, 
which  your  patrons  can  bestow  upon  you  and 
the  organisations  with  which  you  are  associa- 
ted, is  to  look  forward  with  appreciation  and 
interest  to  your  visits.  Such  visits,  he  believed, 
would  invariably  be  welcomed,  if  those  en- 
trusted with  the  fortunate  work  were  courteous 
and  kind  when  carrying  out  their  official  duties. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Preece,  responding,  delighted  the 
audience  with  a  number  of  his  pointed  and 
inimitable  stories.  He  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  appreciation  of  the  invaluable 
services  rendered  by  Captain  Towse  to  the 
Greater  London  Fund,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  others  with  time  and  means  at  their  dis- 
posal would  rally  to  the  assistance  of  the  Fund. 
Mr.  Elliot  Williams  contributed  a  useful  and 
practical  speech,  ably  seconding  the  efforts  of 
his  colleague.  During  the  evening,  a  commu- 
nication from  Major  Atthill,  the  Social  Sec- 
retary of  the  Fund,  was  read.  Unfortunately, 
the  Major  has  been  laid  aside  for  a  considerable 
period  by  a  very  severe  illness.  His  indomi- 
table spirit,  however,  and  his  kindly  nature, 
express  themselves  in  the  communication 
which  is  quoted  below  : — 
My  dear  Preece, 

As  you  will  be  attending  the  staff  re- 
union to-morrow  evening,  I  shall  be  glad 
if  you  will  convey  to  all  those  present  my 
cordial  greetings  and  my  best  wishes  for 
a  happy  time.  I  wish  I  could  have  been 
with  them  again,  but  I  shall,  as  the  hours 
pass,  picture  the  animated  scene,  the  songs 


and  the  speeches,  the  jokes,  the  laughter 
and  applause,  as  I  remember  it  a  year  ago. 

I  hope  there  will  be  nothing  of  sadness 
to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  evening  in  any 
reference  which  may  be  made  to  the  cause 
of  my  absence.  There  is  a  bright  side  to 
everything,  and  though  Fate  has  dealt  me 
some  hard  blows,  I  have  had  compensa- 
tion in  the  extreme  generosity  and  kind- 
ness which  have  been  shown  to  me  by 
everybody,  and  in  the  many  letters  and 
messages  of  sympathy  I  have  received 
from  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
associated  during  the  past  five  years. 

Let  me,  therefore,  be  glad  that,  in 
cricket  parlance,  my  wicket  is  still  intact, 
and  that  I  am  not  disheartened  by  the 
knowledge  that  sooner  or  later  I  shall  be 
bowled  out. 

I  have  had  a  good  innings,  and,  even 
if  I  do  not  add  to  my  score,  I  hope  when 
at  length  it  comes  to  an  end,  my  friends 
will  be  able  to  say  "  Well  played." 

With  kind  regards  to  them  all, 
Yours  most  sincerely, 

A.    W.    M.    ATTHILL. 

The  large  company  subsequently  adjourned 
to  the  Armitage  Hall,  where  a  delightful 
musical  programme  was  rendered.  The 
artistes  were  as  follows  :  Miss  Belle  Modiano, 
Miss  Mabel  Parham,  Messrs.  G.  Belcher, 
Frank  Falkus,  Adolph  Fowler,  Wilden  Knight, 
Sinclair  Logan,  Jock  Marrison,  J.  Rushton 
Odell,  W.  E.  Turner,  and  Thomas  Watson. 

Later  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  Mr.  F.  C.  Bailey,  under  whose  able  direc- 
tion the  arrangements  were  carried  out,  to 
Mrs.  Pittham  and  her  staff,  and  also  to  Mr. 
Wilden  Knight  and  the  other  artistes  for  the 
organisation  of  the  musical  programme. 

A    BLIND    RHODES    SCHOLAR 

A  STRIKING  record  of  success,  in  spite 
of  the  handicap  of  blindness,  is  observed 
in  the  career  of  Mr.  Donald  J.  McDougall,  who 
has  been  awarded  a  special  Rhodes  Scholarship 
to  cover  two  years  at  Oxford. 

Mr.  McDougall  was  blinded  by  a  bullet 
wound  at  Ypres  in  191 6  while  serving  with 
the  Princess  Patricia's  Canadian  Light  Infantry, 
and  entered  St.  Dunstan's,  where  he  received 
preliminary  instruction  in  the  career  of  mas- 
sage. He  then  trained  for  one  year  at  the 
School  of  Massage,  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and  qualified  in  December,  19 17,  when 
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he  passed  with  distinction  the  massage  exami- 
nation of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Trained 
Masseuses  (now  the  Chartered  Society  of 
Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics).  Early  in 
1 91 8  he  became  an  Assistant  Instructor  at  the 
National  Institute  School  of  Massage,  in  order 
to  gain  experience  before  proceeding  to  his 
first  appointment  as  massage  instructor  at  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Pearson  Hall, 
Toronto. 

In  1922,  while  conducting  a  successful 
private  massage  establishment,  he  attended  a 
course  of  study  at  Toronto  University.    In  the 


spring  examinations  held  at  the  close  of  his 
first  year's  study,  he  held  the  position  of  first 
in  his  class,  with  five  first-class  honours  and 
one  second-class  honour.  At  the  end  of  his 
second  year's  study,  in  1924,  he  was  again 
head  of  his  class  and  the  recipient  of  all  the 
first-class  honours,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that 
he  will  receive  his  degree  of  B.A.  at  the  end 
of  the  spring  term. 

It  is  expected  that  Mr.  McDougall  will  pro- 
ceed to  England  shortly  after  midsummer, 
in  order  to  take  up  his  Rhodes  Scholar- 
ship. 


MOON  BOOKS 

Subject   to    a   reduction   of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  resident   in  the  British  Isles,  and 
one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


2272     "  The  Anglo-Saxon,"  by  W.  D.  Steele,  1  vol. 

2274     "  He  that  Hideth  His  Secret,"  by  W.  D.  Steele,  1  vol. 

2277     "  The  Man  Who  Sat,"  by  W.  D.  Steele,  1  vol. 


RECENT  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  NATIONAL  LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 


FICTION. 

Ainsworth,  W.  H.     Windsor  Castle 
Barnes-Grundy,  M.     Patricia  Plays  a  Part 
Beresf  ord,  J.  D.     Candidate  for  Truth 
Bindloss,  H.     Delilah  of  the  Snows 
Chapman,  C.  H.  Murray.     Dragons  at  Home 
Diver,  Maud.     Lonely  Furrow 
"  Eliot,  George."     Scenes  of  Clerical  Life 
Farnol,  J.     Broad  Highway 
Gunter,  A.  C.     Mr.  Potter  of  Texas 
Hergesheimer,  J.     Bright  Shawl 
Lucas,  E.  V.     Advisory  Ben 
Merrick,  L.     Conrad  in  Quest  of  his  Youth 
Maxwell,  W.  B.     Day's  Journey 
Moult,  T.     Snow  over  Eldon 
Oliphant,  Mrs.     Kirsteen  .  . 
*Oppenheim,  E.  P.     Passionate  Quest 
Orczy,  Baroness.     Lord  Tony's  Wife 
Perrin,  Alice.     The  Mound 
Reed,  T.  B.    Adventures  of  a  Three  Guinea  Watch 
Ruck,  B.     Sweet  Stranger 
fStacpoole,  H.  de  V.     Monsieur  de  Rochefort 
Weyman,  Stanley.     Shrewsbury 
Rathbone,  C.  K.     Darkened  Windows    .  . 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Beazley,  G.  R.     Prince  Henry  the  Navigator — 

1394-1460  

Carus,  P.     Gospel  of  Buddha  according  to  Old 

Records 
Cellini,  Benvenuto.     Memoirs 

"  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  " 
Collins,  W.  Lucas.     Life  and  Works  of  Livy 

Life  and  Works  of  Lucian  .  . 
Life  and  Works  of  Zenophon 
Copleston,  R.  S.    Life  and  Works  of  iEschylus 
Courtney,  W.  L.     Rosemary's  Letter  Book 
Drake,  F.  W.     Wondrous  Passion 
Froude,  J.  A.    Short  Studies  on  Great  Subjects.  . 
Green,  Rev.  P.     Personal  Religion  and  Public 

Righteousness       . .  . .  . . 

tHandbook   for   Home    Teachers    (Published    by 

College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind) 
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3  vols. 

3  vols. 

5  vols. 

4  vols. 
7  vols. 
4  vols. 
9  vols. 
4  vols. 
4  vols. 
4  vols. 
3  vols. 

6  vols. 
3  vols. 


4  vols. 

2  vols. 
9  vols. 

2  vols. 
2  vols. 
2  vols. 
2  vols. 

4  vols. 
2  vols. 

5  vols. 

2  vols, 
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Howard-Bury,  C.  K.     Mount  Everest,  1921       .  .  6  vols. 

Laughton,  J.  Knox.     Nelson         .  .          . .          . .  4  vols. 

Loon,  H.  W.  van.  Golden  Book  of  Dutch  Navi- 
gators        . .          . .          .  .          . .          .  .          .  .  3  vols. 

McGiffert,  A.  C.     History  of  Christianity  in  the 

Apostolic  Age       .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          . .  9  vols. 

Milne,  A.  A.     When  we  were  very  Young           . .  1  vol. 

Pennyman,  Rev.  W.  G.     Collapse  of  Convention  2  vols. 

Rawlinson,  G.     Phoenicia  .  .          .  .          .  .          . .  5  vols. 

Reeve,  H.     Life  and  Works  of  Petrarch              . .  2  vols. 

Wickstead,  P.  H.     Six  Sermons  of  Dante           .  .  1  vol. 

GRADE   I. 

Hyde,  L.  S.     Favourite  Greek  Myths      . .          . .  3  vols. 

FOREIGN. 

Choix  de  Vere  (Ronsard-Prudhomme)      . .          . .  3  vols. 

*D'Annunzio,  G.     LTntrus — translated  from  the 

Italian  by  G.  Herelle       . .          . .          .  .          . .  4  vols. 

*Fabre,  J.  H.    Souvenirs  entomologiques,  I,  II,  III  12  vols. 
*Le  Due  de  la  Force.     Lauzun  :    un  courtesan  du 

grand  roi   . .          .  .          .  .          . .          . .          . .  3  vols. 

"Lenotre,  G.    Vielles  maisons,  vieux  papiers,  Serie 

4  and  5      . .          . .          . .          . .          . .          .  .  6  vols. 

*Ossendowski,  F.     Betes,  hommes  et  dieux          . .  3  vols. 

Recueil  de  Poesies  Modernes          . .          . .          . .  1  vol. 

ESPERANTO. 

Dorosevic,  V.     Orientaj  Fabeloj   . .          .  .          . .  2  vols. 

Hauff,  W.     Almonzulino  de  la  "  Pont  des  Arts  "  3  vols. 

Poe,  E.  A.     Ses  Noveloj     .  .          . .          . .          .  .  2  vols. 

Shakespeare,  W.     Rego  Lear        . .          . .          . .  3  vols. 

*  Presented  by  the  Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund, 

t  Presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


WANTED :  Certificated  Teacher  (man  or  woman) 
for  Main  Institution.  Salary  in  accordance  with  the  new 
Burnham  Scale.  Previous  experience  in  teaching  the 
blind  not  essential,  but  desirable.  Applications,  by  25th 
April,  to  Secretary,  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 
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Progress. — St.  Paul's  Old  and  New — Wireless  for  the  Blind, 
V — Handbook  for  Home  Teachers — Poems:  ''The  Sky- 
lark" and  '"The  Robin's  Reproach" — Intellect  Sharpeners 
— Garden  Notes — National  Library  for  the  Blind — Corres- 
pondence Column — Matters  of  the  Moment — Advertise- 
ments— Our  Prize  Competitions — Doing  without  the  Sun — 
A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question  Box — French  Page — 
The  Quest  (Fiction).  Insets  :  Chess  Supplement  ;  Home 
Occupations  for  the  Blind  :  A  Charming  Jumper ; 
Christmas  Carols,  etc.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad. 
5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal  — Copyright  Law  and  the  Public 
— A  Book  of  the  Moment — The  Bull  of  Altamira — The 
Problem  of  Opium — The  Riff  Army  :  Its  methods  and  its 
Cause — National  Library  for  the  Blind — Massage  Library, 
N.I.B. — The  Dome  of  St.  Paul's — The  Humming  Top 
(Poem) — Cross-Word   Puzzles — Dr.   Moffatt's  Translation 

•  of  the  Old  Testament.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Studies  in  Pianoforte  Interpre- 
tation— On  the  Choral  Preludes  of  Bach — Performing 
Rights — Notes  and  News  Concerning  the  Blind — Musical 
Successes — An  Organist  and  an  Emergency — Special 
Notice.  Insets  :  Piano  :  "  Minstrels,"  by  Debussy  ; 
Organ  :  Choral  Prelude  on  "  Christc,  Redemptor  Omnium," 
by  Parry.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Lite  a  Thousand 
Years  Hence  (My  Magazine) — Battles  in  the  Darkness 
(John  o'  London's  Weekly) — The  Tale  of  Tom  Turtle 
(Little  Folks)— How  to  Get  On  (The  Scout)— Do  you 
Know  ? — Told  in  Playtime — Prize  Competition — Cross- 
Word  Puzzle  No.  1 — Glossary  of  Difficult  Words — What 
Animals  Say.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  3s.  6d. 
per  annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — Our  Wonderfid  World — Six  Daughters  of 
Japan — Leopold  Prinz  and  his  Birds — The  King  behind 
the  King  (Chapters  XIV-XVI),  by  Warwick  Deeping — A 
Tiger  Adventure — The  Rising  Sap — A  Garden  goes  to  the 
Jungle — Thought  for  the  Month — "  Punch  "  Corner — 
Blue  Butterflies  from  Brazil — Dog-Team  Dash — A  Flea 
that  will  be  Famous.  (Subscription  :  Is.  8d.  per  copy, 
post  free.) 


The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Extract  from  "  The  Blind  in  Industry  " — The  Tides — 
Cross-Word  Puzzle,  No.  3 — Snails,  Socialism  and  "  Silver 
Birch" — The  Poet's  Corner — Obituary  Notice:  Mr.  John 
Keir — Advertisements  and  General  Notices — Favourite 
Quotations — Items  of  Interest.  Literary  Supplement  : 
"  Eversly  To-day "  (Continued)  —  Some  Interesting 
Biographical  Notes.  Music  Supplement:  F'avourite  Easter 
Hymns,  by  Paul  Preston  ;  Piano  :  "  Soldiers'  Chorus," 
by  Richards.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Light  Bringer — From  the  Braille  Room — Our  New 
Pamphlet — Karma  again — "  I  did  it  without  Thinking  " — 
A  Study  in  Consciousness,  II  (Chapters  I-II),  bv  Mrs. 
Besant — The  Brotherhood  of  Religion — The  Realm  of 
Delight,  by  Alice  Baird  —  Thought  Transference 
—  Thought  —  Power  and  its  Effects,  by  Ernest 
Wood — "  Paroptic  "  Perception,  by  I.  de  Manziarly — 
Extracts. 


The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription :  8s.  Sd.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon  Magazine. — A  Near  Thing — The  Voice 
in  the  Street — That  'Flu  — Why  Glasgow? — Our 
Mixed  Language — Better  than  Wheat — Herring  Harvest — 
Home-Wrecking  Birds — Words  that  make  us  Wonder. 
(Subscription:  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 


SUNDERLAND     AND     DURHAM     COUNTY     ROYAL 
INSTITUTE    FOR    THE    BLIND 

23-24  Yilliers  Street,  Sunderland. 
Blind  Persons  Act.  1920. 
Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of  Home  Teacher, 
male  or  female,  blind  or  sighted,  holding  the  Certificate 
of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  (Home  Teaching 
Section).  Salary,  £156  per  annum.  The  appointment  to 
be  terminable  by  one  month's  notice.  Applications,  with 
copies  of  three  recent  testimonials,  to  reach  the  Secretary 
at  the  above  address  not  later  than  the  14th  April,  1925. 


Home  Teacher  required  for  the  County  of  Nottingham. 
Salary,  /3  per  week.  Apply  with  two  recent  testimonials 
and  stating  qualifications  to  Secretary,  Royal  Midland 
Institution  for  the   Blind,  Nottingham. 

SUNSHINE  HOUSE,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 
Home  kor  Blind  Babies. 
Kindergarten  Teacher  required  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  transfer  of  the  present  teacher  to  Sunshine 
House,  Leamington  Spa,  shortly  to  be  opened.  Montessori 
and/or  Froebel  qualifications.  Nursery  school  experience. 
Music,  especially  aural  training  methods.  Applv  with 
references,  stating  salary  required  (non-resident).  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street.  W.l. 
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EMBOSSED 

Physical  Map  of  England  and  Wales 


Size  :  22  ins.  by  18  ins. 

Weight  of  map:  About  2  lbs. 

Weight  of  map  in  case :  About  5  lbs. 


THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  has  a  stock  of  these  new  and 
improved  maps  of  England  and  Wales  only.  The  cost  of  producing  these  maps  is 
us.  6d.  each,  but  in  view  of  their  great  value  to  all  educational  establishments  for  the  blind 
it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  very  generous  discount  to  purchasers.  A  limited  number 
of  maps  are  now  ready  for  sale  at 

3/-    NETT.       Postage  or  Carriage  extra. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  map  is  in  very  bold  relief,  and  shows  the  principal 
towns,   rivers,    mountain   ranges,  etc.,  together   with   latitude    and    longitude   measurements. 
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MUSIC 

The    prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles,  and  to   a  reduction  of  one-half 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church 
6419     "  All  ye  who  weep  "  (Anthem  for  six  voices),  by  Gounod  (Vertical  score) 

Let  their  Celestial  Concerts  all  unite  "  (Chorus  from  "  Samson  "),  by  Handel  (Vertical  score) 


three-quarters 
for  the   blind 


6420 
C 
6421 
6422 
6423 
6424 
6425 


Organ — 

56  Short  Choral  Preludes  (Little  Book  for  the  Organ),  by  Bach,  Peters  Ed.,  Vol 
Finale  in  B  flat,  by  Cesar  Franck,  (Bar  by  bar) 
12  Short  Preludes,  by  Alan  Gray  (Bar  by  bar) 
Choral  Prelude  on  "  Melcombe,"  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar) 
Overture  in  C  ("  In  Memoriam  "),  by  Sullivan  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 


5  (Bar  by  bar) 


6426  "  Borrowed  Melodies,"  Book  I  (Scottish  Folk-Tunes),  by  Ernest  Austin  (Bar  by  bar) 

6427  "  King  Arthur's  Knights  "  (Nine  Miniatures),  by  Leslie  Fry  (Bar  by  bar) 

6428  "  Liebestraum,"  Nocturne,  by  Liszt  (Bar  by  bar) 

6429  "  La  Coquette,"  Valse  Impromptu,  by  Nellie  Owen  (Bar  by  bar) 

6430  "  Pensee  Musicale  "  (A  Thought),  by  Landon  Ronald  (Bar  by  bar) 

6431  "  Caprice  in  E  "  (Paganini),  by  Schumann  (Bar  by  bar) 

6432  "  II  moto  continuo,"  from  Sonata,  Op.  24,  by  Weber  (Bar  by  bar) 

6433  Four  Short  Pieces,  by  W.  G.  Whittaker  (Bar  by  bar) 
Dance — 

6434  "  Baghdad,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  byM.  Ager  (Bar  by  bar) 

6435  "  Sometime,"  Waltz-Song,  by  R.  Friml  (Bar  by  bar) 

6436  "  Sahara,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar) 
Songs — 

6437  "  Covent  Garden,"  by  Armstrong  Gibbs  (D,  Compass  D  to  F'),  pocket  size 

6438  "  Immortality  "  (with  Organ  Obligato),  by  Hermann  Liihr  (G,  Compass  C  sharp  to  F'),  pocket  size 

6439  "  O  God,  have  mercy  "  (Bass  Aria  from  "  St.  Paul  "),  by  Mendelssohn  (B  minor,  Compass  B  to  D') 

6440  "  Passing  by,"  by  E.  C.  Purcell  (G,  Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6441  "  Colours  "  (Unison  Song),  by  Evelyn  Sharp,  pocket  size 

6442  "  The  Monkey's  Carol,"  by  Stanford  (B  minor,  Compass  B  to  E') 
644?,  "  Mother  o'  Mine,"  by  F.  E.  Tours  (D,  Compass  E  to  F') 

Four-Part  Songs — 

6444  "  Sweet  and  Low,"  by  Barnby  (Open  and  Vertical  scores).  . 

6445  "  (),  hush  thee,  my  babie,"  by  Sullivan  (Open  and  Vertical  scores) 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two- 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blin 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Fiction — 

6297  The  Mirror  of  the  Sea,  by  Joseph  Conrad,  1  vol. 

6298  do.  do.  1  vol.      .  . 

6302  Black  Magic,  by  Marjorie  Bowen,  1  vol 

6303  do.  do.  lvol 

6304  do.  do.  lvol 

6308  The  Skeleton  Key,  by  Bernard  Capes,  1  vol. 

6309  do.  do.  lvol. 
Musical  Handbook — 

6285  Opera  Synopses,  by  McSpadden,  1  vol. 

6286  do.  do.  1  vol 

MOON  BOOKS 

Subject    to    a    reduction    of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  resident   in  the  British  Isles,  and 
one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

2279-85     The  Amateur  Gentleman,  by  J.  Farnol,  vols.  1-7,  per  vol.        .  .  , 16     0 
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DICKENS    AND    DR.    HOWE 

The  following  paper  was  written  by  Mr.  Edivard  E.  Allen,  director  of  the  Perkins  Institution 

and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Hind,  and  ivas  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Boston  Branch  of  the 

Dickens  Yellow  ship  at  the  Parker  House,  Boston,  on  March  ind,  1925. 


ICKENS  many  people  think  of  not 
so  much  as  a  novelist  as  of  a  great 
emancipator  of  shackled  childhood, 
and  Dr.  Howe  as  emancipator  of  the 
handicapped — 

"  The  Cadmus  of  the  blind, 
Giving  the  dumb  lip  language, 
The  idiot  clay  a  mind." 
Being  practical  reformers,  they  had 
that  in  common  which  brought 
them  together  a  few  times  in 
sympathetic  and  effective  relation.  The  story 
of  their  meetings  and  the  results  of  these  to 
blind  people  is  my  theme. 

Before  the  time  of  which  I  am  going  to 
speak  it  was  both  usual  and  legal  to  classify 
with  idiots  any  person  whose  mind  could  not 
be  reached.  Between  the  years  1837  and  1840, 
however,  Dr.  Howe  had  brought  the  soul  of 
the  child,  Laura  Bridgman,  out  of  its  double 
prison-house  of  blindness  and  deafness,  and  so 
not  only  shattered  the  apparent  necessity  of 
such  classification,  but  strengthened  and  ex- 
tended our  faith  in  the  potentialities  of 
humanity.  Published  accounts  of  this  unique 
achievement  had  been  read  far  and  wide,  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad,  and  Dr.  Howe  had 
waked  up  one  morning  to  find  himself  famous. 
It  is  just  the  sort  of  thing  that  would  enthral 
Dickens.  At  any  rate,  during  his  first  visit  to 
Boston  he  went  to  Perkins  Institution  in 
company  with  Charles  Sumner,  who  was  a 
trustee  of  it.    Laura's  teacher-companion  thus 


wrote  in  her  diary  under  January  29th,  1842  : 
"  To-day  Laura  had  the  honour  of  a  call  from 
Charles  Dickens.  His  great  interest  in  her 
caused  him  to  remain  for  several  hours.  She 
was  animated  in  conversation,  and  I  think  he 
received  a  very  correct  impression."  Indeed  he 
did  ;  for  in  his  account  of  her  in  his  "American 
Notes  "  he  not  only  gives  page  after  page  de- 
scribing the  process  of  her  education,  but  pays 
this  tribute  to  her  teacher  : — 

"  The  name  of  her  great  benefactor  and 
friend  is  Dr.  Howe.  There  are  not  many 
persons,  I  hope  and  believe,  who,  after 
reading  these  passages,  can  ever  hear  that 
name  with  indifference." 

Hughes,  in  his  "Dickens  as  an  Educator," 
says  : 

"  No  other  American  touched  his  heart  and 
won  his  reverence  quite  so  thoroughly  as  Dr. 
Howe,  of  Boston,  who  will  undoubtedly  be 
recognised  as  one  of  the  greatest  men  yet 
produced  by  American  civilisation  when  men 
are  tested  by  their  purposes  and  by  their 
unselfish  work  for  humanity  in  hitherto 
untrodden  paths." 

Within  three  years  after  Dickens'  return  to 
England  he  wrote  his  "  Cricket  on  the  Hearth," 
in  which  blind  Bertha  was  drawn  "  to  arouse 
interest  in  blind  children." 

The  second  meeting  of  these  two  men 
occurred  the  very  next  year  in  London. 
Dickens  had  Dr.  Howe  more  than  once  home 
to   dinner,   and  he  took  him  to  visit  work- 
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houses,  a  prison  where  the  treadmill  was  still 
in  use,  and  secured  him  safe  escort  down  into 
the  thieves'  quarter  of  the  city.  Mrs.  Howe 
wrote  in  a  letter  that  in  London  the  Doctor 
was  "  a  first-class  lion." 

The  third  meeting  of  which  we  have  record 
occurred  in  Boston  again  in  1868.  It  was 
then  that  Dr.  Howe  wrote  Dickens  the  letter 
from  which  I  shall  now  quote  at  length : — 

"  My  dear  Sir, — Lend  me  your  heart  for  a 
moment.  More  than  half  a  century  ago  the 
happy  device  of  tangible  letters  promised 
material  relief  to  that  numerous  class  of  every 
generation  who  suffer  under  the  sore  infirmity 
of  blindness.  That  promise  has  never  yet 
been  fully  realised 

"  In  this  country  there  are  twenty-three 
institutions  in  all  of  which  the  blind  are  taught 

to    read But,    alas  !     their    reading 

books   are   as  yet  very  few  in  number 

'  Paradise  Lost '  is  really  the  only  book  we 
have  of  literary  character  which  the  blind 
call  for. 

"  Now  they  want  something  to  gladden 
their  hearts.  They  have  had  lugubrious  food 
enough  ;  they  want  happier  views  of  this  life. 
They  want  some  books  which  will  give 
pleasure  and  joy  in  their  dark  chambers. 
Books  which  set  forth  the  truth  that  God  has 
made  the  great  staple  of  enjoyment  so  to 
abound  in  all  possible  conditions  of  humanity, 
that  those  who  will  be  virtuous  and  kind  can 
get  a  share  of  it,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  and 
infirmities. 

"  Your  books  do  this,  and  I  want  the  blind 
to  have  one  of  them  at  their  fingers'  ends.  I 
want,  however,  for  several  reasons,  that  you 
yourself  should  place  one  there.  First,  for  the 
lasting  pleasure  it  will  give  them  ;  second,  for 
the  effect  it  would  surely  have  of  inducing 
others  to  follow  your  example. 

"  This  is  the  auspicious  moment  to  do  it, 
because  now  the  blind  want  books  ;  and  the 
public  ear  is  yours.  Your  star  is  at  its  zenith, 
and  your  example  will  be  followed. 

"  Think  of  this,  my  dear  Sir  ;  and  if  pos- 
sible make  the  blind  of  this  country  happy 
and  grateful  by  leaving  them  at  least  the 
'  Christmas  Carol '  in  such  shape  as  will  keep 
them  in  close,  grateful  relations  with  its 
author,  whether  he  be  in  this  world  or  another. 
"  Faithfully, 
"S.  G.  Howe." 

Mr.  Dickens,  after  making  some  enquiries 
about  the  cost  of  embossing  books  for  the 
blind,  concluded  to  have  the  "  Old  Curiosity 


Shop  "  printed  in  raised  letters,  and  made  a 
generous  contribution  for  this  purpose,  ac- 
companied by  the  following  note  : — 

"  Monday,  Eighteenth  May,  1868. 

"  Dear  Dr.  Howe, — If  you  will  apply  per- 
sonally to  Mr.  J.  S.  Amory,  of  Boston,  that 
gentleman  (as  agent  to  my  bankers,  Messrs. 
Coutts  &  Co.,  Strand,  London)  will  pay  you 
seventeen  hundred  dollars.  This  sum,  in 
accordance  with  your  estimate,  I  place  at  your 
disposal  for  the  production  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  copies  of  the  '  Old  Curiosity  Shop,' 
printed  in  raised  letters  for  the  use  of  the  blind. 
Kindly  use  your  own  discretion  concerning  it, 
and  you  will  please  me. 

"  Faithfully  yours,  Charles  Dickens." 

Dr.  Howe's  reply  to  this  kind  note  was  as 
follows  : — 

"  My  dear  Mr.  Dickens, — I  received  your 
welcome  letter  just  as  I  was  leaving  town. 

"  I  have  no  words  adequate  to  express  my 
feelings  of  gratitude  for  your  generous  con- 
tribution to  our  printing  fund  for  the  blind. 

"  It  will  not  only  lighten  and  cheer  thousands 
of  that  unfortunate  class  by  putting  at  their 
fingers'  ends  one  of  the  best  books  ever 
written,  but  it  will,  I  am  sure,  be  the  means  of 
procuring  for  them  many  others. 

"Faithfully  and  gratefully  yours, 

"Samuel  G.  Howe." 

Dr.  Howe  wrote  again  to  Mr.  Dickens 
suggesting  to  him  a  plan  for  the  distribution 
of  the  "  Old  Curiosity  Shop  "  among  the  blind 
of  this  country,  which  the  latter  approved  in 
the  following  words  : — 

"Tuesday,  Twenty-third  June,  1868. 

"  My  dear  Dr.  Howe, — I  write  this  brief 
reply  to  your  most  welcome  letter  of  the  7th 
in  order  that  you  may  be  quite  sure  of  my 
active  concurrence  in  your  scheme  for  the 
distribution  of  the  books.  You  have  read  my 
wishes  correctly,  and  I  could  not  be  better 
satisfied  than  I  am.  Believe  me  always, 
"  Very  faithfully  yours, 

"Charles  Dickens." 

In  his  annual  report  for  the  year  1868  Dr. 
Howe  speaks  thus  of  the  "  Old  Curiosity 
Shop  "  and  of  Mr.  Dickens'  munificent  gift  : 

" The  most  important  work  is  an  edition 

of  the  '  Old  Curiosity  Shop,'  which  is  nearly 
through  the  Press.  All  readers  of  the  English 
language  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Charles  Dickens 
for  this  touching  and  instructive  story  ;  be- 
cause in  it,  as  in  all  his  works,  he  strengthens 
the  hearts  and  hopes  of  the  lowly  and  unfor- 
tunate, by  showing  that  virtue  may  blossom 
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and  bring  forth  the  best  fruits  of  human 
existence  under  the  most  adverse  circum- 
stances. But  the  blind  in  particular  will  be 
indebted  to  his  generosity  for  a  special  effort 
to  lighten  and  cheer  their  darkness  by  putting 
it  at  their  fingers'  ends.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  example  of  Mr.  Dickens  may  attract  the 
attention  of  the  rich  and  benevolent,  and  be 
the  means  of  increasing  to  a  respectable  size 
the  library  of  the  blind." 

The  book  was  finished  and  distributed 
during  the  year  1869,  and  in  his  next  annual 
report  Dr.  Howe  refers  to  it  in  the  following 
words  :  "  .  .  .  .  During  the  year  that  charming 
and  humanising  work  of  fancy,  the  '  Old 
Curiosity  Shop,'  has  been  printed  at  our  Press 
at  the  expense  of  the  author.  It  was  a  beautiful 
gift.  It  gave  great  pleasure  and  enjoyment  to 
our  large  household  of  blind  persons.  The 
pupils  read  it  with  eager  delight,  and,  I 
believe,  with  profit  also  to  themselves.  Copies 
were  sent  to  the  other  State  Institutions  and 
to  the  homes  of  blind  persons  all  over  the 
country.  It  was  everywhere  received  with  joy 
and  thankfulness.  In  the  schools  the  pupils 
contended  for  the  first  reading.  In  many 
lowly  houses,  scattered  over  the  country,  a 
blind  man  or  woman,  who  had  read  and  re- 
read a  score  of  times  all  the  embossed  books 
in  use,  stretched  out  their  hands  with  joy  to 
receive  this  new  gift,  which  for  awhile  turned 
their  darkness  into  light,  and  their  solitude 
into  society.  I  have  received  many  letters  from 
blind  persons  which  express  their  gratitude 
for  the  gift.  One  of  them,  after  expressing  his 
gratitude,  says  thoughtfully  :  "  The  '  Old 
Curiosity  Shop  '  will  show  to  blind  children 
an  example  of  patience  and  fortitude  which 
they  cannot  easily  forget.  Many  of  them  will 
have  through  life  ample  opportunity  for  the 
exercise  of  Little  Nell's  virtues.'  " 

Most  of  the  editions  for  New  England  con- 
sumption have  long  been  worn  out  and  thrown 
away.  A  few  precious  copies  still  remain, 
however,  and  out  of  one  of  these  a  present-day 
pupil  will  read.  From  this  you  will  perceive 
that  Dr.  Howe's  old  line  type  is  still  read  by 
some,  though  now  practically  superseded  by 
Braille,  an  arbitrary  letter  composed  of  points 
or  dots  and  therefore  specially  tangible. 
Moreover,  Braille  is  tangibly  writable,  which 
line  type  is  not. 

If  you  ask  why  Dr.  Howe  did  not  print  in 
the  Braille,  the  answer  is  that  since  it  is  possible 
for  blind  pupils  to  read  the  raised  Roman 
letter,  why  provide  them  with  a  system  which 


differs  from  that  of  their  friends  and  in  so  far 
separates  and  classifies  the  blind  as  a  group  apart? 
Blind  people  love  the  Dickens'  stories,  and 
occasionally  ask  for  favourite  passages  to 
drive  away  the  blues.  Once  when  a  wealthy 
man  was  asked  to  contribute  the  cost  of 
printing  "Great  Expectations"  in  Braille, 
his  caller  said,  "  If  you  will  do  this,  the  good 
deed  will  pave  your  way  straight  to  Heaven." 
Needless  to  say  the  rich  man  capitulated. 

Dickens'  stories  which  have  since  appeared 
are  "  A  Christmas  Carol,"  "  The  Cricket  on 
the  Hearth,"  "  David  Copperfield,"  "  Nicholas 
Nickleby,"  "  Oliver  Twist,"  and  "  A  Tale  of 
Two  Cities."     The  pupils  of  our  school  have 
at  their  fingers'  ends  also  a  short  sketch  of 
Charles    Dickens   in   which    the   above-given 
correspondence  between  him  and  Dr.  Howe 
appears  in  full,  in  order  that  they  may  always 
know  and  understand  his  genuine  interest  in 
all  those  who  sit  in  darkness. 
[It  is  significant  that  the  admirers  of  Dickens 
still  evince  the  greatest  interest  in  the  blind. 
The   Dickens   Fellowship,   largely   through 
the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Matz,  editor  of 
"  The  Dickensian,"  raised  sufficient  money 
to  provide  the  plates  for  a  Braille  edition  of 
all   his   works.     The  Fellowship  also  pur- 
chased   and    partly    endowed    the    Charles 
Dickens    Home   for   Blinded    Soldiers    and 
Sailors,  St.  Leonard's-on-Sea.    As  this  Home 
is    now    no    longer    required    for    blinded 
soldiers  and  sailors,  it  reverts  to  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  will  be  used  as  a 
Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home  to  accom- 
modate  some    50   visitors.      The   property 
consists  of  a  very  beautiful  house,  originally 
known  as  "  Bannow,"  designed  by  the  well- 
known   architect,   Mr.    Norman   Shaw.      It 
stands  in  its  own  grounds  in  an  elevated 
position  at  St.  Leonard's,  and,  flooded  with 
air  and  sunshine,  is  a  beautiful  memorial  to 
the  great  man  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
article. — Editor.] 

-*- 
AUGMENTATION  WAGES  IN    BRADFORD 

BY  means  of  a  scheme  which  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Bradford  City  Council, 
blind  workers  in  that  city  are  to  receive  an 
augmentation  wage  of  £\  per  week,  subject  to 
certain  deductions  in  cases  where  earnings  ex- 
ceed £1  per  week.  This  arrangement  results 
in  a  minimum  of  not  less  than  £2  per  week. 
A  blind  worker  who  earns  30/-  will  have  a 
minimum  of  £2  8s.  4d.,  and  one  who  earns 
40/-  will  receive  £2   15s.  iod.  per  week. 


THE   BEACON 


CONFERENCE  OF  THE  EASTERN 

COUNTIES'  ASSOCIATION  FOR 

THE  BLIND 

A  CONFERENCE  of  Local  Authorities, 
Secretaries  and  Home  Teachers  was 
held  at  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind, 
Westminster,  on  March  4th  and  5  th,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Pearce,  D.D., 
Chairman  of  the  Eastern  Counties'  Association. 

On  the  opening  day,  after  the  Chairman's 
welcoming  speech,  an  address  was  given  by 
the  Rt.  Hon.  G.  H.  Roberts,  who  outlined  in 
brief  the  work  of  the  National  Advisory 
Committee — work  which  may  be  summed  up 
in  the  speaker's  own  words  as  "  that  of 
equipping  the  blinded  person  with  the  facility 
of  earning,  and  as  far  as  possible  occupying  a 
position  in  industry  and  commerce  side  by 
side  with  his  more  fortunate  brethren."  Mr. 
W.  H.  Bennett  then  read  a  paper  on  "  Home 
Teaching — Its  Value  and  Importance,"  in 
which  he  laid  stress  on  the  spirit  in  which  this 
work  should  be  undertaken  and  the  necessity 
of  finding  ever  new  and  helpful  methods  of 
procedure.  He  said  that  it  was  necessary  that 
home  teachers  should  be  provided  with  the 
very  best  and  most  up-to-date  equipment,  and 
he  urged  those  present  to  inspect  the  admirable 
exhibit  of  equipment  which  had  been  provided 
by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  He 
advocated  the  occasional  meeting  together  of 
home  teachers  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
topics  of  common  interest — a  practice  which 
prevailed  at  some  of  the  institutions  and 
societies. 

This  address  was  followed  by  a  discussion 
which  included  subjects  such  as  the  organi- 
sation of  a  social  centre,  the  formation  of  rural 
centres  for  teaching  blind  people  simple  forms 
of  home  occupations,  free  travelling  for  the 
blind,  etc.,  etc.  In  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings the  Chairman  drew  the  attention  of 
the  Conference  to  two  recently  published 
handbooks  :  "  The  Blind  in  Industry  :  Fifty 
Years  of  Work  and  Wages,"  by  Ben  Purse, 
and  a  "  Handbook  for  Home  Teachers  of  the 
Blind,"  published  by  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 

Mr.  McGregor  said  that  in  1919,  when  the 
Ministry  of  Health  first  inaugurated  the  pay- 
ment of  grants  to  the  blind,  there  were  104 
known  home  teachers  in  the  country.  To-day 
there  were  346,  and  no  service  had  expanded 
comparably.  Fifty-nine  per  cent,  of  all  the 
blind  and  65  per  cent,  of  those  over  16  were 


unemployable.  The  Advisory  Committee  had 
established  the  examination  for  home  teachers 
and  had  done  a  great  deal  to  raise  their  status, 
qualifications  and  salaries.  Undoubtedly  the 
happiness  of  the  majority  of  the  blind  people 
in  the  country  depended  on  an  efficient  Home 
Teaching  service,  and  anything  further  the 
Ministry  of  Health  could  do  in  this  direction 
would  be  done  very  readily. 

There  followed  a  discussion  on  the  subject 
of  establishing  a  Home  and  Hostel  for  the 
Blind  in  Bedfordshire,  Cambridgeshire  and 
Huntingdonshire,  the  conclusion  being  finally 
arrived  at  that  a  joint  scheme  was  impracticable. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr.  G.  C.  Brown, 
M.A.,  headmaster  of  Worcester  College  for 
BlindBoys,gave  an  address  onhigher  education. 
He  stated  that  the  education  given  to  blind 
boys  at  Worcester  College  was  identical  with 
that  provided  at  the  other  public  schools  in 
England  with  the  exception  that  it  was  given 
by  the  medium  of  Braille  and  by  the  use  of 
somewhat  cumbersome  mathematical  instru- 
ments. Discussing  the  openings  for  blind 
boys  in  various  professions,  he  said  that  the 
subject  of  home  teaching  had  been  carefully 
considered,  the  drawbacks  being  that  a  home 
teacher  was  expected  to  start  at  the  age  of  25, 
and  that  if  £200  per  year  were  to  be  the  total 
amount  of  his  earnings  after  10  or  12  years' 
service,  the  prospects  were  not  attractive.  A 
discussion  then  took  place,  and  later  Mr.  E.  J. 
Hawkes  addressed  the  Conference  on  the 
subject  of  Poor  Law  Work,  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  which  is  essential  to  the  practising 
home  teacher. 

Following  on  the  ensuing  discussion,  votes 
of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  National  Library 
for  the  Blind,  coupled  with  the  names  of 
Dr.  Evans  and  Miss  Prince,  for  the  use  of  the 
library  premises,  to  the  Chairman  and  the 
various  speakers. 

THE  GUILD  OF  BLIND  GARDENERS, 
under  the  able  direction  of  Mrs. 
Adolphus  Duncombe,  has  now  become  affi- 
liated with  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
and  in  future  the  address  of  the  Guild  will  be 
that  of  the  Institute,  224-6-8  Great  Portland 
Street,  London,  W.i. 

We  learn  that  Councillor  James  Balfour, 
Secretary  of  the  Aberdeen  Trades  and  Labour 
Council,  has  been  appointed  Manager  of  the 
Aberdeen  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  in  succession 
to  the  late  Mr.  John  Keir. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN    THE    WORLD    OF   THE    BLIND 

CAPTAIN    IAN    FRASER,    C.B.E.,    M.P. 


HAVE  fought  my  fight — I  have 
lived  my  life,"  said  the  poet  Kings- 
ley,  and  thereby  added  yet  one 
more  name  to  the  band  of  writers 
who  have  compared  life  to  a 
battlefield. 

In  the  present  sketch  you  will 
frequently  encounter  the  words 
"  fight  "  and  "  contest,"  though 
these  martial  terms  may  not  always 
be  employed  in  illustration  of 
actual  warfare.  "  Arma  virumque  cano  "  ("  Of 
arms  I  sing,  and  of  the  man  ").  Whether  it  be 
in  the  trenches,  on  political  hustings,  or  in 
combat  both  for  himself  and  others  against  the 
Powers  of  Darkness — the 
fighting  spirit  that  admits  of 
no  defeat  is  the  outstanding 
attribute  of  the  youthful 
Chairman  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
Captain  Ian  Fraser,  C.B.E., 
M.P. 

Thinking  over  the  various 
phases  of  this  most  interest- 
ing career,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  Captain 
Fraser  is  essentially  what  is 
known  as  "  a  born  soldier." 
As  a  mere  slip  of  a  boy  he 
delighted  in  "  soldiering." 
He  joined  the  Cadet  Corps 
of  Marlborough  College  at 
the  early  age  of  14,  and  was 
at  that  time  the  youngest 
cadet  to  obtain  the  Territorial 
Certificate  A  —  the  first 
examination  to  be  under- 
gone in  the  process  of  qualifying  for  a 
territorial  commission.  Although  not  quite 
17  years  old  when  war  broke  out,  he  tried  his 
utmost  to  join  the  Dorset  Yeomanry  as  a 
trooper,  but  was  persuaded  instead  to  go  to 
Sandhurst  and  qualify  for  a  commission.  He 
remained  at  Sandhurst  until  November,  191 5, 
becoming  Senior  Cadet  Officer  of  the  College. 
He  was  then  gazetted  to  the  King's  (Shrop- 
shire) Light  Infantry,  and — too  young  to  go 
abroad — was  sent  to  a  Reserve  Battalion  at 
Pembroke  Dock,  South  Wales.  Here  his 
natural  liking  for  subjects  of  a  scientific 
nature  led  him  to  become  proficient  in  the  art 
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of  signalling  and  instructor  of  signallers.  His 
military  career  was  destined  to  be  brief.  In 
June,  191 6,  though  still  under  the  age  limit  at 
which  officers  were  supposed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Front,  he  went  out  to  France  with  the  4th 
Gloucesters  and  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Somme.  From  July  1st  until  July  23  rd  he 
was  in  the  German  lines  which  had  been 
captured  by  our  troops.  On  the  23rd  he  was 
in  command  of  two  platoons  and  some  trench 
mortars  and  was  engaged  in  taking  a  German 
machine-gun  emplacement.  The  subaltern 
commanding  the  second  platoon  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner,  and  a  desperate  effort  was 
made  to  overrun  the  Germans  and  get  him 
back  into  the  English  lines. 
They  failed  ;  the  man  was 
subsequently  reported  miss- 
ing, and  has  never  been 
heard  of  since.  He  had  been 
with  Captain  Fraser  through- 
out his  time  at  Sandhurst 
and  in  the  regiment,  and  he 
felt  the  loss  most  keenly. 
Shortly  afterwards  Captain 
Fraser  was  wounded  by  a 
bullet  from  a  German  sniper 
who  was  forty  or  fifty  yards 
away  behind  an  iron  loop- 
hole plate.  He  himself  gives 
a  vivid  account  of  the  occur- 
rence. "  I  had,"  he  says, 
"  endeavoured  to  blow  him 
and  his  machine-gun  crew 
up  with  bombs,  but  he 
was  just  out  of  range. 
The  bullet  struck  the  out- 
side corner  of  my  right  eye,  went  straight 
across  my  face  and  came  out  just  above 
my  cheek-bone  on  the  left  side  of  my  head. 
The  actual  impact  knocked  me  over,  but  did 
not  render  me  unconscious,  and  after  being 
tied  up  I  subsequently  walked  for  two  or 
three  miles,  holding  on  to  a  stretcher-bearer's 
shoulder,  until  I  came  to  a  dressing-station. 
Then  I  got  into  an  ambulance,  and  woke  up 
some  hours  later  at  Le  Touquet.  Curiously 
enough,  I  suffered  no  pain  at  all  until  many  days 
afterwards  when  my  wound  was  being  dressed. 
The  bullet  destroyed  my  eyes  without  injuring 
my  eyelids.     Had  it  been  half  an  inch  more 
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forward  it  would  have  disfigured  my  eyelids 
and  face  badly,  and  had  it  been  half  an  inch 
to  the  rear  it  would  have  hit  the  front  of  my 
brain.  As  it  was,  apart  from  the  actual  result, 
which  was  of  course  serious,  it  was  a  mere 
flesh  wound,  and  I  was  healed  up  and  out  of 
hospital  in  three  weeks,  which,  I  think, 
creates  nearly  a  record."  One  of  Captain 
Fraser's  chief  regrets  is  the  short  time  he  spent 
in  France,  and  the  fact  that  he  never  experienced 
any  of  the  life  behind  the  lines,  which,  in  spite 
of  its  discomforts  and  disadvantages,  consti- 
tutes, as  he  himself  says,  one  of  the  peculiar 
interests  of  this  war. 

At  the  beginning  of  August  he  found  him- 
self in  St.  Mark's  Hospital,  where  there  were 
other  blinded  officers  and  visitors  from  St. 
Dunstan's.  Here  he  heard  about  the  Hostel, 
and  determined  to  accept  Sir  Arthur  Pearson's 
invitation,  received  by  letter,  to  go  to  the 
officers'  house  in  Portland  Place.  At  his  first 
interview  with  "  the  Chief,"  which  took  place 
in  September,  Captain  Fraser  also  met  Miss 
Mace,  who  in  191 8  became  his  wife.  When 
narrating  these  events  to  the  present  writer, 
Captain  Fraser  said  :  "I  recollect  one  incident 
at  this  time  which  evinced  considerable  im- 
pertinence on  my  part  and  possibly  may  have 
had  some  influence  upon  my  future  relations 
with  Sir  Arthur  and  all  that  followed.  I  was  to 
be  sent  to  a  new  house  which  had  been  opened  at 

20  Portland  Place,  but  I  had  the  temerity  to 
visit  Sir  Arthur  and  tell  him  that  I  would  only 
go  to  St.  Dunstan's  if  I   could  have  a  bed  at 

21  Portland  Place,  where  he  also  lived.  Thus 
the  opportunity  of  coming  into  closer  contact 
with  him  was  secured  without  my  having  at 
the  time  the  least  idea  what  I  was  going  to  do, 
or  that  from  this  opportunity  would  arise  the 
very  close  and  intimate  association  which 
ultimately  led  to  my  becoming  his  assistant  at 
St.  Dunstan's  and  subsequently  Chairman  of 
the  Council  there." 

On  his  retirement  from  the  Regular  Army 
in  1 91 7  he  was  promoted  Captain,  and  it  was 
in  this  year  that  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
which  office  he  held  until  1922.  His  own 
comments  on  this  work  are  of  interest.  "  I 
well  remember,"  he  says,  "  my  first  entry  into 
public  work  of  any  sort  when  I  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  and  the  apprehension  with 
which  I  faced  the  prospect  of  having  to  make 
a  brief  speech  to  the  Council  thanking  them 
for  my  election.    It  was  my  first  public  speech, 


and  I  diligently  learned  by  heart  the  instruc- 
tions which  Sir  Arthur  had  given  me  as  to  how 
I  should  behave.  I  well  remember  the  courtesy 
with  which  I  was  received  by  the  members  of 
the  Council,  and  the  immense  assistance  given 
me  by  Mr.  Stainsby  and  Sir  Washington 
Ranger.  I  can  honestly  say  that  I  owe  more 
than  the  Council  can  possibly  imagine  to  the 
early  training  in  Committee  work  which  my 
position  as  a  member  of  that  body  gave  me." 

From  his  very  early  days  he  had  been  deeply 
interested  in  technical  subjects,  and  it  is  there- 
fore not  surprising  that  he  should  turn  his 
attention  to  the  technical  side  of  the  work 
performed  at  St.  Dunstan's  and  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  trades  which  the 
blinded  men  were  learning — the  tools  which 
they  used  for  their  work — these  matters  were 
of  very  special  interest  to  him,  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Institute's  engineer,  many 
little  improvements  and  devices  were  effected 
in  the  latter.  These  alterations  have  stood  the 
test  of  time  and  are  still  in  daily  use.  Captain 
Fraser's  technical  knowledge  led  him  to 
examine  the  methods  of  Braille  production, 
and,  aided  by  Mr.  Stainsby  and  the  engineer, 
he  personally  investigated  all  possible  means 
of  simplifying  the  system.  It  was  found  that 
there  was  remarkably  little  room  for  improve- 
ment, but  Captain  Fraser  can  claim  to  have 
initiated  the  New  Standard  Braille,  which  is 
slightly  smaller  than  the  original  and  has 
effected  a  saving  of  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  of 
space. 

In  1920  he  suggested  that  a  Special  Inven- 
tions and  Research  Committee  should  be  set 
up.  The  plan  was  carried  out  and  he  himself 
became  the  Chairman.  Much  useful  work  in 
the  matter  of  improving  the  apparatus  was 
effected  by  this  Committee,  which,  Captain 
Fraser  says,  provided  him  with  many  hours  of 
intense  interest. 

Meanwhile  he  had  started  work  as  an 
assistant  in  St.  Dunstan's  After-care  Depart- 
ment, dealing  with  correspondence,  interviews, 
and  so  forth,  and  was  taking  a  leading  part  in 
building  up  the  important  After-care  organisa- 
tion of  which  he  was  created  Director  in  1920. 
In  the  following  year  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  died. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  time  Captain 
Fraser  contributed  to  The  Beacon  an  appre- 
ciation of  his  influence  and  work — an  apprecia- 
tion which  he  declares  was  far  from  adequate. 
To  the  writer  of  this  article  he  said  :  "I  will 
not  dwell  on  this  matter  now  beyond  saying 
that  I  had  perhaps  to  bear  a  greater  loss  than 
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most  people.  I  was  not  only  intimately- 
associated  with  Sir  Arthur  in  his  work,  but  he 
had  done  me  the  honour  of  treating  me  as  one 
of  his  closest  friends,  and  I  had  lived  in  the 
same  house  with  him  for  some  years  and  had 
spent  four  or  five  holidays  with  him  in  England 
and  abroad." 

On  Sir  Arthur's  death  he  was  elected  Chair- 
man by  the  Council  of  St.  Dunstan's,  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  for  the  last  three  years  with 
consummate  ability  and  which  was  recognised 
in  1922  by  H.M.  the  King,  who  appointed 
him  Commander  of  the  Order  of  the 
British  Empire.  There  is  no  need  to  dwell 
here  on  the  details  of  life  at  St.  Dunstan's 
under  Captain  Fraser's  administration.  The 
work  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  the  interests 
of  the  blinded  soldiers  at  heart,  and,  to  quote 
its  Chairman's  own  words,  "is  still  going 
strong." 

No  record  of  Captain  Fraser's  association 
with  the  blind  world  would  be  complete 
without  some  reference  concerning  his  resig- 
nation from  the  Council  of  the  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  in  1922,  and  it  may 
therefore  be  of  interest  to  quote  his  remarks 
upon  the  subject  : — 

"  I  have,  and  still  have,"  he  said,  "  the 
greatest  sympathy  with  and  interest  in  all  the 
activities  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  but  it  appeared  to  me  that  in  the 
absence  of  so  dominating  a  personality  as  that 
of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  who  virtually  exercised 
a  unified  control  over  both  organisations,  it 
would  be  extraordinarily  difficult  to  reconcile 
the  separate  interests  of  St.  Dunstan's  and  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  generally  admitted  by  all  who  were 
in  close  touch  with  the  position  that  there 
was  considerable  confusion  in  the  public  mind 
as  to  the  precise  objects  of  St.  Dunstan's  and 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  that 
it  was  in  the  public  interest  that  these  should 
be  more  clearly  defined  and  understood.  Thus 
it  came  about  that  the  affiliation  between  the 
two  was  abandoned,  and  I  can  only  say  in 
looking  back  after  nearly  three  years  upon 
these  events  that  they  appear  to  me  to  have 
been,  as  I  always  thought  they  would  be,  of 
advantage  to  the  subscribing  public  and  to  the 
two  great  charities.  There  were,  of  course, 
troubles  and  difficulties  inseparable  from  such 
an  important  change  in  the  circumstances  of 
our  two  bodies,  but  these  were  met  with  good- 
will on  both  sides,  and  I  am  happy  to  feel  that 
the  relations  between  St.  Dunstan's  and  the 


National  Institute  for  the  Blind  are  as  cordial 
and  friendly  as  should  be  the  case  between  two 
such  important  agencies  appealing  to  the  same 
British  public  and  working  in  parallel  direc- 
tions. I  submitted  my  resignation  from  the 
Governing  Body  of  Worcester  College,  but 
my  colleagues  did  me  the  honour  of  asking  me 
to  continue  to  serve,  and  I  am  extremely  glad 
that  they  did  so,  for  during  many  of  the  troub- 
lous times  through  which  we  passed  it  provided 
common  ground  upon  which  we  could  meet 
in  friendly  co-operation." 

Before  Sir  Arthur's  death  Captain  Fraser 
had  become  interested  in  political  affairs,  and 
had  conceived  the  ambition  to  enter  Parliament. 
In  order  to  gain  experience  both  in  fighting 
elections  and  in  public  administration,  he  stood 
for  the  London  County  Council  in  March, 
1922,  and  was  successfully  returned  with  a  big 
majority  in  the  interests  of  the  Municipal 
Reform  Party,  although  the  division  of  North 
St.  Pancras  had  been  represented  by  a  Pro- 
gressive candidate  for  more  than  23  years.  He 
found  the  work  deeply  interesting.  Amongst 
other  duties  he  served  on  the  Committee  which 
deals  with  the  registration  of  War  and  Blind 
Charities  in  the  London  area,  the  Special 
Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  and 
the  Central  Council  for  the  London  Blind. 

At  the  General  Election  in  1923  the  Con- 
servative candidate  for  North  St.  Pancras  was 
defeated  by  a  Labour  candidate  by  nearly 
3,000  votes,  and  retired.  Captain  Fraser  was 
thereupon  invited  to  become  the  prospective 
candidate  in  the  Conservative  interest,  and 
accepted.  There  followed  for  him  a  year  of 
strenuous  political  activity — activity  which  did 
not  differ  from  similar  work  under  like  con- 
ditions save  in  two  respects.  Captain  Fraser 
was  probably  the  first  Conservative  candidate 
deliberately  to  invade  the  Socialists'  stronghold 
at  the  street  corners.  During  the  year,  almost 
without  an  interval,  four  outdoor  meetings 
a  week  were  held  on  the  pavements 
and  at  various  corners  in  the  constituency, 
a  practice  which  was  later  followed  more 
generally  by  Conservative  candidates  through- 
out London.  The  other  novel  feature 
of  this  campaign  was  that  Captain  Fraser  was 
the  first  to  use  amplifiers  and  loud-speakers  at 
rowdy  political  meetings.  On  one  occasion 
he  wished  to  address  a  meeting  of  from  four 
to  five  thousand  people  in  North  St.  Pancras, 
where  there  is  no  hall  to  accommodate  more 
than  1,700  persons.  He  knew  that  the  Marconi 
Company  had  devised  a  special  equipment  for 
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broadcasting  the  King's  opening  speech  at 
Wembley,  and  he  arranged  with  the  Company 
for  the  installation  of  this  apparatus  in  a  hall 
at  St.  Pancras  and  in  the  adjoining  streets. 
Everything  went  according  to  plan.  The  hall 
was  full,  and  there  were  between  3,000  and 
4,000  persons  in  the  street  outside.  Captain 
Fraser's  speech  and  that  of  Mr.  Amery,  the 
present  Colonial  Secretary,  who  was  supporting 
him,  were  transmitted  from  the  platform 
through  the  loud-speakers  to  the  crowd  out- 
side, and  in  spite  of  demonstrations  by  the 
opposing  political  party,  the  singing  of  "  The 
Red  Flag,"  etc.,  etc.,  the  meeting  was  brought 
to  a  successful  conclusion.  This  first  experi- 
ment in  calling  in  the  aid  of  science  to  enable  a 
speaker  to  address  a  large  audience  was  freely 
made  use  of  in  the  last  General  Election  when 
Captain  Fraser's  example  was  followed  by 
various  candidates — indeed,  the  leaders  of  all 
three  political  parties  adopted  this  method. 

On  October  29th,  1924,  Captain  Fraser  was 
returned  to  Parliament  as  Conservative  repre- 
sentative of  North  St.  Pancras,  with  a  majority 
of  793.  He  has  already  impressed  the  House 
by  his  very  powerful  maiden  speech  in  which, 
to  quote  a  leading  morning  paper,  "  he  pre- 
sented his  case  so  lucidly  for  the  Treasury 
agreement  on  the  employment  of  ex-Service 
men  that  it  was  hard  to  believe  that  he  was 
speaking  without  a  note,  and  had  never  seen 
any  of  the  documents."  In  his  reply  for  the 
Government  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  described  the  speech  as  the  finest 
maiden  effort  it  had  been  his  good  fortune 
to  hear. 

Captain  Fraser  finds  his  new  duties  both 
stimulating  and  absorbing,  so  much  so  that  he 
never  ceases  to  urge  blind  ex-Service  men  to 
take  up  some  form  of  public  life  wherever 
possible.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest 
to  record  that  a  number  of  blinded  soldiers 
have  already  secured  seats  upon  Boards  of 
Guardians  and  Borough  and  District  Councils. 
Although  he  did  not  at  all  enter  public  life  with 
the  primary  view  of  serving  the  blind,  his 
association  and  interests  naturally  made  it 
inevitable  that  he  should  find  himself  con- 
nected with  this  subject.  His  comment  upon 
this  particular  point  is  of  interest.  He  said  : 
"  I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  any  candidate 
would  be  returned  for  a  public  body  were  he 
to  set  out  to  represent  so  small  a  sectional 
interest  as  that  of  the  blind  world.  When  I 
say  this  let  me  be  careful  to  emphasise  that  I 
use  the  word  '  small '  merely  in  relation  to  the 


community  as  a  whole  and  not  with  any  idea 
of  underrating  its  immense  importance  or 
interest." 

His  Parliamentary  duties  by  no  means  ex- 
haust the  catalogue  of  Captain  Fraser's 
activities.  The  subject  of  Wireless  is  one  in 
which  he  takes  a  very  keen  interest  and  upon 
.which  he  has  become  an  authority.  Deeply 
convinced  of  the  important  part  which  this 
science  is  bound  to  play  in  the  world  of  the 
blind,  he  has  collaborated  in  writing  a  series 
of  articles  which  are  at  present  appearing  in 
the  St.  Dunstarfs  Review  and  the  Braille  maga- 
zine, Progress,  and  are  later  to  be  published  in 
book  form.  Besides  wireless,  rowing  and 
swimming  are  his  favourite  hobbies,  and  he 
invariably  spends  his  summer  holidays  where 
these  forms  of  sport  are  available.  He  is  also 
fond  of  riding,  and  warmly  recommends  these 
three  pastimes  to  his  blind  friends  at  St. 
Dunstan's. 

Here,  then,  is  the  account  of  a  life  brimful  of 
the  activity  of  service.  Captain  Fraser  has 
doubtless  many  years  of  strenuous  work  in 
front  of  him — years  in  which  his  many  talents 
will  develop  to  the  full — years  in  which  he  will 
continue  the  great  work  he  has  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  his  blind  friends  as  well  as  for  the 
common  weal. 

In  the  many  phases  of  his  interesting  career 
we  wish  him  "  God-speed." 

A  CHILDREN'S  PLAY 

ON  Friday,  February  27th  the  pupils  of  the 
Brecknock  School  for  the  Blind,  York 
Road,  London,  gave  a  spirited  rendering  of  a 
play  called  "  Snowhite,"  specially  written  for 
the  occasion.  Mr.  H.  G.  Newell,  F.R.C.O., 
L.R.A.M.,  visiting  music  teacher  to  the  L.C.C. 
School  for  the  Blind,  was  responsible  for  the 
music,  Miss  N.  Smith,  a  teacher  at  the  Breck- 
nock School,  for  the  play  itself,  and  Miss 
Martin  for  the  lyrics.  All  three  contributors 
are  blind. 

Mr.  Newell  has  entered  whole-heartedly 
into  the  fairy  spirit  of  the  play,  his  music 
being  most  attractive  and  descriptive.  Both 
music  and  acting  were  admirably  carried  out 
by  the  little  performers,  who  sang  well  and 
enunciated  their  words  distinctly.  All  con- 
cerned, including  Miss  Bryan,  the  headmistress, 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  successful  pro- 
duction of  a  delightful  little  play. 
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BLIND  CHOIR'S  SUCCESS 

A  CHOIR  of  blind  boys  and  girls  from  the 
Royal  Blind  Institution,  Birmingham, 
conducted  by  a  blind  master,  tied  for  first  place 
with  a  choir  of  boys  in  possession  of  their 
sight  at  a  musical  festival  at  Coventry  last 
month. 

They  read  their  music  from  Braille  copies 
specially  provided  for  them,  and  their  master 
told  the  adjudicator,  Mr.  T.  Hopkin  Evans, 
that  this  was  the  first  time  the  choir  had  ever 
competed  in  such  a  contest. 

"  In  this  class  we  have  a  singular  paradox — 
a  choir  of  totally  blind  children  competing  in 
a  '  reading  at  first  sight  '  contest,"  said  the 
adjudicator.  "  They  have  excited  not  merely 
our  sympathy — that  goes  without  saying — but 
also  our  great  admiration  and  wonderment. 
Cardinal 
Newman's 
lines  in 
'  Gerontius  ' 
come  forcib- 
ly to  our 
minds  : 

"  'And  hark ! 

I     hear    a 

singing; 

yet     in      a 

sooth 
I    cannot    of 

that  music 

rightly  sav 
Whether       I 

hear      or 

touch      or 

taste  the 

tones.'" 

The  choir,  he  added,  tasted  and  touched  the 
tones  more  sensitively  than  most  people  per- 
ceived them  through  the  ordinary  service  of 
sight,  and  it  was  an  example  to  the  children 
of  Britain. 

[We  heartily  congratulate  Mr.  H.  E.  Piatt, 
the  head  music-master  of  the  Royal  Birming- 
ham Institution  for  the  Blind,  upon  this 
splendid  further  achievement  of  his  School 
Choir,  attained  this  time  through  the  medium 
of  copies  specially  transcribed  into  Braille 
Tonic-Solfa  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind. 

It  is  only  recently  that  Braille  has  been 
applied  to  Tonic-Solfa,  and  in  this  adaptation 
Mr.  Piatt  has  borne  a  leading  part,  having 
specialised  in  this  particular  development  of 
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Braille  notation.  Indeed,  he  has  written  a 
valuable  exposition  of  Tonic-Solfa  Braille 
which  is  published  in  Braille  by  the  National 
Institute.  It  is  therefore  particularly  fitting 
that  its  practicability  should  be  endorsed  by 
an  absolutely  independent  musical  expert  such 
as  Mr.  T.  Hopkin  Evans,  himself  a  keen 
solfaist  and  famous  conductor  and  adjudicator. 
It  is  surely  a  supreme  test  that  a  number  of 
blind  children  should  enter  a  room  and  (using 
their  fingers)  simultaneously  decipher  and  sing 
an  unknown  piece  of  music,  and  do  it  so  ex- 
cellently that  they  tie  for  first  place  with  their 
sighted  rivals. — Editor.] 
<=?<=> 
BLIND  GIRL  PIANIST 

AT  the  20th  annual  public  competitions  of 
the  London  Musical  Competition  Festival, 

held  in  March 
at  the  Central 
Hall,  West- 
minster, an 
eighty-guinea 
C  h  a  p  p  e  1 1 
pianoforte 
was  to  be  the 
special  prize 
to  be  com- 
peted for  by 
a  m  a  t  e  u  r 
pianists  of 
any  age,  the 
adjudicators 
in  the  final 
being  Mr. 
Harold  Crax- 
t  on,  Hon. 
R.A.M.,  Mr. 
E   r   nest 

Fowler,  F.R.A.M.,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Fryer. 
A  pupil  from  the  Royal  Normal  College — 

Miss     Gwendoline     Lidington — was     fourth, 

with    87    marks,    as    against    91    marks,    the 

highest  awarded. 

We    congratulate    Miss    Lidington     on    a 

splendid  achievement. 


ON  this  page  will  be  found  a  photograph 
of  some  pupils  of  the  Secondary  School, 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  who,  by  their  perfor- 
mances of  "  Living  Whist  "  on  the  Douglas 
foreshore  during  the  past  three  years,  raised 
the  sum  of  £157  2s.  od.  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Institute  "  Sunshine  "  Homes  for 
Blind  Babies. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE   BLIND 

THE  month  of  March  has  been  a  busy  one 
of  many  meetings,  concerts  and  other 
social  engagements  in  preparation  for  "  Gera- 
nium Day." 

The  outstanding  event  was  the  reception  at 
the  Spring  Gardens'  Gallery,  lent  by  Mr.  F.  C. 
Plummer,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.  It  was, 
of  course,  impossible  to  invite  all  the  kind 
folk  who  work  hard  for  the  Fund,  but  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  guests  were  received 
by  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  and 
Mrs.  Towse.  Lady  Terrington,  the  energetic 
chairman  of  the  Ladies'  Social  Committee,  and 
Mrs.  Kendal,  the  equally  enthusiastic  president 
of  the  Theatrical  Committee,  assisted  by  Lady 
O'Dwyer,  D.B.E.,  and  Dame  May  Whitty, 
also  welcomed  their  fellow  workers  in  the 
cause  of  the  London  blind.  Among  those 
who  attended  were  :  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress 
of  Westminster,  the  Mayors  and  Mayoresses 
of  Lewisham,  Hornsey  and  Islington,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Baker,  Chairman  of  the  Uxbridge 
Rural  Council,  Sir  Ellis  Sutcliffe,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wagg,  O.B.E.,  and  Mrs.  Wagg,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Claremont,  Captain  Pollard,  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton (Secretary  of  the  Indigent  Blind  Visiting 
Society),  Mrs.  G.  E.  Studdy,  Mrs.  Arnold  Hill, 
Mrs.  Rawlinson,  Miss  Newbolt,  Mrs.  Garrett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee,  Miss  Isobel  Jay,  Miss  Olga 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Mantell,  Miss  Wilhelmina 
Stitch  {Daily  Graphic),  Mrs.  Weston  Edwards, 
and  many  other  representatives  of  the  Press. 

The  speakers,  who  made  a  strong  appeal  for 
help  on  "  Geranium  Day,"  were  Captain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B'.E.,  Lady  Terring- 
ton, and  Mrs.  Kendal,  who  offered  her  auto- 
graph at  a  guinea  a  time  towards  the  Fund, 
and  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  ;  but  the  principal 
entertainment  of  the  evening  was  provided  by 
a  series  of  clever  and  original  "  Tableaux 
Vivants."  Each  picture  represented  a  London 
daily  newspaper,  and  was  ingeniously  con- 
trived to  show  forth  the  particular  features 
which  it  offers  the  great  reading  public  day 
by  day. 

The  Tableaux  were  produced  by  Miss 
Peggie  Robb-Smith,  L.R.A.M.  (Eloc),  who 
gave  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble,  as  well 
as  her  service  as  producer,  with  ready  genero- 
sity. She  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Douglas  Pack 
as  stage  manager.  The  Commcre  and  Compere 
were  Miss  Muriel  Stevens  and  Mr.  Howard 


Rose  respectively,  and  those  who  very  kindly 
found  time  to  take  part  in  the  Tableaux  in- 
cluded :  Miss  Joyce  Carey,  Miss  Jean  Webster- 
Brough,  Miss  Cecilia  Cavendish  and  Miss 
Pamela  Curzon,  Miss  Inez  Bensusan,  Miss 
Cherry  Hardy,  Miss  Doris  Buckley,  Miss  Betty 
Tanner,  Miss  Anne  Janelli,  Miss  Gwen 
Mannering,  Miss  Lilian  Lane,  Miss  Peters,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Fabian,  Miss  Maidie  Beauchamp, 
Miss  Enid  Trevor,  Miss  Mary  Rorke,  Miss 
Ferguson  and  other  friends  and  members  of 
the  Committee ;  also  Mr.  Hayden  Coffin,  Mr. 
Ben  Webster,  Mr.  Patrick  Kirwan,  Mr.  Arthur 
Vezin,  Mr.  T.  C.  Fairbairn,  Mr.  Denys  Erlam, 
Colonel  Bartlett  and  Peter  Dear.  2d. — a 
finished  dog-actor — must  not  be  forgotten. 

Many  congratulations  were  showered  upon 
those  responsible  for  the  Tableaux,  and  hopes 
to  see  them  again. 

Dancing  (to  the  Sandringham  Players' 
Orchestra)  and  cards  concluded  a  delightful 
evening. 


DANCING  COMPETITION  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

THE  final  contest  in  the  Annual  Dancing 
Competition  in  aid  of  the  Sunshine 
Homes  for  Blind  Babies  and  the  Greater  London 
Fund  for  the  Blind  was  held  at  the  Lyric 
Theatre  on  Tuesday,  March  31st. 

The  winner  of  the  Senior  Cup  was  Lorna 
Jermain,  and  of  the  Consolation  Cup,  Renee 
Lemoine,  both  pupils  of  Madame  Judith 
Espinosa.  The  Junior  Cup  was  awarded  to 
Valerie  Coles,  pupil  of  M.  Serge  Morosoff. 

Silver  medals  were  awarded  to  the  following 
competitors  : — 

Character  Dancing — Vivienne  Bennett,  Muriel 
McEwan,  Jean  Cooke,  Stella  Levine,  Daphne 
Franks. 

Demi-Character  Dancing — Alison  McLaren, 
Lorna  Jermain,  Dodo  Holman,  Marian  Poll- 
achek,  Wendy  Toye. 

Special  Baby  Class — Beryl  O'Connor. 

Classical  Dancing — Phyllis  Hole,  Noel  Car- 
dew,  Janet  Challenger,  Joan  King,  Beryl 
Laverick. 

Operatic  Dancing — Jessie  Picquart,  Renee 
Lemoine,  Joan  Halles,  Audrey  King. 

Step  Dancing — Alison  MacLaren,  Fanny 
Charles,  Lillian  Hendry. 
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Mrs.  C.  A.  PHELIPS 

WE  regret  to  announce  the  death,  on  the 
27th  March,  from  bronchial  pneumonia, 
of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Phelips,  of  Bromley,  Kent, 
the  Founder  and  President  of  the  Braille 
Correspondence  Club. 

We  have  received  the  following  account  of 
Mrs.  Phelips'  life  and  of  her  work  for  the 
blind  :— 

Charlotte  Annetta  was  the  third  daughter  of 
the  Admiral  Montresor.  Born  in  1858,  she 
was  one  of  a  large  family,  and  even  from 
childhood  was  a  favourite  with  both  brothers 
and  sisters  for  her  cleverness,  brightness  and 
happy  disposition. 

She  was,  in  the  fashion  of  those  days,  edu- 
cated by  governesses  at  home,  all  of  whom 
bore  witness  to  her  intellect  and  love  of  work, 
though  she  was  not  what  may  be  termed 
accomplished.  On  one  occasion  her  mother, 
who  had  Victorian  ideas  on  the  subject  of  a 
girl's  education,  remarked  to  a  governess  she 
was  engaging,  "  I  am  afraid  you  will  find  my 
daughter  very  backward  for  her  age,"  which 
was  then  about  fifteen,  "  but  I  hope  you  will 
be  able  to  push  her  on."  To  the  governess's 
surprise  she  found  that  her  "  backward " 
pupil  was  so  advanced  in  the  more  serious 
studies  such  as  literature,  history  and  languages 
that,  though  herself  a  clever,  cultivated  woman, 
she  had  to  work  hard  to  keep  up  with  the  girl, 
but  teacher  and  pupil  worked  together  to  the 
great  enjoyment  of  the  latter. 

As  Charlotte  Montresor  her  life  was  quite 
uneventful.  She  lived  at  home  with  her 
parents  in  London,  and  whilst  going  into  the 
society  of  the  'seventies  and  'eighties,  she  con- 
tinued reading  and  studying,  more  especially 
languages,  for  which  she  had  a  distinct  gift. 
She  could  speak  and  read  French  and  German 
well,  and  she  read  easily  Swedish,  Spanish, 
Italian,  Esperanto  and  a  little  Russian. 

She  was  also  an  accomplished  and  artistic 
needleworker,  one  of  her  latest  interests  being 
pictures  in  needlework  in  which  she  showed 
great  taste  and  facility.  At  one  time  she  took 
up  wood-carving  with  great  success,  and  she 
always  had  some  hobby  on  hand. 

She  published  several  books.  Besides 
editing  her  father's  "  Log  Book,"  she  wrote  a 
novel  entitled  "  More  Sail  than  Ballast  " — long 
out  of  print,  and  a  series  of  books  for  children, 
intended  to  assist  young  collectors  of  coins, 
stamps,  etc. 


In  1889  she  married,  as  his  second  wife, 
General  R.  Hoskyns  Phelips,  a  retired  officer 
of  the  Indian  Army,  a  marriage  of  which  we 
can  only  say  here  that  it  added  not  only  to  her 
happiness  but  to  her  interests.  Her  husband 
had  a  large  family,  several  members  of  whom 
were  quite  children.  She  always  loved 
children,  and  she  found  a  new  joy  in  life  in 
mothering  and  bringing  them  up. 

General  Phelips  died  in  1906,  and  in  1914 
his  widow  built  the  house,  Braillecote,  at 
Bromley  in  Kent,  where  she  lived  till  her 
death.  Deeply  and  truly  as  she  mourned  her 
loss,  she  was  far  too  brave  and  happy  a  nature 
to  allow  it  to  spoil  the  remainder  of  her  life, 
besides  the  fact  that  she  was  a  truly  religious 
woman  and  cherished  every  hope  of  a  re-union 
in  the  future. 

She  threw  herself  with  renewed  vigour  into 
her  work  for  the  blind  which  had  long  been 
of  the  greatest  interest  to  her.  The  details  of 
this  account  are  chiefly  drawn  from  the  report 
she  issued  barely  two  months  ago.  It  was  in 
1899  tnat  the  idea  struck  her  that  anything 
that  could  bring  a  little  light  and  interest  into 
the  darkened  lives  of  the  blind  must  be  wel- 
comed. She  had  learnt  enough  Braille  to 
enable  her  to  read  and  write,  and  it  occurred 
to  her  that  she  might  turn  her  knowledge  to 
account  by  corresponding  with  blind  people. 
Acting  on  this  conviction,  she  put  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  "  Braille  Summary,"  at  that  time 
the  only  newspaper  for  the  blind.  The  first 
answer  was  from  a  poor  and  lonely  blind 
masseuse  at  Bristol,  and  that  correspondence 
lasted  until  her  death.  More  answers  came  in, 
amounting  in  all  to  18  in  the  first  year.  A 
friend  helped  Mrs.  Phelips  to  reply  to  them, 
but  another  advertisement  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months  brought  so  many  replies  that  she  had 
to  ask  her  friends  for  further  assistance.  At 
first  the  letters  were  only  from  the  sighted  to 
the  blind,  but  as  time  went  on  it  was  suggested 
that  a  regular  club  should  be  formed  and  that 
the  blind  should  write  to  each  other. 

From  its  commencement  the  club  has  been 
an  entirely  friendly  and  personal  affair.  No 
subscriptions  are  asked  for  and  no  pecuniary 
advantages  are  offered  ;  in  fact,  there  is  a 
stringent  rule  against  begging  of  any  sort. 
The  club  exists  for  the  pleasure  of  making 
friends  and  providing  outside  interests.  It  is 
entirely  socialistic.  There  is  no  distinction 
of  class,  and  rules  may  be  said  to  be  almost 
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non-existent.  As  years  went  by,  the  club 
spread  its  branches  to  other  lands.  Corres- 
pondents joined  it  from  Sweden,  Italy,  Greece, 
France,  Germany  and  Austria,  as  well  as  from 
India,  Australia,  Canada,  New  Zealand  and 
both  Americas.  The  Great  War  put  a  stop 
to  foreign  correspondence,  and  it  is  only  very 
slowly  recommencing,  but  even  now  the  club 
numbers  800  members.  During  the  25  years 
of  the  existence  of  the  club,  Mrs.  Phelips 
only  took  one  week's  holiday  and  she  wrote 
over  11,000  letters  in  Braille. 

This  short  account  of  the  club  would  be 
incomplete  without  a  reference  to  Mr.  Merrick 
of  whose  work  Mrs.  Phelips  was  always  most 
appreciative,  especially  in  the  Esperanto 
branch,  and  of  Miss  Lyons,  whose  help  has 
been  invaluable,  especially  in  the  last  months 
of  Mrs.  Phelips'  life. 

Mrs.  Phelips  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  those 
people  who  had  a  genius  for  friendship.  Her 
friends  were  innumerable  and  came  from  all 
classes  and  ages  and  both  sexes.  She  was 
essentially  what  is  termed  "  good  company." 
Her  warm  affections  and  sympathies,  her  quick 
wits  and  sense  of  humour,  her  love  of  children 
and  young  people  and  her  generosity,  com- 
bined with  a  temper  somewhat  quickly  roused 
and  as  quickly  over,  made  up  a  personality 
that  her  friends  feel  they  will  not  meet  again. 
Her  likes  and  dislikes,  as  well  as  her  opinions, 
were  decided,  and  her  family  often  laughed  at 
her  "  cocksureness,"  but  her  views  were  wide. 
She  was  a  truly  religious  woman  and  here  also 
she  was  broadminded  and  charitable  in  the 
truest  sense. 

The  many  who  loved  her  will  rejoice  to 
know  that  she  passed  peacefully  away,  sur- 
rounded by  the  love  and  care  of  her  step- 
children and  of  the  two  faithful  maids  who 
had  served  her  devotedly  for  23  years  and  who 
ranked  high  amongst  her  many  friends. 


Miss  ISABELLA  SMITH  LYALL 

IT  is  with  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the 
death  of  Miss  Isabella  Smith  Lyall,  second 
daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  Lyall,  of 
Arbroath,  Scotland,  and  late  headmistress  of 
the  School  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham.  Miss 
Lyall  passed  away  on  March  28th  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  sister,  234  Prince  Consort  Road, 
Gateshead.  She  was  known  to  many  workers 
for  the  blind,  and  was  very  highly  esteemed 
for   her   extensive    knowledge,    kindliness    of 


heart  and  deep  sympathy  with  those  handi- 
capped by  blindness. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  EDWARD  ALEXANDER 

IT  is  with  very  deep  regret  that  we  announce 
the  death  from  heart  failure  on  Monday, 
March  30th,  of  Mr.  Edward  Alexander,  of 
Westbury,  Hornsey  Lane,  Highgate. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  86  years  of  age,  and  may 
truly  be  said  to  have  died  in  harness,  for  it  was 
near  the  end  of  his  morning  business  journey 
from  Crouch  End  to  Broad  Street  that  he 
dropped  his  newspaper  and  soon  after  breathed 
his  last.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the 
senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Capper, 
Alexander  &  Co.,  shippers,  St.  Mary  Axe, 
London.  In  January,  191 2,  he  joined  the 
Council  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
and  in  that  capacity  he  was  presented  to  King 
George  when  the  premises  at  224  Great 
Portland  Street  were  opened  by  His  Majesty. 
He  was  a  generous  supporter  of  the  Institute, 
and  took  a  keen  interest  in  its  welfare  and  in 
that  of  many  other  philanthropic  societies. 

For  twelve  years,  from  191 1  to  1923,  Mr. 
Alexander  was  one  of  the  wardens  at  St. 
Peter's  Church,  Dartmouth  Park  Hill,  and  a 
presentation  Bible  marks  his  long  service  in 
that  office.  Member  of  a  long-lived  Quaker 
family,  he  was  a  man  of  international  peace, 
and  the  activities  of  the  Friends'  Relief  Com- 
mittee during  the  war  and  after  and  of  all 
agencies  that  further  the  interests  of  peace  and 
the  brotherhood  of  man,  found  in  him  an 
ardent  believer  and  friend. 

The  funeral  service  took  place  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Dartmouth  Park  Hill,  on  Friday,  April 
3rd,  when  the  National  Institute  was  repre- 
sented by  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
Chairman  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby, 
Secretary-General,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Preece, 
Joint  Secretary,  Greater  London  Fund.  The 
interment  was  at  Highgate  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Alexander  leaves  a  widow,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  to  whom  our  sincere  sympathy 
is  extended. 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  March  73  new  cases  came  under 
their  care  (45  men  and  28  women).  Gifts  to 
the  number  of  23  were  provided  at  a  cost  of 
£41  9s.  9d.  The  amount  expended  in  training 
fees  was  £13  ;  in  relief,  £563  us.  2d.  ;  and 
in  relief  administered  by  branches,  £91  is.  8d. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

OVAL  AND  SQUARE  PULP  CANE  WORK 


PACE  is  valuable,  and  the  subject  of 
basketry   is,   among   handicrafts,   a 
wide  one.  The  writer  wishes  to  give 
as  much  information  as  he  can  to 
readers  of  both  sexes  and  of  varying 
degrees    of    proficiency,     and   also 
hopes  that  these  articles  may  be  of 
service  to  those  candidates  taking 
basketry  at  the  forthcoming  Home 
Teachers'  Examination.    With  these 
things  in  mind  he  has  relentlessly  to 
"  cut  out  "  much  that  he  would  like  to  include, 
avoid  repetition    and  attempt  to  give  general 
principles   rather  than  particular   details.      In 
consequence,  much  is  left  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  reader  in  modifying,  adapting  and  applying 
to  other  baskets  the  directions  given  for  our 
examples,  and  working  out  for  himself  things 
which,  for  want  of  space,  the  writer  is  unable 
to    tell    him. 
But    the    in- 
completeness 
of      these 
articles     will 
not  be  with- 
out      advan- 
tage  if   it 
brings  home 
the    truth  of 
Emerson's 
epigram: 
"Skill  to  do 
comes   b  y 

doin?  "  Cycle  Basket  and  Oval 

For  square  (rectangular)  work  a  Screw- 
Bloc  k  is  necessary.  This  is  used  to  hold  bottom 
or  lid  sticks,  and  consists  of  two  pieces  of  hard 
wood,  \\  ins.  square  and  12  ins.  to  15  ins. 
long,  held  together  by  quarter  inch  bolts  and 
wing  nuts.  With  this  added  to  the  outfit,  the 
worker  will  have  all  the  essential  equipment 
for  home  pulp  cane  work. 

Larger  baskets,  when  made  entirely  from 
pulp  cane,  lack  rigidity,  and  willow  rods  are 
introduced  to  remedy  in  some  measure  this 
defect,  it  being  understood  that  the  rods  are 
not  worked  in  any  way,  willow  basket-making 
being  outside  the  scope  of  these  articles. 
Willows  are  sold  by  lengths,  not  thickness, 
and  5  ft.  (white)  will  be  suitable  for  our  pur- 
pose. For  use  as  bottom  sticks  in  round  or 
oval  work,  the  rods  should  be  placed  under 


water  for  half  an  hour  and  allowed  to  lie  and 
mellow  for  at  least  another  half  hour  before 
being  used.  For  sticks  in  square  work,  and  for 
lining  stakes  in  all  baskets,  the  rods  are  used 
dry. 

An  Oval  Cat  or  Dog  Basket. — Size  of 
bottom,  12  ins.  by  8  ins.  ;  depth  (before 
bordering),  z\  ins.  in  front,  sloping  up  to 
about  5  ins.  at  back  ;  top  of  basket  (taken 
inside  the  border),  14  ins.  by  10  ins.  Materials  : 
four  bottom  sticks  14  ins.  long,  and  eight  10  ins. 
long  ;  No.  7  cane  for  staking  and  No.  5  for 
remainder.  To  begin,  thread  the  four  long 
sticks  through  the  eight  short  ones  and  arrange 
the  latter  as  follows  :  two  pairs  at  equal  dis- 
tance from  ends  and  an  intervening  space  of 
4  ins.  between,  and  the  remaining  four  sticks 
spaced  singly  between  the  pairs.  The  bottom 
is  paired  at  the  ends  as  in  a  round  bottom,  but 

randed  at  the 
sides. 


this 


and  in 
bottom 


two  extra 
"half  sticks" 
are  added  at 
each  end . 
The  first 
round  of  up- 
setting con- 
sists  of  a 
four-rod  wale 
and  is  begun 
by  looping  a 

Cat  or  Dog  Basket  \\2lV\V    Over    a 

stake,  and  another  hank  over  the  next  stake 
but  one.  This  gives  four  canes,  which  are 
worked  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  three-rod 
wale.  On  the  completion  of  the  first  round 
one  cane  is  dropped,  and  four  rounds  of  three- 
rod  waling  put  on.  After  randing  for  a  few 
rounds  insert  a  liner,  cut  from  the  thin  end  of 
the  rod,  to  the  right  of  every  stake.  At  two 
inches  depth  turn  the  randing  cane  round  the 
left-hand  stake  of  the  two  in  centre  of  front  of 
basket,  and  work  backwards  right  round  till 
right-hand  stake  of  the  two  is  reached.  Turn 
round  this,  and  continue  in  this  way,  turning 
on  a  stake  nearer  the  back  each  time  till  centre 
of  back  is  reached.  Two  rounds  of  waling, 
followed  by  a  roll,  plait  or  plain  border,  com- 
plete the  basket. 
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An  Oblong  ("Square")  Cycle  Basket. — 
Wooden  bottoms  are  recommended  for  square 
work,  and  if  the  holes  give  an  even  number  of 
stakes,  two  randing  canes  are  used,  one  fol- 
lowing up  the  other  and  passing  in  front  of  the 
stakes  which  the  other  has  passed  behind.  In 
the  example  an  8  ins.  by  4  ins.  bottom  is  used, 
the  foot  and  upset  being  worked  exactly  as  in 
a  tray,  except  that  in  this  case  the  stakes  are 
pulled  outward,  as  the  basket  is  an  inch  more 
each  way  at  top  than  bottom.  No.  7  cane  is 
used  for  the  stakes  and  No.  4  for  the  remainder. 
Only  the  two  stakes  at  each  corner  are  lined, 
and  care  must  be  taken  to  (a)  keep  the  corners 
out  and  the  sides  and  ends  in  ;  (b)  keep  the 
two  corner  stakes  from  spreading  apart  ;  and 
(c)  prevent  the  stakes  from  bunching  together 
away  from  the  corners.  The  siding  is  as 
follows  :  i\  ins.  of  randing,  two  rounds  of 
waling,  two  rounds  of  pairing  with  seagrass, 
two  rounds  of  waling,  two  rounds  of  seagrass, 
two  rounds  of  waling,  1  in.  of  randing,  two 
rounds  of  waling.  The  border  is  a  four-rod 
plain  one.  The  lid  has  eight  sticks  which  are 
spaced  equally  in  block,  the  distance  from  one 
"  outsider  "  to  the  other  being  equal  to  the 
width  of  a  basket.  After  2  ins.  of  randing, 
work  1  in.  of  randed  seagrass.  Another  inch 
is  worked  at  the  same  distance  from  the  other 
end,  and  midway  a  strap-hole  is  formed  by 
turning  the  randing  four  times  on  the  second 
stick.  The  strap  is  inserted  through  border 
of  basket,  lid  removed  from  block,  and 
randing  added  or  removed  from  either  end  as 
required.  The  inside  sticks  are  then  cut  off 
and  a  piece  of  No.  10  cane  inserted  by  pushing 
its  ends  down  beside  the  outside  sticks  which 
are  then  cut  off.  To  hold  these  "  crams  "  a 
length  of  No.  4  cane  is  run  through  beside  one 
of  the  centre  pair  of  sticks,  and  its  ends  taken 
three  times  round  the  crams  and  through  the 
lid  about  an  inch  away.  The  hinges  are  formed 
by  pushing  a  piece  of  No.  4  cane  down  by  the 
side  of  a  stake,  and  bringing  it  through  under 
border  to  the  outside.  The  lid  is  placed  in 
position  and  the  cane  pushed  down  through 
lid  and  border,  brought  round  outside,  down 
through  again  and  its  end  worked  off.  Two 
straps  are  fitted  for  attaching  basket  to  handle- 
bars of  cycle.  A.  G.  K. 
1             *          *          # 

I  am  not  bound  to  win,  but  I  am  bound  to 
be  true.  I  am  not  bound  to  succeed,  but  I  am 
bound  to  live  up  to  what  light  I  have.  I  must 
stand  with  anybody  that  stands  right,  stand 
with  him  while  he  is  right,  and  part  with  him 
when  he  is  wrong. — Abraham  Lincoln. 


NATIONAL  LIBRARY  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

READING   COMPETITION 

THE  Reading  Competition  will  be  held  at 
the  Library  on  Saturday,  May  23rd. 
Lady  Keeble  (Miss  Lillah  McCarthy),  Professor 
Gilbert  Murray,  and  J.  C.  Stobart,  Esq.,  have 
kindly  consented  to  judge  those  readers  who 
qualify  to  compete  in  the  finals.  It  is  hoped 
that  there  may  be  a  large  number  of  entries  in 
the  Junior  events. 

Class  A.     Those  between  the  ages  of  12 

and  16. 
Class  B.    Those  under  1 2  years  of  age. 

It  is  further  hoped,  should  there  be  sufficient 
entries,  to  inaugurate  a  new  event  for  the 
reading  of  French  Braille.  Competitors  when 
sending  in  their  names  should  state  if  they 
would  prefer  to  read  contracted  or  uncon- 
tracted  French  Braille.  Intending  competitors 
who  have  not  already  sent  in  their  names 
should  do  so  before  May  14th. 

Further  particulars  can  be  obtained  from 
The  Secretary,  National  Library  for  the  Blind, 
18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.i. 


THE   BLIND   AND    PARLIAMENT 

IN  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday, 
March  1  ith,  Mr.  Groves  asked  the  Minister 
of  Health  the  number  of  persons  affected  by  the 
application  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920  ; 
the  number  at  present  employed  in  the  various 
workshops  ;  the  average  wages  paid  ;  and  the 
number  of  blind  persons  in  receipt  of  the  old 
age  pension. 

Mr.  Neville  Chamberlain  replied  :  "  The 
total  number  of  known  blind  persons  in 
England  and  Wales  on  June  30th,  1923,  was 
36,518.  The  number  employed  specifically  in 
workshops  is  approximately  2,090.  The 
average  wage — that  is,  the  wage  earned  at  the 
trade  union  or  other  standard  piece-work 
rates- — is  approximately  20/-  a  week ;  but,  in 
addition  to  the  wage  actually  so  earned, 
augmentation  is  in  all  cases  paid  to  blind 
workers.  The  number  of  blind  persons 
between  50  and  70  years  of  age  who  were  in 
receipt  of  pensions  under  Section  I  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  was  11,525  on  December 
31st  last." 
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REVIEWS    OF    PAMPHLETS    AND    JOURNALS 


E  have  received  the  first  copy  of  a 
monthly  journal  published  by  the 
Wycliffe  Society  for  Helping  the 
Blind,  and  called  "  The  Twentieth 
Century  Herald  of  the  Blind." 
Intended  primarily  to  make  known 
the  work  and  aims  of  the  Wycliffe 
Society,  the  journal  is  designed,  as 
its  leading  article  informs  us,  "  to 
specifically  advocate  its  claims  to 
the  help  of  the  community  in 
carrying  out  the  latest  development  of  that 
work — namely,  the  establishment  of  a  Cottage 
Hospital  and  Home  of  Rest  for  Convalescent 
Blind  of  the  City  and  County." 

A  plan  of  the  buildings  which  it  is  proposed 
to  erect  is  contained  in  the  pages  of  this  issue. 
Matters  of  local  and  institutional  interest  are 
discussed,  and  there  are  also  articles  dealing 
with  the  blind  world  in  general. 

The  journal  is  edited  and  published  by  Mr. 
Edwin  Crew,  President,  on  behalf  of  the 
Wycliffe  Society  for  Helping  the  Blind,  44 
Tennyson  Street,  Leicester.  The  price  is  2/6 
per  annum,  post  free. 

*  *  * 

BOARD    OF    EDUCATION 

Special  Services  Regulations,    1925 

In  our  last  issue  we  noted  briefly  that  the 

Board  of  Education  had  substituted  one  set  of 

Regulations  for  the  following  : — 

The    Regulations    for    Nursery    Schools, 

Grant  Regulations  No.  6. 
The  Board  of  Education  (Healthy  Phy- 
sical    and     Mental     Development     of 
Children,  Elementary  Education)  Regu- 
lations, Grant  Regulations  No.  19. 
The  Board  of  Education  (Higher  Edu- 
cation, Medical  Inspection  and  Treat- 
ment) Regulations,  Grant  Regulations 
No.   20. 
The   Board    of  Education    (Training   of 
Blind,    etc.,     Students,    Higher    Edu- 
cation) Regulations,  Grant  Regulations, 
No.  21. 
The  simplified  account  of  the  Regulations 
contained  in  this  pamphlet  should  prove  helpful 
both  to  Local  Education  Authorities  and  to 
Voluntary  Managers  of  Schools  and  Institu- 
tions, and  a  brief  outline  may  be  acceptable 
to  our  readers. 

After  some  introductory  matter  concerning 
the  grants  payable  in  respect  of  the  afore- 
mentioned special  services,  a  detailed  account 


is  given  of  the  rules  which  govern  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  school  medical  officer  and  other 
medical  officials,  and  of  the  teaching  and  other 
staff.  The  chapter  following  deals  with  the 
medical  inspection  of  school  children,  which 
includes  the  following  up  of  cases  of  defect, 
the  detection  and  prevention  of  uncleanliness 
and  the  medical  treatment  of  defects  of  eyes, 
teeth  and  minor  ailments.  Further  information 
on  this  subject  is  given  in  the  following 
chapters,  and  the  special  conditions  applicable 
to  the  provision  of  meals  under  Section  82  of 
the  Education  Act,  1921,  is  then  dealt  with, 
as  well  as  matter  relating  to  Physical  Training, 
Play  Centres  and  Nursery  Schools. 

With  regard  to  the  special  conditions  applic- 
able to  Elementary  Schools  for  the  Blind,  Deaf, 
Defective  and  Epileptic  Children,  we  quote 
the  following  : — 

"  Special  Schools  may  be  certified  :  (1)  as 
day  schools  ;  (2)  as  boarding  schools  in  which 
children  are  boarded,  lodged  and  taught  ;  or 
(3)  as  homes  in  which  children  taught  in  Special 
Schools  are  boarded  and  lodged. 

"  No  child  may  be  admitted  or  retained  in  a 
Special  School  if  he  does  not  belong  to  the 
type  of  child  for  which  the  school  is  designed, 
or  if  he  cannot  be  instructed  in  the  school 
without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  other 
children. 

"  No  child  may  be  admitted  to  a  Special 
School  under  two  years  of  age,  and  no  child 
may  be  retained  there  after  the  end  of  the  term 
in  which  he  completes  1 6  years  of  age 

"  Before  admission  to  a  Special  School  a 
child  must  be  certified  to  belong  to  the  type  of 
child  for  which  the  school  is  designed  by  a 
medical  practitioner 

"  Adequate  provision  must  be  made  for  the 
medical  inspection,  supervision  and  treatment 
of  the  children,  including  provision  for  the 
examination  of  the  children  by  a  medical 
practitioner  possessing  special  experience  of 
the  particular  defect  from  which  the  children 
suffer." 

As  regards  the  full-time  course  of  Higher 
Education  for  blind,  deaf,  defective  and  epi- 
leptic students,  the  course  must  be  "  a  full 
time  course  of  such  duration  as  the  Board  may 
require  in  preparation  for  a  trade  and  must  give 
progressive  instruction  in  all  suitable  branches 
of  the  trade,  instruction  in  general  subjects  and 
appropriate  physical  training 
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"  The  instruction  of  students  must  be 
organised  apart  from  the  employment  of 
workers 

"  No  student  may,  without  the  permission 
of  the  Board,  be  admitted  to  a  course  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  take  the  whole  of  the  course, 
or  attend  any  secular  instruction  not  forming 
part  of  a  course. 

"  Students  who  have  not  previously  attended 
Special  Schools  may  be  admitted  to  the  course 
if  they  are  likely  to  profit  thereby,  but  no 
student  may  be  admitted  to  the  course  or 
allowed  to  continue  in  attendance  who  is  un- 
fitted so  to  profit." 

Further  information  with  respect  to  the 
grant  payable  for  children  in  Special  Schools 
in  respect  of  each  unit  of  average  attendance  is 
as  follows  : — 

(a)  £8  i  os.  od.  in  a  day  school  for  blind 
and  deaf  children. 

(b)  -£\G  i os.  od.  in  a  boarding  school  for 
blind  and  deaf  children. 

The  grant  payable  in  respect  of  students  at 

courses  of  higher  education  for  blind,  deaf, 

defective  and  epileptic  students  will  be  : — 

(i)  £8  ios.  od.  per  annum  for  each  unit 

of  average  attendance  in  a  day  school  ; 

and 

(2)  £16  ios.  od.  per  annum  for  each  unit 

of  average  attendance  in  a  boarding 

school. 

The   Regulations   came  into   operation    on 

April    1st,    1925,   and  as   from  that   date  the 

Regulations  enumerated  above  were  repealed. 

The  pamphlet,  of  which  we  have  quoted  only 

a    small   portion,    is    obtainable   from    H.M. 

Stationery  Office,  Adastral  House,  Kingsway 

London,     W.C.2,     and    other    branches,     or 

through  any  bookseller,  price  5d. 


A   BLIND    RECTOR 

THE  REV.  C.  F.  WAUDBY,  the  blind 
curate  of  Neepsend,  Sheffield,  has  been 
offered,  and  has  accepted,  the  rectorship  of  St. 
John's,  Inverness,  Scotland.  It  is  probable 
that  he  will  take  up  his  new  position  shortly 
after  Easter. 

Educated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  and 
ordained  in  19 14,  Mr.  Waudby  was  licensed 
to  a  country  parish  in  Sussex.  He  came  to 
Sheffield  at  Christmas,  19 16,  and  will  be  much 
missed  by  the  parishioners,  by  whom  he  was 
greatly  admired.  He  was  prominently  asso- 
ciated with  the  Sheffield  Blind  Institution. 


RECENT    ADDITIONS    TO    THE 
NATIONAL    LIBRARY     FOR    THE    BLIND 

FICTION. 

Barr,  R.     Jennie  Baxter — Journalist       .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Benson,  E.  F.     David  Blaize         .  .  .  .  . .  5  vols. 

Benson,  Stella.     Living  Alone       .  .  .  .  . .  3  vols. 

Bowen,  M.     Burning  Glass  .  .  .  .  . .  5  vols. 

Broster,  D.  K.     Mr.  Rowl 6  vols. 

Fletcher,  J.  S.     Wrychester  Paradise      .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Grey,  Zane.     Roaring  U.P.  Trail  6  vols. 

Hardy,  T.     Trumpet  Major  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

Harker,  L.  Allen.     Reallv  Romantic  Age  .  .  3  vols. 

Hill,  C.     Can  these  things  be  ?      . .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Hungerford,  Mrs.     Molly  Bawn    .  .  .  .  .  .  7  vols. 

Hutten,  Baroness  von.     Mothers-in-law  .  .  4  vols. 

Ibanez,  V.  B.    Four  Horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse  7  vols. 

Johnson,  Mary.     Admiral  of  the  Ocean-Sea       . .  5  vols. 

Kaye-Smith,  S.     Sussex  Gorse      .  .  .  .  .  .  7  vols. 

Kipling,  R.     Land  and  Sea  Tales  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Packard,  F.  L.     Wire  Devils         .  .  .  .  . .  4  vols. 

Phillpotts,  Eden.     Cheat-the-Boys  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Sabatini,  R.     Historical  Nights'   Entertainment 

Series  1      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

Sabatini,  R.     Gates  of  Doom        .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Swinnerton,  F.     Young  Felix        .  .  .  .  .  .  7  vols. 

Tenison,  Miss  E.  M.     Undiscovered  Island         .  .  3  vols. 

Wallace,  E.     Bones  of  the  River  .  .      . .  3  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Anson,  F.     Spiritual  Healing        .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Barrie,  Sir  J.  M.     Mary  Rose  :  a  play     .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Burton,  M.  E.     Women  Workers  of  the  Orient .  .  3  vols. 

Caird,  J.     Fundamental  Ideas  of  Christianity  .  .  6  vols. 

Dickinson,  G.  Lowes.     Greek  View  of  Life         .  .  4  vols. 

Drinkwater,  J.     Patriotism  in  Literature  .  .  3  vols. 

Epictetus  (trans.  T.  W.  Rolleston).    Encheiridion  3  vols. 

Fletcher,  C.  R.  L.  Introductory  History  of 
England,    Part    V.,    from    Waterloo    to    1880 

("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  ")    .  .  .  .  .  .  9  vols. 

Gaye,  S.     Great  World's  Farm     .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

"  Gentleman  with  a  Duster."    Conservative  Mind  2  vols. 

Gibson,  C.  R.     Wonders  of  Modern  Manufacture  2  vols. 

Gosse,  Edmund.     Sir  Thomas  Browne    .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Gough,  C.  W.     Wealth  and  Work  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Hutton,  R.  H.  Aspects  of  Religious  and  Scien- 
tific Thought         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

Jacobs,    J.     Geographical    Discovery    ("  E.    W. 

Austin  Memorial  ")  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Keble,  John.     Sermons  for  Advent  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Moses,  W.  S.     Spirit  Teachings     .  .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Sales,  St.  Francis  de.     On  the  Love  of  God        .  .  3  vols. 

Walpole,  Bishop  G.  H.  S.     Visions  and  Judgments  2  vols. 

Waterton,  C.     Essays  on  Natural  History  .  .  4  vols. 

Worsley-Benison,  H.  W.  S.     Nature's  Fairy  Land  2  vols. 

Young,  A.     Travels  in  France  ("  E.  W.  Austin 

Memorial  ")  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9  vols. 

GRADE   I. 

Austin,  Jane.     Love  and  Friendship        .  .  . .  3  vols. 

GRADE   III. 

Scott,  M.     Tom  Cringler's  Log 9  vols. 


ESPERANTO. 

Briiggemann,  K.     Dua  Legolibreto  . .  . .      2  vol 
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Progress. — Science  from  a 'Bus  Top — The  Blind  in  Industry 
— Clever  Blind  Ants  of  South  America — The  Barn  (Poem) 
— Wireless  for  the  Blind,  VI — Intellect  Sharpeners — 
National  Library  for  the  Blind — Matters  of  the  Moment — 
Our  Prize  Competitions — Advertisements — The  Remote 
Origin  of  All  Fools'  Day — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The 
Question  Box — French  Page — The  Return — Tops  at  Lent. 
Insets — Chess  Supplement  :  Home  Occupations  for  the 
Blind  :  Cane  and  Bead  Table  Mats  ;  Knitted  Jersey  ; 
Gaiters  ;  Devvdrop  Edging.  (Subscription :  Inland  and 
abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Broadcasting  and  Literature — 
Internationalism  at  the  Hague — Ballade  of  Modern 
Dancing  (Poem) — Independence  Day  :  A  Sketch-Book — 
Transcription  of  Correspondence  for  the  Blind — Reviews 
in  Verse — National  Library  for  the  Blind — Prize 
Competition — Quebec — A  Leopard  Story  from  South 
Africa.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Violins  and  Violin  Critics — Prac- 
tical Plainsong — Organ  Composition  Prize — Music  at  the 
National  Institute — Notes  and  News  Concerning  the  Blind 
— Advertisements — R.C.O.  Examination  Pieces — Obituary: 
Moszkozcski  ;  De  Reszke.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music 
Reviews.  Insets — Piano  :  "  La  Coquette,"  by  Nellie 
Owen  ;  Organ  :  Choral  Prelude  on  "  Melcombe,"  by 
Parry.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Some  Talks  on 
Music  :  Introductory — The  Crab  that  took  in  Lodgers — 
(Little  Folks) — To  a  Poet  a  Thousand  Years  Hence  (Poem) 
— Told  in  Playtime — Prize  Competition — Aden  (Chil- 
dren's Newspaper) — Cross-Word  Puzzle,  No.  2 — Silk 
without  Silkworms  (John  o'  London's  Weekly) — Clues  to 
Cross-Word  Puzzles — The  Island  Builders  of  the  Sea  (My 
Magazine) — Learning  to  Forecast  the  Weather  ((Boys'  and 
Girls'  Picture  Newspaper).  (Subscription,  Inland  and 
abroad,  3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Channels  of  Blessing. — John  the  Baptist — The  Coven- 
ant and  Confidence  of  Faith — Notes  and  Meditations  on 
Church  History — The  Wayside  Rock — Our  letter  from 
India — Russia's  Spiritual  Awakening — Through  Fire  and 
Hood — Notes  on  Amos — A  lesson  from  the  Camel — 
Prayer  Union — "  Listening-in  " — With  Christ  in  the 
School  of  Prayer. 

Santa  Lucia. — The  Real  Edward  VII  (John  o'  London's 
Weekly) — Germany's  Little  Great  Man — The  King  behind 
the  King    (Chapters  XVI-XVII,  by  Warwick  Deeping — 


Zoo  Notes — National  Library  for  the  Blind — Lord  Curzon 
as  I  knew  him — Thought  for  the  Month — Oldest  Tribe  in 
Arctic  Regions — Human  Pincushion — Unconscious  Sar- 
casm.   (Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — ■ 
George  Eliot — Statics — Cross-Word  Puzzle,  No.  4 — Result 
of  Letter-Juggling  Competition — Correspondence — The 
Poet's  Corner — International  Notes — Advertisements  and 
General  Notices — Our  Information  Bureau — Acts  of 
Kindness.  Literary  Supplement :  "  Charles  Lamb  "  ; 
"  Some  Interesting  Biographical  Notes."  Music  Supple- 
ment :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  In  an  Old-Fashioned  Town," 
by  A.  B.  Cooper  ;  Song  :  "  Dream  o'  Day  Jill,"  by  Ed. 
German.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Seeker. — Editorial — Hindoo  Religion,  1 :  Histori- 
cal Sketch,  by  W.  Loftus  Hare — Mystic  Immanence : 
Infinite  Immanent  Mind,  by  the  Ven.  Basil  Wilberforce — 
Tutankhamen  and  his  Father-in-Law,  by  Walter  Owen — 
Te  Deum,  Laudamus  (Poem),  by  E.  A.  Gardner — 
Prophecy,  by  Rev  F.  C.  Montague  Powell — A  Transaction 
of  the  Christian  Mystic  Lodge — Tauler  (Poem)  by  John 
Greenleaf  Whittier. 


The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,   inland   and  abroad.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  evefy  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives'-  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

Moon  Magazine. — The  Man  who  got  through,  by  Fred  M. 
White  (Windsor  Magazine) — The  Quest,  by  William 
Freeman  (John  o'  London's  Weekly) — Odd  Expedients  of 
Human  Commerce — Taking  the  Chair — The  Zoo's  Birth- 
day— The  Story  of  a  Penny.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


Knock  Frame   for  Chair  Caning. 

Supplies  of  the  above  frame  are  available  at  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street, 
price  4/-,  carriage  extra. 

For  the  Holidays. 

"  Clivera,"  5  Stanley  Road,  Cliftonville.  A  homely  boarding- 
house.  Every  comfort,  good  table  and  personal  attention. 
Two  minutes  from  the  Oval  and  sea.  Two  to  three  guineas 
per  week,  inclusive.     Recommended  by  N.I.B.  officials. 


Young  B.A.,  Oxford,  specialised  in  History,  seeks  employ- 
ment as  Teacher.  Apply :  The  Secretary,  G.W.B., 
257-8  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London,  W.l. 

Venetian  Writing  Frames.  For  the  Use  of  Blind  People- 
These  frames,  with  which  either  pen  or  pencil  can  be  used, 
take  quarto  sheets  of  paper,  and  are  obtainable  at  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland 
Street,  London,  W.l.  Price  2/6  each,  postage  extra. 
Catalogue  No.  9194. 
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EMBOSSED 


Physical  Map  of  England  and  Wales 


Size:   22  ins.  by  18  ins. 

Weight  of  map  :  About  1-  lbs. 

Weight  of  map  in  case:  About  5  lbs. 


THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  has  a  stock  of  these  new  and 
improved  maps  of  England  and  Wales  only.  The  cost  of  producing  these  maps  is 
us.  6d.  each,  but  in  view  of  their  great  value  to  all  educational  establishments  for  the  blind 
it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  very  generous  discount  to  purchasers.  A  limited  number 
of  maps  are  now  ready  for  sale  at 

3/-    NETT.       Postage  or  Carriage  extra. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  map  is  in  very  bold  relief,  and  shows  the  principal 
towns,   rivers,    mountain   ranges,  etc.,  together   with   latitude    and    longitude   measurements. 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

f...  ,u_  r>i,_  j     ->-.<    r.    o  r~>    n— n —  A  c- <    T  __  j  — .    Mr  1 


^a. 


^ 


C71y<^ 


BEACON 

A  MAGAZINE  DEVOTED 
INTERESTS   OF  THE  BLIND 


^^NV^\\T\V^TTTTllTTTTTyTTnTTTTTTTrTmTTTTrTTMTTfTfyrfrfrrrrfrf7V/AV//////^ 


CONTENTS 


Blind  Persons  Bill        

Reviews    of   Books,  Pamphlets,  etc.... 

Personalities  in  the  World  of  the  Blind  : 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Hedger,  J.P. 

Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind... 

Home  Industries  Advisory  Committee 


PAGE 


Choosing  a  Career — The  Future  of 
the  Blind  Child,  by  Percy  L. 
Way,  C.S.M.M.G.,  F.R.C.O. 

An  Exchange  of  Blind  Pupils 
Sunshine  House,  Leamington 
Films  for  the  Blind      ... 


^wwwmwwwMimnmiimmH 


DPI  IDC 


DPI  IDI  IDI  IDC 


DPI  IDC 


3D!       .      'DETl 

P 


rppi tat= 

a  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR   THE   BLIND  □ 

i^ni ii — ii         in  ni  -11 — ii  ipr-H 

||||||||||||l||||||||||||||||||||  New   Publications       °|||||||||||||F 

LJziPI — ii  i|~l'  mi  inr         ini —  11 — inHl 

MUSIC 

The   prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles,  and  to   a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the   blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church —  s.   d. 

6493     "  Te  Deum  "  in  G,  by  R.  P.  Stewart  (Vertical  score)  

Forward  !  be  our  Watchword  "  (Processional  Anthem  for  Children's  Voices),  by  Hugh  Blair 


6494 

6495  "  Lift  up  your  Heads  "  (Anthem),  by  J.  L.  Hopkins  (Vertical  score) 
Organ — 

6496  "  Toccatina  and  In-Voluntary,"  by  Harvey  Grace  (Bar  by  bar) 

6497  Pieces  in  different  styles,  Book  6,  Op.  20,  Premiere  Meditation  in  A  ;  Deuxieme  Meditation  in  F  sharp  minor 

in  B  flat,  by  Guilmant  (Bar  by  bar) 

6498  "  Romanza  "  in  E  flat,  from  "  La  Reine  de  France,"  by  Haydn  (arranged  by  Pearce)  (Bar  by  bar) 

6499  "  Marche  Nuptiale  "  in  D,  by  F.  de  la  Tombell  (Bar  by  bar)         

6500  "  Andante  "  in  C,  by  S.  S.  Wesley  (Bar  by  bar)       .  .  .7  

Piano — 

6501  "  Rondo  "  in  B  minor,  by  Philipp  Eman.  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

6502  "  Sonata  "  No.  2,  in  A,  Op.  2,  No.  2,  by  Beethoven,  Macpherson's  edition  (Bar  by  bar) 

6503  "  Joan  of  Arc  "  (Nine  Miniatures),  by  Leslie  Fly  (Bar  by  bar) 

6504  "  Kaleidoscope  "  (Twelve  Short  Pieces),  Op.  18,  by  Eugene  Goosens  (Bar  by  bar) 

6505  "  The  Wandering  Fiddler,"  by  Eric  Grant  (Bar  by  bar) 

6506  "  Silver  Bells  and  Cockle  Shells,"  by  J.  Harrison  (Bar  by  bar) 

6507  "  The  Chimney  Corner  "  (Ten  Easy  Pieces),  by  M.  E.  Marshall  (Bar  by  bar) 

6508  "  Four  Norwegian  Humoresques,"  by  F.  Mullen  (Bar  by  bar) 

6509  "  Caprice  "  (in  the  style  of  Scarlatti),  Op.  14,  No.  3,  by  Paderewski  (Bar  by  bar)         

6510  "  Papillons  "  (Butterflies),  Op.  2,  by  Schumann  (Bar  by  bar) 

6511  "  Deux  Morceaux  :  No.  1,  Desir  ;  No.  2,  Caresse  dansee,"  Op.  57,  by  A.  Scriabine  (Bar  by  bar) 
Dance — 

6512  "  Eat  More  Fruit,"  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Rule  and  H.  Stogden  (Bar  by  bar)  

6513  "  Love  is  just  a  Gamble,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Cobey  Selvin  and  Mills  (Bar  by  bar) 
Songs — 

6514  "  There's  another  Little  Girl  Fm  Fond  of  "  (E  flat,  Compass  E  to  F'),  by  T.  C.  Sterndale  Bennett   .  . 

6515  "  Should  he  Upbraid  "  (G,  Compass  D  to  G'),  by  H.  R.  Bishop  

6516  "  In  the  Whirl  of  a  Dance  "  (E  flat,  Compass  D  to  G'),  by  Herbert  Oliver 

6517  "  Beating  Home  "  (A  flat,  Compass  C  to  F'),  by  W.  Sanderson 

6518  "  And  so.  I  made  a  Villanelle  "  (G,  Compass  D  to  E'),  by  Cyril  Scott 

6519  "  I  will  arise,"  Tenor  Solo  from  "  The  Prodigal  Son  "  (C,  Compass  E  to  G'),  by  Sullivan 
Duet — 

6520  "  Love  Divine  !  all  Love  Excelling,"  for  Soprano  and  Tenor,  from  the  "  Daughter  of  Jairus,"  by  Stainer 
Four-Part  Song — 

6521  "  O  lovely  May  "  (S.A.T.B.),  by  Edward  German 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Religious — 
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5728     Isaiah,  Vol.  1       .  . 

5729        .,      Vol.  2 

> 

5730        „      Vol.  3      . . 

Fiction — 

6294     The  Red  Cockade,  Vol.  1,  Stan 

ey  Weyman  . . 

6295                  „               Vol.  2 

,. 

6296                  .,               Vol.  3 

6299     Wood  Magic,  Vol.  1,  Jefferies 

6300             .,           Vol.  2        ,. 

6301             „           Vol.  3 

.  . 
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BLIND    PERSONS    BILL 


N  Friday,  May  8th,  Mr.  Robert 
Young  (Newton,  Labour)  moved 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  which 
was  intended  to  amend  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920.  He  said  that 
although  there  was  only  a  com- 
paratively small  number  of  blind 
persons  in  the  country,  they  were 
sufficiently  numerous  to  make  it 
incumbent  on  the  House  to  take 
action  to  place  on  the  community 
the  responsibility  of  providing  sustenance  for 
those  who  were  incapable  of  looking  after 
themselves,  training  for  those  who  were 
capable  of  being  trained,  work  for  those  who 
had  been  trained,  and  sustenance  for  those 
who,  by  reason  of  their  disability,  had  grown 
prematurely  old.  The  work  of  St.  Dunstan's 
had  shown  what  blind  persons  could  learn  to 
do,  and  he  would  not  attempt  to  minimise  or 
belittle  the  work  which  had  been  done  by 
voluntary  organisations.  But  those  organi- 
sations, by  their  work  and  experience,  and  by 
the  information  they  had  collected,  fully 
demonstrated  the  clamant  need  of  tackling  the 
problem  of  the  blind  by  municipal  and  national 
organisation  and  assistance.  The  Blind  Persons 
Act  of  1920  was  the  first  step  towards  co- 
ordinating the  work  of  the  voluntary  organi- 
sations. It  imposed  on  local  authorities  the 
duty  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and 
of  providing  workshops,  homes  and  hostels. 
It  also  gave  pensions  to  blind  people  at  50. 
The  Act  did  not  go  far  enough,  and  the  present 
Bill,  which  was  a  non-party  measure,  provided 
that  any  blind  person  of  16  years  and  upwards, 


unable  to  obtain  employment  in  any  workshop 
or  place  provided  and  maintained  by  the  local 
authority  in  whose  area  he  resided,  should 
receive  25/-  per  week  so  long  as  he  was  un- 
employed. The  promoters  of  the  Bill  were  not 
anxious  merely  that  he  should  get  this  money, 
but  to  impose  on  the  local  authority  the  duty 
of  seeing  that  all  those  capable  of  working 
should  obtain  employment  at  a  rate  of  pay  not 
less  than  the  average  standard  rate  for  un- 
skilled labourers  in  the  particular  district. 
County  councils  and  councils  of  county 
boroughs  would  be  responsible  for  providing 
workshops  and  institutions  for  the  blind. 
There  were  at  present  3,000  blind  persons  in 
the  workhouses,  and  these  should  be  removed 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Captain  Fraser  (St.  Pancras,  N.,  U.)  said 
the  Bill  must  be  a  party  measure  when  it  in- 
cluded the  principle,  which  the  mover  must 
have  known  in  advance  would  be  inacceptable 
to  the  majority  of  members,  of  municipalising 
all  the  enterprises  and  institutions  which  cared 
for  the  blind.  While,  however,  they  did  not 
desire  to  municipalise  these  institutions,  they 
were  just  as  sympathetic  towards  the  blind  as 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill.  If  the  debate  that 
afternoon  could  be  prolonged,  no  doubt  it 
would  be  shown  that  on  all  sides  of  the  House 
there  was  a  general  desire  to  do  something  in 
this  matter.  Yet  they  were  bound  to  disagree 
about  method,  and  if  the  question  were  forced 
to  a  division,  he  feared  that  no  useful  result, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  blind,  would 
immediately  arise.  Having  regard  to  the 
general  desire  in  all  parts  of  the  House  to  do 
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something  for  the  blind,  he  asked  the  Minister 
of  Health  to  set  up  a  Select  Committee  to 
examine  what  had  been  done  under  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  to  see  whether  local 
authorities  had  done  their  best  or  not,  and  to 
make  recommendations  as  to  how  Parliament 
could  help  blind  people. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood,  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary, Ministry  of  Health  (Woolwich,  W.)  said 
the  Government  shared  in  the  general  desire 
to  do  everything  possible  to  make  the  lot  of 
blind  people  better  and  happier,  and  he  agreed 
that  this  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  non-party 
matter.  He  wished,  however,  that  the  mover 
of  the  Bill  had  been  able  to  confer  with 
members  of  the  other  parties.  The  implica- 
tion that  this  was  the  same  Bill  as  that  intro- 
duced last  year  was  entirely  unfounded.  For 
the  first  time  the  extraordinary  and  peculiar 
principle  had  been  introduced  in  the  Bill  that 
every  blind  person  over  16  years  of  age  who 
was  unable  to  obtain  employment  in  any  work- 
shop or  other  place  should,  so  long  as  he 
remained  unemployed,  receive  25/-  a  week 
from  the  local  authority.  The  cost  to  the 
Exchequer  under  the  Act  now  on  the  Statute 
Book  was  £467,000  a  year,  and  it  was  estimated 
that  the  present  Bill,  if  passed,  would  mean 
additional  commitments  by  the  local  authorities 
of  £1,400,000  per  annum.  A  letter  had  been 
received  that  morning  from  the  Association 
of  Municipal  Corporations  in  which  it  was 
stated  that,  "  altogether  apart  from  the  merits 
of  the  Bill,  it  is  a  gross  abuse  of  Parliamentary 
procedure  that  a  Bill  involving  a  heavy  charge 
upon  the  rates  should  be  put  down  for  second 
reading  in  the  House  of  Commons  two  days 
after  the  prints  had  been  in  circulation."  The 
secretary  of  the  association  added  that,  so  far 
as  he  knew,  no  local  authorities  had  been  con- 
sulted upon  the  Bill,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  grotesque  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
approve  its  principle  without  giving  them  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  views.  The 
second  principle  in  the  Bill,  that  the  local 
authorities  themselves  should  provide  and 
maintain  workshops  for  blind  people,  would 
very  seriously  affect  the  voluntary  organisations 
who  were  doing  excellent  and  increasing  work 
on  behalf  of  the  blind.  At  present  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  local  authorities  to  make  arrange- 
ments— which  was  quite  a  different  matter — 
for  blind  people,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Minister  of  Health,  and  to  contribute  towards 
the  cost.  During  1923  the  voluntary  organi- 
sations   in    aid    of   the    blind    had    received 


£378,000.  In  his  opinion  the  care  of  the  blind 
was  a  matter  for  three  parties — the  State,  local 
authorities,  and  voluntary  agencies.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  Bill  that  blind  persons  unable  to 
obtain  employment  should  receive  25/-  a  week 
was  condemned  by  the  Advisory  Committee 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  tend  to  mitigate  individual  effort 
on  the  part  of  blind  persons.  He  thought  ex- 
cellent service  was  being  performed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  dealing  generally  with 
the  problem  of  the  diminution  of  the  number 
of  persons  born  blind  or  who  became  blind  up 
to  the  age  of  five.  In  those  circumstances, 
the  Government  could  not  recommend  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Replying  to  the  point  raised  by  Captain 
Fraser,  the  Minister  said  that  the  suggestion 
to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  would  receive 
consideration,  but  he  would  remind  the  Hon. 
Member  for  North  St.  Pancras  that  this  duty 
could  quite  easily  and  effectively  be  performed 
by  the  existing  Advisory  Committee  on  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Mr.  Rhys  Davies  (Westhoughton,  Labour) 
supporting  the  Bill,  said  that  as  charity  had 
completely  failed  to  deal  with  the  blind,  the 
good  work  must  be  taken  up  by  the  general 
community  through  the  municipalities. 

Mr.  Raine  (Sunderland,  U.),  who  had  a 
motion  on  the  paper  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill,  was  speaking  at  4  o'clock,  when  under 
the  rules  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

The   House    stood   adjourned   immediately 

afterwards. 

*         *  * 

In  a  letter  to  the  Manchester  Guardian, 
Mr.  Purse  said  : — 

".  .  .  .  This  so-called  amending  Bill  contains 
three  clauses,  the  first  of  which  provides  a  sum 
of  £1  5  s.  per  week  for  all  blind  persons  over 
16  years  of  age  who  are  unemployed  or  un- 
employable. But  there  are  many  indigent 
people  who  are  even  more  handicapped  than 
the  blind,  who  consequently  are  entitled  to  no 
less  favourable  treatment,  and  whose  case  is 
no  less  urgent 

"Clause  2  proposes  to  place  the  entire  respon- 
sibility for  the  employment  of  blind  workers 
on  the  rates,  which  means,  in  effect,  that  such 
special  workshops  as  exist  for  their  occupation 
should  not  merely  be  rate-aided  institutions, 
but  should  be  entirely  supported  from  the 
resources  of  local  authorities.  Moreover,  such 
authorities  are  to  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
county  council  or   county   borough   rate   of 
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wages,  the  basic  proposal  being  that  the  blind 
should  receive  the  same  remuneration  as  is  paid 
to  able-bodied  workers  employed  by  the  above- 
named  authorities.  Such  an  arrangement  would 
impose  a  considerable  burden  on  certain  areas, 
whilst  it  would  not  contribute  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  the  development  or  encouragement 
of  the  productive  capacity  of  the  sightless 
artisan.  Though  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
appear  to  have  abandoned  the  principle  of 
insistence  on  a  national  minimum  wage,  they 
are  seeking  to  obtain  the  same  result  by  more 
indirect  means.  But  wherever  the  principle  of 
the  minimum  wage  has  been  capable  of  being 
applied  to  sightless  workers  the  results  have 
been  disastrous  ;  for  invariably  it  reduces  the 
earning  capacity  of  such  workers  to  a  negli- 
gible quantity.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  quite 
safe  to  say  that  in  institutions  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  blind  where  very  high  rates  of 
augmentation  of  wages  prevail  or  where 
minimum  wages  are  paid,  production  persis- 
tently declines.  Indeed,  our  great  fear  is  that 
unless  some  incentive  is  provided  for  these 
workers  the  industrial  establishments  will 
ultimately  become  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
relief  stations.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
take  cognisance  of  the  financial  burden  which 
must  be  imposed  if  such  proposals  are  enter- 
tained, and  we  can  but  examine  the  situation 
in  the  light  of  the  following  facts. 

"For  a  very  long  period  the  institutions  in 
Scotland  have  had  recourse  to  the  system  of 
paying  set  wages,  irrespective  of  the  earning 
capacity  of  the  blind  employees  ;  and  it  should 
be  noted  that  where  these  minimum  wages 
vary  in  amount  the  lowest  economic  earnings 
prevail  where  the  highest  gratuities  are  paid. 
From  August  ist,  1923,  to  March  31st,  1924, 
the  Glasgow  Institution  for  the  Blind  paid  in 
wages  £4,92  5  8s.  5  d., and  during  the  same  period 
the  augmentation  of  wages  grant  amounted 
to  £9,233  19s.  4d.  At  the  Edinburgh  Institu- 
tion from  April  ist,  1923,  to  March  31st,  1924, 
economic  wages  earned  amounted  to  £3,430 
19s.  4d.,  whereas  the  subsidies  reached 
£10,237  6s.  6d.  At  Dundee,  during  the 
same  period,  the  wages  earned  amounted  to 
£3,254  4s.  8d.,  and  the  subsidy  provided  was 
£3,159  8s.  8d.  In  like  manner  the  Aberdeen 
workshops  paid  in  wages  £2,399  1%S-  iod., 
and  in  subsidies  £2,652    10s.  iod. 

"It  will  thus  be  seen  that  to  make  a  transfer 
at  the  present  time  from  voluntary  control  to 
municipal  management  will  involve  a  very 
considerable  increase  in  expenditure  without 


securing  to  the  ratepayers  a  vestige  of  added 
efficiency  in  business  management.  Indeed, 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
contrary  would  ensue,  because  in  the  absence 
of  responsibility  for  providing  wage  payments 
there  would  be  a  disposition  to  accept  the  new 
order  of  things  more  complacently,  and  to 
make  no  appreciable  effort  to  secure  business. 
"Clause  3  is  of  no  very  great  importance, 
because  it  merely  restates  a  provision  which 
can  now  be  put  into  operation  if  those  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  voluntary  institutions 
and  the  local  authorities  are  disposed  to  agree 
upon  the  transfer  from  private  control  to 
public  management. 

"It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  is  capable  of  practical 
amendment  in  definitely  ascertained  directions. 
We  need  to  give  the  municipalities  increased 
powers  to  deal  with  preventable  forms  of 
blindness,  which  is,  after  all,  the  most  important 
aspect  of  the  problem.  We  can  also  do  some- 
thing to  reduce  the  number  of  organisations 
and  generally  co-ordinate  the  work.  But  I  am 
convinced  that  no  useful  purpose  can  imme- 
diately be  served  by  adopting  proposals  such 
as  those  made  in  the  Bill  to  which  reference 
is  here  made.  Yours,  etc., 

Ben  Purse, 
Hon.   General  Secretary,  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  In- 
dustrial Blind  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland." 

<%> 

SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
JULY,  1925 

THE  next  examination  for  Gardner  Trust 
Scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  £40, 
tenable  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19,  will  be  held 
on  the  4th  and  6th  July.  Candidates  must  have 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen  on  or  before  the 
date  of  the  examination,  must  have  resided  in 
England  or  Wales  for  the  last  five  years  and  be 
intending  to  remain  resident.  Application 
should  be  made  to  the  Principal  on  or  before 
Monday,  June  15th,  and  the  forms,  properly 
filled  in  and  completed,  returned  to  the 
College  before  June  22nd,  or  the  candidate's 
name  will  not  be  placed  on  the  list. 

«#» 

At  the  recent  Medical  Electricity  exami- 
nation Florence  Hutton  (Ramsgate)  and  Arthur 
Butterworth  (Blackpool)  successfully  qualified. 
Both  are  students  of  the  School  of  Massage. 
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REVIEWS    OF   BOOKS,   PAMPHLETS,    ETC. 


FICTION 


T 


HE  SHIP  BEAUTIFUL"*— a  delight- 
ful book — is  the  work  of  Charles  Allen, 
a  blind  author.  It  tells  how  a  blind  man  and 
his  little  nephew,  who  is  his  companion,  guide 
and  friend,  weave  together  the  story  of  a  boy 
who  sets  out  on  a  Great  Adventure  in  a  wooden 
ship — The  Ship  Beautiful.  He  has  been 
summoned  across  the  water  to  right  the  wrongs 
done  by  an  evil  genius  on  the  inhabitants  of 
an  island  city.  With  the  help  of  a  lovely 
maiden  the  youthful  hero  destroys  the  evil 
power  together  with  the  city  itself,  neither 
does  his  sword  rest  in  his  hand  until  he  has 
left  the  islanders  at  work  on  a  new  and  glorious 
town.  Side  by  side  with  this  tale  of  chivalry 
and  high  adventure  runs  that  of  the  blind 
story-teller  and  his  little  collaborator.  We 
are  given  delightful  glimpses  of  the  blind  man's 
life  in  his  shack  in  New  Zealand  ;  we  listen 
to  the  heart-to-heart  talks  with  his  delightful 
little  nephew  who  possesses  that  "  almost 
uncanny  gift  of  tact  granted  to  certain  folk, 
a  gift  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  age  or 
experience."  We  hear  of  a  broken  love-story. 
We  glimpse  the  workings  of  a  strong  and 
beautiful  mind.  The  reader — man,  woman  or 
child — who  takes  up  this  book,  will  find  it 
difficult  to  lay  it  down  again.  It  is  a  child's 
book  and  a  romance — a  fairy-story  and  an 
allegory — what  you  will.  Mr.  Justin  Huntly 
McCarthy  has  written  a  preface,  and  in  this 
he  says  :  "  This  wonder-story  ...  is  a  delight- 
ful creation,  imaginative,  fantastic,  humorous, 
delicately  rendered  in  poetic  thought.  It 
should  delight  all  who  love  the  chronicles  of 
fairyland  and  the  music  of  Oberon's  horn." 

*         *         * 
PAMPHLET 

IN  a  recently-issued  pamphlet  on  Physical 
Training  in  Schools,  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion points  out  the  value  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Team  System.  This  system  comprises 
classes  in  teams  which  work  together  under 
their  leaders  in  many  of  the  exercises  and 
games,  and  often  in  competition  with  other 
teams.  The  value  of  the  system  is  pointed  out, 
in  that  it  not  only  satisfies  the  children's  in- 
stinct for  physical  activity,  but  also  furnishes 
them  with  an  intelligible  motive  for  co- 
operation and  collective  effort,  and  "  almost 

•"  The  Ship  Beautiful  "—A  Two-fold  Tale,  by  Charles  Allen 
(Warne  &  Co.,  Ltd.     Price  7/6) 


of  itself  brings  them  to  understand  that  the 
enjoyment  arising  from  such  effort  is  born  of 
submission  to  a  measure  of  discipline." 

In  spite  of  hard  and  concentrated  work,  it 
rests  with  the  teacher  to  render  the  physical 
training  as  enjoyable  as  possible,  and  in  order 
that  this  may  be  accomplished  valuable  hints 
are  given  as  to  the  methods  to  be  observed. 
"The  Team  System,"  says  the  writer  of  the 
pamphlet,  "  may  be  regarded  as  exemplifying 
in  the  sphere  of  physical  training  the  principles 
of  the  'House  System'  which  is  not  infrequently 
adopted  in  at  any  rate  the  larger  elementary 
schools  and  of  which  the  essence  is  team  work, 
operating  on  a  larger  scale  and  in  a  wider 
sphere.  Indeed,  an  existing  House  System  pro- 
vides a  framework  into  which  the  Team  Systems 
may  be  very  suitably  and  readily  fitted " 

In  this  system  every  class  would  be  divided 
into  about  four  sections,  each  with  its  own 
leader.  A  so-called  "  House  "  would  have  a 
captain  and  probably  other  officers  as  well. 
Incorporated  in  his  team,  a  child  soon  feels 
himself  a  member  of  a  community,  and  also 
imbibes  a  spirit  of  healthy  emulation.  He 
learns  helpfulness  towards  others,  considera- 
tion for  the  weak,  and  good  behaviour.  In 
relation  to  these  aims  and  considerations,  the 
Team  System  is  the  House  System  in  miniature. 

In  the  elementary  school  there  can,  naturally, 
be  little  opportunity  for  the  self-directed  team 
work  which  is  possible  with  adolescent  boys 
and  girls.  However,  the  writer  urges  team 
work  for  younger  children,  who  should  be 
allowed  some  scope  for  the  exercise  of  judg- 
ment and  initiative,  although  directed  and 
controlled  by  the  teacher.  "  Such  activities 
can  and  should  teach  co-operation,  loyalty  to 
one's  side,  willingness  to  work  under  chosen 
leaders,  and  the  habit  of  estimating  success 
and  failure  in  actions  and  conduct  with  refer- 
ence to  the  society  no  less  than  to  the  individual. 
.  .  .  Wisely  encouraged  and  judiciously  guided 
team  work  may  be  relied  upon  not  only  to  play 
an  essential  part  in  their  physical  education,  but 
to  form  a  ready  introduction  to  that  larger 
loyalty  which  the  school  demands  from  its 
pupils,  and  the  country  from  its  citizens." 

The  second  part  of  the  pamphlet  is  con- 
cerned with  practical  methods  in  forming 
teams,  the  manner  in  which  the  system 
should  be  introduced  into  schools,  and  the 
formation  of  school "  Houses "  in  rural  schools. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

Mr.  HENRY  J.  HEDGER,  J.P. 


N  this  series  of  biographies  we  have 
hitherto  included  men  and  women 
who  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  work  which  they  have  per- 
formed on  behalf  of  the  blind 
community  of  England  and  of 
America.  It  is  mete  that  we  should 
not  forget 
the  blind  in 
our  far-flung 
Dominions, 
nor  the  able  work  which 
is  being  carried  on  for 
their  assistance. 

In  Sydney  there  is  an 
admirable  Institution 
which  caters  in  up-to- 
date  fashion  for  the 
sightless.  A  consider- 
able measure  of  its 
success  is  due  to  the 
subject  of  our  present 
biography,  Mr.  Henry 
Hedger,  J. P.,  its 
Manager,  whose  name 
is  well  known  both  in 
Australia  and  its  parent 
country. 

In  attempting  a 
sketch  of  this  interest- 
ing "  Personality,"  the 
would-be  biographer  is 
faced'  with  a  series  of 
difficulties.  First 
amongst  these  must 
rank  the  fact  that  the 
vast  distance  extending  between  the  two 
countries  renders  it  impossible  to  arrange 
a     personal     interview.  This     drawback 

could,  of  course,  be  obviated  by  the  dis- 
patch of  information  regarding  a  resident 
in  that  far-off  land.  Unfortunately,  Mr. 
Hedger  is  obviously  incapable  of  blowing 
his  own  trumpet,  and  the  writer  has,  perforce, 
to  take  refuge  in  the  study  of  reports  and  other 
documents,  and,  if  possible,  to  glean  from 
these  the  facts  which  have  gone  to  make  the 
Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institution  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  world,  and  placed  its  Manager, 
Henry  Hedger,  in  the  forefront  of  workers  for 
the  sightless. 


thanks 
patience 


Mr.  Henry  J.  Hedger,  j.p 


Mr.  Hedger  was  born  in  Tasmania  in  1858, 
and  came  to  Sydney  in  1878.  He  was  a  teacher 
at  the  Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institution  from 
1880  until  1893,  when  he  was  appointed 
Manager.  As  early  as  1881  striking  testimony 
to  his  work  as  Manager  of  the  Institution  was 
received  in  the  shape  of  an  appreciatory  letter 
written  by  a  number 
of  blind  workers  as 
follows  : — 

"  We  desire,  on 
the  near  approach 
of  the  festive 
season,  to  ask  you 
to  accept  our  sincere 
for  the 
and  perse- 
verance you  have 
shown  in  trying  to 
teach  us  to  earn  our 
own  living,  and  the 
kind  interest  you 
have  always  taken 
in  our  welfare,  both 
in  working  hours 
and  your  own  time. 
We  beg  to  assure 
you  of  our  deep 
gratitude  for  all  you 
have  done  for  us." 

Many  years  have 
passed  since  the  indite- 
ment  of  this  letter,  and 
many  appreciatory  let- 
ters and  presentations 
have  been  received  by 
Mr.  Hedger  in  acknowledgment  of  his  wise 
leadership  and  powers  of  organisation.  It  is  on 
record  that  during  the  first  seven  years  of  his 
administration,  rapid  strides  were  made  in  the 
introduction  of  various  trades  by  which  many 
blind  persons  in  Australia  were  enabled  to  earn 
a  livelihood.  These  included  mat-,  brush-  and 
broom-making,  chair-caning  and  halter-making 
and  the  status  of  the  blind  in  Australia  was 
raised  to  a  level  to  which  it  had  hitherto  not 
attained. 

Mr.  Hedger  attended  the  International  Con- 
gress for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of 
the  Blind,  held  at  Brussels  in  August,  1902, 
when     the     countries     represented     included 
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Belgium,  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Holland,  Sweden, 
Norway,  Turkey,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg, the  Principality  of  Monaco,  Greece,  the 
United  States,  Chili,  China,  Mexico,  Peru,  the 
Argentine  Republic,  Venezuela,  Honduras, 
Egypt,  and  New  South  Wales.  At  this  Con- 
gress Mr.  Hedger  read  a  paper  to  which  the 
European  Express  alluded  as  "  the  turning- 
point  of  the  Congress."  The  question  under 
discussion  was  "  Methods  of  Teaching  the 
Blind  and  whether  the  Blind  should  be  allowed 
to  work  off  shop  premises."  The  Manager  of 
the  Sydney  Institution  gave  a  lucid  and  in- 
teresting account  of  the  system  adopted  in 
Sydney,  where  blind  workmen  have  the  option 
of  living  apart  from  the  workshops,  and  of  the 
methods  of  instruction.  So  convincing  was  he 
that  the  Conference  unanimously  adopted  his 
point  of  view,  and  the  President  tendered  to 
him  the  thanks  of  those  present. 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Hedger  visited  120 
Blind  Institutions  in  the  following  countries  : 
The  United  Kingdom,  America,  India,  Bel- 
gium, Holland,  Germany,  Italy,  and  France, 
where  he  culled  a  mass  of  knowledge  which 
was  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  him  in  the  years 
to  come. 

It  was  in  1894  that  he  was  appointed  an 
honorary  member  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Blind  Association  (now  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind).  A  report  issued  by  the  Sydney 
Institution  states  that  "  Mr.  Hedger  is  the  only 
person  in  Australia  upon  whom  this  distinction 
has  been  conferred,  and  it  is  a  nattering  recog- 
nition of  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  the 
blind  of  New  South  Wales  during  the  22  years 
of  his  connection  with  the  Sydney  Institution." 
It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Hedger  is 
the  author  of  a  book  entitled  "  Employment 
of  the  Blind,"  which  has  been  widely  read,  as 
it  contains  valuable  information  concerning 
the  trades  practised  by  blind  people,  particu- 
larly those  working  in  their  own  homes.  A 
copy  of  the  book  is  before  us  as  we  write. 

As  a  result  of  an  appeal  to  the  public  issued 
in  1 92 1  on  behalf  of  the  Sydney  Institution, 
the  large  sum  of  £18,000  was  raised.  In  this 
matter  Mr.  Hedger  showed  his  great  ability  as 
organiser,  and  the  success  which  attended  his 
efforts  relieved  the  Committee  of  all  financial 
disability  and  enabled  them  to  carry  on  with  a 
good  heart.  Day  after  day,  week  after  week, 
during  the  launching  of  the  appeal,  he  kept 
the  newspapers  supplied  with  fresh  material, 


1  and  was  warmly  complimented  by  the  Editor 
of  the  Sun  for  the  regularity  and  fidelity  with 
which  he  supplied  him  with  ever-fresh  subject- 
matter. 

The  European  War  greatly  increased  his 
duties,  and  he  tackled  his  fresh  tasks  with  all 
his  accustomed  skill  and  resourcefulness.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment a  member  of  the  Vocational  Training 
Board  under  the  Repatriation  Department, 
rendered  valuable  service  in  connection  with 
the  training  of  returned  soldiers,  and  was  also 
deputed  to  act  with  Colonel  Holman  in  an 
enquiry  into  the  German  Concentration  Camp, 
with  a  view  to  the  employment  of  the  internees. 
The  training  of  the  blinded  soldiers  was  carried 
on  apace,  and  much  was  done  for  their  amuse- 
ment and  relaxation.  While  on  this  subject, 
we  here  record  with  deep  regret  that  Mr. 
Hedger  lost  a  much-loved  son  in  the  Great 
War.  Another  son,  Mr.  Stan  Hedger,  who 
also  fought  in  the  War,  is  the  Manager  of  the 
Melbourne  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and, 
although  a  comparatively  young  man,  is  a 
well-known  authority  on  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  care  of  the  blind. 

We  cannot  close  an  account  of  Mr.  Hedger's 
connection  with  the  blind  without  allusion  to 
the  Sydney  Institution  in  its  present-day  con- 
dition. At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Institution,  Sir  James  Barrett,  an  eminent 
oculist,  said :  "  The  witty  Sydney  Smith 
aptly  summed  up  the  attitude  of  the  public 
towards  institutions  of  this  kind  in  this 
syllogism  :  '  The  commonest  feature  in  human 
affairs  that  I  have  noticed  may  be  expressed 
as  follows:  "A"  observes  that  "B"  is  in 
great  distress,  and  immediately  proposes  that 
"  C  "  shall  relieve  it.'  The  great  work  that  '  C ' 
is  doing,"  concluded  Sir  James,  "  is  apparent 
when  we  look  at  the  Sydney  Industrial  Blind 
Institution." 

Its  activities  are  too  numerous  to  tabulate 
here,  but  we  would  like  to  mention  the  fact 
that  its  library  of  embossed  books  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  world,  and  that  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  London  have  a 
standing  order  to  dispatch  each  latest  publi- 
cation as  soon  as  it  appears.  The  Sydney 
Institution  holds  Braille  and  Moon  reading 
competitions  and  typewriting  and  essay- 
writing  competitions,  gold  medals  and  prizes 
being  awarded  to  the  successful  candidates. 

The  blind  who  are  trained  here  are  famed 
for  their  excellent  work  as  mat-makers,  and 
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recently  the  Institution  turned  out  a  mat 
which  was  claimed  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
world. 

During  the  year  1923  Mr.  Hedger  patented 
several  frames  which  he  invented  for  im- 
proving the  shape  of  various  kinds  of  baskets. 
These  frames  have  been  very  highly  com- 
mended by  well-known  experts  both  in 
England  and  Australia.  When  in  England  in 
1922,  Mr.  Hedger,  in  conjunction  with 
Messrs.  E.  W.  Downes,  of  Glemsford, 
Suffolk,  designed  a  new  form  of  mat-making 
frame,  which  promises  to  be  of  great  value  to 
blind  workers,  particularly  to  those  practising 
the  craft  in  their  own  homes. 

One  word  as  to  Mr.  Hedger's  connection 
with  the  blind  world,  before  turning  to  his 
other  interests  and  activities.  Readers  of  The 
Beacon  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  an  affi- 
liation has  recently  taken  place  between  the 
Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institution  and  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  London. 
The  two  societies  have  agreed  to  co-operate 
in  advancing  the  welfare  of  the  blind  by  every 
legitimate  means  and  to  transmit  to  each  other 
the  results  of  enquiry,  investigation,  research, 
and  experience  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  blind.  A  similar  affiliation 
exists  between  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  and  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 

Besides  his  work  for  the  blind,  Mr.  Hedger 
is  a  member  of  the  Friendly  Societies'  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  was  twice  elected  President. 
He  has  received  the  Blue  Ribbon  of  this  work, 
and  a  presentation  of  fine  silver  plate  marked 
his  term  of  office.  This  was  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  Executive,  representing  175,000 
members  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 
He  was  also  elected  President  of  the  Sydney 
United  Friendly  Societies'  Dispensaries,  num- 
bering 16,000  members,  and  was  eleven  times 
President  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Foresters,  a 
record  for  the  Society  during  the  then  60 
years  of  its  existence. 

Notwithstanding  his  manifold  activities  he 
is  an  enthusiast  as  regards  all  manners  of  sport. 
An  amateur  boxer  of  considerable  ability,  Mr. 
Hedger  also  won  popularity  as  a  particularly 
fast  sprinter.  He  was  a  brilliant  football 
player,  and  in  1881  was  chosen  to  represent 
New  South  Wales  against  Victoria  at  the  first 
inter-State  match  ever  played  between  these 
States.  He  represented  New  South  Wales  in 
the  second  inter-State  match  in  1886,  and 
played  against   South  Australia,   Queensland, 


Tasmania,  and  the  New  Zealand  Maori  team 
which  toured  England.  For  several  years  he 
held  the  competition  record  for  kicking  the 
football — the  distance  attained  being  70  yards 
over  the  goal.  His  distinguished  record  of 
continuous  play  extended  over  25  years,  and 
he  is  the  proud  possessor  of  numerous  trophies 
won  at  football  competitions.  In  recognition 
of  his  services  to  Australian  football,  he  was 
elected  to  be  the  first  life  member  of  the  New 
South  Wales  League.  His  four  sons  were  all 
prominent  football  players  and  athletes,  and 
his  elder  brother,  well  known  throughout 
Australia  as  an  excellent  horseman,  was  the 
original  of  "  The  Man  from  Snowy  River  "  in 
Banjo  Patterson's  poem  of  that  name. 

This  record  of  Mr.  Hedger's  connection 
with  the  world  of  sport  brings  the  present 
writer's  story  to  an  end. 

In  looking  back  at  his  many  years'  service 
to  his  fellow  men,  Mr.  Hedger  may  well  be 
proud  of  a  record  for  which  deep  appreciation 
has  been  expressed  by  blind  and  sighted  alike. 
On  behalf  of  the  blind  of  all  countries  we  add 
our  tribute  of  thanks. 

MUSIC    NOTES 

A  RECITAL  will  be  given  at  one  o'clock 
on  Tuesday,  June  9th,  by  Mr.  J.  Eric 
Hunt,  A.R.C.O.,  at  St.  Lawrence  Jewry, 
Gresham  Street,  E.C. 

*  *         * 

Mr.  Sydney  A.  Blake,  A.T.C.L.,  has  just 
been  appointed  organist  of  Wateringbury 
Parish  Church,  near  Maidstone.  Mr.  Blake 
studied  with  Mr.  T.  G.  Osborn,  F.R.C.O., 
Director  of  Music  at  the  Swiss  Cottage  School 
for  the  Blind. 

*  *  * 

It  is  announced  in  the  Musical  Neivs  and 
Herald  that  Dr.  Alfred  Hollins,  the  famous 
blind  organist,  will  make  a  recital  tour  of 
America  commencing  in  October  next.  It  is 
thirty-seven  years  since  he  undertook  a  similar 
engagement. 

*** 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  April  48  new  cases  came  under 
their  care  (34  men  and  14  women).  Gifts  to 
the  number  of  21  were  provided  at  a  cost 
of  £40  4s.  3d.  The  amount  expended  in 
training  fees  was  £31  18s.  6d. ;  in  relief, 
£504  15s.  9d.;  and  in  relief  administered  by 
branches,  £23  14s.  4d. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE   BLIND 

PREPARATIONS  for  "Geranium  Day" 
have  occupied  those  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Fund  alike  in  the  month  of  April 
as  in  the  month  of  March.  The  appeal  for 
helpers  and  support  on  that  day  has  been  the 
mainspring  of  many  social  events  which  have 
been  in  themselves  at  once  enjoyable  and  of 
lasting  benefit  to  the  Fund. 

Successful  whist  drives  were  held  at  Harrin- 
gay,  Hounslow  and  Ealing  during  March,  and 
at  Addiscombe  in  April.  Concerts — the  pro- 
gramme in  almost  every  instance  being  pro- 
vided entirely  by  blind  artistes — were  given  at 
Palmers  Green  (Southgate  Chamber  of 
Commerce),  Cuffley,  North  Finchley,  Addle- 
stone,  Vauxhall,  Mitcham,  Kennington  Oval, 
Ponders  End  (Eastern  Enfield  Traders'  Associa- 
tion), Tottenham,  Kingston,  Army  and  Navy 
Stores,  Shepherd's  Bush  and  Highbury. 

Several  successful  "  Geranium  Day " 
meetings  have  also  been  held  in  various 
districts,  blind  artistes  contributing  to  the 
entertainment.  On      March      9th,      Mrs. 

Arnold  Hill  invited  her  friends  in  Surbiton, 
and  Lady  Terrington,  Chairman  of  the 
Ladies'  Social  Committee,  very  kindly  went 
down  from  town  and  enforced  Mr.  Preece's 
appeal  for  support  on  "Geranium  Day." 
On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  Lt.-Col. 
Fremantle  (President  of  the  Barnet  Circle) 
presided  at  a  concert  and  meeting  at  the  Church 
House,  High  Barnet  ;  and  on  the  23rd  one  of 
the  first  existing  Circles  of  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind"  was  re-formed  in  Watford.  The  Vicar 
occupied  the  chair  in  place  of  the  Mayor,  and 
an  urgent  appeal  for  help  on  ' '  Geranium  Day  " 
was  made  by  Councillor  Mrs.  A.  F.  Broad,  who 
had  acted  as  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  meeting, 
and  also  accepted  the  Secretaryship  of  the 
Circle.  Among  those  who  supported  the 
Mayor  were  :  The  Countess  of  Clarendon, 
Lady  Runtz  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  Herbert. 
The  pipe-major  and  pipers  from  the  Royal 
Caledonian  Schools  contributed  to  the  pro- 
gramme by  a  display  of  dancing. 

Lady  Moyers  and  Mrs.  Basil  Gill  helped  to 
organise  a  new  Circle  in  Putney  on  March 
31st,  and,  although  the  Marchioness  Towns- 
hend  was  prevented  at  the  last  moment  from 
being  present,  very  fine  addresses  were  given 
by  Mrs.  Basil  Gill,  Mr.  Samuel  Samuel,  M.P., 
and  the  Rev.  E.  Priestley  Swain.  Mr.  Hayden 
Coffin,  the  Rev.  Eliot  A.  Hosband,  Miss 
Dorice  Gay,  Mrs.  Mordaunt  Rogers  and  Miss 


Margot    St.    Ledger    provided    a    delightful 
concert. 

The  annual  "  Geranium  Day  "  meeting  and 
Dance  at  the  Town  Hall,  Chiswick,  was  suc- 
cessful as  usual.  Councillor  Bailey  was  in  the 
chair,  and  later  his  place  was  taken  by  Mrs. 
Rowden,  who  explained  that  she  was  deputy 
for  Mrs.  Grant  Morden.  Two  gold  watches 
were  offered  for  competition  at  the  dance,  and 
a  charming  exhibition  dance  was  given  by  Mr. 
Askew  and  partner. 

There  was  also  a  dance  arranged  by  Mrs. 
Shephard  at  Cowley,  on  April  16th  ;  and  a 
dancing  matinee  by  the  pupils  of  Miss  Peggy 
Ridgway  at  Penge  Empire  on  the  22nd.  This 
is  the  second  year  Miss  Ridgway,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Bromley  Circle  "  Helpers  of 
the  Blind,"  has  organised  this  matinee,  which 
was  even  more  successful  this  year  than  last. 
Sir  John  Wrench  Towse,  Chairman  of  the 
Bromley  Circle,  was  present  with  his  daughters 
and  grand-daughters. 

Miss  Isa  Archibald  gave  a  song  recital  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Anerley,  on  April  2nd ;  she  was 
assisted  by  Miss  R.  Tyache,  and  Mr.  Arnold 
Fulton  was  her  accompanist.  Altogether,  a 
very  delightful  evening  for  Mr.  Preece  and 
others  representing  the  Fund. 

Wanstead  Circle  organised  a  very  fine 
dramatic  entertainment  on  the  24th,  upon 
which  they  are  to  be  congratulated. 

On  April  21st,  at  Claridge's  Hotel,  kindly 
lent  by  the  management,  there  was  a  tea  dance, 
which  gained  many  new  "  Geranium  "  depot- 
holders.  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
and  Mrs.  Towse,  received  the  dancers,  together 
with  the  Marchioness  Townshend.  During 
the  afternoon  Captain  Towse  and  the  Mar- 
chioness appealed  to  those  present  to  help  this 
great  annual  collection  for  the  civilian  blind 
of  London.  Regret  was  expressed  at  the 
absence  of  Lady  Terrington,  who  had  organised 
the  tea  dance.  The  cloak  given  by  Mrs. 
Gordon  Taylor  was  displayed  and  a  number  of 
tickets  sold.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Preece.  Among  other  good  friends  of 
the  Fund  present  were  Lady  Hepburn,  Mrs. 
Garrett  and  Mrs.  Henderson-Scott. 
«*» 

On  Wednesday,  June  3rd,  at  3  o'clock,  Mr. 
H.  V.  Spanner  will  give  his  half-yearly  organ 
recital  at  the  National  Institute,  when  the 
special  feature  of  the  programme  will  be  the 
inclusion  of  the  pieces  set  for  the  forthcoming 
Fellowship  Examination  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Organists. 
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HOME    INDUSTRIES    ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 


T  a  meeting  of  the  Home  Industries 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  National 
_    I    Institute  for  the  Blind,  held  on  Wed- 
jK    1    nesday,   May  6th,  it  was   reported 
■y  that  the  progress  of  the  Home  In- 

^k         dustries      Department      had      been 
I  steadily    maintained    and    that    the 

— -^J—    results    achieved    had    been    most 
■L      gratifying. 

^j  It  was  stated  that  on  April   ist, 

1925,     142     home     workers     were 
attached  to  the  scheme,  representing    an   in- 
crease of  six  since  the  last  Committee  meeting. 
Kent  has   34  workers,   representing  an  in- 
crease of  one. 

Surrey    has    24    workers,    representing    an 
increase  of  one. 

West  Sussex   has   1 1  workers,  representing 
•an  increase  of  three. 

Eastbourne    has     2    workers,    representing 
an  increase  of  one. 

In  other  localities  the  number  of  workers 
remains  the  same,  viz.  : — 
London    (South  East  Sussex     .  .      10 

of  the  Thames     32         Brighton  ..        6 

Croydon  . .        7         Southampton  5 

Canterbury       . .        3  Hampshire       .  -        8 

The   number   of  workers   engaged   in   the 
various  trades  practised  is  as  follows  : — 
Pianoforte  Tuners  .  .      32 

Basket  Makers        .  .  .  .      29 


J9 

17 
4 
4 
3 
1 


Fancy  Basket  Makers         . .      10 

Machine  Knitters 

Hand  Knitters 

Chair  Caners 

Boot  Repairers 

Mat  Makers 

Teacher  of  Music 

Brush  Maker 

Weaver 

Wood  Chopper 

Carpenter 

During  the  four  months  ended  31st  March 
last,  the  sum  of  £769  was  paid  to  home 
workers  for  goods  supplied  by  them  to  the 
Institute,  which  they  were  unable  to  dispose 
of  otherwise  : — To  workers  in 

£ 


London 

Kent 

West  Sussex 

East  Sussex 

Surrey 

Brighton 


169 

133 
118 
113 

107 
42 


Croydon 
Hampshire     . 
Southampton 
Canterbury    . 
Eastbourne   . 


£ 
42 
26 
18 
7 
4 


The  total  purchases  from  home  workers  for 
the  year  amount  to  £2,127  as  compared  with 
£1,235  f°r  trie  previous  twelve  months. 

During  the  period  under  review  goods  were 
purchased  from  Workshops  for  the  Blind 
amounting  to  £529.  Orders  have  been  given 
to  seven  other  Institutions,  and  the  total 
amount    paid    for     goods     supplied    to    the 


TABLE  A.— AVERAGE  EARNINGS  OF  HOME  WORKERS   FOR  SIX  MONTHS 

ENDED  3  ist  MARCH,  1925. 
Figures  in  brackets  show  the  average  earnings  for  six  months  ended  30/9/24. 


No.  of 

Highest 

Lowest 

General 

Average 

Average 

Trade 

Workers 

average  earnings 

average  earnings 

average  earnings 

hours  per 

based  on 

per  week 

per  week 

per  week 

week 

44  hr.wk 

Machine  Knitters 

20 

24/4  (30/.) 

4/6  (4/-) 

II/I  (9/1) 

29 

l6/lO 

Hand  Knitters    .  . 

l9 

Il/5  (11/2) 

3/7  (3/-) 

6/-  (6/4) 

35 

7/6 

Piano  Tuners 

32 

2/10/-  (2/10/-) 

3/7  (5/-) 

25/8  (19/1) 

32 

Chair  Caners 

17 

1 7/4  (I9/-)' 

4/9  (6/-) 

9/10  (10/10) 

3° 

— 

Basket  Makers  .  . 

29 

36/8(3  5/-) 

9/-  (10/-) 

i7/7  (18/7) 

40 

J9/4 

Basket  Makers 

10 

I7/-  (12/-) 

4/3  (4/-) 

9/i  (7/9) 

27 

14/10 

Fancy 

Music  Teachers 

3 

l6/ll  (17/2) 

5/3  (7/6) 

9/3  (12/4) 

25 

— 

Mat  Makers 

4 

I8/IO  (20/-) 

7/6  (8/9) 

12/10(13/8) 

36 

17/6 

Weaver 

1 

—            — 

—      — 

14/5  (16/-) 

40 

15/10 

Wood  Chopper  .  . 

1 

—            — 

—      — 

12/8  (16/-) 

40 

14/- 

Boot  Repairers  . . 

4 

22/IO  (19/5) 

5/-  (4/-) 

12/10  (11/8) 

26 

Carpenter 

1 

—            — 

—      — 

4/-  (6/-) 

M 

— 

Brush  Maker 

1 

—            — 

—      — 

14/ 1 1 

42 

15/7 

10 


THE    BEACON 


Institute  is  £1,419  as  compared  with  £980  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  busiest  department  has  been  that  devoted 
to  machine-knitting,  and  the  average  earnings 
of    workers     have    increased.  Had    they 

given  more  than  20 — 25  hours  per  week 
to  the  work,  the  increase  in  earnings 
would  have  been  even  more  marked.  Trade 
has  been  steady  in  the  hand-knitting  depart- 
ment, but  there  are  too  many  hand-knitters, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  constant  employ- 
ment will  ever  be  possible.  The  provision  of 
orders  for  efficient  basket-makers  has  been  well 
maintained.  Several  baskets  of  a  kind  suitable 
for  production  by  the  less  capable  workers 
have  been  introduced,  but  the  amount  of  work 
which  can  be  provided  for  such  workers  is 
limited.  The  scheme  could  provide  regular 
employment  for  several  additional  efficient 
basket-makers. 

It  is  reported  that  regular  employment  for 
additional  mat-makers  could  be  found. 

The  Institute  cannot  provide  full  orders  for 
those  engaged  in  the  trade  of  piano-tuners,  but 
in  many  cases  special  assistance  is  given 
towards  the  cost  of  advertising,  etc.  The  four 
months  under  review  are  the  busiest  in  the  year 
for  tuners,  and  earnings  have  increased  con- 
siderably. Many  tuners  attached  to  the  scheme 
who  are  living  outside  the  London  area  are 
doing  comparatively  well. 


Since  the  last  meeting  of  this  Committee 
nine  exhibitions  have  been  held,  with  the 
following  results  :- 


£ 

56 

96 

162 


£ 


34 
60 


Hampshire — 
Winchester    . . 
Liss 

East  Sussex — 
Eastbourne    .  .        61 
Hurstpierpont        42 


96 

57 


Kent — 
Dover 
Chislehurst 
Beckenham 

Surrey — 
Kingston 
Chertsey 
Sutton  .  .        81 

It  is  reported  that  the  help  given  by  the 
representatives  of  the  County  Associations  by 
creating  local  interest  in  the  exhibitions  and  the 
work  of  this  department  has  again  been  of 
great  value. 

For  the  four  months  ended  31st  March  last, 
sales  (excluding  materials)  amounted  to 
£1,752,  making  a  total  for  the  year  of  £4,033, 
as  compared  with  £2,100  last  year. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  amount 
paid  to  home  workers  as  augmentation  pro- 
vided by  the  respective  County  and  Borough 
Councils  during  the  twelve  months  ended 
March  31st  last  : — 

£ 

Kent      .  . 
London 
Surrey  .  . 
East  Sussex 


s. 

37°  15 
.35°  10 
271  10 
114  10 


d. 
o 
o 
o 
o 


TABLE  B.— FIGURES  SHOWING  THE  EFFECT  OF  HOME  WORKERS'  EARNINGS  ON 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  GRANT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1925. 

No.  of 

Workers  earning  Grant  at 

Workers 

Full  Rate 

j  J  Rate  to  Full  |    J  Rate  to  £ 

i  Rate  to  I 

Machine  Knitters  . .                   H 

20 

15 

I 

4 

_ 

Pianoforte  Tuners . . 

32 

24 

5 

1 

2 

Basket  Makers 

29 

14 

9 

4 

2 

Chair  Caners 

17 

3 

6 

6 

2 

Fancy  Basket  Makers 

IO 

2 

2 

6 

— 

Music  Teachers 

3 

I 

- 

1 

I 

Hand  Knitters 

x9 

2 

5 

10 

2 

Mat  Makers 

4 

I 

2 

1 

_ 

Weaver 

1 

I 

- 

- 

_ 

Wood  Chopper ... 

1 

- 

T 

- 

- 

Boot  Repairers 

4 

I 

I 

1 

I 

Brush  Maker 

1 

- 

I 

- 

- 

Carpenter 

1 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Totals 

142 

64 

33 

34 

II 

or 

45% 

~3i% 

M% 

li% 
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Brighton 

. 

75 

15 

0 

Croydon 

65 

15 

0 

Hampshire 

46 

0 

0 

West  Sussex     . 

28 

15 

0 

Canterbury 

12 

10 

0 

Eastbourne 

14 

15 

0 

£i 

,3  5o 

15 

0 

The  two  tables  inset  show  (a)  the  average 
earnings  of  home  workers  for  six  months,  and 
(b)  the  effect  of  home  workers'  earnings  on 
Ministry  of  Health  grants  for  twelve  months. 

The   rapid   work   of  the   Home   Workers' 

Department  will  be  realised  from  the  following 

figures  : — 

1922-3      1923-4     1924-5 
(six  months) 

No.  of  Home  Workers       92  114  143 

Sales  ..  ..       £40     £2,800     £5,000 

.Goods  purchased  from 

Home  Workers  ..     £109     £1,235      £2,189 

Goods  purchased  from 
Workshops  for  the 
Blind  ..        ..  £980     £1,419 

Purchase  of  Materials  £641      £i>°84 

Amount  paid  to  Home 
Workers    to    aug- 
ment their  earnings         nil  nil    £1,350 

Materials  are  now  bought  in  large  quantities 
on  the  most  advantageous  terms  and  are  stored 
at  the  Institute's  premises  at  Redhill,  Surrey. 
In  addition  to  supplying  materials  to  home 
workers  at  cost  price,  the  Institute  pays 
carriage  and  allows  extensive  credit. 

The  Institute  has  travelling  instructors  in 
basketry  and  knitting,  and,  as  a  result  of  their 
efforts,  the  standard  of  work  produced  by  the 
home  workers  has  improved  considerably. 

The  Committee  express  their  appreciation 
of  the  action  of  the  Kent  County  Association 
for  the  Blind  in  raising  a  sum  of  over  £80 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  motor  van. 

A  Lodge  of  the  Church  Benefit  Society  has 
recently  been  formed  and  will  be  known  as 
the  N.I.B.  Lodge.  The  majority  of  home 
workers  eligible  for  membership  have  ex- 
pressed their  desire  to  become  members. 
Two-thirds  of  each  member's  contributions 
will  be  met  by  the  Institute,  and  benefit  will 
be  at  the  rate  of  10/-  per  week  for  26J  weeks, 
and  5/-  per  week  thereafter.  Members  will 
become  entitled  to  benefit  after  six  months' 
contributions  have  been  paid. 


In  conclusion  mention  should  be  made  of 
the  fact  that  letters  from  home  workers  ex- 
pressing appreciation  of  the  help  given  through 
the  Home  Workers'  Scheme  are  frequently 
received,  and  are  a  source  of  encouragement 
to  its  promoters. 

**» 

A    BLIND    ITALIAN    DEPUTY 

THE   following   scene   which   took   place 
recently    in    the    Italian    Chamber    was 
reported  by  the  "  Irish  Times  "  : — 

The  Chamber  has  seldom  been  stirred  so 
deeply  as  it  was  to-day  by  the  speech  of  the 
blind,  handless  leader  of  the  disabled  men, 
Signor  Delcroix,  the  effect  of  which  was 
heightened  by  the  fact  that  the  Opposition 
Press  described  Signor  Delcroix  as  being 
against  the  Government,  while  he  came  out 
strongly  in  its  defence.  The  speech  was  a 
veritable  triumph,  and  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  wild  bursts  of  applause.  An 
ovation  such  as  is  accorded  to  few  men  in 
political  life  marked  its  close,  even  Signor 
Giolitti  and  other  members  of  the  Liberal 
Opposition  clapping  their  hands  enthusiastic- 
ally. When  the  cheering  and  hand-clapping 
had  subsided,  the  Chamber  voted  by  acclama- 
tion the  printing  and  affixing  of  the  speech  in 
every  municipality  in  Italy,  while  Signor 
Delcroix  was  led  to  the  Ministers'  bench,  em- 
braced and  kissed,  first  by  Signor  Mussolini, 
and  then  by  every  Minister  in  turn. 

WORCESTER    COLLEGE    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

SINCE  the  publication  of  examination  suc- 
cesses gained  by  the  pupils  at  Worcester 
College  in  July  last,  the  following  additional 
results  have  come  to  hand  : — 

R.      Pollock,     Birmingham     University, 

Matriculation. 
A.  Ringwood,  Durham   University,   Ma- 
triculation. 
H.  Morgan,  Durham  University,  Matricu- 
lation. 
V.     Nelson,     Oxford     and     Cambridge 
Schools    Examination    Board,    School 
Certificate. 
V.  Nelson's  success  was  particularly  good 
in  that  he  passed  "  with  credit  "  in  all  subjects 
taken,  viz.,  Latin,  Mathematics,  French,  Oral 
French,     English     Literature,     History     and 
Divinity.      His  certificate,  therefore,  exempts 
him  from  Matriculation  at  all  Universities  and 
from  Responsions  at  Oxford. 
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CHOOSING    A    CAREER 

THE   FUTURE    OF   THE   BLIND    CHILD 

By   PERCY  L.    WAY,    C.S.M.M.G.,   F.R.C.O. 

The  writer  of  this  article  is  the  Principal  of  the  School  of  Massage,  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  In  qualifying  he  headed  the  pass  list  with  distinction  in  both  Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics 
Examinations  of  the  Chartered  Society,  in  competition  with  approximately  300  sighted  candidates. 
He  is  also  an  accomplished  musician,  being  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Organists. 


ERHAPS  the  knottiest  of  all  the 
knotty  problems  which  confront 
the  modern  parent  is  the  choice  of 
a  vocation  for  his  children,  be  they 
boys  or  girls.  "  What  shall  we  do 
with  our  sons  and  daughters  when 
the  time  comes  for  them  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibi- 
lities of  self-supporting  citizens  ?  " 
This  question,  which  has  ever 
arisen  in  the  hearts  of  parents,  has 
at  no  time  been  more  difficult  to  answer  than 
at  present  ;  and  if  this  be  true  where  sighted 
children  are  concerned,  it  is  infinitely  more  so 
in  the  case  of  the  blind.  It  is  useless  to  deny 
that  the  blind  labour  under  certain  disadvan- 
tages and  disabilities  which  considerably 
restrict  the  field  of  choice  in  this  matter. 
Fortunately  many  blind  children  early  show  a 
marked  bent  in  some  definite  direction,  which 
makes  the  choice  of  vocation  somewhat  easier, 
but  in  a  large  number  of  cases  no  such  bent 
exists.  Nevertheless,  many  of  these  children 
possess  characteristics  which,  under  suitable 
training,  will  develop  into  qualities  the  full 
significance  of  which  has  not  always  been 
understood. 

The  Sense  of  Touch  and  the  Power  of 
Concentration. — All  who  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  training  of  the  blind  will 
agree  that  the  loss  of  sight  facilitates  the  de- 
velopment of  two  faculties,  namely,  a  sensitive 
touch  and  a  power  of  concentration.  From 
the  day  on  which  blindness  overtakes  a  child, 
he  begins  to  use  his  hands  as  the  convenient 
medium  for  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the 
external  world.  Aided  by  suitable  training, 
such  as  is  obtainable  in  every  well-organised 
school  for  the  blind  in  the  country,  the  nerves 
of  the  finger-tips  grow  more  and  more  sensi- 
tive, while  the  power  of  forming  mental 
pictures  of  everything  with  which  the  fingers 
come  into  contact  is  rapidly  and  surely  de- 
veloped. Guarded  from  distraction  by  the 
inability  of  the  eye  to  receive  impressions  from 
without,  the  blind  child  tends  to  acquire  a 


power  of  concentration  on  the  work  in  hand, 
be  it  mental  or  manual,  which  is  well-nigh 
unattainable  by  sighted  children  of  the  same 
age. 

Their  Value  in  Massage. — Now  it  is  pre- 
cisely these  two  faculties — a  sensitive  touch 
and  the  power  of  concentration — which  a 
masseur  most  needs  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  Of  what  avail  is  the  eye  when 
attempting  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  tissues 
lying  beneath  the  opaque  skin  ?  In  spite  of 
the  assistance  rendered  by  X-rays,  every 
surgeon  and  physician  is  driven  back  again 
and  again  upon  the  use  of  his  fingers  for  ob- 
taining such  information ;  and,  in  the  treatment 
of  disease,  the  condition  of  the  tissues  beneath 
the  skin  is  often  a  matter  of  vital  importance. 
Furthermore,  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  blind  child  acquires  knowledge  of  fragile 
objects  tends  to  develop  a  delicacy  of  touch 
which  is  invaluable  in  the  treatment  of  pain 
and  nervous  irritability,  conditions  in  which 
clumsy  or  rough  handling  merely  increase  the 
suffering  of  the  patient  instead  of  relieving  it. 
Sir  Robert  Jones,  the  famous  orthopaedic 
surgeon,  who  has  shown  his  approval  of  the 
blind  masseur  in  many  practical  ways,  is  fond 
of  relating  how  an  exceedingly  skilful  sighted 
masseur  always  closed  his  eyes  while  examining 
a  diseased  part  and  while  treating  his  patients, 
because  he  found  that  the  concentration  he 
considered  all-important  could  be  more  easily 
and  surely  obtained  in  this  way. 

Other  things  being  equal,  therefore,  it  would 
be  justifiable  to  assume,  if  it  had  not  been  con- 
clusively proved,  that  the  blind,  in  the  sphere 
of  massage,  are  as  good  as,  if  not  better  than, 
their  sighted  confreres. 

Other  Requisites  for  Success. — Blind- 
ness alone,  however,  is  not  sufficient  to  make  a 
successful  masseur.  There  must  be  robust 
health,  physical  strength,  intelligence,  tact,  and 
above  all,  the  gift  of  unfailing  sympathy. 
Given  these,  a  thorough  training,  efficient 
after-care,  and,  last  but  not  least,  initiative  and 
perseverance   oh   the  part   of  the  individual 
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himself,  and  the  blind  masseur  has  every  pros- 
pect of  making  good  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term. 

The  Interim  Period. — Blind  candidates 
for  the  massage  profession  cannot  sit  for  the 
examinations  of  the  Chartered  Society  of 
Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics,  the  only 
bona  fide  examining  body  in  the  country,  until 
they  are  of  age.  The  training  occupies  a 
period  of  approximately  eighteen  months,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  seriously  commenced  until 
the  candidate  is  nineteen  and  a  half  years  of  age. 
As  the  elementary  education  of  blind  children 
ends  at  sixteen,  it  follows  that  there  must  be  an 
interim  period  of  three  and  a  half  years,  during 
which  it  will 
be  necessary 
to  find  some 
p  r  ofitab  1  e 
occupatUo  n 
•for  the  in- 
tending  can- 


didate. 


A 


very  c  o  n- 
siderable  ex- 
perience in 
the  training 
of  the  blind 
masseur  has 
c  o  nv  i  n  c  e  d 
me  that  this 
period  is  a 
very  impor- 
tant one,  of 
which  great 
use  can  be 
made  in  pre- 
paring the 
candidate  for 
his  course  of 
tuition.  I  suggest  that  it  should  be  spent 
in  the  study  of  such  subjects  as  English, 
Latin,  mathematics,  elementary  chemistry, 
and  music,  a  general  knowledge  of  which 
will  prove  of  great  assistance  in  tackling 
the  complex  science  of  Massage,  Medical 
Gymnastics  and  Medical  Electricity.  The 
inclusion  of  music  in  the  above  list  may  seem 
strange  to  some,  but  I  have  repeatedly  found 
that  the  strong  sense  of  rhythm  which  the 
study  of  this  subject  cultivates  is  an  invaluable 
asset  in  the  practice  of  massage,  and  that  those 
who  possess  it  always  make  the  most  successful 
operators,  particularly  in  the  treatment  of 
nervous  diseases  and  fractures. 


Blind  Students  Undergoing 
National  Institute' 


Preliminaries  to  Acceptance  as  a 
Student. — During  the  interim  period,  the 
prospective  candidate  should  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Massage  School  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  for  enrolment  as  a 
student.  He  or  she  will  be  required  to  undergo 
a  searching  medical  examination,  and  to  pro- 
vide a  certificate  from  an  ophthalmic  surgeon 
to  the  effect  that  he  is  blind  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act,  i.e.,  that  he  is  too  blind  to  perform 
work  for  which  eyesight  is  essential.  He  will 
also  be  required  to  attend  at  the  National  In- 
stitute for  a  personal  interview  with  the 
responsible  officials,  and  the  prospects  of  his 
being  able,  after  qualifying,  to  obtain  work  in 
the   neighbourhood   in   which   he   intends    to 

settle  will 
also  have  to 
be  carefully 
investigated. 
Should  all 
prove  satis- 
factory, he 
will  then  be 
accepted  as  a 
student,  and 
entered  for 
the  next 
course  of 
training  or  as 
soon  as  a 
vacancy  oc- 
curs. 

The  Mas- 
sage School 
—  In  1915, 
the  National 
Institute 
officially  took 
over  the 
training  of  the  blind  in  massage,  and  founded 
a  school  which  has  gradually  become  the  one 
training  centre  for  the  blind  in  Great  Britain. 
A  great  deal  of  care  and  thought  has  been 
expended  in  its  equipment,  the  selection  of  the 
teaching  staff,  and  the  perfection  of  the  method 
of  training.  The  school  is  officially  recognised 
by  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and 
Medical  Gymnastics  referred  to  above,  and 
also  by  the  Board  of  Education,  which  now 
authorises  the  Local  Education  Authorities  all 
over  the  country  to  make  grants  out  of  public 
funds  towards  the  training  expenses  of  suit- 
able blind  persons.  For  some  time  it  was  only 
possible  to  deal  directly  with  the  training  of 
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men,  but  during  the  last  two  years  it  has  been 
found  possible  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
acceptance  of  women  students  also,  of  whom 
there  are  at  present  five  in  course  of  training. 
The  school  consists  of  two  distinct  depart- 
ments— that  devoted  to  the  course  of  training 
in  massage  and  medical  gymnastics  (under 
which  heading  are  included  anatomy,  physio- 
logy, bandaging  and  splinting),  and  that  dealing 
with  the  study  of  medical  electricity.  The 
massage  teaching  staff  consists  entirely  of  blind 
persons,  all  of  whom  are  registered  members 
of  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and 
Medical  Gymnastics.  It  is  by  special  intent 
that  blind  teachers  have  been  appointed  to  this 
staff,  as  it  has  been  found  particularly  advan- 
tageous to  the  students  that  their  training 
should  be  carried  out  by  persons  who  have 
acquired  their  skill  under  the  same  conditions 
as  themselves. 

Practical  Experience  in  Hospital  during 
Training. — Through  the  courtesy  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  the  male 
students  have  been  accorded  the  privilege  of 
carrying  out  treatments  on  actual  patients  in 
the  massage  department  of  the  hospital  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  medical 
officer  in  charge,  and  a  similar  privilege  has 
been  accorded  to  the  women  students  through 
the  kindness  of  the  authorities  of  St.  George's 
Hospital.  This  enables  the  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses,  after  qualifying,  to  take  up  the 
practice  of  their  profession  as  experienced  as 
well  as  skilled  operators. 

The  Electrical  Department. — The  elec- 
trical department  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Murray  Levick,  who  is  recognised  as  one  of 
the  leading  exponents  of  electro-therapy,  and 
here  again  it  has  been  found  possible  and 
beneficial  to  appoint  one  blind  assistant  to  his 
staff. 

Equipment  of  the  School. — In  both  its 
departments  the  school  has  been  equipped,  at 
considerable  cost,  with  the  best  and  most  com- 
plete set  of  appliances  obtainable.  The 
anatomy  models  in  the  massage  section  are  the 
most  perfect  that  can  be  procured,  and  well 
merit  a  visit  of  inspection  on  the  part  of  those 
interested  in  the  structure  of  the  human  frame ; 
while  the  plinths  used  for  massage  treatments, 
and  the  apparatus  used  for  medical  gymnastics, 
are  all  of  the  most  modern  pattern.  In  the 
electrical  section  will  be  found  instruments  for 
giving  treatments  by  galvanism,  faradism,  high 
frequency  currents  and  radiant  heat,  one 
feature   being   of  particular  interest,   namely, 


the  Braille  Galvanometer,  an  instrument 
specially  designed  to  enable  a  blind  operator 
to  measure  the  strength  of  the  constant  current. 

Massage  Library. — There  is  also  a  very 
fine  medico-scientific  library  for  the  use  of 
pupils  both  before  and  after  qualifying.  The 
works  to  be  transcribed  into  Braille  for  this 
library  are  selected  by  the  well-known  ortho- 
paedic surgeon,  Mr.  P.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S. 
This  subject  is  one  of  considerable  importance 
and  somewhat  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present 
article,  and  it  is  therefore  hoped  to  deal 
with  it  at  length  on  a  future  occasion.  Mr. 
Jenner  Verrall  is  also  giving  a  very  valuable 
series  of  lectures  to  blind  students  on  Modern 
Orthopaedics. 

Hostel  Accommodation. — The  school  is 
not  a  resident  one,  but  hostel  accommodation 
is  found  for  all  students  whose  homes  are 
situated  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the 
National  Institute  to  allow  them  to  travel 
backwards  and  forwards  daily.  The  women 
students  are  afforded  quarters  at  the  Residential 
Club  for  Blind  Women,  Langham  Street,  W., 
founded  and  maintained  by  the  National 
Institute,  while  equally  good  accommodation 
is  provided  for  the  men  at  a  boarding-house 
in  the  vicinity  of  Regent's  Park.  All  arrange- 
ments for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the 
students  during  their  course  of  training  are 
in  the  capable  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Massage  Department,  who  acts  also  as  Secretary 
to  the  Massage  School. 

Settlement  and  After-care. — The  ex- 
aminations in  massage,  medical  gymnastics 
and  medical  electricity  having  been  success- 
fully passed,  the  blind  student,  now  a  fully- 
qualified  masseur  or  masseuse,  must  set  to 
work  to  build  up  a  private  practice  in  some 
locality  previously  decided  upon.  Here  the 
home  environment  of  the  masseur  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance.  The  difficulties  insepar- 
able from  making  a  start  will  be  greatly 
minimised  if  it  is  possible  for  him  to  set  aside 
a  room  in  his  parents'  house  which  may  be 
equipped  as  a  clinic  for  giving  treatments  in 
all  three  branches  of  his  craft.  The  interest  of 
the  local  medical  men  must  be  aroused  and 
their  support  obtained,  for  it  is  not  permissible 
for  qualified  masseurs  to  treat  patients  except 
under  the  supervision  or  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  a  registered  medical  practitioner.  It 
will  be  wise  for  the  masseur  to  obtain,  if  pos- 
sible, a  part-time  post,  paid  or  voluntary,  on 
the  staff  of  the  local  hospital,  as  this  will  bring 
him   into   touch   with   most   of  the   doctors 
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practising  in  the  neighbourhood.  Qualified 
masseurs  may  not  advertise,  but  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  attention  of  the  public  should 
not  be  drawn  to  their  existence  by  short  para- 
graphs appearing  from  time  to  time  among  the 
items  of  interest  in  the  local  papers.  In  all 
these  matters,  the  initiative  and  enterprise  of 
the  masseur  himself  are  called  for,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  overestimate  the  value  of  the 
assistance  which  can  be  given  him  in  his  efforts 
by  the  Massage  Department  of  the  Institute,  by 
reason  of  the  influence  and  experience  it  has 
acquired  during  its  ten  years  of  work. 

The  names  of  ioo  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses  are  entered  on  the  Institute's 
register,  of  whom  there  are  at  present  under 
the  care  of  the  Massage  Department  41 
masseurs  and  45  masseuses.  Of  these,  a  few 
hold  full-time  appointments  in  hospitals  or 
hydros,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  are 
engaged  in  private  practice,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  is  justifiably  proud  of  the 
fact  that  the  large  majority  are  self-supporting. 
In  a  profession  like  massage,  where  the  per- 
sonal equation  is  so  important  a  factor,  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  all  should 
be  equally  prosperous ;  but  it  may  be  confi- 
dently affirmed  that  all  are  earning  incomes  as 
good  as,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  far  better 
than,  those  they  would  have  earned  in  any 
other  walk  of  life.  There  can  perhaps  be  no 
greater  testimony  to  their  efficiency  than  the 
fact  that  they  owe  their  success  not  only  to  the 
support  and  recognition  which  they  have 
received  from  the  medical  profession,  but  also 
to  recommendation  from  one  patient  to 
another ;  for  sufferers  from  pain  and  disability 
do  not  urge  other  sufferers  to  undergo  what 
is,  after  all,  a  somewhat  expensive  form  of 
treatment,  unless  they  have  themselves  de- 
rived material  benefit  from  it. 

Conclusion. — Massage,  then,  is  a  profession 
for  which  the  blind  have  shown  themselves  to 
be  peculiarly  fitted,  and  in  which  they  may 
justly  hope  to  achieve  ever  more  and  more 
success.  To  blind  men  and  women  of  the 
right  type,  possessed  of  the  right  temperament, 
and  armed  with  the  highest  qualifications 
which  can  be  obtained,  it  offers  unrivalled 
opportunities  for  self-expression  and  self- 
development,  and  opens  up  a  sphere  of  useful 
work  of  the  type  best  calculated  to  nurture 
that  self-esteem  and  independence  of  spirit 
without  which  life  must  always  seem  un- 
profitable. 


AN  EXCHANGE  OF  BLIND  PUPILS 

WE  call  the  attention  of  teachers  of  the 
blind,  teachers  of  languages  and  others 
to  the  following  letter  which  we  have  received 
from  the  head  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  Congress  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  held 
in  Stuttgart  last  August  : — 

Kongress  fiir  Blindenwohlfahrt. 

Stiindiger  Kongress  Ausschuss. 

Halle/Saale 
Dear  Sir, 

At  the  Congress  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind,  held  in  Stuttgatt  in  August,  1924,  the 
German  Society  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  and 
all  other  German  Societies  for  the  Blind  passed 
a  resolution  expressing  the  wish  that  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Congress  should 
endeavour  to  form  a  connection  with  teachers 
of  the  blind  in  England,  in  order  to  effect  an 
exchange  of  talented  pupils  who  wish  to 
devote  themselves  to  teaching  languages,  and 
to  arrange  for  the  accommodation  of  blind 
students  and  teachers  who  wish  to  perfect 
their  knowledge  of  speaking  foreign  languages. 
As  Head  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Congress  I  beg  to  enquire  if  you  would  be 
inclined  to  consider  this  matter  of  an  exchange 
of  blind  pupils,  students  and  teachers,  and  could 
hold  out  any  prospects  as  to  whether  this 
exchange  would  be  possible  in  your  country. 
I  should  be  particularly  grateful  if  you  would 
let  me  know  under  what  conditions  and  cir- 
cumstances you  could  arrange  for  the  satis- 
factory accommodation  of  German  students 
and  teachers  who  wish  to  perfect  their  know- 
ledge of  English. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.    MULLER, 
Teacher  of  the  Blind, 
Head  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Congress. 

SUNSHINE  HOUSE,  LEAMINGTON 

THE  National  Institute's  modifications  of 
the  house  acquired  for  the  Third  Sun- 
shine Home,  Warwick  New  Road,  Royal 
Leamington  Spa,  and  the  furnishings  being 
all  completed,  the  first  batch  of  babies  was 
admitted  on  the  20th  May.  The  Home,  which 
is  beautifully  situate,  standing  in  its  own 
freehold  grounds,  will  accommodate  thirty 
children.  It  is  hoped  that  the  official  opening 
may  take  place  in  the  early  autumn. 
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MOON  BOOKS 

Subject    to    a   reduction    of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  resident   in  the  British  Isles,  and 
one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


2279-2289     "  The  Amateur  Gentleman,"  by  J.  Farnol,  11  vols 

2278     "  Wandering  Willie's  tale  "  (Redgauntlet),  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  1  vol. 


per  vol. 
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7    3 


FILMS   FOR   THE   BLIND 

IT  has  been  asserted  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  enjoyment  to  be  derived  from  moving 
pictures  is  the  result  of  the  "  atmosphere  " 
created  by  what  is  shown  on  the  screen  and 
not  merely  by  the  photo-play  itself.  In  de- 
monstration of  this  theory,  an  interesting 
experiment  was  recently  carried  out  by  the 
Piccadilly  Theatre,  New  York.  About  1,000 
blind  people  "  saw  "  the  picture  "  The  Light- 
house by  the  Sea,"  chosen  for  the  experiment 
largely  because  it  was  anticipated  that  the  dog, 
Rin-Tin-Tin,  would  make  an  exceptional 
appeal  to  their  imaginations. 

A  musical  score  differing  materially  from 
the  usual  score  used  in  picture  theatres  was 
specially  prepared. 

The  arrangements  were  completed  by  the 
preparation  of  an  "atmospheric  narrative" 
which  was  read  dramatically  while  the  photo- 
play was  being  projected,  and  this  narrative 
was  in  no  sense  a  mere  description  of  what  was 
being  shown  on  the  screen. 

First  results  of  the  experiment  were  imme- 
diately apparent  by  the  spontaneous  applause 
on  several  occasions  during  the  screening,  but 
how  much  the  blind  audience  "  saw  "  of  the 
picture  is  now  being  definitely  ascertained  by 
getting  every  blind  person  present  to  write  a 
review  of  the  picture. 

An  interesting  adjunct  to  the  performance 
was  the  production  for  the  first  time  in  film 
history  of  a  3,000  word  synopsis  of  the  photo- 
play story  in  two  systems  of  raised  letter  text — 
Braille  and  New  York  Point.  Copies  of  these 
synopses  were  distributed  to  the  audience  as 
they  left  the  theatre  after  having  "  seen  "  the 
picture. 

Sir  Richard  Arthur  Surtees  Paget,  Bart., 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind. 


RECENT    ADDITIONS    TO    THE 
NATIONAL    LIBRARY     FOR    THE    BLIND 

FICTION. 

Bailey,  H.  C.     The  Fool 4  vols. 

*Balzac,  H.  de.    Atheist's  Mass  and  other  Stories.  .  4  vols. 

Blackwood,  A.     John  Silence        . .          . .          .  .  5  vols. 

tCather,  Willa  S.     My  Antonia 3  vols. 

Chesterton,  G.  K.  Man  who  knew  too  much,  and 

other  Stories         .  .          .  .          . .          . .          .  .  6  vols. 

•Chesterton,  G.  K.     Napoleon  of  Notting  Hill     .  .  2  vols. 

tCurwood,  J.  O.     Gentleman  of  Courage        ....  3  vols. 

Dumas,  A.     Corsican  Brothers      .  .          .  .          . .  2  vols. 

Eyton,  J.     Jungle  Born     . .           . .           . .           . .  2  vols. 

Galsworthy,  J.     White  Monkey    . .          . .          . .  5  vols. 

Le  Quex,  W.     Hushed  Up.  .          ..          ..          ..  4  vols. 

Masefield,  J.     Sard  Harker            . .          . .          . .  5  vols. 

Oxenham,  E.  J.     School  of  Ups  and  Downs       .  .  4  vols. 

*Quiller-Couch,  Sir  A.  T.     Dead  Man's  Rock       .  .  3  vols. 

Rhodes,  Kathleen.     Under  Desert  Stars              .  .  4  vols. 

Sidgwick,  Mrs.  A.     London  Mixture         ..           ..  4  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bond,  F.  B.     Gate  of  Remembrance        . .  . .      3  vols. 

Braybrooke,    Lord   (Editor).     Diary   of   Samuel 

Pepys  (in  continuation)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  vols.  1-4 

(E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 
D'Albe,    E.    C.    Foumier.      Moon    Element :     an 

introduction  to  the  Wonders  of  Selenium  .  .      2  vols. 

(E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 
*Fellowes,  E.  H.     William  Byrd    . .  . .  . .      1  vol. 

Fletcher,    C.    R.    L.      Introductory    History    of 
England.     Part  I.     From  the  earliest  times  to 
the  close  of  the  Middle  Ages      .  .  ;  .  .  .      6  vols. 

(E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 
Jinarajadasa,  C.     First  Principles  of  Theosophy       4  vols. 
Mercier,      C.     E         Human      Temperaments: 

Character  Studies         . .  . .  . .  1  vol. 

Oliphant,  Mrs.     Jeanne  d'Arc       .  .  . .  .  .      6  vols. 

(E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 

FOREIGN. 

tBatiffol,  L.     La  Duchesse  de  Chevreuse.  .  ..      4  vols. 

tFabre,  J.  H.     Souvenirs  Entomologiques  Serie  IV.  4  vols. 

*  Books  presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
t  Books  presented  by  the  Permanent  Blind  Relief  War 
Fund 


A  BOOKLET  containing  the  full  text  of 
the  conditions,  with  other  information 
(translated  from  the  Spanish),  and  a  plan  of  the 
ground  on  which  the  Institute  for  the  Blind 
in  Argentina  is  to  be  erected,  has  now  been 
received  and  is  available  for  inspection  at 
the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Room 
42),   35    Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.i, 
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Progress. — Downing  Street  and  its  Story — The  Little 
Gentleman  in  a  Red  Coat — The  Old  Sedan  Chair  (Poem) 
— Wireless  for  the  Blind,  VII — National  Library  for  the 
Blind — Our  Prize  Competitions — Advertisements — Corres- 
pondence— Obituary  Notices — Matters  of  the  Moment — 
A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question  Box — French  Page — 
The  Man  who  got  through.  Insets  :  Chess  Supplement  : 
Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind ;  Baby's  Knitted 
Matinee  Jacket ;  Knitted  Vest.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — President  Ebert  and  Hjalmar 
Branting — Independence  Day  :  A  Sketch-Book,  Part  I 
(continued) — The  Mind  of  a  Bear — National  Library  for 
the  Blind — Cross-Word  Puzzles — The  Rotor  Ship.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Studies  in  Pianoforte  Interpreta- 
tion— Choral  Preludes  of  Bach  (continued) — Tuners' 
Column — Sir  Landon  Ronald  on  Concert  Failures — Another 
Great  Carillon — Percy  Aldridge  Grainger — Music  at  the 
N.I.B.  Supplement  :  Braille  Musical  Reviews.  Insets  : 
Piano  :  "  Desir  "  and  "  Caresse  Dansee,"  by  Scriabine. 
Song  :  "  And  so  I  made  a  Villanelle,"  by  Cyril  Scott. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  arid  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Some  Talks  on 
Music — A  Journey  on  the  Cornish  Riviera  Express — The 
Duke  of  Wellington — The  One-Horse  Bus — A  Talk  on 
Palestine — We  Cannot  Live  without  Some  Loss  (Poem) — 
Hans  Puschbaum — The  Fox — How  I  spent  my  Holiday — 
Prize  Competition — Cross-Word  Puzzle,  No.  3 — The 
Chiltern  Hundreds — The  Hardest  Worked  Words — 
Precious  Platinum.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — Mrs.  Rosita  Forbes  on  her  Travels — An 
Old  Easter  Custom  :  Maundy  Monev — Making  our   Money 


— Baking  a  Watch — The  King  behind  the  King  (Chapters 
XIX-XXII)  by  Warwick  Deeping — Mother-love  among 
Birds — What  was  it  ? — Some  Facts  about  Kapok — Apes 
in  a  Model  Village — Thought  for  the  Month — The  Way 
of  a  Turtle — The  Irishman  again — Discovery  of  a 
Vitamine.     (Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes— 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920 — Hydro- 
statics— Cioss-Word  Puzzles — Correspondence  —  Inter- 
national Notes — The  Poet's  Corner — Advertisements  and 
General  Notices — North  Wales  (The  Menai  Straits)— 
Favourite  Quotations.  Literary  Supplement :  Are  you 
an  Ancestor? -by  Rafael  Sabatini.  Music  Supplement: 
Famous  Hymns  of  Whitsuntide,  by  Paul  Preston  ;  Piano  : 
"  Chanson  Triste,"  by  Tschaikowsky.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon  Magazine. — The  Return,  by  Captain  R.  F. 
Foster  (T.P.'s  and  Cassell's  Weekly) — Where  the  'Buses 
Stop,  by  Peter  Traill  (John  o'  London) — Poetic  Bird-Names 
— Ringing  up  from  the  Sea.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  9s.  6d.  psr  annum,  post  free.) 


CARLISLE  HOME  &  WORKSHOPS  FOR  THE  BLIND- 
WANTED  Qualified  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind  of 
North  Westmorland.     Salary  £3  per  week,  plus  travelling 
expenses. — Apply  Mr.  W.  H.  Hill,  Secretary  and  Manager, 
22  Lonsdale  Street,  Carlisle. 


For  the  Holidays. 

"  Clivera,"  5  Stanley  Road,  Cliftonville.  A  homely  boarding- 
house.  Every  comfort,  good  table  and  personal  attention. 
Two  minutes  from  the  Oval  and  sea.  Two  to  three  guineas 
per  week,  inclusive.     Recommended  by  N.I.B.  officials. 


FOR    SALE — Harrison  Circular  Knitting  Machine 

with  two  cylinders  (84  and  72),  and  sewing  machine  stand. 
Cost  over  £18  ;  would  sell  for  £14.  Also  incomplete  set  of 
pressing-boards. — Apply  Miss  E.  Williamson,  51  High 
Street,  Gorleston-on-Sea. 


THE  BEACON— Advertisement. 


One  of  the  most  amazing  dramatic  spectacles  of  modern  times."- 
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hiaWatha 

IN     OPERATIC     FORM     WITH     SCENERY     AND     COSTUMES 

Adapted  and  Produced  by  T.  C.  FAIRBAIRN 


1,000  PERFORMERS 


Royal  Choral  Society 
Royal  Albert  Hall  Orchestra 


CAST    INCLUDES, 
HORACE  STEVENS  RUTH  VINCENT 

MAVIS  BENNETT 


ELIZABETH  MELLOR 
FRANK  WEBSTER 
FELIX  DEMERY 

JOHN  BOOTH 
EDWARD  McKEOWN 
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WILLIAM  HESELTINE 
LEIGHTON  LUCAS 


ANITA  DESMOND 
EDWARD  LEER 
MYRTLE  FARQUHARSON 
PHYLLIS  BEDELLS 

HUBERT  CARTER 
CONSTANCE  GROOME  OS-KE-NON-TON 

DORIS  SHEPHERD  CATHERINE   VALE 

WILLIAM  BOLAND  HORACE  VINCENT 


Conductors  :  Dr.  MALCOLM  SARGENT  and  H.  L.  BALFOUR 
Choreographist :    Miss  EUPHAN  MACLAREN 


PRICES     Grand  Tier    Boxes    (10    seats),     £5  5s.  Od.  ;    Loggias   (8    seats),     £4  4s.  Od.  ; 
(including  tax)     Second  Tier  Boxes  (5   seats;,  £2  2s.  6d.  ;    Stalls,   10s.    6d.  ;    Balcony,    5s.  9d. 

and  4s.  9d.  ;    Gallery  (unreserved),  2s.  4d. 
Tickets  are  obtainable  from    the    Royal    Albert    Hall   (Tel.  :    Kensington  5360),  the  usual  Agents,  and 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  228    Great  Portland  Street,  W.l  (Tel.  :    Museum  9701). 

The  net  profits  of  these  performances  will  be  equally  divided  amongst  the 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL  CORPORATION,  ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

and  the  Greater  London  Fund  of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
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MUSIC 

Church — 

6536  "  The  Lord  is  Great  in  Zion  "  (Anthem),  by  W.  T.  Best  ('Vertical  Score) 

6537  "  The  Eternal  God  is  thv  Refuge  "  (Harvest  Anthem),  by  J.  E.  West  (Vertical  Score) 
Organ — 

6538  Aria  from  the  Suite  in  D,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6539  Tuba  Tune,  by  Norman  Cocker  (Bar  by  bar) 

6540  "  In  Native  Worth  "  (Aria  from  "  The  Creation  "),  and  "  Quoniam  tu  solus  sanctus  "  (Chorus  from  "  Mass  in  E  flat' 
by  Haydn  (arranged  by  Pearce)  (Bar  by  bar) 

6541  "  Aylesford  Bridge,"  and  "  Allington  Lock,"  Nos.  1  and  2  of  "  Scenes  in  Kent,"  by  F.  H.  Wood  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

6542  "  Italian  Concerto,"  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

6543  Sonata  No.  21,  "  Waldstein,"  Op.  53.  Macpheison's  Edition,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 

6544  "  Introduction  and  Pastorale  in  A."  Op.  28,  by  Sterndale  Bennett  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6545  "  Fantasie  in  F  minor,"  Op.  49,  by  Chopin  (Bar  by  bar) 

6546  "  Restless  Nights,"  Op.  82,  Book  II,  Nos.  5-9,  by  Heller  (Bar  by  bar)     .  . 

6547  "  The  Changing  Year  "  (12  Short  Easy  Pieces),  by  Alec.  Rowley  (Bar  by  bar) 

6548  Second  Selection  from  "  Lilac  Time,"  by  Schubert  (arranged  by  Clutsam),  (Bar  by  bar) 

6549  "  Albumblatter  "  (Album  Leaves),  Op.  124,  by  Schumann  (Bar  by  bar). . 

6550  "  Tree-Top  Tunes  "  (21  Simple  Pieces),  by  Percy  A.  Whitehead  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano  Duets. — 

6551  Six  Easy  Pieces,  Op.  3,  by  Weber  (Bar  by  bar),  Primo  Parts 

6552  „  „  „  Secondo  Parts 
Dance — 

6553  "  All  Alone,"  Waltz-Song,  by  Irving  Berlin  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Violin  and  Piano — 

6554  "  Ritournelle,"  by  F.  Borowski  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6555  "  There's  Someone  in  the  Orchard,"  by  H.  Austin  (F,  Compass  C  to  G'),  pocket  size 

6556  "  Kathleen  Mavourneen,"  by  F.  Crouch  (D  flat,  Compass  A  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6557  "  Oh  !  had  I  Jubal's  Lyre,"  from  "  Joshua,"  by  Handel  (A.  Compass  D  sharp  to  F'),  pocket 

6558  "  Cherry  Ripe,"  by  C.  E.  Horn  (C,  Compass  B  to  E')         

6559  "  Sometime  Tim  "  (Unison  Song),  by  Stanley  Marchant,  pocket  size 

6560  "  The  Holy  Child"  (Luther's  "  Cradle  Hymn,")  by  Easthope  Martin  (B  flat,  Compass  F  to  F')  pocl 

6561  "  A  Page's  Road  Song,"  bv  Ivor  Novello  (F,  Compass  E  to  F') 

6562  "  Cujus  Animam,"  from  "  Stabat  Mater,"  by  Rossini  (F.  Compass  C  to  G'  flat) 
Two-Part  Song — 

6563  "  In  His  Hand,"  from  "  Come,  let  us  Sing,"  by  Mendelssohn  (Treble  Voices)     . 
Moon  Books. 
2290-1     "  The  First  and  the  Last,"  by  J.  Galsworthy,  2  vols.,  per  vol.   .  . 
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5922     New  World  History  Series,  Book  1,  Manning, 


5923                         „                      Book  2, 

)) 

5924                        „                      Book  3, 

5925                        „                       Book  4, 

;: 

Fiction — 

6290     A  Matter  of  Fact,  Kipling 

Essays,  Belles  Lettres — 

6316     Oliver  Cromwell,  Drinkwater 

Plays — 

6317     Mary  Stuart 

Belles  Lettres — 

6346      Reflections  on   the   French   Revolution, 

1   vol, 

6347 

2  vol, 
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3  vol, 
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CHORLEY    WOOD    COLLEGE 

FOR     GIRLS     WITH     LITTLE     OR     NO     SIGHT 


ACK  to  school  after  the  holidays  ! 
Nowadays  the  average  schoolgirl 
who  has  so  eagerly  checked  off  the 
last  days  of  the  term  on  her  fingers 
or  the  almanac,  is  equally  glad  to 
return  to  school.  She  has  enjoyed 
the  happy  time  spent  with  parents, 
brothers,  sisters  and  friends,  the 
picnics,  parties  and  other  recrea- 
tions, the  late  rising — the  general 
freedom.  But  the  school  of  some 
twenty  to  thirty  years  ago,  with  its  atmosphere 
of  severity  and  repression,  is  now  practically 
non-existent.  The  child  who  has  enjoyed  the 
freedom  of  the  holidays  goes  back  to  the 
disciplined  freedom  of  school,  with  its  interest- 
ing lessons  and  games,  its  walks  and  talks  and 
sociability. 

I  have  it  on  the  best  authority  that  the  pupils 
who  attend  the  school  which  is  my  present 
theme  are  always  eager  to  return  at  the  end 
of  their  holidays,  and  I  am  not  surprised. 
There  are  so  many  interesting  things  to  do 
there,  such  pleasant  surroundings  in  which  to 
work,  such  happy  companionship  and  control. 
When,  four  years  ago,  the  fine  country  house 
known  as  the  Cedars  was  opened  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  as  Chorley 
Wood  College  for  the  Higher  Education  of 
Girls  with  little  or  no  Sight,  the  public  was 
sceptical  as  to  the  need  for  any  such  Institution. 
Certainly  to  the  uninitiated  the  idea  that  girls 
with  little  or  no  sight  should  be  able  to  live  a 
healthy,  happy  and  practically  normal  school 
life  must  have  appeared  little  short  of  fantastic. 


In  this,  as  in  so  many  other  matters  concerning 
the  blind,  the  public  is  receiving  its  education. 
Having  accustomed  itself  to  the  knowledge 
that  blind  boys  are  leading  a  happy  and  normal 
school-life  at  Worcester  College  and  are  taking 
their  places  in  the  world  in  many  callings  and 
professions,  it  has  turned  its  attention  to 
Chorley  Wood  College,  and  is  slowly  realising 
that  the  vital  question  of  the  higher  education 
of  blind  girls  is  at  length  being  solved  in 
indisputable  fashion. 

Is  it  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  for  the 
blind  or  partially  blind  girl  a  good  education 
is  even  more  essential  than  for  her  sighted 
sister  ?  Surely  not,  for  brief  reflection  will 
reveal  the  fact  that  all  a  sightless  girl's  happiness 
may  be  bound  up  in  the  results  of  such  edu- 
cation, whilst  other  possibilities  are  open  to 
the  girl  who  can  see.  Not  long  ago  a  restricted 
number  of  handicrafts  were  considered  to  be 
the  sole  occupations  for  which  the  blind  girl 
was  fitted.  Chorley  Wood  College  is  trium- 
phantly demonstrating  the  possibility  of  a  far 
wider  scope  for  her  abilities. 

Let  us  in  imagination  make  a  tour  of  in- 
spection of  the  College  and  watch  the  girls  at 
work  and  at  play.  First,  a  word  as  to  its 
history.  Four  years  ago  this  beautiful  house 
was  presented  to  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Batty.  Before  it  could  be 
opened  as  a  school,  certain  alterations  had  to 
be  effected,  and  meanwhile  the  first  five 
pupils  were  received  at  Old  Jordans  Hostel, 
famous  through  its  association  with  the  Penn 
family  and  now  affectionately  alluded  to  by  the 
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blind  girls  as  the  nursery  of  Chorley  Wood 
College.  Here  the  first  lessons  were  given 
and  the  first  games  organised  in  the  peaceful 
atmosphere  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  until  the 
little  party  of  pupils  and  staff  moved  into  their 
rightful  quarters. 

Chorley  Wood  College  is  an  ideal  school- 
house.  The  numerous  class-rooms,  large  and 
small,  the  lofty  music-room,  the  practice- 
rooms,  kitchens  and  dormitories  are  all  ad- 
mirably fitted  up  for  their  respective  purposes. 
The  garden  with  its  stately  cedar  trees,  its 
playing  fields  and  lawn,  its  poultry  run  and 
flower  garden,  forms  one  of  the  show  sights  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
imagine  more  ideal  conditions  under  which  to 
work  and  to  play. 

The  College  now  numbers  33  pupils,  who 
have  come  from  all  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom and  Ireland,  as  well  as  from  Italy  and 
Sweden.  The  Principal,  Miss  Phyllis  Monk, 
M.A.,  is  assisted  by  a  competent  teaching  staff, 
of  whom  some  are  resident  at  the  College  and 
others  visiting  professors.  There  is  also  a 
hospital-trained  nurse,  who  attends  to  the 
children's  ailments  and  keeps  their  clothes 
in  order. 

Besides  the  usual  English  subjects,  French, 
Latin,  arithmetic,  mathematics,  typewriting 
and  music  are  taught,  as  well  as  gymnastics, 
dancing,  swimming,  gardening,  poultry- 
keeping,  handicrafts  and  domestic  crafts, 
including  sewing — in  fact,  all  the  subjects 
which  go  to  form  a  good  general  education, 
and  to  create  that  greatest  of  all  assets :  a 
sound  mind  in  a  healthy  body. 

On  our  tour  of  inspection  we  find  some  of 
the  little  ones  enjoying  a  French  lesson.  They 
repeat  a  poem  they  have  just  committed  to 
memory  ;  they  rise  to  open  and  shut  doors, 
windows,  etc.,  having  received  their  orders  in 
French  and  explaining  in  the  same  language 
what  they  are  doing.  In  another  class-room 
older  girls  are  busily  working  out  problems 
in  algebra  on  frames  specially  invented  for  the 
use  of  the  blind.  In  the  gymnasium  what 
appears  to  the  uninitiated  to  be  feats  of  daring 
are  being  performed  with  horizontal  bars,  rib 
stools,  etc.  Later,  a  delightful  music  lesson 
is  participated  in  by  all  the  older  pupils.  The 
first  part  consists  of  a  lecture  on  harmony  in 
which  interruptions  in  the  way  of  questions 
are  permitted  and  encouraged.  Then  there  is 
part  and  solo  singing,  among  the  songs  ren- 
dered being  the  School  Song,  which  we 
reproduce  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers.    It  is 


entirely  a  Chorley  Wood  College  production, 
having  been  written  by  one  of  the  mistresses 
and  set  to  music  by  the  music  master,  and  it 
reflects  in  admirable  fashion  the  pioneer  spirit 
with  which  this  Great  Adventure  was  under- 
taken : — 

OUR    SHIP. 
The  wind  in  the  rigging, 

A  clamorous  salt  sea, 
Fair  or  dirty  weather, 
It  matters  not  to  me, 
For  I'm  afloat 
In  a  sea-going  boat, 
And  she  won't  go  down, 
Not  she  ! 

Though  skies  be  overcast, 

And  land  be  out  of  sight, 
The  company  I've  shipped  with 
Is  navigating  right, 
As  seamen  do 
When  the  needle's  true, 
And  the  racing  sea 

Foams  white  ! 
Once  aboard  The  Cedars, 

You're  never  going  back  : 
The  wind  is  blowing  forward, 
An  awkward  wind  to  tack. 
You've  swung  your  cot 
With  a  pioneer  lot  ; 
You'll  very  soon  get  the  knack  ! 

Voyaging  !     Voyaging  ! 

It's  not  a  pleasure  trip. 
Passengers  not  wanted  ; 
But,  if  you'll  take  a  tip, 
You'll  join  the  crew 
And  steer  her  through. 
Here's  to  all  aboard 
Our  Ship  ! 

We  are  also  treated  to  excerpts  from  a  light 
opera  which  was  produced  at  a  recent  school 
entertainment,  and  written  and  composed  by 
the  same  authors.  It  consists  of  skits  on 
school  life,  cleverly  set  to  music,  full  of 
humour  and  with  a  distinct  Gilbertian  flavour. 
Those  interested  in  the  College  should  witness 
the  next  production  of  this  amusing  caricature 
of  life  at  the  College  which  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  performed  once  more  during  the  course  of 
the  present  term. 

In  our  itinerary  of  the  various  class-rooms 
we  find  several  of  the  older  girls  intent  on 
reading  up  the  subjects  in  which  they  are 
specialising.  As  time  goes  on,  it  is  hoped  that 
many  will  pass  on  to  College  and  make  for 
themselves  distinguished  careers.    We  are  told 
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that  one  ex-pupil  is  already  at  Oxford,  working 
for  a  degree.  Many  of  the  pupils  have  gained 
successes  in  music  examinations,  and  the 
College  magazine  bears  distinct  traces  of 
literary  talent.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  if 
anything,  the  blind  children  show  a  greater 
zest  in  their  work  than  do  normally  sighted 
schoolgirls,  and  this  although  no  tempting 
bait  of  marks  or  prizes  is  offered. 

A  certain  amount  of  time  is  devoted  to 
handicrafts,  and  we  are  shown  pretty  speci- 
mens of  raffia  work  and  basketry  which  have 
been  turned  out  by  the  pupils  in  class  and  in 
their  leisure  hours.  The  weaving  loom  is  also 
found  most  useful,  as  by  its  means  the  girls 
help  to  fabricate  the  cloth  for  part  of  their 
attractive 
school  uni- 
form ,  which 
c  o  n  s  i  s  t  s  of 
brown  tunics, 
relieved  with 
orange  braid, 
and  tussore 
slips.  Pottery- 
making  is  also 
a  favourite 
subject.  The 
College  is  the 
proud  posses- 
sor of  a  pot- 
ter's wheel  and 
a  kiln  for 
firing  the  pot- 
tery, and  many 
artistic  bowls 
and  vases  are  shown  on  the  class-room  shelves. 

No  description  of  Chorley  Wood  College 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  its  school 
game,  of  which  pupils  and  staff  are  equally 
proud.  This  game,  invented  by  the  Principal, 
Miss  Monk,  and  known  as  Sport-X,  is  a  skilful 
combination  of  various  games  played  with 
a  net-ball.  Two  baskets  form  the  goals,  and 
the  players  are  divided  into  runners,  consisting 
of  girls  with  no  sight,  and  fielders,  who  are 
only  partially  blind.  A  runner  starts  the  game 
by  throwing  the  ball,  and  then  runs  backwards 
and  forwards  between  the  goals  until  it  has 
reached  its  appointed  goal.  The  defending 
fielders  endeavour  to  prevent  the  opposing 
team  from  obtaining  possession  of  the  ball, 
and  also  to  allow  runs  to  accumulate  by  keeping 
the  ball  in  play.  Meanwhile,  the  opposing 
fielders  do  their  utmost  to  get  hold  of  the  bah, 
and  place  it  in  the  basket  opposite  to  the  one 
from  which  it  was  originally  thrown.    The  value 
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of  this  game,  apart  from  the  physical  benefits 
which  it  confers,  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  forms  a 
medium  by  which  blind  and  sighted  girls  can 
meet  on  common  ground.  Contact  with  their 
contemporaries  in  the  outside  world  has  been 
established  by  means  of  Sport-X  matches 
which  have  been  played  against  teams  from 
Wycombe  Abbey  and  Blackheath  High  School, 
and  a  valuable  sense  of  comradeship  has  been 
engendered  through  this  common  interest. 

Sport-X  is  by  no  means  the  only  form  of 
recreation  enjoyed.  Expeditions  to  town  to 
attend  concerts  are  frequently  undertaken,  and 
school  entertainments,  in  the  organisation  of 
which  the  girls  take  a  very  competent  hand, 
are  given  at  half-term,  when  parents  and  friends 

are  invited  to 
the  College.  ■ 
Although  not 
yet  officially 
"  recognised," 
the  Board  of 
Education 
sanctions  suit- 
able grants 
from  Local 
Education 
Authorities  to 
promising 
pupils,  and 
when  the  ne- 
c  e  s  s  a  r  y  pre- 
liminary stages 
have  been 
gone  through 
Chorley  Wood 
College  is  likely  to  be  fully  recognised  by  the 
State.  When  amongst  themselves,  the  pupils  do 
not,  of  course,  experience  a  sense  of  disad- 
vantage. They  all  work  under  the  same 
conditions  and  use  the  same  means  of  instruc- 
tion, either  because  they  cannot  see,  or  in 
order  to  save  the  small  degree  of  eyesight  which 
they  may  possess.  The  word  "  blind  "  is 
never  heard,  and  the  whole  atmosphere  is 
charged  with  the  spirit  of  health  and  normality. 
The  School  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  or,  let  us 
say,  its  early  childhood,  but  already  the  pupils 
are  proud  of  their  Alma  Mater,  and  well  may 
they  be  so.  As  time  goes  on,  the  spirit  of  its 
traditions  will  reinforce  the  pioneer  spirit 
which  characterised  the  opening  years  of  its 
existence,  and  departing  pupils  will  hand  on 
to  their  successors  the  torch  which  was  kindled 
in  order  to  provide  their  souls  with  a  constant 
source  of  light. 

May  that  torch  never  be  extinguished  ! 
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COLLEGE    AND    ASSOCIATION    OF    TEACHERS 

OF    THE    BLIND 


WELL-ATTENDED  meeting  of 
members  of  the  College  and  Asso- 
ciation of  Teachers  of  the  Blind 
was  held  in  the  Armitage  Hall  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
on  Saturday,  June  6th,  to  hear  an 
address  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Gorrell,  C.B.E.,  M.C.  The  newly- 
elected  Chairman  of  the  College 
and  Association,  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley, 
presided. 

The  Chairman,  in  welcoming  Lord  Gorrell, 
referred  in  appreciative  terms  to  his  Lordship's 
activities,  particularly  to  his  Chairmanship  of 
the  Teachers'  Registration  Council  and  to  his 
connection  with  various  societies  having 
social  welfare  for  their  object. 

In  bis  introductory  remarks,  Lord  Gorrell 
spoke  of  the  excellent  work  which  was  being 
performed  by  the  College  and  Association.  He 
went  on  to  discuss  the  general  danger  of  over- 
specialisation,  remarking  that  unless  the  special- 
ists remembered  the  fact  that  they  were 
necessarily  concerned  with  the  larger  life 
around  them,  they  could  not  fully  make  use, 
in  their  own  special  branch,  of  the  knowledge 
they  had  acquired.  The  fact  that  he  had  been 
invited  there  that  afternoon  was  a  welcome 
proof  that  the  College  and  Association  realised 
that,  however  necessary  it  might  be  to  study 
their  own  special  problems,  they  formed  a  part 
of  something  much  larger,  namely,  the  teaching 
profession  as  a  whole.  Certain  criticisms  had 
been  directed  towards  the  teaching  profession, 
on  the  score  that,  as  a  whole,  it  had  kept  itself 
apart  from  the  nation.  The  speaker  emphasised 
the  fact  that,  even  as  a  branch  dealing  with  a 
special  subject  must  consider  itself  part  of  the 
whole  teaching  profession,  so  must  the 
teaching  profession  also  enter  into  the  full  life 
of  the  times  and  all  the  problems  which  af- 
fected them.  Passing  on  to  the  teaching  of 
the  blind,  Lord  Gorrell  expressed  wonderment 
at  the  placidity,  to  outward  view,  at  all  events, 
of  the  majority  of  blind  people,  in  contrast  to 
the  greater  number  of  those  who  suffered  from 
deafness.  In  the  case  of  the  blind,  he  thought 
that  one  degree  of  their  apparent  "  normal 
placidity  "  was  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
very  closely  and  necessarily  brought  into  com- 
munity with  their  fellow-men,  whose  personal 


contact  and  help  they  required  in  so  many 
instances. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  over-speciali- 
sation, Lord  Gorrell  said  that  the  tendency 
under  local  administration  had  been  greatly 
to  restrict  the  general  movement  of  teachers 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another.  This 
might  result  in  efficiency  with  regard  to  the 
particular  school  or  locality  in  question,  but  a 
lack  of  the  power  of  applying  the  teachers' 
knowledge  to  outside  conditions  and  a  con- 
sequent tendency  to  narrow-mindedness,  was 
liable  to  ensue.  In  one  other  respect  we  had 
suffered  from  regarding  education  as  placed  in 
a  water-tight  compartment — namely,  in  that 
there  was  a  lack  of  continuity  between  the 
three  main  distinctions  of  elementary,  secon- 
dary and  university  education.  He  considered 
that  education  was  a  system  of  co-operation, 
and  that  there  were  three  agencies  to  be  con- 
sidered, all  working  together  or  pulling  apart 
— the  teacher,  the  pupil  and  the  parent.  He 
further  alluded  to  the  growing  demand  of  a 
large  majority  of  teachers  that  their  work 
should  be  elevated  into  something  more 
nearly  approaching  a  profession.  In  order  to 
effect  this  change  two  things  were  necessary  : 
members  must  needs  have  undergone  some 
training  for  the  work  they  were  undertaking, 
and  they  must  also  have  had  some  experience 
of  the  work. 

As  regards  the  pupil,  he  dwelt  on  the  two 
opposing  interpretations  of  teaching  which 
were  quoted  so  often  :  (i)  that  it  was  the 
putting  in  of  knowledge  ;  (2)  that  it  was  the 
drawing  out  of  character.  He  himself  thought 
that  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  these  two 
points  were  both  factors  in  one  process. 

To  those  engaged  in  teaching  work  he 
called  to  memory  the  words  written  of  the 
late  American  Ambassador,  Mr.  Walter  Hines 
Page  : — "  Page  had  a  profound  respect  for  a 
human  being  simply  because  he  was  a  human 
being.  The  mere  fact  that  a  man,  woman  or 
child  lived  and  breathed,  had  his  virtues  and 
his  failings,  constituted  in  Page's  imagination 
a  tremendous  fact." 

Lord  Gorrell  then  discussed  the  problem  of 
teaching  children  the  beautiful  things  of  life 
whilst  fitting  them  to  earn  a  livelihood;  in 
other  words,  of  effecting  a  true  compromise 
between    the    practical    and    the    ideal.      He 
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thought  that  in  all  probability  these  two  con- 
flicting aims  would  be  blended  into  one  now 
that  so  much  more  attention  was  being  given 
to  the  whole  subject  of  education.  A  great 
many  benefits  were  derived  from  the  increasing 
number  of  discussions  and  enquiries  regarding 
the  educational  life  of  the  nation.  They  were, 
he  said,  faced  with  many  problems.  It  was  an 
interesting  and  a  hopeful  sign  that  so  many 
people  were  beginning  to  discuss  the  problem 
of  the  child  between  the  ages  of  1 1  and  14  and 
upwards.  Coupled  with  the  increasing  volume 
of  enquiry  and  discussion  concerning  educa- 
tional affairs,  there  was  a  far  wider  recognition 
of  the  status  of  the  teaching  profession.  It 
was  significant  that,  in  the  recent  Report  on 
Training  to  the  Board  of  Education,  very 
great  emphasis  was  laid  upon  this  question  of 
status,  and  he  thought  that  nobody  who  had 
been  at  all  concerned  with  educational  affairs, 
or  had  to  any  extent  studied  education  in  the 
life  of  the  nation,  could  fail  to  realise  that  the 
profession  of  a  teacher  must  of  necessity  be  a 
very  high  one,  in  that  it  was  perpetually 
dealing  with  the  mind  and  the  future  life  of  a 
very  large  number  of  people. 

In  conclusion,  Lord  Gorrell  said  that  he 
considered  himself  privileged  to  be  connected 
with  those  whose  whole  professional  outlook 
was  comprised  in  the  word  "  service."  It  was 
an  honour  to  be  associated  with  those  engaged 
in  teaching,  and  he  was  especially  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  afternoon,  while  coming 
amongst  those  who  were  engaged  in  a  special, 
a  difficult  and  a  very  noble  branch  of  the 
calling. 

Following  on  Lord  GorrelPs  address,  two 
interesting  points  were  raised  by  Miss  M.  M.  R. 
Garraway,  who  urged  the  registration  of 
teachers,  and  also  put  forward  a  plea  for 
smaller  classes.  Sir  Ellis  Cunliffe,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Ritchie,  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley,  Miss  Wood  and 
Mr.  Guy  Campbell  took  part  in  the  discussion. 
Lord  Gorrell  again  addressed  the  gathering, 
and  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Lord 
Gorrell  for  his  interesting  address,  to  the 
Chairman  for  presiding,  and  to  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  for  the  use  of  the  Hall. 

We  have  been  greatly  interested  to  learn 
that  each  of  the  employees  of  the  Incorporated 
Association  for  Promoting  the  General  Wel- 
fare of  the  Blind,  Tottenham  Court  Road — 
some  200  in  number — has  had  a  wireless  set 
installed  in  his  or  her  home,  free  of  charge, 
the  license  being  paid  in  each  case. 


THE  NATIONAL  UNION  OF  THE 
BLIND 

IT  was  a  happy  inspiration  by  which  the 
Management  Committee  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Blind  was  persuaded  to  invite  to 
the  annual  conferences  distinguished  men  in 
various  professions  to  give  the  results  of  their 
knowledge  and  experiences.  At  the  conven- 
tion recently  held  in  Newport  this  fact  was 
more  than  ever  emphasised  by  the  value  of  the 
papers  submitted,  both  by  Dr.  Coulter  and 
Mr.  G.  C.  Brown,  M.A.  Last  year  we  remarked 
that  the  high  standard  attained  in  some  of  the 
debates  was  a  very  gratifying  feature  of  the 
deliberations.  The  recent  Conference,  how- 
ever, eclipsed  everything  previously  attained 
in  this  direction,  and  a  verbatim  report  shows 
that  the  representatives  were  usually  well 
informed,  and  capable  of  giving  a  clear  and 
succinct  account  of  the  faith  that  is  in  them. 
During  the  deliberations  there  were  three 
resolutions  of  outstanding  importance  : — 

1.  Dealing  with  the  establishment  of 
hostels  for  workers ; 

2.  A  very  important  resolution  dealing 
with  the  organisation  of  industrial 
employment,  and 

3.  The  urgent  resolution  of  the  confer- 
ence dealing  with  wage  conditions. 

This  latter  resolution  is  a  substitute  for  the 
minimum  wage  proposals,  and  reads  as 
follows  : — 

"  This  conference,  having  carefully  examined 
the  wage  problem  as  it  affects  members  of  the 
blind  community,  expresses  the  opinion  that 
a  pure  system  of  piece  work  does  not  tend  to 
increase  their  material  happiness,  and  we  urge 
the  Government  to  consider  a  reasonable 
alternative  proposal.  We  suggest  that  blind 
workers  cannot  obtain  an  adequate  standard 
of  life  in  competition  with  other  artisans, 
unless  an  assessment  of  their  disability  is  made;, 
and  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  a  Govern- 
ment commission  has  already  determined  that 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  average  sightless 
worker  is  from  33  to  50  per  cent,  lower  than 
that  of  the  sighted  artisan  employed  in  the  same 
industry,  we  suggest  that  any  system  of  re- 
muneration should  take  this  factor  into 
account,  and  provide  a  subsidy  commensurate 
with  such  incapacity.  We  affirm  that  every 
blind  person  employed  in  a  workshop  should 
receive  such  recognition,  and  that  the  financial 
obligation  should  be  partly  borne  by  the  State, 
and  partly  by  the  municipalities,  thus  releasing 


THE    BEACON 


the  money  at  the  disposal  of  voluntary  insti- 
tutions for  other  benevolent  work  on  behalf 
of  the  blind.  The  assessment  of  disability 
should  be  based  on  the  average  earnings  of 
sighted  men  and  women  employed  in  the  same 
industries  as  those  in  which  the  blind  are 
engaged,  so  that  every  bona  fide  blind  worker 
may  thereby  receive  a  weekly  wage,  plus  his 
disablement  grant,  such  as  will  enable  him  to 
live  a  decent  life,  and  at  the  same  time  act  as 
an  incentive  to  his  productive  capacity.  This 
■conference  instructs  the  Management  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  suitable  explanatory  state- 
ment for  general  propaganda  purposes." 


READING   COMPETITION   FOR 
THE   BLIND 

THE  sixth  annual  Reading  Competition 
was  held  at  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  1 8  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  on 
Saturday,  May  23  rd,   1925. 

The  preliminary  readings  took  place  in  the 
morning,  and  Miss  Buckton,  Professor  Mac- 
Donald,  Mr.  E.  Le  Breton  Martin,  Mr.  Dixson 
and  Mr.  de  la  Mare  Rowley  acted  as  judges. 

A  new  interest  was  added  to  the  competition 
this  year  in  the  introduction  of  a  class  for 
French  reading,  Mrs.  de  la  Mare  Rowley 
kindly  undertaking  to  judge. 

Lord  Blanesburgh,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Library,  in  opening  the  afternoon  session, 
welcomed  the  judges,  Lady  Keeble  (Miss 
Lilian  MacCarthy)  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Stobart.  He 
announced  that  it  was  a  very  real  regret  to  all 
that  Professor  Gilbert  Murray,  who  was  to  have 
been  present,  had  been  prevented  by  illness. 
Professor  Murray  had  judged  at  all  former 
competitions,  and  his  interest  and  sympathy 
had  done  much  to  add  to  the  success  of  the 
meetings.  Professor  MacDonald  kindly  agreed 
to  take  his  place. 

The  following  passages,   unknown   to   the 
competitors,  had  been  selected  : 
Class  A  (adults  who  had  learnt  Braille  before 
the  age  of  16)  :    An  extract  from  Burke's 
"  Reflections   on  the   French   Revolution  " 
and  "  The  Patriot,"  by  Robert  Browning. 
French   Class  :     An    extract   from   Michelet's 
"  Histoire   de   France,"   and   "  Reves   Am- 
bitieux,"  by  Soulary. 
Junior  Class  (between  12  and  16  years  of  age)  : 
The   opening   paragraphs   of  "  Cross   Pur- 
poses," by  George  MacDonald,  and  "  Trade 
Winds,"  by  John  Masefield. 


Junior  Class  (Children  under  12):  An  extract 
from  "The  Story  of  Peter  Pan,"  and  "At 
Home"  from  "When  we  were  very 
young,"  by  A.  A.  Milne. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Stobart,  in  announcing  the 
winners,  told  the  audience  that  the  judges  had 
had  great  difficulty  in  making  their  decisions ; 
and  Lady  Keeble,  in  criticising  the  readings, 
expressed  her  appreciation  of  the  delicacy  of 
the  rendering  of  the  difficult  passages. 

Lord  Blanesburgh  presented  the  prizes  with 
a  few  congratulatory  words  to  each  successful 
candidate.     These  were  : 

Class  A.  First  prize  :  Mr.  H.  G.  Oke ; 
second  prize  :  Miss  C.  Till  ;  third  prize  :  Miss 
R.  Last. 

Consolation  Prizes. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Wills,  Miss 
Doris  Ivens,  Mr.  H.  E.  Doggett. 

French  Class.  First  prize  :  Miss  M.  Jame- 
son :    second  prize  :   Mr.  H.  G.  Oke. 

Junior  Class  (under  16).  First  prize:  Maisie 
Scherer  ;  second  prize  :    Kathleen  Cogar. 

Junior  Class  (under  12).  First  prize  :  Helen 
Fletcher  ;  second  prize  :  May  Chapman  ; 
third  prize  :  Herbert  Spencer. 

Consolation  Prizes. — Alfred  Heckman;  Joyce 
Middleton. 

Lord  Frederic  Hamilton  provided  a  delight- 
ful surprise  in  the  form  of  a  box  of  chocolates 
to  each  successful  junior  competitor. 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  excellence  of 
the  reading,  which  he  said  "  had  an  effect 
almost  overwhelming,"  also  to  the  splendid 
way  in  which  the  judges  had  approached  their 
difficult  task  of  awarding  the  prizes. 

He  drew  the  attention  of  all  present  to  the 
tremendous  debt  of  gratitude  the  Library 
owed  to  the  voluntary  workers,  whose  loyal 
and  untiring  labour  in  transcribing  books 
into  embossed  type  is  doing  so  much  to  enable 
the  readers  to  keep  abreast  of  modern  literature. 

He  explained  that  the  present  Library  pre- 
mises were  quite  inadequate  to  house  the 
ever-growing  collection  of  books,  and  that  it 
was  hoped  to  lay  the  foundation  stone  of  the 
much-needed  extension  in  the  autumn.  A 
considerable  sum  had  been  raised  towards  this 
expenditure,  but  £7,000  was  still  required  to 
complete  the  work. 

The  size  of  the  audience  and  the  enthusiastic 
reception  of  the  readings  showed  once  more 
how  much  general  interest  is  aroused  by  the 
competition. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

FREDERICK    ALFRED    WALFORD 

"A  lantern  in  the  hand  is  worth  a  do^en  stars. 
Be  a  lantern  then,  with  all  jour  might." 


T  is  not  given  to  many  folks  to  have 
laboured  for  half  a  century  in  a 
single  beloved  cause.  This  record 
has  been  achieved  by  the  subject  of 
our  present  biography,  who,  after 
fifty  years  of  work  for  the  blind,  has 
this  year  retired  to  enjoy  his  well- 
merited  re- 
pose. The 
expressions 
of  good- will 

and     affection      which 

have      followed      Mr. 

Frederick    Alfred 

Walford  into  his  retire- 
ment    testify     to     the 

success       which       has 

crowned    his   work — a 

success     due    in    large 

measure    to    a    cheery 

optimism,  an  unfailing 

sympathy  and  a  large- 
hearted    understanding 

of  the  joys  and  sorrows 

of  his  fellow-blind. 
Mr.    Walford,    who 

was  born  at  Abingdon, 

in    Berkshire,    lost  his 

sight  when  only  a  few 

days  old.     Shortly  after 

his     birth     his     family 

removed     to     the     old 

blanket  town  of  Witnev 

around  which  cling  his 

earliest   memories    and 

which    he    has    always 

regarded    as     his     native 

three    years     he     attended 

until   the    day    on    which, 

on    an    errand,    he   was 


city.  For  some 
a  local  school, 
having  been  sent 
caned  for  arriving 
late.  His  father  was  so  deeply  incensed  at 
this  treatment  of  his  blind  son  that  he  declared 
he  should  not  attend  school  again ;  but  he  him- 
self has  since  deeply  deplored  the  fact  that  his 
education  was  thus  nipped  in  the  bud.  Until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  assisted  his 
mother  in  her  small  retail  business.  At  this 
time  the  then  Rector  of  Witney,  the  Rev.  F.  M. 


Cunningham,  began  to  interest  himself  in  the 
blind  lad.  He  was  invited  up  to  the  Rectory, 
where  many  a  pleasant  evening  was  spent  in 
reading  and  conversation.  In  1869  Mr. 
Cunningham  secured  his  admission  into  the 
Birmingham  Institution,  now  known  as  the 
Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
where  he  was  taught 
basket-making,  and  re- 
mained as  a  pupil  for 
four  and  a  half  years. 
In  1874,  he  went  to 
work  as  a  basket-maker 
for  the  late  blind 
Councillor  J.  J.  Plater. 
In  January,  1875,  the 
home  teacher  and 
visitor  of  the  blind 
attached  to  the  Birming- 
ham Institution  died. 
The  vacant  post  was 
then  offered  to  Mr. 
Walford  by  the  late 
Miss  Mary  Badger,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the 
Institution. §  "  After 
some  thought  and 
prayer,"  writes  Mr. 
Walford  in  character- 
istic fashion,  "  I  accept- 
ed the  post."  Thus  he 
became  a  home  teacher 
and  visitor  of  the  blind 
of  Birmingham  and 
district— an  office  which 
he  has  held  with  dis- 
tinction for  half  a  century. 

We  have  Mr.  Walford's  own  record  of  the 
conditions  prevalent  among  the  blind  at  the 
period  in  which  he  first  undertook  work  on 
their  behalf.  His  account  is  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  the  present-day  worker,  and  cannot 
fail  to  arouse  a  feeling  of  gratitude  for  the 
improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
present  generation.  At  the  time  of  his  early 
ministrations  the  blind  poor  were  obliged  to 
have  recourse  either  to  mendicancy  or  the 
acceptance  of  parish  relief,  often  totally  inade- 
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quate  for  the  needs  of  their  families.  Mr. 
Walford  cites  the  case  of  two  young  men  who 
became  blind  shortly  after  their  marriage.  The 
Guardians  granted  them  a  weekly  allowance 
of  2/-  and  two  loaves  of  bread,  with  a  further 
loaf  for  each  child.  In  cases  such  as  these  the 
wife  was  looked  upon  as  the  family  bread- 
winner. "In  the  early  days  of  my  work,"  Mr. 
Walford  writes,  "  when  a  man  lost  his  sight 
the  neighbours  used  to  collect,  and  buy  an  old- 
fashioned  mangle  for  him  to  turn.  The  blind 
man  and  his  wife  worked  hard  from  Monday 
dinner-time  until  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
what  they  earned  was  very  little.  Most  of  the 
blind  poor  of  those  days  were  badly  clothed, 
badly  housed  and  badly  fed.  The  condition 
of  the  blind  child  was  very  sad.  Most  of  the 
parents  seemed  to  think  that  the  safest  place 
for  him  was  in  bed."  The  home  teachers  in- 
variably used  all  their  powers  of  persuasion  to 
induce  the  parents  to  send  their  sightless 
children  to  institutions  for  the  blind,  and  in 
some  cases  they  succeeded  in  doing  so. 

In  1876  Mr.  Walford  married,  and  he 
received  the  very  greatest  assistance  from  his 
wife,  who  entered  into  her  husband's  work 
with  heart  and  soul.  She  became  his  right 
hand,  and  he  writes  of  her  :  "  For  forty  years 
I  never  realised  I  was  blind.  She  kept  me  in 
touch  with  everything  that  moved."  Surely 
no  more  welcome  meed  of  praise  could  fall  to 
the  lot  of  any  wife  ! 

He  recalls  the  joy  with  which  the  first 
pensions  for  the  blind  were  acclaimed.  "  It 
was,"  he  writes,  "  the  dawn  of  brighter  days," 
and  adds  :  "It  seems  unnecessary  for  me  to 
sav  anything  about  the  present  condition  of 
the  blind.  I  am  thankful  to  have  lived  to  see 
such  a  great  improvement.  The  workshops 
have  been  largely  extended,  wages  augmented, 
and  the  Blind  Persons  Act  passed." 

On  his  round  of  visits  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  a  little  blind  girl,  Fanny  Beighton, 
whom  he  taught  to  read.  Later  she  became 
attached  to  the  Institution,  and  did  splendid 
work,  especially  among  the  blind  children 
and  women.  In  the  Birmingham  Institu- 
tion's Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899- 
1900,  allusion  is  made  to  the  joint  work 
performed  by  Mr.  Walford  and  Miss  Beighton. 
A  letter  received  by  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby, 
the  then  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  from  Mr. 
Walford  on  the  completion  of  25  years'  service, 
is  worthy  of  reproduction,  showing  as  it  does 
the  character  and  progress  of  the  work  during 
that  period  : — 


"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  to-day  completed  the 
25  th  year  in  my  present  work,  and  I  feel  I 
cannot  let  it  pass  without  writing  to  thank 
the  Committee  of  the  Institution  and  yourself 
for  the  great  kindness  I  have  always  received. 
I  feel  sure  that  a  few  facts  connected  with  the 
work  among  the  adult  blind  will  interest  you. 
The  total  number  visited  by  the  two  teachers 
the  year  before  I  commenced  was  158- — last 
year  it  was  376.  There  were,  so  far  as  I  know, 
only  two  in  receipt  of  £10  pensions  ;  there  is 
now  about  £500  a  year  paid  in  this  district. 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  more  than  £1,000  from  the 
Institution  in  clothing,  grocery,  coal,  dispen- 
sary tickets,  etc.  I  have  had  over  1,000  blind 
people  on  my  list  since  I  began,  and  I  am 
thankful  to  say  I  have  had  much  encouragement 
from  the  people  themselves  and  their  friends, 
who  have  in  almost  every  case  given  me  a  kind 
welcome  to  their  homes.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  me 
to  feel  that  my  fellow  worker  was  first  visited 
by  me  before  she  came  to  the  Institution,  and 
that  we  have  worked  so  harmoniously  together. 
I  am  grateful  to  Almighty  God  that  He  has 
been  pleased  to  make  use  of  me  in  blessing  my 
efforts  among  my  fellow  sufferers.  He  has 
blessed  me  with  good  health,  so  that  during 
the  2  5  years  I  have  not  been  laid  aside  a  single 
week  from  my  work  by  illness." 

Mr.  Walford  has  cited  some  interesting 
cases  which  he  came  across  during  the  progress 
of  his  work.  One  is  that  of  a  young  man  who 
was  traveller  to  a  large  publishing  firm  in 
Nottingham.  Some  two  years  after  his 
marriage,  his  sight,  never  of  the  strongest, 
began  to  fail,  and  he  became  totally  blind  and 
also  deaf.  Notwithstanding  his  double  handi- 
cap, he  started  a  news  agency,  which  grew  to 
such  dimensions  that  he  was  soon  the  employer 
of  a  dozen  lads.  Ten  years  later,  owing  to  ill- 
health,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  this  work. 
A  new  world  was  then  opened  out  to  him 
through  the  medium  of  Braille,  and  he  also 
became  acquainted  with  the  late  Dr.  Armitage, 
who  remained  his  friend  until  the  latter's  death 
in  1890.  He  was  supplied  with  work  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  as  long  as  he 
was  able  to  perform  it,  and  was  immensely 
proud  of  the  fact  that  he  had  copied  over  600 
large  volumes  in  Braille  type. 

On  the  completion  of  forty  years'  service  with 
the  Birmingham  Institution  the  following  para- 
graph appeared  in  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail : — 

"  In  a  few  days'  time  Mr.  Frederick  Walford, 
the  blind  missioner  of  the  Institution  for  the 
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Blind  at  Edgbaston,  will  have  completed  his 
fortieth  year  of  service  in  that  capacity.  He  is 
well  known,  by  sight  at  all  events,  to  thousands 
of  Birmingham  citizens,  for  his  duties  take  him 
to  all  parts  of  the  city  and  district,  but  his  real 
worth  is  probably  best  known  to  his  fellow- 
sufferers  whom  he  visits  in  their  own  homes. 
The  boys  who  guided  him  on  his  journeys  in 
the  early  days  of  his  missionary  work  must 
now  be  getting  elderly  men,  yet  he  still  goes 
on  his  daily  round  from  his  house  in  Great 
Colmore  Street  in  all  weathers,  and  mostly  on 
foot,  and  his  mileage  record  would  probably 
equal  that  of  a  rural  postman.  But  the  record 
for  which  the  city  owes  him  thanks,  and  for 
which  he  is  justly  proud,  is  that  he  has  been 
the  means  of  securing  to  blind  persons  in 
Birmingham  pensions  totalling  over  £1,000 
per  annum.  .  .  He  lost  his  sight  in  childhood, 
and,  like  many  others,  his  first  occupation  in 
Birmingham  was  basket-making,  which  he 
relinquished  to  take  up  his  present  duties. 
Although  many  sad  cases  are  always  under  his 
care — as,  for  instance,  that  of  a  young  basket- 
maker  who  can  only  earn  enough,  working 
seven  days  a  week,  to  keep  his  family  on  bread 
and  lard — Mr.  Walford  manages  to  keep  a 
cheery  word  for  all,  while  his  knowledge  of 
the  town,  the  clergy,  and  all  interested  in 
philanthropic  work  is  truly  marvellous.  He 
is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him,  and  dearly 
loved  by  his  many  blind  friends,  to  whom  no 
one  is  so  well  qualified  to  give  true  consolation 
and  sympathy." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  Mr. 
Walford  completed  fifty  years'  work  as  teacher 
and  visitor.  It  is  of  interest  to  quote  his  own 
words  on  the  subject  of  his  work  : — 

"  My  life,"  he  says,  "  has  been  a  very  happy 
one.  My  work  has  been  a  great  pleasure. 
When  I  used  to  start  in  the  morning,  the  boys 
who  guided  me  often  said  :  '  We  are  going  to 
visit  our  friends.'  I  have  enjoyed  almost 
perfect  health  and  have  been  preserved  from 
accident.  The  number  of  cases  on  my  list 
during  the  fifty  years  exceeds  2,500.  I  have 
been  received  with  great  kindness  from  the 
blind  and  their  friends."  Mr.  Walford  relates 
that  he  has  always  received  the  utmost  kindness 
and  consideration  from  the  officers  and  inmates 
of  the  Institution  to  which  he  was  attached. 
They  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  his 
work  in  countless  ways,  and  he  has  been  the 
recipient  of  congratulatory  letters  all  of  which 
bear  testimony  to  the  value  of  his  work  on 
behalf  of  the  blind  community. 


One  of  his  blind  friends  writes  : — 
"  I  am  sincerely  sorry  that  you  will  not  visit 
me  again  in  an  official  capacity.  I  am  writing 
...  to  thank  you  for  all  you  have  done,  and 
the  pleasant  times  I  have  spent  with  you,  the 
encouragement  you  have  given  me  to  en- 
deavour to  look  upon  life  in  a  more  cheerful 
way,  and  to  assure  you  that  you  have  not 
wasted  your  valuable  time  in  visiting  me.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  live 
in  peace  and  comfort  in  the  little  home — a 
castle  of  dreams  you  have  so  often  told  me 

about " 

Another  correspondent,  writing  on  behalf 
of  a  blind  mother,  says :  "  She  will  sorely 
miss  your  kind  and  cheerful  presence.  At  the 
same  time  she  realises  that  you  have  worked 
hard  in  the  cause  of  the  blind  for  a  long  period 
of  time  (a  record  number  of  years)  and  that 
you  fully  merit  the  rest  now  assigned  to  you. 
....  It  must  be  a  wrench  to  you  to  have  to 
leave  the  people  you  have  called  upon  for  so 
long,  and  you  will  miss  them,  just  as  they  will 
miss  you ;  but  you  have  the  comforting  know- 
ledge that  all  those  to  whom  you  have  been  a 
benefactor  for  so  long  will  be  pleased  to 
welcome  you  as  a  friend  (without  any  detriment 
to  your  successor)  any  time  you  can  call  upon 
them.  The  person  who  takes  up  your  work 
will,  of  course,  be  entitled  to  the  same  courtesy, 
provided  he,  or  she,  is  imbued  with  the  same 
kind  and  sympathetic  nature  as  you  have 
always  shown." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of 
the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  held  on  Monday,  April  6th  of  this  year, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

"  That  the  Committee  place  on  record  their 
warmest  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  services 
to  the  blind  of  the  district  rendered  by  Mr. 
Frederick  Alfred  Walford  during  the  fifty 
years  he  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  Institution 
as  home  visitor  and  teacher. 

"  Mr.  Walford's  total  blindness  from  birth 
has  not  prevented  him  from  living  a  life  of 
great  usefulness,  and  in  his  retirement  he  can 
look  back  fifty  years  and  measure  the  great 
improvements  made  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  him  to  know  that  he  has  been 
the  means  of  helping  many  necessitous  blind 
persons  by  obtaining  pensions  for  them  and 
teaching  them  to  read,  and  thus  making  their 
lives  brighter  and  happier. 

"  The  Committee  are  grateful  to  Mr. 
Walford   for   his   lone,   faithful   and   devoted 
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services  to  the  cause  of  the  blind,  and  desire  to 
record  their  high  appreciation  of  the  unselfish 
help  rendered  to  the  cause  by  the  late  Mrs. 
Walford,  who,  until  her  death  a  few  years  ago, 
was  her  husband's  right  hand,  and  without 
whose  aid  Mr.  Walford's  work  would  have 
been  much  more  difficult. 

"  The  Committee  are  pleased  to  know  that 
Mr.  Walford  is  in  excellent  health,  and  trust 
that  he  may  long  be  spared  to  enjoy  a  well- 
merited  retirement." 

Mr.  Walford  has  worked  under  four  secre- 
taries of  the  Birmingham  Institution,  namely, 
Mr.  G.  Burkinshaw,  Mr.  H.  Stainsby,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Thurman  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley,  and 
has  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  one 
and  all. 

It  will  doubtless  be  a  source  of  joy  to  him 
to  know  that  in  his  retirement  he  is  by  no 
means  forgotten.  In  his  "  castle  of  dreams  " 
he  will  still  be  visited  by  many  of  the  old 
friends  whom  he  has  served  so  faithfully  for  a 
number  of  years,  for  it  has  been  truly  said  that 
"  time  cannot  remove  kindly  acts  from  a 
grateful  heart." 

THE   RECOGNITION    OF 
LIVING   BLIND    COMPOSERS 

THE  National  Institute  Edition  of  the 
works  of  British  blind  composers, 
which  consists  of  24  selected  works  of  high 
artistic  value,  has,  since  its  inception,  received 
warm  recognition  in  the  musical  world.  Not 
only  have  a  number  of  these  works  been 
selected  for  the  Examination  of  the  Associated 
Board  of  the  Royal  Academy  and  Royal 
College  of  Music,  the  Guildhall  School  of 
Music,  and  the  Incorporated  Society  of 
Musicians,  but  they  have  been  chosen  from 
time  to  time  for  the  various  competitive 
festivals  held  up  and  down  the  country  ;  that 
at  Blackpool  (the  most  important  provincial 
festival)  being  the  latest  newcomer  to  recognise 
the  merit  of  the  work  of  the  blind  composer, 
while  the  Semi-National  Eisteddfod,  to  be  held 
at  Pontypridd  in  September  next,  is  by  no 
means  the  first  in  Wales  to  accord  similar 
recognition. 

The  organ  compositions  included  in  the  list 
are  now  appearing  regularly  on  the  pro- 
grammes of  the  greatest  recitalists  of  the  day, 
and  have  frequently  been  broadcast  from 
various  parts  of  England  and  Scotland  by 
players  of  the  first  rank. 

So  great  a  critic  as  Mr.  Ernest  Fowles, 
F.R.A.M.,  has  written  in  an  important  musical 


monthly  {The  Music  Teacher)  :  "  Teachers  al  1 
over  the  land  should  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  edition,"  at  the  same  time 
placing  11  out  of  the  14  pianoforte  works 
in  the  list  of  "  The  Month's  Best  Pianoforte 
Music  "  in  the  July,  1922  issue  of  that  widely- 
read  journal. 

Letters  have  incessantly  poured  in  from 
musicians  of  the  highest  eminence  congratu- 
lating the  National  Institute,  not  only  on  the 
spirit  which  prompted  the  Council  to  bring 
out  such  a  representative  catalogue  of  com- 
positions by  living  blind  composers,  but  also 
on  the  splendid  quality  of  the  music  itself. 
As  we  write  these  notes,  a  letter  comes  in  from 
Mr.  Percival  Garratt,  the  well-known  com- 
poser and  concert  pianist,  in  which  he  speaks 
of"  the  splendid  work  your  Council  are  doing" 
(in  the  publication  of  Braille  music),  and  con- 
cludes "  I  hope  that  your  edition  of  composi- 
tions by  blind  composers  continues  to  meet 
with  the  success  it  deserves." 

We  ask  all  interested  in  good  music,  when- 
ever they  find  opportunity,  to  draw  attention 
to  an  edition  of  musical  compositions  which 
has  received  such  widespread  and  discrimi- 
nating appreciation  from  those  best  qualified 
to  express  an  opinion. 

In  almost  every  instance  the  recognition 
accorded  has  been  spontaneous  on  the  part  of 
the  musician  or  the  body  of  musicians  who 
have  chosen  to  speak  about  the  compositions 
or  to  select  them  as  examination  or  competition 
festival  test  pieces,  a  fact  which  greatly  en- 
hances the  value  of  the  tributes  paid. 

MUSICAL   SUCCESSES   AT   THE 
ROYAL   NORMAL    COLLEGE 

Advanced  Grade  :  Piano. — Kathleen  Torr, 
Sarah  Beddow  (Honours). 

Intermediate  Grade  :  Singing. — Dorothy  Allen, 
Muriel  Berry. 

L.R.A.M. :  Singing. — Kathleen  Blake. 
**> 

ON  the  occasion  of  the  centenary  of  the 
invention  of  Braille,  the  Association 
Valentin  Haiiy  is  organising  at  its  Social  Head- 
quarters, 9  Rue  de  Roc,  Paris,  from  the  9th  to 
nth  July,  an  exhibition  of  apparatus  used  for 
teaching  the  blind. 

The  Association  would  be  grateful  to 
schools  and  institutions  interested  in  the  blind 
of  all  countries  if  they  would  send,  on  loan, 
as  soon  as  possible,  any  apparatus  used  by  the 
blind  which  might  be  interesting  for  exhibition 
purposes. 
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T  is  a  truism  to  state  that  a  student 
in  any  profession  should  not  cease 
to  be  a  student  just  because  he 
finishes  his  course  of  training  and 
obtains  his  qualifications,  be  they 
the  highest  of  the  high.  Progress 
is  the  law  of  life  ;  nothing  is 
stationary  ;  and  any  branch  of 
science  which  does  not  continually 
move  forward  is  dead,  and  only  fit 
to  be  consigned  to  the  limbo  of  lost 
things.  The  Science  of  Medicine  may  justly 
claim  in  these  respects  to  be  a  living  science, 
for  in  all  its  many  branches  enormous  advances 
have  been,  and  are  still  being  made.  The  last 
half-century  has  seen  the  rise  and  recognition 
of  modern  Ortho- 
paedic Surgery,  Man- 
ipulative Surgery, 
Electro-therapy, 
Psycho  -  therapy, 
Endocrin  -  therapy, 
to  mention  a  few 
only  of  the  many 
new  curative 
methods  now  at  the 
disposal  of  the 
medical  practitioner 
in  his  struggle  with 
disease  and  disa- 
bility. 

Massage  had  its 
origin  in  prehistoric 
times,  and  is  prob- 
ably as  ancient  as 
Medicine  itself,  but 
it  is  only  within  the 
last     one     hundred 

years  or  so  that  it  has  been  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  a  definite  curative  art,  based  upon 
sound  scientific  principles.  To  justify  its 
claim  to  be  a  living  science,  and  to  meet  the 
ever-increasing  needs  of  suffering  humanity,  it, 
too,  must  always  be  progressing ;  its  expo- 
nents must  keep  their  minds  open  for  the 
reception  of  new  ideas,  and  constantly  modify 
their  methods  in  response  to  the  ever-increasing 
knowledge  of  disease  and  its  cure. 

The  Council  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  early  recognised  the  truth  of  this, 
and  realised  the  importance  of  providing  some 
means  by  which  the  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses  under  the  care  of  its  Massage 
Department  could  keep  in  touch  with  the  vast 


A  Blind  Masseur  at  Work  in  his  Clinic 


literature  which  has  sprung  up  on  all  branches 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  It  accordingly 
founded  a  medico-scientific  library  of  books 
in  the  Braille  type,  and  made  this  library  a 
branch  of  its  Massage  Department. 

Dr.  Lloyd  Johnstone. — In  191 5,  J.  Lloyd 
Johnstone,  M.R.C.S.(Eng.),  L.R.C.P.(Lond.), 
a  Liverpool  doctor,  who  had  lost  his  sight, 
decided  to  take  up  the  profession  of  massage. 
He  received  his  training  in  this  subject  in  the 
Massage  School  of  the  Institute,  forming  one 
of  the  first  class  of  students  received  by  the 
school,  and  taking  the  usual  qualifications.  He 
then  worked  for  three  years  at  the  Red  Cross 
Clinic  in  Great  Portland  Street,  W.,  where  he 
did  valuable  war-work  in  connection  with  the 

treatment  of  the 
wounded,  his  leisure 
time  being  given  up 
to  the  condensation 
and  transcription  of 
Gray's  "Anatomy" 
and  other  standard 
works  for  the  use 
of  blind  students. 
In  the  compilation 
of  these  works  he 
was  assisted  by  Mrs. 
F.  Chaplin  Hall, 
Secretary  to  the 
Massage  Depart- 
ment and  School. 
The  closing  of  the 
Red  Cross  Clinic  in 
1919  set  Dr.  John- 
stone free  for  other 
work,  and 
fortunately 


most 
coin- 
cided with  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  the 
National  Institute  to  form  its  Massage  Library. 
The  authorities  at  once  availed  themselves  of 
Dr.  Johnstone's  services  and  installed  him  as 
librarian.  The  choice  proved  a  most  happy 
one,  for  it  would  have  been  well-nigh  im- 
possible at  that  time  to  find  a  man  better  fitted 
for  the  work.  A  skilled  physician  and  surgeon, 
a  trained  masseur,  knowing  by  personal  ex- 
perience of  blindness  the  particular  needs  of 
the  blind,  he  threw  himself  into  the  task  of 
forming  a  library  with  the  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm of  a  pioneer.  Aided  by  a  sighted 
secretary,  he  examined  a  large  number  of 
works  dealing  with  every  branch  of  medicine, 
selecting   those   portions    of  each   which   his- 
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knowledge  and  experience  taught  him  would 
be  of  use  to  practising  masseurs  and  masseuses. 
He  also  carefully  watched  the  medical  and 
massage  journals  for  articles  which,  by  their 
bearing  on  massage,  might  contain  information 
likely  to  prove  useful  to  masseurs.  Many  of 
these  he  put  into  Braille  with  his  own  hand, 
while  others  were  transcribed  by  the  Manu- 
script Department  of  the  Institute.  Before  this 
could  be  done,  the  permission  of  the  authors 
and  publishers  had  in  each  case  to  be  obtained, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  this  permission 
was  always  most  cordially  granted. 

In  Dr.  Johnstone's  capable  hands  the 
library  grew  apace.  The  blind  were  quick  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for  post- 
graduate study  which  it  afforded,  and  its  roll 
of  readers  soon  comprised  practically  all  the 
blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  in  the  country. 
His  intimate  knowledge  of  the  works  con- 
tained in  the  library  enabled  Dr.  Johnstone 
to  give  valuable  advice  to  all  who  wished  to 
undertake  any  particular  line  of  study,  or  who 
desired  to  consult  works  of  reference  which 
might  aid  them  in  the  treatment  of  specially 
difficult  cases. 

Dr.  Johnstone's  Successors. — In  1924, 
to  the  great  regret  of  all,  death  robbed  the 
library  of  Dr.  Johnstone's  services,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  appoint  a  new  librarian. 
The  Council  of  the  Institute  wisely  felt  that 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses  that  his  place  should  be  taken 
by  another  medical  man,  but  it  was  difficult  to 
find  one  who  could  spare  the  time  necessary 
for  carrying  on  all  Dr.  Johnstone's  activities 
in  connection  with  the  library,  and  who  at  the 
same  time  would  be  fully  cognisant  of  the 
special  needs  and  difficulties  of  the  blind. 
After  very  careful  consideration,  it  was 
decided  to  divide  the  responsibilities  of  the 
post,  and  the  well-known  orthopaedic  surgeon, 
Mr.  P.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S.,  was  asked  to 
undertake  the  editorial  work  in  connection 
with  the  addition  of  new  books  to  the  library, 
while  the  present  writer  was  appointed  to 
advise  students  and  graduates  in  the  choice 
of  books  for  study,  and,  should  occasion  arise, 
in  the  treatment  of  difficult  cases. 

The  Scope  of  the  Library. — The  Library 
now  contains  a  total  of  668  volumes,  i.e.,  456 
large  volumes,  representing  the  whole  or 
selected  portions  of  177  works,  and  212 
pocket  edition  volumes,  representing  the 
whole  or  selected  portions  of  142  works.  In 
it  are  to  be  found  standard  works  on  Massage, 


Medical  Gymnastics,  Medical  Electricity,  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  together  with  a  large 
collection  of  lectures  and  pamphlets  on  such 
subjects  as  Psycho-therapy,  Orthopaedics) 
Manipulative  Surgery,  etc.  To  these  have 
been  added  books  of  a  purely  scientific 
character,  such  as  works  on  Elementary 
Physics,  Chemistry,  Dynamics,  Zoology  and 
Biology. 

The  Library's  Readers. — -The  use  of  the 
Library  is  free  to  all  blind  persons  who  are 
actually  engaged  in  the  study  or  practice  of 
massage.  Books  are  sent  on  request  to  all 
parts  of  the  British  Isles,  and  even  to  the 
Dominions,  the  cost  of  postage  one  way 
being  defrayed  by  the  Library.  The  blind 
have  borne  eloquent  testimony  to  the  useful- 
ness of  this  branch  of  the  National  Institute's 
activities,  and  the  Council  of  the  Institute  may 
justly  feel  that,  in  founding  and  maintaining 
the  Massage  Library,  it  has  rendered  an  in- 
valuable service  to  a  considerable  section  of 
the  blind  community.  Percy  L.  Way. 


THE   FAWCETT   MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Trustees  : 
The  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the 
ELEVENTH  ELECTION  to  this 
SCHOLARSHIP  will  take  place  on  29th 
July,  1925.  Candidates  must  send  in  appli- 
cations not  later  than  Saturday,  nth  July 
next. 

The  Scholarship,  which  is  of  the  annual 
value  of  £50,  will  be  awarded  to  a  deserving 
blind  person  or  persons  so  far  deprived  of 
sight  as  to  need  to  use  his  or  her  fingers  for 
reading,  and  will  be  tenable  for  a  maximum 
period  of  four  years  at  any  of  the  Universities 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  including  Women's 
Colleges  at  such  Universities. 

Candidates  must  be  between  the  ages  of  17 
and  23  at  the  time  of  the  election.  Forms  of 
application  and  further  particulars  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Clothworkers' 
Company. 

Qualified  and  eligible  candidates  will  be 
required  to  attend  for  examination  at  Cloth- 
workers'  Hall,  on  Thursday,  23rd  July,  at 
10.30  a.m. 

Clothworkers'  Hall, 

Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.3. 
24/^  June,  1925. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

STRAW   BAGS   AND    A    WORK   BASKET 


AGS  or  baskets  woven  from  plaited 
straw  sell  readily  and  are  compara- 
tively easy  to  make.  Little  working 
space  is  required,  and,  except  for 
damping  the  straw  used  for  the 
handles,  no  water  is  necessary. 
The  equipment  consists  simply  of 
a  wood  shape  on  which  the  bags 
are  fashioned,  a  knife,  and  a  needle. 
This  work  is,  therefore,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  sightless  home 
worker  who  does  not  wish  to  take  up  one  of 
the  more  difficult  forms  of  handicraft. 

Wood 
shapes  are 
supplied  by 
the  Royal 
Midland  In- 
stitution for 
the  Blind, 
Chaucer 
S  t  re  e  t  , 
Nottingham, 
at  3/6  per  set 
of  three  for 
making  bags 
10  in.  by  9  in. 
by  i\  in.,  8| 
in.  by  8£  in. 
by  2^in.,  and 
8  in."  by  jh 
in.  by  2  in. 
respectively. 
The  Secre- 
tary of  the 
above  Insti- 
tution kindly 

gives  the  following  particulars  also  :  The 
retail  selling  price  of  the  bags,  lined  with 
coloured  sateen,  is  3/-,  2/6  and  1/6;  a  bundle 
of  white  straw  costing  2/3  is  sufficient  for 
three  of  the  largest  sized  bags. 

Do  not  attempt  to  make  the  bags  on  card- 
board boxes  or  solid  wood  blocks.  The  best 
type  of  shape  has  a  solid  wood  top  and  bottom 
about  J  in.  in  thickness  joined  together  by  a 
piece  3  ins.  or  4  ins.  wide,  which  passes  from 
centre  of  bottom  to  centre  of  top,  and  apiece  of 
\  in.  dowel  at  each  corner.  This  allows  room 
for  the  fingers  to  perform  the  weaving.  Six 
nails  are  driven  through  along  each  end  of  top 
so  that  their  points  project  upward. 


A  Straw  Bag  and  a  Work  Basket 


A  fairly  stiff  straw  plait  about  \  in.  in  width 
should  be  used,  and  this  can  be  obtained  either 
white  or  coloured  from  the  firms  or  Institu- 
tions which  supply  cane,  etc.  A  pleasing  effect 
is  produced  by  introducing  a  few  rounds  of 
coloured  straw  in  a  white  or  cream  bag,  care 
being  taken  always  to  keep  the  right  side  of 
the  straw  outward. 

Begin  by  fastening  an  end  of  straw  to  the 
nails  at  one  end  of  shape  and  bind  the  latter 
round  and  round,  allowing  a  space  of  about 
\  in.  between  each  lap,  and  fasten  off  straw  at 
other  end.    Next  weave  in  four  or  five  lengths 

along  bottom 
the  ends  of 
which  are 
fastened  at 
top  of  shape 
to  form  the 
uprights  for 
ends  of  bag. 
In  "  siding 
up,"  the  end 
of  the 
weaving 
straw  is 
taken  altern- 
ately over 
and  under 
the  uprights, 
drawn  up 
taut  when  a 
corner  is 
reached  and 
the  work 
pressed  down 
close.  Begin 
at  a  corner  and  leave  a  piece  of  the  weaving 
straw  there  long  enough  to  be  taken  to  top 
of  shape  and  fastened.  This  extra  upright 
gives  the  necessary  odd  number. 

When  top  of  shape  is  reached,  leave  enough 
of  the  weaving  straw  to  pass  once  round 
inside  the  bag,  sever  the  binding  by  drawing 
edge  of  knife  along  centre  of  top,  remove 
shape,  and  fasten  ends  of  uprights  by  turning 
each  over  the  last  round  of  weaving  and 
tucking  it  into  the  third  round  from  top.  The 
length  of  straw  left  from  the  weaving  is  now 
stitched  with  stout  thread  or  fine  twine  inside 
top  of  bag.  Two  handles,  about  4  ins.  wide 
and  4  ins.  in  height,  are  now  stitched  to  sides 
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of  bag.  The  handles  may  consist  of  {a)  three 
thicknesses  of  straw  wrapped  closely  with  the 
same  material  ;  (b)  a  core  of  rope  wrapped 
with  straw,  or  (c)  a  strip  of  uncovered  leather 
about  h  in.  in  width,  which  may  be  taken  com- 
pletely round  the  bag.  To  conceal  ends  of 
handles  and  give  a  nice  finish  a  plait  is  made 
with  five  or  more  pieces  of  straw  and  stitched 
round  outside  of  bag  at  the  top. 

A  Round  Pulp  Cane  Work  Basket  with 
Lid. — This  basket  introduces  work  rather 
more  advanced  than  that  previously  given, 
but  it  can,  if  necessary,  be  simplified  in  several 
more  or  less  obvious  ways.  The  dimensions 
of  the  example  are  :  Bottom,  6  ins.  ;  depth, 
5  ins.  ;  top,  8  ins.  The  bottom  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  wastepaper  basket  described  in 
a  previous  article,  having  eight  sticks  of 
No.  io  cane.  The  stakes  are  No.  6,  13  ins.  in 
length  and  3  2  in  number,  and  after  four  rounds 
of  upsetting,  each  stake  is  doubled  bv  inserting 
at  its  side  an  1 1  ins.  length  of  No.  6.  The  siding, 
which  is  in  two  sections  separated  by  two 
rounds  of  waling,  consists  of  alternate  rounds 
of  cream  straw  plait  and  dyed  No.  2  cane 
randed.  Each  round  is  complete  in  itself,  the 
beginning  and  finishing  ends  of  the  straw 
being  worked  together  for  two  strokes,  and 
the  two  ends  of  the  cane  left  inside  against  the 
stake.  Begin  with  straw  and  follow  with  cane, 
the  latter  passing  in  front  of  the  stakes  which 
the  former  passed  behind.  The  lower  section 
is  completed  by  two  more  rounds  of  straw 
with  a  round  of  cane  between,  and  the  upper 
section  is  worked  in  the  same  way,  variety 
being  given  bv  working  the  weaving  so  that 
it  passes  in  front  of  the  stakes  which,  in  the 
lower  section,  it  passed  behind. 

After  two  rounds  of  top  waling,  a  track 
border  is  worked,  the  pairs  being  treated  as 
single  stakes  and  each  one  taken  behind  the 
next,  in  front  of  the  next  two,  and  left  inside. 
The  ends  are  used  to  form  a  rim  on  which  the 
lid  rests  by  first  separating  them  by  a  round 
of  pairing  with  No.  2  cane,  at  the  same  time 
knitting  each  one  so  that  it  points  toward 
centre  of  basket.  A  track  is  then  worked, 
each  end  passing  under  the  next,  over  the  next, 
and  left  underneath. 

The  lid  is  begun  in  the  same  way  as  the 
bottom  with  eight  sticks  of  No.  10  cane  tied 
in  with  a  short  hank  of  dyed  No.  2,  curving 
the  sticks  to  make  lid  saucer-shaped.  Con- 
tinue the  pairing  with  natural  No.  3  to  a 
diameter  of  3  ins.,  then  increase  the  number  of 
sticks  by  pushing  a  piece  of  No.  10  down  by 


the'  side  of  every  alternate  stick  (eight  pieces 
in  all).  When  these  have  been  opened  out 
work  three  rounds  of  straw  with  two  rounds 
of  dyed  cane  between  to  correspond  with 
siding  and  fill  out  lid  to  within  J  in.  of  inside 
diameter  of  basket  with  waling.  Cut  off 
sticks  close,  and  on  the  left  of  each  push  down 
an  8  ins.  piece  of  No.  3.  Work  these  into  a 
three-rod  border,  with  convex  side  of  lid 
toward  worker,  and  complete  basket  by 
attaching  a  ring  (made  by  coiling  a  piece  of 
No.  8  cane  three  times  round  itself)  to  centre 
of  lid  with  a  loop  of  dyed  cane. 

A.  G.   K. 

DEPUTATION    TO 
THE    MINISTRY    OF    HEALTH 

THE  Minister  of  Health,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Neville  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  received  on 
April  23  rd  a  deputation  from  the  Society  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  introduced  by  Dr. 
John  Wheatley. 

The  deputation  represented  that  they,  in 
their  capacity  of  men  of  scientific  training  in 
constant  touch  with  the  general  public,  had 
found  that  there  was  an  urgent  need  for  further 
propaganda  directed  more  than  propaganda  is 
at  present  to  the  general  improvement  of  health 
rather  than  to  the  combating  of  special  diseases. 
This  is  the  surest  preventive  of  disease.  They 
thought  that  statutory  provision  should  be 
made  for  local  authorities  to  carry  on  health 
propaganda.  At  the  next  stage  a  central  body 
should  be  set  up  to  advise  local  authorities, 
who  sought  their  help,  on  the  way  in  which 
propaganda  should  be  carried  out  locally,  and 
to  assist  them  by  the  provision  of  lecturers, 
literature  and  other  means  of  propaganda 
which  could  best  be  organised  by  some  sort  of 
central  authority.  The  Society  thought  that  in 
their  special  position  they  would  be  able  to 
give  valuable  help  to  such  a  central  body,  and 
that  Medical  Officers  of  Health  should  them- 
selves be  included  in  its  membership. 

The  Minister,  in  reply,  said  that  he  fully 
agreed  with  the  deputation  as  to  the  necessity 
for  propaganda  on  health  questions.  He  hoped 
that  it  might  be  possible  to  do  so  this  year,  or,  at 
any  rate,  next  year.  He  also  agreed  that  some 
sort  of  central  body  could  give  valuable  assis- 
tance ;  and  when  the  necessary  legislation  had 
been  passed  he  would  give  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  question  of  the  proper  constitution 
of  such  a  body  and  the  functions  which  should 
be  assigned  to  it. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND 

THE  weather  atoned  amply  on  "  Geranium 
Day  "  for  last  year's  bad  behaviour,  and 
a  successful  collection  was  made,  despite  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  fourth  similar  appeal 
within  the  week.  The  known  result  up  to  the 
time  of  going  to  Press  is  £8,971  9s.  4^d. 
Organisers  and  sellers  of  previous  years 
turned  out  in  force,  and  were  aided  by  many 
new  friends.  Amongst  those  taking  part  were 
Mrs.  Beechcroft  Towse,  Mrs.  McConnell,  Mrs. 
Burnside,  Lady  Crutchley,  Mrs.  de  Haviland, 
Lady  Terrington,  Lady  Hepburn,  the  Mayoress 
of  Westminster,  and  other  Mayoresses  of 
important  Boroughs,  Lady  O'Dwver,  D.B.E., 
Mrs.  West- 
Russell,  Mrs. 
Steed,  Miss 
Playfair,  Mrs. 
■Wagg  at  the 
Barclay 
Wo  r  k  s  h  o  p  s 
Depot,  Miss 
Wilhelmina 
Stitch  (Mrs. 
Collie)  of  the 
Daily  Graphic, 
Mrs.  Hender- 
s  on-Scott, 
Mrs.  G.  E. 
Studdy,  Miss 
N.  St.  John 
Montagu,  Mr. 
Hayden  Coffin 
and  Peter 
Dear  in  Ken- 
sington. Miss  Gladys  Cooper  worked  hard 
again  at  the  Adelphi,  Miss  Courtnedge  and 
Miss  Chester  at  theApollo,  ladies  of  the  chorus 
at  the  Hippodrome,  and  many  others. 

Students  of  the  Royal  College  of  Art  raided 
Billingsgate  as  particularly  lively  but  deter- 
mined pirates  at  half-past  five  in  the  morning, 
and,  with  unflagging  energy,  continued 
throughout  the  day  in  the  City  and  West-End, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  jazz  band. 

The  Pride  of  Poplar,  Original  Cowboys, 
Black  Cat  and  other  East-End  societies 
worked  from  early  morning,  bringing  in  their 
money  after  1 1  o'clock  at  night. 

Then  there  were  all  the  helpers,  some  known 
to  Headquarters,  some  only  to  their  particular 
depot-holder,  whose  patient  work  built  up  so 
fine  a  total. 


Cambf.rwell  Circle  Helpers  on  Geranium  Day 


The  Sisterhood  Meeting 

Over  100  representatives  of  the  London 
Sisterhoods  attended  the  third  Annual  Sister- 
hood meeting,  held  in  the  Armitage  Hall  on 
June  10th,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Captain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.  Mr.  H.  C. 
Preece,  Joint  Organising  Secretary  of  the 
Greater  London  Fund,  said  that  Captain 
Towse  needed  no  introduction  ;  they  all  knew 
him  as  a  distinguished  soldier  who  had  lost 
his  sight  in  the  South  African  War  and  ever 
since  had  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of 
those  with  whom  his  lot  had  now  been  cast — 
the  great  community  of  the  sightless.  Captain 
Towse  was  known  to  them  also  as  Chairman 
of  the   National  Institute  for   the  Blind  and 

Vice-Pres  i- 
dent  ofthe 
Greater  Lon- 
don Fund. 
Captain 
Towse  said  he 
could  not 
adequately 
thank  the 
members  of 
the  Sister- 
hoods; but 
he  had  come, 
in  the  name  of 
his  Council 
and  the  Com- 
mittee of  the 
Greater  Lon- 
don Fund, 
to       assure 


them  that 
their  loving  work  was  deeply  appreciated. 
He  would  like  to  thank  them  for  their  support 
on  "  Geranium  Day  "  and  for  all  the  other 
help  they  gave  so  willingly  throughout  the 
year,  through  Miss  Edwards,  whose  untiring 
enthusiasm  for  the  blind  was  well  known  ; 
and  before  them  all  he  would  like  to  thank 
her. 

Miss  Edwards,  who  was  warmly  applauded 
on  rising,  said  how  glad  she  was  to  meet 
her  friends  ;  there  were  some  who  could 
not  be  present,  and  from  those  she  had 
received  letters  expressing  not  only  regret  but 
real  sorrow  that  they  could  not  attend.  Many 
more  Sisterhoods  were  represented  to-day  than 
last  year,  and  she  hoped  next  year  that  every 
society  would  send  at  least  one  member,  so  as 
to  make  their  great  work  for  the  blind  com- 
plete.      The     Sisterhoods     of    London     had 
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systematically  helped  the  Fund  in  every  pos- 
sible way  during  the  last  three  years — which 
had  resulted  in  upwards  of  £800 — and  each 
year  had  shown  a  steady  advance  upon  the 
previous  one.  This  year  they  had  been 
entirely  responsible  for  ten  depots  on  "  Gera- 
nium Day,"  and  in  addition  twenty-four 
Sisterhoods  sent  sellers  to  depots  under  other 
organisers.  Estimating  each  seller  to  be 
worth  from  one  pound  to  thirty  shillings  to 
the  Fund,  they  could  have  no  difficulty  in 
realising  how  valuable  this  help  was.  She 
greatly  appreciated  the  privilege  of  visiting 
these  Sisterhoods,  and  hoped  that  from  year 
to  year  the  Greater  London  Fund  would 
prosper  as  it  was  encircled  by  the  prayer, 
the  loving  help  and  the  sympathy  of  the 
Sisterhoods  of  London. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Williams,  who  amused  the 
audience  with  his  banter  of  his  fellow-sec- 
retary, Mr.  Preece,  also  thanked  the  Sisters, 
and  asked  them  to  think  of  themselves  as  a 
cog,  and  an  essential  cog,  in  the  wonderful 
machinery  which  was  transforming  the  world 
for  the  blind  of  London. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Preece,  following  his  colleague, 
made  one  of  his  characteristic  speeches.  As 
illustrating  how  dependent  the  blind  were 
upon  sighted  men  and  women,  Mr.  Preece 
told  some  amusing  stories.  The  Sisterhoods, 
he  said,  were  not  called  upon  to  give  help  to 
one  individual,  but  the  outstanding  value  of 
their  work  was  that  they  did  give  the  help  and 
sympathy  upon  which  the  blind  were  so 
dependent  to  the  great  mass  of  the  sightless 
living  in  London  and  the  surrounding  area. 
As  women  they  would  be  interested  in  the  fact 
that  this  Fund  had  made  it  possible  to  increase 
the  remuneration  of  blind  women  workers, 
and  that  in  three  of  the  workshops,  on  whose 
behalf  the  Fund  appealed,  during  ten  years  the 
number  ®f  women  employed  had  been  in- 
creased from  52  to  204.  It  was  women  who 
had  largely  achieved  this  for  their  fellow 
women  ;  on  "  Geranium  Day  "  8,000  women 
had  worked  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night  as  a  great  thanksgiving  for  the  gift  of 
sight.  He  too  offered  the  Sisterhoods  of 
London  sincere  thanks  for  their  sympathetic 
work,  and  hoped  that  they  might  rely  upon  its 
continuance. 

Mr.  Delmage — well  known  to  many  of  the 
guests — acknowledged  the  many  kindnesses 
he  had  received  from  those  present  to-day. 
He  also  contributed  to  the  entertainment,  as 
did  Miss  Bella  Modiano,  the  blind  soprano. 
Mr.   H.    C.    Warrilow,   F.R.C.O.,    was    kind 


enough  to  delight  the  audience  again  this  year 
by  his  clever  recital  of  organ  pieces. 

At  the  conclusion  of  tea,  which  was  served 
in  the  large  restaurant,  Mrs.  Hensman — a 
member  of  the  Wandsworth  Anchor  Mission 
Sisterhood — said  she  felt  she  must  pass  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  those  who  had  provided  the  tea 
which  they  had  so  greatly  enjoyed  ;  this  was 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Potts,  of  the  Merton  Hall 
Sisterhood,  Wimbledon. 

RECENT    ADDITIONS    TO    THE 
NATIONAL    LIBRARY     FOR    THE    BLIND 

FICTION. 

*Capes,  Bernard.     Skeleton  Key    .  . 
Cole,  Sophie.     Lure  of  Old  London 
*Conrad,  J.     Mirror  of  the  Sea 
Conrad,  J.     Set  of  Six 
"  Ganpat."  Harilek 
Henderson,  F.  L.     Little  Captive  King 
Henry.  0.     Voice  of  the  City 
Hocking,  J.     Story  of  Andrew  Fairfax 
Young,  F.  Brett.     Red  Knight     . . 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Blunt,  W.  S.      Love  Sonnets  of  Proteus 
Burstall,   S.     Old  Testament  :    its   growth   and 

message 
Churchill,  Winston   S.     World  Crisis  :    Vol.  11, 

1915  

Coleman,  F.     From  Mons  to  Ypres  with  French 

Forde,  G.  M.     Godly  Heritage. 

Kropotkin,  Prince.     Constitutional  Agitation  in 

Russia 
Mackenna,  R.  W.     Adventure  of  Death 
*McSpadden,  J.  W.     Opera  Synopses 
Nevill,  F.     Awakening  of  Tom  Robson 
Sinnett,  A.  P.     Growth  of  the  Soul 
GRADE    I. 

Albanesi,  Madam.     Truant  Happiness     .  .  .  .      6  vols. 

FOREIGN. 

Otto,  E.     French  Conversation  Grammar  (Method 
Gaspey-Otto-Sauer)  vol.   1.     Pronunciation  and 
1     Accidence 
MOON. 

Farnol,  J.     Amateur  Gentleman  . .  .  .  .  .    11  vols. 

ESPERANTO. 

Luyken,  H.     Pro  Istar       .  .  . .  .  .  .  .      6  vols. 

*  Presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
t  Presented  by  the  Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund. 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  May  40  new  cases  came  under  their 
care  (24  men  and  16  women).  Gifts  to  the 
number  of  34  were  provided  at  a  cost  of 
£66  9s.  iod.  The  amount  expended  in  training 
fees  was  £55  5s.  ;  in  relief,  £431  19s.  nd.  ; 
and  in  relief  administered  by  branches, 
£6  12s.  6d. 

«*» 

Sighted  Home  Teacher  (Lady)  seeks  post.  Good 
testimonials,  accustomed  to  teaching  blind  and  deaf-blind. 
Patient,  cheerful.  Good  handicrafts.  Glascott,  3  Anglesea 
Terrace,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 


2  vols. 

2  vols. 

2  vols. 

3  vols. 

6  vols. 

1vol. 

3  vols. 

7  vols. 

6  vols. 

1vol. 

.  2  vols. 

11  vols. 

6  vols. 

1vol. 

1vol. 

2  vols. 

2  vols. 

1vol. 

7  vols. 

■poc 


□ 

0=, 


DC 


3QC 


:dc 


zrac 


3QC 


3DC 


3DC 


3D 


=0 


BRAILLE     MAGAZINES 

Contents  of  the  June  Numbers 


unc 


3D! 


UDC 


HOC 


uac 


nnc 


U 

D 


Progress. — Malta,  the  Key  of  the  Mediterranean — Blind 
Persons  Bill — Wireless  for  the  Blind,  VIII — Blindness 
(Poem) — National  Library  for  the  Blind — Correspondence 
— Matters  of  the  Moment — Advertisements — Cross-Word 
Puzzles — Our  Prize  Competitions — The  Story  of  Man  and 
his  Dogs — The  World's  Oil  Supply — Below  the  Salt — 
James  VI  at  Oslo — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question  Box 
— The  French  Page — The  Kiss  of  Peace  (Fiction).  Insets: 
Chess  Supplement:  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind.  "A 
Pulp  Cane  Wastepaper  Basket,"  and  a  Shopping  Basket. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad  :  5s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Lord  Curzon  of  Kedleston — 
•  Migration  Mysteries — Independence  Day  :  A  Sketch 
Book:  II,  General  Washington — The  Ship  Beautiful:  A 
Book  Review — At  the  Coal  Face — Cross-Word  Puzzles — 
Prize  Competition — National  Library  for  the  Blind — 
Owls — The  Return  of  Man — The  Deemster — Last  of  the 
Wool  Fleet — Indian  Women  of  To-day.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Orlando  Gibbons — "  What  is 
Rhythm  ?  " — Percy  Aldridge  Grainger  (continued) — 
Correspondence — Musical  Successes — Associated  Board 
Music — New  Music  Catalogue — Sir  Hamilton  Harty. 
Supplement  :  Braille  Musical  Reviews.  Insets  :  Organ  : 
"Tuba  Tune,"  by  Norman  Cocker;  Song:  "A  Page's 
Road  Song,"  by  Ivor  Novello.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — The  Mystery  of  the 
\\  orld's  Longest  River — Some  Talks  on  Music — Edward 
the  Peacemaker — The  Enemies  of  Birds — Cross-Word 
Puzzle  No.  4 — Told  in  Playtime — Do  you  know  ? — Prize 
Competition — Poem  :  God  Bless  our  Fatherland — 
Buttons  and  the  Palm.  (Subscription:  Inland  and  abroad, 
3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Xhe  Light-Bringer — From  the  Braille  Room  :  Five 
Functions  of  Pain  :  A  Meditation — Pain — A  Study  in 
Consciousness  II  (Chapter  II),  by  Mrs.  Besant — Thought 
Power  and  its  Effects — Infant  Prodigies — Sea  Thoughts 
(Poem) — Extracts  from  the  Masters  of  the  Wisdom — 
Immortal  Love  or  Death — Extracts. 


Santa  Lucia. — A  Day  or  Two  in  Bulgaria — Birds  of  the 
Frozen  North — The  Lead  Block  in  the  Safe  and  the 
Precious  Mite  inside  it — The  Hair  Fair  at  Limoges — 
The  King  behind  the  King  (Chapters  XXIII-XXVII),  by 
Warwick  Deeping — "  John  Daniel  II  " — Keeping  Back 
the  Sunlight — Thought  for  the  Month — Notice — How 
Bees  Talk  to  one  Another — £25,000  a  year  from  Birds' 
Nests — Our  Smallest  Workers.    (Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

1  he  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland).— Editorial  Notes — 
A  Mathematical  Cryptogram — Earthquakes — The  Poet's 
Corner — Our  Information  Bureau — International  Notes — 
Correspondence — Advertisements  and  General  Notices — 
Favourite  Quotations — Stageland — Workshops  for  the 
Blind — Men  and  Places.  Literary  Supplement  :  "  The 
Making  of  a  Dictionary,"  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Craigie.  Music 
Supplement  :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  Come  into  the  Garden, 
Maud,"  by  A.  B.  Cooper.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription :  8s.  Sd.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon  Magazine. — The  Lost  Hotel,  by  Alice 
Massie  (John  o'  London's  Weekly) — Martha's  Young  Man, 
by  Edwin  Pugh  (T.P.'s  and  Cassell's) — Japan — Machines 
that  earn  Pensions — Known  by  their  Odours — Where  it 
Really  Rains — Stars  and  Stripes.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


WANTED  by  Chester  Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of 
the  Blind,  a  Home  Teacher  for  rural  area  in  Flint- 
shire and  Denbighshire.  Partially  sighted  or  sighted 
woman  with  some  knowledge  of  Handicrafts  preferred. 
Commencing  Salary,  £2  weekly,  plus  travelling  expenses. 
Apply,  by  letter  in  first  instance,  to  The  Chairman,  13a 
Lower  Bridge  Street,  Chester. 


There  is  a  Vacancy  on  the  Home  Visiting  Staff  of  the 
Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Counties  Association  for  the 
Blind,  Denison  House,  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road,  S.W.I. 
Candidates  must  be  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45,  and 
should  apply  by  letter  before  July  10th  to  the  Supervisor, 
giving  name  and  address,  qualifications,  previous  ex- 
perience and  date  when  free,  and  enclosing  copies  of  two 
recent  testimonials.  Commencing  Salary,  £2  10s.  Od. 
weekly.     Experience  in  social  work  desirable. 
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SUNSHINE  HOMES  for  BLIND  BABIES 

(President:    H.R.H.    PRINCESS    BEATRICE) 
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(Conducted   by   the    National   Institute   for  the   Blind,    224   Great   Portland    Street,    W.) 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 

Patrons  : 
H.M.  THE  KING,  H.M.  THE  QUEEN  &  H.M.  QUEEN  ALEXANDRA 

^□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□n 
□  □ 

□  THE    FIFTH    ANNUAL  □ 

I  PEDLARS'  FAIR  I 

Originated  by  MADAME   EDITH   BAIRD  j=j 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□D 

TO    BE    HELD 

On  SATURDAY,  JULY  4th,  1925 

IN 

The  GARDEN  of  GROSVENOR  HOUSE 

(Kindly  lent  by  Lord  Leverhulme) 
DOORS    OPEN    2    P.M.  COMMENCE    2.30    P.M.    PROMPT 


UNIQUE    DANCING    COMPETITION 

MEDALS    AND    PRIZES   AWARDED 

Any  kind  of  Dance  may  be  chosen,  but  it  must   be    performed    by   a    group    of    not   less 
than  three  performers  and  not  more  than  5  minutes'  duration. 

Class  "A" — Children  under  8  years        Class  "C" — Children  under  15  years 
,,       "B" — Children  under  12  years  „       "  D  " — Any  age  over  15  years 

COMPETITOR'S   TICKETS  (inclusive  of  Tea,  Entrance,  &c.)  2s.  6d. 


ALL   THE    FUN   OF   THE    FAIR 
Pony  Rides  Games  Stalls 

::     ::    Dancing  on  the  Green    ::     :: 


SPECIAL    FEATURE 

Flannel  DANCE  from  8  to  12  midnight  in 
the  famous  Ballroom  of  Grosvenor   House 


Orchestra 


Tickets  2s    6d. 


GROUP  DANCE  judged  by  POPULAR  VOTE 

A  SHIELD  is  offered  to  the  School  presenting 
a  Group  Dance  of  not  less  than  Ten 
Performers  of  any  age,  and  not  more  than  ten 
minutes'  duration,  to  be  judged  by  popular 
vote.  The  Shield  is  at  present  held  by  Miss 
Susie  Boyle's  School  of  Dancing. 

No   extra    charge  will   be    made    to   competitors   in 
other  sections. 

Chairman  of  Judging  Committee: 

Mr.    P.   J.    S.    RICHARDSON 

Editor  of  the  "Dancing  Times." 

In  the  event  of  wet  weather  the   Competition   will   take 
place  in  the  Ballroom  of  Grosvenor  House. 


TICKETS  (including  Competition,  Tea  and  Entertainment)  5s. 

to  be  obtained  from  Mrs.  CLAREMONT,  M.B.E., 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224/8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road.  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 
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MUSIC 


Church  Anthem- — 

6581  ':  Behold,  how  good  and  joyful,"  by  Clarke-Whitfield  (Vertical  Score) 

6582  "  0,  that  Men  would  Praise  the  Lord  "  (Harvest),  by  Wolstenholme  (Vertical  Score) 

6583  "  The  sun  shall  be  no  more,"  by  H.  H.  Woodward  (Vertical  Score) 
Organ — 

6584  "  Toccata  in  B  minor,"  by  A.  P.  F.  Boely  (Bar  by  bar),  Pocket  size 

6585  "  Berceuse,"  and  "  Romance  Sans  Paroles,"  by  Gounod,  arr.  by  W.  T.  Best  (Bar  by  bar) 

6586  "  Fantasia  in  E  minor,"  by  E.  Silas  (Bar  by  bar) 

6587  "  Concert-Fantasia  in  D  minor,"  by  R.  P.  Stewart  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

6588  "  Reflections  "  (Three  Impressions),  by  Baynton-Power  (Bar  by  bar) 

6589  "  Rondo  a  Capriccio  in  G,"  Op.  129,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 

6590  "  The  Shrine  in  the  Wood,"  by  Howard  Carr  (Bar  by  bar),  Pocket  size 

6591  "  Impromptu  in  A  flat,"  Op.  29,  by  Chopin  (Bar  by  bar) 

6592  "  Album  Leaves  "  (Three  Original  Pieces),  by  Gade  (Bar  by  bar) 

6593  "  Fantasia  in  F  sharp  minor,"  Op.  28,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar) 

6594  "  Eight  Old  English  Dances,"  arr.  by  Ernest  Newton  (Bar  by  bar) 

6595  "  Schulbrede  Tune,  No.  4,"  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar).  . 

6596  "  Schulbrede  Tune,  No.  5,"  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar).  . 

6597  "  Poetical  Studies,"  Op.  41,  Book  I,  by  Alec  Rowley  (Bar  by  bar)  Pocket  size  .  . 

6598  "  Poetical  Studies,"  Op.  41,  Book  II,  by  Alec  Rowley  (Bar  by  bar),  Pocket  size 
Violin  and  Piano — 

6599  "  Feu  Follet  "  ("  Will  o'  the  Wisp  "),  by  H.  Wessely  (Bar  by  bar) 
Songs — 

6600  "  Killarney,"  by  Balfe  (F,  Compass  C  to  D'),  Pocket  size 

6601  "  Adelaide,"  by  Beethoven  (G,  Compass  C  to  F') 

6602  "  I  do  like  to  sing  in  my  bath,"  by  T.  C.  Sterndale  Bennett  (G,  Compass  D  to  D'),  Pocket  size 

6603  Three  Songs  :    "  'Twas  in  the  glorious  month  of  May,"  "  Since  my  love  now  loves  me  not,"  "  The  bv 

with  the  rose,"  medium  voice,  by  G.  W.  Cox  (Compass  C  to  F') 

6604  "  The  Enchantress,"  by  J.  L.  Hatton  (B  flat,  Compass  B  to  F'),  Pocket  size 

6605  "  I  am  a  Roamer  bold  and  gay  "  (from  "  Son  and  Stranger  "),  by  Mendelssohn  (D,  Compass  G  to  . 

6606  "  O,  that  thou  hadst  hearkened  "  (from  the  "  Prodigal  Son  "),  by  Sullivan  (G,  Compass  D  to  G') 
Duet — 

6607  "  At  Last  !  "  by  Arthur  Fagge  (Soprano  and  Contralto) 
Four-Part  Song — 

6608  "  Since  first  I  saw  your  face,"  by  Thomas  Ford  (S.A.T.B.)  .... 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

Juvenile  Literature — 

6459  The  Phoenix  and  the  Carpet,  E.  Nesbit 

6460  „  „  

Educational — 

6293     Style,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  

Music — 
6446     Selections  from  Braille  Musical  Catalogue 

In  last  month's  issue  the  notice  of  New  World  History  Series  should  read  as  follov 

5922  New  World  History  Series,  Book  1,  vol.  1,  Manning  

5923  „    '  Book  1,  vol.  2        „  

5924  „  Book  1,  vol.  3        „  

5925  „  Book  1,  vol.  4        „  


5    9 
0    6 


MOON  BOOKS 

Under  Moon  Books  in  the  last  issue  the  catalogue  number  of  First  and  Last  should  read  2290-1. 

2292     A  Stoic,  John  Galsworthy,  3  vols 

2300  The  Science  of  History,  J.  A.  Froude,  1  vol. 

2301  The  Book  of  Job,  J.  A.  Froude,  2  vols.  
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ADVISORY   COMMITTEE    ON    THE    WELFARE 

OF    THE    BLIND 

FIFTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


HE  Advisory  Committee  on  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  have  issued 
their  Fifth  Annual  Report  to  the 
Minister  of  Health.  The  report 
consists  of  a  comprehensive  survey 
of  the  work  undertaken  on  behalf 
of  the  blind,  together  with  interes- 
ting statistical  observations. 

First  and  foremost  the  Committee 
note  that  further  progress  has  been 
made  in  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920.  With  regard 
to  Section  1  of  the  Act,  on  the  31st  March, 
1924,  10,625  blind  persons  in  England  and 
Wales  between  the  ages  of  50  and  70  were  in 
receipt  of  Old  Age  Pensions,  as  compared 
with  9,921  on  the  same  date  last  year.  The 
total  number  of  blind  persons  between  the 
ages  of  50  and  70  is  now  stated  to  be  12,397, 
so  that  no  less  than  85  per  cent,  of  those 
eligible  are  receiving  benefit  under  this  pro- 
vision. The  remaining  1 5  per  cent,  are, 
presumably,  excluded  owing  to  the  possession 
of  other  means. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  hardships 
experienced  by  voluntary  agencies  conducting 
Homes  for  the  Blind  by  reason  of  the  stoppage 
of  Old  Age  Pensions  where  the  maintenance 
costs  exceed  £1  per  week,  and  the  Committee 
consider  it  desirable  that  the  "  means  "  quali- 
fication should  be  raised  to  a  higher  figure  in 
the  case  of  all  blind  persons  between  the  ages 
of  50   and   70.*     The   total  abolition   of  the 


income  limit  in  the  case  of  blind  persons  is  not 
recommended,  neither  does  the  Committee 
support  the  suggestion  made  to  them  that  all 
adult  persons  should  receive  a  pension  of  10s. 
per  week.  It  is  their  opinion  that  the  granting 
of  such  a  pension  would  tend  to  discourage 
individual  effort,  and  they  believe  that  "  the 
handicap  of  blindness  may  be  considerably 
alleviated  by  education,  training  and  proper 
after-care,  and  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
make  the  fact  of  blindness  itself  a  sufficient 
justification  for  assistance  from  the  State." 
"  It  seems  to  us  preferable,"  the  report  con- 
tinues, "  that  blind  persons  should  first  be 
educated  and  trained  up  to  the  maximum  of 
their  capacity,  and  then  assessed  on  their  dis- 
ability and  assisted  according  to  their  indivi- 
dual needs  by  the  voluntary  agencies,  local 
authorities,  Boards  of  Guardians,  or  the  State, 
as  the  case  may  be." 

With  reference  to  Section  II  of  the  Act, 
schemes  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  blind 
persons  have  now  been  submitted  by  the  145 
local  authorities  concerned,  and  have  been 
approved.  The  Committee  are  satisfied  that 
administrative  provision  now  exists  for  meeting 
the  needs  of  all  the  blind  in  the  country,  and 

*  Their  recommendations  in  regard  to  this  matter  have  now, 
the  Report  states,  been  very  largely  met  by  the  passing 
of  the  Old  Age  Pensions  (Amendment)  Act,  1924,  which 
permits  of  an  additional  income  of  not  more  than  £39 
being  held  by  Pensioners,  providing  it  is  not  derived 
from  earnings. 
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that  it  only  remains  for  the  working  to  be 
accelerated  before  every  class  of  blind  person 
will  receive  the  treatment  appropriate  to  its 
requirements.  As  stated  previously,  the 
schemes  of  local  authorities  propose  as  a 
general  rule  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  existing 
voluntary  agencies  for  the  blind,  and,  where 
necessary,  to  give  financial  assistance  towards 
the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  different  services. 
The  financial  assistance  given  by  local  authori- 
ties and  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  voluntary 
agencies  have,  the  Committee  state,  resulted 
in  greatly  improved  services. 

Under  Section  III  of  the  Act,  the  registration 
of  charities  for  the  blind  has  been  continued. 
This  provision  has  been  of  great  value  in  pro- 
tecting the  public  against  fraudulent  charities, 
but  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  strengthened  still  further  if  power  were 
given  to  a  registration  authority  to  remove 
from  the  register,  subject  to  the  right  of  appeal, 
any  charity  which  may  have  become  redundant. 
Further,  it  appears  desirable  to  them  that  power 
should  be  given  to  a  registration  authority  to 
refuse  registration,  subject  also  to  the  right  of 
appeal,  to  any  new  charity  if  they  are  satisfied 
that  its  objects  are,  or  could  be,  adequately 
attained  by  an  existing  charity. 

The  Table  on  this  page  shows  the  amount 
of  grant  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
respect  of  services  provided  for  the  welfare  of 
the  blind  during  the  financial  years  192 1-2, 
1922-3,  and  1923-4. 

Passing  to  the  subject  of  workshops  for  the 
blind,  it  is  recorded  that  during  the  year  pro- 
posals were  made,  or  were  actually  carried  out, 
for  the  provision  of  new  or  additional  work- 
shop   accommodation    at    West    Hartlepool, 


Rhondda,  Preston,  Burnley,  Warrington  and 
Halifax. 

The  Committee  are  investigating  the  com- 
parative costs  of  production  in  workshops  for 
the  blind,  but  so  far  they  have  been  unable  to 
determine  this  with  exactitude.  Up  to  date, 
their  investigations  have  led  them  to  believe 
that  there  is  room  for  improvement  in-  the 
trading  activities  of  some  of  the  workshops. 
The  situation  with  regard  to  unemployment  is 
stated  to  be  improving,  full  employment  having 
been  provided  throughout  the  year  in  31  of 
the  46  workshops  recognised  by  the  Ministry. 

In  reply  to  representations  which  have  been 
made  that  workshops  for  the  blind  should  be 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  Unem- 
ployment Insurance  Act,  the  Committee  state 
that  they  cannot  recommend  any  revision  of 
the  Statute  in  this  respect.  It  is,  they  assert, 
doubtful  whether  any  workshop  would  be 
prepared  to  guarantee  permanent  employment 
in  the  future,  and,  in  order  to  meet  this  un- 
certainty, it  seems  to  them  desirable  that  the 
employees  should  be  insured. 

A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  home- 
workers  who  have  been  brought  within  the 
scope  of  approved  schemes  for  their  benefit  is 
reported.  Approximately  one  thousand  per- 
sons are  now  included  in  such  schemes. 
Although  a  number  of  agencies  have  adopted 
a  flat  rate  of  10/-  in  augmentation  of  the  wages 
of  home-workers,  a  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion  still  exists  on  this  subject,  and  a  greater 
degree  of  uniformity  is  urgently  recommended. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  an  exten- 
sion of  the  term  "  home-worker  "  to  all  those 
persons  who  are  not  necessarily  engaged  in 
"  occupations  usually  practised  in  workshops." 


GRANT   PAID   BY   THE  MINISTRY   OF   HEALTH 


Service. 

1921-2 

1922-3 

1923-4 

£  . 

£ 

£ 

Counties  Associations 

6,844 

7,002 

7,169 

Workshops 

3I>476 

33,356 

35,809 

Home  workers 

6,117 

9,212 

10,838 

Homes 

6,673 

6,705 

7,409 

Hostels 

739 

786 

842 

Home-teaching 

12,978 

14,753 

16,667 

Tools  and  equipment 

147 

187 

213 

Book  production 

4,9 I2 

3,4H 

4,440 

Capital  expenditure    .  . 

— 

30 

63 

Miscellaneous 

— 

— 

20 

Total 

£69,886 

£75,445 

£83,470 
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At  present,  for  example,  the  definition  includes 
pianoforte-tuners  and  music-teachers,  whilst 
massage  operators  have  been  excluded.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  definition  of  a  home- 
worker  as  at  present  contained  in  the  Regu- 
lations should  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows  : 

"  Paragraph  19. — The  expression  '  home- 
workers  '  means  adult  blind  persons 
attached  for  the  purposes  of  care, 
assistance  and  supervision  to  an  ap- 
proved agency,  who,  for  sufficient 
reasons,  are  engaged  elsewhere  than  in 
a  workshop  in  occupations  usually 
practised  in  workshops  or  taught  in 
training  institutions  for  the  blind  recog- 
nised by  the  Board  of  Education,  or  in 
such  other  occupations  as  may  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Minister." 

■  "  This  definition,"  the  report  states,  "  would 
enable  the  Ministry  to  recognise  such  occu- 
pations as  massage,  for  which  there  is  a 
training  course  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  to  exercise  their  discretion 
regarding  the  recognition  of  any  other  occu- 
pations that  may  appear  desirable." 

The  service  of  home-teaching  continues  to 
expand.  At  the  present  time  there  are  1 1 1 
sighted  and  1 5  9  blind  home-teachers  employed 
by  the  various  agencies  and  local  authorities 
in  the  country.  The  personnel  of  the  home- 
teaching  service  has  been  considerably  more 
than  doubled  since  the  introduction  of  State 
assistance  in  1919.  The  functions  of  the  home- 
teacher  have  been  considerably  extended,  and 
the  service  has  developed  more  into  a  social 
welfare  service,  although  every  opportunity  is 
still  being  taken  of  imparting  instruction  in  the 
reading  of  embossed  literature  and  simple 
home  industries.  There  are  already  indications 
that  the  institution  of  the  College  of  Teachers' 
examination  is  improving  the  status  of  home- 
teachers  and  the  efficiency  of  the  service  as  a 
whole. 

Enquiries  have  been  instituted  into  the 
question    of   providing   additional   industries 


for  the  blind,  and  the  Committee  now  report 
that,  with  the  possible  exception  of  stringing 
tennis  racquets,  it  does  not  seem  practicable  to 
suggest  any  new  industries  which  could  be 
introduced  into  workshops  for  the  blind. 
While  the  prospect  of  finding  employment 
for  blind  persons  in  the  more  skilled  processes 
carried  on  in  ordinary  factories  and  workshops 
is  stated  to  be  dubious,  there  seems  to  be  a 
possibility  of  finding  employment  for  a  number 
of  blind  persons  (especially  women  with  some 
degree  of  vision)  in  the  more  simple  and  un- 
skilled operations  carried  on  by  ordinary 
industrial  concerns,  and  seven  firms  in  the 
Midlands  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
give  blind  persons  a  trial  period  of  employ- 
ment on  such  operations  as  the  preparing  and 
labelling  of  tins  ;  stringing  tennis  racquets  ; 
taping,  smearing  and  packing  golf-balls  ; 
armature  winding  ;  cardboard  box-making  ; 
gauging  lampglasses  ;  assembling  and  packing 
cycle  bells  ;  and  sorting  hemp.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  agencies  for  the  blind  should 
enlist  the  sympathies  of  employers  in  their  own 
localities  and  make  an  exhaustive  survey  of 
the  various  processes  carried  on  in  factories 
and  workshops  which  could  be  performed  by 
blind  persons.  The  Committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  this  work  of  exploration  should 
be  recognised  by  a  grant  payable  to  the 
agencies  at  a  rate  of  not  more  than  £20  per 
annum  per  head  in  respect  of  blind  persons 
employed  in  ordinary  agencies  and  workshops, 
providing  it  can  be  shown  that  the  agencies 
are  rendering  tangible  assistance  to  the  worker 
by  way  of  supervision,  augmentation,  and  so 
forth. 

On  the  30th  June,  1923,  there  were  regis- 
tered 36,518  blind  persons  as  compared  with 
34,894  on  the  1st  April,  1921  ;  30,795  on  the 
1st  April,  1920,  and  25,  840  on  the  1st  January, 
1919.  The  increases  are  probably  accounted 
for  by  better  ascertainment  of  cases  and  not 
by  any  net  increase  in  the  actual  number  of 
blind  persons.  The  distribution  of  the  blind 
in  England  and  Wales  according  to  age  periods 
is  as  follows  : — 


Total 

0-5 

5-16 

16-21 

21-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70- 

Un- 
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36,518 

231 

2,723 

1,567 

2,896 

3,72o 

4,339 

5,592         6,805 

8,026 
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The  total  of  8,296  employed  blind  persons 
in  England  and  Wales  is  accounted  for  in  the 
following  occupations  : — 


Agents,  collectors,  etc. 

216 

Basket  and  cane  workers     .  . 

1,644 

Boot  repairers 

•      245 

Brush  makers 

•      378 

Carpenters 

37 

Clergymen 

35 

Clerks,  typists 

103 

Telephone  operators 

l9 

Dealers    (tea    agents,    shopkeepers 

y 

etc.)             

627 

Domestic  servants 

23O 

Farmers 

71 

Hawkers 

265 

Home  teachers 

I20 

Knitters 

872 

Labourers 

200 

Massage 

90 

Mat  makers 

487 

Mattress  makers 

44 

Musicians  and  music  teachers 

327 

Net  makers 

26 

Newsvendors 

214 

Poultry  farmers 

145 

Schoolmasters 

47 

Seamstresses  and  upholsterers 

39 

Straw  and  string  bag  makers 

83 

Piano  tuners 

382 

Miscellaneous            . .          

M5° 

Total 

8,296 

The  classification  of  blind  persons  with 
physical  and  mental  defects  is  indicated 
in  the  table  below. 

In  their  concluding  remarks  the  Committee 
express  their  conviction  that,  consequent  upon 
the  passing  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  there  has 
been  a  very  substantial  improvement  in  the 
general  circumstances  of  the  blind  in  the 
country.  While  they  do  not  suggest  that 
further  improvements  are  not  possible  or 
desirable,  they  are  satisfied  that  the  triple 
partnership  of  the  voluntary  agencies,  the  local 
authorities  and  the  State  in  dealing  with  the 
welfare  of  the  blind  has  been  abundantly 
justified. 


A   FLEET    STREET    MEMORIAL 
TO    SIR   ARTHUR   PEARSON 

ON  the  8th  July,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
congregation,  Viscount  Burnham  un- 
veiled a  memorial  to  Sir.  Arthur  Pearson  in 
St.  Bride's  Church,  Fleet  Street. 

Designed  by  Sir  Edwin  Lutyens,  R.A.,  the 
memorial,  which  has  been  placed  on  the  south 
wall  of  the  church,  bears  the  following  in- 
scription : — 

Sir  Cyril  Arthur  Pearson, 
First  Baronet,  of  Saint  Dunstan's,  G.B.E. 
Newspaper  Proprietor,  Publisher, 
and  Friend  of  the  Blind. 
Born  24th  Feb.,  1866. 
Died  9th  Dec,  1921. 
One  of  the  hymns  sung  at  the  service  was 
"Abide  with  Me,"  which  was  written  by  Sir 
Arthur's  great-grandfather. 

Before  unveiling  the  memorial,  Lord  Burn- 
ham  delivered  an  address  in  which  he  said  he 
esteemed  it  a  great  honour  to  have  been  asked 
to  speak  that  afternoon  in  praise  of  his  old 
friend  and  in  veneration  of  his  memory.  He 
spoke  of  Sir  Arthur's  unbounded  capacity  for 
work,  and  alluded  to  his  many  activities  in  the 
newspaper  world  and  in  the  world  of  the 
blind,  and  to  his  successful  efforts  to  bring  joy 
into  the  lives  of  millions  of  poor  children  by 
means  of  his  Fresh  Air  Fund. 

The  Bishop  of  Kensington,  who  dedicated 
the  memorial,  said  that  Sir  Arthur  Pearson 
had  lifted  charity  to  its  true  height  and  glory. 
In  helping  those  for  whom  there  was  a  natural, 
instinctive  human  feeling  of  pity,  he  would 
have  nothing  of  pity,  but  sympathy  and  love. 
Amongst  those  present  in  the  congregation 
were  Lady  (Arthur)  Pearson,  Sir  Neville 
Pearson,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
Chairman  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and  Captain  Ian  Fraser,  C.B.E.,  M.P., 
Chairman  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

The  fees  for  blind  visitors  to  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  Convalescent  and 
Holiday  Home,  Quarry  Hill,  St.  Leonards-on- 
Sea,  have  been  reduced  to  £1  per  week.  The 
charge  for  sighted  guests  is  25/-  per  week. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN     THE     WORLD     OF     THE     BLIND 

Mr.    BEN    PURSE 


HEN  asked  if  he  would  give  some 
particulars  concerning  his  life,  the 
subject  of  the  present  biography 
remarked  :  "  I  was  born  in  Man- 
chester in  the  '70's.  I'm  not  quite 
sure  of  the  date  of  my  birth,  and 
it  really  doesn't  matter."  The 
remark  is  entirely  in  keeping  with 
the  speaker,  for  the  outstanding 
character- 
istic of  this 
"  Personality  "  may  be 
stated  to  consist  of  a 
quick  grasp  of  essential 
facts  and  an  almost 
contemptuous  disre- 
gard of  unimportant 
details.  As  a  worker 
in  the  world  of  the 
blind  Mr.  Ben  Purse 
needs  no  further  intro- 
duction. As  a  writer 
he  is  known  to  all — as 
a  speaker  to  many. 

His  career  has 
throughout  been 
highly  interesting. 
With  no  advantages  of 
wealth  or  circumstances 
he  has  forged  his  way 
ahead  by  dint  of  dogged 
perseverance,  unbound- 
ed grit  and  energy, 
and  the  abundant  use 
of  remarkable  abilities. 
In  early  life  his  sight 
became  defective,  but 
for  a  long  time  his 
people  hesitated  to  send 

him  to  a  school  for  the  blind,  believing  that 
he  would  retain  sufficient  vision  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  ordinary  duties  of  life.  How- 
ever, at  the  age  of  nine  all  useful  sight  had 
entirely  disappeared  and  he  was  sent  to  the 
Manchester  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Here 
he  passed  through  the  primary  school,  taking 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  of  education 
offered  to  him.  One  of  the  very  great  advan- 
tages associated  with  this  Institution  was  the 
possession  of  an  excellent  library,   of  which 


Photo  : 


Mr  Ben  Purse. 


the  lad  soon  began  to  make  the  fullest  use. 
He  was,  and  has  remained,  an  insatiable 
reader.  When  about  14  years  of  age  he 
became  an  active  member  of  the  Literary 
Society  attached  to  the  Institution,  of  which 
he  became  the  secretary,  subsequently  editing 
the  school  magazine.  In  the  direction  of  his 
studies  he  was  largely  aided  by  the  late  Mr. 
George  Goodwin,  and  by  one  of  the  present 
masters,  Mr.  C.  F.  Tivey. 
After  some  technical 
education,  he  was  given 
a  certain  amount  of 
handicraft  training  in 
basket-making, 
"  which,"  he  himself 
says,  "would  have  been 
absolutely  hopeless 

from  the  point  of  view 
of  earning  a  livelihood. ' ' 
The  authorities  con- 
sidered that  he  ought 
to  take  up  pianoforte- 
tuning,  and  he  was 
given  a  course  of  in- 
struction in  that  pro- 
fession, subsequently 
taking  the  certificate. 
Unfortunately,  his  own 
inclinations  would  have 
led  him  to  study  law, 
but  the  authorities  of 
the  Institution  were  not 
disposed  to  spend 
money  upon  that  branch 
of  learning,  though 
they  would  have  been 
willing  for  him  to 
enter  the  Church,  a 
vocation  for  which  he  declares  that  he 
was,  and  has  remained,  totally  unfitted. 
Subsequently  he  left  the  Manchester  In- 
stitution with  a  kit  of  tools  and  without 
the  slightest  prospect  of  being  able  to 
obtain  immediate  employment.  For  some 
two  and  a  half  years  he  struggled  to  build  up 
a  tuning  connection.  He  admits  that  the 
struggle  was  conducted  in  a  half-hearted 
fashion,  for  his  mind  was  developing  in  other 
directions.     He  experienced  many  privations. 


Russell  &■  Sons,  B.ihr  S/.,  If. 
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His  income  was  slender  ;  good  meals  none 
too  frequent.  For  some  time  he  had  been 
taking  note  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
which  prevailed  in  the  blind  community,  and, 
his  attention  having  been  directed  to  the 
activities  of  the  National  League  of  the  Blind, 
he  entered  enthusiastically  into  all  its  under- 
takings and  enterprises.  At  the  time  the 
Society  was  deplorably  poor.  Mr.  Purse  was 
elected  to  be  its  first  paid  secretary,  receiving 
the  munificent  salary  of  8/-  per  week,  "  which 
was,"  he  says,  "  paid  to  me  occasionally  when 
funds  were  substantial  enough  to  admit  of 
some  consideration  being  given  to  the  status 
of  the  paid  official."  On  the  death  of  a 
relative  in  1898  he  inherited  the  sum  of  £60. 
With  this  money  he  immediately  established 
"  The  Blind  Advocate."  In  its  early  days 
this  journal  was  published  by  a  small  firm  of 
printers,  but  very  soon  its  founder  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  production.  Eventually 
the  work  was  handed  over  to  the  Manchester 
Guardian,  which  produced  the  periodical  in  a 
very  creditable  form  and  assisted  largely  in 
putting  the  matter  into  readable  shape.  For  two 
years  Mr.  Purse  struggled  with  the  production 
of  this  paper,  but  the  inevitable  financial 
difficulties  arose,  and  the  effort  was  temporarily 
abandoned.  However,  the  organisation  itself 
had  grown  numerically,  and  its  financial 
position  had  temporarily  improved. 

Meanwhile  he  had  made  the  acquaintance 
of  a  number  of  literary  men  who  began  to 
write  extensively  to  him  and  encouraged  him 
to  write  on  various  social  problems,  in  par- 
ticular directing  his  attention  to  what  might 
be  done  in  connection  with  work  on  behalf 
of  the  blind.  He  began  to  earn  a  little 
money  by  his  literary  efforts,  but  it  was  all 
too  meagre  to  provide  anything  in  the  nature 
of  a  reasonable  or  regular  income. 

In  his  article  on  "  The  Passing  of  the 
Voluntary  System,"  which  appeared  in  a 
recent  issue  of  The  Beacon,  Mr.  Purse  speaks 
of  the  youthful  ideals  and  ambitions  of  the 
little  coterie  to  which  he  belonged  : — "  We 
had  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  our  own 
powers  and  an  exalted  opinion  of  the  capacity 
we  possessed  for  the  discharge  of  adminis- 
trative and  managerial  functions.  If  the 
destinies  of  the  voluntary  institutions  could 
only  have  been  entrusted  to  us,  how  very 
different  things  would  have  been  for  the 
blind — at  least,  we  were  presumptuous  enough 
to  think  so 


"  Some  of  those  who  aspired  to  be  leaders 
of  the  movement,  or  had  such  greatness  thrust 
upon  them,  were  not  too  well  equipped  for 
the  task,  though  they  were  fanatically  zealous 
and  anxious  to  make  themselves  worthy  ex- 
ponents of  the  cause  they  had  to  plead. 

"  Good  literature  was  not  nearly  so  acces- 
sible as  we  now  find  it  to  be,  especially  the 
kind  by  which  our  imaginations  could  be  fired 
and  our  impulses  stirred.  The  writer  used  to 
walk  ten  miles  on  three  alternate  days  of  each 
week,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  a  very  long- 
period,  to  an  enthusiastic  friend  who  translated 
Voltaire  and  other  French  and  German 
essayists,  reading  aloud,  with  expression  and 
forcefulness,  to  the  infinite  delight  of  his  sole 
auditor.  We  did  not  overlook  English  and 
American  historians  and  essayists  :  Hume, 
Hobbs,  Locke — each  had  a  place  of  honour 
in  our  litle  circle,  not  forgetting  Adam  Smith, 
Ricardo,  Mill,  and  a  host  of  less  responsible 
political  economists.  Shelley  was  our  favourite 
poet — '  The  Mask  of  Anarchy  '  and  '  Songs 
to  the  Men  of  England  '  being  ever  among 
our  most  welcome  guests. 

"Though  at  that  time  we  considered  our- 
selves pioneers  of  the  movement  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  voluntaryism  in  the  affairs  of  the  blind, 
the  movement  in  reality  represented  no  such 
thing.  In  effect,  it  was  an  effort  to  expedite 
certain  changes,  most  of  which  may  now  be 
said  to  have  been  realised." 

In  1 90 1  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
League  of  the  Blind,  and  his  tuning  efforts 
were  entirely  abandoned.  The  tuning  con- 
nection he  had  set  up  had  become  negligible, 
owing  to  the  active  work  he  had  been  pursuing 
on  the  platform  and  in  the  Press  with  regard 
to  an  agitation  for  the  reform  of  a  certain 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  He  had,  in  his 
youthful  enthusiasm,  become  connected  with 
the  Socialist  movement,  and  this  occasioned  a 
definite  break  with  many  old  friends  and 
associates.  He  studied  Marx  and  Engels  with 
avidity,  and  swallowed  unreservedly  most  of 
the  dogmas  which  were  being  disseminated 
by  the  demagogues  of  those  days.  Like  most 
young  men,  he  believed  that  in  a  few  short 
years  he  and  his  friends  would  be  able  to 
shape  a  co-operative  commonwealth  and  that 
nothing  else  would  then  matter. 

His  work  for  the  National  League  of  the 
Blind  was  most  arduous.  There  could  be  no 
question  of  home  life,  for  when  funds  were 
available  he  was  obliged  to  travel  incessantly  5 
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and  when  funds  were  lacking  his  whole  atten- 
tion was  given  to  securing  means  by  which  to 
keep  the   Society  afloat.      In    1901    he   was   a 
fully-fledged  trades  union  official,  commanding 
a  salary  of  23/-  per  week,  and  his  duties,  in 
addition  to  preparing  literature  for  the  Society, 
editing    its    journal,    lecturing    and    generally 
organising   work,   are  best   expressed   in    the 
term  "  maid-of-all-works."     "  From  that  time 
onward,"  says  Mr.  Purse,  "  the  whole  of  my 
working  days  have  been  devoted  to  activities 
on  behalf  of  the  blind.     Although  I  cannot 
claim  to  have  accomplished  very  many  definite 
results,  it  is  at  least  some  satisfaction  to  know 
that  conditions   have  steadily  improved   year 
by   year,   and   that  is   all   one   can   reasonably 
expect.      The    agitation    for   the   granting   of 
facilities  by  municipalities  owning  their  own 
tramway  services  occupied  a  good  deal  of  my 
time,  and  as  an  example  of  what  was  accom- 
.plished  in  that  direction,  I  may  point  out  that 
from   1 904-1 9 10  I  waited  upon  48  municipal 
authorities,  securing  the  concession  from   37 
of  such."     In  1905  he  attended  the  first  Inter- 
national Conference  at  Edinburgh,  moving  a 
resolution   which   invited   the   Conference   to 
express  an  opinion  on  State  intervention  on 
behalf    of    the    blind.      This    resolution    was 
seconded  by  his  old  friend  and  colleague,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Gregory,  but  it  found  little  support.     In 
1908  the  situation  had  entirely  altered,  and  the 
Conference,  as  everyone  knows,  subscribed  to 
the    principle      which    had    heretofore    been 
treated  with  scanty  consideration.     Mr.  Purse 
has   served  on  several  important  committees 
appointed    by    this    Conference,    notably    the 
National    Employment    Committee    and    the 
Pensions     Committee.       The     results     of    the 
operations   of  these   committees   are   so   well 
known  that  there  is  no  need  to  dilate  upon  the 
subject  further.     In  1914,  prior  to  the  debate 
on  Mr.   Wardle's   resolution,  Mr.   Purse  pre- 
pared  the   entire   matter   for  the   preliminary 
discussion  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
the    Inter-Departmental    Committee.       From 
the  deliberations  of  this  committee  so  much 
useful  legislation  has  accrued  that  it  would  be 
idle  to  attempt  to  give  the  merest  summary 
here. 

It  was  after  writing  a  manifesto  on  behalf  of 
the  National  League  of  the  Blind  entitled 
"  Bread  before  Braille,"  that  he  first  met  the 
late  Sir  Arthur  Pearson.  Everybody  knows 
to-day  that  the  then  President  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  was  in  entire  accord 
with   the   point    of    view   expressed   in    this 


pamphlet.  Previously- — in  the  year  1907 — Mr. 
Purse,  as  the  only  witness  on  behalf  of  the 
blind  in  the  country,  had  given  evidence 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Poor  Law, 
and  one  of  the  first  matters  Sir  Arthur  dis- 
cussed with  him  was  the  evidence  submitted 
on  that  occasion.  He  was  surprised  to  learn 
that  Sir  Arthur  had  been  sufficiently  diligent, 
even  in  those  early  days,  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  matters  of  this  kind. 

Early  in  191 5  Mr.  Purse  was  invited  to  join 
the  staff  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
At  the  time  he  felt  that  he  could  hardly  accept 
the  offer,  as  he  was  then  in  receipt  of  a  salary 
of  35/-  per  week  from  his  own  Association. 
A  second  invitation  came  in  February,  19 16, 
and  this  he  accepted.  He  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Institute  in  April  of  that  year  as  Secretary 
of  the  Blinded  Operatives'  Department.  From 
that  time  onwards  his  activities  have  been 
viewed  with  suspicion  and  distrust  by  his 
former  colleagues,  and  the  past  nine  years 
have  comprised  a  period  of  incessant  contro- 
versy. "  It  would  be  futile,"  Mr.  Purse  says, 
"to  deny  the  facts  that  my  ideas  have  undergone 
radical  changes.  The  more  intimate  experience 
I  have  had  with  men  and  movements  has  led 
me  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly  to 
another  conception  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  outline  in  my  book  :  "  The  Blind  in  In- 
dustry." From  1914  until  the  end  of  1916  he 
served  on  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee 
and  from  1917  until  1921  on  the  Central  Ad- 
visory Committee  for  the  Blind.  In  1920  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  After- 
Care  Department  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  his  close  association  with  the 
administration  of  relief  and  the  responsibilities 
devolving  upon  him  in  connection  with 
training  and  general  employment  have,  he 
states,  given  him  almost  unique  opportunities 
of  studying  at  first  hand  the  complexity  of  the 
industrial  problem. 

It  is  of  interest  to  quote  Mr.  Purse's  own 
words  in  regard  to  his  present  work  : — 

"  At  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  we 
have  a  complete  record  of  over  13,000  cases, 
and  it  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  of 
my  life  to  have  taken  part  in  a  movement  under 
whose  auspices  so  many  sightless  men  and 
women  have  been  given  the  chance  of  be- 
coming useful  citizens  by  the  presentation  of 
an  opportunity  which  was  sorely  lacking  in  the 
old  days." 

Questioned  as  to  his  hobbies,  Mr.  Purse 
said  :    "  The  only  hobby  I  have,  if  it  may  be 
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called  such,  is  reading,  and  that  is  so  closely 
associated  with  my  work,  that  I  feel  the  days 
are  not  long  enough  in  which  to  accumulate 
that  knowledge  and  experience  which  are 
essential  to  enable  an  active  blind  man  to  equip 
himself  for  the  tasks  that  are  ever  ready  to  his 
hand."  Mr.  Purse  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Arts,  besides  being  a  member  of  the 
CollegeandAssociationof  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

In  1 92 1  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
formation  of  the  National  Union  of  the 
Professional  and  Industrial  Blind,  which  has 
now  become  a  growing  organisation,  including 
in  its  ranks  some  of  the  best  elements  in  the 
blind  world.  Its  official  organ,  "  The  Tri- 
bune," of  which  Mr.  Purse  is  the  editor,  is  an 
unqualified  success.  At  present  he  is  engaged 
upon  another  book,  "  Letters  to  the  Blind 
Workers  of  Britain." 

Recently  Mr.  Purse  expressed  his  satis- 
faction with  the  provisions  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  and  with  the  manner  in 
which  these  are  being  administered  throughout 
the  country.  Summing  up  his  views  con- 
cerning the  general  position  created  by  the 
Act,  to  which  he  alludes  as  the  Blind  Man's 
Industrial  Charter,  he  says  :  "  So  far  as  one 
is  able  to  judge,  the  potentialities  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act  have  not  been  nearly  exhausted, 
but,  subject  to  slight  amendments  in  the 
direction  of  giving  increased  powers  to 
municipalities  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
preventible  forms  of  blindness,  additional 
legislation  would  appear  to  be  almost  un- 
necessary. I  am  confident,  however,  that  in 
the  future  the  blind  will  not  be  satisfied  to  be 
transferred  to  industrial  establishments  of  the 
type  such  as  we  have  to-day,  but  that  further 
educational  facilities  will  enable  a  larger  pro- 
portion to  make  their  own  way  in  the  world, 
and  that  increased  opportunities  will  be  avail- 
able in  the  ordinary  factories  and  workshops, 
making  for  the  absorption  of  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  capable  blind." 

Mr.  Purse  has  himself  left  no  stone  unturned 
in  helping  to  secure  many  of  the  advantages 
which  are  enjoyed  by  the  blind  worker  to-day, 
and  he  is  considered  an  authority  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  economic  condition  of  the 
sightless.  His  boundless  energy,  his  sound 
judgment,  his  utter  fearlessness  in  expressing 
his  opinions,  even  in  the  face  of  the  greatest 
opposition,  have  excited  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him,  while  his  kind  heart  and 
ready  helpfulness  cause  him  to  be  regarded 
with  warm  affection  by  his  fellow-workers. 


HIAWATHA 

AS  last  year,  the  production  of  Coleridge- 
Taylor's  "  Hiawatha  "  in  operatic  form, 
with  scenery  and  costumes,  at  the  Albert  Hall, 
formed  an  important  event  of  "  the  season." 
Fourteen  performances  were  given  from  the 
8th  to  the  20th  June,  and  the  proceeds  will  be 
divided  among  the  Albert  Hall  Syndicate,  the 
Royal  Choral  Society  and  the  Greater  London 
Fund  for  the  Blind. 

The  production  was  in  the  able  hands  of 
Mr.  T.  C.  Fairbairn,  who  once  again  proved 
himself  a  master  in  the  art  of  grouping  and 
in  the  production  of  remarkable  scenic  effects. 
A  chorus  of  800  members  of  the  Royal  Choral 
Society  was  supported  by  the  Royal  Albert 
Hall  Orchestra,  conducted  by  Dr.  Malcolm 
Sargent,  and  the  soloists,  all  of  whom  very 
kindly  gave  their  services,  were  as  follows  : — 

Mesdames 

Ruth  Vincent  May  Huxley 

Elizabeth  Mellor  Doris  Shepherd 

Anita  Desmond  Constance  Groome 

Madeline  Hylton  Catherine  Vale 

Phyllis  Kelly  Mavis  Bennett 

Alessrs. 
Harold  Williams  William  Heseltine 

Horace  Stevens  Gavin  Gordon-Brown 

Frank  Webster  Horace  Vincent 

Edward  McKeown         Hubert  Carter 
Edward  Leer  John  Booth 

Felix  Demery  William  Boland 

Leonard  Will  more  Chief  Os-ke-non-ton 

Frederick  Taylor  (of  the  Mohawk  Tribe) 

Several  new  features  were  added  to  this 
year's  production,  which  surpassed  that  of 
1924  in  general  brilliance  of  execution,  the 
whole  forming  a  blend  of  colour  and  sound 
which  will  not  easily  be  forgotten. 


THE  Barclay  Workshops  have  issued  a 
new  price  list  of  their  woven  and 
knitted  goods.  Copies  of  the  price  list  are 
obtainable,  free  of  charge,  on  application  to 
the  Barclay  Workshops  for  Blind  Women,  20 
and  21  Crawford  Street,  Baker  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.i. 


We  need  to  have  an  ideal  in  our  minds 
with  which  to  test  all  realities.  But  it  is 
equally  true,  and  less  noted,  that  we  need  a 
reality  with  which  to  test  ideals. — G.  K. 
Chesterton. 
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MUSIC    NOTES 

AT  the  Brighton  Competitive  Musical 
Festival,  held  from  May  14th  to  May 
1 6th,  the  pupils  of  the  Brighton  School  for 
Blind  Boys  competed  in  two  sections,  namely  : 

(1)  Choirs  of  25  voices  (Brighton  only). 
Test  Pieces  :  "  Sailors'  Song  " 

"  Fine    Knacks    for 
Ladies." 

(2)  Choirs  of  45  voices  (all  Sussex). 
Test  Pieces  :   "  There   is   a   Garden 

in  her  Face." 
Selected    Folk    Song : 
"  Follow  me  down  to 
Carlow." 
In    the    first    section    the    blind    boys    were 
awarded    second    prize,    and    in    the    second 
section    they    were    awarded    the    first   prize. 
Their   music   master  is   Mr.   Leonard   Marsh, 
Mus.   Bac,   F.R.C.O.,   the   well-known   blind 
musician. 


MR.  THOMAS  MARSHALL,  L.R.A.M., 
a  blind  student  at  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Music,  whose  brilliant  successes  have  fre- 
quently been  recorded  in  the  Beacon-,  has  added 
yet  another  to  his  laurels,  having  just  been 
awarded  the  "  Walter  Macfarren  "  Gold  Medal 
for  pianoforte  playing.  This  prize  is  awarded 
for  the  best  rendering  of  a  pianoforte  work 
selected  by  the  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Music,  Bach's  "  Goldberg  " 
Variations  (Busoni  arrangement)  being  the  test 
piece  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Thomas  Marshall  was  a  student  at  the 
Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  and  we 
congratulate  him  and  his  Alma  Mater  on  his 
distinguished  career  as  a  student,  both  at  the 
Royal  Normal  College,  and,  later,  at  the  Royal 
Academy. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Marshall  is  leaving 
the  Royal  Academy  at  the  end  of  the  present 
term  to  establish  himself  as  a  teacher  of  music 


also  contributed  pianoforte  solos  with  equal 
charm.  In  addition  to  this,  the  ./Eolian  Co. 
had  prepared  a  delightful  surprise,  for  a  few 
days  previously  they  had  invited  Mr.  Wol- 
stenholme  to  improvise  upon  their  special 
"  Duo-Art  "  pianola  pianoforte,  and,  at  the 
meeting,  this  "  record  "  (on  a  perforated  roll) 
was  released  for  the  first  time,  the  result  being 
that  the  audience  found  itself  listening  to  a 
delightful  morceau  in  Mr.  Wolstenholme's 
most  characteristic  vein.  During  the  after- 
noon another  "  record  "  was  also  applied  to 
the  organ  (this  particular  instrument  being 
adapted  to  the  purpose)  resulting  in  an 
interesting  performance  of  a  Minuet  and  Trio 
selected  from  his  published  compositions  for 
the  organ.  An  outstanding  feature,  however, 
was  an  improvisation  on  four  themes  selected 
by  members  of  the  audience.  The  masterly 
treatment  of  these  upon  the  organ  once  more 
served  to  prove  that  in  Mr.  Wolstenholme  the 
art  of  extemporary  playing  has  one  of  its  most 
cultivated  exponents.  The  members  of  the 
audience  (largely  composed  of  professional 
musicians)  were  enthusiastic  in  their  expression 
of  appreciation  of  the  skill  displayed  in  the 
development  of  an  imposing,  though  neces- 
sarily transitory  work,  evolved  without  pre- 
meditation from  these  four  themes,  none  of 
which  at  first  hearing  seemed  to  suggest  great 
possibilities  to  the  average  mind. 

The  entire  occasion  was  memorable,  not- 
only  because  the  audience  included  many 
eminent  organists,  together  with  the  musical 
critics  attached  to  professional  journals,  etc., 
but  also  on  account  of  the  unique  opportunity 
it  afforded  for  Mr.  Wolstenholme  to  excel  in 
many  and  widely  divergent  roles.  The  manner 
in  which  he  did  this  carried  conviction  to  all 
that  a  blind  man  of  culture  and  training  can 
triumphantly  hold  his  own  amongst  his 
sighted  peers,  whether  as  President  of  an 
important  society,  as  a  composer,  a  recitalist, 
or  even  as  a  charming  and  genial  host. 


BY  kind  invitation  of  the  directors  of  the 
iEolian  Co.,  the  members  of  the  London 
Society  of  Organists  forgathered  at  the  /Eolian 
Hall,  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  "to  meet  the 
President,"  Mr.  William  Wolstenholme,  Mus. 
Bac.(Oxon.),  on  Saturday  afternoon,  June  25  th, 
the  occasion  being  a  musical  conversazione. 

The  programme  consisted  for  the  most  part 
of  the  works  of  Mr.  W'olstenholme,  who  gave 
a  masterly  performance  of  three  of  his  com- 
positions upon  the  fine  organ  in  the  hall.     He 


THOSE  interested  in  the  higher  education 
of  the  blind  will  note  with  satisfaction 
that  the  Senate  of  London  University,  in  ad- 
dition to  allowing  the  concession  of  having 
examination  questions  Brailled  and  permitting 
candidates  to  answer  by  means  of  Braille,  are 
now  prepared  to  supply  invigilators  gratui- 
tously. This  will  prove  an  inestimable  boon 
to  blind  students. 
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COLLEGE   AND    ASSOCIATION    OF    TEACHERS 

OF   THE    BLIND 

HOME   TEACHERS'   EXAMINATION,    1925 


n~  HE  third  examination  For  the  certi- 
cate  for  home  teachers  was  held 
in  London  at  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  and  in  Brad- 
ford at  the  Technical  College,  from 
Tuesday,  May  19th,  1925,  until 
Thursday,  May  21st,  1925. 

To  gain  the  certificate  candidates 
had  to  satisfy  the  Board  of  Exam- 
iners in  Braille,  Moon,  Professional 
Knowledge,  and  three  of  the  fol- 
lowing home  occupations  : — Chair  caning, 
rush  seating,  hand  knitting,  pulp  cane  work, 
netting,  straw  bag  making  and  raffia  work, 
string  bag  making  and  raffia  work,  rug  making, 
Braille  music,  and  any  other  subjects  which 
the  candidates  may  submit,  if  such  subjects 
are  approved  by  the  examiners. 

Ninety  candidates  presented  themselves,  27 
of  whom  were  re-entrants.  Certificates  have 
been  granted  to  56  candidates  ;  of  these  30 
were  blind  and  26  sighted.  Twenty  were  re- 
entrants. 

The  Examiners  report  that  the  candidates 
reached  a  higher  standard  and  had  prepared 
more  intelligently  for  the  examination  than 
previously,  and  that  the  "  Manual  for  Home 
Teachers  "  seemed  to  have  been  used  well  to 
judge  from  the  written  papers  on  professional 
knowledge.  Below  we  give  some  of  their 
observations  which  will  be  of  interest  to  past 
and  future  candidates  : — 

Braille. 
The  blind  candidates  read,  on  the  whole, 
with  fluency  and  intelligence.  Several  of  the 
sighted  candidates  were  very  poor  readers. 
The  result  of  the  Braille  dictation  list  showed 
that  the  candidates  possessed  a  fairly  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  the  subject,  although 
the  taking  down  was  very  slow. 

Moon. 
The  reading  of  Moon  was  rather  slow  and 
laboured,  but  the  work  on  the  whole  was 
satisfactory  and  revealed  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  principles  on  which  Moon  is  built. 
Several  candidates  showed  only  a  very  meagre 
knowledge,  and  had  not  apparently  studied  the 
subject. 


Professional  Knowledge. 

(1)  Case  Work. — The  cases  were  dealt  with 
in  a  more  practical  manner  than  previously. 
In  some  instances  the  examiners  could  see  that 
the  answers  given  were  the  result  of  thorough 
experience  in  the  work.  Others  showed  that 
their  knowledge,  so  far,  had  been  only  gained 
from  the  text-book. 

(2)  Teaching. — The  majority  showed  good 
methods  and  manner  of  approach.  In  some 
instances  more  enthusiasm  might  have  been 
shown,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  practical  work 
was  well  done. 

(3)  Written  Work.- — A  decided  improvement 
was  shown.  The  majority  of  candidates  ap- 
peared familiar  with  the  various  agencies  in 
their  respective  districts.  Many,  however, 
became  confused  with  the  clauses  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  pensions  and  other  financial 
questions. 

(4)  Manual  Alphabet. — The  alphabet  was  well 
known,  but  the  manipulation  often  clumsy  and 
laboured. 

It  was  quite  apparent  that  many  had  had  no 
dealing  with  blind-deaf  people. 

Home  Occupations. 

Chair  caning,  rush  seating,  pulp  cane  ivm\. — 
The  practical  work  is  improving  in  these 
subjects,  although  the  standard  is  not  high. 
The  candidates  showed  a  more  uniform 
method  of  chair-caning,  but  many  were  ex- 
ceedingly slow. 

The  pulp  cane  work  was  the  poorest  of  the 
three  subjects. 

A  better  knowledge  has  been  gained  in  the 
theory  of  the  work.  Some  excellent  papers 
were  written,  and  the  results  have  been  much 
better. 

Hand  Knitting,  Machine  Knitting,  Crochet. — 
The  hand  knitting  was  well  done  by  the 
majority.  Several  who  had  entered  for  the  sub- 
ject, however,  had  no  idea  of  the  elementary 
knitting  of  a  plain  stocking. 

Machine  knitting  was  not  well  done — the 
practical  work  was  very  poor.  The  written 
paper  was  better,  and  showed  a  working 
knowledge  of  the  machine. 

Rug  making. — The  result  was  not  very 
satisfactory.     Some  candidates  had  just  suffi- 


THE    BEACON 


11 


cient  knowledge  to  place  a  knot  in  the  canvas, 
though  several  pieces  of  work  were  most 
commendable  and  showed  skill  and  dexterity. 

Brail/e  Music. — An  excellent  set  of  candidates 
presented  themselves.  A  good  knowledge  of 
Braille  music  was  shown. 

Typewriting. — Good  work.  Three  excellent 
papers,  which  showed  the  work  of  experienced 
typists,  secured  honours. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  the  Arthur  Pearson  Prize  has  been 
awarded  to  Miss  M.  P.  Cooper  of  the  Fife  and 
Kinross  Society  for  the  Blind,  who  gained 
honours  in  seven  subjects. 

Miss  A.  C.  W.  Lloyd,  of  the  Gloucester- 
County  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  Mrs. 
Rhodes,  of  the  Leeds  Incorporated  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  were  bracketed  Proxime  Accessit, 
each  having  gained  honours  in  six  subjects. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  successful  can- 
didates ;  the  number  of  subjects  in  which 
honours  were  obtained  is  indicated  after  each 


name  : — 

Adams,  Miss  A.  L.  (3) 
Angold,  H.  V.  (2) 
Bain,  Miss  J.  G.  (3) 
Banks,  Miss  A.  (3) 
Bath,  T.  F.  (1) 
Boyce,  E.  H.  (2) 
Buckley,  Miss  A.  (3) 
Burrell',  Miss  D.  B.  (2) 
Cawkell,  Miss  H.  (2) 
Cooper,  Miss  M.  P.  (7) 
Cross,  W. 
Davies,  D.  (3) 


Palfrey,  Miss  E.  A. 

(4) 
Parry,  Miss  E.  (3) 
Peterkin,  }.  A.  (1) 
Poulton,  t.  M.  (2) 
Priestman,  Miss  E. 

I-  (3) 
Rees,  Miss  P.  M.  (3) 
Rhodes,  Mrs.  (6) 
Robb,  A.  (3) 
Roberts,  Miss  O. 

M.  (3) 


Denford,  Miss  A.  J.  (3)  Salmon,  C.  N. 


Edgar,  W.  (1) 
Ellis,  Mrs.  (6) 
Henson,  Mrs.  (1) 
Hooton,  Miss  E. 
Horton,  Miss  E.  A.  (1) 
Kirby,  Miss  M. 
Lee,  Miss  F.  (3) 
Lee,  Miss  M. 
Lloyd,  Miss 


Still,  Miss  C.  E.  A. 


(3) 
Simpson,  Miss  E.  Q. 

(0 
Taylor,  Miss  E.  (3) 
Thomson,  Miss  M. 

(*) 

Wager, Miss  F.M.  (3) 

Waterworth,  ].  (1) 
A.  C.  W.  (6)  Watson,  Miss   E.  (1) 
Mackenzie,  J.  H.  (1)  Watson,  W.  B.  (1) 

Makinson,  Miss  Watts,  Miss  E.  S.  (4) 

V.  M.  (1)  Westby,  Miss  E.  M. 


Martin,  J.  (5) 
Mayer  Miss  E.  E.  (4) 
Mckenzie,  T.  (1) 
Moir,  Miss  I.  K.  (2) 
Newlands,  A.  (1) 
O'Neill,  Miss  S.  (1) 
Newton,  F.  H.  (2) 
Osbaldeston,  Miss  J.  M. 


(4) 
Whetstone,  Miss  E. 

J- (1) 
White,  Miss  O.  M. 

(5) 
Wild,  Mrs. 
Williamson,  Miss 

D.  M. 


SCHOOL 
TEACHERS'  EXAMINATION,  1925 

THE  seventeenth  annual  examination  for 
the  certificate  for  school  teachers  was 
held  on  May  26th  and  27th,  1925,  at  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  London, 
N.W. 

Eleven  candidates  presented  themselves — 
six  women  and  five  men.  One  was  a  re- 
entrant from  last  year. 

The  observations  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
on  the  examination  are  as  follows  : — 
Practical  Braille. 
In  Braille  reading  and  dictation  the  candi- 
dates  showed  a  fairly  high  standard   of  effi- 
ciency— the  dictation  being  the  better  of  the  two. 
Theoretical  Braille. 
With  one  exception  the  papers  in  Theoretical 
Braille  were  exceedingly  good.    They  are  quite 
the  best  papers  we  have  had  for  several  years. 
The  rules  were  stated  clearly,  and  the  majority 
of  the  candidates  Brailled  the  examples  to  the 
rules — a  procedure  not  previously  adopted  to 
any  extent. 

Two  of  the  "  Pass  "  papers  were  only  two 
marks  off  "  Honours." 

Arithmetic. 
All  the  candidates   showed  a  good  know- 
ledge  of  the   Taylor  frame — the   compulsory 
question  being  particularly  well  answered. 

Two  candidates  failed  through  sheer  care- 
lessness. 

Theory  of  Education. 
Papers,  on  the  whole,  were  thoughtful,  and 
revealed  a  good  knowledge  of  the  psychology 
of  the  blind  child.     There  was  no  paper  of 
outstanding  merit,  however. 

Practice  of  Teaching. 
There  was   more  originality  shown  in  the 
choice  of  lessons  than  usual,  and  the  notes  were 
good.    The  actual  teaching,  however,  was  too 
formal  and  conventional.     In  some  cases  the 
lesson  was  superficial  in  the  extreme.     There 
was  a  lack  of  response  between  the  pupils  and 
the  teachers.    In  some  lessons  the  subject  was 
too  difficult  for  the  pupil  to  grasp. 
Physical  Exercises. 
As  in  previous  years,  the  subject  was  not  well 
taken.     The  lessons  were  too  mechanical  and 
uninteresting.     Some  candidates  showed  little 
grasp  of  the  subject  in  its   relation  to  blind 
children. 

Infant  Teaching. 
Not  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  recent  years. 
The  teachers  of  young  children  are  generally 
the  best  candidates. 
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Hand  Knitting  and  Hand  Sewing. 

Excellent  practical  work  was  done.  The 
teaching  of  the  subjects  was  effective.  The 
specimens  and  schemes  in  both  subjects  were 
well  graded  and  educative. 

Typewriting. 

Good  papers,  but  not  up  to  the  "  Honours  " 
standard. 

Chair  Caning. 

The  models  were  poorly  executed,  and  the 
standard  of  this  subject  was  the  lowest  we 
have  had  for  several  years. 

The  following  are  the  eight  successful 
candidates  ;  the  number  of  subjects  in  which 
honours  were  obtained  is  indicated  in  brackets  : 
Baker,  A.  E.  (3)  Peppitt,  R.  (2) 

Coward,  Miss  C.  C.  (4)      Prince,  S.  G.  (1) 
Humphries,  Miss  B.  (2)      Trussier,  Mrs. 
Norman,  Miss  F.  L.  (3)     Winpenny,  Miss  1.(4) 

The  Arthur  Pearson  Prize  has  not  been 
awarded  in  connection  with  this  examination 
as  the  Board  of  Examiners  do  not  consider  the 
work  of  any  of  the  candidates  of  sufficient 
merit. 

**- 

COLLEGE   AND    ASSOCIATION 
OF    TEACHERS    OF    THE    BLIND 

Short  Autumn  Course   for  Teachers 

IT  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  short  course 
for  class  teachers,  craft  instructors  and 
home  teachers  at  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
Swiss  Cottage,  London,  N.W.3,  from  the 
evening  of  Monday,  26th  October,  1925,  till 
the  afternoon  of  Friday,  30th  October.  Each 
morning  there  will  be  lectures  to  the  combined 
audience,  followed  at  11.30  a.m.  by  specialised 
lectures  and  discussions  for  each  of  the  three 
sections.  The  afternoons  will  be  devoted  to 
excursions  to  schools  and  institutions  of 
particular  interest  to  each  section. 

The  fee  for  the  course  will  be  one  guinea, 
and  there  will  be  the  additional  expense  of 
travel  and  accommodation  for  students  re- 
siding without  London.  A  detailed  programme 
will  be  printed  in  September  and  will  be  ob- 
tainable from  Mr.  A.  R.  Bannister,  Secretary, 
from  whom  forms  of  application  are  now 
obtainable. 

The  course  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
College  and  Association  at  the  very  special 
request  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the 
programme,  now  practically  completed,  has 
the  Board's  cordial  approval. 

It  is  asked  that  the  information  re- 
quested on  the  forms  should  be  supplied  not 
later  than  Saturday,   15  th  August. 


GREATER  LONDON  FUND  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

IN  addition  to  successful  concerts  at 
Peckham — arranged  by  the  H.O.B.  Circle, 
Camberwell — Tlford  and  Harlesden  prior  to 
"  Geranium  Day,"  the  blind  musicians  con- 
tributed to  the  programme  at  two  special 
performances  given  at  the  Dartford  Cinema 
on  June  8th.  They  were  also  warmly  wel- 
comed at  the  successful  meeting  to  form  a 
Circle  of  Helpers  of  the  Blind  in  Chelsea, 
which  was  held  at  the  Holy  Trinity  Parish 
Hall  on  May  20th,  and  on  "  Geranium  Day  " 
itself  gave  a  delightful  concert  in  the  Parish 
Hall,  Farnborough,  at  the  request  of  the  local 
organiser,  Miss  Dawson,  who,  together  with 
the  members  of  her  Girls'  Club,  had  organised 
a  sale  and  entertainment. 

Mr.  Wilden  Knight  and  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan 
also  appeared  at  the  "  Geranium  Day " 
concert  arranged  by  the  St.  Albans  Circle, 
held  on  May  25  th  in  the  County  Theatre.  Miss 
Carrie  Tubb  and  Mr.  Ben  Davies  were  both 
kind  enough  to  visit  St.  Albans  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Fund  ;  Miss  Margaret  Balfour  was 
billed  to  appear,  but  was  unable  to  come,  her 
place  being  capably  filled  by  Miss  Anne 
Liddell.  Mr.  Harold  Fairhurst,  with  Mr. 
Herbert  Dawson  as  pianist,  were  the  other 
artists.  The  Mayor  of  St.  Albans  (Miss  M. 
A.  Wix)  expressed  thanks  to  the  Hon.  Sec- 
retary, Miss  Olga  Dickson,  and  to  all  those 
who  had  helped  her.  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  was 
the  speaker  on  behalf  of  the  Fund. 

An  interesting  dance  was  that  organised  by 
the  47th  Divisional  R.A.M.C,  T.A.,  at  the 
Duke  of  York's  Headquarters,  Chelsea,  which 
took  place  on  May  30th,  and  resulted  in  a  sub- 
stantial present  for  the  Fund. 

Mr.  Preece  has  also  been  the  speaker — his 
subject  being  "  The  Modern  Spirit  in  the 
Blind  World  " — at  the  Chiswick,  Twicken- 
ham and  Watford  Rotary  Clubs. 

A  "  Geranium  Ball,"  an  additional  effort 
on  behalf  of  the  Kensington  H.O.B.,  and 
arranged  by  Mrs.  Henderson  Scott,  was  given 
by  the  Queensborough  Club  on  May  20th. 
There  were  various  prizes,  presented  to  their 
fortunate  winners  by  Madame  Alice  Delysia, 
who  also  drew  out  the  lucky  ticket  for  the 
beautiful  cloak  given  to  the  Fund  by  Mrs. 
Gordon  Taylor. 

On  June  9th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silley  gave  a 
garden  fete  in  the  garden  of  their  house, 
Theydon  Grove,  Epping.  Dame  Mav  Whitty 
Continued  on  page  15 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

THE    RE-STRINGING    OF    TENNIS    RACQUETS 


HO  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind  belongs  the  credit  of 
opening  up  a  new  occupation  for 
the  sightless  craftsman.  In  May  of 
last  year  a  Tennis  Racquet  Depart- 
ment was  established  by  this  In- 
stitution, and  their  experience  proves 
that,  with  sighted  supervision, 
blind  workers  can  successfully  do 
the  stringing  and  a  good  proportion 
of  the  making  of  the  frame  also. 
The  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Starling,  has 
kindly  offered  to  supply  information  to  any 
Institution  for  the  Blind  interested  in  the 
matter. 

The  next  step  towards  bringing  this  new 
occupation  within  the  reach  of  as  many 
workers  as  possible  was  taken  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  who  sent  a  represen- 
tative to  Birmingham  to  learn  the  stringing 


and  report  as  to  its  suitability  for  the  home- 
worker.  A  definite  statement  on  this  question 
can  be  given  only  after  practical  tests  have 
been  made,  but  in  the  meantime  the  writer 
gives  it  as  his  personal  opinion  that  the  work 
of  stringing  ready-prepared  frames,  re-stringing 
and  minor  repairs  is  capable  of  being  per- 
formed by  properly-trained  workers  in  their 
own  homes  with  slight  assistance  from  a 
sighted  member  of  the  family. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  short  article  to  deal 
fully  with  the  subject,  but  the  information 
regarding  equipment  and  materials  may  be 
found  useful,  and  the  directions  for  stringing 
may  enable  the  reader  to  make  a  beginning 
by  undertaking  the  re-stringing  of  the  cheaper 
class  of  racquet  where  high  tension  and  pre- 
cise workmanship  are  not  essential.  Queries 
from    readers    desiring    further    information 
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I'ic.  1  — Sloyd  Knife. 


Fig.  2 — Billiard.  Fig.  3 — Setting-off  Awl. 

Fig.  5. — Detail  of  Trebling. 


Fig.  4 — Stopping  Awl. 
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addressed  to  the  Editor,  will  be  answered 
by  the  writer. 

Equipment. — This  consists  of  (i)  An  en- 
gineer's vice  with  3  in.  jaws  (21/-)  mounted 
on  the  edge  of  a  bench  in  such  a  way  that  when 
handle  of  racquet  is  fixed  in  vice  its  head  will 
project  towards  worker,  the  racquet  being  in 
a  horizontal  position  at  about  the  level  of  the 
worker's  waist  ;  (2)  a  Billiard  (21/-)  which 
is  a  kind  of  cramp  inserted  lengthways  to 
counteract  the  pull  of  the  mains  ;  (3)  a  pair  of 
flat-nosed  pliers  (2/6)  used  for  removing  old 
gut  and  pulling  gut  tight  in  the  stringing  ; 

(4)  a  Setting-off  Awl  (1/3)  used  when 
racquet  is  fully  strung  for  adjusting  the 
distances    between    one   string   and   another  ; 

(5)  half-a-dozen  Stopping  and  Pricking  Awls 
(6d.  each)  used  for  inserting  in  holes  to 
hold  gut  tight  temporarily  and  for  clearing  a 
passage  through  holes  when  necessary  ;  (6) 
a  Sloyd  Knife'  /1/6)  ;  and  (7)  a  small  stout 
pair  of  scissors  (1/3).  All  these  tools  can  be 
obtained  from  L.  &  R.  Heymans,  Ltd.,  69 
St.  John's  Street,  London,  E.C.i.  Prices  are 
for  best  quality  tools. 

Materials. — Racquet  gut  is  supplied  in 
21  ft.  coils  for  the  mains,  18  ft.  coils  for  the 
crossings,  and  9  ft.  coils  for  trebling.  It  can 
be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Heymans,  from  the 
Midland  Cattle  Products,  Ltd.,  Bordesley 
Street,    Birmingham,    and    from    the    larger 


sports  goods  dealers,  in  several  colours  and 
in  a  wide  range  of  qualities  varying  in  price 
from  approximately  2/-  to  16/-  for  a  single 
racquet.  A  coat  of  white  hard  varnish  gives 
a  finish  to  the  new  stringing  after  it  has  been 
clipped  and  singed. 

The  Re-Stringing. — Before  cutting  out 
old  gut  make  a  gauge  from  an  odd  piece  of 
stick  equal  to  the  inside  measurement  across 
racquet,  and  examine  the  stringing  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  re-string  in  the  same  way.  We 
will  describe  here  the  process  of  plain  stringing, 
this  being  the  simplest  form  and  illustrating  in 
a  general  way  the  lines  on  which  all  racquets 
are  strung.  Having  cleared  all  the  holes,  pass 
the  ends  of  the  21  ft.  length  of  gut  through  the 
two  centre  holes  at  top,  carry  them  down  to 
throat  and  through  the  two  centre  holes  there. 
Leaving  one  end  for  the  time  being,  proceed 
to  lace  the  other  backward  and  forward  till 
one  half  of  frame  is  filled,  noting  that  a  hole  is 
missed  at  top  and  throat  between  the  last  two 
mains.  The  end  should  finish  at  throat,  and  is 
threaded  through  the  four  loops  there  in  the 
direction  of  handle.  Fill  in  the  other  half  of 
frame  in  the  same  way,  and  then  tighten  mains 
by  pulling  each  one  in  succession  by  its  middle, 
working  from  centre  of  frame  to  sides,  and 
drawing  end  tight  with  the  pliers.  Then 
insert  the  billiard,  screwing  it  up  until  it  is 
just  tight  enough  to  hold.     The  frame  should 
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Fig.  1— Manner  in  which  ends  of  Mains  are  secured.  Fig.  2— Beginning  a  plain  strung  Racquet. 

Fig.  3— Manner  in  which  ends  of  Crossings  are  secured.     Fig.  4— Detail  of  one  side  of  Racquet  near  Head. 
,4— Groove  between  last  two  Mains  where  Hole  is  missed.      B— Hole  used  in  beginning  Crossings. 
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now  be  about  |  in.  wider  than  before,  and  will 
be  pulled  back  to  normal  by  the  crossings. 
Repeat  the  process  of  tensioning  the  mains 
three  or  four  times,  taking  care  to  get  an  equal 
tension  on  both  sides.  This  can  be  accurately 
determined  by  twanging  the  strings  ;  if 
corresponding  strings  in  the  two  sides  give 
the  same  note  the  tension  is  equal. 

On  one  side  of  racquet  near  the  top  will  be 
found  a  V  formed  by  two  grooves  which  meet 
at  the  same  hole.  To  begin  the  crossings  pass 
the  gut  through  this  hole,  weave  it  over  and 
under  the  mains,  and  take  it  through  corres- 
ponding hole  on  opposite  side.  This  end  is 
now  fastened  by  taking  it  back  through  next 
hole  toward  top  and  tying  a  simple  knot 
round  the  main  there.  Go  back  to  other  side, 
and,  gripping  the  gut  with  the  pliers,  pull  it 
tight  and  insert  an  awl  in  the  hole  to  prevent 
it  slipping  back.  The  other  end  of  the  gut  is 
now  taken  through  the  next  hole,  woven 
across  the  mains,  through  opposite  hole, 
pulled  tight,  and  another  awl  inserted.  Con- 
tinue in  this  way  till  all  the  crossings  have 
been  put  in,  pulling  each  one  tight  and  stop- 
ping it  with  the  awl  taken  from  the  next  hole 
but  one  on  the  same  side.  The  last  crossing 
will  be  about  i^  ins.  from  throat,  and  the  end 
of  gut  is  fastened  in  the  same  way  as  at  the 
beginning. 

That  part  of  the  mains  left  bare  at  head  and 
throat  is  now  filled  in  with  trebling.  The  gut 
used  for  this  is  much  finer  than  the  other,  and 
as  the  trebling  is  purely  ornamental  no  tension 
is  required.  It  is  suggested  that  the  beginner 
puts  in  three  rows  at  head  and  three  at  throat, 
fastening  the  end  of  trebling  gut  to  knot 
formed  by  end  of  crossings,  and  on  completing 
the  third  row  tying  the  finishing  end  neatly 
to  one  of  the  mains.  The  trebling  is  worked 
by  taking  the  gut  completely  round  each  main 
in  succession. 

The  great  thing  in  stringing  is  to  get  an 
equal  tension  in  every  part,  otherwise  the 
racquet  will  be  pulled  out  of  shape. 

A.  G.  K. 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  June  46  new  cases  came  under 
their  care  (31  men  and  15  women).  Gifts  to 
the  number  of  23  were  provided  at  a  cost  of 
£65  is.  6d.  The  amount  expended  in  relief 
was  £411  17s.  6d.,  and  in  relief  administered 
by  branches  £6. 


BLIND    CORRESPONDENCE 
CLERKS 

COMMENTING  on  the  recent  appoint- 
ment of  two  blind  correspondence 
clerks  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Dundee 
Advertiser  recently  called  attention  to  the  able 
work  of  a  blind  girl  who  acts  as  shorthand- 
typist  to  Mr.  Colin  Macdonald,  Manager  of 
the  Dundee  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The 
ease  with  which  this  girl  has  mastered  her 
subject  and  the  proficiency  which  she  has 
attained  has  led  to  the  formation  of  a  type- 
writing class  in  the  Institution,  at  which  ten 
pupils,  boys  and  girls,  are  being  taught  with 
great  success. 

It  is,  of  course,  a  well-known  fact  that  a 
number  of  blind  shorthand-typists  are  now 
being  employed  throughout  the  country,  and 
it  would  be  of  very  great  interest  to  ascertain 
the  number  thus  employed.  We  invite  blind 
clerks  to  communicate  with  us  on  this  subject, 
and  heads  of  institutions,  societies  and  agencies 
for  the  blind  to  give  us  information  as  to  the 
number  of  blind  shorthand-typists  either  em- 
ployed by  them  or  by  others.  The  latest 
figure  available  from  the  report  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  as  to 
the  number  of  blind  clerks  and  typists  em- 
ployed in  England  and  Wales  is  103,  but  to 
this  must  be  added  the  number  employed  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland. 

The  number  of  blind  shorthand-typists 
employed  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  is  thirteen. 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  one  of  the 
blind  girls  now  employed  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health  passed  a  shorthand  test  of  200  words 
per  minute. 

Continued  from  page   1 2 

made  a  splendid  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Fund 
during  the  afternoon  performance,  which  was 
provided  by  her  pupils  and  those  of  Miss  Janet 
Duff  from  the  Florence  Etlinger  Theatre 
School.  They  performed  a  "  Marie  Antoi- 
nette "  play,  entitled  "  The  Caged  Bird,"  and 
some  charming  Greek  dances,  for  which  the 
garden  made  a  particularly  appropriate  setting. 
Among  those  taking  part  were  Dame  May's 
daughter,  Miss  Peggy  Webster,  and  the 
daughter  of  Dame  Clara  Butt,  Miss  Joy 
Kennerley  Rumford.  An  informal  meeting 
was  held  over  the  tea-cups,  Sir  Leonard  Lyle 
presiding.  The  performance  was  repeated  in 
the  evening.  A  most  pleasant  event  with  a 
satisfactory  cheque  as  result. 
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THE 
GUILD    OF    BLIND    GARDENERS 

THE  Guild  of  Blind  Gardeners,  which  is 
affiliated  to   the  National   Institute  for 
the  Blind,  have  issued  the  following  list  of 
their    prize-winners    at     the    National    Rose 
Society's  Show,   1925  : — 
Miss    M.    Walker,    Woodberry,    Sydenham 

Hill,  S.E. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Minchin,  Sandfield  Cottage,  Pitch 

Place,  Worplesdon,  Surrey. 
Mr.    R.    F.    Goodley,    Pulham    St.    Marys, 

Harleston,  Norfolk. 
Mr.  A.  Hazel,  25   Headington   Road,   Earls- 
field,  S.W. 
Mr.     C.     Duncombe,     13     Ethelbert    Road, 
Folkestone. 
*Mr.  E.    Carpenter,    Bellairs    Poultry    Farm, 

Kings  Langley,  Herts. 
Schools  awarded  Certificates  of  Merit : — 

Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  Leatherhead. 
Linden    Lodge    School    for    the    Blind, 

Wandsworth  Common. 
Wickersley  Rd.  Myopic  School,  Battersea. 
East  London  Home  afid  School  for  Blind 

Children,  Upper  Clapton. 
Royal    Normal    College    for    the    Blind, 
Upper  Norwood. 

*Winner  of  St.  Dunstan's  Silver  Cup  and  Medal. 

THE  N.I.B.  BRAILLE  MUSIC 
CATALOGUE 

THIS  important  new  publication  (in 
Braille),  commencing  with  the  piano- 
forte section  (now  ready,  price  6d.),  will  be 
welcomed  by  all  blind  musicians  ;  for,  with 
a  list  of  some  3,000  works  (representing  a  much 
larger  number  of  actual  pieces)  it  has  been 
impossible  by  means  of  the  present  letterpress 
catalogue  alone  to  present  to  them  any  service- 
able idea  of  the  great  quantity  and  variety  of 
music  now  available  in  Braille,  type  at  the 
National  Institute.  The  range  is  very  exten- 
sive, including  as  it  does  pianoforte,  organ, 
violin  and  dance  music,  as  well  as  church  and 
vocal  music  of  all  kinds  ;  while  the  theoretical 
side  includes  tutors,  text  books,  scientific 
treatises,  biography,  etc. 

The  pianoforte  section  is  illustrative  of 
each  succeeding  section.  That  devoted  to 
organ  music  is  also  ready  this  month,  and  each 
separate  list  will  be  complete  in  itself,  with  the 
price  6d.  in  every  instance.  Each  section 
consists  of  loose  sheets  perforated  by  three 
eyelet  holes,  and  lightly  bound  by  means  of  a 
cord  with  tags,   so   as  to  be  convenient  for 


threading.  The  untying  and  threading  is  a 
very  simple  matter,  as  there  is  a  stiff  cover 
provided  with  three  large  brass  eyelet  holes 
to  correspond  with  those  of  the  loose  sheets. 
Extra  sheets  (also  perforated)  for  keeping  the 
list  up  to  date  can  be  purchased  from  the 
National  Institute  at  4d.  per  lb.  All  orders 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Sales  Department. 
All  who  have  examined  the  pianoforte 
section  are  agreed  as  to  its  effectiveness  as  a 
means  not  only  of  providing  blind  musicians 
with  a  complete  list  they  can  peruse  for  them- 
selves, but  also  of  keeping  their  own  special 
sections  continually  up  to  date  by  registering 
the  pieces  which  appear  each  month  in  the 
Supplementary  Catalogues.  E.  W. 

*%> 

RECENT    ADDITIONS    TO    THE 
NATIONAL    LIBRARY     FOR    THE    BLIND 

FICTION. 

Adair,  C.     Cantacute  Towers         .  .  . .  .  .  4  vols, 

Buckrose,  J.  E.     Young  Hearts    .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Croker,  B.  M.     Terence      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Fletcher,  J.  S.     Middle  of  Things  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Gaskell,  Mrs.  Ruth  8  vols. 

Gibbs,  Sir  P,   Venetian  Lovers  and  other  Stories  4  vols. 

Haggard,  Sir  H.  Rider.     Beatrice  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

Macdonald,  R.  M.     Opal  Hunters  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Mackenzie,  Compton.     Old  Men  of  the  Sea        .  .  5  vols. 

Mitford,  M.  R.     Our  Village  5  vols. 

Mottram,  R.  H.     Sixty-four  Ninety-four  . .  4  vols. 

Mottram,  R.  H.     Spanish  Farm  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Ollivant,  A.     Old  For-Ever  3  vols. 

Oxenham,  John.     Rising  Fortunes  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Thurston,  E.  Temple.     May  Eve  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Vachell,  H.  A.     The  Yard.' 4  vols. 

Wallace,  Edgar.     Crimson  Circle  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Coate,  Mary.    Social  Life  in  Stuart  England        .  .  3  vols. 

CE.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 

Considine,  D.     Delight  in  the  Lord  .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Frings,  J.  W.    Life  Everlasting  and  Psychic  Evo- 
lution        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Hart,  C.     Student's  Catholic  Doctrine     .  .  . .  6  vols. 

Herford,  C.  H.     Robert  Browning  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

(E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 

"Jefferies,  Richard.     Wood  Magic  :  a  fable  .  .  3  vols. 

Lees,  B.  A.     Central  Period  of  the  Middle  Ages  : 

918-1273 4  vols. 

(E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund) 
Lodge,  Sir  O.     Making  of  Man  :   a  study  in  Evo- 
lution        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Lynch,  Bohun  (Editor).    Isles  of  Illusion :  Letters 

from  the  South  Seas.     1912-16  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Masson,  D.     De  Quincey   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Moore,    B.      Cornish    Haul  :     Cornish    Catches  : 

Cornish  Chorus     .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  1  vol. 

Potter,  B.     Tale  of  Two  Bad  Mice,  etc 1  vol. 

Williams,  Roth.     League  of  Nations  to-day       .  .  3  vols. 

Ward,  J.  E.     Commonwealth  of  the  Soul  .  .  1  vol. 

GRADE   I. 

Sutherland,  J.     Enchanted  Country        .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

MOON. 

Scott,    Sir    Walter.      Wandering    Willie's    Tale 

(from  "  Redgauntlet ")  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

*  Presented  by  the  National  Institute  to  the  Blind. 
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BRAILLE     MAGAZINES 

Contents  of  the  July  Numbers 
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Progress. — A  Hundred  Years  of  Railways — Sugar — "  Gali- 
lee " — The  Climbing  Boy — An  Empire  Menu — National 
Library  for  the  Blind — Correspondence  Column — Matters 
of  the  Moment — Advertisements — Our  Prize  Competitions 
— Puzzles — Mars — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question 
Box — French  Page — The  Lost  Hotel  (Fiction).  Insets  : 
Chess  Supplement  ;  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  ; 
Lady's  Polo  Sweater.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — "  Lorna  Doone  " — Dominus  II- 
luminatio  Mea  (Poem) — A  Visit  to  the  Oil  Fields  in  South 
Persia — The  Return  to  Gold — Independence  Day  :  A 
Sketch  Book,  Part  II  (continued) — The  Divining  Rod — 
National  Library  for  the  Blind — Result  of  Cross-Word 
Puzzle.  No.  5 — Shakespeare  in  India — England  through 
Horn  Spectacles — A  Critic  of  Advertising.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Carrying  a  Railway 
up  the  Alps — Little  Friendly  Isles — Little  Stories  of  the 
Empire — Some  Talks  on  Music — Told  in  Playtime — Do 
you  know  ? — Prize  Competition — A  Mathematical  Crypto- 
gram— Result  of  Cross-Word  Puzzle,  No.  4 — The  Secrets 
of  a  War  Memorial.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Percy  Aldridge  Grainger  (con- 
cluded)— The  L.R.A.M.  in  Pianoforte  Accompaniment — 
Notes  and  News  concerning  the  Blind — Moths  in  the 
Pianoforte — The  late  Sir  Frederick  Bridge — The  New 
Braille  Music  Catalogue — A  Remarkable  Recital.  Supple- 
ment :  Braille  Music  Reviews  ;  Associated  Board  Music. 
Inset:  Piano:  "  Shulbrede  Tunes,"  Nos.  4  and  5,  by 
Parry.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — A  Parcel  Wrapped  up  Centuries  ago — The 
Alligator  of  Katherine  River — A  Giant  of  Industry — The 
King  behind  the  King  (Chapters  xxviii-xxxi),  by  Warwick 
Deeping — Burmese  Child — Marvel — Noah's  Ark  Nest — St. 
John's  Guild  for  the  Blind — Thought  for  the  Month — 
Beauty  amid  the  Snows — The  Mind  of  the  Ape — The 
Beauty  of  Little  Things — The  Bomb — Why  Mohammed 
Waited — Lizard  Milks  a  Cow.    ((Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 


The  Seeker. — Editorial — The  Seven  Words  from  the 
Cross,  by  the  Editor — Hindoo  Religion  :  II.  Fundamental 
Doctrine,  by  W.  Loftus  Hare — Tutankhamen  and  his 
Father-in-Law,  by  Walter  Owen — Mystic  Immanence  : 
Spirit,  Soul,  Body,  by  the  Ven.  Basil  Wilberforce,  D.D. — 
The  Mystery-Teaching  of  the  Bible,  by  Daisy  E.  Grove — 
The  Torch  of  Truth,  by  M.W.B.— An  Allegory,  by  Olivia 
C.  Martin — The  King's  Highway  (Poem) — Grains  of  Wheat 
with  a  Story — Extract. 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Hieroglyphics — Mathematical  Cryptogram — The  Right  to 
Live — Stageland — International  Notes — The  Poet's  Corner 
— Favourite  Quotations  —  Correspondence — Advertise- 
ments and  General  Notices — A  Holiday  Sketch — North 
Wales  :  The  People  and  their  Language.  Literary  Sup- 
plement :  The  Riverside  in  Drought — Tongue  Tiredness — 
Epithalamium — Biographical  Notes.  Music  Supplement  : 
"  The  Red  Flag  "  and  its  Critics — Grand  March,  by  Blake. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon  Magazine. — The  Kiss  of  Peace — The  Making 
of  Johnson — Measuring  Times — The  Influence  of  Broad- 
casting— Spitsbergen's  New  Name — The  Earthworm — ■ 
Butterfly  Emigrants — Children's  Funny  Sayings.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


WANTED  a  capable  sighted  person  (female)  to  undertake 
the   duties  of   Home   Teacher    and   Visitor  to  the 

blind  in  Luton  and  District.  Age  from  25  to  35  years. 
Experience  in  Welfare  Work  will  be  helpful.  Applications 
to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  27  Wellington  Street, 
Luton,  Beds. 

Supervisor  (sighted  woman)  well  educated,  with  manage- 
ment experience,  wanted  for  Braille  department.  Must 
have,  or  be  willing  to  acquire,  full  knowledge  of  Braille 
system.  Apply  Secretary-General,  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l. 


WANTED  by  the  Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind,  Two 
Sighted  Home  Teachers,  one  for  rural  area  between 
York  and  Northallerton,  and  one  for  partly  urban  and 
partly  rural  area  between  Scarborough  and  Whitby. 
Must  have  good  health  and  possess  some  knowledge  of 
handicrafts  suitable  for  the  blind.  Commencing  salary 
from  £'2  10s.  Od.  to  £3  per  week  and  travelling  expenses. 
Apply  by  letter  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  3  Blake  Street, 
York. 
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EMBOSSED 

Physical  Map  of  England  and  Wales 


Size  :  22  ins.  by  18  ins.  ■ 
Weight  of  Map  :  About  2  lbs. 
Weight  of  Map  in  case :  about  5  lbs. 

THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  has  a  stock  of  these  new  and 
improved  maps  of  England  and  Wales  only.  The  cost  of  producing  these  maps  is 
us.  6d.  each,  but  in  view  of  their  great  value  to  all  educational  establishments  for  the  blind 
it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  very  generous  discount  to  purchasers.  A  limited  number  of 
maps  are  now  ready  for  sale  at 

3/-  NETT.     Postage  or  Carriage  extra. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  map  is  in  very  bold  relief,  and  shows  the  principal 
towns,  rivers,  mountain    ranges,    etc.,    together    with    latitude    and    longitude    measurements. 

Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

for  the  Blind.  224-6-8  Gt.  Portland  Street.  London,  W.l 
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MUSIC 

The    prices   of   the    following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of 
for   the   blind    resident   in    the  British   Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — 

6647  N.I.B.  Carol  Booldet,  No.  3.  Six  Carols  by  Various  Poets  (vertical  score),  by  Distinguished  Musicians,  pock 

6648  "  I  sing  the  birth  was  born  to-night  "  (Carol)  (vertical  score)  by  Sullivan 

6649  Evening  Service  in  G,  by  Charles  Macpherson  (vertical  score) 
Organ — 

6650  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  E  minor,  by  Bach,  Vol,  3,  No.  10  (Bar  by  bar) 

6651  Aria  in  F,  by  Bach,  Vol.  9,  No.  11  (Bar  by  bar)  

6652  An  Irish  Fantasy,  by  Wolstenholme  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

6653  Six  Sketches  from  "  Hans  Andersen's  Fairy  Tales,"  by  Edith  Alford  (Bar  by  bar)  pocket  size 

6654  32  Variations  in  C  minor,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 

6655  AHemande,  Gavotte  and  Musette,  by  Eugen  D'Albert,  Op.  1  (Bar  by  bar)  .  . 

6656  Etude  in  C,  by  Alexandre  Glazounow,  Op.  31,  No.  1  (Bar  by  bar)    .. 

6657  From  Ruthenian  Heights,  by  Godowsky  (Russian  Suite),  Op.  24,  (Bar  by  bar) 

6658  Romanesque,  by  Tobias  Matthay  (Bar  by  bar) 

6659  Rondo  in  A  Minor,  by  Mozart  (Bar  by  bar) 

6660  Staccato  Study  in  C,  by  Rubinstein,  Op.  23,  No.  2  (Bar  by  bar) 
Duets — 

6661  The  Child  Heart,  by  Alec  Rowley,  Book  1  (founded  on  British  Nursery  Tunes)  (Bar  by  bar)  Primo  Parts 

6662  Ditto,  Secondo  Parts 
Violin    and    Piano — 

6663  Nightfall,  by  Theodore  Holland  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6664  "  When  Myra  Sings,"  by  A.  L.,  E  flat,  Compass  E  to  A',  pocket  size 

6665  "  The  Birds'  Noel,"  by  Chaminade,  E,  Compass  B  to  F' 

6666  "  My  Arabian  Maiden,"  by  H.  East  (arr.  by  Gourlcy),  C,  Compass  C  to  F',  pocket  size 

6667  "  The  Moors  of  Derrynanc,"  by  F.  Nicholls,  D,  Compass  A  to  E',  pocket  size 

6668  "  You'll  get  there,"  by  Parry  (Unison  Song),  pocket  size 

6669  "  O  No,  John  !  "  arr.  by  Cecil  J.  Sharp,  G,  Compass  D  to  D',  pocket  size 

6670  "  The  Knight  of  Bethlehem."  by  D.  C.  Thomson,  E  flat.  Compass  E  to  G',  pocket  s 

6671  "  A  Thrush's  Love  Song,"  by  A.  Travers,  F,  Compass  C  to  F',  pocket  size  .  . 
Duet — 

6672  "  It  was  a  Lover  and  his  Lass,"  by  Roger  Quilter  (Bass  and  Contralto) 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Fiction— 
6461-6472     Penflennis.     William  Makepeace  Thackeray,  per  vol.  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ■  •  •  •  ..87 


MOON   BOOKS 

Subject   to    a   reduction    of   three-quarters  for  the  blind  resident   in  the  British  Isles,  and 

one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

2295-6     The  Apple  Tree,  by  John  Galsworthy,  2  vols.,  per  vol.   ..          ..          ..  ..          ..  ..  ..  ■■  ..9     8 

2297        The  Juryman,  by  John  Galsworthy,  1  vol.            .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  .  .          . .  . .  .  •  •  •  ..77 

2298-9     Indian  Summer  of  a  Forsyte,  by  John  Galsworthy,  2  vols.,  per  vol.     . .  . .          .  .  . .  .  .  . .  ..91 

2303        England's  Forgotten  Worthies,  by  J.  A.  Froude,  vol.  1  .  .          ..          ..  ..          ..  ..  ••  ■•  ..86 

2308         Strange  Stories,  by  Washington  Irving,  1  vol.      .  .           .  .           .  .           . .  .  .           . .  . .  . .  •  •  ..86 
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ASSOCIATED  BOARD  OF  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY 
OF   MUSIC  &   THE    ROYAL   COLLEGE   OF   MUSIC 

TESTS   FOR    BLIND    CANDIDATES 


r— r — xijE  are  happy  to  note  the  increasing 
\  f.  w J  desire  on  the  part  of  examining 
AAA  bodies  to  understand  the  point  of 
HLAJi  \  iew  of  the  blind  student,  and 
there  is  an  obvious  anxiety  to 
enable  him  to  compete  on  equal 
terms  with  sighted  examination 
candidates.  The  musical  education 
now  available  in  schools  for  the 
fi  iM  blind  is  so  excellent,  and  the 
National  Institute  has  done  so 
much  in  recent  years  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  musical  examinees  by  publishing 
a  large  quantity  of  examination  music  and 
a  variety  of  useful  textbooks,  that  the  blind 
candidate  has  nothing  to  fear  in  competing 
with  the  sighted  student  in  standard  musical 
examinations.  Indeed,     there     is     ample 

evidence  that  the  percentage  of  successful 
candidates  is  exceptionally  high  among  the 
blind.  There  is  no  need,  therefore,  to  ask 
for  "  concessions,"  as  such,  for  the  blind 
candidate  is  most  anxious  to  be  judged  solely 
upon  his  musical  attainments ;  but  allowances, 
in  the  form  of  differences,  have  to  be  made  in 
certain  directions  and  here,  examining  bodies 
achieve  their  object  best  by  consulting  expert 
blind  musicians  and  those  responsible  for  the 
musical  education  of  the  blind. 

The  desire  to  obtain  this  kind  of  advice  has 
just  been  manifested  by  the  Associated  Board 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music  and  the  Royal 
College  of  Music  in  its  application  to  the 
National  Institute  for  suggestions  in  connection 


with  the  revision  of  its  "  Sight  Reading  Tests 
for  Blind  Candidates."  In  response  to  this 
request  the  National  Institute  called  together 
a  number  of  representative  blind  music 
teachers,  and  practically  all  their  recommen- 
dations have  been  accepted  by  the  Associated 
Board.  Two  cases  may  be  instanced  to 
show  the  difference  of  the  blind  and 
sighted  point  of  view.  In  the  past,  the 
sight-reading  tests  for  blind  candidates  for  the 
piano  consisted  of  a  passage  to  be  read  by  one 
hand  and  played  by  the  other,  but  the  above- 
mentioned  experts  pointed  out  that  such  a 
test  was  of  no  practical  value,  for  only  a  melody, 
or  a  melody  interspersed  with  occasional 
chords,  could  be  sight-read  in  this  way ;  and, 
with  the  blind,  music  is  read  not  to  be  played 
from  at  sight  but  to  be  memorised.  Moreover, 
with  the  new  method  of  writing  Braille 
music  bar  by  bar — one  bar  of  left  hand 
followed  by  the  corresponding  bar  of  right — 
instead  of  in  sections  for  each  hand,  the  old 
way  of  learning,  by  playing  with  one  hand  and 
reading  with  the  other,  is  rapidly  falling  out  of 
use. 

The  obvious  substitute,  therefore,  for  the 
sight-reading  test  is  some  form  of  memory  test. 
Again  in  the  previous  sight-singing  tests  for 
blind  candidates,  words  and  music  were 
written  together  (on  alternate  lines),  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  music  and  words  cannot 
be  read  simultaneously  by  the  blind  candidate, 
the  music-teachers  suggested  the  omission  of 
the  words  from  the  sight-singing  tests,  and  the 
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suggestion  is  to  be  followed  in  the  tests  now- 
being  put  into  Braille.  As  a  final  illustration 
of  the  value  of  the  co-operative  action  of  the 
Associated  Board,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
sight-singing  tests  for  blind  candidates  should 
be  backed  by  a  stiff  cardboard — an  advantage 
which  is  obvious  to  those  who  know  how  the 
blind  must  hold  their  copies,  but  which,  quite 
naturally,  would  not  spontaneously  occur  to 
the  sighted  examiners  responsible  for  the 
drawing  up  of  a  syllabus. 

We  heartily  welcome  the  action  taken  by  the 
Associated  Board  in  this  important  matter, 
and  also  the  measures  adopted  by  other 
examining  bodies  to  be  of  practical  service  to 
the  blind  candidate.  H.  C.  W. 

OBITUARY    NOTICES 

Mr.    BERTRAM    MATZ 

IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  Bertram  Matz,  founder  of  the 
Dickens  Fellowship  and  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  National  Institute's  Home  for  the  Blind 
at  St.  Leonards-on  Sea. 

*«§  Mr.  Matz's  name  will  ever  be  associated  with 
that  of  one  of  our  greatest  novelists,  for  his 
researches  in  connection  with  the  life  and  works 
of  Charles  Dickens  resulted  in  an  accumu- 
lation of  knowledge  on  this  subject  which  was 
unsurpassable.  He  wrote  and  lectured  about 
Dickens,  he  brought  out  editions  of  his  works, 
he  founded  societies  for  the  study  of  the 
novelist,  and  he  edited  the  journal  known  as 
;'  The  Dickensian."  He  answered  many 
thousands  of  letters  from  Dickens  lovers  all 
over  the  world.  The  purchase  of  Dickens' 
house  in  Doughty  Street  and  its  opening  to  the 
public  this  year  fulfilled  a  hope  which  he  had 
long  cherished,  and  he  presented  his  own 
unique  collection  of  books  by  and  about 
Dickens  as  the  nucleus  of  a  library  there. 
For  some  thirty  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Matz  thus 
promoted  the  love  and  knowledge  of  the 
great  novelist. 

Not  the  least  result  of  his  devoted  research 
was  the  fact  that  he  brought  the  immeasurable 
joy  of  reading  Charles  Dickens'  books  to 
thousands  of  blind  men  and  women,  for  it  was 
through  the  agency  of  "  The  Dickensian  " 
that  he  raised  the  money  which  enabled 
the  Council  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  to  prepare  plates  for  the  publication  of  a 
complete  edition  of  Dickens'  books  in  Braille 
type. 

The  blind  community  in  the  whole  of  the 
British  Empire  will  cherish  the  memory  of  the 


man  who  enabled  them  to  enjoy  hours  of  inter- 
course with  one  of  the  greatest  novelists  the 
world  has  ever  known. 


Sir    FREDERICK    FRASER 

THE  death  is  announced  from  Halifax. 
Nova  Scotia,  of  Sir  Frederick  Fraser, 
formerly  Superintendent  of  the  Halifax  School 
for  the  Blind. 

Sir  Charles  Frederick  Fraser,  who  was  born 
at  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  in  1850,  lost  his 
sight  as  the  result  of  an  accident  when  he  was 
six  years  of  age.  In  1873  he  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Halifax,  one  of  the  foremost  institutions  of  its 
kind  in  the  world,  and  in  19 13  was  publicly 
thanked  by  the  House  of  Assembly  in  Nova 
Scotia  for  his  forty  years'  service.  He  was 
formerly  president  of  the  North  British  Society 
and  was  created  a  Knight  Bachelor  by  the  King 
in  191 5.  He  held  the  honorary  degrees  of 
LL.D.  of  Dalhousie  College,  Halifax,  and 
D.C.L.  of  King's  College,  Windsor. 


Mr.    JOSEPH    HALL,     j.P. 

AS  we  go  to  Press  the  news  comes  of  the 
A  death  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hall,  J. P.,  of 
Swansea,  at  the  age  of  91  years.  For  over 
half  a  century  Mr.  Hall  devoted  himself  to 
humanitarian  work,  including  work  for  the 
blind,  the  deaf  and  the  dumb,  and  his '  loss 
will  be  deeply  felt.  We  hope  to  give  an 
account  of  his  life's  work  in  the  next  issue  of 
The  Beacon. 


MASSAGE    SUCCESSES 

STUDENTS  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  Massage  School  have  once  again 
been  successful  in  the  examinations  of  the 
Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics  held  during  June. 

Miss  C.  Duguid  (Glasgow),  Miss  E. 
Haughton  (Bromley),  Mr.  A.  Butterworth 
(Blackpool),  and  Mr.  S.  G.  Hewett  (Hastings) 
successfully  qualified  in  Massage,  whilst  Miss 
Haughton,  Mr.  Butterworth,  Mr.  Hewett,  and 
Mr.  H.  S.  Palmer  (Kidlington,  Oxon.) 
qualified  in  Remedial  Exercises.  Miss  Duguid, 
Mr.  Hewett  and  Mr.  Palmer  also  passed  the 
Medical  Electricity  Test. 

During  training,  the  two  last-mentioned 
students  held  a  scholarship  from  Gardner's 
Trust  for  the  Blind. 
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BRAILLE     MUSIC     AND     ITS     PROBLEMS 

WHAT    THE    NATIONAL    INSTITUTE    FOR    THE    BLIND 
HAS    ACCOMPLISHED 

A      RECORD      OF      FIFTY-SEVEN      YEARS      OF      ENGLISH      EFFORT 


By    EDWARD     WATSON 

Secretary,  Music  Department,  Nat  otial  Institute  for  the  Blind,  London. 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Blind. 


Formerly  Music  Master, 


' '  The  loss  of  one  sense  does  not  change  the  sentiment  of  the  beautiful,  and  it  does  not  exercise  a 

fatal  influence  over  the  aesthetic  enjoyment  of  other  senses.     It  can  only  make  the  remaining  senses 

still  more  precious  to  us,  and  require  us  to   cultivate  them  with  special  fervour." — Pierre  Villey 

{Professor  of  Literature  in  the  University  of  Caen)  in  "The  World  of  the  Blind." 


HOSE  who  have  read  the  wonderful 
psychological  study  of  the  blind 
from  which  the  above  excerpt  is 
taken,  will  doubtless  recollect  that 
M.  Villey — himself  blind  from 
earliest  childhood — is  speaking  for 
the  moment  of  the  blind  in  their 
relation  to  art  in  general  and  to 
music  in  particular. 

In  quoting  these  words  as  a  kind 
of  "  text,"  one  recalls  the  peculiar 
thrill  of  pleasure  thev  excited  on  a  first  reading, 
for  they  instinctively  brought  to  mind  the 
noble  part  played  in  this  country  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  (known 
since  19 14  as  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind)  which  for  over  half  a  century  has 
provided  the  very  means  whereby  the  blind 
have  been  enabled  to  cultivate  their  musical 
sense  with  the  utmost  "  fervour." 

To  use  the  language  of  metaphor,  the 
musical  feast  has  been  prepared,  and  the  guests 
duly   bidden   thereto. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  writer  to  show  how 
this  happy  state  of  things  came  to  be.  The 
reader  is  therefore  invited  to  trace  with  him 
the  development  of  the  art  of  translating  music 
into  the  idiom  of  Braille,  more  especially 
during  the  57  years  of  its  adoption  in  this 
country,  during  which  the  National  Institute 
has  contributed  so  much  in  the  way  of  con- 
structive effort. 

The  Braille  Musical  code  was  comparatively 
in  its  infancy  when,  in  1868,  the  British  and 
Foreign  Blind  Association  was  founded  in 
London,  at  the  instance,  principally,  of  the 
late  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage.  Its  inventor — 
Louis  Braille — had  died  16  years  previously, 
and  had  not  compiled  a  text-book  in  explana- 
tion of  his  system.  Indeed,  it  was  only  in 
1852,  the  year  of  his  death,  that  LTnstitution 


Nationale  des  ]eunes  Aveugles,  Paris, 
officially  adopted  the  "  method  "  of  its  distin- 
guished Professor  and  former  student.  Very 
few  people  either  in  France  or  England  knew 
much  about  its  principles  as  applied  to  music, 
and  such  information  as  Dr.  Armitage — pioneer 
of  the  English  effort — could  obtain  from  Paris 
was  necessarily  somewhat  meagre.  Still,  a 
start  was  made,  and  it  was  the  proud  claim  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association 
that  by  1871  they  had  prepared  and  published 
the  first  explanatory  pamphlet,  in  anv  language, 
on  Braille  Music  Notation  as  then  practised. 
From  that  day  onward  the  same  Association 
(now  the  National  Institute)  has  taken  a 
leading  part  in  (1)  providing  such  text-book 
literature,  (2)  assisting  the  scientific  develop- 
ment of  the  method  of  translation  into  Braille 
musical  idiom  and,  (3)  actually  embossing  and 
publishing  the  finished  product,  the  music 
itself,  for  the  use  of  the  blind. 

For  many  years  subsequent  to  the  appearance 
of  the  1 871  "Key,"  Braille  Music  was  prepared 
and  embossed  mainly  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  of  the  Paris  Institution.  Perhaps  it  was 
well  that  this  should  have  been  the  case,  since 
by  this  means  the  system  had  time  to  establish 
itself  thoroughly.  It  was,  however,  inevitable 
that  in  the  course  of  years,  improvements 
should  suggest  themselves,  not  only  to  English 
practitioners,  but  to  those  of  other  countries, 
and,  eventually,  in  1888,  an  international 
Congress  was  held  at  Cologne  to  review  the 
position,  and  the  first  general  attempt  at 
European  standardization  was  made.  As  a 
result,  the  Braille  musical  practice  of  England, 
France,  Denmark  and  Germany  was  agreed 
upon  ;  whereupon  the  alert  authorities  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  lost  no 
time;  for,  in  1889,  they  issued  a  new  "  Key," 
embodying  the  Cologne  decisions.     In  1896  an 
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improved  edition  of  this  "  Key  "  appeared, 
followed,  in  1900,  by  one  still  further  revised, 
in  which  the  subject  was  more  clearly 
explained.  In  this  connection  the  devoted 
labours  of  Miss  Isabel  C.  Western  (now  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Gray)  should  be  acknowledged.  This 
accomplished  lady  was  indefatigable  in  her 
efforts — through  a  difficult  period  in  the 
history  of  Braille  music — to  ascertain  and 
record  the  usage  of  the  best  Braille  writers, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  value 
of  her  research  work. 

But,  useful  as  these  "  Keys  "  undoubtedly 
were,  as  books  of  reference  for  students  in 
Schools  for  the  Blind  (who  already,  presum- 
ably, knew  something  from  oral  instruction  of 
the  Braille  Musical  System),  yet  it  was  well- 
nigh  impossible  for  the  entirely  uninitiated  to 
gain  anything  like  a  sound,  systematic  training 
in  Braille  notation  from  a  study,  however 
earnest,  of  the  existing  "  Keys,"  without  the 
aid  of  the  actual  living  instructor,  the  spoken 
word  and  the  constant  illustration.  What  was 
still  required  was  a  book  which  should  be  a 
complete  manual  of  carefully  graduated  lessons 
— a  "  Tutor " — and  not  a  mere  book  of 
reference,  such  as  even  the  best  "  Keys  " 
have  a  tendency  to  be.  In  1901  this  need  was 
supplied,  when  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association  published,  in  Braille  type,  the 
first  "  Tutor  "  (written  as  such)  which  had  yet 
been  compiled,  entitled  "  Braille  Music  Nota- 
tion for  the  Blind."  This  treatise — the  work 
of  the  present  writer — took  the  form  of  a 
course  of  "  Lessons "  in  which  little  or  no 
previous  acquaintance  with  either  Music  or 
Braille  was  presupposed.  A  letterpress 
replica  followed  in  1902,  published  by  Messrs. 
Novello  and  Co. ;  this  was  more  particularly 
intended  for  the  use  of  sighted  teachers  of 
blind  music  students,  or  for  those  who  might 
wish  to  assist  in  the  musical  education  of  the 
blind  in  any  way.  This  manual  was  the  out- 
come of  the  experience  gained  by  the  author 
during  years  of  arduous  daily  teaching  at  the 
Liverpool  School  for  the  Blind  in  the  difficult 
earlier  days,  long  before  the  later  "  Keys  " 
had  made  their  appearance,  and  when  it  seemed 
necessary  for  some  one  to  come  forward  and 
attempt  to  organise  some  systematic  plan  of 
elucidating  the  subject.  Though  necessarily 
founded  on  the  decisions  of  the  1888 
Cologne  Conference,  this  Tutor  incorporated 
certain  recommendations  and  suggestions  of 
later  Braillists.  But  clearly  foreseeing  that 
further  great  developments  were  possible  in 


the  near  future,  the  author  closed  his  Preface 
by  expressing  the  hope  that  "these  lessons 
might  help  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  immense 
amount  of  work  jet  to  be  begun  in  the  cause  of 
the  education  of  the  blind  in  music." 

And  so  it  transpired  that,  in  1908,  the  tocsin 
was  sounded  at  the  International  Congress  on 
the  Blind  held  in  Manchester,  when  that 
redoubtable  champion  of  progress,  Mr.  Harry 
E.  Piatt,  Music  Master  at  the  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Birmingham,  read  his  memorable 
paper  on  "  Music  for  the  Blind  as  a  Recreation, 
Profession  and  Education." 

The  following  year  (1909)  a  number  of 
representative  blind  musicians  met  at  the 
Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Upper 
Norwood.  There  was  also  present  Mr. 
Henry  Stainsby,  who  had  recently  been 
appointed  Secretary-General  oi  the  British 
and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  and  who, 
instantly  recognising  the  significance  and  vital 
importance  of  the  movement,  from  that  day 
forward  gave  it  his  most  cordial  support,  both 
personally  and  officially.  The  immediate 
result  was  the  establishment  (at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Piatt)  of  the  "Braille  Musical  Magazine," 
a  monthly  journal  printed  in  Braille  type,  and 
published  by  the  National  Institute  under  the 
joint  editorship  of  three  prominent  blind 
musicians,  viz. — Mr.  H.  E.  Piatt,  Mr.  W. 
Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac.  (Oxon),  and  Mr.  H. 
C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O.  This  periodical  at 
once  took  the  initiative  and  opened  its 
columns  to  a  full  discussion  of  matters 
relating  to  Braille  music  revision. 

A  further  Conference  on  the  Blind  was  held 
in  191 1,  this  time  in  Exeter,  and  a  special 
Braille  Music  Notation  Committee  was  nomi- 
nated. By  191 3  this  Committee  had  got 
definitely  to  work  under  the  auspices  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  which 
Association  the  following  year  altered  its  title 
to  that  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
In  the  meantime,  the  many  suggestions  which 
had  already  been  discussed  in  the  "Braille 
Musical  Magazine  "  had  been  summarised,  and 
all  was  ready  for  action.  For  ten  years  this 
Committee  deliberated,  under  the  able  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O., 
Organist  and  Director  of  Music  at  the  National 
Institute. 

A  highly  esteemed  member  of  this  body  of 
experts  was  the  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Stericker, 
L.R.A.M.,  himself  the  inventor  of  an  ingenious 
system  of  dot-embossed  music,  called  after  his 
name.       Mr.    Stericker's    death    was    greatly 
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deplored  by  his  colleagues,  for  his  ideas  upon, 
music  notation  were  most  valuable,  while  his 
inventiveness  in  the  matter  of  new  signs  was 
of  the  greatest  help,  though  the  distinctive 
features  of  his  "  Seven  Digits  System "  did 
not  admit  of  incorporation  in  the  revised 
Braille. 

By  1 91 7  it  was  felt  that  the  period  devoted  to 
actual  experiment  might  profitably  be  closed. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  set  the  necessary  seal 
of  authorisation  upon  the  revised  methods,  so 
as  to  sanction  and  explain  the  new  Braille 
signs  henceforward  to  be  employed  in  all 
music  issued  from  the  embossing  presses  of 
the  National  Institute,  and  also  in  order  to 
secure  something  approximating  to  general 
uniformity  of  practice  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  the  National  Institute  published  its 
well-known  pamphlet  entitled  "  Additions  to 
Braille  Music  Notation,  191 7."  The  labours 
of  the  Music  Revision  Committee,  however, 
were  as  yet  far  from  ended,  being  sedulously 
continued  until  1922,  when  they  culminated  in 
the  issue  of  the  epoch-making  treatise  entitled 
"  Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation,  1922," 
published  in  Braille  type  by  the  National 
Institute  in  December  of  that  year.  Thus  the 
old-fashioned  and  inadequate  Cologne  Confer- 
ence style  was  finally  superseded  as  far  as 
English  practice  was  concerned :  indeed  its 
gradual  abandonment  had  begun  years  before. 

A  word  of  appreciation  is  here  due  to  Mr. 
H.  V.  Spanner,  Mus.  Bac,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M., 
Member  of  the  Revision  Committee,  and  at 
that  time  Music-Librarian  at  the  National 
Library  for  the  Blind,  Westminster,  for  the 
able  way  in  which  he  prepared  the  draft  text 
upon  which  the  Committee's  discussions  were 
based. 

In  the  early  Autumn  of  1925  Messrs. 
Novello  hope  to  publish  for  the  National 
Institute  a  letterpress  edition  of  this  1922 
"  Key."  The  preparation  of  this  inkprint 
reproduction  has  been  conducted  with  the 
utmost  care  in  order  that  its  terminology  and 
the  clearness  of  its  inkprint  Braille-dot 
illustrations  may  be  as  illuminative  as  possible 
to  the  increasing  number  of  sighted  persons 
who  desire  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
system. 

Sir  Landon  Ronald,  F.R.A.M.,  F.R.C.M., 
Principal  of  the  Guildhall  School  of  Music, 
London,  in  commending  the  above  Novello 
letterpress  edition  to  the  study  of  the  sighted, 
wrote  a  short  explanatory  "  foreword," 
summing  up  the  salient  features  of  the  work, 


and  concluding  with  the  following  "appreci- 
ation " : — 

"  The  compilation  of  this  treatise 
having  engaged  the  close  attention  of  such 
a  body  of  experts  over  a  period  of  ten 
years,  it  would  seem  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  it  ought  to  be  accepted  as  practically 
the  final  word  on  the  subject,  and  it  gives 
me  profound  satisfaction  to  believe  that 
the  system  has  been  brought  to  such 
perfection  that  there  are  now  no  diffi- 
culties of  notation  which  may  not  be 
successfully  dealt  with,  even  though  they 
be  the  problems  presented  by,  say,  the 
adequate  transcription  of  an  intricate  full 
orchestral  score. 

"  It  would  seem  that  for  the  first  time 

in    history  all   barriers  have  been  swept 

from  the  path  of  blind   musicians,  who 

are  thus  rendered  free  to  enter  unimpeded 

into  that  Promised  Land    of   Music    in 

which  it  is  universally  acknowledged  that 

they  have  their  own  special  heritage." 

It  now  only  remains  to  complete  the  entire 

scheme  by  the  compilation  of  a  new  "  Tutor," 

or    "  Primer,"    to    be    used    as   a   companion 

volume   to   the  somewhat  encyclopaedic  1922 

"  Key,"  and   this  particular   task  (undertaken 

at     the    special    request     of     the     compilers 

of   that  "  Key ")    is    the   immediate    concern 

of  the   writer,   who   thus  hopes  to  bring  his 

original    1901    "Tutor"    into    line    with   the 

recent   revision,   so   as   to   renew   the   special 

course  of  graduated  "  Lessons  "  based  on  the 

subject  matter  of  the  new  "  Key."   It  has  always 

been  the  wise  plan  of  the  British  and  Foreign 

Blind  Association  (a  policy   still  followed  by 

the  National  Institute)  to  issue  all  text-book 

literature  on  Braille  Music  in  duplicate,  i.e.,  in 

Braille  type  and  in  letterpress.     By  this  means 

both  the  blind  and  the  sighted  are  kept  fully 

cognizant    of   the    latest    developments,    and 

close  touch  is  maintained  (a  most  important 

consideration  for  the  well-being  of  blind  music 

students)  with  the  best  musical  intellects  in  the 

educational  world  of  the  seeing. 

So  far  we  have  dealt  only  with  the  subject  of 
Braille  Musical  Notation  :  but  our  sketch 
would  be  incomplete  did  we  not  refer, 
however  briefly,  to  the  extensive  Catalogue  of 
Braille  Music  which  gradually  has  been  built 
up  by  the  National  Institute.  This  does  not 
mean  that  the  3,000  musical  works  which 
now  appear  on  its  list  are  all  that  have  been 
published,  but  that  after  frequent  and  necessary 
deletion  from  time  to  time,  during  the  course 
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of  the  past  half-century,  these  publications  are 
at  present  on  the  shelves  of  the  Institute's 
music  warehouse  and  available  for  purchase. 
In  this  list  may  be  found  Church  music  of  all 
kinds,  including  Anthems,  Services,  Oratorios, 
Cantatas,  Motetts,  Hymn  Books  (various), 
Psalters,  Chant  Books,  etc.,  etc.  Organ  and 
pianoforte  music  figures  very  largely,  and 
includes  not  only  separate  pieces  of  music,  but 
tutors,  studies,  and  examination  music  of 
recognised  musical  colleges  and  academies. 
The  Vocal  Music  section  comprises  tutors, 
song-books,  part-music  of  all  kinds,  inclu- 
ding much  school  music,  and  an  immense  num- 
ber of  separate  songs.  Violin  and  violoncello 
music,  and  music  for  the  harmonium  appear 
in  lesser  quantity.  There  are  also  many 
theoretical  works  on  the  Science  and  Art,  as 
well  as  on  the  History  of  Music,  together  with 
a  large  variety  of  books  on  general  musical  and 
allied  subjects.  There  is  also  a  quantity  of 
literature  on  such  subjects  as  Pianoforte 
Tuning  and  Repairing,  etc.,  and  a  voluminous 
modern  text-book  on  "  Orchestration,"  for 
instance,  all  going  to  complete  a  catalogue  of  a 
highly  eclectic  nature,  though  extremely  wide 
and  cosmopolitan  in  its  range. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  officials  more 
intimately  responsible  for  the  musical  work  of 
the  Institute,  there  is  an  important  Consultative 
Music  Committee,  consisting  of  a  number  of 
eminent  musicians  whose  services  are  always 
generously  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Institute. 

Again,  the  most  cordial  relations  exist 
between  publishers  of  the  letterpress  and 
engraved  editions  of  the  books  and  music 
selected  for  publication  in  Braille  (for  which, 
of  course,  permission  to  emboss  must 
previously  be  obtained  from  owners  of 
copyright),  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the 
National  Institute's  Braille  music  publication 
work  is  everywhere  appreciated  and  encouraged 
by  the  heads  of  publishing  houses. 

The  task  of  the  selection  of  music  to  be  em- 
bossed is  always  an  anxious  one,  inasmuch  as  a 
mere  tithe  of  what  might  be  wished  for  can 
possibly  be  produced  by  any  one  Braille 
publishing  press,  however  extensive  its  output, 
and  even  then  an  infinite  variety  of  requirement 
must  be  catered  for.  There  are  the  needs  of 
schools  ;  of  candidates  for  musical  examina- 
tions of  all  kinds  ;  teachers  must  be  duly 
considered,  as  well  as  performers  (instrument- 
alists and  vocalists)  of  every  grade  of  pro- 
ficiency, from  the  merest  child-beginner  to  the 


concert-recitalist.  Then,  there  are  those 
blind  musicians  who  find  it  helpful  to  aug- 
ment their  income  by  playing  at  dances,  etc., 
so  that  the  selection  of  the  latest  foxtrot,  or 
waltz,  or  other  equally  ephemeral  work,  may 
require  quite  as  much  attention  as  perhaps  a 
standard  anthem  or  pianoforte  sonata,  if  it  is 
to  serve  its  purpose. 

The  underlying  principle  of  the  selection  of 
music  to  be  "  Brailled  "  is,  therefore,  neces- 
sarily much  more  vocational  than  merely 
recreational ;  although  due  regard  has,  per- 
force, to  be  paid  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
blind  do  not  follow  music  as  a  means,  or  even 
a  part-means,  of  earning  a  livelihood. 

The  actual  working  staff  of  the  National 
Institute's  Music  Department  consists  entirely 
of  people  of  wide  experience  in  this  particular 
class  of  work.  All  have  had  years  of  training 
and  are  thoroughly  expert.  Indeed,  the  long 
practical  experience  of  the  foreman  of  this 
department,  Mr.  P.  T.  Mayhew  (blind),  coupled 
with  his  resourcefulness  during  the  experi- 
mental period  of  the  Braille  revision  work,  were 
found  to  be  invaluable  to  the  Music  Revision 
Committee,  of  which  he  was,  ex-officio,  a 
member. 

It  is  scarcely  within  the  scope  of  the  present 
article  to  describe  the  mechanical  methods  by 
which  Braille  is  embossed  and  made  ready  for 
publication,  but  it  may  be  said,  once  for  all, 
that  it  is  agreed  by  experts  all  the  world  over 
that  Braille  Music  publication  (or  indeed  any 
other  form  of  embossed  publication  for  the 
blind)  can  never  be  put  upon  a  purely  commer- 
cial basis.  This  is  not  only  owing  to  the  cost 
of  production,  but  also  to  the  limited  market  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  sighted  world.  An 
ink-print  publisher  produces  a  popular  type  of 
work  which  may  "take  the  world  by  storm," 
and  sell  in  tens  or  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
copies,  thus  enabling  him  to  recoup  himself 
for  losses  on  other  works  for  which  there 
may     have     been     small      demand.  The 

publishers  of  Braille  music  can  never  look 
forward  to  this  exhilarating  experience,  and  yet 
the  National  Institute  goes  a  step  further  by 
selling  its  music  to  the  blind  at  a  reduction  of 
three-fourths  on  the  catalogue  price  (the 
actual  cost  of  production)  to  residents  in  the 
British  Isles  ;  while  those  who  live  in  other 
portions  of  the  Commonwealth  may  purchase 
at  50  per  cent,  discount,  and  purchasers  of  any 
other  nationality  may  buy  at  cost  price.  So  it 
will  be  seen  that  not  only  is  profit  impossible, 
but  that  there  is  instead,  a  heavy  and  constant 
loss  on  sales, 
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In  addition  to  ail  this  publication  work,  the 
National  Institute  takes  an  active  interest 
in  everything  appertaining  to  the  musical 
well-being  of  the  blind.  In  its  Concert  Hall, 
the  Armitage  Hall,  there  is  a  fine  electrically- 
blown  organ,  a  replica  of  that  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Organists,  specially  built  and  placed 
unreservedly  at  the  service  of  blind  candidates 
who  come  from  all  parts  of  the  country  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  secure  the  coveted 
professional  diplomas  of  the  College.  Without 
this  opportunity  of  becoming  familiar  with 
the  special  features  of  the  instrument  upon 
which  they  are  subsequently  required  to 
perform  at  the  College  itself,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  chances  of  success  would  be  con- 
siderably reduced,  especially  with  candidates 
from  the  provinces,  who  often  find  it  impos- 
sible to  arrange  for  a  preliminary  practice  on 
the  Royal  College  organ.  And  yet  the 
.high  percentage  of  "  passes  "  amongst  blind 
examinees  (not  infrequently  with  the  added 
distinction  of  the  "  Lafontaine,"  "  Turpin  " 
or  "  Sawyer  "  prize)  will  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  that  of  sighted  candidates.  If 
therefore  such  free  access  to  the  sister  instru- 
ment at  the  Armitage  Hall  helps  to  contribute 
to  these  happy  results,  the  foresight  of  the 
authorities  of  the  National  Institute  in  provi- 
ding a  greatly-needed  privilege  abundantly 
justifies  itself.  Incidentally,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  although  the  organ  was  considerably 
enlarged  so  as  to  render  it  an  effective  recital 
instrument,  yet  it  is  so  arranged  that  the  original 
plan  of  the  instrument  is  kept  intact  for  the 
use  of  those  who  so  require  it. 

In  the  National  Institute's  "  Sunshine 
Homes  "  (special  schools  for  infants  of  the 
tenderest  years — there  are  now  three  such 
institutions  in  various  parts  of  the  country) 
the  culture  of  the  musical  sense  is  specially  pro- 
vided for.  Here  music  teachers  are  appointed 
who  have  qualified  in  Eurythmics  and  Aural 
Culture,  and  who,  therefore,  know  how  to 
train  their  tiny  pupils  on  the  most  approved 
principles  from  their  very  babyhood. 

So,  from  infancy  to  old  age,  the  musical 
needs  of  the  sightless  are  anticipated  and 
provided  for  with  insight  and  sympathy,  and 
it  may  justly  be  claimed  that  no  musical 
institution  in  the  world  takes  upon  itself  a 
more  onerous  or  responsible  task  in  the 
interests  of  musical  culture,  especially  when  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  among  the  general 
activities  of  the  National  Institute,  Music,  after 
all,  is  only  one  of  many. 


Surely,  then,  the  National  Institute  may  not 
only  look  back  with  pride  upon  57  years  of 
such  vicarious  work,  but  it  may  also  hopefully 
anticipate  that  glorious  and  still  more  rapid 
advancement  in  musical  culture  in  the  world 
of  the  blind  which  is  certain  to  follow  in  the 
wake  of  such  long-sustained  and  indefatigable 
effort  in  the  cause  of  progress. 

In  the  year  1929  the  world  will  be  celebra- 
ting the  centenary  of  the  invention  of  Braille, 
that  "  Open  Sesame  "  which  has  enabled  the 
blind  to  enter  into  a  new  Kingdom  of  Light. 
It  has  taken  nearly  a  hundred  years  to  develop 
to  such  perfection  the  system  of  music  notation 
invented  by  Louis  Braille.  Surely,  from  that 
fact  alone  may  be  estimated  the  immense 
difficulty  of  the  task,  as  well  as  the  measure  of 
gratitude  due  to  that  great  English  institution 
which,  from  its  inception  57  years  ago  as  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  has 
worked  so  unceasingly,  and  which,  in  later 
years,  as  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
has  so  largely  extended  the  scope  of  its  work 
and  contributed  so  noble  a  share  in  its  ultimate 
accomplishment,  still  dedicating  itself  with 
unabated  zeal  to  the  advancement  of  all  that 
is  best  in  Musical  Culture  in  its  own  peculiar 
domain  :— "  The  World  of  the  Blind." 

EDWARD  WATSON. 
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BLIND    STUDENTS'    SUCCESSES 

A  remarkable  academic  success  has  been 
scored  by  Mr.  Hedley  Hargreaves,  son 
of  Mr.  F.  Hargreaves,  dentist,  206  Briercliffe 
Road,  Burnley,  in  securing  his  B.C.L.  degree 
at  Oxford  University.  Mr.  Hargreaves,  who 
is  blind,  last  year  took  second  class  honours 
in  the  examination  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  and  he  has  this  year  gained  a  similar 
distinction  in  the  examination  for  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Civil  Law. 

The  time  allowed  for  taking  the  B.C.L. 
degree  is  seven  years,  but  Mr.  Hargreaves  has 
covered  the  ground  in  four  years.  He  is  now 
only  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Before  proceed- 
ing to  the  University,  he  was  for  six  years  a 
student  at  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind. 

The  B.C.L.  degree  completes  Mr.  Hargreaves' 
scholastic  career  in  preparation  for  his  entering 
the  legal  profession.  He  is  now  to  be  articled 
to  Messrs.  Jobling  and  Jobling,  solicitors. 
Mr.  Hargreaves  is  a  native  of  Nelson. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  this  degree  has 
also  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Henry  Coldwell, 
who  was  successful  in  taking  a  Third  Class  at  the 
same  time.  The  achievement  was  particularly 
remarkable,  as  Mr.  Coldwell  had  only  been 
studying  law  for  one  year,  having  taken  his  B.A. 
degree  in  History  last  year.  These  two  stu- 
dents have  been  working  together  practically 
entirely  from  Braille  books.  Other  successes 
include  those  of  Mr.  R.  Lilienfeld,  junior,  who 
has  obtained  a  Second  Class  in  Jurisprudence, 
and  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Coates  and  Miss  E.  Fawcett, 
who  have  both  obtained  a  Second  in  English. 
These  successes,  besides  other  minor  ones, 
were  obtained  this  last  term  at  Oxford  alone. 

.All  the  students  in  question  were  greatly 
assisted  by  the  Students'  Library  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

<*» 

SPEECH    DAY    AT    WORCESTER 

COLLEGE    FOR    THE    BLIND 

THE  Annual  Prize-giving  at  Worcester 
College  for  the  Blind  took  place  on 
July  25  th.  Lord  Cobham  presided  and  dis- 
tributed the  prizes,  and  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  J.P.,  Mr.  J.  R.  Anthony, 
Mr.  Guy  Nickalls,  other  members  of  the 
Governing  Body,  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Brown, 
headmaster  of  the  College.  The  opening 
of  the  new  swimming  bath — the  Guy  Nickalls 
bath,  as  it  is  called — formed  an  important  part 
of  the  day's  proceedings. 

In  the  course  of  his  address,  Mr.  Brown  said 
that  the  standard  of  work  to  which  the  College 
had  attained  last  year,  when  the  report  had  been 
particularly  favourable,  had  been  maintained 
and  in  some  respects  excelled.  He  alluded  to 
the  remarkable  success  of  V.  Nelson  in  passing 
the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Joint  Board 
Examination  with  seven  credits  in  every 
subject  taken.  As  regards  work  outside  the 
classroom,  they  had  attained  a  standard  at 
rowing  at  which  they  had  aimed  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  and  the  chess  season  had  been 
a  brilliantly  successful  one.  Mr.  Brown 
alluded  to  plans  for  the  extension  of  the 
College,  and  thanked  the  Governors  for  the 
great  assistance  they  had  rendered. 

At  the  opening  of  the  swimming  bath, 
Viscount  Cobham  expressed  the  indebtedness 
of  the  College  to  Mr.  Guy  Nickalls.  For  a 
number  of  years  the  Governors  had  desired  to 
erect  a  bath,  and  fruition  of  the  scheme  was  due 
to  Mr.  Nickalls,  who  had  collected  the  money. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Guy  Nickalls  for  his  work  in  connection 


with  the  swimming  bath,  and  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  headmaster's  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  College. 

PRIZE  LIST. 

Greek — A.  Ringwood. 

Latin— A:  C.  D.  Wheeler  and  G.  Miller. 
B  :  D.  O'Callaghan.     C:J.  Jarvis. 

Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial. — Senior 
Mathematics  :  A.  E.  Martin.  Junior  Mathe- 
matics :  R.  Cross. 

Himing  Memorial  Prizes  for  English. — 
Senior  A^:  J.  G.  Curran.  B :  J.  E.  P.  Pollard- 
Lowsley.     C  :  F.  Emery. 

Archdeacon   James'   Prizes   for   Divinity — 
Senior  :  A.  Ringwood.  Intermediate  :  V.  M. 
Taylor.     Junior :    P.   A.  Hughes    and    F.    R. 
Browne. 

English  Essays. — Senior  :  V.  Nelson. 
Junior  :  G.  Miller. 

The  Dean's  Prize. — Economics  and  Indus- 
trial History  :  J.  Foster. 

Modern  Languages — M.  E.  Collett  andE.  E. 
Davies. 

French— A:  V.M.Taylor.     B:  A.  Brace. 

History- A:  D.  O'Callaghan.     B:   R.  Ash. 

Special  Prizes. — Advanced  Mathematics  : 
R.  W.  Bonham.  Special  Physics  :  R.  Pollock. 
Application  :  T.  Hedges. 

Music  (Pianoforte) — A.  Templetonand  A.  E. 
Fisher.     Braille  Music  :  F.  Emery. 

Mowatt  Cup  for  Chess  Championship — R. 
W.  Bonham. 

Successes. — R.  Pollock,  Northern  Univer- 
sities' Joint  Matriculation ;  A.  Ringwood, 
Durham  University  Matriculation,  H.  Morgan ; 
V.  Nelson,  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Joint 
Board  School  Certificate  (Credit  in  Latin, 
French,  Spoken  French,  Mathematics,  English 
Literature,  History  and  Divinity)  ;  I.E.  Hunt, 
A.R.C.O.  ;  H.  H.  Coldwell,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity B.A.,  3rd  Class  Honours,  School  of 
History  ;  W.  H.  Coates,  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  B.A.,  2nd  Class  Honours,  English  ; 
H.  J.  Hargreaves,  B.A.,  Oxford  B.C.L., 
Second  Class;  H.  H.  Coldwell,  B.A.,  Third 
Class. 

CAPT.  IAN  FRASER,  C.B.E.,  M.P.,  has 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Broad- 
casting Committee  of  Inquiry,  which  is  to  advise 
as  to  the  proper  scope  of  the  Broadcasting 
Service  and  as  to  the  management,  control  and 
finance  thereof  after  the  expiry  of  the  existing 
license  on  December  31,  1926.  It  is  expected 
that  the  Committee  will  begin  their  sittings 
during  November. 


THE  BEACON 

HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

THE    RE-STRINGING    OF    TENNIS    RACQUETS —II. 


N  the  previous  article  plain  stringing 
was  described,  and  if  we  now  deal 
with  the  question  of  inserting 
double  mains  the  reader  will  have 
little  difficulty  in  determining  by 
inspection  of  the  old  stringing 
the  method  to  be  adopted  in  any 
of  the  ordinary 
types  of  racquet. 
The  manner  in 
which  a  particular 

racquet     is     to     be     strung 

depends  on  the   drilling  and 

grooving      of      the      frame, 

which  differs  slightly  for  the 

•  different  patterns  of  stringing. 

For  example,  a  racquet  with 

two  double  mains  has  a  hole 

across  the  throat  which  is  net 

necessary  for  plain  stringing, 

and  there  is  also  a  difference 

in    the    grooving  at  the  top 

of  the  frame.       Perhaps   the 

type      of      stringing      mos; 

commonly  met  with   is  that 

which   has    Outside   Double 

Centre  Mains  (D.C.M.'s),and 

the  method  of  inserting  these 

will  now  be  described  as  an 

example     of     double      main 

stringing-. 

Pass  the  21  ft.  length  of 
gut  through  the  hole  at  throat 
and  thread  each  of  its  ends 
through  the  next  hole  hut 
one  on  either  side.  Carry 
both  ends  to  top  of  racquet 
and  take  them  through  the 
holes  on  either  side  of  the 
centre  pair  of  holes  there. 
Now,  grasping  an  end  in  each 
hand,  walk  away  from  the 
racquet  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  gut  and  get  both  halves 
of  an  equal  length,  taking 
care  during  this  operation 
and  throughout  the  stringing 
to  prevent  the  gut  from 
kinking.  Release  one  end 
and  pass  the  other  through 
the  nearer  of  the  centre  pair 


* 


The  X.I.B.  "Prima"  Racquet  (Price  50/-) 


of  holes,  down  to  throat  and  through  the 
corresponding  hole  of  the  centre  pair  there. 
This  will  be  the  hole  missed  at  the  beginning, 
and  the  gut  is  now  taken  through  the  hole  that 
was  used  then,  «■£.,  the  second  hole  from  that 
across  throat,  to  form  the  double  main. 
Follow  the  existing  main  to  top,  go  through  the 
hole  occupied  by  if,  and  then 
complete  this  half  of  frame 
by  inserting  single  mains  as 
described  for  the  plain  strung 
racquet.  The  other  half  is 
filled  in  a  similar  manner, 
doubling  the  main  next  to 
the  centre  pair  as  before. 
The  ends  will  finish  at  the 
throat  and  are,  like  those  of 
the  plain  strung  pattern, 
threaded  through  the  loops 
on  outside  cf  frame  and 
neatly  cut  eff  after  the  mains 
have  been  tensioned.  In  the 
crossings  each  string  of  the 
double  mains  is  treated  as  a 
single  string,  but  not  in  the 
trebling.  The  trebling  gut  is 
passed  round  the  two  strings 
of  the  double  as  though 
they  were  a  single  string,  and 
this  operation  draws  them 
tr  gether. 

Partial  Ke-stringing.  Before 
a  racquet  needs  to  be  com- 
pletely re-strung  one  or  more 
strings  usually  break,  and  the 
replacement  of  these  is  an 
important  part  of  the 
stringer's  business.  First  of 
all,  the  broken  string  is  un- 
woven from  the  remainder 
and  its  ends  brought  to  the 
outside  frame.  If  it  happens 
to  he  one  of  the  longer  mains 
a  little  thought  and  care  will 
have  to  be  exercised  in  extri- 
cating it  from  the  trebling, 
and  also  inweaving  in  the  new 
string;  and  if  several  mains 
are  broken  it  might  be 
quicker  to  remove  the  treb- 
ling and  insert   new  trebling 
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after  the  mains  have  been  replaced.  Each  of 
the  ends  is  now  pulled  tight  and  plugged  with 
an  awl  to  restore  the  tension  to  the  strings  on 
either  side  of  the  broken  one.     Having  done 


string  with  the  left  hand,  grasp  its  end  with  the" 
pliers  from  inside  of  frame,  and  gently  but 
firmly  draw  the  loop  about  half-way  through  the 
hole.     This  will  have  the  effect  of  drawing  the 


FIG  I 


FIC2 


FICJ 


FIC4- 


Figs.  1,  2,  3,  and  4 — Method  of  Inserting  Outside  Double  Centre  Mains. 


this,  take  a  piece  of  gut  about  six  inches  longer 
than  is  required  for  the  actual  string  and  pass 
one  end  through  one  of  the  vacant  holes.  Take 
this  end  back  through  the  same  hole  so  that  a 
loop  is  formed  and  thread  the  broken  end 
through  this  loop.     Then,  holding  the  new 


loose  end  into  the  hole  in  the  form  of  a  loop 
also,  and  the  join  thus  formed  is  perfectly 
secure  and  also  out  of  sight.  The  two  surplus 
ends  are  cut  off  as  closely  as  possible,  care 
being  taken  always  to  cut  in  the  opposite 
direction  to  the  other  piece  of  gut  in  the  same 


FIQS 

Fig.  5 — Method  of  Joining  First  End  of  New  String. 
Fig.  7 — Loops  Drawn  into  Hole  to  Complete  the  Join. 


FIC  7 


\ 


\ 


FIC  6 


FIC  3 


Fig.  6 — Method  of  Joining  Other  End  of  New  String. 

Fig.  8 — Detail    of    Grooving   at  Top    of    Racquet   for 
Outside  Double  Centre  Mains. 
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hole.  The  new  string  is  now  woven  into  its 
correct  position  right  across  to  opposite  side  of 
frame,  and  a  somewhat  similar  method  is  used 
in  the  joining  here.  The  loop,  however, 
is  in  this  case  formed  by  the  loose  end,  which 
is  taken  through  the  hole  to  the  inside  and  back 
again  through  the  same  hole.  After  the  end 
of  the  new  string  has  been  passed  through  this 
loop  the  string  is  gripped  by  the  pliers  and 
pulled  up  taut,  while  a  second  pair  of  pliers  in 
the  other  hand  pulls  the  loop  into  the  hole.  The 
successful  performance  of  this  operation 
requires  some  little  skill  only  to  be  gained  by 
practice,  and  the  beginner  need  not  get  dis- 
couraged if  the  gut  breaks  at  the  first  few 
attempts.  If  two  or  more  adjoining  strings 
are  broken,  a  length  of  gut  sufficient  for  the 
total  number  is  used,  but  the  procedure  is  the 
same  for  securing  the  two  ends. 

It  may  be  useful  to  mention  that,  for  pulling 
fhe  gut  tight  when  putting  in  the  crossings, 
some  stringers  use  in  place  of  pliers  a  smooth 
hard  piece  of  wood,  around  which  the  gut  is 
called  a  few  times,  and  some  use  the  hand  only, 
protected  by  a  leather  glove.  Another  tip 
that  may  be  useful  to  the  beginner  who  does 
not  wish  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  billiard  is  as 
follows  :  Take  a  length  of  gut  and  thread 
its  ends  through  the  two  holes  in  centre  of  one 
side  of  frame,  carry  them  across  under  the 
mains  and  through  the  corresponding  holes 
on  the  other  side  and  knot  them  together 
on  the   outside  of  the  frame  there.  This 

prevents  the  frame  from  spreading  when  the 
mains  are  tensioned,  and  is  removed  when  the 
crossings  reach  the  holes  occupied  by  it. 

A.  G.K. 


GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

THE  month  of  July  opened  with  an 
enjoyable  entertainment  in  the  Hall  of  St. 
Michael-at-Bowes,  when  the  musical  play 
specially  written  by  Miss  Monica  Chapman  for 
the  benefit  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  was  produced  by  the  author.  Mr. 
Edward  Watson's  charming  music  was  ren- 
dered delightfully  by  the  small  actors  who 
were  pupils  of  "Beaumaris  School."  Miss 
Dorreen  Ward  portrayed  "Timothy,"  a  blind 
child.  During  the  interval  The  Rev.  C.  L. 
Graham  introduced Lt.-Col. Willis,  M.B.E.,  J. P. 
who  made  an  eloquent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Fund,  specially  urging  those  present  to  become 


members  of  the  local  Circle  of  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind."  He  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  the 
work  done  by  the  Fund,  and,  illustrating  the 
valour  of  the  blind,  told  of  a  personal  acquain- 
tance who,  since  losing  his  sight,  had  invented 
and  made  many  mechanical  devices  of  great 
usefulness  to  the  sighted  world. 

The  Bounds  Green  Operatic  Society  pro- 
vided the  second  part  of  the  programme — an 
amusing  farcical  sketch,  also  from  Miss 
Chapman's  versatile  pen,  entitled  "  On  and 
Off." 

A  number  of  cricket  clubs  responded  to  the 
appeal  made  by  two  ex-cricketers  on  the  G.L.F. 
Staff,  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  and  Mr.  Wilden 
Knight,  and  gave  the  blind  artistes  a 
warm  welcome — and  substantial  collections — 
on  their  Sports  Grounds.  Such  events, 
apparently  equally  enjoyed  by  artistes  and 
audience,  took  place  at  Shepherd's  Cot 
(Highgate  Cricket  and  Lawn  Tennis  Club), 
and  on  the  grounds  of  the  Ealing,  Hornsey  and 
Shepherd's  Bush  Cricket  Clubs.  Mr.  Williams 
or  Mr.  Preece  spoke  in  each  case  on  behalf  of 
the  Fund.  The  Great  Eastern  Amateur 
Athletic  Association  extended  a  similar  invita- 
tion to  the  blind  musicians  to  give  a  sing-song 
at  the  conclusion  of  their  Annual  Sports  at 
Romford  ;  the  affair  was  somewhat  marred  by 
a  thunderstorm.  The  Romford  H.O.B., 
through  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Jones,  were  very 
helpful. 

Mr.  Preece  was  also  the  speaker  at  The 
Fellowship  Inn,  Catford,  and  Mr.  Williams  at 
the  Deptford  Sunshine  Club. 

During  the  month  the  date  has  been  fixed  for 
the  annual  Ball  at  the  Hammersmith  Palais  de 
Danse.  As  Hallowe'en  falls  this  year  on  a 
Saturday,  which  would  mean  abandoning 
dancing  before  midnight,  Guy  Fawkes'  Day, 
November  5  th,  has  been  offered  instead  and 
accepted.  The  Second  Annual  Dramatic 
Schools'  Matinee  will  also  take  place  at  The 
Royal  Court  Theatre  towards  the  end  of  the 
same  month. 


AT  the  Flower  Show  recently  held  in  connec- 
J~\  tion  with  St.  Nicholas  Church,  Brighton, 
three  prizes — for  peas,  beans,  and  sweet  peas 
respectively — were  awarded  to  the  women 
resident  in  the  National  Institute's  Home  for 
Blind  Women,  104,  Queen's  Road,  Brighton. 
It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  this  Home  rents 
an  allotment  which  is  cultivated  by  the  blind 
women  who  are  resident  there, 
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ASSOCIATION  OF  CERTIFICATED 
BLIND    MASSEURS 

DURING  the  past  year  considerable  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  connection  with 
the  activities  of  the  Association  of  Certificated 
Blind  Masseurs.  Founded  in  1919  under  the 
Presidency  of  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Pearson, 
Bart.,  G.B.E.,  in  order  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  practising  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses,  this  Association  is  registered  under 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  is  licensed  annually 
as  an  employment  agency  by  the  London 
County  Council.  It  is  represented  on  the 
following  bodies  : —  The  Standing  Committee 
for  the  Blind  of  the  Chartered  Society  of 
Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics,  the  Council 
of  Allied  Professions  and  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Federation  of  Medical  and 
Allied  Services.  The  Association  is  also 
represented  on  the  Committee  which  has  been 
formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chartered 
Society,  fully  representative  of  the  profession, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  administer  Massage 
and  Electrical  Benefits  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Act. 

The  President  is  Sir  Robert  Jones,  K.B.E., 
C.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  the  famous  orthopaedic  surgeon, 
whose  practical  help  and  sympathy,  coupled 
with  so  distinguished  a  name,  have  proved  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  members  of  this 
Association.  There  are  no  less  than  72  Vice- 
Presidents,  of  whom  all  are  distinguished 
medical  men.  It  should  be  noted  that  during 
the  year  a  number  of  Vice-Presidents  have 
been  added  to  those  districts  in  which  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  are  practising. 

The  membership  of  the  Association  now 
numbers  167,  comprising  123  masseurs  and 
44  masseuses.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
members  of  the  Association  are  practising 
in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Canada,  South 
Africa  and  China. 

It  should  be  noted  that  a  conspicuous  feature 
of  the  work  undertaken  by  this  Association  on 
behalf  of  its  members  is  that  of  advertising. 
Regular  advertisements  appear  in  the  Times, 
the  Morning  Post,  the  Observer,  and  the  Sunday 
Times,  and  there  is  also  a  standing  advertise- 
ment in  the  Medical  Who's  Who  and  the  Buff 
Eoo^,  (London)  Directory.  A  considerable 

amount  of  free  publicity  has  been  obtained 
during  the  year  in  medical  journals  and  the  lay 
press.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  number 
of  enquiries  received  and  cases  allocated  during 


the  past  vear  is  more  than  double  the 
number  of  those  received  and  allocated  during 
the  previous  twelve  months. 

Financial  support  is  received  from  St. 
Dunstan's  in  the  form  of  an  annual  grant,  and 
valuable  financial  assistance  is  rendered  to  the 
Association  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  which  also  makes  special  arrangements 
with  regard  to  the  office  accommodation, 
lighting,  heating,  etc. 

At  the  Annual  Congress  of  the  Universal 
Association  of  Blind  Esperantists  held  in 
Vienna  last  year,  a  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Association  was  presented  to  the  Esperantists' 
Section  of  the  Red  Cross  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Cohen,  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council,  embodying 
a  resolution  which  asked  the  Society  to  employ 
properly  trained  and  qualified  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses  in  their  clinics,  etc.  The  reso- 
lution was  carried  unanimously,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Esperantists'  Section  of  the 
International  Medical  Congress  vouched  for  its 
acceptance  by  that  body.  It  was  further 
suggested  by  Mr.  Cohen  that  the  A.C.B.M. 
might  be  asked  to  form  the  nucleus  of  an 
international  bod}',  and  that  an  international 
register  should  be  drawn  up  to  include  the 
names  and  addresses  of  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses  in  all  countries. 

From  the  above  report  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 
is  a  growing  organisation,  and  that  it  is  likely 
to  extend  its  activities  beyond  the  precincts  of 
the  British  Isles. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  placed  on  record 
that  a  large  measure  of  the  success  which  it 
has  achieved  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
indefatigable  labours  of  its  secretary,  Mrs. 
Chaplin  Hall,  who  is  also  the  secretary  of  the 
Massage  Department  and  School  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  Ever  since 
the  inception  of  the  Association  in  1919  Mrs. 
Hall  has  left  no  stone  unturned  to  develop  its 
potentialities,  and  her  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  its  members  has  secured  the  sympathy  and 
assistance  of  many  of  its  present  friends. 


LAST  month  Dr. Vigotsky  and  Dr.  SozonofF, 
who  have  been  examining  conditions 
of  the  blind  in  this  country,  in  order  to  report 
to  the  Russian  Government,  visited  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
and  evinced  the  very  greatest  interest  in  all  its 
activities. 


THE     BEACON 


13 


NOTES    FROM    THE    INSTITUTIONS 


THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  July  40  new  cases  came  under  their 
care  (29  men  and  11  women).  Gifts  to  the 
number  of  24  were  provided  at  a  cost  of  £50  12s. 
The  amount  expended  in  relief  was  £461  19s.  id. 
and  in  training  fees  £21  2s.  6d. 

Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women. — 
Progress  and  expansion  in  all  depart- 
ments is  recorded  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
this  workshop,  where  59  blind  women,  of 
whom  37  were  trained  at  the  Barclay  Home, 
Brighton,  are  at  present  being  assisted. 
During  the  year  1924-5  the  sale  of  woven 
goods  amounted  to  £4,410  and  that  of 
knitted  goods  to  £2,157,  forming  a  total 
"of  £6,567.  Manufactured  goods  in  stock 
at  the  end  of  the  year  totalled  £5,556. 
In  view  of  the  prevalent  trade  depression, 
these  figures  may  be  considered  fairly  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  Committee  are  anxious  that  there 
should  be  a  considerable  increase  in  sales 
during  the  ensuing  year,  in  order  to  ensure 
employment  for  the  increased  number  of 
workers. 

During  the  period  under  reveiw  the  sum  of 
£2,050  was  paid  in  wages  to  blind  workers  and 
£669  in  augmentation  wages.  A  grant  of 
£673  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  the  sum  of  £815  was  allocated  to 
the  Workshop  by  the  Greater  London  Fund 
for  the  Blind. 

Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind. — The 
Committee  of  Gardner's  Trust  for  the 
Blind  have  issued  their  annual  Report  for  the 
year  ended  March  31,  1925.  The  trust,  which 
was  founded  43  years  ago  by  a  legacy  of 
£300,000  under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Gardner, 
has  proved  a  boon  to  many  blind  persons  by 
the  provision  of  pensions,  grants  and  scholar- 
ships. 

The  Committee  report  that  the  following 
grants  have  been  made  during  the  year  : — 

The  sum  of  £2,177  for  instruction  in  the 
profession  of  music,  whereby  some  86  blind 
persons  were  assisted  by  scholarships  or  other- 
wise, including  80  scholarships  at  the  Royal 
Normal  College. 

The  sum  of  £2,646  in  instructing  some  50 
blind  persons  in  suitable  trades,  handicrafts, 


and  professions  other  than  the  profession  of 
music,  including  ten  scholarships  at  the  Univer- 
sities, eight  at  Worcester  College,  four  at  the 
disposal  of  the  London  County  Council  at 
Chorley  Wood  College  for  Blind  Girls,  and 
four  at  the  National  Institute  School  of 
Massage. 

The  sum  of  £3,142  in  providing  pensions  for 
242   poor  and   deserving   blind  persons. 

The  sum  of  £3,327  in  grants  to  36  Institu- 
tions (including  seven  County  Associations) 
for  various  purposes,  and  to  104  individuals  for 
assistance  in  starting  or  carrying  on  their 
trades  as  pianoforte-tuners,  basket-makers,  etc., 
and  occasionally  for  relief  of  distress  in  cases  of 
advanced  old  age. 

Among  the  grants  to  Institutions  are  men- 
tioned those  made  to  the  Barclay  Workshop 
for  Blind  Women,  the  Bedford  and  District 
Society,  the  Glamorgan  Association,  the 
Hartlepools  Workshop,  the  Home  Teaching 
Society  (London  and  Provinces),  the  London 
Lock  Hospital  (new  Ophthalmic  Unit),  the 
National  Library  (Extension  Fund),  and  the 
Workshop  for  the  Blind  of  Kent. 

The  Committee  of  the  Gardner  Trust 
administer  the  following  Funds  and  pension  : — 

The  Edith  and  Norman  Lord  Pension  Fund, 
with  44  pensioners  of  £26  a  year  each. 

The  Norman  Lord  Dinner  Fund  for  blind 
persons,  for  which  a  capital  sum  of  £1,000  was 
specifically  bequeathed. 

Rashdale's  Charity  for  Blind  Women, 
founded  in  1797,  with  five  pensions  of  £5  a 
year  each. 

The  Scholarship  Fund  for  Blind  Boys,  at  the 
College  for  the  Higher  Education  of  the  Blind, 
at  Worcester,  amounting  to  £280  a  year. 
Grants  varying  from  £30  to  £50  a  year  were 
made  from  this  Fund  to  eight  students  during 
the  past  twelve  months. 

The  "Miss  Annie  Goff "  Trust  with  two 
pensions   of  £20  a   year  each. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  pamphlet  published 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trust  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Committee,  which  gives  information 
with  regard  to  Institutions,  Societies  and 
Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  price  of  the  pamphlet  is  is.  6d.  post  free. 

All  communications  should  be  made  to 
the  Secretary,  at  the  office  of  the  Trust,  53, 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.  1, 
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REVIEWS    OF    BOOKS    AND    PAMPHLETS 


PAMPHLET 

A  Circular,  No.  1349,  recently  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  deals  with  the  urgent 
necessity  of  providing  further  Special  Schools 
for  Defective  Children.  Attention  is  called  to 
the  fact  that  there  are  in  England  and  Wales 
150,000  defective  children  of  all  types — blind, 
deaf,  physically  and  mentally  defective  and 
epileptic  children — of  whom  not  more  than 
about  41,000  are  provided  for  in  Special 
Schools.  The  reasons  for  the  non-provision 
of  sufficient  Special  Schools  to  meet  the 
demand  are  to  be  found  in  the  financial  strin- 
gency which  followed  on  the  War,  and  "  there 
is,"  as  the  circular  reports,  "  a  large  amount  of 
leeway  to  be  made  up.  .  .  The  Board  consider 
that  the  time  has  come  when  a  real  advance 
can  and  should  be  made,  and  they  are  now  in 
a  position  to  ask  authorities  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  a  concerted  and  progressive  effort  to 
bring  the  number  of  schools  nearer  to  the 
number  which  the  country  needs.  It  is  at  the 
same  time  only  fair  that  the  Board  should 
recognise  that,  in  some  areas  where  no  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  the  authorities  have  in  fact  been  most 
anxious  to  do  their  best  for  the  defective 
children  for  whom  they  are  responsible."  The 
first  step  to  be  taken  before  any  new  schools 
are  established  is  naturally  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  children  to  be  catered  for,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  statutory  duties  of  authorities  to 
record  the  number  of  defective  children  in  the 
area  under  consideration.  To  assist  authorities 
and  school  medical  authorities  in  checking  the 
results  arrived  at  in  each  locality,  the  Board 
propose  to  supply  to  each  authority  a  schedule 
showing  the  authority's  own  return,  and  the 
figures  that  would  result  from  the  use  of  the 
Board's  index  figures.  They  will  request  each 
authority  to  scrutinise  this  schedule  and  make 
arrangements  to  investigate  any  discrepancies 
which  the  schedule  indicates.  Whilst  no  rigid 
order  of  priority  as  to  the  demands  of  any  one 
class  of  defective  children  is  prescribed,  the 
Board  point  out  that,  generally  speaking,  the 
following  procedure  is  recommended  : — (a)  .  . 
all  authorities  should  at  once  make  provision 
for  all  children  who  are  blind  or  deaf  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  and  who  at  present 
are  not  in  Special  Schools.  The  number  of 
such  children  is  comparatively  small,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  whole  of  the  problem 
as  it  relates  to  these  children  should  not  be 


solved  in  the  immediate  future.  The  Board 
will  not  be  prepared  much  longer  to  regard 
any  authority  as  reasonably  complying  with 
the  Education  Act,  1921,  unless  all  blind  and 
deaf  children  are  properly  ascertained  and 
provided  for.  (b)  As  regards  physically  de- 
fective children,  the  Board  suggest  that  every 
authority  should  at  once  turn  its  attention 
to  the  possibilities  of  a  good  orthopaedic 
scheme.  If  such  a  scheme  is  established  as 
part  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  on  the 
lines  sketched  out  in  the  last  three  reports  of 
the  Board's  School  Medical  Officer,  one  of  the 
main  sources  of  the  supply  of  physically 
defective  children  will  be  turned  off  at  its 
source  and  the  need  for  Special  Schools  for 

cripples  would  be  accordingly  reduced 

(c)  As  regards  mentally  defective  children,  the 
authorities  are  referred  to  the  Board's  Circular 
No.  1 341,  dated  12th  September,  1924.  The 
problem  of  dealing  with  these  children  is  as 
costly  as  it  is  difficult,  but  there  are  certain 
steps  to  be  taken  at  once  which.  .  .  are  the 
foundation  of  any  complete  scheme.  They 
are  (1)  the  complete  and  correct  ascertainment 
of  the  children  ;  (2)  the  prompt  notification 
of  suitable  cases  to  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Committee  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 
191 3  ;  and  (3)  the  establishment  of  super- 
visory arrangements  for  children  who  remain 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  authority,  but 
for  whom  no  Special  Schools  at  the  moment 
exist.  ...(d)  The  next  category  of  defective 
child  to  be  considered  is  that  of  the  delicate 
and  pre-tubercular  child,  for  whom  Open  Air 
Schools  are  required.  In  conclusion,  authori- 
ties are  referred  to  paragraphs  153  to  158  of 
the  Report  for  1923  of  the  Board's  Chief 
Medical  Officer,  where  the  whole  question  of 
the  provision  of  new  Special  Schools  is 
discussed  in  detail. 

Owing  to  pressure  on  our  space,  the  usual 
contribution  to  "  Personalities  in  the  World  of 
the  Blind  "  has  this  month  been  omitted.  It 
is  hoped  to  resume  the  series  in  our  next  issue. 

— Editor. 

*         *         * 

THERE  will  be  two  Flag  Days  in  aid  of 
the  Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind  Babies, 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  as  follows  : — 
Sept.  26  in  the  outlying  districts  of  London. 
Oct.  2  in  the  West  End  of  London. 
Helpers  are  urgently  needed  in  all  districts. 
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THE    EMPLOYMENT    OF   THE 
BLIND 

WE  have  read  with  interest  an  article  on 
"  The  Employment  of  the  Blind,"  by 
the  Rev.  R.  V.  Mills,  which  appeared  in  the 
June  issue  of  the  Fortnightly  Review.  In  this 
article  Mr.  Mills  gives  his  readers  statistical 
information  regarding  the  numbers  of  em- 
ployable and  unemployable  blind  persons  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  enumerates  three 
principles  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  in 
regulating  the  employment  of  the  blind, 
namely  : — 

"  i.  The  worker  must  produce  as  much  as 
he  can,  consistently  with  the  handicap  imposed 
on  him  by  his  infirmity.  The  relative  produc- 
tive capacity  of  blind  and  sighted  persons  varies 
from  about  one-half  to  one-eighth,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  industry.  This  applies 
much  more  to  the  quantity  than  to  the  quality 
'  of  the  work,  in  which  latter  the  difference 
should  not  be  nearly  so  great.  In  some 
industries  the  blind  worker  cannot  himself 
complete  the  article,  and  a  sighted  '  finisher  ' 
has  to  be  employed.  This,  of  course,  increases 
the  expense  of  employing  the  blind,  but  should 
not  be  taken  into  account  in  calculating  their 
wages.  These  should  be  assessed  according 
to  the  time  required  by  blind  and  sighted 
persons  respectively  for  doing  that  portion 
of  the  work  which  a  blind  man  can  do.  If, 
e.g.,  it  takes  a  blind  worker  three  times  as  long 
as  it  would  take  a  sighted  one  to  make  certain 
portions  of  a  brush  or  basket,  the  wages  of  the 
former  should  be  three  times  as  much  as  those 
of  the  latter.  The  difficulty  of  estimating  the 
relative  capacity  arises  mainly  from  the  fact 
that  there  are  different  degrees  of  blindness 
which  make  it  impossible  to  prescribe  a  definite 
ratio.  This  might  be  met  by  a  provision  that 
blind  workers,  at  the  conclusion  of  their 
training,  should  be  classified  by  experts,  and 
their  remuneration  fixed  according  to  their 
class." 

Mr.  Mills  considers  that,  in  the  case  of  blind 
workers,  the  augmentation  of  wages  is  more 
easily  computed  when  payment  is  reckoned 
by  time  and  not  by  piecework. 

"  2.  Articles  made  by  the  blind  should  be 
placed  on  the  market  in  the  same  way  and  sold 
at  the  same  prices  as  those  made  by  sighted 
workers.  It  is  therefore  essential  that  the  out- 
put of  these  things  shall  be  regulated  by  the 
same  laws  of  supply  and  demand  that  govern 
the  conduct  of  ordinary  business.  This  raises 
the    question    whether    there    is    a    sufficient 


demand  for  such  articles  as  the  blind  can  make 
to  give  continuous  employment  to  their  pro- 
ducers. From  such  information  as  I  have 
been  able  to  collect,  it  seems  that  this  is  so.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  it  is,  for  I  could  not  advo- 
cate the  compensation  of  blind  artisans  for 
want  of  work  to  any  further  extent  than  that 
now  given  to  sighted  workers.  If  this  is  to 
be  done  at  all  it  must  clearly  be  a  matter  of 
benevolence,  not  of  business." 

3.  The  difference  between  the  wages 
earned  by  a  blind  worker  and  those  that  would 
be  paid  to  a  sighted  worker  for  the  same  work 
must  be  provided  from  outside  sources,  and 
the  writer  gives  consideration  to  the  question 
whether  the  large  sum  thus  involved  should  be 
contributed  by  private  charity  or  by  the  State, 
arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  most  desir- 
able course  would  be  to  provide  employment 
for  the  blind  from  private  charity,  but  that, 
should  such  charity  prove  to  be  insufficient, 
the  State  should  step  in  and  undertake  the 
work.  In  other  words,  the  solution  is  to  be 
sought  in  the  co-operation  of  private  and 
public  effort,  which  recent  legislation  has 
rendered    "  not  only  possible  but  fairly  easy." 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 

A  COURSE  consisting  of  lectures  accom- 
panied by  demonstrations  and  practical 
exercises  for  teachers  of  blind  and  of  semi- 
sighted  children  and  for  workers  with  the 
adult  blind  will  be  held  at  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  from  Friday,  October  2nd,  to 
Saturday,  January  16th.  This  course  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Graduate  School  of  Education 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education,  Division  of  the 
Blind,  and  of  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Inquiries  concerning  the  aims,  scope  and 
content  of  the  course  should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Director  of  Perkins 
Institution   for  the   Blind,  Watertown,  Mass. 


BIBLE    IN    34   VOLUMES 

THE  complete  Bible  in  Braille  type, 
printed  in  Japanese  characters,  is  now 
available  for  the  blind.  It  comprises  thirty- 
four  volumes  containing  a  total  of  4,106  pages, 
the  whole  making  a  pile  of  over  four  feet  in 
height  if  the  volumes  were  placed  one  on  top 
of  the  other. 

Five    hundred    and    seventy-six    of    these 
Braille  type  Bibles  were  distributed  in  Japan 
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and  Korea  last  year  by  the  American  Bible 
Association,  which  set  a  record  for  the  circula- 
tion of  Bible  and  Biblical  tracts  with  a  total 
sale  and  distribution  for  the  year  of  771,774. 

Braille  type  was  first  introduced  into  Japan 
twenty-three  years  ago  with  the  distribution  by 
the  American  Bible  Society  of  the  Gospel  of 
St.  John  printed  in  this  type. 


NOTES 
FROM    BRANCH    SECRETARIES 

Eastern  Branch. — One  of  the  blind 
organisers  attached  to  this  branch  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  has  had  some 
unique  experiences  both  before  and  during  the 
War,  which  will  be  of  interest  to  readers. 

William  P.  Tyrrell  was  born  at  Harwich,  in 
Essex,  and  was  trained  at  St.  George's  School 
for  the  Blind,  London.  He  never  permitted 
the  idea  of  his  blindness  to  darken  his  life,  and 
from  boyhood  he  adopted  the  attitude  of  a 
sighted  person.  In  1896,  Mr.  Tyrrell  jumped 
from  the  quayside  and  saved  a  lad  from 
drowning.  Again,  in  1897,  he  jumped  from 
the  Harwich  Coastguard's  station  and  saved 
the  life  of  another  boy.  In  1898,  he  effected 
a  third  rescue  from  the  R.N.  shipyard. 

In  1898  he  founded  the  519th  Company  of 
the  Church  Lads'  Brigade,  now  known  as  the 
K.R.R.  cadets.  He  himself  formed  a  company 
band,  and  he  now  claims  to  be  the  only  blind 
bandmaster  of  a  brass  or  bugle  band  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  War,  Mr.  Tyrrell 
expressed  anxiety  to  do  something  for  his 
country.  He  became  attached  to  the  Harwich 
Fire  Brigade,  quickly  acquainted  himself  with 
all  the  fire  appliances,  and  was  able  to  find 
them  in  the  dark  more  speedily  than  could  his 
sighted  companions.  On  one  occasion  he  was 
left  in  charge  of  the  fire  station  for  seven  days 
when  the  station  officer  was  away  on  leave. 
He  carried  out  his  duties  in  an  efficient  manner, 
and  was  presented  with  a  medal  bearing  the 
following  Inscription : — 

"  Presented  by  the  Corporation  of  Harwich 
to  Fireman  W.  P.  Tyrrell,  in  appreciation  of 
the  admirable  way  in  which  he  carried  out  his 
duties  in  the  Fire  Brigade  during  the  Great 
War.  Called  out  on  145  occasions;  108  air- 
raid alarms  by  fire  calls,  1914-18." 


CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  with  interest  and  approval 
that  I  note  the  letter  from  a  German  corres- 
pondent appearing  in  your  issue  for  June 
touching  on  the  possibility  of  an  interchange  of 
picked  students  from  British  and  German 
schools  for  the  blind,  the  purpose  of  such 
interchange  being  opportunity  of  perfection 
in  the  language  of  either  country. 

The  exchange  system  as  applied  to  education 
has  been  going  on  throughout  the  British 
Empire  for  some  years  past.  Canada  receives 
large  numbers  of  British  teachers  and  sends 
over  an  equal  number  to  the  Motherland  to 
fill  vacancies  thus  caused.  Likewise  an  ex- 
change takes  place  between  Canada  and  New 
Zealand,  and  so  it  goes.  Great  benefit  to  all 
parties  results  on  account  of  personal 
contact,  travel  and  many  other  means  of 
broadening  and  deepening  culture  and 
receiving  information.  A  somewhat  analo- 
gous situation  is  found  in  the  exchange  of 
professors  between  universities  in  Great 
Britain  and  Europe  and  America  ;  while  the 
Rhodes  scholarships  draw  annually  very 
many  overseas  and  American  students  to 
Oxford  to  become  acquainted  with,  and  learn 
to  admire,  British  civilization  at  one  of  its 
chief  fountain  heads.  Why  could  a  similar 
idea  not  be  made  possible  in  the  educational 
world  of  the  blind  ?  I  take  it  that  money 
would  be  the  chief  consideration,  and  one 
possibly  difficult  of  resolution.  But  were  the 
N.I.B.  seriously  to  undertake  the  solution  of 
the  problem,  I  have  no  doubt  its  efforts 
would  be  crowned  with  success.  My  wishes 
at  any  rate  are  heartily  in  accord  with  those 
of  Mr.  Midler.  Esperanto  is  a  good  substitute 
where  a  knowledge  of  real  language  is  absent, 
but  how  much  better  it  would  be  were  we 
able  to  converse  freely  with  a  Frenchman  in 
French,  with  a  German  in  German,  and  so  on. 
Let  us  keep  this  exchange  idea  in  mind  and 
work  and  hope  for  the  realisation  of  the  idea. 


Library  Dept., 
142  College  St., 

Toronto. 


(Signed)  S.  C.  Swift, 

Chief  Librarian. 
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abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  Us.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  Gd.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine.— The  Culprit,  by  W.  R.  Robertson 
— The  Tenderfoot,  by  H.  K.  Derry  (Chambers'  Journal) — 
The  First  Railway  Signal. — Insect  Cannibals — Seven  Miles 
Up — Washing  Britain's  Face — The  First  Census  since 
Solomon.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad  9s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  tvpe.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  3d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


"A    PEOPLE'S    LIFE    OF    CHRIST" 

Through  the  kindness  of  a  donor  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  the  National  Institute  has  a  limited  number  of 
copies  of  "  A  People's  Life  of  Christ,"  by  J.  Patterson- 
Smvth,  complete  in  four  volumes,  for  presentation  to  Blind 
Clergymen,  Teachers,  Institutions  and  Libraries. 

The  work  will  be  published  during  the  next  few  weeks, 
and  applications  for  free  copies  should  be  sent  to  the  Sec- 
retary-General, National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-6-8, 
Great  Portland  Street,  W.l. 

If  requests  are  not  met  it  must  be  understood  that  the 
supply  is  exhausted. 


THE    MASSAGE    JOURNAL 

In  response  to  a  very  large  demand  from  practising 
masseurs  and  masseuses  all  over  the  country,  it  has  been 
decided  to  republish  the  Massage  Journal.  The  present 
issue  of  September,  1925,  will  form  the  first  of  the  new 
series  of  this  journal,  which  is  devoted  to  the  professiona  1 
interests  of  qualified  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses.  The 
price  is  6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post  free. 

All  advertisements  for  the  Beacon  should 
reach  the  Editor  by  the  i6th  of  the  month 
previous  to  that  of  publication. 
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ELOCUTION    COMPETITION 

IN   AID    OF 

"SUNSHINE"  HOMES  FOR  BLIND  BABIES, 

Conducted  by  the  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  224/8,  Gt.  Portland  St.,  W.l 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 


CLASS  "A."     (Girls  and  Boys  under  8  years  at  date  of  entry). 

Preliminary — "The  Lamplighter,"  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

(The  Golden  Staircase,  Part  i,  T.  C.  &  E.  C.  Jack). 
Final — "My  Kingdom,"  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

(The  Golden  Staircase,  Part  2,  T.  C.  &  E.  C.  Jack). 

CLASS  "B."     (Girls  and  Boys  from  9  to  14  years). 

Preliminary — "A  Song  to  Mithras,"  by  Rudyard  Kipling. 

(Songs  from  Books) 
Final — "Fear"  or  "Song  of  the  Little  Hunter,"  by  Rudyard  Kipling. 

(The  Second  Jungle  Book,  or  Pertwee's  Reciter's  Treasury  of  Verse,  1924  edition). 

CLASS  "C."     (Girls  and  Boys  from  14  to  18  years). 

Preliminary — Girls — "Cheated  Elsie,"  by  Francis  Thompson. 

(The  Daffodil  Poetry  Book,  Sidgwick  &  Jackson). 
Preliminary — Boys — "War  Song  of  the  Saracens,"  by  J.  Elroy  Flecker. 

(Pertwee's  Treasury  of  Verse,  1924  edition). 
Final — Girls  and  Boys — "A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream" — Shakespeare,  Act  II,  Scene  II, 
from  "Thou  rememberest  once  I  sat"  to  "Round  the  Earth  in  forty  minutes." 

CLASS  "D."     (Over  18  years). 

Preliminary — Ladies — "A  Woman's  Last  Word,"  by  Robert  Browning. 

Final — "Antony  and  Cleopatra  "-  -Shakespeare,  Act  V,  Scene  II,  from  "  This  is  the  brief" 

to  "Not  so — adieu." 
Preliminary — Gentlemen — "The  Choice,"  by  Alfred  Noyes,  to  "I  claim  you  still  as  my 

friend"  but  omitting  verses  4  and  6.     (Pertwee's  Reciter's  Treasury,  1924  edition). 
Final — "Julius    Caesar," — Shakespeare,  Act    III,    Scene    II,    Speech   of   Brutus — from 

"Romans,  Countrymen  and  Lovers  "  to  "I  pause  for  a  reply." 


PRELIMINARIES   will   be   held   in    the    Armitage    Hall    of   the    National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  224/8  Gt.  Portland  Street,  W.l 

On  Saturday,  November  14th  and  Saturday,  November  21st. 
FINAL  on  Saturday,  November  28th. 

ENTRANCE  FEE  TO  PRELIMINARY— 5/- ;  a  further  2/6  to  be  charged  to  all  Competitors   passed   to   the 
Final. 

REWARDS — A  silver  and  bronze  medal  in  each  class  to  1st  and  2nd  Competitors  ;  an  Honours  Certificate  to 
all  competitors  securing  75%  of  the  total  marks.     A  card  of  marks  to  all  Competitors. 


COMMITTEE    OF   JUDGES 

Mrs.  ACTON  BOND  Miss  SYBIL  THORNDIKE  Mr.  CHAS.    FRY 

Miss  LILIAN  BRAITHWAITE         Miss  MADGE  TITHERADGE  Mr.  BASIL  GILL 

Miss  LOUIE  BAGLEY  Mr.  ACTON  BOND  Mr.  FEWLASS  LLEWELLYN 

Madame  GINNETT  Mr.  FRANKLIN  DYALL  Mr.  BASSETT  ROE 

Mr.  FRANK  RIDLEY  Mr.  WM.  STEWART 


Priated  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington,  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 
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MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — 

6715  "  Whoso  dwelleth  under  the  defence  of  the  Most  High  "  (Anthem),  by  Martin  (Vertical  Score 

6716  "  The  Souls  of  the  Righteous  "  (Short  Anthem  for  Memorial  occasions),  by  Edward  Watson  (Vertical  Score 

6717  "  Christus  "  (an  unfinished  Oratorio),  by  Mendelssohn  (Vertical  Score) 
Organ — 

6718  "  Carillon  in  C,"  by  W.  Faulkes  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6719  "  Paques  Fleuries,"  by  Mailly  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6720  "  Swedish  Wedding  March,"  by  Sodermann  (arr.  by  Pearce)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

6721  "  Sonata  No.  27,"  in  E  minor,  Op.  90,  Macpherson's  edition,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 

6722  "  Valse  Romantique,"  by  Borowski  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6723  "  A  Sncpherdess  in  Porcelain,"  Slow  Minuet,  by  Harold  Craxton  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6724  "  Preludes  and  Pieces  in  Gaelic  Modes,"  Part  I,  by  C.  Hardebeck  (Bar  by  bar) 

6725  "  Peasant  Dance,"  by  Ketelbey  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  ... 

6726  "  Six  Characteristic  Pieces,"  by  Markham  Lee  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6727  "  Finnish  Lullaby,"  by  Palmgren  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6728  "  L'Espiegle,"  Op.  125,  No.  3,  by  Raff  (Bar  by  bar)  

6729  "  Minuetto,"  from  Second  Fantasia,  Op.  78,  by  Schubert  (Bar  by  bar) 

6730  Overture  "  Oberon,"  by  Weber  (arr.  by  Pauer)  (Bar  by  bar) 
Dance — 

6731  "  Rose  Marie,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Friml  and  Stothart  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6732  "  By  the  Lake,"  Vocal  Dance,  by  A.  Lange  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6733  "  Shanghai,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6734  "  June  brought  the  Roses,"  Waltz-Song,  by  J.  Openshaw  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6735  "  Good  Morrow,  Gossip  Joan  !  "  by  A.  L.  (D,  Compass  A  to  G'),  pocket  size 

6736  "  One  little  one  more,"  by  T.  C.  Sterndale  Bennett  (E  flat,  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6737  "  She  alone  charmeth  my  sadness  "  (from  "  Irene  "),  by  Gounod  (G,  Compass  A  to  F'  natural) 

6738  "  Macgregor's  Gathering,"  by  A.  Moffat  (arr.  by)  (C,  Compass  C  to  G'),  pocket  size 

6739  "  Vale,"  by  Kennedy  Russell  (A  flat,  Compass  C  to  F'),  pocket  size 

6740  "  Devonshire  Cream  and  Cider,"  by  Sanderson  (D,  Compass  A  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6741  "  Roundabouts  and  Swings,"  by  Geoffrey  Shaw  (C,  Compass  C  to  E  )     .  . 
Musical  Monologue — 

6742  "  The  Soliloquy  of  an  old  Piano,"  by  Leslie  Harris,  pocket  size    .  .  .  .  

Two-Part  Song — 

6743  "  A  Hymn  of  the  Home-land,"  by  Sullivan  (arranged  for  Soprano  and  Contralto  by  T.  H.  Warner) 
Three-Part  Song — 

6744  "  How  merrily  we  live  "  (S.S.A.),  by  M.  Este  (Open  and  Vertical  Scores) 
Theory — 

6673     Revised  Key  to  the  Braille  Music  Notation,  1922  (Letterpress  edition) 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


Religious  and  Devotional — 
5743-4     The  Gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew,  2  vols 

Fiction — 
6451-3     "  A  Dog  with  a  Bad  Name,"  by  Talbot  Baines  Reed,  3  vols. 


per  vol.  3  11 
per  vol.  9     6 


VOL.  IX.— NO.  106. 


OCTOBER,   1925. 


Price  3d. 

3S.  PER  ANNUM.   POST  FRIl 


NATIONAL    INSTITUTE    FOR   THE    BLIND 

ANNUAL   REPORT 


N  interesting  account  of  the 
numerous  and  far-reaching  activities 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  is  contained  in  the  Annual 
Report  which  is  now  to  hand. 
During  the  period  under  review 
many  branches  of  the  work  began 
to  resume  the  wider  scope  of 
former  years,  and  progress  is 
reported  in  all  directions.  Details 
of  the  activities  of  each  department 
are  furnished,  but  the  following  preliminary 
analysis  of  certain  branches  of  the  work  is  of 
interest : — 

Number  of  Braille  books,  periodicals, 
music,  etc.,  published 

Number  of  Moon  books,  periodicals, 
etc.,  published 

Number  of  hand-made  Braille  books 
prepared  for  Students'  Library 

Amount  paid  in  salaries  and  wages  to 
blind  employees 

Amount  of  financial  assignments  and 
allocations  made  to  local  Institu- 
tions for  the  Blind 

Amount  distributed  by  the  Greater 
London  Fund  to  Metropolitan  Insti- 
tutions for  the  Blind 

Number  of  Af  ter-Care  cases  dealt  with 

Amount  paid  in  relief  to  blind  poor, 
etc. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Home  Teach- 
ers to  the  blind  in  their  own  homes 

Value  of  gifts  made  to  the  blind,  in- 
cluding value  of  reductions  on  prices 

Amount  paid  in  training  fees 

Amount  expended  on  care  and  training 
of  blind  babies  (not  including  Capi- 
tal Expenditure) 

Amount  spent  in  training  and  After- 
Care,  etc.,  of  blind  masseurs 


2.221,072 

since 

1915 

229.158 

„ 

1915 

6,125 

5) 

1919 

£233,693 

55 

1921 

£269,141 


1915 


£46,100  , 
9,012  , 

,  1921 
,  1916 

£129,969  , 

,  1915 

370,142  , 

,  1919 

£45,377  „  1918 
£25,471  „  1918 

£23,356  , 

,  1917 

£13,321  , 

,  1916 

Books  and  Periodicals. 

The  publication  of  embossed  literature 
continues  to  form  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  Institute's  work,  and  the  year's 
increased  output  of  Braille  literature  causes 
great  satisfaction.  At  the  present  time  the 
Institute  is  practically  working  to  full  capacity 
in  the  production  of  Braille  books,  periodicals 
and  music.  The  work  of  the  Publishing 
Department  has  been  considerably  assisted 
during  the  period  under  review  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Publications  Committee,  and  it  is  of 
interest  to  recall  that  a  Consultative  Com- 
mittee including  many  distinguished  men  of 
letters  advises  as  to  the  works  published  in 
embossed  type.  The  number  of  books  and 
periodicals  in  Braille  and  Moon  types  pub- 
lished during  the  period  under  review  is  as 
follows  : — 

Braille  Publications. 

Bound  volumes           7,028 

Book  pamphlets,  instruction  cards  and  alphabets  17,092 

Magazines 136,485 

Newspapers 109,364 

Bhaille  Book  Plates  produced 
Literature,  including  magazines   and  newspapers        19,856 

Moon  Publications 
Bound  volumes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,829 

Book  pamphlets,  magazines  and  newspapers        .  .         42,174 

Moon  Book  Plates  produced 
Literature,  including  magazines  and  newspapers. .  3,790 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following 
books,  pieces  of  music  and  apparatus  to  the 
value  of  : — 

Braille  £1,095 

Moon  £808 

were  supplied  free  of  all  cost  to  libraries  for 
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the  blind  for  free   circulation  amongst  their 

readers  : — 

Braille  volumes           .  .          .  .          .  .  .  .  .  .  988 

„       pamphlets       .  .          .  .          .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

„       magazines  and  newspapers  . .  .  .  438 

Music  volumes            .  .          .  .          .  .  .  .  .  .  176 

„      pamphlets        .  .          ....  .  .  .  .  1,576 

Moon  volumes             .  .           .  .           .  .  .  .  .  .  1,600 

,,       pamphlets         .  .           .  .           .  .  .  .  . .  21 

,,       magazines  and  newspapers    .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

Since  1918-19  the  total  number  of  volumes, 
pieces  of  music,  pamphlets,  magazines,  etc., 
presented  to  free  circulating  libraries  for  the 
blind  amounts  to  52,761. 

Last  year  the  total  value  of  concessions  in 
prices  of  Braille  books,  periodicals,  music, 
apparatus,  etc.,  and  Moon  publications,  to- 
gether with  free  gifts  of  the  same  to  those 
unable  to  afford  to  purchase  them  (not  inclu- 
ding gifts  to  circulating  libraries  mentioned 
above),  amounted  to  £6,450. 

The  periodicals  printed  in  embossed  type 
continue  to  form  an  important  feature  of  the 
editorial  work.  They  embrace  a  wide  range 
of  taste,  and  a  large  number  of  appreciatory 
letters  testify  to  the  pleasure  with  which  they 
are  hailed  by  blind  readers.  Blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses  will  be  interested  to  hear  that 
the  publication  of  the  Massage  Journal  has  been 
resumed. 

Students'  Library  and  Manuscript  De- 
partment. 
There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the 
provision  of  additional  volumes  to  the 
Students'  Library  of  special  hand-written 
books  in  Braille  transcribed  by  voluntary 
workers.  During  the  year  776  volumes  have 
been  received  from  this  Department's  volun- 
tary workers.  Up  to  the  end  of  March,  114 
candidates  entered  for  the  Braille  examination, 
which  all  voluntary  writers  are  required  to 
pass  before  undertaking  the  preparation  of  a 
Braille  book.  Of  these  43  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining their  certificates.  A  record  number  of 
applications  for  embossed  Christmas  cards  is 
reported,  nearly  500  having  been  supplied  to 
purchasers. 

Music  Department. 

The  year's  output  of  music  of  all  kinds  was 
as  follows  : — 

Music  plates  embossed  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2,042 

Music  volumes,  collection  of  pieces,  text-books,  etc., 

published 1,899 

Music  pamphlets  (the  Braille  equivalent  of  sheet 

music)  published    .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,412 

All  these  figures  show  an  increase  on  those 
of  last  year,  while  the  minimum  price  of  music, 
after  allowing  for  a  75  per  cent,  reduction  to 


blind  purchasers  in  Great  Britain,  has  been 
reduced  from  1/-  to  6d.  A  new  catalogue  in 
Braille  of  the  Music  Publications  is  on  sale  at 
6d.  per  section,  and  a  letterpress  edition  of  the 
Revised  Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation  is 
available  at  5/-  per  copy.  A  third  book  of 
Carols,  the  words  of  which  were  written  by 
blind  people  and  the  compositions  supplied  by 
eminent  organists,  have  been  issued.  All  three 
Carol  Books  can  be  supplied  free  of  cost  to 
those  willing  to  organise  services,  etc.,  in  aid 
of  the  Institute. 
Apparatus. 

During  the  year  great  care  and  attention 
have  been  bestowed  on  improving  and  per- 
fecting all  the  apparatus  provided  for  the  use 
of  the  blind.  The  present  supply  of  games  is 
about  to  be  increased,  and  extensive  experiments 
are  being  conducted  regarding  the  production 
of  relief  maps.  The  practice  of  loaning 
educational  models  to  schools  for  the  blind 
has  been  continued  with  great  success. 

Assignments  and  Allocations  to  Local 
Institutions. 
The  policy  of  co-operating  with  local 
societies  and  institutions  for  the  blind  all  over 
the  country  has  been  continued.  During  the 
period  under  review  closer  co-operation  has 
been  arranged  with  the  Midland  group  of 
Institutions  for  the  Blind,  of  which  Birming- 
ham is  the  centre.  Under  the  new  arrangement 
the  collection  of  funds  is  managed  by  a  Com- 
mittee, on  which  the  Midland  Institution  and 
the  National  Institute  are  represented,  the 
Institute  receiving  for  national  work  an  agreed 
portion  of  the  net  amount  collected  by  the 
Committee's  operations.  During  the  period 
under  review,  assignments  and  allocations 
amounting  to  £23,180  19s.  7d.  (in  addition  to 
£13,500  distributed  to  Metropolitan  Institu- 
tions and  Societies  by  the  Greater  London 
Fund  for  the  Blind)  have  been  distributed. 

Greater  London  Fund   for  the  Blind. 

The  activities  of  the  Greater  London  Fund 
have  extended  in  every  direction  during  the 
period  under  review.  The  sum  of  £24,000 
was  allocated  by  the  Fund  to  the  participating 
Institutions,  and  that  of  £1,500  was  distributed 
in  special  grants  to  other  Societies.  Ten  new 
Circles  of  Helpers  of  the  Blind  have  been 
formed,  and  the  blind  artistes  connected  with 
the  Fund  have  given  most  successful  concerts 
in  all  parts  of  London.  The  publicity  value  of 
this  side  of  the  work  finds  expression  not  only 
in  direct  financial  results,  but  in  the  number  of 
voluntary  workers  who  are  attracted  to  the 
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cause    and    whose    services    are    particularly 
valuable  on  Geranium  Day. 

Ex-Service  Men's  Fund. 

Two  years  ago  a  Fund  was  established  under 
the  immediate  care  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Institute,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
for  the  training  and  after-care  of  men  who  are 
blind  or  who  may  become  blind  on  returning 
to  civilian  life  after  discharge  from  His 
Majesty's  Forces,  and  blind  dependants  of 
serving  and  ex-service  men.  The  cases 
covered  by  this  Fund  include  those  of  blind 
ex-soldiers  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are 
ineligible  for  assistance  by  St.  Dunstan's  and 
have  no  pension.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  approximately  90  men  on  the  Institute's 
books,  to  say  nothing  of  their  dependants. 

Blind  Babies'  Homes. 

A  third  Sunshine  Home  was  opened  during 
the  year  at  Leamington  Spa.  As  far  as  possible 
.children  are  admitted  to  the  three  Homes  from 
the  districts  in  which  they  are  respectively 
situate.  The  National  Institute  is  constantly 
endeavouring  to  perfect  the  system  of  edu- 
cation and  general  training  which  prevails  at 
these  Homes,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that 
"  Sunshine "  babies  invariably  take  high 
positions  in  the  schools  for  the  blind  to  which 
they  are  transferred  on  attaining  the  age  of  five 
years.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Board 
of  Education  now  authorises  the  retention  in 
the  Homes  of  children  over  the  age  of  five  and 
up  to  the  age  of  seven  in  cases  where  further 
training  is  desirable,  and  also  in  cases  where 
for  some  reason  there  are  no  immediate 
vacancies  in  local  schools  for  the  blind. 

Chorley  Wood  College. 

There  are  30  pupils  at  this  College,  which 
continues  to  progress  in  a  highly  satisfactory 
manner.  The  President  is  H.R.H.  Princess 
Mary  Viscountess  Lascelles,  and  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Institute  now  constitutes  a 
Board  of  Governors  to  the  College. 

Massage  Department. 

The  activities  of  the  Massage  Department 
were  well  maintained  during  the  year.  Men 
and  women  students  successfully  qualified  in 
massage,  medical  gymnastics  and  medical 
electricity,  and  the  four  scholarships  founded 
by  Gardner's  Trust  for  training  in  massage 
were  all  taken  up  during  the  period  under 
review.  The  total  number  of  blind  civilian 
masseurs  and  masseuses  on  the  register  is  100. 
Mr.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed  to   undertake   the   editorial   work   in 


connection  with  the  Massage  Library,  and  Mr. 
P.  L.  Way,  C.S.M.M.G.,  has  been  appointed 
advisor  to  post-graduate  students  and  prac- 
tising blind  masseurs  and  masseuses,  as  to  the 
treatment  of  patients  and  the  selection  of  books. 

After-Care  Department. 

The  work  of  the  After-Care  Department 
has  been  of  permanent  service  to  a  very  large 
number  of  sightless  persons  throughout  the 
country.  In  the  period  under  review  680  new 
cases  were  dealt  with,  and  the  number  of  visits 
paid  amounted  approximately  to  550.  Gifts  to 
the  value  of  £639  12s.  6d.  were  made,  ex- 
cluding the  special  Christmas  effort,  by  which 
400  persons  in  London  alone  were  provided 
with  parcels,  apart  from  those  distributed 
through  the  branches  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  A  sum  of  £5,918  19s.  od.  was  ex- 
pended in  relief,  besides  which  additional 
assistance  has  been  secured  for  blind  persons. 
Training  fees  and  grants  for  higher  education 
amounted  to  £1,524  4s.  3d.  The  sum  ex- 
pended through  the  ex-Service  Men's  Fund 
amounted  to  £971  15s.  6d.  Augmentation  of 
wages  to  the  value  of  £3,923  is.  os.  was 
supplied. 

Home  Industries. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  Home  Industries' 

Department  can  be  gauged  from  the  following 

figures  : — 

1922/23    1923/24  1924/25 
(six  months) 

Number  of  home  workers  on  regi- 
ster 

Sales 

Value  of  goods   purchased   from 
home  workers 

Value   of   goods   purchased   from 
workshops  for  the  blind 

Amount  expended  in  purchase  of 
materials 

Amount  paid  to  home  workers  to 
augment  their  earnings 

Materials  for  the  work  in  which  the  blind 
who  come  under  the  scheme  are  engaged  are 
now  bought  in  quantities  on  the  most  advan- 
tageous terms  and  are  stored  at  the  Institute's 
premises  at  Redhill,  Surrey.  In  addition  to 
supplying  materials  at  cost  price,  the  Institute 
pays  carriage  and  allows  extensive  credit. 

The  Institute  has  travelling  instructors  in 
basketry  and  knitting,  and,  as  a  result  of  their 
efforts,  the  standard  of  work  produced  by  the 
home  workers  in  question  has  greatly  im- 
proved. During  the  period  under  review  the 
Institute  has  been  able  to  place  orders  with 
seven  workshops  for  the  blind  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.     By  means  of  grants  made  by 
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local  authorities,  on  whose  behalf  the  Institute 
is  operating,  a  sum  of  £1,3  50  has  been  received 
by  home  workers  as  an  addition  to  their 
earnings.  A  recent  development  of  the 
department  is  the  formation  of  a  Sick  Club, 
the  benefits  of  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Blind  Employees. 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  there  are  at 
present  in  the  employ  of  the  Institute  236 
blind  persons,  including  five  heads  of  depart- 
ments, to  whom  last  year  a  sum  of  £53,000 
was  paid  in  salaries  and  wages. 

Guild  of  Blind  Gardeners. 

The  affiliation  has  taken  place  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  the  Guild  of  Blind 
Gardeners.  The  address  of  the  Guild  will  be 
that  of  the  Institute,  and  the  Institute  will 
assist  the  Guild  financially. 

College  and  Association  of  Teachers  of 
the  Blind. 

The  Institute  continues  to  assist  the  College 
and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind 
by  affording  office  accommodation  and 
allowing  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Institute 
to  act  as  Honorary  Registrar  of  the  College. 
The  work  of  the  College  and  Association  is 
now  extended  to  include  the  examination  not 
only  of  school  teachers,  but  of  home  teachers 
of  the  blind,  and  a  very  large  number  of  the 
latter  are  presenting  themselves  for  examination. 

Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home. 

The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  Con- 
valescent and  Holiday  Home  at  St.  Leonards- 
on-Sea,  provided  by  the  Dickens  Fellowship, 
was  opened  in  July.  The  Home  accommodates 
5  o  people,  and,  when  possible,  a  sighted  relative 
or  friend  is  allowed  to  accompany  the  blind 
visitor  and  to  act  as  a  guide  and  companion. 

Guest-Houses  and  Homes. 

At  Hoole  Bank,  Chester,  there  was  an 
average  of  25  blind  residents  during  the 
year.  At  the  Brighton  Home  for  Blind 
Women  the  average  number  registered  was 
18.  The  Blind  Women's  Hostel  at  40 
Langham  Street,  London,  continues  to  render 
useful  service  to  blind  employees  and  to  blind 
women  students  now  studying  at  the  Institute's 
School  of  Massage. 

Special  reports  of  the  Clifton  Home  for 
Blind  Women,  the  Home  Teaching  Society  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Moon  Society  are  published, 
and  will  be  reviewed  in  these  pages  shortly. 

It  is  announced  that  the  following  new 
Committees  have  been  constituted  during  the 


period  under  review  : — Publications  Com- 
mittee, Finance  Committee,  Education  Com- 
mittee, Home  Industries  Committee,  and 
Technical  and  Research  Committee.  These 
are  in  addition  to  the  Committees  which 
existed  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  under 
review,  namely,  the  Standing  Committee,  the 
Homes  Committee,  and  the  After-Care  Com- 
mittee. The  revival  of  the  Technical  and 
Research  Committee  is  noted  with  satisfaction. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  the 
following  appointments  have  been  made  : — 
Miss  Laura  Douglas-Hamilton  and  Mr.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  formerly  members  of  the 
Executive  Council,  have  been  elected  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Institute.  Mrs.  Stanley 
Baldwin,  Mr.  Ormond  H.  Blyth,  Mr.  J. 
Mulhall,  Sir  Richard  Paget,  Bt.^  Mr.  T.  H. 
Tylor,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Wood  have  been  ap- 
pointed members  of  the  Executive  Council. 

In  closing  their  Report  the  Committee  ex- 
tend to  all  supporters  and  to  those  who  feel 
interested  in  the  work  an  open  invitation  to 
visit  the  Headquarters  of  the  Institute  at 
224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  and  to  witness 
the  multifarious  activities  in  progress  there. 


THE   NATIONAL    INSTITUTE 
ORGAN    RECITAL     SCHEME 

THE  National  Institute  Organ  Recital 
scheme  commenced  its  autumn  pro- 
gramme by  arranging  for  a  series  of  nine 
recitals  by  blind  organists  at  St.  Clement 
Danes,  Strand,  in  connection  with  the  regular 
Luncheon  Hour  Series  (1.10)  at  this  Church. 

The    organists    for     October     will    be     as 
follows  : — 
Mr.    H.    V.    Spanner,    Mus.    Bac,    F.R.C.O., 

L.R.A.M.  (Oct.  7th). 
Mr.  Wm.  Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac.  (Oct.  14th). 
Mr.  W.  L.  Wilson,  A.R.C.O.  (Oct.  21st). 
Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O.  (Oct.  28th). 

Other  fixtures  for  October  are  at  St.  Michael's, 
Watford,  on  Wednesday,  21st,  at  8  o'clock,  and 
at  St.  Michael's,  Brixton,  on  Sunday  evening, 
October  25  th. 

**> 

THE  Rev.  Canon  Gedge,  the  blind  priest 
who  is  now  Rector  of  Crayford,  was,, 
on  leaving  Gravesend,  presented  with  a 
cheque  for  £180,  a  gold  watch-chain  and  cross,, 
and  an  album  in  which  are  printed  in  Braille 
the  names  of  the  subscribers. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

HENRY    ROWED 


MONG  the  blind  musicians  whose 
careers  have  formed  the  subject  of 
former  articles  in  The  Beacon,  none 
can  claim  a  longer  or  more  varied 
record  than  that  of  Henry  Rowed, 
who  celebrated  his  8ist  birth- 
day on  June  15  th  of  this  year. 
Within  three  weeks  of  birth  he  had 
become  blind  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, though  an  operation  when 
he  was  ten  years  of  age  restored 
just  sufficient  sight  to 
enable  him  to  walk 
about  with  comparative 
safety. 

■  In  August,  1849,  he 
entered  the  Swiss  Cot- 
tage School,  London, 
and  left  in  June,  185 1, 
having  learnt  to  read. 
In  January,  1856,  he 
went  to  the  Bristol 
Institution,  where  he 
remained  exactly  two 
years  and  where  he 
acquired  some  know- 
ledge of  singing  and 
choir  work  generally, 
together  with  a  good 
grounding  in  harmony, 
etc.  He  had  already, 
at  home,  learnt  to  play 
the  pianoforte  fairly 
well. 

Mr.  Rowed  has  only 
held  one  organ  appoint- 
ment, that  at  the  Parish 
Church,  Millbrook, 
Southampton,  a  post 
which  he  obtained 
about  the  time  he  left  Bristol  and  which 
he  resigned  in  April,  1919,  after  establishing 
a  record  of  61  years  of  faithful  and  un- 
interrupted service.  Millbrook,  in  1858, 
was  a  country  parish  about  two  miles  out  of 
Southampton,  but  it  is  now  an  important 
suburb  of  that  great  seaport.  Prior  to  com- 
peting for  this  post,  young  Rowed  took  a  few 
lessons  from  the  famous  Dr.  Samuel  Sebastian 
Wesley,  then  organist  at  Winchester  Cathedral, 
who  kindly  gave  him  an  excellent  testimonial. 


Mr.  Henry  Rowed 


That  he  must  have  been  a  considerable  execu- 
tant is  proved  not  only  by  this,  but  by  the  fact 
that  before  he  was  1 5  years  of  age  he  could 
play  Bach's  great  Fugue  in  E  flat  ("  St.  Ann  ") 
together  with  its  difficult  Prelude.  He  had  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  studying  both  the 
organ  and  the  pianoforte  under  Dr.  Wesley  for 
about  two  years,  and  he  speaks  with  affection 
and  reverence  for  his  master's  genius.  The 
organ  in  Millbrook  Church,  however,  was  a 
rather  primitive  one,  having  only  one  manual 
and  one  octave  of 
pedals,  and  for  the  first 
16  years  of  his  organist- 
ship  he  had  to  be  content 
with  this.  Later,  how- 
ever, when  the  present 
fine  Parish  Church  was 
consecrated  in  1874, 
another  organ  (origin- 
ally built  for  a  private 
house)  of  two  manuals 
and  two  octaves  of 
pedals  was  installed, 
giving  Mr.  Rowed 
much  more  scope  for 
his  powers.  A  serious 
breakdown  in  health 
in  i860,  necessitating 
"  going  slow  "  for 
some  considerable  time, 
handicapped  the  young 
organist ;  but  long  be- 
fore the  new  church 
was  consecrated,  a  good 
choir  had  been  built 
up  from  the  smallest 
of  beginnings,  and  in 
1 8  80  an  excellent  choral 
service  was  rendered 
every  Sunday  by  a  highly-trained  and  surpliced 
choir. 

The  power  of  reading,  which  had  been 
acquired  at  Swiss  Cottage,  enabled  our  young 
friend  to  study  the  Bible  diligently,  and  at 
that  time  (and  for  a  long  time  afterwards)  the 
Bible  was  practically  the  only  embossed  book 
obtainable.  He  therefore  read  it  thoroughly, 
from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  and  he  has  always 
said  that  the  knowledge  of  it  thus  acquired, 
enabled    him    to    take    deep    interest    in    the 
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religious  as  well  as  the  musical  side  of  his 
work.  Indeed,  he  still  reads  the  Bible  system- 
atically :  the  Old  Testament  from  the  Lucas 
type,  and  the  Revised  Version  of  the  New 
Testament  from  the  Braille.  In  the  61  years  he 
was  organist  and  choirmaster  at  Millbrook 
Church  he  was  able  to  work  loyally  and 
heartily  under  five  rectors,  and  although  these 
clergymen  held  somewhat  different  views,  yet 
all  were  his  very  warm  friends  and  admirers, 
while  his  kindliness,  tact  and  musical  skill 
endeared  him  to  his  choristers  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  extraordinarily  long  tenure 
of  office. 

Mr.  Rowed's  musical  reminiscences  would 
make  interesting  reading  did  space  permit,  but  it 
is  as  an  exponent  of  the  scientific  aspect  of 
tuning  that  he  stands  prominent  amongst  his 
blind  contemporaries.  About  the  age  of  18 
he  decided  to  take  up  tuning,  and  took  a  few 
lessons  from  a  good  London  tuner.  Of  course, 
this  was  a  very  insufficient  preparation,  and 
he  had,  as  he  admits,  to  "  buy  his  experience." 
For  one  thing  he  was  not  very  fond  of  mech- 
anical work,  and  for  the  first  few  years  he 
had  many  difficulties  to  overcome  which 
nowadays  the  young  blind  tuner  who  starts 
out  with  much  more  adequate  technical 
training  and  equipment  in  the  way  of  tools, 
has  not  to  encounter.  However,  being  near 
to  Southampton,  he  could  generally  get  the 
help  of  a  sighted  tuner,  if  necessary  ;  and  as 
the  construction  of  pianos  improved  with  the 
introduction  of  iron  frames  and  better  actions, 
the  work  became  easier,  so  that  when  in  his 
practice  he  finally  substituted  the  lever  for  the 
old  tuning  hammer  known  as  the  "  T,"  and 
reduced  tuning  to  a  mathematical  science  as  a 
result  of  his  studies,  he  was  able  to  enjoy  his 
work.  With  regard  to  the  scientific  aspect  of 
the  work,  he  had  understood  as  a  boy  that 
there  was  some  connection  between  mathe- 
matics and  music,  and,  being  fond  of  figures, 
he  determined  to  get  to  the  root  of  things.  By 
dint  of  reading  and  careful  thought,  combined 
with  experiments  in  actual  tuning,  he  gradually 
mastered  the  subject  for  all  practical  purposes. 

In  1908,  a  blind  friend  asked  his  acceptance 
of  Sedley  Taylor's  well-known  treatise  on 
"  Sound  and  Music,"  which  had  just  been 
reviewed  in  Progress  upon  its  publication  in 
Braille  by  the  National  Institute.  Though  a 
study  of  this  did  not  add  much  to  his  practical 
knowledge  as  a  tuner,  yet  it  gave  him  reasons 
for  the  various  phenomena  which  he  had 
already  noticed  and  applied  ;    and  when  Mr. 


H.  E.  Piatt  (who  founded  the  Braille  Musical 
Magazine,  it  will  be  remembered)  asked  from 
time  to  time  for  information  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  tuning  for  readers  of  that  monthly 
journal,  he  was  not  only  able  to  give  the  results 
of  his  own  study,  but  also  to  contribute  lucid 
explanations  of  such  abstruse  subjects  as  the 
theory  of  beats,  etc.,  etc.  These  took  the  form 
of  articles  and  letters,  all  of  which  were  highly 
instructive  and  greatly  appreciated  by  those 
privileged  to  have  them,  in  Braille,  for  their 
own  private  study.  Later,  Mr.  Rowed  wrote 
a  valuable  handbook  on  "  The  Mathematics 
of  Tuning,"  which  is  published  both  in  ink- 
print  and  in  Braille  by  the  National  Institute  ; 
and  although  the  author  acknowledges  his 
indebtedness  to  the  aforenamed  text-book  by 
Sedley  Taylor,  yet  he  rightly  claims  that  his. 
own  book  is  in  no  sense  "  borrowed  "  from 
that  famous  work. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  mention  that 
although  Mr.  Rowed  has  dealt  thoroughly 
with  this  subject,  yet  he  avers  that  he  had  no 
particular  technical  knowledge  of  the  science 
of  mathematics.  In  giving  the  vibrations  for 
an  "  equal  temperament  "  scale,  logarithms 
are,  of  course,  indispensable  ;  but,  except  that 
he  wrote  a  few  of  these  from  dictation,  all  his 
calculations  were  purely  mental — surely  a  feat 
sufficient  in  itself  to  demonstrate  that  he 
possessed  mathematical  gifts  of  no  mean  order? 

After  the  age  of  16  Mr.  Rowed  received  no 
further  lessons  in  music,  though  he  still  con- 
trived to  keep  up  his  studies.  Living  at  home, 
he  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  profit  by 
the  kindness  of  his  sisters,  who  read  to  him  the 
books  with  which  he  required  to  become 
acquainted.  Again,  teaching  music  to  his 
sisters  gave  him  much  useful  experience  in 
his  early  days.  Mr.  Rowed  found,  as  have  so 
many  others,  that  living  near  to  a  large 
town  seriously  militated  against  his  getting 
manv  music  pupils,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  already  so  many  excellent  teachers 
in  the  vicinity ;  yet  he  tells  us  that  he  occasion- 
ally had  the  joy  of  turning  out  a  really  good 
pupil  who  did  him  credit  as  a  teacher.  Mr. 
Rowed  speaks  with  gratitude  of  the  friend- 
ship he  enjoyed  for  nearly  50  years  of 
the  late  Mr.  Robert  Sharp,  of  Southampton, 
an  excellent  musician  who  was  always  ready 
to  put  work  in  his  way  and  to  give  him  advice 
or  information.  When,  some  years  ago,  Mr. 
Rowed  published  a  few  pieces  suitable  for 
teaching,  this  gentleman  took  care  to  give 
them  to  his  own  pupils,  and  indeed  in  every 
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way,  throughout  a  period  of  more  than  50 
years,  to  act  as  his  firm  friend  and  practical 
well-wisher.  Mr.  Sharp's  death  in  1921  was  a 
great  loss  and  sorrow  to  him. 

Those  who  have  had  much  to  do  with 
blind  musicians  must  have  noted  that  they 
are  generally  very  exact  in  their  detailed  know- 
ledge of  such  musical  works  as  they  have 
committed  to  memory  from  Braille.  Many 
years  ago  a  committee  of  choirmasters,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  go  carefully  through  the  music 
proposed  for  a  choral  festival  before  it  was  put 
in  rehearsal,  was  deeply  impressed  by  the 
thoroughness  with  which  he  knew  the  most 
minute  printed  details,  so  much  so  that  the 
music  for  subsequent  festivals  was  never  finally 
"  passed  "  until  his  verdict  had  been  obtained 
on  similar  points. 

In  Rowed's  student  days,  and  for  many 
years  afterwards,  reliable  copies  of  Braille 
music  were  very  difficult  to  obtain,  for  the 
present  magnificent  musical  catalogue  of  the 
National  Institute  had  not  then  come  into 
being,  and  he  was  glad  to  get  a  copy  of,  say,  a 
Beethoven  Sonata  from  Copenhagen,  and 
organ  pieces,  etc.,  from  Paris.  He  has  always 
been  a  keen  student  of  the  Braille  musical 
system,  and  even  now  is  studying  with  much 
interest  the  new  "  Key  to  Braille  Music 
Notation,"  issued  by  the  National  Institute  in 
1922,  which  has  been  described  as  "  a  truly 
monumental  work,"  a  letterpress  copy  of 
which  is  now  published  for  the  National  In- 
stitute by  Messrs.  Novello  &  Co.  (price,  five 
shillings). 

Amongst  other  activities  Mr.  Rowed  regu- 
larly undertook  playing  for  dances,  and, 
discarding  the  then  popular  tradition  to  merely 
"  mark  the  bass,"  he  let  the  right  hand  exercise 
its  proper  function,  and  treated  the  piano  at  all 
times  as  an  artistic  instrument  and  not  merely 
as  a  sort  of  vamping  machine.  His  refined 
style  appealed  to  people  of  culture,  and  he  built 
up  a  very  successful  practice.  Many  people 
amongst  the  best  local  families  would  refrain 
from  definitely  fixing  the  date  of  a  dance  until 
they  had  ascertained  whether  Mr.  Rowed  was 
available.  As  in  everything  else,  he  made  a 
close  study  of  this  class  of  work,  and  was  not 
to  be  "  caught  out  "  ;  for  whatever  the  nature 
of  the  case  might  be,  he  invariably  contrived 
to  be  prepared  for  the  emergency  of  the 
moment — a  frequent  dilemma  in  the  ballroom, 
as  many  less  prepared  players  have  found 
to  their  cost. 


As  an  instance  of  his  originality  and  re- 
sourcefulness, the  following  is  characteristic. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  playing  at  a  country 
house  where  a  shooting  party  was  staying, 
and  where  a  number  of  consecutive  evenings 
were  to  be  devoted  to  dancing.  There  was  a 
fine  ballroom  equipped  with  only  a  small 
Broadwood  piano.  Discovering,  however, 
that  there  was  also  a  delightful  two-manual 
Willis  organ  in  the  room,  he  persuaded  the 
hostess  to  allow  him  to  use  that  instrument 
for  the  dance  music.  In  those  days  the  solemn- 
toned  organ  had  scarcely  yet  been  associated 
with  the  dance  and  with  the  cinema,  so  such  a 
suggestion  may  well  have  been  somewhat 
startling.  Though  a  little  doubtful,  the 
hostess  hesitatingly  consented  to  a  trial, 
which — as  Mr.  Rowed  knew  it  would — 
proved  popular  and  successful  with  the  dancers 
not  only  in  the  ordinary  ballroom  work,  but 
in  the  country  dances  also.  Fifty  years  ago, 
this  must  indeed  have  been  a  thoroughly  novel 
experience  to  all  concerned,  and  it  deserves 
recording  as  presaging  the  more  extended 
modern  use  of  the  instrument  as  we  are 
familiar  with  it  to-day. 

Mr.  Rowed  has  many  stories  to  tell  of  the 
hardships  he  had  to  endure,  often  in  bitter 
wintry  weather,  with  snow  lying  deep  in 
country  roads,  in  order  to  get  to  fulfil  his 
many  dance  engagements.  But,  once  having 
promised,  he  was  ever  to  be  relied  upon  to 
get  there,  whatever  the  conditions ;  and  this 
is  the  trait  which  stands  out  in  all  his  work, 
viz.,  the  determination  to  see  "  the  thing 
through." 

And  so  we  take  leave  of  one  who  has,  in  his 
own  field  of  labour,  triumphantly  demonstrated 
once  again  that  blindness  need  not  deter  a 
man  of  character  and  grit  from  contributing 
a  worthy  share  to  the  world's  work  ;  also, 
that  the  very  lack  of  most  of  the  privileges 
which  we  now  take  for  granted  have  often 
been  an  incentive  to  supreme  endeavour  and 
achievement  with  men  of  purpose  and  deter- 
mination. 

One  would  close  with  a  quotation  from  a 
letter  written  by  the  Rector  of  Millbrook  to 
Mr.  Rowed,  regretfully  accepting  his  resig- 
nation as  organist  and  choirmaster  in  April, 
1919  :— 

"  For  two  generations  the  name  of  Henry 
Rowed  has  been  a  household  word  in  Mill- 
brook.  Every  succeeding  rector,  chorister 
and  worshipper  has  known  and  loved  you, 
not  only  for  your  musical  skill,  but  even 
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more  for  vour  deeply  Christian  character. 
I  am  proud  to  number  myself  among  those 
who  have  been  privileged  to  learn  of  you." 

It  is  sad  to  think  that  Mr.  Rowed  is  not  now 
in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health;  but  though 
the  bodily  infirmities  make  themselves  felt  as 
the  inevitable  result  of  overwork  and  frequent 
exposure  in  the  carrying  out  of  his  duties,  yet 
it  is  a  joy  to  know  that  the  mind  and  spirit  are 
as  alert  as  ever,  and  that  the  keenest  interest  is 
still  taken  by  him  in  the  latest  developments 
of  that  Art  and  Science  to  which  he  has  devoted 
so  long  and  honourable  a  career. 

Edward  Watson. 
*%=> 

BASKET-MAKING   EXAMINATION 

THE  Worshipful  Company  of  Basket- 
makers  announces  that  a  Basket-making 
Examination  will  be  held  at  the  Clothworkers' 
Hall,  Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  on  Tues- 
day, November  ioth.  Certificates  of  merit 
will  be  competed  for  by  journeymen  basket- 
makers,  blind  basket-makers,  apprentices  or 
blind  apprentices 'for  the  best  specimens  of: 
Class  i — Cane  and  wicker  furniture.   (Tables, 

chairs,  stands,  etc.). 
Class  2 — General  ,  basket     work     (square). 
Randed,  slewed*  or  fitched,  rod  or  cane 
(travellers,  wheelers.,  linen  hampers,  wine 
hampers,  trunks,  flat  tops,  transit  hampers, 
etc.). 
Class  3 — General   basket   work    (round    or 
oval).     Randed,  slewed  or  fitched,  rod  or 
cane  (clothes  baskets,  bakers'  and  butchers' 
baskets,    etc.,    bird    cages,    market    and 
gardeners'  baskets,  cargo  work,  etc.). 
Class  4 — Fancy  basket  work  (square,  round 
or  oval).    Randed,  slewed  or  fitched,  rod 
or    cane    (linens,    paper    baskets,    trays, 
luncheons,    plate    or    log    baskets,    dog 
baskets,    artificial    flower    baskets,    hand 
baskets,  etc.). 
The  examination  is  confined  to  the  trade, 
and  will  be  in  four  sections,  viz.  : — {a)  journey- 
men basket-makers,  sighted  ;    (b)  blind  basket- 
makers  ;    (c)  apprentices,   sighted ;    (d)  blind 
apprentices.     First,   second  and  third'  certifi- 
cates in  each  section  and  class  will  be  awarded 
for   good  workmanship   according   to   merit. 
Money  prizes  will  be  awarded  to  successful 
candidates  by  the  Westbury  and  Young  Trust. 
The  competitors'  work  will  be  on  view  at 
the  Clothworkers'  Hall,  Mincing  Lane,  Lon- 
don, E.C.,  on  Thursday,  the  12th  November, 
from  noon  to  4  p.m.    Admission  by  ticket  only. 


Applications  for  conditions,  entry  forms 
and  admission  tickets  should  be  made  to  The 
Clerk,  the  Basket-makers'  Company,  Gresham 
College,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.2. 
The  last  date  for  receiving  entries  is  the  6th 
November,  1925. 

NOTES  FROM  THE  INSTITUTIONS 

Brighton  Society  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind. — During  the  past  year  the 
activities  of  this  Society  were  considerably 
extended.  The  number  of  blind  resident  in 
Brighton  who  were  registered  through  the 
Society  was  280,  42  new  names  having  been 
added  since  the  issue  of  the  last  report.  Gifts 
and  grants  to  the  value  of  £229  were  distri- 
buted, and  wages,  travelling  expenses,  etc., 
of  home  teachers  totalled  £297.  The  number 
of  visits  paid  by  home  teachers  attached  to  the 
Society  was  2,256,  and  60  lessons  were  given 
in  Braille,  Moon,  raffia-work  and  chair-caning. 
Grants  to  the  value  of  £944  were  received, 
including  one  of  £300  from  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

*  *  •* 

BIRMINGHAM  ROYAL  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE 
Blind. — The  78th  annual  report  of  this 
Institution  is  to  hand,  and  reports  a  total  of 
1,223  blind  persons  on  the  register  on  March 
31st,  1925.  During  the  year  the  accommo- 
dation for  resident  pupils  and  scholars  was 
fully  occupied.  It  is  hoped  that  building 
operations  for  the  provision  of  additional 
accommodation  for  workshop  employees  will 
be  started  in  September. 

On  the  31st  March  of  this  year  there  were 
123  home  workers  on  the  register,  whose 
earnings  amounted  to  £4,896,  with  £2,384  in 
augmentation.  The  Institution's  trade  turn- 
over was  £36,671,  an  increase  of  £3,103  over 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  wages 
paid  to  the  blind  during  the  year  was  £8,890, 
plus  £6,657  augmentation  wages.  Of  the 
latter  sum  £2,144  was  made  up  from  grants 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  respect 
of  workshop  employees  and  £4,513  from 
voluntary  contributions.  The  sum  of  £1,427 
was  paid  as  a  bonus.  The  total  number  of 
visits  paid  by  home  teachers  exceeded  13,000. 
Legacies  to  the  value  of  £2,060  were  received 
during  the  year. 

**> 

Each  day,  week,  month,  and  year  is  a  new 
chance  given  you  by  God,  a  new  leaf,  a  new 
life  ;  that  is  the  golden  gift  which  each  new 
day  offers  you. — F.  W.  Farrar. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

PULP  CANE  LETTER  BASKETS  AND  BABY-LINEN  BASKETS 


Ht  books  on  "Basket  Work"  there  is 
no  lack,  but,  with  the  exception  of 
that  by  Mr.  Okey  and  the  one  pub- 
lished by  Weldon's,  none  of  much 
value  to  the  worker  desirous  of 
making  baskets  for  profit  has  so  far 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  writer. 
He  welcomes,  therefore,  the  publi- 
cation of  Mr.  C.  Crampton's 
"  Canework  "  (Dryad  Handicrafts, 
4/-)  and  recommends  it  as  a  reliable 
handbook  on  pulp  cane  basket  work.  While 
on  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
mention  that  some  of  the  methods  taught  to 
seeing  pupils,  even  by  experts  such  as  the 
.writers  of  the  above  three  books,  are  not 
necessarily  those  best  suited  to  the  sightless  ; 
though,  in  the  experience  of  the  writer,  the 
greater  danger 
appears  to  lie 
in  the  other 
direction,  and 
the  conscien- 
tious instruc- 
tor of  the  blind 
has  sometimes 
to  emphasise 
the  fact  that 
the  purchasing 
public  wants 
not  only  an 
article  that  is 
well  made  but  one  that  also  looks  well 
made.  Pulp  cane  work  in  particular  is, 
in  the  first  instance,  judged  almost  solely  by 
the  appearance  it  presents  to  the  eye  ;  hence 
the  need  for  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  help 
of  expert  craftsmen-designers  such  as  Mr. 
Crampton. 

Letter  Baskets.  These  are  oblong  and 
usually  upright  and  may  have  (a)  the  whole 
of  one  end  left  open,  or  {b)  3  ins.  in  the  centre 
of  one  end  left  open,  or  (c)  no  opening  at  all, 
the  last  named  being  the  easiest  to  make.  The 
smallest  size  in  general  use  is  that  about  to  be 
described,  a  12  in.  by  8  in.  (quarto);  larger 
sizes  are  the  14  in.  by  9  in.,  the  16  in.  by  10  in., 
and  the  18  in.  by  11  in.,  and  an  extra  small 
size,  about  9  in.  by  6  in.,  for  a  lady's  writing 
desk.  Our  example  has  a  "  notch  "  (see  (b) 
above),  cane  bottom  and  corner  sticks. 


Baby-Linen    Basket 


Pulp  Cane  Letter  Baskets  and  Baby- 
Linen  Baskets.  Ten  14  in.  willow  sticks  are 
required  for  the  bottom,  two  of  the  stoutest- — 
which  should  be  about  the  thickness  of  a  lead 
pencil — being  placed  in  the  block  8  ins.  apart ; 
close  up  on  the  inside  of  each  a  thinner  one  is 
inserted,  and  the  remaining  sticks  spaced 
equally  between.  The  bottom  is  randed  with 
No.  6  and  has  a  row  of  pairing  at  the  beginning 
and  another  row  to  complete  12  ins.  ;  the  ends 
of  the  randing  are  left  all  on  one  side,  and,  after 
removing  bottom  from  block,  these  and  the 
ends  of  the  sticks  are  cut  off  close.  The  basket 
has  53  stakes  of  No.  8,  11  ins.  in  length  :  15 
along  each  side,  11  at  one  end,  and  12  at  the 
other,  where  notch  is  to  come.  The  stakes  at 
this  end  are  inserted  as  follows,  beginning  at 
the  left  : — one  between  the  two  outside  sticks, 

one  on  each 
side  of  the 
next  stick,  and 
one  on  each 
side  of  the 
third,  the 
fifth,  and  the 
seventh ;  one 
on  the  right  of 
the  fourth,  one 
on  the  right  of 
the  sixth,  and 
one  between 
the  right-hand 
outside  sticks.  The  left-hand  notch  stick  is 
placed  between  the  two  stakes  of  the  third 
bottom  stick  and  the  three  treated  as  one  till 
opening  is  reached,  when  the  right-hand  stake 
is  brought  down  to  begin  the  border  ;  the 
left-hand  stake  is  kept  close  to  the  stick  to  top 
of  basket.  The  right-hand  notch  stick  is 
placed  to  the  left  of  the  stake  on  right  of  sixth 
bottom  stick,  and  the  two  kept  close  together 
to  top  of  basket.  The  corner  sticks  are  fixed 
in  position  with  the  first  round  of  upsetting 
which  is  of  No.  6  cane,  and  after  three  rounds 
have  been  worked,  the  basket  is  randed  with 
No.  4  to  a  depth  of  2  ins.  Two  rounds  of  waling 
with  No.  8  are  now  worked  on,  that  portion 
of  the  second  round  which  passes  between  the 
two  notch  sticks  being  converted  into  a  three- 
rod  border.  The  randing  is  continued,  turning 
on  the  notch  sticks  as  though  they  were  the 
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outside  sticks  of  a  square  bottom,  to  a  depth 
of  4  ins.  A  round  of  waling  with  No.  8  is  now 
worked.  In  order  to  describe  the  beginning  and 
ending  of  this,  as  well  as  the  border,  it  will  be 
convenient  to  number  the  stakes  consecu- 
tively, beginning  with  the  one  close  to  the  . 
notch  stick  in  each  case  and  counting  away  Jr— 
from  the  latter.  Pass  the  loop  of  a  doubled 
piece  of  No.  8  over  the  right-hand  notch  stick 
and  its  accompanying  stake,  and  bring  the  left- 
hand  cane  of  the  two  in  front  of  No.  z  stake, 
behind  No.  3,  and  to  the  front  ;  the  other  cane 
is  then  brought  in  front  of  No.  3,  behind  No. 
4,  and  to  the 
front,  and  the 
end  of  a  second 
piece  of  No.  8 
pushed  through 
between  Nos.  2 
and  3  under 
the  preceding 
two  strokes. 
Carry  on  the 
waling  in  the 
ordinary  way  till 
left-hand  notch 
stick  is  reached, 
and  finish  off 
by  taking  the 
left-hand  cane  in 
front  of  No.  2, 

behind  No.  1  and  the  stick,  round  to  the  front, 
and  through  to  the  inside  between  Nos.  2  and 
3  underneath  the  other  strokes.  The  border 
is  a  four-rod,  inside  two,  plain  one,  and  after 
cutting  off  the  corner  sticks  and  inserting  an 
extra  stake  in  the  end  of  each,  begin  by  laying 
a  piece  of  No.  8  between  Nos.  1  and  2  stakes 
and  another  piece  between  Nos.  2  and  3. 
Bring  the  right-hand  piece  from  behind  round 
the  stick,  in  front  of  No.  2,  behind  No.  3  and 
to  the  front,  and  bring  No.  1  down  by  its  side  ; 
next  bring  the  left-hand  cane  round  in  front  of 
No.  3,  behind  No.  4  and  to  the  front,  and  bring 
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down  No.  2.  To  finish  off  bring  No.  3  stake 
round  the  stick  to  the  front  and  push  it  through 
between  Nos.  2  and  3  ;  bring  No.  2  also  round 
the  stick  and  push  it  through  between  Nos.  3 
and  4,  and  lastly  bring  No.  1  down  to  the  left 
and  through  between  Nos.  4  and  5. 
— -BXby-Linen  Baskets.  The  bottom  sizes  of 
these  are  the  same  as  for  the  letter  baskets,  and 
the  bottom  for  our  example  is  identical  with 
the  one  just  described.  We  shall  require, 
however,  17  stakes  for  each  side  and  13  for 
each  end,  as  the  basket  "flows"  out  to 
14^  in.  by  ic4  in.,  inside  top  measurement  ;  the 

stakes     are      16 
ins.    in    length. 
A  f  te  r       four 
rounds  of  upset- 
ting, two   extra 
stakes  are  insert-   , 
ed  at  each  corne r    J 
to  assist  in  form-  I 
ing     a     nicely-'V 
rounded     "cor-  j 
ner        at     top.  ^ 
After  randing  to  -fa 
a  depth  of  2  ins.,^ 
put  on  a  round  £ 
of  waling    and> 
thread    seven   1 
in.  oval  wooden 
beads    on    to 
the  seven  adjoining  stakes  in  centre  of  each 
side,  and  five  in  the  centre  of  each  end.     The 
intervening  spaces  are  filled  with  randing  to 
the    level    of    the    top    of    beads,    and    two 
rounds   of  waling  and  a  four-rod,  inside  two, 
plain  border  with  ends  formed  into  a  back 
track,    complete    the    basket.      The    track    is 
worked  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  basket, 
each  end  being  brought  out  so  that  it  forms  a 
right     angle     with    side     of    basket,     taken 
over  the  next,  under  the  next,  over  the  next 
two,  and  left  underneath. 


A-.G;  K- 
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MILTON'S    BLINDNESS 

THE    following    interesting    letter    with 
respect  to  Milton's  blindness  appeared 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  New  Statesman  : — 

Sir, — I  do  not  know  how  it  may  strike  others, 
but  to  me  it  is  a  curious  thought  that  Milton, 
in  all  human  probability,  was  not  entirely  blind. 


He  suffered  from  what  the  old  physicians 
called  "  a  gutta  serena "  (cataract),  which 
does  not  affect  the  vital  centres,  but  only  the 
medium  (crystalline  lens)  of  vision,  and  does 
not  altogether  destroy  this  as  a  medium. 
Milton,  it  is  almost  certain,  could  at  least  dis- 
tinguish light  from  darkness.  I  think,  on  the 
whole,  his  own  words  bear  this  out,  and  I  take 
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the  great  liberty  of  italicising  certain  expres- 
sions in  the  immortal  invocation  to  Light. 
— thee  I  revisit  safe, 

And  feel  thy  sov'reign  vital  lamp  ;  but  thou 

Revisit'st  not  these  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 

To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn  ; 

So  thicks  a  drop  serene  hath  quenched  their  orbs, 

Or  dim  suffusion  veiled. 
("  Or  "   for   "  Or   at   least  "   is   quite   in   the 
Miltonic  strain)  : 

— but  not  to  me  returns 

Day,  or  the  sweet  approach  of  even  or  morn 

But  cloud  instead,  and  ever-during  dark 

Surrounds  me — 
("  Dark  "  may  surely  mean  darkness,  as  when 
we  speak  of  a  dark  night.) 

And  in  the  analogy  he  draws  between  his 
own  physical  state  and  a  corresponding  mental 
state  we  have  : 

So  much  the  rather  thou,  celestial  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  her 
powers 

Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mist  from  thence 

Purge  and  disperse — 

"  Dim  suffusion "  veiling  the  eyes  is  an 
exact  description  of  cataract. 

In  any  case,  another  curious  speculation 
arises.  If  in  Milton's  time  surgical  science 
had  been  what  it  is  now  he  might  have  been 
cured,  wholly  or  partially,  of  his  blindness. 
"Paradise  Lost"  would  then  have  been  robbed 
of  one  of  its  very  finest  passages.  Possibly  it 
would  not  have  been  written  at  all  :  Milton 
himself  seems  to  attribute  its  direct  inspiration 
to  his  loss  of  sight.  This  may  afford  matter 
for  reflection  to  those  who  account  physical 
efficiency  and  health,  as  Bacon  accounted 
truth,  "  the  sovereign  good  of  human  nature." 
If,  indeed,  they  attach  any  real  value  to  imagi- 
native creations,  or  believe  that  life  has  been 
ennobled  and  enlarged  by  the  greatest  sus- 
tained poem  in  our  language. — Yours,  etc., 

Oxford.  Paul  Hookham. 

[It  is  probable  that  the  "  dim  suffusion " 
veiling  Milton's  eyes  gave  place  to  an  in- 
tenser  darkness  in  later  years.  "  Paradise 
Lost,"  from  the  Third  Book  of  which  the 
above  quotations  are  taken,  was  given  to 
the  world  in  1667.  The  tragedy  of"  Samson 
Agonistes  "  was  published  four  years  later, 
and  in  this  poem  we  read  the  following 
passage  : 
"  O  dark,  dark,  dark,  amid  the  blaze  of  noon, 

Irrecoverably  dark,  total  eclipse 

Without  all  hope  of  day." 

Editor.] 


OBITUARY  NOTICE 

IN  our  last  issue  we  announced  with  deep 
regret  the  death,  in  his  91st  year,  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Hall,  J. P.,  of  Swansea.  Mr.  Hall  was 
knocked  down  by  a  motor  early  last  year,  and, 
although  he  continued  his  numerous  philan- 
thropic activities,  his  health  was  considerably 
undermined. 

A  native  of  the  West  of  England,  he  came 
to  Swansea  in  1859,  and  for  many  years  carried 
on  business  as  a  wine  merchant  in  that  city. 
Two  great  institutions  in  South  Wales  are 
intimately  associated  with  Mr.  Hall's  name — 
the  Royal  Cambrian  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  of  which  he  was  the  Honorary 
Secretary  for  over  60  years,  and  the  Swansea 
and  South  Wales  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
which  has  benefitted  by  his  devoted  service  in 
the  same  capacity.  For  some  25  years  Mr. 
Hall  was  Chairman  of  the  West  Glamorgan 
Branch  of  the  Discharged  Prisoners'  Aid 
Society,  from  which  he  resigned  recently 
owing  to  his  advanced  age.  For  many  years 
he  was  also  Chairman  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society's  local  committee.  He  was  the 
local  President  of  the  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Missions  to  Seamen. 
It  "was  through  his  instigation  that  the  late 
Mr.  Glynn  Vivian  established  in  1907  the 
Glynn  Vivian  Home  of  Rest  for  the  Blind  at 
Caswell  Bay,  of  which  Mr.  Hall  was  Honorary 
Secretary. 

His  work  in  the  capacity  of  Honorary 
Secretary  to  the  afore-mentioned  Blind  and 
Deaf  Institutions  was  indefatigable.  He  was 
associated  with  the  Swansea  and  South  Wales 
Institute  for  the  Blind  since  its  inception  in 
1866,  when  it  was  known  as  the  "  Swansea 
Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind."  The 
scope  of  the  activities  of  this  Institution  has 
been  greatly  extended  since  those  early  days. 
Workshops  have  been  introduced,  and  the 
educational  work  generally  has  been  consider- 
ably enlarged. 

Besides  his  philanthropic  work,  Mr.  Hall 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  he  was  also 
a  director  of  the  South  Wales  Daily  Post 
Company,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Weaver 
and  Company,  flour  millers,  of  which  he  was 
the  Chairman. 

In  all  his  work  Mr.  Hall  was  actuated  by 
the  desire  to  be  of  the  utmost  help  to  his 
fellow-men,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  felt. 
As  the  South  Wales  Daily  Post  says  :  "  To  have 
devoted  some  60  years  of  one's  life  to  active 
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work,  especially  in  '  going  about  doing  good,' 
is  but  the  privilege  of  a  few,  and  in  this  respect 
the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Hall  will 
long  live  in  the  annals  of  the  town  of  his 
adoption." 

**> 

STAFFS  OF  SPECIAL   SCHOOLS 

CIRCULAR  1,366,  dated  September  14th, 
1925,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
transmits  for  the  information  of  local  education 
authorities  and  managers  of  special  schools  a 
schedule  indicating  the  Board's  requirements 
in  regard  to  the  qualifications  of  the  staffs  of 
special  schools  for  blind,  deaf,  defective,  and 
epileptic  children.  This  schedule  takes  the 
place  of  Appendix  B  of  former  regulations 
applicable  to  special  schools.  The  circular 
states  that  a  teacher  entering  on  recognised 
service  for  the  first  time  should  notify  the 
Board  at  once  in  order  that  they  may  inform 
him  or  her  of  the  steps  to  be  taken  with 
reference  to  the  School  Teachers  (Superan- 
nuation) Act,  191 8.  Such  service  as  the  Board 
decide  to  be  full-time  service  in  the  capacity 
of  a  teacher  (and  no  other)  may  be  treated  as 
recognised  service.  If  a  teacher  is  doubtful 
whether  the  service  upon  which  he  is  entering 
is  recognised  service  he  should  inform  the 
Board  of  the  facts  of  his  case. 


COLLEGE  AND   ASSOCIATION 
OF  TEACHERS  OF  THE  BLIND 

WE  publish  below  the  programme  of  the 
short  autumn  course  for  class  teachers, 
home  teachers  and  craft  instructors,  to  be  held, 
by  kind  permission  of  the  Council,  at  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  London, 
N.W.3,  from  the  evening  of  Monday,  26th 
October,  1925,  till  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
30th  October  : — 

Monday,  26th  October. 

6  p.m.- — Inaugural  meeting.  Address  to  be 
given  by  Prof.  T.  Percy  Nunn,  M.A., 
D.Sc,  "  Fundamentals  in  Education." 
Chairman  :  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley  (Chairman 
of  the  College  and  Association). 

Tuesday,  z~jth  October. 

10  a.m. — For  all  sections.  "  The  Blind 
Man  as  Citizen."  A.  Eichholz,  Esq.,  M.D. 
(Chief  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Board  of 
Education).  Chairman  :  Guy  M.  Camp- 
bell, Esq.,  F.R.G.S.  (Principal,  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind). 


11.30  a.m. — For  class  teachers.  "  Class- 
room Problems."  Mr.  Edward  Evans. 

11.30  a.m. — For  home  teachers.  "  Profes- 
sional Knowledge."     Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley. 

5  p.m. — The  National  Library  will  arrange 
for  a  personally  conducted  tour  of  their 
premises,  and  will  conclude  with  an 
entertainment. 

Wednesday,  zSth  October. 

10  a.m. — For  all  sections.  "  The  Use  of 
English."  George  Sampson,  Esq.  (Head- 
master, Marlborough  Road  L.C.C.  School, 
Chelsea).  Chairman  :  Sir  Ellis  CunlifFe 
(Chairman  of  Council,  School  for  the 
Blind,  Swiss  Cottage). 

11.30  a.m. — For  class  teachers.  "Arithmetic." 
Mr.  A.  R.  Bannister. 

11.30a.m. — For  home  teachers.  "Pensions, 
Homes,  etc."     Mr.  Stuart  Johnson. 

Thursday,  zyth  October. 

10  a.m. — For  all  sections.  "  A  Hundred 
Years'  Blind  Education."  J.  M.  Ritchie, 
Esq.,  M.A.  (Superintendent  and  Secre- 
tary, School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage). 
Chairman  :  Henry  Stainsby,  Esq.  (Secre- 
tary-General of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind). 

11.30  a.m. — For  class  teachers.  "Auto- 
Education."     Dr.  Jessie  White. 

11.30  a.m. — For  home  teachers.  "  Case 
Work  and  Office  Routine."    Miss  Winter. 

3.30  p.m. — The  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  will  arrange  for  a  personally  con- 
ducted tour  of  the  premises,  and  will 
conclude  with  a  concert  in  the  Armitage 
Hall. 

Friday,  $oth  October. 

10  a.m. — For  all  sections.  "  General  Edu- 
cational Principles."  W.  M.  Stone,  Esq., 
F.E.I. S.  (Superintendent  and  Headmaster, 
Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh).  Chair- 
man :  P.  M.  Evans,  Esq.,  LL.D.  (Chair- 
man of  Metropolitan  Association  for  the 
Blind). 

11.30  a.m. — For  class  teachers.  "The 
Backward  Child."     Miss  Bryan. 

11.30  a.m. — For  home  teachers.  "  Case 
Work  and  Visitation."     Mr.  A.  Siddall. 

Craft  Instructors. — At  1 1.30  a.m.  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  there  will 
be  demonstrations  by  well-known  experts 
in  basket-making,  boot-repairing,  machine- 
knitting  and  any  subject  for  which  a  sufficient 
number  of  students  apply. 
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PERKINS    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND 


E  have  received  an  interesting  report 
of  the  work  of  the  Perkins  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  in  connection 
with  a  four  days'  Convention  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind,  held  at 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  last 
summer.  During  the  Convention 
the  delegates  of  the  American 
Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind  resided  at  the  Perkins  Insti- 
tution and  an  excellent  programme 
of  papers  and  discussions  was  arranged  and 
carried  out.  The  fact  that  there  was  almost 
as  large  a  number  of  children  present  as  there 
were  delegates  added  to  the  gaiety  and 
animation  of  the  proceedings.  For  days 
beforehand  the  blind  pupils  had  assisted  in 
preparing  cottages  and  rooms  for  the  reception 
of  their  guests,  and  during  the  proceedings 
they  demonstrated  in  admirable  fashion  the 
value  of  the  training  afforded  by  the  "  family 
system  "  which  prevails  at  this  Institution. 
The  impressions  created  by  the  joyous  activities 
of  these  children  caused  one  of  the  visitors  to 
write  that  the  Convention  had  been  "  far  more 
informing  and  instructive  than  the  old  blind 
Conventions,  helpful  as  those  were." 

"  The  Convention,"  says  the  report,  "  was 
unobtrusive  because  the  exhibiting  feature  was 
generally  suppressed.  Though  school  classes 
were  not  held,  all  the  classroom  equipment  was 
left  out  for  such  inspection  as  visiting  teachers 
and  students  cared  to  make,  and  given  methods 
were  occasionally  demonstrated  with  the  aid  of 
actual  pupils.  By  special  request  sundry  con- 
certs, dramatic  plays  and  dancing,  which  had 
been  given  last  spring,  were  repeated.  Such 
a  living  and  working  exhibit  of  its  diversified 
activities  as  Perkins  often  gives  the  public  in 
museum  and  swimming  pool  was  also  repeated. 
The  actual  closing  exercises  of  the  school  year 
with  the  awarding  of  diplomas  came  in  natur- 
ally as  a  part  of  the  proceedings,  just  as  the 
yearly  contest  in  field  sports  between  the  Over- 
brook  and  Perkins  Schools  were  made  to  do. 
The  usual  inspirational  chapel  exercises  were 
held  in  the  mornings  for  those  who  cared  to 
attend." 

The  report  goes  on  to  enlarge  upon  the 
"  family  "  system  of  education  as  conducted 
at  the  Institution.  "  Theoretically,"  it  states, 
"  the  blind  child  of  school  age  should  live  at 
home  ;    practically  it  is  still  best  for  him  to 


sojourn  at  least  for  a  while  in  a  residential 
school,  where  he  is  not  the  exception,  where 
he  can  learn  to  give  as  well  as  to  take  and 
where  he  will  receive  the  balanced  training  his 
condition  requires  ;  in  short,  where  he  will 
learn  to  overcome  obstacles  and  play  the 
game.  .  .  .  Still,  the  responsibility  of  separa- 
ting him,  even  temporarily,  from  his  people 
and  his  community  is  very  great  and  really 
involves  the  duty  of  fashioning  as  complete 
and  intensive  a  natural  substitute  as  is  prac- 
tically possible.  Hence,  our  resting  dissatisfied 
with  the  Perkins  plant  until  we  could  give  all 
its  pupils  living  conditions  as  nearly  approxi- 
mating family  life  as  is  feasible  in  a  boarding 
school — a  condition  which  we  have  provided 
our  girls  since  1872  and  all  the  children  of  our 
kindergarten  since  1887.  We  look  upon  the 
family  system  as  the  most  potent  influence  of 
all  the  features  of  Perkins  Institution  ;  as 
paramount  because  it  gives  them  breeding." 

A  practical  education  is  considered  the  best 
capital  for  these  blind  children,  and  they  are 
taught  to  use  their  hands  at  the  very  beginning 
of  their  school  career.  At  the  same  time  the 
curriculum  is  always  general  and  cultural. 

Another  principle  inculcated  amongst  the 
pupils  is  that  of  thrift. 

The  ability  to  entertain  themselves  and  each 
other  is  considered  of  paramount  importance, 
and  indoor  and  outdoor  games  and  occupa- 
tions are  encouraged.  The  scholarship  fund 
which  is  being  gradually  amassed  is  but  one  of 
several  extensions  of  the  Perkins  Institution. 
The  number  of  pupils  received  varies  from 
250  to  280.  The  Institution  has  existed  for 
92  years,  and  during  that  long  period  of  time 
the  initiatory  ideals  and  tenets  have  expanded 
without  fundamental  change.  "Both  Mr. 
Anagnos  and  Mr.  Allen  have  been  proud  to 
concede  the  fact  that  Perkins  Institution  is  '  the 
lengthened  shadow  of  one  man ' — its  first 
director,  Dr.  Howe." 


THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  August  38  new  cases  came  under 
their  care  (22  men  and  16  women).  Gifts  to 
the  number  of  23  were  provided  at  a  cost  of 
£64  4s.  2d.  The  amount  expended  in  training 
fees  was  £55  ;  in  relief,  £507  8s.  nd. 
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BLIND  TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

THE  uninitiated  have  often  expressed 
surprise  at  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
the  blind  telephone  operator  performs  his  or 
her  duties.  In  reply  to  frequent  enquiries  as 
to  whether  any  special  appliances  are  used,  the 
answer  is  that  the  blind  telephonist  is  able  to 
manipulate  a  switch-board  fitted  with  a  drop 
shutter  or  a  bull's-eye  indicator,  but  is  natur- 
ally unable  to  work  a  switch-board  on  which 
light  signalling  is  employed. 

Supplied  with  a  head-gear  receiver  and  a 
breastplate  transmitter,  the  hands  of  the  blind 
operator  are  free  to  work  the  switchboard  and 
to  record  waiting  numbers  and  messages  on  a 
Braille  shorthand  machine.  After  a  certain 
amount  of  practice,  it  has  been  found  that 
blind  operators  are  able  to  distinguish  falling 
shutters  by  sound  ;  this  greatly  facilitates  the 
manipulation  of  the  board. 

The  advantages  of  employing  blind  tele- 
phonists are  numerous.  In  the  first  place  they 
frequently  remain  in  their  posts  for  a  longer 
period  of  time  than  sighted  operators,  thus 
becoming  more  and  more  familiar  with  the 
business  in  question  and  of  increasing  value 
to  their  employers.  Secondly,  the  memories 
of  the  blind  are  exercised  to  so  high  a  degree 
that  a  sightless  operator  invariably  remembers 
most  of  the  numbers  required  by  the  caller. 

It  might  be  argued  that  the  usefulness  of  a 
blind  operator  is  minimised  by  the  fact  that 
he  is  unable  to  look  up  numbers  in  the  tele- 
phone directory ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  no  sighted  operator  is  called  upon  to  do 
this,  as  the  caller  invariably  ascertains  the 
number  he  requires  and  gives  the  information 
to  the  operator.  Nevertheless,  the  blind  tele- 
phonist is  encouraged  to  make  a  telephone 
directory  of  his  own  of  those  persons  with 
whom  his  firm  is  most  generally  in  touch,  and 
it  is  surprising  how  useful  such  a  directory 
becomes  and  how  rapidly  it  grows. 


The  greatest  hour  in  a  man's  life  is  not  that 
in  which  the  world  recognises  what  he  has 
done,  but  the  hour  in  which,  in  his  tremendous 
struggle  with  obstacles  and  circumstances,  his 
power  prevails  against  all  that  stands  in  his  way. 


The  life  that  goes  out  in  love  to  all  is  the  life 
that  is  full  and  rich,  and  continually  expanding 
in  beauty  and  power. — R.  W.  Trine. 


BLIND    BOY   SCOUTS 

THERE  is  in  Manchester  a  troop  of  Boy 
Scouts  most  of  whom  are  blind  and  none 
of  whom  has  normal  sight.  The  troop  is  the 
Eighth  Stretford,  and  in  spite  of  their  dis- 
abilities the  boys  can  do  many  of  the  things 
which  sighted  scouts  do.  Thanks  for  that  are 
due  to  Mr.  Henderson  James,  their  scout- 
master, who,  having  had  charge  of  a  normal 
troop  for  ten  years,  took  up  the  Eighth  Stretford 
(who  are  all  Henshaw's  Blind  Institution  boys) 
nearly  four  years  ago. 

There  are  throughout  the  British  Isles,  says 
the  Manchester  Guardian,  eight  troops  of  blind 
and  partially  blind  scouts,  and  though  there  is 
some  interchange  of  experience  among  the 
scoutmasters  there  is  not  yet  any  effective  co- 
ordination of  method.  Each  scoutmaster  faces 
his  own  problem  and  solves  it  in  his  own  way. 
Braille,  as  one  would  suppose,  is  at  the  basis  of 
much  of  the  work.  Compass-reading  is  done 
in  a  number  of  ways.  The  Braille  rendering 
of  the  compass  design  is  worked  in  beads  on 
cloth,  in  blunt-headed  nails  on  wood,  in  raised 
impressions  on  a  circle  of  tin,  and  so  forth. 

An  experiment  which  Mr.  James  has  lately 
been  conducting  has  not,  so  far  as  he  knows, 
been  done  elsewhere.  This  is  the  making  of 
pictures  for  the  blind.  The  pictures  are  cut 
out  as  silhouettes  and  stuck  on  paper,  and  the 
passing  of  the  blind  children's  fingers  along 
the  edges  enables  them  to  form  an  idea  of 
shapes  and  patterns.  The  thing  is  not  quite 
so  simple  as  this  makes  it  appear.  If  you  cut 
out  the  silhouette  of  a  man  standing  sideways, 
for  example,  with  his  arm  straight  down  to  his 
side,  you  would  have  no  arm  at  all  in  the 
silhouette.  That  would  not  seem  queer  to  a 
person  who  had  once  enjoyed  sight  and  then 
became  blind,  but  it  is  almost  inexplicable  to  a 
blind  boy  ;  and  the  arm,  therefore,  has  to  be 
imposed  as  a  second  layer  of  paper  upon  the 
first.  In  a  "  picture  "  of  men  rock-climbing, 
Mr.  James  has  fastened  a  thread  round  the 
waist  of  the  higher  one,  and  it  falls  down  the 
picture  to  the  second  man  and  passes  round 
his  waist.  This  sounds  intricate,  but,  seeing 
the  "  picture,"  one  can  imagine  how  the 
sensitive  touch  of  the  blind  would  soon 
analyse  it  and  grasp  its  features. 

Sighted  scouts  indicate  roads  they  have  gone 
along  by  arrows,  and  roads  not  to  be  followed 
by  crosses  ;  and  the  blind  scouts  use  wooden 
arrows  and  crosses  for  this  purpose.  It  would 
be  dangerous,  of  course,  for  them  to  use  this 
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method  in  open  country,  and  they  track  one 
another  only  in  their  own  playgrounds.  A 
great  deal  of  what  they  do  is  of  interest  rather 
than  utility.  There  is  first-aid,  for  example. 
Many  of  them  become  theoretic  experts,  but 
could  not  be  trusted  in  practice.  They  could, 
however,  give  sound  advice,  and  some  of  them 
make  good  instructors. 

Another  thing  they  are  taught  is  to  know 
the  leaves  of  trees  by  touch.  The  smooth  or 
serrated  edge  of  the  leaf  and  many  another 
indication  convey  the  name  of  the  tree  quickly 
to  the  mind.  They  are  very  good,  too,  at  what 
is  called  "  Kim's  Game " — the  game  which 
Kipling  describes,  of  seeing  a  great  many 
different  things  spread  out  on  a  tray  for  a 
flash  of  time  and  then  saying  what  they  are. 
The  blind  boys  handle  the  objects  quickly  and 
may  be  relied  on  to  remember  eighteen  out  of 
twenty-four. 

They  have  not  yet  learned  to  make  maps, 
though  that  is  under  consideration  ;  but  they 
are  good  at  reading  maps.  The  names  of 
towns  are  written  on  the  map  in  Braille,  the 
initial  letter  indicating  the  location  of  the  town. 
Stretford  is  taken  as  centre,  and  to  this  centre 
a  string  is  fixed.  The  string  has  a  series  of 
knots  in  it,  and  the  distance  between  knots  is 
five  miles.  By  extending  the  string  from  the 
centre  in  any  given  town  and  counting  the 
knots  the  boys  can  tell  distances.  They  are 
also  given  maps  in  sections,  with  the  names  in 
Braille,  and  assemble  them  like  jig-saw  puzzles. 
They  have  their  camp  life  like  sighted  scouts, 
and  though  there  are  some  things  they  cannot 
be  allowed  to  do,  such  as  the  making  of  fires, 
there  is  much  that  they  can  do,  and  to  the 
association  with  the  Scout  Movement  they 
doubtless  owe  a  considerable  accession  of 
interest  to  their  lives. 


Let  every  man  be  occupied  in  the  highest 
employment  of  which  his  nature  is  capable, 
and  die  with  the  consciousness  that  he  has 
done  his  best. — Sydney  Smith. 


GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

DESPITE  the  fact  that  it  was  holiday  time, 
a  number  of  successful  events  on  behalf 
of  the  Fund  took  place  during  August.  On 
the  ist  of  the  month  those  true  and  tried 
friends  of  the  Fund's  work,  the  Printing  and 
Kindred  Trades  Blind  Aid  Committee,  held  a 
delightful  garden  fete  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Reindeer  Hotel,  Buckhurst  Hill.  Addresses 
were  given  by  Mr.  Tom  Groves,  M.P.,  Mr. 
H.  C.  Preece  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Williams. 

On  the  8th  there  was  a  similar  fete  at 
Pymmes  Park,  Edmonton,  kindly  lent  by  the 
local  U.D.C.,  with  the  additional  attraction 
of  a  fair.  There  were  many  entries  in  the 
sports  competitions,  the  chief  of  which  was  a 
tug-of-war  for  a  shield  presented  by  Councillor 
Middleton.  The  Council  team  were  victorious, 
their  opponents  for  the  final  being  the  British 
Legion,  who  were  the  favourites  ;  but  it  is 
reported  that  the  Council  had  practised  pri- 
vately with  the  assistance  of  an  opposing  team 
of  hefty  fellows  from  the  Dust  Department. 
The  prizes  were  presented  by  Miss  Marie 
Kendall,  the  popular  variety  actress,  who 
managed  to  find  time  to  do  this  and  speak  of 
her  sympathy  with  the  blind  in  an  interval 
between  her  two  appearances  at  the  Edmonton 
Empire.  The  Star  newspaper  organised  a 
treasure  hunt  which  was  well  patronised.  A 
considerable  sum  of  money  was  realised,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  strong  Committee  which 
carried  the  event  to  so  successful  a  conclusion, 
their  Secretary  being  the  local  house  to  house 
collector  for  the  Fund,  will  continue  their 
well-begun  work  as  "  Helpers  of  the  Blind." 

The  belated  "  Geranium  Days  "  fixed  for 
August  ioth  and  12th  were  both  wet, 
nevertheless,  Croxley  Green  and  Rickmans- 
worth,  Staines,  Laleham  and  Sunbury  have 
contributed  a  further  £42  to  this  year's  total. 

Amongst  others,  concerts  have  been  held 
at  Edgware,  and  by  kind  invitation  of  the 
North  Middlesex  Cricket  and  Lawn  Tennis 
Club,  on  their  ground  at  Hornsey. 


'A    PEOPLE'S    LIFE    OF    CHRIST 


Through  the  kindness  of  a  donor  who 
wishes  to  remain  anonymous,  the  National 
Institute  has  a  limited  number  of  copies  of 
"  A  People's  Life  of  Christ,"  by  J.  Patterson- 
Smyth,  complete  in  four  volumes,  for  presen- 
tation. 


Applications  for  free  copies  should  be  sent 
to  the  Secretary-General,  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.i. 

If  requests  are  not  met  it  must  be  understood 
that  the  supply  is  exhausted. 
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MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British 
Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


2303     "  England's  Forgotten  Worthies,"  by  J.  A.  Froude,  vol.  2 
2309     "  Buckthorne  and  his  Friends,"  by  Washington  Irving,  1  vol. 
2310-1     "  The  Italian  Banditti,"  by  Washington  Irving,  2  vols,  per  vol. 
2312-3     "  The  Money  Diggers,"  by  Washington  Irving,  2  vols.,  per  vol. 
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RECENT    ADDITIONS    TO    THE 
NATIONAL    LIBRARY     FOR    THE    BLIND 


FICTION. 

Arlen,  M.     The  Green  Hat 

Beaconsfield,  Lord.     Vivian  Grey 

Benson,  E.  F.     Image  in  the  Sand 

Brvant,  M.     Anne  Kempburn,  Truth  Seeker 

Buchan,  J.     Three  Hostages 

Converse,  F.     Children  of  Light 

Comfort,  W.  L.,  and  Z.  Dost.     Son  of  Power 

Croker,  B.  M.     Pretty  Miss  Neville 

Curwood,  J.  O.     Grizzly 

Fogazzaro,  A.     The  Saint 

Galsworthy,  J.     Villa  Rubein,  and  other  Storie 

Haggard,  Sir  H.  Rider.     Virgin  of  the  Sun 

Harker,  L.  Allen.     Bridge  Across 

Henty,  G.  A.     Captain  Bayley's  Heir      .  . 

Hocking,  J.     Soul  of  Dominic  Wildthorne 

Hope,  A.     Lucinda 

James,  M.  R.     Thin  Ghost,  and  others    .  . 

Kennedy,  M.     The  Constant  Nymph 
"tKipling,  R.    Matter  of  Fact,  Lost  Legion,  In  the 
Ruck,   Love-o'-Women,  from   "  Many   Inven- 
tions " 

Locke,  W.  J.     Tale  of  Triona        

*Mason,  A.  E.  W.     House  of  the  Arrow 

Mansfield,  Catherine.  The  Garden  Party,  and  other 
Stories 

Orczy,  Baroness.     Nest  of  the  Sparrowhawk     .  . 

Phillpotts,  E.     Redcliff 

Rynd,  E.  E.     Riggleses  and  others 

Sabatini,  R.     Strolling  Saint         

Sabatini,  R.     Shame  of  Motley 

Sutherland,  Joan.     Enchanted  Country 

Turgenev,  I.     On  the  Eve  

Tolstoi,  L.  (Ed.  Sir  A.  T.  Quiller-Couch.)     Tales 
*Weyman,  S.     Traveller  in  the  Fur  Cloak 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bradley,  A.  G.     Canada 

Besant,  A.    Hints  on  the  Study  of  Bhagavad-Gita 

Bevan,  E.     Land  of  the  Two  Rivers  (Euphrates 

and  Tigris) 
Chesterton,  G.  K.     Shilling  for  my  Thoughts 
tDrinkwater,  J.     Mary  Stuart  :   a  Play    .  . 
fDrinkwater,  J.     Oliver  Cromwell  :  a  Play 
Dudley,  O.  F.     Will  Men  be  like  Gods  ? 
Egerton,  H.  E.    Origin  and  Growth  of  Greater 

Britain  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")     . 
Euripides  (trans.  G.  Murray).     Alcestis  .  . 

George,  W.  L.     Anatole  France 

Gwynn,  S.     Thomas  Moore 
*Hildebrand,  A.  S.     Magellan,  Life  and  Times  of 
Johnson,  A.  H.    Age  of  the  Enlightened  Despot, 
1660-1789  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ") 
Kelman,  J.     Prophets  of  Yesterday 
King,  B.     Conquest  of  Fear 
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Lang,   Archbishop.     Thoughts   on   some   of  the 

Parables  of  Jesus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Macpherson,  S.     Melody  and  Harmony  (chapters 

1-18)  5  vols. 

Marchant,  J.  (Editor).     Survival  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Martin,  E.  M.     Happy  Fields        1  vol. 

Robertson,  D.  H.  Money  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memo- 
rial Fund  ")  .  .        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Smith,  J.  G.    Organised  Produce  Markets  ("  E.  W. 

Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")  ..  ..  ..  5  vols. 

Tout,  T.  F.     Edward  I       . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

FOREIGN. 

*Boylesve,  R.     Labecquee..  ..  ..  ..  2  vols. 

*Creanga,  I.    Amintiri  din  Copilarie  (Roumanian)  2  vols. 

*Curwood,  J.  O.     Piege  d'or  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

*Fabre,  J.     Souvenirs  entomologiques  (Series  5-7)  12  vols. 

*Gobineau,  Cte.  de.     Les  Pleiades  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

*L6ti,  Pierre.     Ramuntcho  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

*Otto,  E.  French  Conversation — Grammar,  Ac- 
cidence, vols.  2-3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

*Teodorescu-Kirileanu.  Provesti      Basarabene 

(Roumanian)         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

*Tharaud,  J.  et  J.     Royaume  de  Dieu      .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Tolstoi,  L.     Les  cosaques  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

*"  Twain,  Mark."     Le  prince  et  le  pauvre  . .  3  vols. 

GRADE    III. 

Aristophanes  (trans.  G.  Murray).     Frogs  .  .  2  vols. 

Canfield,  D.     Rough  Hewn  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

M.  (Selected).     Oxford  Garlands — 


Leonard,  R. 

Epigrams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      1  vol. 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Caesar  and  Cleopatra  .  .  . .      2  vols. 

MOON. 

Froude,  J.  A.  Science  of  History  .  .  .  .  1  vol. 

Froude,  J.  A.  Book  of  Job           .  .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Galsworthy,  J.  Five  Tales            .  .  .  .  .  .  10  vols. 

ESPERANTO. 

Arisima,  T.     Deklaracio    . .  .  .  .  .  . .      2  vols. 

Balzac,  H.  de.    La  Firmao  de  la  Kato  Kia  Pilkludas  2  vols. 

Cart,    T.      Pri    la    Indo-Europaj    Lingvoj    Kaj 

Esperanto  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      1  vol. 

Forge,  J.     Abismoj  . .  . .  . .  . .      3  vols. 

Vambery,  R.     Kriminologio  .  .  .  .  . .      2  vols. 

*  Books  presented  by  American  Braille  Press  for  War  and 

Civilian  Blind  Incorporated, 
t  Books  presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

SUNDERLAND    &    DURHAM    COUNTY     ROYAL 
INSTITUTE    FOR   THE    BLIND 

23  Villiers  Street,  Sunderland. 
{Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 
Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of  Home  Teacher, 
male  or  female,  blind  or  sighted,  fully  qualified.  Salary, 
£156  per  annum.  The  appointment  to  be  terminable  by 
one  month's  notice.  Applications,  with  copies  of  three 
recent  testimonials,  to  reach  the  Secretary  at  the  above 
address  not  later  than  the  8th  October,  1925. 


p 


DC 


\La: 


nac 


DOC 


:ac 


=rac 


3QC 


3DC 


BRAILLE     MAGAZINES 

Contents  of  the  September  Numbers 
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Progress. — The  Eskimos'  Conquest  of  the  North — The 
Tragedy — How  Heat  Waves  Come — Associated  Board  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Music  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Music — Obituary  :  Mr.  Bertram  Matz — Correspondence — 
Matters  of  the  Moment — Advertisements — Our  Prize  Com- 
petitions— "  The  Massage  Journal  " — Greenwich  Obser- 
vatory— Animals  and  Music — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The 
Question  Box — French  Page — The  Tenderfoot.  Insets  : 
Chess  Supplement.  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  : 
Rose  Lace  with  Rounded  Corners.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Sign-Posts'of  Fiction — Trotsky: 
His  Past  and  Future — Genesis  of  Telegraphic  Communi- 
cation— Our  Debt  to  William  Tyndale — The  Seaside  a 
Hundred  Years  Ago — A  Memory  of  John  Bright — A 
Rebuke  (Poem) — Grief — Chinese  Mentality — A  Thought 
from  Carlyle.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d. 
per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Pianoforte  Interpretation,  VIII — ■ 
Musical  Sands — Career  of  Samuel  Coleridge-Taylor — 
Special  Notice — R.C.O.  Choir  Training  Diploma — 
Examination  Successes.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music 
Reviews  :  Insets  :  Song  :  "  Roundabouts  and  Swings," 
by  Geoffrey  Shaw  ;  Piano  :  "  Menuetto,"  from  Second 
Fantasia,  Op.  78,  by  Schubert.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  12s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Content  Thyself  with 
Thy  Estate  (Poem) — The  World's  Biggest  Liner — 500 
Years  Ago — Stories  in  the  Names  of  Streets — A  Day  or 
Two  in  Bulgaria — Some  Talks  on  Music — Told  in  Play- 
time— Prize  Competitions — The  Rabbit  and  his  Relations 
— Kursk — Snails.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Humidity — The  Call  to  Prayer — The  Poet's  Corner — 
International  Notes — Favourite  Quotations — Colonial 
Notes — Correspondence — Stageland — North  Wales — The 
Cause  of  Rain — Advertisements  and  General  Notices. 
Literary  Supplement  :  Thomas  Hardy's  Birthplace  ;  A 
Muscular  Christian.  Musical  Supplement  :  History  of  a 
Song  :  "  Highland  Mary  "  ;  Piano  :  "  Idianolo."  (Sub- 
scription :    Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Light-Bringer — From  the  Braille  Room  :  Karma 
Taught  in  the  Bible  ;  Cuttings  from  Newspapers  ;  Mrs. 
Besant's  Lectures — Is  there  a  Remedy  for  the  Past  ?  :  A 
Reply — A  Study  in  Consciousness,  II  (Chapter  III),  by 
Mrs.  Besant — How  I  became  a  Theosophist,  No.  1,  by  E.  L. 
Gardner — The  Story  of  my  Garden — The  Path — Extract 
from  a  Letter — Universal  Mind — Alphabet  of  Success. 

Santa  Lucia. — Our  Soudanese  Guest — The  Prince's 
Charioteer — Cheerfulness — The  King  behind  the  King 
(Chapters  XXXVII  to  XLI),  by  Warwick  Deeping— Spirit 
Plants — What  we  do  at  Greenwich — Robber  Elephants — 
A  Jutland  Secret — Thought  for  the  Month — Crushed  Ant 
Wine — Two  Clemenceau  Stories.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad  :  Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

The  Massage  Journal,  devoted  to  the  professional 
interests  of  Qualified  Masseurs  and  Masseuses. — Editorial 
— The  Aetiology  of  Malignant  New  Growths  (to  be 
continued) — Sciatica — Report  of  General  Meeting  of 
Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs,  July,  1925 — 
News  in  the  Massage  World.  Inset :  Fracture  and 
Wound  Complications  with  Nerve  and  Trophic  Changes. 
Notices.     (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  day  by  day,  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Moon  Magazine. — The  Acid  Test,  by  Moray 
Dalton  (John  o'  London's  Weekly) — Billy's  Great  Day, 
by  Norman  Dakers  (T.P.'s  and  Cassell's  Weekly) — 
Father  of  Railway  Bookstalls — Mystery  Ponds — Heroes 
of  the  Ice  Lands — Fighting  Disease  from  the  Sky — A 
Weird  Watch  Legend.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Moon.- — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription :  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


Wanted,  Resident  Woman  Teacher  to  instruct 
blind-deaf  women  in  use  of  knitting-machine,  etc.  Salary, 
£100  per  annum.  Previous  knowledge  of  the  deaf  not 
essential.  Apply  Matron,  Home  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Women,  Lower  Clapton. 


Lady  required  for  1st  "January,  1926,  to  take  charge  of  the 
department  dealing  with  the  visitation  and  care  of  adult 
unemployable  blind  persons  in  Birmingham,  Smethwick, 
and  West  Bromwich,  including  the  supervision  of  a  staff 
of  nine  Home  Teachers.  Salary,  £160  per  annum. 
Applications  should  be  sent  not  later  than  1st  November 
to  the  Secretary,  Blind  Institution,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. 


THE  BEACON-  Advertisement. 


ELOCUTION    COMPETITION 

IN   AID    OF 

"SUNSHINE"  HOMES  FOR  BLIND  BABIES, 

Conducted  by  the  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  224/8,  Gt.  Portland  St.,  W.l 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 


CLASS  "A."     (Girls  and  Boys  under  8  years  at  date  of  entry). 

Preliminary — "The  Lamplighter,"  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

(The  Golden  Staircase,  Part  i,  T.  C.  &  E.  C.  Jack). 
Final — "My  Kingdom,"  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

(The  Golden  Staircase,  Part  2,  T.  C.  &  E.  C.  Jack). 

CLASS  "B."     (Girls  and  Boys  from  9  to  14  years). 

Preliminary — "A  Song  to  Mithras,"  by  Rudyard  Kipling. 

(Songs  from  Books) 
Final — "Fear"  or  "Song  of  the  Little  Hunter,"  by  Rudyard  Kipling. 

(The  Second  Jungle  Book,  or  Pertwee's  Reciter's  Treasury  of  Verse,  1924  edition). 

CLASS  "C."     (Girls  and  Boys  from  14  to  18  years). 

Preliminary — Girls — "Cheated  Elsie,"  by  Francis  Thompson. 

(The  Daffodil  Poetry  Book,  Sidgwick  &  Jackson). 
Preliminary — Boys — "War  Song  of  the  Saracens,"  by  J.  Elroy  Flecker. 

(Pertwee's  Treasury  of  Verse,  1924  edition). 
Final — Girls  and  Boys- — "A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream" — Shakespeare,  Act  II,  Scene  II, 
from  "Thou  rememberest  once  I  sat"  to  "Round  the  Earth  in  forty  minutes." 

CLASS  "D."     (Over  18  years). 

Preliminary — Ladies — "A  Woman's  Last  Word,"  by  Robert  Browning. 

Final — "Antony  and  Cleopatra  "—Shakespeare,  Act  V,  Scene  II,  from  "  This  is  the  brief" 

to  "Not  so — :adieu." 
Preliminary — Gentlemen — "The  Choice,"  by  Alfred  Noyes,  to  "I  claim  you  still  as  my 

friend"  but  omitting  verses  4  and  6.     (Pertwee's  Reciter's  Treasury,  1924  edition). 
Final — "Julius    Caesar," — Shakespeare,  Act    III,    Scene    II,    Speech   of  Brutus — from 

"Romans,  Countrymen  and  Lovers  "  to  "I  pause  for  a  reply." 


PRELIMINARIES    will   be    held   in   the   Armitage    Hall   of   the    National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  221/8  Gt  Portland  Street,  W.l 

On  Saturday,  November  14th  and  Saturday,  November  21st. 
FINAL  on  Saturday,  November  28th. 

ENTRANCE  FEE  TO  PRELIMINARY— 5/-;  a  further  2/6  to  be  charged  to  all  Competitors   passed   to   the 
Final. 

REWARDS — A  silver  and  bronze  medal  in  each  class  to  1st  and  2nd  Competitors  ;  an  Honours  Certificate  to 
All  Competitors  securing  75%  of  the  total  marks.     A  card  of  marks  to  all  Competitors. 
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MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — 

6756  "  Hallelujah  Chorus,"  from  "  Mount  of  Olives,"  by  Beethoven  (Vertical  Score) 

6757  "  Except  the  Lord  Build  the  House,"  Chorus  from  "  The  Song  of  Thanksgiving,"  by  Cowen  (Vertical  Score) 

6758  "  The  Shepherds  Found  Thee  by  Night  "  (Carol),  by  Geoffrey  Shaw  (Vertical  Score) 

6759  "  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me  "  (Anthem  for  Baritone  Solo  and  Chorus),  by  Pergolesi  (adapted  by  Vincent  No 

(Vertical  Score) 


Organ- 


6760 
6761 
6762 
6763 
6764 


"  Fantazia  of  Foure  Parts, 
Choral-Improvisation  on  " 
"  Sonata  da  Camera,"  No. 


'  by  Orlando  Gibbons  (arr.  by  J.  E.  West)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
In  dulci  Jubilo,"  bv  Karg-Elert  (Bar  by  bar) 
3.  by  A.  L.  Peace  (Bar  by  bar) 
"'  Toccata  in  A,"  by  Purcell  (Bar  by  bar) 

Marche  from  "  Casse-Noisette  "  Suite,  by  Tschaikowsky  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

Associated  Board  Examinations,  1926,  Studies  and  Pieces — 

6765  Primary  Division,  Lists  A,  B,  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  . 

6766  Elementary  Division,  Lists  A,  B,  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6767  Lower  Division,  Lists  A  and  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size     .  . 
6763     Higher  Division,  List  A  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6769  Intermediate  Grade,  List  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6770  "  A  Hill-Tune,"  by  Arnold  Bax  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  . 

6771  "  Rondino  in  E,"  Op.  28,  No.  2,  bv  Sterndale  Bennett  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6772  "  Spanish  Dance,"  by  York  Bowen  (Bar  by  bar) 

6773  "  Wanderbilder  "  (Scenes  of  Travel),  by  Adolf  Jensm  (Bar  by  bar) 

6774  "  The  Cat's  Fugue,"  by  Scarlatti  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano  Duets — 

Progressive  Duets,  Book  I,  by  Adam  Carse  (Bar  by  bar) — 

6775  Primo  parts,  pocket  size 

6776  Secondo  parts,  pocket  size 
Dance — 

6777  "  Show  me  the  way  to  go  home,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  bv  Irving  King  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6778  "  The  Toy  Drum-Major,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  . . 

6779  "  Eastern  Love,"  Valse,  by  H.  Trinoen  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6780  "  The  Bloom  is  on  the  Rye  "  ("  My  Pretty  Jane  "),  by  Bishop  (G,  Compass  C  sharp  to  D'),  pocket  size 

6781  "  L'fite,"  by  Chaminade  (G,  Compass  D  to  G') 

6782  "  A  Fat  LiT  Feller  wid  his  Mammy's  Eyes,"  by  Sheridan  Gordon  (E  flat,  Compass  E  to  F'),  pocket  size 

6783  "  Ring  out.  Wild  Bells,"  by  Gounod  (B  flat  minor,  Compass  B  to  F'),  pocket  size 

6784  "  The  Lamb  "  (Unison  Song),  by  Henschel,  pocket  size 

6785  "  Invictus,"  by  Bruno  Huhn  (G  minor,  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6786  "  The  Little  Admiral "  (Arrangement  for  Solo  Voice  from  "  Songs  of  the  Fleet  "),  by  Stanford  (C,  Compass 

pocket  size 

6787  "  The  Village  Blacksmith,"  by  W.  H.  Weiss  (B  flat,  Compass  B  to  D'),  pocket  size 

Duet— 

6788  "  The  Moon  has  Raised  her  Lamp  above  "  (Tenor  and  Baritone),  by  Benedict 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Fiction — 
6530-1     "  Under  the  Red  Robe,"  by  Stanley  Weyman,  2  vols.      .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  per  vol.  9     1 

P409-11  "  House  of  the  Arrow,"  by  A.  E.  W.  Mason,  3  vols per  col.  9     5 
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ADULT    EDUCATION    COMMITTEE 


TWO  circular  letters  of  which  we  have 
received  copies  have  been  issued  by  the 
Adult  Education  Committee.  The  first  is  as 
follows  : — 

Board  of  Education, 
King  Charles  Street, 
Whitehall, 

London,  S.W.i. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Adult  Education  Committee 
which  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  April,  1921,  has  lately 
devoted  some  attention  to  a  scheme  for  ex- 
tending facilities  for  Adult  Education  to  Blind 
Students,  and  has  been  in  consultation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Advisory  Committee  on 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  University 
Joint  Committees  for  Tutorial  Classes,  Univer- 
sity Extension  Boards,  Local  Education 
Authorities  and  many  voluntary  organisations 
are  concerned  in  the  promotion  of  courses  for 
the  liberal  education  of  adults,  and  that  these 
courses  are  attended  by  a  large  and  increasing 
number  of  students.  The  Committee  under- 
stand that,  provided  that  some  person  can  be 
found  to  conduct  a  blind  student  to  the  class, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  read  certain  books  to  him, 
there  is  no  reason  why  a  blind  student  should 
not  derive  as  much  benefit  from  a  course  as  a 
sighted  student.  They  feel  sure  that  the 
endeavour  to  bring  the  blind  into  touch  with 
the  Adult  Education  is  a  measure  which  will 
commend  itself  to  anyone  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  blind. 

The  Committee  have  accordingly  prepared 
a  register  of  the  bodies  promoting  Adult 
Education  in  each  County  area,  so  that  each 


voluntary  agency  and  institution  for  the 
blind  may  know  to  what  body  application 
should  be  made  when  facilities  are  required. 
A  copy  of  this  register  is  enclosed. 

In  the  case  of  a  student  of  exceptional 
quality,  direct  approach  to  the  University  Body 
is  suggested  ;  in  the  case  of  other  students,  it 
is  suggested  that  application  be  made  to  the 
local  education  authority  or  the  voluntary 
bodies  mentioned  in  the  register.  Where  there 
is  an  institution  for  the  blind  which  has  accom- 
modation for  classes  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
blind  desiring  to  attend  classes,  the  Committee 
are  sure  that  the  University  or  other  body  will 
be  willing  to  form  a  class  in  the  premises  of 
the  Institution. 

The  Committee  very  much  hope  that  every 
endeavour  will  be  made  to  interest  the  blind 
in  these  classes.  They  feel,  however,  that  a 
considerable  measure  of  persuasion  will  require 
to  be  exercised,  and  that  access  to  the  class  and 
provision  of  the  necessary  books  will  have  to 
be  made  easy.  The  Committee  understand 
that  in  most  cases  the  blind  student  would 
probably  prefer  that  a  book  should  be  read 
to  him,  rather  than  that  a  book  in  embossed 
type  should  be  provided.  But  if  the  latter  is 
desired,  they  understand  that  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  the  National 
Library  for  the  Blind  will  be  pleased  to  give 
any  assistance  in  their  power.  In  such  circum- 
stances it  would  be  desirable  for  the  voluntary 
agency  to  ascertain  from  the  body  promoting 
Adult  Education  what  text-book  is  likely  to 
be  required  in  a  class  which  a  blind  student 
has  consented  to  attend  as  long  as  possible 
before  the  opening  of  the  class. 
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You  will  no  doubt  be  aware  that  classes  are 
normally  carried  on  during  the  autumn  and 
spring  sessions,  commencing  in  the  latter  part  of 
September  and  continuing  till  the  end  of  March. 

(Sd.)     R.  St.  J.  Parry 

(Chairman  of  the  Adult 
Education  Committee). 
(Sd.)     A.  Eichholz 

(Ministry  of  Health  Ad- 
visory Committee  on  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind). 
In   addition  to  the  above,  a  similar   letter 
has  been  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education 
to   agencies   in  the    London   area,    in   which 
paragraph  3  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  have  accordingly  prepared 
for  the  use  of  the  Institutions  and  Agencies 
for  the  Blind  a  register  of  the  University  and 
Voluntary  Bodies  promoting  Adult  Education 
in  the  London  area,  and  have  obtained  from 
the  London  County  Council  their  '  Guide  to 
continued  Education  in  London  '  which 
contains  on  pages  29-31  and  55-56  some 
particulars  of  the  extensive  provision  of  classes 
for  the  liberal  education  of  adults  made  by  the 
Council  in  their  Literary  and  other  Institutes." 
<^> 

THE    MOON    SOCIETY 

THE  production  in  Moon  type  of  litera- 
ture of  every  description  was  well 
maintained  at  the  Moon  branch  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  During  the  year  new 
machinery  was  installed  which  will  improve 
and  cheapen  publications  in  this  type. 

The  production  during  the  period  under 
review  was  as  follows  : — 

Plate  production  .  .      3,790 

Book  production — 

Volumes        .  .  .  .      3,829 

Pamphlets      .  .  .  .      1,699 

Magazines      .  .  .  .      2,229 

Newspapers  .  .  .  .    20,942 

Alphabets,        reading 

cards,  etc.  . .      1,287 

Miscellaneous  .  .    16,017 

All  books  published  by  the  Moon  Society 
are  sold  at  75  per  cent,  reduction  of  cost  price 
to  the  blind  in  this  country,  at  50  per  cent, 
reduction  to  the  blind  in  other  parts  of  the 
British  Empire,  and  at  cost  price  to  the  blind 
in  foreign  countries.  The  value  of  these  con- 
cessions, together  with  that  of  the  large  number 
of  gifts  to  individuals  and  free  circulating 
libraries  for  the  blind,  amounted  last  year  to 
£1,634. 


HOME  TEACHING  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE    BLIND 

THIS  Society  reports  that  the  work  of 
visiting,  teaching  and  assisting  the  blind 
in  their  own  homes  has  been  steadily  main- 
tained during  the  year.  The  blind  home 
teachers  have  paid  visits  on  an  average  of  one 
per  fortnight  to  3,908  persons,  and  have 
circulated  books,  magazines,  newspapers,  etc., 
in  Braille  and  Moon  types  to  the  number  of 
25,843.  In  addition,  instruction  in  Braille  and 
Moon,  numerous  lessons  in  cane  and  rush 
seating,  light  basket  work,  netting,  the  making 
of  string  bags,  straw  bags  and  wool  rugs  and 
knitting  have  been  given,  and  the  blind 
assisted  in  numerous  ways.  All  the  teachers 
employed  by  the  Society  are  blind. 

During  the  year  the  policy  of  transferring 
the  Home  Teaching  Service  to  approved  local 
agencies  for  the  blind  has  been  steadily  pursued. 
A  number  of  home  workers  connected  with 
the  National  Institute's  Home  Workers' 
Scheme  have  received  their  instruction  from 
the  Home  Teaching  Society's  teachers,  who 
co-operate  with  the  Institute  in  furthering  the 
useful  work. 

A  grant  of  £2,281  was  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  during  the  period  under 
review,  one  of  £110  from  Gardner's  Trust  for 
the  Blind  and  £97  10s.  od.  from  the  West  Ham 
Guardians.  Blind  home  teachers'  salaries  and 
expenses  totalled  £3,478. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  amounted 
to  £4,995,  of  which  £4,223  has  directly 
benefited  the  blind.  The  income  for  the  year 
amounted  to  £2,990,  and  the  loss  on  the  year's 
working,  £2,004,  has  been  made  good  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


CONTRIBUTORY   PENSIONS   ACT 

IN  the  Widows',  Orphans',  and  Old  Age 
Contributory  Pensions  Act,  arrangements 
have  been  made  under  which  a  blind  insured 
person  who  reaches  65  years  of  age  and  who 
may  have  to  cease  to  work,  will  be  entitled 
not  only  to  a  pension  under  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  but  to  the  pension  of  10/-  per  week  under 
the  new  statute  ;  thus  making  his  income  £1 
per  week  from  Government  sources  until  he 
reaches  70  years  of  age,  when  the  latter  pension 
will  cease.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  con- 
cession has  been  given  in  lieu  of  the  forfeiture 
of  disability  grant.  The  provision  will  be 
found  on  page  24  of  the  new  Act. 


THE    BEACON  3 

A  DOZEN  DON'TS  IN  DEALING  WITH  THE  BLIND 

We  reproduce  the  following  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Charlton  Deas, 
Director  of  the  Sunderland  Public  Libraries,  Museum  and  Art    Gallery. 


i  DON'T  treat  the  blind  as  though  they 
were  abnormal  specimens  of  humanity. 
Never  talk  to  a  blind  man  as  though 
he  were  deaf,  or  credit  him  with  a 
child-mind,  or  address  him  through  a 
medium. 

2  DON'T  refer  to  blindness  as  an  "  afflic- 

tion," it  is  a  "  handicap."  Never 
express  sympathy  for  a  blind  person  in 
his  hearing,  for  you  don't  please  him 
any  more  than  you  would  a  cripple  by 
discussing  lameness  in  his  presence  ; 
there  are  more  practical  outlets. 

3  DON'T  try  to  carry  a  blind  person  when 

he  is  entering  a  tram  or  train,  crossing 
a  road,  or  going  upstairs.  He  is  not 
usually  lame,  and  only  needs  to  have 
his  hand  placed  on  a  handle  or  rail.  A 
touch  on  the  arm  is  sufficient  for  leading. 
You  need  not  help  him  to  sit  down  once 
he  knows  the  location  of  his  chair. 

4  DON'T  "  tack  "  when  piloting  him  across 

a  road  ;  avoid  angularity,  and  go 
straight  across  if  possible  ;  otherwise, 
you  may  upset  his  reckoning  or  cause 
him  to  founder  or  side-stumble  on 
reaching  the  kerb. 

5  DON'T   think   that   a   blind   guest   is    a 

serious  responsibility,  will  break  up 
your  home,  or  need  someone  to  dress, 
bib  and  feed  him  !  To  leave  him  a 
candle  and  locate  the  looking  glass 
are  frequent  errors. 

6  DON'T   ascertain  if  a   blind   man   takes 

sugar  to  tea,  by  enquiring  of  his  wife 
or  friend  ;  his  own  mentality  is  usually 
capable  of  enlightening  you  on  any 
such  matter. 


7  DON'T  make  unusual  revisions  in  con- 

versation, such  as  withdrawing  the 
word  "  see,"  and  substituting  "  heard." 
Use  the  word  "  blind  "  without  hesi- 
tation, if  you  are  discussing  "  blindness" 
with  those  so  handicapped,  but 
don't  substitute  this  topic  for  the 
weather. 

8  DON'T  fail  to  speak,  if  only  a  word,  on 

entering  a  room  in  which  there  is  a 
blind  person  ;  it  announces  your 
presence,  and  helps  to  identification. 
Always  shake  hands  when  meeting  or 
leaving  a  blind  friend  ;  for  "  a  hand- 
shake is  as  expressive  as  the  face,"  and 
is  the  substitute  for  the  smile  of 
friendship. 

9  DON'T   take   it  for  granted   that   every 

blind  person  is  a  musician — or  an 
idiot  !  Refrain  from  continually  ex- 
claiming "  wonderful  "  or  "  marvel- 
lous," because  he  can  do  quite  usual 
things,  such  as — tell  the  time  by  his 
watch,  fill  and  light  his  pipe,  or  dis- 
cover when  it  has  gone  out. 
io  DON'T  talk  of  an  "  extra  sense,"  or 
"  providential  compensations,"  and  so 
perpetuate  an  obstinate  delusion.  The 
so-called  "  miraculous  "  is  only  extra 
development. 

1 1  DON'T  limit  your  knowledge  and  interest 

in  the  blind,  generally,  to  the  street 
mendicant,  who  is  frequently  a  social 
parasite  from  choice. 

12  DON'T  be  patronising  with   the   blind, 

always  be  natural,  and  never  fail  in 
real  kindness  ;  for  "  you  never  know, 
vou  know ! " 


SCHOLARSHIPS   FOR    THE    BLIND,    DECEMBER,   1925 


THE  next  Examination  for  Gardner  Trust 
Scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  £40, 
tenable  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19,  will  be  held 
on  the  5  th  and  7th  December.  Candidates 
must  have  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  on  or 
before  the  date  of  the  Examination,  must  have 
resided  in  England  or  Wales  for  the  last  five 


years  and  be  intending  to  remain  resident. 
Application  should  be  made  to  the  Principal 
on  or  before  Monday,  the  16th  November, 
and  the  forms,  properly  filled  in  and  completed, 
returned  to  the  College  before  the  23  rd 
November,  or  the  candidate's  name  will  not 
be  placed  on  the  list. 
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THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

ON    October    12th    the    following    letter 
appeared  in  the  Press : — 

Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  7th  last  you  were 
good  enough  to  publish  a  communication 
from  me,  a  paragraph  of  which  referred  to  the 
desirability  of  powers  being  conferred  upon 
local  authorities  to  deal  with  preventable 
forms  of  blindness.  T  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
direct  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  fact 
that  such  powers  are  now  conferred  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  which  came  into  operation 
in  September.  The  particular  extract  is  as 
follows  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Part  VIII. 

Miscellaneous. 

66. — 1.  Without  prejudice  and  in  addition 
to  any  other  power  under  any  other  Act,  a 
county  council  or  local  authority  shall  have 
power,  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  to  make  such  arrangements  as  they 
may  think  desirable  for  assisting  in  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness,  and  in  particular  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  within 
their  area  suffering  from  any  disease  of  or 
injury  to  the  eye. 

2.  Any  expenses  incurred  under  this  section 
by  a  county  council  shall  be  defrayed  as  ex- 
penses for  general  county  purposes,  or,  if  the 
Minister  of  Health  by  order  so  directs,  as 
expenses  for  special  county  purposes  charged 
on  such  part  of  the  county  as  may  be  provided 
by  the  order. 

3 .  A  council  may  exercise  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  this  section  (other  than  the  power 
of  raising  a  rate  or  borrowing  money)  through 
a  committee  of  the  council,  and  may  appoint  as 
members  of  the  committee  persons  specially 
qualified  by  training  or  experience  in  matters 
relating  to  the  blind  who  are  not  members  of 
the  council ;  but  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  shall  consist  of 
members  of  the  council,  and  a  committee 
established  under  this  section  may,  subject  to 
any  direction  of  the  council,  appoint  such  and 
so  many  sub-committees  consisting  either 
wholly  or  partly  of  members  of  the  committee 
as  the  committee  thinks  fit. 

4.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  a  person 
who  becomes  an  inmate  of  any  hospital  or 
institution  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act 
shall  be  deemed  to  continue  to  be  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  area  in  which  he  was  ordinarily 
resident  before  he  became  an  inmate  of  such 
hospital  or  institution. 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  powers  indicated 
above  are  of  a  permissive  character,  but  having 
regard  to  the  valuable  results  that  have  accrued 
from  the  order  issued  by  Mr.  Burns  when  he 
was  at  the  Local  Government  Board  in  191 3, 
making  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  compulsorily 
notifiable,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
local  authorities  generally  will  be  willing  ar.d 
anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  the  newlv- 
created  facilities. 

Yours,  etc., 

Ben  Purse. 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 

224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street, 
London,  W.i.     October  8th. 


IN    MEMORIAM: 
The  Late  Joseph  Hall,  of  Swansea. 

An  angel  visitant  whom  we  call  Death  is  here  ! 
In  lowliness  and  reverence  beside  this  bier, 
Grief-stricken,  thus  we  kneel,  and  strong  men  shed 

a  tear. 
I  pray  that  I  may  meet  my  God  with  not  less  fear 
Than   the  great  soul  delivered  from   this  earthly 

sphere. 
No  more  the  note  discordant  shall  reverberate, — 
Let  silent  be  the  tongue  that  would  upbraid — too  late  ! 
The  Last  Post  sounds — and  he  hath  left  our  shores, 

for  wait 
He  may  not — we  too  ere  long  must  pass  that  mystic 


We  may  not  know  the  time,  but  God  hath  fixed  the 

date. 
Bon  voyage,  Gracious  Sire  ;  safe  to  the  nobler  state. 
0,  dear  departed  spirit,  wheresoever  thou  art, 
We'll  weave  in  fantasy  fair  garlands  for  thy  brow  : 
Gethsemane  is  past,  Eternity  for  thee  is  now  ! 

Ben  Purse. 


HONOURING  A  BLIND   OFFICER 

DURING  their  recent  visit  to  Aberdeen, 
H.M.  the  King  and  H.M.  the  Queen 
were  received  at  the  Art  Gallery  by  a  guard  of 
honour  consisting  of  ex-service  officers  and 
men.  Amongst  these  was  Captain  Albert 
Hutcheon,  M.C.,  formerly  of  the  5  th  Gordons, 
the  only  totally  blinded  ex-service  representa- 
tive on  parade.  On  being  informed  of  Captain 
Hutcheon's  presence,  H.M.  immediately 
desired  that  he  should  be  presented  to  him. 
This  was  done  amid  enthusiastic  cheers  from 
the  crowd. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

JOHN    ANDREW    FORD 


F  the  writing  of  books  there  is  no 
end.  The  publishers'  autumn  lists 
fill  column  upon  column  of  the 
daily  papers,  inviting  lovers  of  all 
kinds  of  literature  to  come  and 
take  their  choice.  So  great  is  the 
general  demand  that  the  output  in- 
creases yearly,  and  therewith  the 
number    of  publishing   firms. 

To  keep  pace  with  this  produc- 
tion   in    the 

world  of  the  blind  is  no 

easy  task,  but   it  is   at 

least  possible  to  bring 

the    very    best    within 

the  grasp  of  the  blind 

man  and  woman.    The 

question  of  providing 

literature  for  the  sight- 
less incurs  not  only  the 

labour  of  selection  and 

production,  but  also  an 

ever- vigilant  eye  on  any 

improvement    in    type 

which  may  facilitate  the 

blind  man's  task. 

From  the  engravings 

on   wooden   blocks    of 

the  17th  century  to  the 

Braille  type  in  present 

use  is  a  far  cry,  and  in 

the  Braille  world  itself 

many     changes      have 

taken     place.  Few 

people    have    had    the 

unique  opportunity  of 

studying  these  changes 

for  half  a  century — an 

opportunity  which  has 

been  enjoyed  by  the   subject  of  the  present 

biography,  Mr.  John  Andrew  Ford,  who  on 

October  6th  completed  fifty  years'  work  with 

the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  London. 
Mr.   Ford  was   born   at   Plymouth   on   the 

20th    February,    1853.      In    1869    his    family 

removed  to  London,  in  order  that  his  father 

might  resume  his  old  trade  of  boot-making, 

and   for   some   months   the   lad   acted   as   his 

assistant.     In  the  following  year  it  was  sub- 

gested  that  he  should  enter  a  printing  firm 

where   he   was   appointed   a   copyholder,  and 


Mr.  John  Andrew  Ford 


later  on  apprenticed  as  a  compositor.  Five 
years  later  eye  trouble  developed,  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  remove  a  cyst  from  his  left 
eyelid.  Within  two  days  the  wound  had 
healed,  but  in  the  following  week  another 
cyst  was  removed  from  the  right  eyelid.  This 
proved  disastrous,  and  in  the  course  of  a  week 
the  right  eye  was  completely  destroyed  ;  three 
months  later  it  was  removed,  after  having  set 
up  sympathetic  inflammation  in  the  left  eye. 
In  the  course  of  a  few 
months  all  sight  had 
completely  disappear- 
ed. The  mental  agony 
occasioned  by  his  loss 
of  sight  can  only  be 
surmised,  for  it  is  all  so 
long  ago  that  Mr.  Ford 
tells  the  tale  in  a  cheery 
and  dispassionate 
manner,  recalling  at 
the  same  time  how  his 
doctor,  the  late  Sir 
William  Lawson, 
brought  him  his  first 
Braille  writing  frame 
and  the  alphabet  sheet 
which  contained  all 
the  contractions  then 
in  use.  Sir  William 
advised  his  patient  to 
learn  the  Braille 
system  without  more 
ado,  and  to  bring  him 
a  specimen  of  his  work 
when  he  had  done  so. 
His  former  studies 
had  included  short- 
hand, which  he  de- 
clared was  of  great  assistance  to  him  in 
quickly  grasping  the  Braille  system.  Within 
a  month  he  was  able  to  hand  some  specimens 
of  his  work  to  the  interested  doctor,  who  then 
told  him  about  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association  (now  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind),  and  assured  him  that  he  would  find  a 
friend  in  its  founder  and  honorary  secretary, 
the  late  Dr.  Armitage. 

Mr.  Ford  recalls  with  pleasure  his  meeting 
with  the  Doctor,  who  when  he  heard  that  his 
visitor    had    been    a    compositor,    remarked  : 
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"  You're  just  the  very  man  we  want  !  " 
"  Thus,"  says  Mr.  Ford,  "  it  came  to  pass  that 
I  was  selected  to  assist  in  the  development  of 
the  system  of  printing  Braille  books."  He 
was  given  a  short  period  of  probation,  and  in 
this  time  copied  several  volumes  by  hand. 
In  March,  1877,  he  started  stereotyping  work. 

Mr.  Ford  has  seen  the  beginnings  of  many 
devices  planned  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  Thus, 
in  1876,  he  received  from  Dr.  Armitage  one 
of  the  very  first  interlining  frames,  Braille 
having  previously  been  written  on  one  side  of 
the  paper  only.  Now,  after  a  lapse  of  49  years, 
he  still  daily  uses  the  brass  guide,  to  which  he 
alludes  as  his  constant  friend. 

One  of  the  first  works  which  he  stereotyped 
was  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  comprising  the  first 
complete  Portion  of  the  Bible  ever  stereo- 
typed in  English  Braille.  This  was  followed 
in  1878  by  the  Book  of  Psalms,  and  the  re- 
maining Portions  were  stereotyped  between 
the  years  1880  and  1883.  The  stereotyping 
was  done  by  hand  on  brass  plates,  every  dot 
necessitating  at  least  three  blows  with  a  punch 
and  hammer.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the 
production  of  the  entire  Bible  involved  the 
necessity  of  21  million  blows  with  the  hammer. 
The  plates  stereotyped  in  this  manner  were 
presented  to  and  used  by  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  until  19 10,  when  a  new 
edition  was  issued. 

Mr.  Ford  is  proud  to  recall  that  in  1881  he 
had  the  honour  of  stereotyping  the  circular 
letter  which  announced  the  birth  of  the  first 
Braille  magazine  ever  produced  in  this  country. 
Edited  by  the  late  Dr.  Armitage,  this  magazine 
first  appeared  without  a  title,  but  the  second 
issue  was  published  under  the  name  of  Progress, 
which  it  has  ever  since  retained.  The  stereo- 
typing of  this  magazine  in  interlined  Braille 
was  continued  until  December,  1902,  when 
Mr.  Ford  produced  the  first  interpointed  copy. 
The  first  periodical  to  be  issued  in  interpoint 
was  a  magazine  entitled  Recreation,  which  has 
long  ceased  to  exist.  As  Progress  enjoyed  a 
wide  circulation  among  the  blind,  it  was 
deemed  inadvisable  to  adopt  interpointed 
Braille  until  this  method  of  printing  had 
become  more  widely  known. 

Until  his  death  Dr.  Armitage  continued  his 
editorship  of  the  magazine,  and  Mr.  Ford 
relates  that  he  was  busily  engaged  on  one  of 
its  numbers  when  he  was  told  of  the  accident 
which  resulted  in  the  untimely  death  of  the 
Doctor.  Mr.  Ford  says  :  "I  always  found  in 
him  a  very  kind  friend,  ever  ready  to  listen  to 


any  petition,  ever  willing  to  give  me  the 
benefit  of  his  advice.  His  death  was  a  heavy 
blow  to  us  all."  It  was  considered  that  the 
very  best  tribute  which  could  be  paid  to  his 
memory  was  that  of  carrying  on  adequately 
the  work  which  he  had  so  nobly  begun.  How 
far  this  has  been  accomplished  may  be  judged 
by  those  who  care  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  present 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

As  regards  Mr.  Ford's  marriage,  which  took 
place  in  1894,  he  says  :  "  I  regard  this  step  as 
the  turning-point  in  my  life.  Without  my 
wife's  devoted  help  I  could  not  have  carried 
out  the  work  which  lay  before  me  so  ade- 
quately nor  so  expeditiously."  It  is  of  interest 
to  record  that  for  some  years  his  daughter  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Institute,  while  his  son 
works  in  the  Art  Department  of  Messrs. 
Pearson's,  Ltd. 

In  the  summer  of  1894  Mr.  Ford  was 
summoned  to  the  offices  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Blind  Association  in  Cambridge 
Square,  in  order  to  test  the  first  stereotyping 
machine.  One  of  the  first  works  produced  on 
this  machine  was  "  Always  Happy,  or  the 
Story  of  Helen  Keller."  The  Braille  version 
appeared  simultaneously  with  the  inkprint 
edition,  the  printers  having  supplied  the  final 
proof  copy  for  the  purpose.  In  1897  he  was 
called  upon  to  use  the  first  interpointing 
machine,  producing  Nansen's  Story  from  the 
Daily  Chronicle.  In  the  same  year,  that  of 
Queen  Victoria's  Diamond  Jubilee,  he  stereo- 
typed "  Sixty  Years  a  Queen."  The  plates  of 
each  section  of  this  work  were  prepared  as 
soon  as  the  inkprint  version  had  appeared,  so 
that  shortly  after  the  issue  of  the  final  printed 
section,  the  Braille  edition  was  ready  for 
publication. 

In  addition  to  these  works,  he  stereotyped 
the  plates  of  Channels  of  blessing  and  of  three 
other  magazines,  known  as  Recreation,  Playtime 
and  Fellowship,  continuing  this  work  until 
December,  1902,  when  his  career  as  an  actual 
stereotyper  came  to  an  end.  Until  then  none 
but  he  had  stereotyped  the  magazines,  but  a 
fatal  accident  had  deprived  the  department  of 
its  head  proof-reader,  and  Mr.  Ford  was  now 
asked  to  take  her  place  and  also  that  of  foreman 
of  the  department — a  post  which  he  has  con- 
tinued to  occupy  until  the  present  day. 

The  passing  years  have  brought  many 
changes  in  the  scene  of  his  labours.  One  of 
the  most  important  of  these  took  place  in 
October,  1902,  when  the  Council  decided  to 
take  over  the  building  at  206  Great  Portland 
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Street,  in  order  that  the  stereotyping,  reading 
and  printing  of  Braille  books  should  be  effected 
on  the  premises  of  the  Association.  In  the 
same  year  the  Association  became  an  incor- 
porated body.  The  work  began  to  grow  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  and  a  gradual  change  took 
place  in  the  process  of  printing.  Originally 
the  sheets  had  been  dampened,  printed  on  an 
ordinary  hand  press,  and  hung  over  lines  to 
dry.  As  the  work  increased  this  method  was 
deemed  too  leisurely,  and  electrically-driven 
machines  took  the  place  of  the  hand  process, 
the  sheets  being  dried  in  a  hot-air  chamber. 
Even  with  this  accelerated  process  it  was 
found  necessary  to  set  up  three  sets  of  plates 
in  order  to  produce  the  weekly  edition  of  the 
Braille  Mail.  Owing  to  the  initiation  of  Mr. 
Stainsby,  Secretary-General  of  the  Institute, 
the  machines  then  in  use  have  now  been 
replaced  by  quick-running  presses  electrically 
.driven  and  electrically  heated,  which  work 
fifteen  times  as  quickly  as  the  former.  Dry 
paper  is  used,  and  the  bed  of  the  machine 
being  heated  electrically,  the  size  in  the  paper 
becomes  softened  ;  in  cooling  down  it  again 
hardens,  and  thus  produces  a  good,  firm  dot. 

A  further  change  took  place  in  1907,  when 
Grade  II  first  made  its  appearance  in  the  blind 
world.  "  Grade  II,"  Mr.  Ford  opines, 
"  although  it  has  some  defects,  is  admittedly 
a  very  great  advance  on  the  previous  system, 
which  was  known  as  Authorised  Braille."  In 
the  following  year  Grade  III  made  its  first 
appearance.  "  This  system,"  he  says,  "  is  not 
very  popular  because  of  its  highly  technical 
character.  At  the  same  time  it  may  serve  a 
very  useful  purpose  when  taking  down  notes.'' 

One  of  the  greatest  changes  of  all  took  place 
when  the  Association  moved  from  206  Great 
Portland  Street  to  its  present  abode.  At  the 
formal  opening  in  March,  19 14,  Mr.  Ford  had 
the  honour  of  explaining  to  H.M.  the  King 
the  method  of  preparing  the  plates  from  which 
Braille  books  are  printed.  "  His  Majesty  was 
very  much  interested,  and  requested  me  to 
shake  hands  with  him.  He  spoke  to  me  in  a 
kind  and  homely  manner  which  at  once  set 
me  at  my  ease  and  removed  all  sense  of 
nervousness."  On  the  occasion  of  its  removal 
the  Association  changed  its  name  from  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  to  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Since  the  occupation  of  the  present  buildings 
several  new  magazines  have  sprung  into  exis- 
tence— -the  Literary  Journal,  the  Musical  Maga- 
zine,  the   School  Magazine,    Comrades   and   the 


Massage  Journal,  besides  a  number  of  magazines 
and  newspapers  edited  apart  from  the  Institute. 
The  stereotyping  machines  are  constantly  at 
work,  producing  all  manner  of  literature  to 
suit  the  varied  tastes  of  the  blind  community, 
and  from  the  small  beginnings  of  which  the 
subject  of  the  present  biography  was  a  witness, 
have  sprung  a  work  of  national — indeed, 
imperial  and  world-wide — importance. 

Recently  Mr.  Ford  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  practically  the  whole  of  his  career  in 
the  printing  profession  runs  concurrently  with 
the  history  of  the  Institute. 

He  has  never  received  training  as  a  blind 
man,  but  when  questioned  on  this  subject,  he 
said  :  "  I  had  already  been  trained  for  the 
work  by  my  experience  in  the  printing  trade, 
and  as  far  as  possible  I  have  always  endeavoured 
to  bring  my  practical  knowledge  of  printing  to 
bear  upon  the  production  of  Braille  literature." 

Mr.  Ford  is  a  recognised  expert  in  the  Braille 
system,  and  is  always  ready  to  discuss  its  in- 
tricacies with  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
subject. 

Of  a  lovable  disposition,  he  is  ever 
ready  to  tell  a  tale  or  crack  a  joke,  and  he 
enjoys  the  esteem  and  the  affection  of  his  fellow- 
workers. 

In  honour  of  his  fifty  years'  connection  with 
the  Institute  the  Council  have  decided  to  give 
a  lunch  in  his  honour,  and  to  present  him  with 
a  chiming  clock  which  he  himself  has  chosen 
as  his  gift.  By  his  wish,  he  will  still  continue 
in  the  post  which  he  so  ably  fills,  and  the 
Council  of  the  Institute  have  promised  to  safe- 
guard his  future  when  he  shall  feel  it  necessary 
to  retire  from  his  work. 

It  will  readily  be  understood  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  interests  are  bound  up 
in  those  of  the  work  which  for  half  a  century 
he  has  pursued  so  faithfully  and  well.  It  is 
pleasant  to  think  of  him  in  his  hours  of  re- 
laxation at  home,  reading,  listening  to  the 
gramophone,  or  enjoying  a  peaceful  game  of 
cribbage  with  his  wife,  or  of  whist  with  her 
and  the  neighbours.  It  is  in  this  peaceful 
atmosphere  that  we  bid  farewell  to  this  veteran 
worker,  and  wish  him  a  long  life  and  health 
with  which  to  enjoy  it. 

**> 

He  is  the  best  teacher  of  others  who  is  best 
taught  himself ;  that  which  we  know  and 
love  we  cannot  but  communicate. — Dr 
Arnold. 
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THE    BLIND    NUN    OF    WARSAW 

A  DELIGHTFUL  account  of  the  life-work 
of  a  noble  blind  woman  appeared  as 
follows  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Universe  : — 
A  little  black-habited  figure  stood  still  on  the 
path  of  the  busy  street,  and  immediately  all  the 
traffic  stopped  to  allow  her  to  cross  the  road. 

A  young  American  attache  standing  by  my 
side  regarded  her  for  a  moment,  and  said  to 
me  :  "  The  most  remarkable  woman  in 
Warsaw." 

Under  the  old  empire  some  member  of  the 
Russian  Royal  Family  might  have  been  given 
a  clear  passage  through  the  streets  of  Old 
Warsaw.  But  it  was  only  a  modest  little  nun 
who  was  so  honoured  that  day — and  every 
day.  For  whenever  Sister  Elizabeth,  founder 
and  first  Superior  of  the  Society  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  Blind  in  Poland,  appears  in  the 
streets  of  her  native  city,  the  people  mount 
guard  over  her,  so  to  speak. 

"  Her  story,"  said  the  young  attache,  "  is 
one  of  the  miracles  of  the  reconstruction  of 
Poland — the  miracle  of  the  blind  leading  the 
blind. 

"  When  the  Polish  soldiers  began  to  return 
from  the  war,  a  pitifully  large  number  were 
sightless.  The  problem  of  how  to  care  for 
these  helpless  soldiers  was  one  which  the 
public  officials  could  not  solve.  There  were 
no  institutions  for  the  blind  and  no  schools. 

"  Not  a  great  many  years  before  the  breaking 
out  of  the  World  War,  Countess  Czacka  was 
the  ornament  of  one  of  the  noble  old  houses 
of  Poland.  Her  beauty,  vivacity,  and  keen 
intelligence  made  the  young  countess  the 
sun  around  which  revolved  her  social  world 
of  Warsaw.  Engaged  to  a  man  of  equal  social 
importance,  the  day  of  the  marriage  had 
been  fixed. 

"'  The  beautiful  young  noblewoman  was 
passionately  fond  of  horse-riding.  But  this 
sport  was  to  bring  upon  her  what  her  world 
considered  the  greatest  misfortune  which 
could  befall  her.  One  day  the  horse  bolted 
and  the  countess  was  thrown  violently  to  the 
ground.  When  she  regained  consciousness 
she  found  her  eyes  tightly  bandaged.  Then  a 
company  of  learned  doctors  pronounced  her 
doom — total  blindness. 

"  To-day,  you  see  her  gathering  together 
the  blind,  collecting  money  to  feed  and  clothe 
them,  selling  the  beautiful  baskets  and  other 
things  which  they  make,  managing  the  details 
of  an  establishment  which  is  at  once  an  asylum, 
a  house  of  business,  and  a  school.     Learning 


new  trades  in  order  to  teach  the  blind,  training 
teachers  of  the  blind,  directing  novices  in  the 
religious  life  and  governing  a  religious  com- 
munity— all  in  all,  one  of  the  most  capable 
business  women  in  the  whole  of  Europe." 

When  I  asked  the  little  sister  where  she  had 
found  the  inspiration  for  her  work  among  the 
blind,  in  her  sweet  low  voice  she  told  how, 
from  her  sick  bed,  she  had  asked  that  an  in- 
structor of  the  blind  be  sent  to  her.  To  her 
surprise,  but  not  her  despair,  she  learned 
that  in  her  country  there  was  no  one  capable 
of  teaching  the  blind. 

"  Then  I  knew,"  she  said  very  simply, 
"  what  my  life  work  was  to  be." 

"  But  surely,  right  at  first,  the  shock " 

"  Half  of  my  life  I  have  had  the  use  of  my 
eyes,  and  half  I  have  been  totally  blind.  The 
last  half  has  been  far  the  happier.  It  is  a  great 
privilege  to  be  blind,  for  my  life  has  been  far 
richer  than  if  I  had  kept  my  sight." 

As  soon  as  the  young  countess — -she  was 
twenty-two  at  the  time  of  her  accident — was 
able  to  leave  her  bed,  she  had  a  letter  despatched 
to  Paris  and  obtained  lessons  in  raised  writing. 
Having  taught  herself  to  read,  she  gathered 
about  her,  in  her  father's  house,  other  blind 
girls  and  taught  them  to  read. 

Soon  the  little  colony  of  blind  grew  too 
large  for  her  father's  home.  Rooms  were 
procured  outside,  and  there  the  women  met 
every  day  to  study  and  work. 

Long  attracted  to  religion,  she  entered  the 
novitiate  of  a  religious  order  and  became  a 
professed  nun.  And  then,  with  the  permission 
and  blessing  of  the  Church,  she  established  her 
new  order.  Among  the  sisters,  one-third,  like 
their  founder,  are  totally  blind.  These  work 
in  the  shop  with  their  blind  charges.  The 
other  members  perform  the  routine  tasks  of 
the  home. 

The  heart  of  the  establishment  is  Sister 
Elizabeth,  its  business  head  and  directing 
genius.  Her  blindness  interposes  no  obstacles 
to  the  most  amazing  activities. 


THE  game  of  "  Centerpeg "  has  been 
adapted  for  the  use  of  the  blind,  and  is 
obtainable  from  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.i. 
The  catalogue  number  is  9195,  and  the  game 
is  sold  at  2/6  per  set,  exclusive  of  postage. 
Diagrams  and  Braille  instructions  are  included 
in  each  set. 


THE    BEACON 

HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

THE    BASKET-MAKERS    COMPANY'S    EXAMINATION 


IJHE  Annual  Examination  held  by 
the  Worshipful  Company  of  Basket- 
makers  is  an  event  of  considerable 
interest  to  blind  basket-makers  and 
those  whose  business  it  is  to  assist 
them  in  the  pursuit  of  their  ancient 
and  skilled  calling.  Particulars  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Bobart, 
Clerk  to  the  Company,  Gresham 
College,  Basinghall  Street,  London, 
E.C.2,  who  has  been  good  enough 
to  supply  the  writer  with  some  useful  infor- 
mation and  hints,  which  are  included  in  this 
article.  Acknowledgment  is  also  due  to  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mana- 
ger of  the  Blind 
.  Employment 
Factory,  Water- 
1  o  o  Road, 
London,  S.E.i, 
for  his  kind  help 
and  permission 
to  use  for  the 
purpose  of 
illustrating  this 
article  some 
excellent  speci- 
mens of  basket- 
work  made 
by  his  blind 
workers. 

The  Examin- 
ation is  open 
to  blind  basket- 
makers  and  to 
blind  appren- 
tices. At  the 
1924  Examination  there  were  90  blind  com- 
petitors and  the  following  certificates  were 
awarded  :  40  first  class,  25  second  class,  and 
8  third  class — a  very  satisfactory  result. 

The  classes  into  which  the  work  is  divided 
are  as  follows  : — Class  1  :  Cane  and  Wicker 
Furniture  ;  Class  2  :  General  Basket-work, 
Square  ;  Class  3  :  General  Basket-work, 
Round  or  Oval  ;  Class  4  :  Fancy  Basket-work, 
Square,  Round  or  Oval.  The  work  in  Class  1 
is  not  so  well  suited  to  the  blind  competitor 
as  that  in  the  other  classes,  and  attention  will 
be  given  here  to  Classes  2  and  3  ;  for  entry  in 
Class  4,  baskets  previously  described  by  the 
writer  would  be  suitable,  and  could  be  made  in 


A  Laundry  Hamper 
(Made  by  a  blind  worker) 


fine  willow  instead  of  pulp  cane  if  desired. 
Generally  speaking,  the  main  difficulty  of  the 
sightless  worker  is  in  carrying  up  his  stakes 
properly,  and,  unfortunately  for  him,  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  correct  line  is  at 
once  apparent  to  the  trained  eyes  of  the  judges. 
Even  the  most  skilled  of  sighted  basket-makers 
has  continually  to  be  on  the  watch  lest  his 
stakes  stray  from  the  right  path,  and  the  blind 
worker  should  adopt  some  method  of  fre- 
quently testing  the  accuracy  of  their  positions 
and  never  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are  all 
right.  This  frequent  testing  should  be  applied 
to  other  items   of  the  work  also,  as   a  false 

stroke,  if  allow- 
ed  to  pass, 
may  seriously 
handicap  the 
worker  in  later 
stages  of  the 
work  ;  for  ex- 
ample, if  the 
sticks  of  a  round 
or  oval  bottom 
are  not  "opened 
out  "  properly, 
great  difficulty 
will  be  experi- 
enced in  pro- 
ducing a  well- 
shaped  basket. 
On  the  other 
hand,  work  of 
too  regular  an 
appearance  will 
at  once  arouse 
suspicion  of  the 
judges;  and  it  is  not  without  good  reason, 
though  with  the  friendliest  of  intentions, 
that  particular  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
condition  "  that  the  specimen  sent  in  is 
absolutely  and  entirely  the  work  of  the  blind 
competitor  without  any  assistance  whatsoever 
from  the  instructor  or  any  other  person."  It 
is  permissible,  however,  for  a  sighted  person 
to  "  pick  "  the  basket,  and  mechancial  guides 
or  frames  may  be  used. 

A.  27  in.  Laundry  Hamper  (B.A.  Union  List, 
page  3),  suitable  for  Class  2.  This  is  made 
of  white  willow,  with  the  exception  of  the 
upsetting,  waling,  hinges,  and  cover  bands,  for 
which   cane  is   recommended.      The   bottom, 
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sides  and  cover  may  be  either  "  close "  or 
"medium"  randed,  and  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  the  trade  these  terms  are  not  mere 
figures  of  speech.  The  bottom  is  27  ins.  by 
18  ins.  and  has  12  sticks  which  run  crossways. 
There  are  15  stakes 
in  each  side  and  10  in 
each  end,  and  after 
six  rounds  of  up- 
setting have  been 
worked,  the  basket 
is  randed  to  an  out- 
side depth  of  10  ins. 
and  a  round  of 
waling  put  on.  The 
hand-holes  are  then 
formed  by  working 
an  inch  of  randing, 
turning  at  ends  of 
basket  so  as  to  leave 
the  two  stakes  in 
centre  of  each  end 
entirely  bare. 
Another  round  of 
waling  is  put  on 
and  a  four-rod,  in- 
side two,  border  laid 
do  wn .  The 
cover  has  10 
sticks,  two  strap- 
holes  are  formed 
in  front  and  two 
hinge-holes  at 
back,  and  the 
ends  are  border- 
ed and  have  two 
bands  each. 

A.  Cane  Dust 
Basket,  suitable 
for  Class  3 . 
Palembang  cane 
is  recommended 
for  the  siding 
and  Kooboo 
(short  nature) 
for  the  re- 
mainder. The 
bottom  has  d\ 
sticks  and  is  12 
ins.  in  diameter; 
the  number  of 
stakes      is      25, 


A  Cane  Dust  Basket 

(Made  by  a  blind  worker  and  awarded  a  First  Class  Certificate  of 

Merit  by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Basket-makers) 


and,  after  the  five  rounds  of  upsetting,  these 
are  lined  by  inserting  at  the  side  of  each  another 
piece  of  cane  of  about  the  same  thickness.  The 
basket  is  medium  randed,  and  when  a  depth  of 
12  ins.  is  reached  a  round  of  waling  is  worked 


on,  and  one  of  the  handles.  The  randing  is  con- 
tinued and  two  rounds  of  top  waling  worked 
on,  bringing  the  depth  to  17  ins.  with  a  diameter 
of  18  ins.  A  five-rod,  inside  two,  border  is 
then  laid  down,  and  two  cross  bands  and  one 

short    one     worked 

on  bottom  of  basket, 
the    short    band 
coming    underneath 
the     lower     handle. 
Another    handle    is 
put    on   the   border 
on  opposite  side  of 
basket   to  the   first; 
both  are  tied  down 
in    a   horizontal 
position     with    two 
bands   to   each,  and 
four      whole      cane 
bands  reaching  down 
to    body    wale    are 
spaced  equally  round 
remainder  of  border. 
An    Oval    Sleived 
Potato    Pad  (London 
Union  List,  page  87), 
suitable      also      for 
Class    3,    made 
with      white 
willow,    randed 
bottom     and 
slewed  sides  and 
cover.      The 
bottom  is  1 6  ins. 
by    1 1  ins.   with 
three  layers  and 
two        sticks 
opened  at  each 
end,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  27 
stakes.       There 
are  two  rounds 
of       upsetting, 
and     when     14 
ins.    of  slewing 
have  been  work- 
ed,   the    stakes 
are        bordered 
down      and      a 
twisted     rod 
handle     put    at 
each  end  ;     the 
by 


An  Oval   Slewed  Potato  Pad 

(Made  by  a  blind  worker  and  awarded  a  First  Class  Certificate  of  Merit  by  the 

Worshipful  Company  of  Basket-makers) 

top  measurement  of  the  basket  is  20  ins 
14  ins.  The  cover  is  made  with  a  stout  willow 
hoop  and  four  scalloms,  and  a  stout  stick  runs 
by  the  side  of  each  scallom,  the  ends  of  these 
sticks  being  left  long  enough  to  rest  on  border ; 
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the  cover  is  tied  on  with  a  twisted  rod  hinge. 
The  writer  feels  that  he  cannot  better  con- 
clude this  article  than  by  associating  himself 
with  the  closing  paragraph  of  Mr.  Bobart's 
letter  :  "  I  trust  my  criticisms  are  not  too 
severe.  Anyway  I  wish  the  coming  competi- 
tors in  the  Blind  section  every  success,  and 
would  remind  them  of  the  good  old  tag,  'If 
at  first  vou  don't  succeed  try,  trv,  try  again.'  " 
<*>  A.  G.  K. 

NOTES  FROM  THE  INSTITUTIONS 

Leeds  Institution  for  the  Blind. — 
Report  was  made  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Blind  Persons  Act  Sub-Committee  that 
plans  of  the  new  buildings  and  workshops  for 
the  Leeds  Institute  for  the  Blind,  which  the 
City  Council  propose  to  erect  under  the  powers 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920,  had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  a  commencement  could  now 
be  made  with  the  work.  The  plans  had  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Fred  Broadbent,  F.R.I.B.A., 
the  Architect  to  the  Leeds  Education  Com- 
mittee. In  addition  to  the  new  buildings  and 
workshops,  it  was  proposed  to  provide  on  a 
site  adjoining  the  new  institute  a  training 
centre  for  boys  and  girls  leaving  the  Leeds 
Blenheim  Walk  School  for  the  Blind  at  the 
age  of  16.  *  *  * 

London  Society  for  Teaching  and 
Training  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage. — 
This  Society  records  a  further  development  of 
its  work  during  the  past  year,  and  a  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  blind  persons  under 
its  care.  On  the  31st  March,  1925,  the  following 
numbers  were  registered : — 274  boys  and  men 
and  142  girls  and  women. 

Among  the  successes  recorded  in  the 
technical  class  is  that  of  a  music  student  who 
has  gained  the  Associateship  of  Trinity  College 
of  Music,  and  one  to  whom  the  Associateship 
of  .the  Royal  College  of  Organists  has  been 
awarded.  Several  pupils  in  the  Basket-making 
Department  have  gained  the  final  certificates 
of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 
The  number  of  adult  pupils  and  of  journeymen 
has  steadily  increased.  During  the  period 
under  review  the  sales  in  the  Machine  Knitting 
Department  amounted  to  £3,297.  The  amount 
of  wages,  augmentation  wages  and  grants 
which  have  been  paid  to  the  Society's  blind 
workers  totalled  £10,815.  Grants  to  the  value 
of  £5,998  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Education,  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Local 
Authorities  and  other  sources.  Legacies  to  the 
value  of  £3,005  were  received. 


THE   NATIONAL    INSTITUTE'S 
THIRD   CAROL   BOOKLET 

BY  the  courtesy  of  the  Editor  of  Musical 
Opinion,  who  sent  an  advance  copy  of  a 
review  of  the  above  which  is  to  appear  in  the 
November  issue  of  that  important  journal,  we 
are  enabled  to  reproduce  a  detailed  and 
independent  criticism  of  the  merits  of  this 
new  publication  which  will  be  read  with 
interest  by  our  readers.  The  initials  "  C.  F.  W." 
are  those  of  a  well-known  church  musician  in 
London : — 

"  It  seems  very  early  to  be  writing  about 
Christmas,  but  by  the  time  these  Notes  appear 
in  print  the  shops  will  have  donned  their  usual 
cheery  and  inviting  appearance,  and  some  of 
us  will  be  thinking  about  our  Christmas  pur- 
chases !  Of  the  approach  of  this  joyous  festival 
one  is  reminded  by  the  appeal  just  issued  by 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  to  which 
one  wishes  a  ready  response.  Founded  in  1868 
for  the  promotion  of  education  and  employ- 
ment of  the  blind,  the  Institute  claims  to 
have  by  far  the  largest  Braille-type  publishing 
house  in  the  world,  the  music  section  com- 
prising some  three  thousand  specially  selected 
works.  In  connection  with  this  year's  appeal, 
the  Institute  has  issued  a  booklet  of  six  carols 
specially  composed  and  presented  to  them  by 
six  well-known  organists.  Thus,  a  departure 
has  been  made  from  the  policy  adopted  in  the 
two  earlier  collections,  which  consisted  of  set- 
tings by  blind  composers  of  words  by  blind 
authors.  In  the  present  set,  No.  3,  however, 
three  of  the  carols  are  settings  of  verses  written 
by  blind  people.  The  first  of  the  series,  by 
Mr.  Norman  Cocker,  is  in  unison,  with  alterna- 
ting voices  :  men  in  the  first  verse,  sopranos  in 
the  second  verse,  basses  answered  by  sopranos 
and  tenors  in  the  third  verse  in  a  related  key, 
and  all  voices  for  the  return  to  the  original 
theme  and  key  for  the  final  verse.  The  effec- 
tive organ  accompaniments  with  indications  as 
to  registration  is  sufficiently — not  excessively — 
suggestive  of  bells.  Mr.  Cunningham's  setting 
of  words  by  Ben  Jonson  (1573-1637)  affords  a 
contrast,  being  '  unaccompanied  ad  lib.''  four 
verses  to  the  same  music.  A  footnote  (following 
a  precedent  set  in  second  book)  suggests  that 
this  carol  would  be  suitable  for  outdoor  singing. 
A  setting  by  William  Faulkes  in  6-8  time  of 
words  by  Felicia  Hemans  forms  No.  3,  and  a 
'  Carol  for  Children  '  for  sopranos,  in  two 
parts,  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Hanforth  is  No.  4.  Mr. 
Meale's  contribution,  '  Peal  forth,  O  Christmas 
Bells  !  '     has   an   unusual  appearance  :    under 
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the  two  staves  upon  which  the  voice  parts  are 
written  there  is  an  independent  stave  for 
'  organ  pedal,'  which  for  the  most  part  is 
distinct  from  the  bass  of  the  chorus.  Lastly, 
there  is  a  setting  of  some  old-time  words, 
'  Make  we  merry  in  hall  and  bower,'  by  Dr. 
Prendergast,  which  again  has  the  footnote  as 
to  suitability  for  outdoor  singing.  Some 
interesting  carols  will  be  found  in  the  earlier 
books,  particularly  those  ear-marked  for 
children,  which  are  distinguished  by  simplicity 
and  directness  of  expression.  In  the  case  of  all 
three  books,  a  free  grant  of  the  necessary  copies 
is  made  to  choirs  of  churches  willing  to  set 
apart  a  Carol  Service  Collection  in  aid  of  the 
Institute's  work. 

C.  F.  W." 
Readers  could  render  invaluable  service  by 
drawing  the  attention  of  organists  and  choir- 
masters, and  clergy,  to  this  great  Christmastide 
effort.  Full  information  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Secretary,  Music  Department, 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE   BLIND 

THE  month  of  September  being  still 
holiday-time,  there  were  not  many 
events  organised  for  the  Fund  ;  but  a  success- 
ful garden  party,  despite  bad  weather,  was 
held  at  Croydon  on  September  5  th  in  the 
house  and  grounds  of  Haling  Park.  Mr. 
Preece  was  the  speaker  at  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Upper  Norwood  on  September  14th,  and  at 
Streatham  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month. 
He  also  spoke  to  the  Hammersmith  Brother- 
hood on  the  27th,  Mr.  Williams  being  at 
Walthamstow  for  a  similar  purpose. 

On  September  28th  the  Printing  and 
Kindred  Trades  Blind  Aid  Committee  organised 
one  of  their  always  enjoyable  and  successful 
concerts  at  the  Ivy  Leaf  Club,  Brixton. 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  September  34  new  cases  came 
under  their  care  (24  men  and  10  women). 
Gifts  to  the  number  of  29  were  provided  at  a 
cost  of  £81  6s.  6d.  The  amount  expended  in 
training  fees  was  £8  14s.  od.,  and  in  relief, 
£374  12s.  9d. 

Be  what  you  would  have  others  to  become. 
— H.  F.  Amiel. 


NEW   TEXT-BOOKS   ON  BRAILLE 
MUSIC  NOTATION 

IN  the  September  issue  of  The  Beacon  an 
article  appeared  on  "  Braille  Music  and 
its  Problems,"  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
Messrs.  Novello  &  Co.  were  on  the  eve  of 
publishing  for  the  National  Institute  a  letter- 
press edition  of  the  now  well-known  "  Key  " 
to  the  revised  Braille  Music  Notation,  originally 
issued  in  Braille  type  by  the  Institute  in  Dec- 
ember, 1922. 

We  are  glad  to  announce  that  the  letterpress 
edition  is  now  on  the  market  (price  5  s., 
postage  6d.  extra),  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  National  Institute.  It  is  intended  for  the 
special  use  of  sighted  persons — teachers, 
relatives  or  friends — who  wish  to  assist  blind 
students  by  themselves  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  revised  Braille  musical  system.  It  also 
forms  an  important  record,  in  inkprint,  of  the 
latest  developments  of  the  system  "  for  all  the 
world  to  see,"  so  to  speak,  an  essential  step 
towards  that  general  standardisation  of  practice 
which  is  so  desirable. 

The  letterpress  is  practically  a  duplicate  of 
the  Braille  type  edition,  copies  of  which  are 
still  offered  {pro  tem.)  to  the  blind  at  the 
specially  reduced  rate  of  2/6. 

A  feature  of  the  inkprint  edition  is  a  copious 
index  wherein  almost  every  possible  query  of 
the  student  is  anticipated.  Paragraph  numbers 
state  exactly  where  the  desired  information 
may  be  found  in  both  the  letterpress  and 
Braille  type  editions  (these  numbers  coinciding 
in  both),  so  that  the  sighted  teacher  or  friend 
and  the  blind  student  may  instantly  refer  to 
one  and  the  same  place  in  their  respective 
books,  if  necessary.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
should  be  extremely  helpful  to  all  concerned. 

The  Novello  edition  contains  precisely  the 
same  illustrative  examples  of  Braille  music  as 
the  embossed  Braille  type  copy,  and  the 
manner  in  which  these  have  been  executed  in 

"black-dot"  Braille  (••)  reflects  the  highest 

credit  on  the  printers,  who  have  spared  no 
pains  to  -produce,  in  ink,  an  absolute  replica 
of  the  illustrations  as  they  appear  in  embossed 
dots  in  the  Braille  edition. 

Our  readers  would  be  rendering  real  service 
to  the  blind  by  making  it  known  in  every 
possible  quarter  that  these  invaluable  text- 
books are  now  ready  and  available  to  all. 


, 
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NOTES  FROM  FOREIGN  INSTITUTIONS 


QUEENSLAND  BRAILLE  WRITING  ASSOCIA- 
TION.— This  Association  reports  an  in- 
crease in  its  annual  output  of  literature,  117 
volumes  having  been  written  by  various 
members  during  the  period  under  review. 
There  are  55  readers,  amongst  whom  1,252 
volumes  were  circulated.  The  "  School 
Magazine "  has  been  added  to  the  library 
shelves,  and  19  volumes  from  London  have 
completed  the  gift  made  to  the  Association 
by  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Pearson. 


The  American  Library  Association. — 
We  have  received  the  annual  report  of 
the  "  Committee  on  Work  with  the  Blind  of 
the  American  Library  Association."  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  libraries  in  27  States  of 
America  possess  departments  for  the  blind, 
besides  which  there  is  a  library  of  embossed 
books  at  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 

The  year's  report  of  this  committee  points 
out  the  value  of  a  national  organisation  such 
as  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  to 
all  libraries  circulating  embossed  reading 
matter  in  America.  An  indication  of 
the  service  which  is  rendered  by  the 
Foundation  is  the  fact  that  the  work  assigned 
to  its  Bureau  of  Research  includes  a  study  of 
the  best  methods  to  be  used  in  the  production 
of  embossed  books,  in  order  that  reading  by 
touch  be  made  less  laborious  and  the  number 
of  readers  correspondingly  increased.  Through 
the  efforts  of  the  President  of  the  Foundation 
an  appropriation  for  the  publication  of  Braille 
books  for  the  blinded  soldiers  was  included  in 
the  budget  of  the  Veterans'  Bureau,  and  a  list 
of  68  titles  will  be  available  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  "  Booklist  of  Braille  Books,"  which  has 
been  published  for  several  years  by  the  Amer- 
ican   Library    Association    as     a     temporary 


measure,  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the 
Foundation,  and  is  published  by  the  "  Outlook 
for  the  Blind."  Copies  of  current  and  back 
numbers  may  be  obtained  free  from  the  office 
of  the  Foundation,  41  Union  Square  West, 
New  York  City.  At  the  invitation  of  the 
Foundation,  the  Committee  is  conducting  a 
"  Book  News  "  column  in  the  "  Outlook  for 
the  Blind." 

For  several  years  the  committee  has  been 
interested  in  raising  funds  for  increasing  the 
output  of  embossed  literature  for  the  blind, 
and  jointly  with  the  Foundation  is  this  year 
increasing  its  efforts.  Through  the  generosity 
of  contributors  who  realise  the  need  of  sup- 
plying reading  matter  to  the  blind,  several 
fresh  books  have  recently  been  transcribed 
into  embossed  type.  The  work  of  transcribing 
Braille  books  by  hand,  which  has  been  carried 
on  largely  by  the  efforts  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  for  the  benefit  of  blinded  soldiers,  has 
resulted  in  the  organisation  of  classes  for 
teaching  Braille  in  various  communities. 

The  attention  of  librarians  is  called  to  the 
fact  that  before  establishing  a  department  for 
the  blind  a  careful  survey  of  the  library  facilities 
throughout  the  surrounding  States  should  be 
made.  To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
problem  of  circulating  books  by  mail  to  a 
widely-scattered  public,  it  is  a  well-recognised 
fact  that  a  considerable  territory  is  covered 
before  the  number  of  readers  served  justifies 
the  maintenance  of  such  a  department.  In 
conclusion,  the  report  adds  that  some  respon- 
sibility in  the  all-important  matter  of  safe- 
guarding eyesight  rests  with  the  library  pro- 
fession, and  urges  librarians  everywhere  to 
help  by  encouraging  the  use  of  well-printed 
books. 

Dr.  Arthur  E.  Bostwick  continues  as  trustee 
of  the  American  Foundation,  representing 
librarians  and  others  specially  interested  in 
libraries  for  the  blind. 


<*> 


WIRELESS  PROGRAMMES  IN  BRAILLE 


THE  British  Broadcasting  Company,  Ltd., 
have  issued  two  pamphlets  containing 
respectively  "  Programme  and  Syllabus  of 
London,  Daventry  and  Simultaneous  Broad- 
cast Talks  and  Lectures,  September  to  Dec- 
ember, 1925,"  and  "  Programmes  and  Syllabus 
of  Transmissions  to  Schools  to  be  Broadcast 


from  London,  Daventry,  Main  and  Relay 
Stations,  September  21st  to  December  17th, 
1925." 

Both  pamphlets  are  now  available  in  Braille 
at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-6-8 
Great  Portland  Street,  W.i,  price  3d.  for  the 
two,  post  free. 
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THE    HOME    WORKER 

FROM  the  days  of  the  earliest  voluntary 
Society  there  have  been  home  workers 
among  the  blind,  and  since  the  passing  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act  their  number  has  increased. 
Not  every  blind  person,  not  even  every  trained 
blind  person,  is  suitable  for  admission  to  a 
workshop,  and  there  will  always  be  some 
home  workers  for  the  voluntary  societies  to 
care  for  and  help. 

The  majority  of  home  workers  are,  and  will 
be,  girls  and  women,  and  it  is  with  these  that 
this  article  deals.  We  are  faced  with  a  three- 
fold problem  : — 

(i)  How  shall  she  be  trained  ? 

If  possible  in  an  Institution.  Here  the  in- 
struction is  more  regular  and  more  uninter- 
rupted than  can  possibly  be  the  case  in  that 
given  in  the  home.  But,  let  there  be  close 
cooperation  between  the  Institution  and 
Society  undertaking  instruction  in  the  home. 
One  knows,  or  should  know,  the  capabilities 
and  inclination  of  the  trainee  ;  the  other  knows, 
or  should  know,  the  home  conditions  and 
surroundings.  By  consultation  together  it 
should  be  possible  to  find  a  trade,  better  still 
trades,  that  will  suit  the  three  parties 
concerned. 

Then,  make  your  worker  as  independent  as 
possible.  Remember,  she  will  not  always  have 
a  supervisor  at  hand  to  pick  up  dropped  stitches 
or  help  with  difficult  bits.  A  weekly  visit  is 
the  most ;  it  may  not  be  as  often  as  that  if  the 
worker  lives  in  any  remote  spot. 

It  has  been  said  that  blind  workers  cannot 
work  without  supervision.  In  many  cases  they 
are  obliged  to  do  so,  not  because  there  is  no 
society  to  help,  but  because  of  human  limita- 
tions which  prevent  a  supervisor,  no  matter 
how  willing  and  active,  from  being  in  two 
places  at  once. 

(2)  How  shall  she  dispose  of  her  work  ? 

Naturally  through  the  agency  of  the  Home 
Teaching  Society.  But,  unless  that  Society  is 
given  fair  warning  that  another  knitter  or 
chair-caner  is  coming  home,  how  can  arrange- 
ments be  made  for  employment  ?  It  may  be 
that  a  knitting  machine  has  to  be  purchased. 
Committees  must  be  consulted,  the  worker 
visited,  and  all  this  takes  time.  The  worker 
must  be  registered,  and  before  this  can  be  done 
some  assurance  is  needed  that  her  work  will 
be  regular  and  dependable.    So,  once  again,  let 


there  be  co-operation  between  Institution  and 
Society.  Give  fair  warning  that  a  worker  is 
leaving  and  will  need  certain  equipment,  and 
send  her  home  armed  with  credentials  in  the 
shape  of  work  done  by  herself  without 
assistance. 

(3)  How  shall  she  be  paid  ? 

The  home  worker  should  be  paid  at  a 
higher  rate  than  her  sister  in  a  workshop. 
She  works  under  greater  difficulties,  and  the 
very  fact  that  she  has  to  be  self-dependent  to 
so  great  an  extent  argues  a  considerable  amount 
of  skill. 

She  can  only  be  paid  piece  rates.  Anyone 
who  has  tried  to  work  at  home  knows  the 
number  of  interruptions  that  occur,  and  the 
smaller  the  house  the  greater  the  number  of 
interruptions.  But  what  shall  those  "  piece 
rates  "  be  ?  It  is  difficult  to  lay  down  a  hard 
and  fast  rule  ;  circumstances  vary  in  varying 
localities,  but  let  them  reach  the  utmost  limit 
of  generosity.  A  home  worker  has  her  living 
to  earn,  and  would  rather  feel  she  had  earned  it 
than  that  she  had  received  it  in  "  augmentation." 

The  payment  should  be  made  promptly. 
If  work  cannot  be  paid  for  on  completion,  at 
least  let  accounts  be  settled  weekly.  In  all 
cases  let  the  welfare  of  the  worker  come  before 
the  convenience  of  the  Society. 

A  home  workers'  scheme  cannot  be  worked 
so  regularly  or  so  economically  as  a  workshop. 
It  is  necessarily  more  expensive,  simply  because 
it  costs  more  to  supervise  workers  scattered 
over  a  wide  area  than  to  supervise  the  same 
number — or  more — in  one  building.  The 
work  is  more  irregular,  orders  take  longer  to 
fulfil,  extra  time  is  taken  in  sending  out  orders 
and  materials  and  in  getting  back  the  com- 
pleted article  ;  mistakes  take  longer  to  rectify, 
and  postage  increases  the  overhead  cost  of 
working. 

But  those  who  have  seen  the  joy  that  the 
feeling  of  being  employed  brings  to  a  home 
worker  will  never  grudge  the  time  and  trouble 
needed  to  make  their  scheme  work  smoothly 
and  efficiently. 

L.  O.  Burges. 


WE  learn  that  Mr.  Fred  Martin,  the  blind 
journalist,  who  sat  in  the  last  Parliament 
for  East  Aberdeen,  is  succeeding  Major 
Mackenzie  Wood  (himself  once  a  Fleet  Street 
man)  as  prospective  Liberal  candidate  for 
Central  Aberdeen. 
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MINISTRY   OF    HEALTH  REPORT 


THE  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  furnishes  interesting  statistics 
with  regard  to  the  blind.  It  states  that  on  the 
31st  March,  1925,  12,024  blind  persons  in 
England  and  Wales  between  the  ages  of  50 
and  70  were  in  receipt  of  Old  Age  Pensions, 
as  provided  for  by  Section  I  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  as  compared  with  10,625  on  the 
same  date  last  year.  From  the  date  of  operation 
of  the  Act  to  the  31st  March,  1925,  6,776 
appeals  relating  to  claims  made  under  the  Act 
were  received. 

The  following  statement  of  the  expenditure 
incurred  or  estimated  to  be  incurred  by  local 
authorities,  otherwise  than  as  local  education 
authorities,  in  administering  their  schemes 
under  Section  2  of  the  Act,  indicates  the  growth 
of  their  contribution  towards  provision  for 
the  blind  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  : — 


1921-2 

1922-3 

1923-4 

1924-5 

1925-6 

£ 
14,671 

£ 
47,106 

£ 

75»273 

£ 

9°>452 

£ 

127,393 

During  the  year  a  sum  of  £94,970  has  been 
distributed  among  the  voluntary  agencies  and 
local  authorities  in  respect  of  the  grant- 
earning  services  for  the  blind  performed  by 
them.  The  amount  has  been  allocated  be- 
tween the  various  services  as  follows  : — 


Counties  Associations 

£ 
7,292 

Workshops 
Home  Workers 

•  39*365 

•  15,013 

Homes 
Hostels 

7,73  5 
915 

Home  Teaching 
Tools  and  Equipment 
Book  Production    .  . 

•  I9>°35 

335 

•  4,683 

Capital  Expenditure 
Miscellaneous 

577 
20 

£94,97o 

There  are  302  home  teachers  in  respect  of 
whom  the  department  are  paying  grant — a  net 
increase  of  32  during  the  year.  As  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  home  teaching  service  is  one 
which  should  be  administered  from  a  local 
centre,  arrangements  have  been  made  in 
London  and  the  Home  Counties  for  the  service 
to  be  transferred  from  a  central  agency  to  the 
appropriate  local  agencies. 

The  inspectors  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
have  continued  their  routine  inspection  of  the 
work  of  the  voluntary  agencies,  a  woman 
inspector  having  recently  been  added  to  the  staff. 

During  the  year  the  period  of  office  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind  expired,  and  it  was  decided  to  re-appoint 
the  Committee  for  a  further  period  of  office 
under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Right  Hon. 
G.  H.  Roberts. 


<=*- 


NATIONAL   LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 

NORTHERN    BRANCH  :     5  St.  John  Street,  Deansgate,  Manchester 


A    READING  COMPETITION  will  be 
held  at  the  Library  on  Tuesday,  Nov- 
ember 10th,  commencing  at  10  a.m. 

The  competitors  will  be  divided  into  the 
following  classes,  in  all  of  which  they  will  be 
asked  to  read  unprepared  passages  : — 

(1)  Adults  (professional)  ; 

(2)  Adults  (amateur)  ; 

(3)  Juniors,  up  to  16  years  of  age ; 

(4)  Juniors,  from  16  to  21. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  to  meet  com- 
petitors at  the  stations  if  they  will  kindly  state 
times  of  arrival  when  entering  for  the  com- 


petition.    When  entering  their  names,   com- 
petitors should  also  state  : — 

(1)  Age  ; 

(2)  Occupation  ; 

(3)  Whether    they    are    used    to    reading 
aloud. 

Two  prizes  will  be  awarded  in  each  class, 
and  the  winners  will  be  asked  to  stay  over- 
night in  order  that  they  may  receive  their 
prizes  at  the  Annual  Meeting  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Milton  Hall  at  4.30  p.m.  on  Nov- 
ember nth.  First-prize  winners  will  probably 
be  asked  to  give  exhibitions  of  reading  when 
their  prizes  are  presented.  Hospitality  will  be 
provided  for  those  who  stay  over-night. 
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POETRY 

"  The  Call  of  the  Hills,"*  and  other  Poems, 
deals  with  a  wide  variety  of  subjects — love,  life-, 
nature,  the  thoughts  of  the  blind — and  will 
find  their  way  to  the  reader's  heart  by  reason 
of  their  deep  sincerity.  Blind  and  paralysed, 
Mr.  Sillett  strikes  a  note  of  optimism  and 
faith  which  are  truly  inspiring.  In  a  preface 
to  these  poems,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wallace  remarks 
that  the  author's  blindness  has  prevented  him 
from  giving  to  his  poems  "  that  perfection  of 
form  which  he  would  desire,  but  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  thoughts  and  feelings  they  express 
-outweigh  in  importance  their  technical  de- 
fects." The  two  years  of  his  early  life  which 
the  writer  spent  at  sea  were  doubtless  of  great 
educative  value  to  him.  Later  he  entered  the 
offices  of  the  Newcastle  Chronicle,  where  he 
was  employed  for  over  31  years,  when  he 
became  blind.  In  this  little  book  of  songs  he 
has  endeavoured  to  communicate  to  others 
the  cheer  and  solace  which  came  to  him  in  his 
hour  of  need.  The  following  poem  is  also 
by  Mr.  Sillett,  but  it  does  not  appear  in  "The 
Call  of  the  Hills  "  :— 

GALILEE 

I  often  thinks  of  that  fair  land 

And  little  inland  sea, 
The  rounded  stretch  of  sacred  strand 

That  leads  to  Galilee. 

The  shore  where  Christ  Himself  did  walk, 

The  fishers,  rugged,  free, 
His  loving  and  persuasive  talk,, 

His  simple  "  Follow  Me." 

Their  humble  homes  with  manners  crude, 

The  crowd  at  Peter's  door, 
The  Master,  and  the  multitude, 

The  love  for  them  He  bore. 

Those  fishers  and  their  fishing  craft, 

With  Jesus  on  the  sea, 
So  weary,  gently  sleeping  aft 

In  His  serenity. 

The  storm  that  broke  upon  the  night, 

The  sense  of  coming  harm, 
Their  lack  of  faith  and  woeful  plight, 

Their  cry,  and  then  the  calm. 

The  night  the  Master  walked  the  deep, 

A  wondrous  sight  to  see, 
When  Peter  tried  his  steps  to  keep, 

And  failed  so  manfully. 

*"The  Call  of  the  Hills,"  and  other  Poems,  by  E.  J.  Sillett 
(Ripon,  William  Harrison  &  Son,  "  Chronicle  "  Office, 
Market  Place.     Price  i/-). 


The  crowd  that  came  to  hear  Him  preach 

His  boat  close  drawn  in-shore, 
The  wafted  word  that  reached  the  beach, 

The  word  that  could  restore. 

I  often  think,  °f  that  fair  land, 

That  little  inland  sea, 
The  rounded  stretch  of  sacred  strand 

Where  Christ  was  wont  to  be. 

Edward  J.  Sillett. 

POSTAGE  ON  BLIND  LITERATURE 

AS  from  1  st  October  last,  the  following 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  cost  of 
postage  on  literature  : — Packets  containing 
paper  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  blind  sent 
to  any  place  abroad  are  accepted  up  to  a 
maximum  weight  of  6|  lbs.  The  prepaid  rate 
of  postage  on  such  packet  is  :- 
Up  to  2  lbs. 

„     4  lbs.       .. 


6* 


lbs. 


id. 

id. 

iid. 


In  all  other  respects  the  regulations  regard- 
ing printed  papers  apply. 


WE  understand  that  a  new  edition  of 
Mr.  Charles  Allen's  book,  "  The  Ship 
Beautiful  "  (published  by  Messrs.  Frederick 
Warne  &  Co.),  which  was  reviewed  in  our 
June  issue,  is  now  on  sale,  price  6/-. 

On  November  17th,  at  8.15,  Miss  Victoria 
Drummond  will  give  a  recital  of  Mr.  Allen's 
poems  at  Leighton  House,  Holland  Park, 
when  Mr.  Ernest  M'Kinlay  will  sing  Maori 
and  Hawaiian  songs.  Tickets  for  the  recital 
(price  5/9  and  3/6,  including  tax)  may 
be  obtained  at  Leighton  House,  from  Miss 
Drummond,  15  Redcliffe  Square,  and  from 
Mr.  Chas.  Allen,  50  Hans  Crescent,  Knights- 
bridge. 

Wanted,  partially  Blind  Man  as  House-to-House  Collector. 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Leicester. 

Wanted  a  sighted  lady  as  Home  Teacher  and  Visitor 

to  the  Blind  in  Bedford  and  District ;  must  be  good  at 
handicrafts,  know  some  Braille,  and  be  suited  to  General 
Welfare  Work.  Apply  Secretary,  St.  Cuthbert's,  Bedford. 

There  is  a  Vacancy  on  the  Home  Visiting   Staff  of 

the  Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Counties  Association 
for  the  Blind,  Denison  House,  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road, 
London,  S.W.I.  Candidates  must  be  between  the  ages 
of  25  and  45,  and  should  apply  by  letter  before 
November  15th  to  the  Supervisor,  Home  Visiting 
Department,  giving  name  and  address,  qualifications, 
previous  experience  and  date  when  free,  and  enclosing 
copies  of  two  recent  testimonials.  Commencing  salary 
£2  10  0  weekly.      Experience  in  social  work  desirable. 
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Progress. — Hans  Christian  Andersen  and  Fairyland — 
Slavery  in  Mohammedan  Countries — Wireless  for  the 
Blind  (concluded) — National  Library  for  the  Blind — 
Correspondence — Matters  of  the  Moment — Our  Prize  Com-  . 
petitions — Advertisements — Old  Echoes — Father  of  the 
Penny  Post — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question  Box — 
French  Page — Fiction  :  A  Tabora  Sovereign — The  Sea- 
Sick  Fish.  Insets  :  Progress  Chess  Supplement ;  Home 
Occupations  for  the  Blind  :  Child's  Knitted  Dress — 
Infants'  Knitted  Belt.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Railways — The  Churches  and 
Peace — Some  Plays  of  Pirandello — According  to  Khamesa 
— Ether  and  Reality — National  Library  for  the  Blind — 
Lord  Grey's  Memoirs.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Pianoforte  Interpretation,  VIII — 
Musical  Sands — Career  of  Samuel  Coleridge  Taylor — 
Special  Notice — R.C.O.  Choir  Training  Diploma — Exami- 
nation Successes.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music  Reviews. 
Insets  :  Song  :  "  Roundabouts  and  Swings,"  by  Geoffrey 
Shaw  ;  Piano  :  "  Menuetto,"  from  Second  Fantasia,  Op. 
78,  by  Schubert.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
12s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Britain's  Forgotten 
Flag  in  Africa — Who  was  St.  George  ? — Some  Talks  on 
Music — Big  Ben's  Holiday — The  Wonderful  Telephone — 
A  Bird  that  lives  by  Crime — Told  in  Playtime — Prize 
Competition — Crab  that  Climbs  a  Tree.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Massage  Journal,  devoted  to  the  professional 
interests  of  Qualified  Masseurs  and  Masseuses. — /Etiology 
of  Malignant  New  Growths,  by  W.  E.  Gye,  M.D.,  Edin- 
burgh (continued) — News  in  the  Massage  World — Lady 
Jones'  Lecture  on  Crippling  due  to  Fractures  :  Its  Pre- 
vention and  Remedy  (to  be  continued) — Inset  :  Fractures 
and  Wound  Complications  with  Nerve  and  Trophic 
Changes,  by  T.  D.  M.  Stout,  M.D.  (concluded) — Notices — 
Dr.  Gye  and  his  work.  (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

Channels  of  Blessing. — His  Yoke — Looking  unto  Jesus 
— The  Characteristics  of  True  Religion — Christ  and  the 
Little  Ones — The  Man  from  Ceylon — Looking  back  with 
Thanksgiving — A  Song  in  the  Night — Martha  and  Mary — 


Prayer  Union — Gleanings — With  Christ  in  the  School  of 
Prayer.  Insets  :  "  Channels  of  Blessing  "  Supplement — 
A  Lesson  on  Abraham — Tools  for  Teachers. 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Logarithms — The  Poet's  Corner — North  Wales  :  A  Great 
Welshman  —  International  Notes  —  Correspondence — 
Advertisements  and  General  Notices — Stageland — Favour- 
ite Quotations.  Literary  Supplement  :  "  Wailing  Winds 
and  Naked  Woods  "  ;  "  Harrow  School."  Music  Supple- 
ment :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  The  Village  Blacksmith," 
by  A.  B.  Cooper ;  Song  :  "  God's  Garden,"  by  Frank 
Lambert.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Seeker. — Editorial — The  Seven  Words  from  the 
Cross,  by  the  Editor — Hindoo  Religion,  III  :  The 
Sankhya  Doctrine,  by  W.  Loftus  Hare — The  Mystery- 
Teaching  of  the  Bible,  11  :  The  Woman,  by  Daisy  E. 
Grove — Mystic  Immanence  :  "  Out  of  the  Everywhere 
into  Here,"  by  the  Ven.  Basil  Wilberforce,  D.D. — The 
Dramatic  History  of  the  Christian  Faith,  1  :  The  Setting 
of  the  Stage,  by  J.  J.  Van  Der  Leeuw — Guru  Lanak,  the 
Apostle  of  Peace  and  Goodwill,  by  H.  C.  Kumar — Ode  to 
the  Creator  (from  the  Russian  of  Derzhazin) — Ballad  of 
Christmas  Eve,  by  R.  Mitchell — Immanence,  by  E. 
Underhill — Extracts. 

Santa  Lucia. — After  Dark  at  Wembley — Three  Cheers 
for  a  Little  Lady — Come  into  the  Harbour,  Maud — The 
Sereal — Wrychester  Paradise  (Chapters  I,  II),  by  J.  S. 
Fletcher — The  Sleeper  in  the  Robber's  Cave — Reserves 
for  Emergencies — Thought  for  the  Month — The  Men 
under  the  Hills — Zoo  Notes — Economy  in  Clouds — A  Poor 
Man  who  gave  away  a  Fortune — Oldest  living  Man  goes 
to  Work — Round  the  World  for  Twopence  a  Mile.  (Sub- 
scription :   Inland  and  abroad,  Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille    Mail.     Issued    every     Friday     in  interpointed 

Braille.     It  is  a  weekly   newspaper   giving  the  news   of 

the    world     and     keeping      the      blind      in  touch    with 

affairs  in  general.      (Subscription  :    6s.    6d.  per   annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — A  Tabora  Sovereign — The 
Fool's  Errand — Sleep  Secrets — Poultry  Farming  of  Long 
Ago — Dog  Collar  Inscriptions — Spiders  as  Barometers — 
Cities'  Nicknames.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
o(  the  world.  (Subscription :  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


SOUTHAMPTON    ASSOCIATION    FOR    THE    BLIND. 


Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of  a  Female  Home 
Teacher,  blind  or  sighted.  Home  Teachers'  Certificate 
of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  not  essential. 
Salary  :    £156  per  annum.     The  appointment  to  be  ter- 


minable at  one  month's  notice.  Applications,  with  copies 
of  three  recent  testimonials,  to  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Sec- 
retary, 137  Hilton  Road,  Southampton. 
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THE  NEW  SCALA  THEATRE 

CHARLOTTE    STREET,    TOTTENHAM    COURT   ROAD 
Proprietor      A.  E.  Abrahams  Licensee         D.  A.  Abrahams 

^Monday,   GlS[otvember  md,    1925 

For  SIX  NIGHTS  at  8  p.m.      MATINEE,  SATURDAY,  at  2.30  p.m. 

WINIFRED    NATHAN 

PRESENTS 

SPECIAL     REVIVAL    OF     THE     GREATEST 

ADELPHI    THEATRE    SUCCESS 

TT_TR 

QUAKER   GIRL 

(By  arrangement  with  Sir  George  Dance) 
in  aid  of  the 

NATIONAL    INSTITUTE    FOR    THE    BLIND 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 

CHORLEY    WOOD    COLLEGE 

(For  Girls  with  little  or  no  Sight) 


Private  Boxes     . . 

£2  :  8  : 0       \ 

Orchestra  Stalls 

10/6,  8/6,  5/9,  3/6,  2/4 

Dress  Circle 

8/6,  5/9,  4/9 

Circle 

3/6,  2/4 

Upper  Circle 

1/2 

Saturday  Evening  : 

Orchestra  Stalls 

10/6,  8/6,  5/9,  3/6      J 

Including 
Tax 


TICKETS    can    be  obtained  from  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224  Great 
Portland    Street,    W.l    (Telephone  :    Museum    9701)  ;    or    from  the  Scala  Theatre 

(Telephone  :    Museum  6010). 
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MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 


Scenes  in  Kent,"  by  F.  H.  Wood  ( 


Church — 
Braille  Music  Catalogue  :  Church  Section  (2  parts) — 

6448  Part  I  :  Services,  Kyries,  Hymn  Books,  Psalters,  Oratorios  and  Cantatas.     Spe 

6449  Part  II  :  Anthems.     Special 

Anth  ems — 

6796  "  I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes,"  by  Ciarke-Whitfeld  (Vertical  Score) 

6797  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd."  by  Macfarren  (Vertical  Score) 

6798  "  Judge  me,  O  God,"  by  Mendelssohn  (Vertical  Score) 

6799  "  Try  me,  O  God,"  by  Varley  Roberts  (Bass  Solo  and  Chorus)  (Vertical  Score) 
Organ — 

6800  "  Ave  Maria,"  bv  Arcadelt-Liszt  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
8801     Fugue  in  G,  by  W.  T.  Best  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6802  "  Auf  Wiedersehen,"  by  A.  H.  Brewer  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6803  "  Song  of  Triumph,"  by  J.  E.  West  (Bar  by  bar) 
6304     "  Allegro  Militaire,"  by  Wolstenholme  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6805  "  Orchard  Blossoms  "  and  "  Rochester  Bells,"  Nos.  3  and  4  of  " 
Piano — 

6806  "  Tuneful  Topics  "  (Five  Easy  Pieces),  by  Harold  Craxton  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size   .  . 

6807  Suite  from  "  The  Water  Music,"  by  Handel,  arr.  by  G.  H.  Clutsam  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Five  Bagatelles,  by  Merkel  (Bar  by  bar) — 

6808  1.      "  May  Day,"  pocket  size 

6809  2.     "  Serenade,"  pocket  size 

6810  3.     "  Allemande,"  pocket  size 

6811  4.     "  Caprice,"  pocket  size 

6812  5.     "  Ballade,"  pocket  size 

6813  "  Jeux  D'Eau,"  by  Ravel  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size. 

6814  Overture  to  "  William  Tell,"  by  Rossini  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
6815"  "  Holiday  Hearts  "  (Four  Little  Pieces);  by  Colin  Taylor  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6816  "  Rondo  Brilliante  "  in  E  flat.  Op.  62,  by  Weber  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6817  Two  Short  Tone  Poems,  by  Felix  White  (Bar  by  bar) 
Dance — 

8818     "  Desenchantee,"  Tango,  by  Vincenzo  Billi  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6819  "  Who  takes  care  of  the  caretaker's  daughter  ?  "  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  C.  Fndor  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket 

6820  ."  Oh  !  how  I  love  my  darling,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Woods  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

6821  ."  The  Song  of  the  Homeward  Bound,"  by  Coningsby  Clarke  (C,  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6822  "  The  Vicar  of  Bray,"  arr.  by  G.  H.  Clutsam  (C,  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6823  "  Ye  Banks  and  Braes,"  arr.  by  G.  H.  Chitsam  (A  flat,  Compass  E  to  I"),  pocket  size 

6824  "  Roadways,"  by  J.  H.  Densmore  (B  flat,  Compass  B  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6825  "  The  Cobbler,"  by  Hermann  Loir  (G,  Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6826  "  O  Captain  !  My  Captain  !  "  by  C.  Wood  (B  flat,  Compass  B  to  E'),  pocket  size 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


Religious  Works — 
6621-6624     A  People's  Life  of  Christ,  Paterson-Smyth,  4  vols. 

Poetry — 
6646     Sohrab  and  Rustum,  Matthew  Arnold  (pocket  size) 


.per  vol.      9      2 
per  vol.      2  11 


A  MONTHLY   MAGAZINE  DEVOTED  TO  THE 
INTERESTS   OF  THE  BLIND 


vol.  IX.— No.  108. 


DECEMBER,   1925. 


Price  3d. 

3S.   PER  ANNUM,   POIT   Fill 


<SUieen  Hleianfcra 

IT    is 

with    feelings    of    profound    regret    that    we    have 

to 

record   the 

,    death 

of    Her    Majesty,    Queen    Alexandra. 

As 

is 

well    known,    her 

late    Majesty     was     deeply   interested 

in 

all 

charitable 

work,  i 

ncluding    work    for  the  blind,  and    she 

was 

>  a 

Patroness 

of  the 

National    Institute   for  the  Blind. 

DEFINITION    OF    BLINDNESS 


Ministry  of  Health. 

OR  administrative  purposes  in  con- 
nection with  training  and  employ- 
ment, the  Minister  of  Health  is 
requiring  definite  information  as  to 
the  degree  of  sight  possessed  by 
persons  assumed  to  be  blind.  The 
definition  of  blindness,  as  given  in 
the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  is  "  so 
blind  as  to  be  unable  to  perform 
any  work  for  which  eyesight  is 
essential,"  and  certificates  to  this 
effect  have  hitherto  been  accepted  and  indeed, 
we  believe,  are  still  accepted  by  Pensions 
Officers  and  Local  Committees  for  pension 
purposes.  When,  however,  an  appeal  is  entered 
against  the  decision  of  a  Pensions  Officer  or 
Local  Committee,  it  will  be  essential  to  pro- 
duce further  evidence  of  blindness,  and  we 
suggest  that  certificates  should  be  produced 
on  the  lines  of  the  "  Snellen  "  definition 
described  below. 


In  a  letter  we  have  recently  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  an  extract  is  given 
from  the  191 5  Report  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine,  Section  of  Ophthalmology.  The 
principle  laid  down  in  this  extract  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  must 
in  future  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  certi- 
ficates of  blindness  : — 

"  Experience  shows  that  persons  whose 
acuity  of  vision  (refractive  error  being 
corrected)  is  below  one-twentieth  of  the 
normal  (^  Snellen)  are  usually  unable 
to  perform  work  requiring  eyesight, 
while  persons  with  vision  better  than 
one-tenth  (^  Snellen)  are  usually  able  to 
perform  some  such  work.  Persons  with 
intermediate  degrees  may  or  may  not  be 
able  ;  much  depends  on  intelligence  and 
bodily  strength,  and  much  on  the  nature 
of  the  blindness.  A  person  whose  so- 
called  blindness  depends  on  defects  in 
the  centre  of  the  visual  field  may  fail  to 
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reach  a  given  standard  and  yet  be  able  to 
perform  some  kinds  of  work  requiring 
eyesight,  while  another  person  suffering 
from  great  contraction  of   the  field   of 
vision  may  surpass  the  same  standard  and 
yet  be  unable  to  walk  alone  or  to  do  any 
kind  of  work  requiring  eyesight." 
The  letter  proceeds  to  state  that  "  in  accor- 
dance with  this  Report  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
Department  to   regard  persons  whose  visual 
acuity  after  correction  of  the  refractive  errors 
is   greater  than  ^y    '  Snellen  '     as   not  being 
blind  unless   the   defect   of  eyesight  includes 
such  special  conditions  as  a  great  contraction 
of  the  field  of  vision.    It  is  essential,  also,  that 
only    visual    factors    should    be    taken    into 
account,  and  that  other  bodily  or  mental  in- 
firmities predisposing  to  incapacity  should  be 
disregarded." 
Board  of  Education. 

The  definition  of  blindness  in  connection 
with  educational  matters,  as  laid  down  in  the 
Elementary  Education  (Blind  and  Deaf  Chil- 
dren) Act,  1893,  now  incorporated  in  the 
Education  Act,  1921,  is  "  too  blind  to  be  able 
to  read  the  ordinary  school  books  used  by 
children." 

November,  1925. 


BLIND    BASKET-MAKERS 

EXAMPLES  of  the  excellent  work  which  is 
being  done  throughout  the  country  by 
blind  basket-makers  were  displayed  at  the 
Clothworkers'  Hall,  London,  on  November 
1 2th,  where  the  Lord  Mayor  (Sir  William 
Pryke)  opened  the  annual  exhibition  of  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Basket-makers. 

The  examiners  reported  that  the  work  of 
both  sighted  and  blind  workers  was  of  a 
very  high  standard  this  year.  There  were 
exhibits  which  had  been  sent  in  by  blind 
basket-makers  working  in  institutions  scattered 
all  over  the  country. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  declaring  the  exhibition 
open,  said  that  he  had  a  pleasant  recollection 
of  having  been  present  at  one  or  two  of  the 
company's  functions,  and  it  had  always  struck 
him  what  useful  work  was  being  done  in  the 
City  of  London  generally,  and  particularly  by 
the  Worshipful  Company  of  Basket-makers. 
He  thought  the  exhibition  would  do  much  to 
assist  those  engaged  in  the  basket-making 
industry. 

A  list  of  the  results  in  the  Blind  Section  will 
be  found  on  page  13. 


MODELS   FOR    SCHOOLS 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Beacon. 

Dear  Sir, — With  the  advance  of  education 
it  is  being  increasingly  felt  that  a  large  number 
of  models  should  be  available  for  our  schools 
and  institutions.  Teachers  are  realising  more 
and  more  that  quite  common  objects,  which 
to  sighted  children  are  familiar  from  baby- 
hood, remain  formless  and  unimagined  by  our 
children  until  they  can  be  felt  and  handled. 
For  this  purpose  the  collection  of  models  at 
the  National  Institute,  which  are  lent  out  to 
schools  as  required,  is  an  excellent  nucleus. 
The  Technical  and  Research  Committee  has 
given  considerable  thought  of  late  to  the  en- 
largement of  this  collection,  as  it  is  felt  that 
the  supply  at  present  is  quite  inadequate  to 
the  need. 

Many  models,  however,  are  now  available 
from  other  sources,  such  as  those  made  in 
china  by  Goss,  Arcadian,  etc.  : — e.g.,  the  dome 
and  front  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  and  West- 
minster Abbey,  Tower  Bridge,  Nelson  Monu- 
ment, Temple  Bar,  Old  London  Bridge,  the 
Cenotaph,  and  so  forth.  Small  busts  of  poets 
and  musicians,  well-known  sculptures,  fancy 
groups,  statuettes,  tiny  models  of  Burns'  and 
Anne  Hathaway's  Cottages,  Shakespeare's 
House,  etc.,  are  also  available.  In  addition  to 
these,  there  are  the  "  ivorex  "  plaques  in  high 
relief  of  authors'  and  poets'  heads,  scenes  from 
literature  and  famous  buildings.  There  are 
also  many  delightful  models  to  be  obtained 
in  postcard  form,  to  be  cut  out  and  fitted 
together.  These  are  very  inexpensive  and 
demonstrate  many  common  objects  most 
satisfactorily. 

It  would  be  useful  to  learn  through  the 
correspondence  column  of  The  Beacon  just  how 
much  the  toy-shops  are  filling  the  need  for 
models,  or  to  what  extent  an  increased  loan 
collection  at  the  National  Institute  is  really 
required. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Maud  Stacy. 
Woodthorpe, 

Buckhurst  Hill,  Essex. 
[Any  information  on  this  subject  will  be  most 

welcome. — Editor.] 
<*» 

Prize-winners  in  a  competition  among  St. 
Pancras  school  children,  for  the  best  essays  on 
Health  week,  included  a  blind  girl  and  two 
blind  boys.  They  received  books  printed  in 
Braille. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

Mr.    GUY    M.    CAMPBELL,    F.C.T.B.,    F.R.G.S. 


N    1912 
present 


Mr.  Guy  Campbell,  the 
Principal  of  the  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind, 
Upper  Norwood,  succeeded  his 
father,  Sir  Francis  Campbell,  who 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  a 
pioneer  in  the  advancement  of  the 
education  of  the  blind.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell actually 
brought  the 
first    two 

pupils  down  from 

London  to  the  College 

when  it  opened  on  the 

2nd    March,   1872, 

though  he  did  not  join 

the  staff  until  1879. 
Mr.    Campbell    was 

born   on    the    23rd    of 

September,      1862,     at 

Newtonville,     Mass. 

Almost        immediately 

after  his  birth  his  father 

and      mother      moved 

into    residence    at    the 

Perkins  Institute  for  the 

Blind,    South    Boston, 

and  the  earliest  recollec- 
tions that  Mr.  Campbell 

has    of   blind  work    is 

being    nursed    on    the 

knee  of  Laura  Bridgman 

and  being  given  apples 

and  pears  bv  Dr.  Howe 

for  being  a  good  boy. 

About  this  time  he  com- 
menced   his    career    of 

leading   the   blind,   for 

his  father  used  to  carry 

him   in  his  arms  when 

he  went  into  the  City, 

and  rely  upon  the  little  Guy  to  direct  him  how 

to  cross  the  streets,  get  into  trams,  etc.     This 

early  training  stood  Guy  in  good  stead  because 

before  the  age  of  six  he  had  acquired  the  habit 

of  assisting  blind  people  on  and  off  concert 

platforms,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 

of  the  six  New  England  States. 

On  his  seventh  birthday  he  started  the  first 

of  the   twenty-five  trips  he   made  across   the 

Atlantic    and    commenced    his    education    in 


Mr.  Guy  M.   Campbell,   f.c.t.b.,  f.r.g.s 


England  at  Dulwich  College,  continuing  later 
at  University  College  School,  Bridgwater 
Normal  School  and  the  Royal  School  of  Mines, 
where  he  spent  two  of  the  happiest  years  of  his 
life  under  the  late  Professors  Huxley  and  Judd. 
Of  Professor  Huxley,  one  of  the  things  Mr. 
Campbell  waxes  eloquent  about  is  the  wonder- 
ful enthusiasm  and  zeal  which  the  Professor 
passed  on  to  his  pupils  ; 
how  they  all  enjoyed  his 
wonderful  lectures,  and 
in  particular  admired 
his  skill  in  being  able 
to  draw  equally  well 
with  either  left  or 
right  hand,  or  even 
both  at  the  same  time. 
Owing  to  his  father's 
fondness  for  travel,  the 
son  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  Norway, 
Sweden,  France. 
Belgium,  Switzerland 
and  all  the  principal 
cities  in  tne  U.S.  east 
of  the  Mississippi.  He 
and  his  father  became 
expert  cyclists,  and  as  it 
was  regarded  by  all  the 
principal  cycling  firms 
as  a  good  advertisement 
to  say  that  they  had 
Dr.  Campbell  ride  their 
machines,  there  was  a 
constant  procession  of 
machines  to  Norwood 
for  the  father  and  son 
to  experiment  upon. 
Both  Land's  End  and 
John  O'Groats  have 
seen  them,  and  the  first  tricycle  tandem,  the 
old  Rudge  Rotary,  with  a  big  wheel  on  the 
left  hand  side  and  two  little  ones  on  the  right 
was  taken  for  1,200  miles  through  Norway, 
commencing  at  Bergen,  going  on  to  Christiania, 
then  to  Trondhjem  and  back  to  Bergen.  Many 
amusing  incidents  could  be  told  of  this  five 
weeks'  trip  ;  for  example,  on  landing  at 
Bergen  father  and  son  had  to  have  police 
protection  in  order  to  go  to  their  hotel,  as  the 
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inhabitants  thought  the  tandem  tricycle  was  an 
infernal  machine.  Later  on  it  got  noised  about 
that  "  a  mad  blind  man  and  his  son  "  were 
careering  through  Norway  on  a  new-fangled 
vehicle.  The  result  was  that,  as  there  were 
but  few  main  roads  in  those  days,  scouts  were 
posted  to  see  when  these  insane  people  were 
appearing,  and  then  the  villagers  would  rush 
to  the  side  of  the  road  and  wildly  cheer  as  the 
couple  rode  through.  At  one  place  the  main 
road  had  not  been  completed  and  the  engineer 
very  kindly  allocated  men  to  carry  the  machine 
chaise  a  porteur  for  the  entire  day  and  refused 
to  allow  any  other  payment  than  that  of  granting 
the  bearers  the  privilege  of  ringing  the  bell 
and  sounding  the  horn  whenever  they  stopped 
to  rest. 

For  three  years  before  climbing  Mont  Blanc 
(which  was  done  in  1881,  when  Mr.  Campbell 
was  only  nineteen)  he  and  his  father  trained 
by  mastering  one  peak  after  another,  such  as 
the  Monch,  Eiger,  Jungfrau,  Aletchhorn,  etc., 
and  they  became  nearly  as  familiar  with  many 
of  the  snow  passes  as  the  inhabitants  them- 
selves. The  Zermatt  district  was  also  tackled 
and  two  days  and  two  nights  were  spent  on 
the  Matterhorn,  members  of  the  party  taking 
turns  in  sleeping  at  the  bottom  of  a  slightly 
inclined  plane,  while  the  rest  slumped  down 
on  to  him  to  keep  bi"a  ?.nd  themselves  warm. 
Sleeping  on  bare  bodies  and  having  tea  and 
coffee  out  of  a  sardine  tin  was  one  of  the 
regular  ways  in  which  happy  holidays  and  the 
renewal  of  strength  was  kept  up. 

While  climbing  Mont  Blanc  Mr.  Campbell 
lost  his  hat  and  had  to  wear  his  woollen 
helmet  which  just  leaves  space  for  the  eyes, 
nose  and  mouth ;  the  result  was  the  sun  com- 
pletely burnt  the  skin  off  that  portion  of  the 
face  not  protected  by  the  helmet,  and  it  was 
four  or  five  days  before  he  could  bear  to  touch 
the  face  at  all.  The  guides  at  Chamounix 
informed  him  that  if  he  returned  to  the  town 
in  i960  they  then  would  probably  be  able  to 
rescue  his  hat  from  the  glacier  and  return  it 
to  him. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  Campbell  took  part  and  assisted 
Dr.  Cummings  to  produce  Mendelssohn's 
operetta  "  The  Son  and  Stranger."  All  the 
other  people  except  Dr.  Cummings  and  Mr. 
Campbell  were  blind;  this  was  the  first 
instance  of  blind  adults  acting  in  a  musical 
piece.  So  much  success  was  achieved  that  a 
committee  in  Glasgow  paid  the  expenses  of 
the  party  to  give  a  performance  in  St.  Andrew's 
Hall  of  that  city.     Enough  money  was  raised 


by  this  and  repeat  performances  to  print  the 
Cathedral  Psalter  in  Braille. 

At  the  request  of  his  father,  Mr.  Campbell 
specialised  in  physical  training,  and  was  the 
creator  of  modern  gymnastic  training  for  the 
blind.  He  mastered  the  English,  German,. 
American  and  Swedish  systems,  as  also  those 
of  Sandow  and  Muller,  by  study  in  England,, 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  Continent.  He 
also  was  the  first  to  introduce  swimming  and 
life-saving,  cycling,  and  roller  skating  to  the 
blind.  Teams  of  blind  people  have  been 
steered  all  over  London  and  Surrey,  and  taken 
as  far  afield  as  Derby  and  Birmingham,  and 
several  times  to  Brighton  and  back.  Gymnastic 
displays  were  repeatedly  given  under  his- 
direction  in  all  the  large  halls  of  London 
(Albert  Hall,  St.  James'  Hall,  Queen's  Hall,. 
Agricultural  Hall  and  the  Crystal  Palace),  at  the 
principal  exhibitions,  and  also  in  towns  such 
as  Glasgow,  Rochdale,  Derby,  Birmingham,. 
Brighton,  etc.,  not  only  with  the  College 
pupils  alone,  but  often  in  conjunction  with, 
and  at  the  invitation  of,  the  leading  gymnastic 
societies  of  the  country,  thus  proving  that  the 
disabilities  of  the  blind  could  be  overcome. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  assisted  to  conduct 
parties  of  the  pupils  to  Belgium,  Berlin  and 
the  United  States ;  and  the  concerts  given  in 
these  countries  were  a  powerful  and  practical 
method  of  showing  what  pioneer  work  the 
College  was  doing,  and  teaching  sighted 
people  that  with  proper  training  a  blind  man 
could  earn  his  own  livelihood  and  become  a 
useful  citizen. 

Mr.  Campbell  attended  conferences  for  the 
blind  at  York,  Norwood  and  Cologne,  and 
was  officially  connected  with  the  more  recent 
conferences  of  Exeter,  Manchester  and  London. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Metro- 
politan Blind  Union  in  1908,  and  was  its  Hon. 
Secretary  for  the  first  thirteen  years,  and  acted 
as  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Case  Committee 
of  the  Union ;  he  was  also  a  founder  and  joint 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Union  of  Unions  for  the 
Blind,  now  the  Union  of  Associations  for  the 
Blind,  which  was  formed  in  the  same  year. 

In  191 5  Mr.  Campbell  succeeded  in  erecting 
in  the  College  grounds  the  first  building 
devoted  entirely  to  pianoforte  tuning  belonging 
to  any  institution  in  the  world,  commencing 
at  the  same  time  a  scientific  curriculum  which 
has  won  the  unstinted  praise  of  the  Pianomakers' 
Association.  In  1 9 1 7,  in  spite  of  the  friendly 
discouragement  of  the  trade,  the  tuning  of 
player  pianos  was  taken  up ;  and  now  no  pupil. 
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can  graduate  as  a  pianoforte  tuner  from  the 
College  unless  he  is  able,  in  addition  to  the 
tuning,  to  execute  tuners'  repairs,  and  tune  the 
player  piano,  the  harmonium  and  the 
American  organ. 

Mr.  Murdoch,  President  of  the  Pianomakers' 
Association,  on  their  visit  on  3rd  October, 
1919,  stated 

"  He    knew    of   no    place    where    the 

tuning    facilities    for    students    were    so 

satisfactory,    nor    where    the    instruction 

was     more     carefully     and     scientifically 

given,  than  at  the  College.    He  challenged 

anyone   to   name   any   factory,    technical 

school   or   College   where   anything   like 

such    good    work    was    carried    on,    and 

promised     on     behalf    of    himself    and 

colleagues   to  do  their  best  to  help  the 

College." 

In  addition  to  devoting  himself  to  the  work 

for   the   blind,   Mr.   Campbell's   ambition   led 

him   to   try  and  create  a   national   system   of 

physical  training  for  the  seeing  people  of  this 

country.     To  this  end  he  helped  to  found  in 

1 89 1  the  British  College  of  Physical  Education, 

now    the    British    Association    for    Physical 

Training. 

He  joined  the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society  in 
its  first  year  of  inception  in  1891,  and  in  1892 
taught  and  presented  five  College  Students  for 
their  Proficiency  Certificate.  All  were  success- 
ful. To-date  48  Certificates  and  17  Medallions 
have  been  won.  Mr.  Campbell  was  the  first 
Chairman  of  the  Society  (a  position  held  for 
ten  years),  has  been  made  a  Vice-President, 
received  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  and 
was  one  of  the  party  invited  by  the  Swedish 
Government  to  their  country  to  demonstrate 
Life-Saving  to  the  Swedes  in  1898. 

In  1893  he  became  associated  with  the 
National  Skating  Association,  and  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Roller  Skating  Committee  for  28 
years.  In  1906  he  was  invited  to  join  the 
British  Olympic  Association,  and  was  Chair- 
man of  two  committees  for  the  1908  Olympic 
Games.  He  wrote  "  The  Vaulting  Horse," 
which  is  the  text-book  used  by  the  London 
County  Council  and  the  British  Association  of 
Physical  Training.  He  is  also  a  Vice-President 
of  the  Amateur  Diving  Association,  the 
Highgate  Life -Buoys,  etc. 

In  1907  he  was  successful  in  standardising 
the  measurements  of  apparatus  to  be  used  in 
all  future  gymnastic  competitions  in  this 
country. 

In    1912   he   was   elected   to   the   Teachers' 


Registration  Council,  and  has  again  been  re- 
elected for  a  further  period  of  three  years. 

Under  the  presidency  of  Prince  Arthur  of 
Connaught,  Mr.  Campbell  was  appointed 
Chairman  for  the  National  Gymnastic  Displays 
held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  191 2- 13-14,  at 
which  over  2,500  men  and  women  took  part. 

He  was  made  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Teachers  of  the  Blind  in  19 14,  in  recognition 
of  his  services  in  connection  with  the  education 
and  training  of  the  blind. 

In  1892  Mr.  Campbell  married  Miss  Louie 
Bealby  of  Farnsfield,  Notts.  This  event,  Mr. 
Campbell  declares,  was  the  greatest  red  letter 
for  the  College  and  himself,  and  all  who 
know  and  have  come  in  contact  with  Mrs. 
Campbell  will  heartily  endorse  the  statement. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  not  only  followed  the 
example  of  his  father  and  maintained  in  full 
efficiency  the  many-sided  activities  of  the 
College,  ably  seconded  by  his  devoted  wife, 
but  has  raised  still  higher  the  reputation  which 
the  College  has  gained  all  over  the  world  for 
its  determination  to  aim  only  at  the  highest 
standards  of  perfection. 

ROYAL  NATIONAL  EISTEDDFOD 
OF  WALES 

Swansea,   August  2  -  7th,   1926 

AMONG  the  many  competitions  in  the 
Educational  Section  of  the  Arts  and 
Crafts  programme  of  this  great  Welsh  national 
festival,  the  following  competitions,  for  which 
prizes  will  be  awarded,  have  been  arranged 
for  blind  competitors  : — a  knitted  woollen 
jumper,  a  girl's  silk  frock,  a  fibre  hall  mat,  a 
cane  accumulator  basket.  These  are  open  to 
all  competitors  who  are  blind.  There  is  also 
a  competition  for  trainees  in  the  form  of  an 
open  linen  basket.  In  Braille  a  prize  will  be 
awarded  to  the  boy  or  girl  under  16  years  of 
age  who  submits  the  best  page  of  any  pro- 
gramme, and  a  further  prize  will  be  awarded 
to  children  under  i  z  years  of  age  for  the  best 
letter  in  Grade  I. 

The  other  sections  of  the  programme  con- 
tain a  number  of  competitions  for  other 
garments,  etc.,  and,  whilst  these  are  open  to 
all,  the  Committee  feel  sure  that  many  blind 
friends  will  be  able  to  compete  favourably 
in  the  open  sections.  There  are  no  entrance 
fees,  and  full  particulars  are  contained  in  the 
programme,  obtainable  from  the  Arts  and 
Crafts  Committee,  Morgan  &  Higgs,  publishers, 
Swansea,  1/2  post  free. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

OCTOBER  saw  the  formation  of  several 
new  Circles  of  Helpers  of  the  Blind  from 
which  great  things  are  hoped  next  Geranium 
Day.  On  October  2nd,  at  Uxbridge,  the  chair 
was  taken  by  Lord  Langford,  who  subse- 
quently accepted  an  invitation  to  become  the 
President  of  the  newly-formed  Circle.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Lady  Langford  and  was 
supported  by  other  prominent  local  people, 
among  them  Sir  Barclay  Denniss,  who  told 
the  audience  of  his  share,  when  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  passing  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act.  His  son-in-law,  Captain 
Leach,  who  lost  an  eye  in  the  Great  War,  was 
elected  Chairman. 

On  the  8th  an  equally  successful  meeting 
was  held  at  Northwood,  under  the  Presidency 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Council.  An  enter- 
prising Chairman  was  found  in  Mr.  Robinson. 

On  the  24th,  at  Weybridge,  Lady  Richardson 
spoke  in  support  of  the  formation  of  a  Circle, 
in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  Sir  Philip 
Richardson,  M.P.  Ladv  May  was  elected 
President  of  the  Circle.  The  meeting  was 
followed  in  the  evening  by  a  very  successful 
dance,  both  events  beiig  held  in  the  ballroom 
of  The  Towers,  Weybridge,  by  courtesy  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  Vere  Wheeler. 

On  the  20th,  The  Mayor  of  Lambeth 
inaugurated  a  very  promising  Circle  for  the 
Borough  at  the  Carlton  Club.  Again  an 
energetic  secretary  was  found,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  Circle  will  do 
good  work  in  a  large  and  difficult  area. 

A  particularly  successful  event,  organised 
by  a  Circle  already  in  existence,  with  the  assis- 
tance of  Headquarters,  was  a  Matinee  at  the 
Repertory  Theatre,  Barnes  (kindly  lent  by  Mr. 
Ridgeway),  on  October  12th.  Mrs.  Kendal 
made  an  eloquent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Fund,  resulting  in  a  substantial  sum  of  money, 
and  the  programme  was  provided  by  a  number 
of  distinguished  professionals,  including  Miss 
Violet  Vanbrugh,  Miss  Margaret  Balfour,  Miss 
Carrie  Tubb,  Mr.  Hayden  Coffin  and  Mr. 
Frederick  Ranelow. 

The  Kensington  Circle  also  organised  a 
charming  party  on  October  14th,  when  the 
entertainment  was  provided  by  Miss  Wilhel- 
mina  Stitch  of  The  Daily  Graphic,  who  read 
selections  from  her  poems.  She  was  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Maurice  Perrin  and  Mr.  Kenneth 
Ellis,  in  addition  to  blind  artistes.  The  Mayor, 
as    President    of  the    Circle,    took   the    chair 


during  the  short  speeches  which  followed  ;  he 
was  accompanied  by  the  Mayoress,  Chairman 
of  the  Circle. 

In  addition  to  concerts  provided  at  these 
various  meetings,  the  entire  programme  was 
also  provided  by  the  concert  party  during  the 
month  at  Erith,  Willesden,  Charlton,  Ley  ton,. 
Harringay  and  Harefield. 


SHORT  SIGHT  AND   ITS  CAUSES 

IT  is  the  opinion  of  Professor  F.  W.  Edridge- 
Green,  C.B.E.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  that 
reading  does  not  cause  or  increase  short  sight. 
Professor  Edridge-Green  is  the  special  ex- 
aminer and  adviser  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on 
colour  vision  and  eyesight,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  authorities  on  ophthalmology. 

"  The  detailed  examination  of  some 
thousands  of  cases  of  myopia  (short  sight)," 
he  says,  according  to  The  Star, "  fail  to  convince 
me  that  in  a  single  case  myopia  has  been 
either  caused  or  increased  by  the  use  of  the 
eyes  for  near  work." 

The  essential  cause  of  short  sight  is  an 
obstruction  of  the  outflow  of  fluid  from  the 
eye,  which,  increasing  the  tension  within  the 
eye,  causes  short  sight  by  elongation  of  the 
eyeball. 

"  If  anyone  tries  to  lift  a  very  heavy  weight 
which  is  clearly  above  his  power,"  Dr.  Edridge- 
Green  puts  it,  "  a  feeling  of  tension  may  be 
noticed  in  the  eyes." 

The  eye  tension  may  be  caused  also  by 
coughing,  by  boxing,  cycling,  wrestling,, 
rowing  or  digging.  Dr.  Edridge-Green  has 
treated  many  cases  of  myopia  with  success. 

His  system  is  so  to  order  one's  life  that 
anything  which  increases  the  tension  within 
the  eye  may  be  avoided.  Ordinary  games  and 
sports  like  cricket,  tennis,  running  and 
archery  are  beneficial  and  do  not  cause  short 
sight. 

Candidates  undergoing  the  special  Board  of 
Trade  examination  in  the  vision  tests,  and  who 
are  found  to  be  myopic,  are  put  back  for  six 
months  for  further  examination  instead  of 
being  rejected,  after  being  given  careful  in- 
struction as  to  treatment. 

As  a  result,  43  per  cent,  of  those  deferred 
passed  on  re-examination. 

"  There  is  no  doubt,"  Dr.  Edridge-Green 
concluded,  "  that  the  eye  possesses  the  power 
of  returning  to  the  normal,  and  reading  need 
not  be  restricted  in  cases  of  short  sight  so 
long  as  it  is  done  with  comfort." 
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BOOK    REVIEW 

THE    LIFE    AND    WORK    OF    HENRY   FORD* 


URING  the  course  of  each  year  it 
is  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  read 
many  books.  Within  recent  times, 
however,  I  do  not  remember  peru- 
sing a  work  from  which  I  have 
derived  so  much  real  pleasure  and 
profit  as  from  the  admirable  auto- 
biography whose  title  stands  in  the 
forefront  of  this  column. 

Although  it  is  true  that  the 
subject  matter  of  this  work  partakes 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  an  autobiography,  it 
is  in  reality  a  much  more  important  effort  than  is 
usually  expressed  in  this  form  ;  for  it  is  a  great 
book,  and  one  which  will  be  read  when  many 
more  pretentious  volumes  have  been  relegated 
to  obscurity.  Those  who  see  in  this  narrative 
nothing  more  than  a  graphic  account  of  the 
origin  and  growth  of  the  Ford  Automobile 
Company  must  surely  have  read  the  book  so 
superficially  as  to  have  lost  its  great  message  ; 
for  Mr.  Ford  has  many  incisive  things  to  say 
of  the  modern  industrial  world  which  can 
only  be  best  expressed  by  a  successful  and 
courageous  business  man  who,  by  dogged 
persistence,  has  triumphed  where  less  energetic 
men  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  an  ill-con- 
ditioned environment. 

I  repeat,  then,  that  those  who  see  in  this 
work  nothing  more  than  is  usually  associated 
with  an  autobiography  have  entirely  failed  to 
grasp  the  significance  and  importance  of  this 
great  essay,  and  they  would  be  well  advised  to 
study  its  pages  more  closely. 

It  is  easily  discernible  that  Henry  Ford  when 
a  mere  boy  was  possessed  of  tremendous 
energy  and  determination,  and  these  priceless 
qualities,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  show,  made 
subsequent  difficulties  yield  place  to  triumphant 
achievements  ;  but  only,  as  it  were,  at  the 
conclusion  of  long  days  of  toil  and  self- 
sacrifice.  Some  of  my  readers  may  perhaps 
imagine  that  I  am  over-rating  the  value  and 
importance  of  this  book,  and  I  am  therefore 
taking  the  liberty  of  quoting  the  opinions  of 
some  critics,  whose  observations  will  doubt- 
less have  greater  weight  than  anything  I  may 
be  able  to  say  in  appreciation  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Robert  Blatchford  says  : — "  It  is  a 
Book.     It  is  a  live  Book.     It  is  a  great  Book, 

*"  My  Life  and  Work,"   by  Henry   Ford,  in  collaboration 
with  Samuel  Crowther    William  Heinemann,  Ltd.,  7/6). 


by   a   great   man If  the   average   novel 

costs  7/6,  this  book  is  worth  fifty  guineas." 

Sir  R.  A.  Hadfield  says  : — "  The  book 
should  be  read  by  all  our  younger  men." 

Lord  Riddell,  writing  in  John  O'London, 
states: — "It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
biographies  I  have  read." 

The  Star  : — "  I  wish  we  had  some  Henry 
Fords  in  England." 

The  Daily  Telegraph : — "  It  may  be  that 
Mr.  Ford  will  prove  himself  a  great  prophet 
as  well  as  a  great  industrialist." 

Before  proceeding  to  an  examination  of  the 
pages  before  me,  it  is  perhaps  advisable  that 
I  should  make  one  or  two  observations  with 
regard  to  the  important  welfare  work  which 
is  such  a  conspicuous  feature  of  the  Ford 
administration.  These  social  activities  have 
not  always  evoked  a  unanimous  chorus  of 
praise.  Indeed,  in  certain  quarters  it  would 
appear  that  Mr.  Ford's  activities  have  been 
viewed  with  something  akin  to  distrust.  It  is 
said  that  the  Ford  organisation  is  too  in- 
quisitorial, and  that  the  employment  agency 
is  more  closely  associated  with  the  life  of  the 
worker  than  circumstances  warrant.  We 
have  to  keep  in  mind,  however,  the  fact  that 
these  self-same  people  are  the  first  to  condemn 
the  capitalist  whose  organisation  takes  no 
account  of  welfare  work.  When  a  great 
industrial  magnate  comes  forward  and  en- 
deavours to  make  the  life  of  his  employees  his 
own  immediate  concern,  these  self-same  people 
complain  of  an  unreasonable  intimacy,  and 
describe  the  organisation  as  inquisitorial. 
Ford's  welfare  work  is  as  thorough  in  organi- 
sation as  his  great  business  is  complete, 
down  to  the  minutest  detail.  Indeed,  it  is  part 
of  the  same  organic  whole,  an  integral  part 
without  which  the  organisation  would  be  as 
impotent  as  the  car  without  its  magneto. 
These  critics  are  relatively  in  the  same 
position  as  those  good  people  who  are  per- 
petually declaiming  against  voluntary  charity, 
and  who,  at  the  same  time,  are  holding  out 
both  hands  ready  with  avidity  to  appropriate 
anything  and  everything  which  comes  within 
their  reach. 

The  preface  to  the  work  before  me  is  a 
statement  of  unusual  interest  whieh  cannot  be 
summarily  dismissed;  for  it  is  written  with  a 
breadth  of  vision  and  understanding,   and  a 
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deep  philosophical  concept,  which  is  at  once 
acceptable  and  in  the  highest  degree  to  be 
commended.  Indeed,  the  charm  and  grace- 
fulness of  its  diction  make  fascinating  reading, 
enriching  in  no  mean  measure  a  subject  which, 
in  the  hands  of  a  less  skilful  craftsman,  would 
oftentimes  prove  dull  and  uninteresting. 

The  introductory  passages  to  which  I  have 
alluded  read  as  follows  : — 

"  We  have  only  started  on  our  develop- 
ment of  our  country — we  have  not  as  yet, 
with  all  our  talk  of  wonderful  progress,  done 
more  than  scratch  the  surface.  The  progress 
has  been  wonderful  enough;  but  when  we 
compare  what  we  have  done  with  what  there 
is  to  do,  then  our  past  accomplishments  are 
as  nothing.  When  we  consider  that  more 
power  is  used  merely  in  ploughing  the  soil 
than  is  used  in  all  the  industrial  establishments 
of  the  country  put  together,  an  inkling  comes 
of  how  much  opportunity  there  is  ahead.  And 
now,  with  so  many  countries  of  the  world  in 
ferment,  and  with  so  much  unrest  everywhere, 
is  an  excellent  time  to  suggest  something  of 
the  things  that  may  be  done — in  the  light  of 
what  has  been  done. 

"  When  one  spc;.l:>  of  increasing  power, 
machinery  and  industry  there  comes  up  a 
picture  of  a  cold,  metallic  sort  of  world  in 
which  great  factories  will  drive  away  the  trees, 
the  flowers,  the  birds  and  the  green  fields. 
And  then  we  shall  have  a  world  composed  of 
metal  machines  and  human  machines.  With 
all  of  that  I  do  not  agree.  I  think  that  unless 
we  know  more  about  machines  and  their  use, 
unless  we  better  understand  the  mechancial 
portion  qf  life,  we  cannot  have  the  time  to 
enjoy  the  trees,  and  the  birds,  and  the  flowers 
and  the  green  fields." 

The  foregoing  extracts  may  be  taken  as 
indicative  of  the  general  trend  of  the  work, 
and  as  we  proceed  to  examine  subsequent 
pages  we  shall  more  clearly  understand  the 
object  and  purpose  by  which  the  great  industrial 
magnate  is  impelled  when  presenting  his 
thoughts  in  a  succinct  manner  to  the  world. 
The  manufacture  of  a  motor-car  is  a  distinctive 
and  important  work,  but  this  is  only  a  part  of 
the  great  process  so  far  as  Mr.  Ford  is  con- 
cerned ;  for  he  has  sought,  in  the  able  treatise 
under  review,  to  mould  the  thoughts  of  men 
by  appropriate  scientific  and  literary  treatment. 


B.  P. 


(To  be  continued.) 


A  BRILLIANT   BLIND  MUSICIAN 

IT  is  with  particular  pleasure  that  we  an- 
nounce the  success  of  a  young  blind 
musician — Mr.  Henry  G.  Newell,  Mus.  Bac,. 
F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.,  who  has  recently  taken 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music  at  Durham 
University.  Mr.  Newell,  who  resides  in 
Upper  Norwood,  London,  is  organist  and 
choirmaster  at  St.  Aubyn's  Congregational 
Church,  Upper  Norwood,  and  has  also  for 
some  years  been  engaged  as  a  visiting  teacher 
of  Aural  Culture  by  the  London  County 
Council  at  their  Day  Training  Centres  for 
Blind  Children,  where  his  work  has  been  very 
successful. 

He  received  his  training  at  the  School  for 
the  Blind,  Brighton,  and  at  the  Royal  Normal 
College  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  Newell  was  prepared  for  his  degree  by 
Dr.  Alfred  N.  Abdey  (D.  Mus.  Oxon^ 
F.R.C.O.),  of  Brighton,  who  is  an  esteemed 
member  of  the  Music  Consultative  Committee 
of  the  National  Institute. 

Dr.  Abdey  has  taken  a  special  interest  in 
the  work  of  preparing  blind  candidates  for 
University  degrees  in  music,  and  it  may  be 
mentioned  incidentally  that  he  is  himself  a 
profound  student  of  Braille  Music  Notation, 
and  (although  fully  sighted)  able  to  read  Braille 
music  fluently  by  touch,  as  well  as  to  transcribe 
elaborate  music  into  Braille  for  his  pupils 
when  necessary. 

Mr.  Newell  is  an  excellent  all-round  musician, 
and,  in  addition  to  being  a  fine  performer  on 
the  organ  and  the  pianoforte,  is  the  possessor 
of  a  highly  cultivated  baritone  voice.  He  has 
an  extensive  repertoire,  and  his  powers  of 
quick  memorization  are  remarkable ;  so  that  it 
would  seem  that  he  is  likely  to  take  high  rank 
amongst  the  representative  blind  musicians 
of  his  day. 

=** 

CHILDREN  of  the  Sunderland  School  for 
the  Blind  have  just  concluded  this 
summer's  series  of  museum  and  winter 
garden  visits,  the  handling  of  zoological  and 
botanical  specimens  having  formed  the  main 
subjects  of  this  year's  weekly  demonstrations. 
This,  and  similar  work  with  the  adult  blind, 
have  justified  the  efforts  of  the  Museum  and 
Library  authorities,  whose  director,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Charlton  Deas,  originated  the  scheme,  which 
has  since  been  adopted  in  various  parts  of  the 
world. 
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SEASONABLE    GIFTS    FOR    THE    BLIND 


T  this  time  of  the  year  officials  at 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
are  constantly  confronted  by  the 
question  :  "  Can  you  suggest  a 
Christmas  present  for  my  blind 
friend  ?  "  Visitors  to  the  Insti- 
tute are  greatly  encouraged  to 
find  how  well  every  conceivable 
taste  of  the  blind  can  be  gratified. 
Books  and  music,  specially  adapted 
games,  tools  for  the  numerous 
handicrafts  practised  by  sightless  workers — all 
these  are  obtainable  at  a  comparatively  low 
figure.  Those  who  are  unable  to  call  at  the 
Institute  are  advised  to  write  for  a  catalogue  of 
games  and  appliances  for  the  blind,  price  46.. 
post  free,  a  free  catalogue  of  Braille  books, 
and  a  free  catalogue  of  Braille  music.  Music 
catalogues  in  Braille  are  also  obtainable,  price 
6d.  each. 

To  some  of  those  who  are  endeavouring  to 
solve  the  annual  question,  the  following 
suggestions  may  be  helpful  : — 

Most  blind  people  enjoy  an  occasional  game 
of  cards,  and  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that 
Brailled  packs  of  Patience  and  other  playing 
cards  are  obtainable,  price  1/6,  whilst  other 
card  games  are  also  available.  Chess  boards, 
price  14/-  and  8/6  to  residents  in  the  British 
Isles,  and  15/-  and  8/6  for  those  resident 
abroad  or  in  the  Colonies,  form  a  welcome 
gift,  the  price  of  the  chessmen  in  their  maho- 
gany boxes  being  4/6.  Draughtsboards  are 
also  obtainable,  price  14/6  and  5/-,  the  cost  of 
draughtsmen  being  8/6  and  3/-.  Dominoes 
are  a  popular  form  of  recreation,  and  these  are 
purchasable  at  6/-  per  box.  A  variety  of  other 
games  and  puzzles  will  be  found  indicated  in 
the  catalogue. 

There  is  a  very  wide  range  of  apparatus, 
from  the  Stainsby- Wayne  Braille  shorthand- 
writer,  price  £6  7s.  6d.  for  purchasers  in  the 
British  Isles  and  £S  10s.  for  colonial  and 
foreign  buyers,  down  to  the  calyx-eyed  needle, 
price  2d.,  and  including  useful  frames  for 
ordinary  or  Braille  writing,  pianoforte  makers' 
and  shoemakers'  tools,  mathematical  apparatus, 
etc.  Braille  writing  paper  is  to  be  had  at  jd., 
4d.  and  3d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality,  and 
watches  at  the  following  prices  : — 

Gentlemen's  silver  watch,  £}. 

Gentlemen's  nickel  watch,  £1   17s.  6d. 

Ladies'  wristlet  silver  watch,  £2  15s. 


The  following  games  and  apparatus  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  catalogue  : — ■ 

The  "  Knock  "  Chair  Caning  Instruction 

frame,  price  4/-. 
"  Venetian  "  Pencil  Writing  Frame,  price 

2/6. 
The  Game  of  Centerpeg,  price  2/6. 
"  Tylor  "  Postcard  Frame,  price  5/-. 

A  gift  of  a  Braille  book  will  bring  happiness 
to  your  blind  friend,  and  in  the  Institute's 
catalogue  will  be  found  works  representative 
of  every  branch  of  literature.  The  following 
are  specimens  of  the  most  recently-published 
books  : — 

BIOGRAPHY. 
Darwin,    Charles,    by    Huxley.      Grade    2,   Large 

size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards  (6926),  G  82         . .     9     8 

EDUCATIONAL 

English 
Style,  by  Raleigh.    Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed, 

Paper  Covers  (6293),  F  58 5     9 

School  Reading  Books 
Stories  Retold  for  Boys  akd  Girls,  by  Jackson. 

Grade  2,  Intermediate  size,  Interlined  : 

Waverley.    4  vols.  (5508-5511),  B  185,  per  vol.     5     0 
Lord  Clive.     2  vols.  (4867,  4868),  B  73,  per  vol.     4     0 
ESSAYS,    BELLES    LETTRES,   etc. 
English  Humorists,  The,  by  Thackeray.     Grade  2, 

Large  size,  Interpointed,  Paper  Covers.  4  vols.  (6250- 

6253),  F  254,  per  vol.  6    4 

English  Mail  Coach,  The,  by  De  Quincey.    Grade  2, 

Large  size,  Interpointed,  Paper  Covers  (6102),  F  49      5     0 
If  I   May,   by   Milne.     Grade   2,   Large   size,   Inter- 
pointed, Cloth  Boards  (5574),  G  106  .  .  ..98 
Joan  of  Arc,  by  De  Quincey.     Grade  2,  Large  size, 

Interpointed,  Pamphlet  (6104),  E  32  .  .  .  .      2  11 

Mirror  of  the  Sea,  The,  by  Conrad.    Memories  and 

Impressions,    Grade    2,    Large    size,    Interpointed, 

Cloth  Boards.     2  vols.  (6297,  6298),  G  142,  per  vol.     8     9 
Modern    English     Essays — 1870-1920.      Grade    2, 

Large   size,   Interpointed,   Paper   Covers.      2   vols 

(5978,  5979),  F  114,  per  vol 5    9 

Modern  Superstitions,  by  De  Quincey.     Grade  2, 

Large  size,  Interpointed,  Paper  Covers  (6103),  F  43     4     6 
Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution,  by  Burke. 

Grade  2,  Large  size,   Interpointed,   Cloth   Boards. 

3  vols.  (6346-6348)  G  228,  per  vol 9    2 

Religio   Medici,  by  Browne.     Grade  2,  Large  size, 

Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards  (6310),  G  70     .  .  ..88 

Short    Studies    on    Great    Subjects,    by    Froude. 

Grade  2,  Large   size,   Interpointed,   Cloth   Boards. 

6  vols.  (6254-6259),  G  421,  per  vol 8    8 

The  Four  Georges,  by  Thackeray.     Grade  2,  Large 

size,    Interpointed,   Paper   Covers.      2   vols.  (6217, 

6218),  F  100,  per  vol.  ..51 

Through  the   Magic   Door,   by   Doyle.      Grade   2, 

Large    size,    Interpointed,    Paper    Covers.     2  vols. 

(6068,  6069),  F  107,  per  vol.  5    5 

FICTION. 
A  Conference  of  the  Powers,  etc.,  by  Kipling  (from 
"  Many  Inventions  ").     Grade  2,  Large  size,  Inter- 
pointed, Cloth  Boards  (6291),  G  72 8  10 
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A  Matter  of  Fact,  etc.,  by  Kipling  (from  "  Many 
Inventions  ").  Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed, 
Cloth  Boards  (6290),  G  69     .'.         8    7 

Atheist's  Mass,  and  other  Stories,  The,  by  de  Balzac. 
Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed,  Paper  Covers. 
4  vols.  (6246-6249),  F  235,  per  vol 5  11 

Black  Magic,  by  Bowen.  Grade  2,  Large  size,  Inter- 
pointed, Cloth  Boards.  3  vols.  (6302-6304),  G  220, 
per  vol.      .  .  ....  .  .  .  .  .  .  8  11 

Dead  Man's  Rock,  by  Couch.  A  Romance.  Grade  2, 
Large  size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  3  vols. 
(6287-6289),  G  214,  per  vol 8    9 

Haunters  and  the  Haunted,  The,  by  Lytton. 
Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed,  Pamphlet  (5451), 
E25 2    3 

Life's  Little  Ironies,  by  Hardy.  Grade  2,  Large 
size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  2  vols.  (5599, 
5600),  G  181,  per  vol.  9     8 

Lost  Endeavour,  by  Masefield.  Grade  2,  Large  size, 
Interpointed,  Paper  Covers.  3  vols.  (6305-6307), 
F  178,  per  vol.  5  11 

Monsieur  de  Rochefort,  by  Stacpoole.  A  Romance 
of  Old  Paris.  Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed, 
Paper  Covers.     3  vols.  (6046-6048),  F  192,  per  vol.     6     4 

Napoleon  of  Notting  Hill,  The,  by  Chesterton. 
Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed,  Paper  Covers. 
2  vols.  (6314,  6315),  F  132,  per  vol 6    6 

Pendennis,  by  Thackeray.  Grade  2,  Large  size, 
Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  12  vols.  (6461-6472), 
G  834,  per  vol 8     7 

Red  Cockade,  The,  by  Weyman.  Grade  2,  Large 
size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  3  vols.  (6294-6296), 
G  253,  per  vol 9     8 

Skeleton  Key,  The,  by  Capes.  Grade  2,  Large  size, 
Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  2  vols.  (6308,  6309), 
G  160,  per  vol 9     6 

Son  of  the  State,  A.  by  Pett  Ridge.  Grade  2, 
Large  size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  2  vols. 
(6044,  6045),  G  155,  per  vol  9    4 

Tongues  of  Conscience,  by  Hichens.  Grade  2, 
Large  size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards.  2  vols. 
(5568,  5569),  G  141,  per  vol 8    8 

Wood  Magic,  by  Jefferies.  A  Fable.  Grade  2,  Large 
size,    Interpointed,    Cloth    Boards.      3   vols.    (6299- 

6301),  G  226,  per  vol 9    1 

FICTION— JUVENILE 
A  Dog  with  a  Bad  Name,  by  T.  B.  Reed.     Grade  2, 

Large   size,   Interpointed,    Cloth    Boards.     3  vols. 

(6451-6453),  G  241,  per  vol 9    6 

Favourite  Greek  Myths,  by  Lilian  Stoughton  Hyde. 

Grade    1    (with    Capitals),    Large   size,   Interlined, 

Cloth  Boards.     3  vols.  (6195-6197),  G  212,  per  vol.      8     9 
Phcenix  and  the  Carpet,  The,  by  Nesbit.    Grade  2, 

Large   size,   Interpointed,    Cloth    Boards.      2   vols. 

(6459,  6460),  G  150,  per  vol 9    1 

FOREIGN 
Hebrew 
Braille  Code  and   Book   of  Jonah.     Large   size. 

Interlined,  Pamphlet  (4648),  E  8 .13 

HISTORY 
Short  History  of  the  English  People,  A,  by  Green. 

Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed,   Cloth  Boards. 

15vols.(5777-5791),Gll56(Re-stereotyped)pervol.     9     2 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Almanack    for  1925.      Grade  2,   Large  size,   Inter- 
pointed, Pamphlet  (6221),  E  28        2     6 

Basket  Making,  an  Introduction  to  the  Art  of, 

by  Okey.     Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed,  Paper 

Covers  (5928),  F  49 5    0 

Chair  Caning,   by  Knock.     Grade   2,   Intermediate 

size,  Interlined,  Pamphlet  (5929),  E  24       . .  ..22 


Cultivation    of   Osiers    and    Willows,    The,    by 
Ellmore.     Grade  2,  Large  size,  Interpointed,  Cloth 

Boards  (6000),  G  68 8     5 

RELIGIOUS   AND    DEVOTIONAL 
Scriptures 
Bible,  The  (Authorised  Version).     Grade  2,   Inter- 
mediate Interpoint. 

Isaiah.  3  vols.  (5728-5730),  B  118,  per  vol.  .  .  3  11 
Psalms,  The.  4  vols.  (5721-5724),  B  162,  per  vol.  4  1 
St.  Matthew.    2  vols.  (5743,  5744),  B  78,  per  vol.     3  11 

Revelation.     (5759),  B  38  3  10 

SOCIOLOGICAL 
Handbook  for  Home  Teachers,  A.  (College  and 
Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind.)  Grade  2, 
Large  size,  Interpointed,  Cloth  Boards  (6260).  G  83  9  8 
Pensions  for  the  Blind,  Old  Age,  1924.  Grade  2, 
Intermediate  size,  Interpointed,  Pamphlet  (6140) 
E4        08 

Following    are    some    examples    of   Braille 
music  suitable  for  Christmas  presents  : — 

PIANOFORTE 
"  Noel,"  by  Wolstenholme  (4837),  published  in  N.I.B. 

Edition  (Braille  and  Letterpress)      .  .  .  .  ..20 

"  Noel,"    by    Balfour    Gardiner    (4156),    moderately 

difficult  2     0 

Five  Christmas  Pieces  for  Children,  Op   36,  by  Gade, 

(1360),  easy 2     1 

Six  Christmas  Pieces,  Op.  72,  by  Mendelssohn  (1365), 

fairly  easy         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..37 

ORGAN 
A   Christmas   Phantasy   on   Old   English   Carols,   by 

W.  T.  Best  (6127),  fairly  difficult 3     7 

Pastoral  Symphony  from  "  Christmas  Oratorio,"  bv 

Bach  (5935),  easy         '.2     0 

SONGS 
"  Slumber,    Beloved  "    (Alto    Solo   from   "  Christmas 

Oratorio  "),  by  Bach  (1990) 2     0 

"  Lullaby  "  (Slumber  Song  of  the  Madonna),  by  Fredk. 

Keel  (4446) 2     0 

"  Shepherds'  Cradle  Song  "  ("  Sleep,  Baby,  Sleep  "), 

by  Somervell  (6039)     .  .  2     0 

"  Star  of  Bethlehem,"  by  Stephen  Adams  (1988)      ..20 
"  The  Virgin's  Lullaby,"  by  Atkins  (3568)      .  .  ..20 

CAROLS 
N.I.B.  Carol  Booklets  : 

No.  1,  various  composers  (5868),  by  Blind  Poets 

and  Composers     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

No.   2,   by  various   composers   (6144),   by  Blind 

Poets  and  Composers      .  .  .  .  .  .  ..25 

No.  3  (6647),  just  published  2  11 

SPECIAL   GIFT   BOOK 
Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation,  1922  (5625),  special 

price  net  (Braille  Edition)      .  .  . .  . .  ..26 

Key  to-  Braille  Music  Notation,  1922  (6673),  Letter- 
press Edition  (just  published)  .  .  .  .  ..50 

Besides  the  above,  a  wide  selection  of  music 
is  to  be  found  at  the  National  Institute. 

Readers  should  note  that  Christmas  cards 
with  messages  in  Braille  type  are  obtainable 
at  the  Institute,  from  id.  to  i/-  each,  also  cards 
with  greetings  in  Moon  type,  price  3d.  each. 

Finally,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  year's 
subscription  to  one  of  the  numerous  Braille  or 
Moon  periodicals  is  an  ever-acceptable  gift. 
Particulars  of  these  will  be  found  on  the  inside 
page  of  the  back  cover. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR   THE    BLIND 

DOLLS'   FURNITURE    IN    PULP    CANE 


N   this   article   the   writer  takes   the 
opportunity  of  introducing  Fitched 


nWork,  fitching  being  the  technical 
term  for  open  basket  work  such  as 
that  in  a  wicker  chair  (cross 
fitching)  and  in  a  common  type  of 
wastepaper  basket  (straight  fitch- 
ing). The  fitch  is  the  round  of 
work  immediately  above  the  open 
part,  in  the  working  of  which  the 
stakes  are  brought  into  their  re- 
quired positions.  Two  canes  are  used  as  in 
pairing,  but  in  fitching  the  left-hand  cane  goes 
under  the  other  cane  instead  of  over  it,  the  result 
being  that  the 
two  canes  are 
twisted  about 
each  other  in  the 
reverse  direc- 
tion. Some  skill 
is  required  to 
fitch  properly, 
but  the  work 
is  quite  within 
the  scope  of  the 
blind  worker  ; 
if  desired,  how- 
ever,randingcan 
be  substituted 
for  the  fitching 
in  the  examples. 
To  keep  a  fitch 
— or  in  fact  any 
other  work — 
level,  a  good 
plan  is  to  cut  a 
piece     of    stout 

cane  equal  in  length  to  the  required  depth  and 
use  this  as  a  gauge. 

A  Doll's  Cradle.  Materials  required  :  4 
bottom  sticks  of  willow  or  No.  12  cane,  14  ins. 
long,  and  9,  7  ins.  long  ;  32  stakes  of  No.  8, 
16  ins.  long,  and  21,  23  ins.  long  ;  No.  6  cane 
for  bottoming,  waling  and  fitching,  and  No.  4 
for  randing  and  forming  the  crosses  in  the 
fitching.  The  bottom  is  12  ins.  by  5  ins.,  top 
14  ins.  by  7  ins.,  and  distance  from  inside 
bottom  to  underneath  top  of  hood,  9  ins. 

The  nine  shorter  bottom  sticks  are  split 
in  their  centres  with  the  point  of  the  knife  and 
threaded  on  to  the  four  longer  ones  ;  the 
former  are  then  arranged  as  follows  :    a  pair 


A  Doll's   Cradle 


3  ins.  from  one  end,  another  pair  3  ins.  from  the 
other  end,  and  five  single  ones  spaced  equally 
between.  The  21  longer  stakes  are  inserted 
at  one  end  where  hood  is  to  come,  and,  after 
four  rounds  of  upsetting,  the  basket  is  randed 
to  a  depth  of  ih  ins.  and  two  rounds  of  waling 
put  on.  A  round  of  straight  fitching  is  worked 
at  3  ins.  depth  and  the  stakes  may  be  so  left 
or  a  piece  of  ribbon  threaded  in  later.  In  the 
example,  crosses  are  formed  by  inserting  a 
bye-stake  on  each  side  of  every  original  stake 
and  threading  the  former  through  the  fitch 
(the  ordinary  method  is  to  insert  the  bve-stakes 
first  and  fitch  them  into  position).     The  fitch 

is  convertedinto 
a  wale  by  the 
addition  of  a 
third  cane,  and 
the  bye-stakes 
are  waled  in 
with  the  stakes 
and  cut  off  on 
the  completion 
of  one  round  of 
waling.  A  few 
more  rounds  of 
randing  and  two 
rounds  of  top 
waling  bring  the 
outside  depth  to 
4  ins.,  and  the 
hood — that  bug- 
bear of  the  blind 
basket-maker  — 
has  then  to  be 
formed.  In  an 
attempt  to  make 
this  difficult  job  easier,  the  writer  suggests  that 
the  fitches  be  worked  close  down  on  top  of 
the  waling  round  end  of  cradle,  and  then,  with 
the  aid  of  the  bodkin,  carefully  lifted  into  the 
positions  they  are  to  occupy  in  the  finished 
hood.  By  this  method  the  hood  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  true  and  the  stakes  automatically 
take  up  their  correct  positions.  There  are  four 
fitches,  the  first  beginning  and  ending  at  the 
fourth  long  stake  from  the  left  and  right 
respectively,  and  the  other  three  at  the  third, 
second  and  first  long  stakes.  Cross  fitchirg 
may  be  added,  material  such  as  straw  plait 
worked  in,  or  the  stakes  left  bare.  The  cradle 
is  completed  by  adding  two  rounds  of  waling 
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to  the  hood  and  laying  down  a  five-pair  plait 
border  right  round  hood  and  body. 

A  Doll's  Table.  No.  6  for  staking,  No.  4 
for  remainder.  The  top  of  the  table  is  a 
round  mat,  6  ins.  in  diameter,  as  previously 
described,  but  without  beads.  When  a  dia- 
meter of  3  ins.  is  reached  a  9-in.  stake  is  pushed 
down  by  the  side  of  each  "  spoke  "  and  bent 
at  right  angles  away  from  worker,  and  the 
pairing  continued  beyond  these.  The  lower 
part  of  table  is  worked  as  a  basket  with  table 
top  as  its  bottom,  and  after  1  in.  of  work  has 
been  put  on,  consisting  of  two  rounds  of 
upsetting,  some  randing,  and  a  round  of 
waling,  a  fitch  is  worked  at  z\  ins.  depth,  one 
stake  being  brought  over  to  the  right  and  the 
next  to  the  left  to  form  a  series  of  crosses. 
This  is  followed  by  randing  and  a  round  of 
waling,  making  a  total  depth  of  3 \  ins.  followed 
by  a  three-rod  border,  the  inside  diameter  of 
which  is  4  ins. 

A  Doll's  Chair.  No.  6  for  staking,  No.  4 
for  remainder.  The  lower  part  of  this  is  also 
a  small  basket  inverted,  which  is  begun  with 
8,  18-in.  leagues,  and  has  a  bottom  (the  seat 
of  the  chair)  3!  ins.  in  diameter.  After  three 
rounds  of  upsetting,  an  11 -in.  bye-stake  is 
pushed  right  through  upset  by  the  side  of  each 
of  eleven  adjoining  stakes  so  that  3  ins.  is  left 
for  the  foot  and  remainder  for  the  back  of 
the  chair  ;  and  by  the  side  of  the  remaining 
five  stakes  3 -in.  bye-stakes  are  inserted  for  use 
in  the  foot  only.  A  round  of  cross  fitching  is 
now  put  on,  the  right-hand  stake  of  each  pair 
crossing  the  left-hand  stake  of  the  next  pair 
and  joining  with  the  left-hand  stake  of  the  next 
pair  but  one.  After  a  round  of  waling,  the 
bye-stakes  are  cut  off"  and  a  three-rod  border 
laid  down,  the  depth  under  border  being  z\  ins. 
inside  diameter  4  ins.  The  basket  is  inverted 
and  an  arm-stick  of  No.  12  cane  or  willow 
pushed  through  upset  down  to  bottom  of 
chair  on  the  left  of  the  left-hand  stake,  and 
another  arm-stick  to  the  right  of  the  right- 
hand  stake,  and  stake  and  arm-stick  treated  as 
one  till  border  is  reached.  The  back  has  two 
fitches,  the  second  begun  at  if  ins.  from  seat 
and  rising  to  z\  ins.  at  back,  with  the  first  fitch 
midway  between  this  and  seat.  To  finish  off  the 
first  fitch  turn  one  of  the  canes  round  the 
arm-stick  and  push  it  through  to  the  left  of 
the  other  cane  ;  both  canes  of  the  second  fitch 
are  turned  round  arm-stick  and  worked  back 
as  a  pair.  Cross  fitching  may  be  added  if 
desired,  or  the  back  could  be  cross  fitched  to 
correspond   with   the   foot,   bye-stakes   being 


added  for  the  purpose.  The  chair  is  completed 
by  a. three-rod  border  which  is  begun  and 
ended  on  the  arm-sticks  in  a  manner  similar 
to  that  described  for  the  letter  basket  dealt 
with  in  a  previous  article. 

A.  G.  K. 

"BLINDNESS" 

"  Poor,  lone  and  blind"  as  Shelley  sang 
Of  that  great  Master-mind  and  Seer, 

The  music  of  whose  magic  verse 

Doth  still  delight  and  soothe  the  ear. 

"  Blindness  "  is  but  life's  handicap, 
We  toil,  and  strive,  and  seek,  and  love, 

With  patience  as  our  great  reserve, 
And  Faith  in  things  we  cannot  prove. 

Upon  the  retina  of  the  brain 

Fond  fancies  come,  and  flit,  and  stay, 

Old  friends,  old  books,  and  many  scenes, 
Faces  of  dear  ones  passed  away, 

The  scattered  sheep  on  distant  hills, 
The  dew-drenched  gorse  in  early  morn, 

The  meadow  laid  in  fragrant  swathes, 
The  ripple  o'er  the  golden  corn, 

The  measured  dip  of  racing  oars, 
The  glint  of  gold  on  pheasant's  wing, 

The  horses  coming  up  the  "  straight," 
Many  another  joyous  thing, 

The  moonlight  gleam  on  Eastern  seas, 
The  palm  groves  and  the  lonely  isles, 

The  cherry  trees  of  Chersonese, 

Old  temples,  shrines,  and  ruined  piles — 

All  these  and  more  my  mind  conducts 
From  some  odd  corners  of  the  brain  ; 

I  thank,  mJ  God  that  I  have  seen, 
I  almost  feel  I  see  again. 

W.  H.  F. 

A    BLIND    MAYOR 

MR.  A.  K.  TURNER,  who  is  blind,  is 
this  year's  mayor  of  Boston,  Lincoln- 
shire. Mr.  Turner  is  a  Lancashire  man,  from 
Oldham.  He  went  to  Boston  thirty  years  ago, 
and  until  191 3  was  accountant  in  a  local  bank. 
He  is  secretary  of  the  Boston  and  Holland 
Blind  Society,  and  has  done  splendid  work  for 
the  organisation.  For  twenty  years  Mr. 
Turner  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  Boston  Brotherhood,  and  he  is  a  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Some  years 
ago  he  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Alderman 
W.  Porter,  a  past  mayor  of  the  Borough,  and 
she  has  zealously  assisted  her  husband  in  his 
many  activities. 
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THE  WORSHIPFUL  COMPANY  OF  BASKET-MAKERS 

RESULTS   OF    BASKET-WORK    EXAMINATION,    1925 


CLASS    I. 
Section  for  the  Blind  (Journeymen). 
ist  Class  Certificates. 
384166.      Johnson,      Leonard,      15      Waldeck 
Road,  Dartford,  Kent. 

(and  1st  Money  Pri^e  of  30/-). 
449318.     Jones,     Arthur,     4     Alma     Street, 
Kentish  Town 

{and  znd  Money  Pri^e  of  15/-). 
129300.     Burton,    Sidney    Francis,    2    Manor 
Cottages,  South  Marston. 

2nd  Class  Certificates. 
441 172.     Dudley,  George,  100  Avenue  Road, 
N.W.3 

{and  ^rd  Money  Pri^e  of  7/6). 

3RD  Class  Certificates. 
634777.     Turner,     Reuben,     Workshop     for 
Blind,  West  Hill,  Newbury. 

CLASS    II. 
ist  Class  Certificates. 

975346.  Day,     Robert,     33     De     Crespigny 
Park,  S.E. 

(and  1st  Money  Pri^e  of  30/-  and  Prime  Warden's 
Special  Pri^e). 

975347.  Allen,  William,  27  Smallwood  Road, 
Tooting,  S.W. 

(and  znd  Money  Pri^e  of  15/-). 
996332.     Dicker,  Thomas,  13  Petersfield  Road, 
Acton 

{and  i,rd  Money  Pri-^e  ofj/6). 
901 2 10.     Buckle,    Walter,    90    High    Street, 

Mortlake,  S.W. 
975336.     Chandler,  Frederick,  37  Commercial 
Road,  S.E. 

975343.  Yates,  Henry,   5   Edgecombe  Road, 
S.E. 

975344.  Rowberry,    William,    5    Edgecombe 
Road,  S.E. 

1 12  5 17.     Ringrose,    Thomas,     12    Haughton 

Road,  York. 
975342.     Wright,    James,     39    Cator    Street, 

Peckham. 

2nd  Class  Certificates. 
6691 1 1.     Robinson,    Joseph   Thomas,    2   Bit- 

tacy  Road,  Mill  Hill. 
529164.     Brown,    Frederick    John,    27    Percy 
Road,  Greet,  Birmingham. 

3RD  Class  Certificates. 
274898.     Pfaff,  Oswald,  22  Cabot  Street,  St. 
Paul's,  Bristol. 


382769.  Bryant,  Jacob,  38  Arthur  Street, 
Luton. 

975335.  Bridger,  Reginald,  33  De  Crespigny 
Park,  Camberwell,  S.E. 

765333.  Turner,  Reuben,  West  Hill,  New- 
bury. 

CLASS    III. 

ist  Class  Certificates. 

1 125 18.  Scaife,  Fred,  30  Townsend  Street, 
Groves,  York 

(and  1st  Money  Pri^e  of  30/-). 

367771.  Turner,  Reuben,  West  Mill,  New- 
bury 

(and  znd  Money  Pri^e  of  1 5/-). 

276527.  Stone,  Oliver,  Bawdrip,  nr.  Bridg- 
water, Somerset 

(and  srd  Money  Pri^e  of  7/6). 

135790.  Grivell,  Henrv,  Longcross  Street, 
Cardiff. 

357901.  Stacev,  Stanley,  Longcross  Street, 
Cardiff. 

889612.  Cook,  William  (80  years),  4  Chi- 
chester Road,  Kilburn. 

975334.  Evans,  William,  43a  Southampton 
Street,  Camberwell,  S.E. 

CLASS   IV. 
ist  Class  Certificates. 

638251.  Farley,  Frederick,  46  Townend  Cot- 
tages, St.  John's  Wood 

(and  1st  Money  Pri-^e  of  30/-). 

975322.  Wright,  Mrs.  Ada,  39  Cator  Street, 
Peckham,  S.E. 

(and  znd  Money  Pri^e  of  1 5/-). 

975319.  Axford,  Ivy,  93  Grove  Lane,  Cam- 
berwell, S.E. 

(and  ird  Money  Pri^e  of  7/6). 

1 18244.  Steggles,  Robert,  73a  Station  Road, 
Camberwell. 

452753.  Thompson,  John,  68  Blythe  Street, 
Camberwell. 

975  333-  Potter,  William,  33  De  Crespigny 
Park,  Camberwell,  S.E. 

269540.  Marriott,  John,  6  Townsend, 
Soham,  Cambs. 

975339.  Day,  Robert,  33  De  Crespigny  Park, 
Camberwell,  S.E. 

975337.  Hills,  John,  3c  Delia  Street,  Wands- 
worth, S.W. 
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2nd  Class  Certificates. 
242519.     Dalloway,     Winifred    Agnes,    Edg- 

baston,  Birmingham. 
790135.     Leaves,    Alfred,    Longcross    Street, 

Cardiff. 
201 591.     Dunlop,  James  Alexander,  21  Peebles 

Road,  Penicuik,  nr.  Edinburgh. 
693441.     Dudley,  George,  100  Avenue  Road, 

N.W.3. 
898322.     Dicker,  Thomas,  13  Petersfield  Road, 

Acton,  W. 
773344.     Turner,   Reuben,   West  Mill,  New- 
bury. 

3RD  Class  Certificates. 
129203.     Bourton,   Sidney  Francis,   2   Manor 

Cottages,  South  Marston. 

975314.  Rich,  Mrs.  Rose,  93  Grove  Lane, 
Camberwell,  S.E. 

752941.     Paynter,    Ethel,    Longcross    Street, 

Cardiff. 
025966.     Negus,    Charles,    224    Knox    Road, 

Wellingborough. 
276143.     Welch,  Ernest,  143  Wellington  St., 

Luton. 
590386.     Warren,  Rees,  Waunartwydd  Road, 

Sketty,  Swansea. 
1 125 19.     Leng,   Ernest,    65    Gillygate,   York. 
975332.     Dolan,    Kathleen,    99    Bushey    Hill 

Road,  Peckham  Road,  S.E. 
364891.     Hand,  Mrs.  Syndra,  59  Milk  Street, 

Bristol. 
228349.     Steggles,  Robert,  73a  Station  Road, 

Camberwell. 
336598.     Badcock,  James  Henry,  119  Boleyn 

Road,  N.i 6. 

975315.  Hicks,  Annie,  93  Grove  Lane, 
Camberwell,  S.E. 

975323.     Clements,  Maud,  102  Asylum  Road, 

Peckham,  S.E. 
975341.     Hills,  John,  3c  Delia  Road,  Wands- 
worth. 

CLASS    II. 

Section  for  the  Blind  (Apprentices). 

ist  Class  Certificates. 

975356.     Giles,  Douglas,  9  Moreton  Terrace, 

Pimlico 

{and  yd  Money  Priye  of  10/-). 

975349.  Finnie,  Joseph,  33  De  Crespigny 
Park,  S.E. 

975  3  59-  Scrimgeour,  William,  26  Alfred 
Street,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey. 

975  3  57-  Whittle,  George,  33  De  Crespigny 
Park,  S.E. 

975350.  Runican,  James,  17  Camberwell 
Grove,  S.E. 

901357.     Kelly,  John,  Longcross  St.,  Cardiff. 


2nd  Class  Certificates. 
1 125 12.     Axe,  John,  Yorkshire  School  for  the 

Blind,  York. 
280817.     Siner,  George,  School  for  the  Blind, 

Liverpool. 
013579.     Davies,    David,    Longcross    Street, 

Cardiff. 
1 125 10.     Dickenson,  Cyril,  Yorkshire  School 

for  the  Blind,  York. 

3RD  Class  Certificates. 
1 1 2  5 1 3 .     Mitcheson,  Robert,  Yorkshire  School 

for  the  Blind,  York. 

CLASS    III. 

ist  Class  Certificates. 
1 125 16.     Waudby,     Mark     Roy,     Yorkshire 

School  for  the  Blind,  York. 
975361.     Scrimgeour,   William,   33    De   Cres- 
pigny Park,  S.E. 

2nd  Class  Certificates. 

749327.  Dean,      Archibald,       Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

749326.     Swann,  George,  Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol. 

749329.  Brown,William,  Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol. 

749325.     Dolman,       Arthur,       Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

3RD  Class  Certificates. 

749330.  Durbin,       Stanley,       Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

749328.  Brown,  Charles,  Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol. 

CLASS    IV. 

ist  Class  Certificates. 

975355.     Godden,   Frank,    33    De    Crespigny 

Park,  S.E. 

{and  1st  Money  Pri^e  0/40/-,  and  Prime 

Warden's  Special  Pri^e). 

9752,16.     Lansdowne,  Florence,  94  Waterloo 

Square,  S.E. 5. 
975318.     Fosbeary,    Maud,    93    Grove    Lane, 

Camberwell,  S.E. 
975358.     Lock,    Harold,     33     De    Crespigny 

Park,  S.E. 
682999.     Davis,  George,   100  Avenue  Road, 

N.W.3. 
975360.     Scrimgeour,   William,    33   De  Cres- 
pigny Park,  S.E. 
857639.     Brown,  Stanley,  100  Avenue  Road, 

N.W. 
975351.     Beagles,    Albert,    33    De    Crespigny 

Park.  S.E. 
7493  34.    Dolman,  Arthur,  Westbury-on-Trym, 

Bristol. 
■975324.     Franks,  Christine,   93   Grove  Lane, 

Camberwell,  S.E. 
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749335.     Durbin,       Stanley,       Wesibury-on- 

Trym,  Bristol. 
632851.     Harvey,  William,  100  Avenue  Road, 

N.W. 

280814.  Ross,  David,  School  for  the  Blind, 
Liverpool. 

543978.     Welsh,  Herbert  Thomas,  100  Avenue 

Road,  N.W. 
280818.     Evans,     George,     School     for     the 

Blind,  Liverpool. 
975354.     McCulley,  Robert,  33  De  Crespigny 

Park,  S.E. 
749333.     Swann,  George,  Westbury-on-Trym, 

Bristol. 
1 125 14.      Milsom,    Clifford,    School    for    the 

Blind,  York. 
975352.     Ride,  Henry,  33  De  Crespigny  Park, 

S.E. 
975317.     Ferris,  Constance,  18  Crofton  Road, 

Camberwell. 
.280816.     Jones,     George,     Hardman     Street, 

Liverpool. 
975327.     Young,    Ethel,    7    Flodden    Road, 

Camberwell,  S.E. 
382645.     Bonnin,    Louis,     3     Albion    Street, 

Newfoundland  Road,  Bristol. 

2nd  Class  Certificates. 
658921.     Varndell,  Robert,  100  Avenue  Road, 

N.W. 
280813.     Higham,   Clifford,   Hardman  Street, 

Liverpool. 
492831.     Mills,     Cyril,     100     Avenue    Road, 

N.W. 3. 

280815.  Ross,  David,  School  for  the  Blind, 
Liverpool. 

296421.  Smith,  Frederick  Amos,  266  Fish- 
ponds Road,  Bristol. 

1 25 198.  Welch,  Violet  Evelyn,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. 

975313.     Hatton,  Ivy,  31  Nunhead  Lane,  S.E. 

31 1250.  Jewitt,  Harry,  School  for  the  Blind, 
York. 

2  5 1 8 1 9.  Bartlett,  Violet  Ella,  Edgbaston,  Bir- 
mingham. 

1 1 2  5 1 5 .  Stockport,  William,  Yorkshire  School 
for  the  Blind,  York. 

598342.  Kirby,  Albert  Arthur,  100  Avenue 
Road,  N.W.' 

19 1 62 5.  Lamb,  Ethel  May,  Edgbaston,  Bir- 
mingham. 

1925 16.  Sutton,  Iris  Kate,  Edgbaston,  Bir- 
mingham. 

749338.  Deans,  Archibald,  Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

67245  8.  Jefferies,  Frederick,  39  Midland  Road, 
Watermoor,  Cirencester. 


749337.     Brown,       Charles,       Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

749332.     Bradley,       Horace,       Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

3RD  Class  Certificates. 

379682.     Antle,  William,   100  Avenue  Road, 
N.W. 

975321.     Garrett,  Ada,  93  Grove  Lane,  Cam- 
berwell, S.E. 

673895.     Mason,   Henry  James,    100  Avenue 
Road,  N.W. 

975312.     Page,  Emily,  93  Grove  Lane,  Cam- 
berwell, S.E. 

749336.     Brown,       William,       Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 

417529.     Soares,    Amelia,    Longcross    Street, 
Cardiff. 

1 7192  5.     Van  Helden,  May  Antoinette,  Car- 
penter Road,  Edgbaston. 

749331.     Trussler,      William,      Westbury-on- 
Trym,  Bristol. 


VERY  enjoyable  was  the  evening  spent  at 
Leighton  House  on  November  17th, 
when  Miss  Victoria  Drummond  recited  poems 
written  bv  Mr.  Charles  Allen,  the  gifted  author 
of  "  The  Ship  Beautiful,"  and  Mr.  Ernest 
McKinlay  sang  Maori  and  Hawaiian  songs  in 
true  native  fashion. 

Mr.  Allen's  poems,  which  range  from  the 
highly  dramatic  to  the  quietly  introspective, 
are  of  a  very  high  order  of  merit.  His  "  Darley 
Steps  "  is  powerful,  and  it  was  dramatically 
rendered  by  Miss  Drummond,  who  also  did 
full  justice  to  the  poems  of  a  quieter  "  timbre." 

We  were  much  attracted  by  "  Jonathan," 
the  youthful  knight,  who  goes  forth  to  the 
wars,  never  to  return.  "  Pierrette  "  is  a  sad 
little  idyll  of  rare  beauty.  In  "  Brown  Smock  " 
you  hear  the  Pipes  of  Pan  mingling  with  the 
attractive  sound  of  childish  laughter,  and  this 
is  the  motif  of  Mr.  Allen's  book  of  the  same 
name,  to  be  published  next  April  by  Messrs. 
Warne  &  Co.  All  those  who  listened  to  the 
rendering  of  this  short  poem  and  those  who 
have  read  "  The  Ship  Beautiful "  will  know  that 
a  rare  treat  is  in  store  for  them  when  "  Brown 
Smock  "  appears  among  the  apple  blossoms. 


The  After-Care  Department  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  report  that  during 
October  the  amount  granted  in  relief  was 
£519  9s.  4d.,  and  the  sum  expended  in  training 
fees  was  £36   15s.  3d. 
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18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.I 

IN  order  to  prevent  disappointment  and 
ensure  the  delivery  of  extra  consignments 
of  books  from  the  National  Library  at  Christ- 
mas time,  readers  are  asked  to  notify  the 
Secretary  that  extra  books  will  be  needed  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  month  of  December. 
Experience  has  proved  that  books  posted  from 
the  Library  after  December  ioth  are  delayed 
at  the  Post  Office. 

O.  I.  Prince, 
Secretary  and  Librarian. 

LIST    OF    ADDITIONS   TO   THE   LIBRARY 
October,   1925 

FICTION. 

"  Anon."     Love  of  an  Unknown  Soldier  .  .  2  vols. 

Barclay,  F.  L.     White  Ladies  of  Worcester        .  .  6  vols. 

Burroughs,  E.  Rice.     Gods  of  Mars  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Bazin,  R.     Children  of  Alsace       .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Bruce,  H.     The  Eurasian  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Clouston,  J.  S.     Two  Strange  Men  . .  .  .  3  vols. 

Clouston,  J.  S.     Lunatic  at  large  again  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Collins,  Wilkie.     Dead  Secret        .  .  . .  . .  7  vols. 

Dell,  E.  M.     Unknown  Quantity  .  .  .  .  6  vols. 

Dinnis,  E.     More  Mystics  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  vols. 

Harraden,  B.     Youth  Calling        . .  .  .  .  .  2  vols. 

Hay,  Ian,     Lucky  Number  . .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Le  Queux,  W.     Mystery  of  Nine  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

Marshall,  A.     Many  Junes  . .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Maud,  C.  E.     My  French  Friends  .  .  . .  4  vols. 

Merrick,  L.     Man  who  was  Good  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Oppenheim,  E.  P.     Mysteries  of  the  Riviera      .  .  4  vols. 

Orczy,  Baroness.     Nicolette  . .  .  .  . .  3  vols. 

Oxenham,  J.     Mary-All-Alone      .  .  .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

*Reed,  T.  B.     Dog  with  a  Bad  Name        .  .  . .  3  vols. 

Roberts,  S.  and  E.  Hudson.     "  Ye  Gods  "  .  .  2  vols. 

Sedgwick,  S.  N.     Master  of  the  Commandery    . .  6  vols. 

Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.     My  Kalulu 6  vols. 

Vachell,  H.  A.     Quinney's  Adventures    . .  .  .  4  vols. 

Wren,  P.  C.     Wages  of  Virtue      .  .  .  .  .  .  5  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cornish,  F.  Warre.     Jane  Austen  . .  .  .  3  vols. 

Fletcher,    C.    R.    L.     Introductory    History    of 
England,    Part    II,    from    Henry   VII    to    the 

Restoration  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")  9  vols. 

Gissing,  G.     Charles  Dickens  :  A  Critical  Study  5  vols. 

Holmes,  W.  H.  G.     Presence  of  God       . .  . .  2  vols. 

Leadbeater,  C.  W.     Hidden  Side  of  Things        . .  8  vols. 

London,  Mrs.  Jack.     Jack  London  and  Hawaii  3  vols. 

Morris,  G.  W.,  and  L    S.  Wood.     Golden  Fleece  : 
Introduction  to  Industrial  History  of  England 

("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")       .  .  .  .  4  vols. 

Noyes,  A.     William  Morris  .  .  . .  .  .  2  vols. 

Patmore,  Coventry      Angel  in  the  House  . .  2  vols. 

Perkins,   J.    B.     Richelieu    and    the   Growth    of 

French  Power  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")  5  vols. 

Quiller-Couch,   Sir  A.  T.     Studies  in  Literature 
(Second    Series)     ("  E.    W.    Austin    Memorial 

Fund  ")     .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  5  vols. 

Saintsbury,  G.     Dryden     .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3  vols. 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Fanny's  First  Play  . .  . .  2  vols. 

*  Books  presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


Tout,  T.  F.     History  of  England,  Part  III,  from 

William  and  Mary  to  Death  of  Edward  VII  .  .      8  vols. 

Weigall,  A.     Tutankhamen  and  other  Essavs    .  .      5  vols. 
FOREIGN. 

Dumas,  A.  (Fils).     La  Dame  aux  Camelias         .  .      4  vols. 
GRADE    III. 

Dallas.  H.  A.     Bridge  of  Death 1  vol. 

ESPERANTO. 

Bovet,  P.     Psikanalizo  Kaj  Edukado      . .  .  .      1  vol. 


YULETIDE 

An  Interlude 

NO  longer  the  majesty  of  the  voluptuous 
autumn  days  is  with  us  :  the  scintil- 
lating beauty  of  the  foliage  hath  departed,  the 
russet  and  brown  and  gold  having  yielded  place 
to  more  sombre  hues,  and  already  the  early 
days  of  Yuletide  are  upon  us.  It  would  seem 
that  none  are  too  young  nor  vet  too  old  to 
enjoy  the  thrice-blessed  season  of  Christmas- 
tide.  The  holly,  the  mistletoe  and  the  laurel, 
with  all  additional  and  appropriate  festive 
garlands  are  hanging  in  rich  profusion,  making 
decorative  art  in  the  humblest  of  our  homes, 
thus  helping  to  rejuvenate  this  old  and  prosaic 
world  of  ours. 

Those  of  us  who  are  no  longer  fascinated  by 
the  unalloyed  pleasures  which  arise  from  the 
contemplation  and  possession  of  a  doll's 
house,  or  the  delectable  useful  enterprises 
upon  which  we  embarked  when  we  constructed 
our  model  engines  and  devised  those  wonderful 
bridges  with  the  Meccano  that  has  long  since 
been  laid  aside,  have  sought  self-expression  in 
a  variety  of  other  pastimes  and  pleasures — for 
the  most  part  less  innocent  and  far  less  com- 
mendable than  the  guileless  recreations  of 
bygone  days. 

Yet  this  is  Yuletide,  and  may  it  be  propitious 
of  all  the  good  things  of  which  you  have 
dreamed  and  hoped  ;  and  may  it  bring  to  you 
and  yours  many  unalloyed  pleasures,  and  "  the 
peace  which  passeth  all  understanding." 

B.  P. 

An  extension  of  the  Manchester  and 
Sal  ford  Blind  Aid  Society's  Home  for  Blind 
Women,  which  will  increase  the  accommo- 
dation by  20  or  30  more  places,  has  been 
opened  by  the  Deputy  Mayor  of  Salford 
(Alderman  J.  P.  McDougall). 

The  Rev.  James  Griffin,  supernumerary 
Primitive  Methodist  minister  of  Newport, 
who  is  now  blind,  has  been  presented  with 
a  Braille  watch  by  the  churches  in  the  circuit 
in  recognition  of  his  ministerial  jubilee. 
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Progress. — London's  Lord  Mayors  and  Freedom — Fifty 
Years  with  the  National  Institute — Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness— Our  Prize  Competitions — Correspondence — Matters 
of  the  Moment — Advertisements — Adult  Education  Com- 
mittee— From  Africa  to  the  Andes  :  The  Prince's  Tour — 
Paul  Kruger's  Thumb — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question 
Box — French  Page — The  Old  Star  (Fiction).  Insets  : 
Progress  Chess  Supplement;  The  Basket-Makers 
Company's  Examination;  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind: 
Man's  Knitted  Sweater ;  French  Lace  Edging.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — The  Bi-Centenary  of  a  Great 
Englishman — Canada  :  British  or  American  ? — The  Story 
of  Schlome  the  Fighter — Robin  Dale  (Poem),  by  Charles 
Allen — Notices — Mr.  Wells  and  the  Immortals — Plant 
Pathology — Skulls  and  Prehistory — The  Passing  of  an 
Ancient  Culture.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Weasels,  Stoats, 
Otters — Through  the  Fiery  Furnace — Martyrs  of  Science — 
Foods  we  Forget — Told  in  Playtime — Prize  Competitions 
— Some  Talks  on  Music — Schools  and  Scholars — The  Home 
of  the  Six  Dots — Beefeaters'  Birthday.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Some  Thoughts  on  Handel's 
"  Messiah  " — Studies  in  Pianoforte  Interpretation — ■ 
N.I.B.  Christmas  Music — South  African  Examination 
Successes — Advertisements — Mendelssohn's  "  Christus  " — 
New  Books  on  Violin  Playing — Obituary.  Supplement  : 
Braille  Music  Reviews  ;  Letterpress  Edition  to  Music 
Notation.  Inset  :  "  Two  Short  Tone  Poems,"  by  Felix 
White.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  12s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


The  Massage  Journal — The  /Etiology  of  Malignant 
New  Growths  (concluded) — News  in  the  Massage  World 
— Lady  Jones'  Lecture  on  Crippling  due  to  Fractures : 
its  prevention  and  remedy  (to  be  concluded) — Register  of 
Members  of  the  C.S.M.M.G.  Inset  :  Some  Affections  of 
the  Soft  Tissues  of  the  Forearm  and  Hand,  by  Dr.  A.  E. 
Park  ;  Lectures.    (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — Argentina  :  A  Land  of  Infinite  Possibili- 
ties— "  My  Friend  Toto  " — The  Flag  over  Nineveh — 
A  Socialist  Bogey — A  Great  Woman  Ruler — Wrychester 
Paradise  (Chapters  III  and  IV),  by  J.  S.  Fletcher— Story 
of  a  Great  Hymn — Thought  for  the  Month — -Eugene 
Sandow.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  Is.  8d.  per 
copy,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Logarithms — The  Poet's  Corner — North  Wales  :  A  Great 
Welshman  —  International  Notes  —  Correspondence — 
Advertisements  and  General  Notices — Stageland — Favour- 
ite Quotations.  Literary  Supplement:  "Wailing  Winds 
and  Naked  Woods  "  ;  "  Harrow  School."  Music  Supple 
ment :  History  of  a  Song:  "  The  Village  Blacksmith," 
by  A.  B.  Cooper:  Song:  "God's  Garden,"  by  Frank 
Lambert.  (Subscription :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — An  Elopement — Making  Mon- 
keys Work — The  Holiday  Aunt — A  Windmill  Church — 
Postage  on  Blind  Literature.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  3d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and   abroad.) 


Home  Teacher,  Female,  required  for  the  County  of 
Nottingham.  Salary,  £3  per  week.  Apply,  with  two 
recent  testimonials  stating  qualifications,  to  Superin- 
tendent, Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Nottingham. 

Wanted  immediately,  TWO  sighted  Lady  Home 
Teachers  for  rural  and  semi-rural  districts  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire.  Good  walkers  or  cyclists,  in  good 
health,  desirable.  State  experience,  if  any,  and  enclose 
three  recent  testimonials  with  application.  Salary  from 
£.2  10s.  to  £3,  according  to  qualifications. — H.  V.  Scott, 
Esq.,  3  Blake  Street,  York. 

Fully  trained  certificated  Teacher  seeks  appointment 
in  School  for  the  Blind,  at  Home  or  Abroad. — A.B.,  22 
Upper  Maze  Hill,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  Sussex. 


Wanted,  Resident  Teacher  to  instruct  blind-deaf 
women  in  use  of  knitting  machine,  etc.  Previous  knowledge 
of  the  deaf  not  essential.  Salary  /TOO.  Apply  Matron, 
Home  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Lower  Clapton. 

Wanted  by  Chester  Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of  the 
Blind  a  Home  Teacher  for  rural  area  in  Cheshire 
(Crewe  District).  Partially  sighted  or  sighted  woman 
with  some  knowledge  of  Handicrafts  preferred.  Com- 
mencing salary,  £2  weekly.  Apply,  by  letter  in  first 
instance,  to  Chairman,  13a  Lower  Bridge  Street,  Chester. 


For  Sale  cheap,  a  quantity  of  Braille  music  and  literature. 
For  lists  apply  W.  H.  Coates,  Charlton-on-Otmoor, 
Oxford. 


THE  BEACON-  Advertisement. 


Games  and  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 

obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


GAMES    FOR    THE    BLIND— Draughts,    Russian   Fives,   Chess,   Chess   and  Draughts   Out/it,    Cheery 
Families,  Bridge  and  Whist  Cards,  Patience  Cards. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND.— 1  Correspondence  Tablets ;  2  Braillette  Board ;  3  Pocket  Postcard 
Writing  Frame ;  4  Two-lined  Pocket  Guide  for  Giant  Dots  ;  5  Four-lined  Pocket  Frame  ;  6  Two-lined 
interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel ;     10  Braille   Watch; 

11   Compasses. 


^ 


c7ih?<?r 


BEACON 

A  MAGAZINE  DEVOTED 
INTERESTS   OF  THE  BLIND 


i®m\vmmnmmmimMmmmmimmwrmrm 


CONTENTS 


Fifty     Years       with      the      National 
Institute  for  the  Blind     ... 

Book   Review — The   Life   and    Work 
of  Henry  Ford 

Blind    Musicians  :    their    Methods   of 
Memorising... 

A  New  Blind  Composer 

A  Swedish  Institution  for   the   Blind 

Happy  Home  for  the  Blind  ... 


Personalities    in    the    World    of    the 
Blind  :   Miss  Matilda  Ann  Aston 

The  Blind  Botanist 

Greater  London  Fund  for   the   Blind 

The  Students'  Library  at  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind     ... 

Dancing  Matinee  for  Blind  Babies  . . . 
Notes  from  the  Institutions    ... 
The  Braille  Centenary 
Light  to  the  Blind        


T^MMMmmiMIMMMMIMWMm 


nun MiiHiiiimmumtm< 


JANUARY 


Vol.  X     No.  109 


rpni irii igi  ipi ifl' mi if)' IQl  IDI IDI  IQI 'ncT| 

B  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR   THE   BLIND 

I  — ■  rn ' ii — ii —        in  pi  n — " mr-H 

Illlllll  New  Publications       &||  |||  ji  r  ||| 

l^-in1 — i'  irr         'IT         "i'         ini  " — inr" I 


..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

7 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     3 

7 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     2 

0 

..     3 

0 

MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — Anthems — 

6851  "  Remember  not,  Lord,  our  Offences,"  by  Purcell  (Vertical  score) 

6852  "  Worship  "  (Massed  Voices  in  unison),  by  Geoffrey  Shaw.  . 

6853  "  Wash  me  throughly  from  my  Wickedness,"  by  S.  S.  Wesley  (Vertical  score) 
Organ — 

6854  "  Finale  "  from  Symphony  No.  5,  by  Beethoven  (arr.  by  A.  B.  Plant)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6855  "  Piece  Heroique,"  by  Franck  (Bar  by  bar) 

6859  Prelude  to  3rd  Act  and  Bridal  Music  ("  Lohengrin  "),  by  Wagner  (arr.  by  Lemare)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  , 
Piano — 

6860  "  Borrowed  Melodies,"  Book  III  (Welsh  Folk-Tunes),  by  Ernest  Austin  (Bar  by  bar)  

6861  "  Night  Moths  "  (Etude),  by  F.  Bontoft  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  

6862  Thirteen  Short  and  Easy  Pieces,  by  Purcell  (arr.  by  Percy  A.  Whitehead)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6863  "  Petite  Valse,"  by  A.  Rosenthal  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6864  "  Roundabouts,"  by  Martin  Shaw  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6865  "  A  Morning  Canter,"  by  C.  M.  Spurling  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6866  "  1812  "  Overture,  by  Tschaikowsky  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6868  The  World's  Best  and  Most  Popular  Marches,  by  various  Composers  (Simplified  Edition)  (Bar  by  bar) — 

Part  I — "  March  of  the  Israelites,"  by  Costa  ; 

March  from  "  Tannhatiser,"  by  Wagner  ; 

"  War  March  of  the  Priests,"  by  Mendelssohn  ; 

Bridal  March  from  "  Lohengrin,"  by  Wagner,  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

Part  II — "  Soldiers'  March,"  by  Schumann  ; 
March  from  "  Scipio,"  by  Handel  ; 
March  from  "  Occasional  Overture,"  by  Handel  ; 
"  Wedding  March,"  by  Mendelssohn,  pocket  size 

6869  "  Squirrels  at  Play,"  by  Felix  White  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Dance — 

6870  "  Oh  !  Darling,  do  say  Yes  !  "  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Jerome,  Milne  and  Silver  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6871  "  Everybody  loves  my  Baby,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Williams  and  Palmer  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
6372     "  I  Want  to  be  Happy,"  from  "  No,  No,  Nanette,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Vincent  Youmans  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket 

Songs — 

6873  "  On  my  Shepherd  I  Rely  "  (Soprano  Solo  with  Violin  Obbligato),  by  Bach  (D,  Compass  D  to  A'),  pocket  size 

6874  "  Still  as  the  Night,"  by  Carl  Bohm  (C,  Compass  B  to  F')  

6875  "  My  Sweet  Sweeting,"  by  Frederick  Keel  (G,  Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6876  Two  little  Irish  Songs:    (1)  "To  my  First  Love"  :    (2)  "You'd  better  ask  me,"  by  Hermann  Lohr,  medium  v 

(Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6877  "  Butterfly  Wings,"-by  Montague  Phillips  (G,  Compass  D  to  F'),  pocket  size     .. 

6878  "  Song  of  the  Blackbird,"  by  Roger  Quilter  (B  flat,  Compass  D  to  F'),  pocket  size 

6879  "  I  know  a  Bank,"  by  Martin  Shaw  (G,  Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6880  "  Sweet-and-Twenty,"  by  Peter  Warlock  (A  flat,  Compass  E  to  F'),  pocket  size 
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FIFTY  YEARS  WITH  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 

FOR  THE  BLIND 


HE  name  of  John  Andrew  Ford  is 
one  which  is  well  known  in  the 
blind  community.  As  our  readers 
are  aware,  it  is  now  fifty  years  since 
Mr.  Ford  joined  the  staff  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 
we  have  received  many  expressions 
of  interest  with  regard  to  the  ac- 
count of  his  life  and  work  which 
appeared  in  the  November  issue  of 
this  magazine.  On  December  2nd 
a  lunch  was  held  at  the  Institute  in  celebration 
of  Mr.  Ford's  jubilee,  and  subsequently  the 
Council  and  staff  assembled  in  the  Armitage 
Hall  to  do  honour  to  the  occasion.  Speeches 
were  made  by  the  Chairman,  Captain  E.  B. 
B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  the  Vice-Chairman, 
Sir  Michael  O'Dwyer,  G.C.I.E.,  K.C.S.I., 
and  Mr.  Ford,  and  a  letter,  which  had  been 
addressed  to  Mr.  Ford  by  command  of  His 
Majesty  the  King,  was  read  aloud.  A  beautiful 
chiming  clock  was  presented  to  the  veteran 
worker  by  Captain  Towse  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  of  the  Institute. 

Opening  the  proceedings,  Captain  Towse 
said  that  they  met  that  afternoon  in  order  to 
do  honour  to  one  whom  they  all  held  in  great 
esteem,  respect  and  affection.  Formerly 
Braille  was  an  exceedingly  difficult  subject  to 
master.  The  man  to  whom  thev  did  honour 
that  day,  with  21  million  blows  of  a  hammer 
had  written  the  whole  of  the  Bible,  and  like 
an  ancient  Queen  who  said  that  she  had  the 
name  "  Calais  "  imprinted  on  her  heart,  he 
(Captain  Towse)  believed  that  Mr.  Ford  must 


have  the  words  "  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  "  engraven  on  his  heart.  That  heart  was 
a  generous  one,  and  he  had  inspired  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
When  the  present  building  was  opened  by  the 
King  and  Queen  in  1914,  Mr.  Ford  had  the 
honour  of  talking  and  of  shaking  hands  with 
their  Majesties.  In  memory  of  that  occasion 
His  Majesty  had  commanded  that  a  letter  of 
congratulation  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Ford. 

Thereupon  Sir  Michael  O'Dwyer  read  aloud 
the  letter  written  by  His  Majesty's  command, 
as  follows  : — 

Privy  Purse  Office, 
Buckingham  Palace,  S.W. 
20th  October,  1925. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
King — who  also  remembers  meeting  you 
when  His  Majesty  opened  the  new  building 
in  Great  Portland  Street — that  you  have  now 
completed  50  years'  service  with  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  which  Association 
you  joined  on  unfortunately  losing  your 
sight  at  the  age  of  21  years. 

The  King  learnt  with  feelings  of  admira- 
tion and  interest  of  the  patience,  devotion 
and  untiring  zeal  with  which  you  have 
worked  during  this  long  period  ;  and  that 
in  particular  between  the  years  1876  and 
1888  you  provided,  single-handed,  the  first 
complete  English  Bible  in  Braille.  The  fact 
that  this  was  undertaken  by  you  before 
Braille  machines  came  into  use,  and  entailed 
21  million  strokes  of  the  hammer,  is  a  proof 
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of  the    energy   and   perseverance   you   be- 
stowed on  the  task. 

His  Majesty  congratulates  you  upon  the 
results  of  your  life  work,  and  is  glad  to  hear 
that  you  are  anxious  not  to  sever  your  con- 
nection with  the  Institute.  Your  career 
will  indeed  be  an  inspiration  and  encourage- 
ment to  those  who  generously  give  of  their 
means  and  time  to  promoting  all  that  con- 
duces to  the  general  well-being  of  the  blind, 
and  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  what  can  be 
achieved  by  a  fellow-sufferer  to  help  those 
who  have  experienced  the  same  deprivation 
and  misfortune  as  himself. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  M.  Ponsonhy, 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse. 
In  thanking 
the  Council,  Mr. 
Ford  said  that 
whenever  he 
heard  the  sweet, 
mellow  tones  of 
the  clock,  he 
would  always  be 
reminded,  not 
only  of  the 
many  hours  he 
had  spent  at  the 
Institute,  but 
also  of  the  kind- 
ly spirit  which 
had  prompted 
such  a  beauti- 
ful gift.  When 
he  and  his  wife 
had  passed 
away,  he  would 
like  the  clock  to 
be  handed  down 

to  his  daughter,  because  she  herself  had  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Institute  for 
more  than  ten  vears.  He  thanked  the  Council 
for  their  generous  offer  to  safeguard  his  future, 
and  said  that  it  was  very  gratifying  to  him  to 
know  that  when  the  time  came  for  him  to 
retire  from  work,  he  would  not  be  compelled 
to  pass  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  in 
penury  and  want.  He  felt  very  strongly  that 
as  long  as  he  was  fit  and  able  to  do  so,  he 
would  be  doing  more  good  to  himself  and  to 
the  Institute  by  coming  daily  to  his  work  than 
by  leading  an  almost  aimless  existence  at  home. 
Of  his  wife  he  said  that  she  had  shared  with 
him  nearly  32  years  of  the  50  years  of  his  work 
with  the  blind.  For  the  first  eight  and  a  half 
years  of  their  married  life  she  had  worked  at 
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home  with  him.  After  being  a  home  v/orker 
for  27  years,  Mr.  Ford  was  called  upon  to 
work  at  the  Institute,  and  it  was  thanks  to  her 
unceasing  care  that,  for  the  last  23  years ,  he  had 
been  enabled  to  be  in  his  place  at  8.30  each 
morning  with  very  little  intermission.  In 
reviewing  his  work  as  stereotyper,  proof- 
reader and  foreman  of  the  Department  he 
stated  that  the  printed  copy  of  every  book  to 
be  stereotyped  passed  through  his  hands 
before  being  given  out  to  the  workers.  He 
was  constantly  called  upon  to  discuss  technical 
difficulties  arising  on  the  subject  of  Braille,  the 
intricacy  of  this  task  being  greater  than  the 
outside  world  could  well  realise. 

Captain  Towse  then  expressed  the  pleasure 

they  had  felt 
on  hearing  Mr. 
Ford's  deter- 
mination to  con- 
tinue his  work 
for  the  blind.  In 
presenting  the 
clock,  he  wished 
the  recipient, 
together  with 
his  wife,  his  son 
and  his  daughter 
the  best  of 
health  in  the 
future. 

The  presenta- 
t  i  on  was  the 
signal  for  an 
outburst  of 
applause,  after 
which  Sir 
Michael 
O'Dwyer  spoke. 
He  said  that  if  anything  had  been  needed  to  en- 
hance the  ceremony  that  afternoon,  it  was  the 
letter  in  which  His  Majesty  had  expressed  his 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Ford — a 
letter  which  he  would  doubtless  treasure  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  endorsed  all  that  the 
Chairman  had  said,  and  requested  those  present 
to  join  him  in  wishing  long  years  of  prosperity 
to  one  whom  His  Majesty  the  King  had  been 
so  graciously  pleased  to  honour. 

By  request  of  members  of  the  audience  the 
clock  was  then  set  at  the  hour,  and  the  chimes 
rang  forth.  Mrs.  Towse  presented  Mr.  Ford 
with  a  spray  of  white  heather,  and  the  cele- 
brations terminated  with  the  singing  of  "  For 
he's  a  jolly  good  fellow  "  to  the  combined 
accompaniment  of  piano  and  organ. 
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BOOK    REVIEW 

THE    LIFE    AND    WORK    OF    HENRY    FORD* 


among  us 


T  will  be  convenient  here  to  state 
in  Mr.  Ford's  own  words  a  few 
important  biographical  observa- 
tions. The  manner  in  which  they 
are  expressed  clearly  indicates  his 
mental  attitude  towards  many  of 
the  commonplace  things  of  life, 
imparting  to  them  a  vital  interest 
and  a  freshness  of  colouring  that 
are  the  products  of  a  fertile  brain 
and  genius,  all  too  rarely  found 
.  Mr.  Ford  says  :  "  It  was  life  on 
the  farm  that  drove  me  into  devising  ways 
and  means  to  better  transportation.  I  v/as 
born  on  July  30th,  1863,  on  a  farm  at 
Dearborn,  Michigan,  and  my  earliest  recollec- 
tion is  that,  considering  the  results,  there  was 
■  too  much  work  on  the  place.  That  is  the  wav 
I  still  feel  about  farming.  There  is  a  legend 
that  my  parents  were  very  poor,  and  that  the 
early  days  were  hard  ones.  Certainly  they 
were  not  rich,  but  neither  were  they  poor.  As 
Michigan  farmers  went  we  were  prosperous. 
The  house  in  which  I  was  born  is  still  standing, 
and  it  and  the  farm  are  part  of  my  present 
holding.  There  was  too  much  hard  hand 
labour  on  our  own  and  all  other  farms  of  the 
time.  Even  when  very  young,  I  suspected 
that  much  might  somehow  be  done  in  a  better 
wav.  That  is  what  took  me  into  mechanics, 
akhough  my  mother  always  said  that  I  was  a 
born  mechanic." 

The  foregoing  sentences  crystallise  Ford's 
attitude  towards  industry,  the  whole  burden 
of  his  thesis  being  directed  to  securing  the 
greatest  possible  results  from  industry  by  the 
application  of  scientific  means,  utilising  the 
least  possible  amount  of  human  effort,  and 
contriving  thereby  to  pay  the  highest  rate  of 
wages  for  the  services  thus  obtained.  Ford  is 
no  apologist  for  malingering  :  he  works  hard 
himself,  and  believes  that  it  is  an  obligation 
devolving  upon  every  other  man  to  contribute 
his  quota  to  the  world's  work,  but  tyranny 
and  anything  approaching  slavery  finds  in  him 
an  invincible  opponent. 

In  the  earlier  chapters  of  the  book  we  have 
a  detailed  account  of  the  progressive  develop- 
ment of  the  motor  car  industry,  particularly 
as  it  was  seen  through  Henry  Ford's  observant 
eves.  It  is  some  testimony  to  the  mechanical 
progress  and  efficiency  of  the  Ford  Motor 
Company  that  in   192 1   they  had  turned  out 


five  million  cars.  Some  of  the  trite  obser- 
vations made  during  the  course  of  his  narrative 
are  worth  detailing  here,  since  each  is  calcu- 
lated to  express  the  mental  attitude  of  the  man, 
and  to  convey  to  his  auditors  a  more  vivid 
impression  of  his  personality  than  could  other- 
wise be  revealed. 

"  I  have  the  dynamo  that  I  first  had  charge 
of  at  the  Detroit  Edison  Company.  When  I 
started  our  Canadian  plant  I  bought  it  from 
an  office  building  to  which  it  had  been  sold 
by  the  Electric  Company,  had  it  revamped  a 
little,  and  for  several  years  it  gave  excellent 
service  in  the  Canadian  plant.  When  we  had 
to  build  a  new  power  plant,  owing  to  the 
increase  in  business,  I  had  the  old  motor 
taken  out  to  my  museum,  a  room  out  at 
Dearborn  that  holds  a  great  number  of  my 
mechanical  treasures.  The  Edison  Company 
offered  me  the  general  superintendency  of  the 
company,  but  only  on  condition  that  I  would 
give  up  my  gas  engine  and  devote  myself  to 
something  really  useful.  I  had  to  choose 
between  my  job  and  my  automobile.  I  chose 
the  automobile,  or  rather,  I  gave  up  the  job. 
There  was  really  nothing  in  the  way  of  a 
choice,  for  already  I  knew  that  the  car  was 
bound  to  be  a  success.  I  quitted  my  job  on 
August  15th,  1899,  and  went  into  the  auto- 
mobile business.  It  might  be  thought  some- 
thing of  a  step,  for  I  had  no  personal  funds. 
What  money  was  left  over  from  living  was  all 
used  in  experimenting,  but  my  wife  agreed 
that  the  automobile  could  not  be  given  up — 
that  we  had  to  make  or  break.  There  was  no 
'  demand  '  for  automobiles  ;  there  never  is  for 
a  new  article.  They  were  accepted  in  much 
the  fashion  as  was  more  recently  the  airplane. 
At  first  the  '  horseless  carriage  '  was  considered 
merely  a  freak  notion,  and  many  wise  people 
explained  with  particularity  why  it  could 
never  be  more  than  a  toy.  No  man  of  money 
ever  thought  of  it  as  a  commercial  possibility. 
I  cannot  imagine  why  each  new  means  of 
transportation  meets  with  so  much  opposition. 
There  are  even  those  to-day  who  shake  their 
heads  and  talk  about  the  luxury  of  the  auto- 
mobile, and  only  grudgingly  admit  that  perhaps 
the  motor  truck  is  of  some  use."  B.  P. 

(To  be  continued.) 

*  "  My  Life  and  Work,"  by  Henry  Ford.   In  Collaboration 
with   Samuel   Crovther.      (William  Heincmann,  Ltd.,  7/6.) 
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BLIND  MUSICIANS :    THEIR 
METHODS  OF  MEMORISING 

ON  Saturday  evening,  December  12th, 
Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O.,  organist 
and  director  of  music  at  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  gave  a  lecture  upon  the  above 
subject  in  the  Botanical  Theatre  of  University 
College,  Gower  Street,  London,  before  the 
members  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of 
Musicians.  The  lecture  was  one  of  the  regular 
series  arranged  by  the  Society.  Mr.  James 
Dawber,  Mus.  Bac,  the  well-known  blind 
musician,  affectionately  referred  to  as  the 
"  Father  of  the  I.S.M."  (he  was  its  first 
secretary)  was  in  the  chair,  having  travelled 
specially  for  this  purpose  from  his  home  in 
Lancashire. 

After  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  National 
Institute's  general  activities,  and  of  its  different 
ways  of  helping  blind  musicians,  the  lecturer 
described  the  principal  characteristics  of  the 
Braille  and  Moon  alphabets,  proceeding  to  a 
more  detailed  account  of  Braille  music  notation. 
He  also  spoke  upon  the  blind  musician's 
methods  of  memorising  his  music,  and  em- 
phasised the  immense  value  to  him  of  possess- 
ing a  notation  he  could  read  and  write  for 
himself. 

Some  remarkable  feats  of  memory  were 
cited,  and  reference  was  made  to  a  type  of 
memorising  successfully  performed,  week  by 
week,  by  a  large  number  of  blind  musicians 
throughout  the  country,  viz.,  the  grasping  of 
the  details  of  a  Church  service  and  its  accom- 
panying music. 

Interesting  and  characteristic  compositions 
by  living  blind  composers  were  contributed 
during  the  evening  by  Mr.  William  Wolsten- 
holme,  Mus.  Bac,  and  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan, 
L.R.  A.M.,  A.R.C.M.  These  included  two  songs 
and  a  pianoforte  piece  composed  by  Mr. 
Logan,  a  group  of  songs  and  a  fine  concert 
polonaise  by  Mr.  Wolstenholme,  as  well  as 
an  interesting  composition  for  the  pianoforte 
by  Mr.  H.  F.  Watling,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M., 
one  of  the  blind  professors  at  the  Royal 
Normal  College.  Three  of  these  items  were 
selected  from  the  National  Institute  Edition 
of  the  Works  of  British  Blind  Composers. 

The  lecture,  which  was  interspersed  with 
amusing  episodes  concerning  the  blind  getting 
about  alone,  and  the  attitude  of  many  of  the 
sighted  towards  the  sightless,  was  received 
with  keen  appreciation. 


DEATH    OF 
Mr.    HENRY   STAINSBY 

IT  is  with  feelings  of  the  profoundest 
sorrow  that,  as  we  go  to  Press,  we 
record  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby, 
Secretary-General  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  Mr.  Stainsby 
died  in  his  sleep  on  the  morning  of 
December  22nd.  The  funeral  took  place 
at  Berkhamsted  on  the  26th  December, 
and  a  memorial  service  was  held  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  St.  Marylebone, 
on  the  31st  of  the  month. 

An  account  of  Mr.  Stainsby's  life 
and  of  his  life's  work  will  appear  in 
our  next  issue. 


A   NEW   BLIND    COMPOSER 

ON  Tuesday,  December  8th,  an  orchestral 
concert  was  given  in  the  Queen's  Hall 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Music,  the  conductor  being  Sir  Henry  J. 
Wood,  Mus.  D.,  F.R.A.M.  An  interesting 
feature  of  this  concert  was  the  inclusion  of 
four  short  orchestral  works  by  students  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  one  of  these  being  by  Mr. 
N.  McLeod  Steel,  a  blind  student,  and  entitled 
"  The  Shore  Road." 

Mr.  McLeod  Steel  lost  his  sight  in  the  Great 
War  and  turned  his  attention  to  composition. 
Amongst  his  smaller  works  is  a  song  for  bari- 
tone voice  to  stirring  words  by  Eardley- 
Wilmot,  and  entitled  "  Facing  the  Sea."  This 
song  is  published  in  two  keys  by  Messrs. 
Ryalls  &  Jones,  Ltd.,  107  Grange  Road, 
Birkenhead,  the  publishers  of  the  N.I.B. 
Edition.  Another  excellent  song,  published 
by  Messrs.  Chappell  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  "  The 
Piper,"  the  accompaniment  suggesting  the 
"  skirl  "  of  the  pipes  very  cleverly.  Both 
these  songs  are  published  in  Braille  by  the 
National  Institute. 

We  are  delighted  to  see  such  recognition  of 
the  talents  of  so  indomitable  a  student  by  his 
Alma  Mater,  and  shall  follow  Mr.  McLeod 
Steel's  career  as  a  composer  with  keen  interest. 
In  any  case,  to  have  had  his  composition 
selected  for  inclusion  in  an  orchestral  pro- 
gramme of  such  importance,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Royal  Academy  and  the  baton  of  Sir 
Henry  Wood,  is  both  a  high  distinction  and  a 
"hall  mark"  which  any  young  composer 
might  well  covet. 
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A    SWEDISH    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND 


RECENT  issue  of  the  Esperanto 
Eigilo  contains  an  interesting 
account  of  the  Roval  Institution  for 
the  Blind  at  Tomteboda,  Sweden. 
w  The  correspondent  to  the  Esperanto 

^k.        Eigilo  says  : — 
-^"^B-^"        Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  majority 
— -^B—     of     blind      women     are     destined 
|HL      eventually  to  face  the  world  alone, 
*£>         dependent  on  their  own  resources, 
the  Principal  of  the   above-named 
Institution  decided  in  the  vear  1909  to  arrange 
domestic  training  for  the  girls  in  the  upper  class. 
The  progress  at  first  was  necessarily  slow,  as 
nothing  of  a  similar  character  had  ever  before 
been  attempted.     For  teaching  purposes   we 
were   compelled   to   utilise  the  small   kitchen 
adjoining  the  school,  which  was  supplied  with 
•  none  of  the  modern  arrangements  to  be  found 
in  many  large  establishments.     However,  this 
is  not  a  regrettable  circumstance,  although  it 
causes  more  labour  than  would  otherwise  be 
necessary.     It  is   certainly  advisable  that  the 
girls  should  not  grow  accustomed  to  the  most 
modern  utensils,  but  should  be  familiar  with 
the  way  in  which  things  are  likely  to  be  con- 
ducted in  their  own  homes.     The  following 
denotes  the  course  of  instruction  adopted  : — 

1.     Practical  Work. 

Cookjng. — The  preparation  of  simple  foods, 
chosen  in  such  a  way  as  to  represent  our  chief 
meals.  The  use  and  preservation  of  the  remains 
of  a  meal  ;  the  treatment  of  various  foodstuffs 
before  and  during  preparation,  i.e.,  placing 
dried  foods  in  water  ;  the  use  of  different 
kinds  of  flour  in  pastes  and  sauces  ;  the  use 
of  eggs,  etc. 

Preservation. — Simple  berry  and  fruit  juices, 
jams,  fruit  batters,  the  cooking  of  rhubarb,  and 
the  cleansing  and  preparation  offish. 

The  making  of  bread  forms  a  part  of  the 
general  instruction,  including  the  use  of  various 
kinds  of  dough  and  yeast  ;  also  lessons  on  the 
different  cooking  utensils,  and  the  way  to 
preserve  them  in  good  condition. 

The  cleaning  of  bedrooms  ;  the  washing  of 
white  and  coloured  clothes  ;  mangling,  and  a 
little  ironing. 

General  arrangement  and  serving  at  table, 
together  with  table  etiquette. 


2.     Theoretical  Lessons. 

Report  and  explanation  of  the  day's  work  ; 
calculation  of  cost  ;  and  the  nutritive  value, 
preparation  and  preserving  of  ordinary  foods. 

Lessons  in  domestic  labour  are  given  five 
days  a  week  to  twelve  girls  in  the  upper  class 
of  the  school,  so  arranged  that  four  girls  work 
together  in  three  distinct  groups.  The 
teaching  consists  of  simple  cooking  (ten 
different  menus),  and  general  domestic  work, 
as  indicated  above,  including  the  cleaning  of 
boots.  This  lesson  is  held  for  only  one  hour 
every  Monday. 

The  pupils  take  the  recipes  from  the  cookery 
book,  and  immediately  commence  to  prepare 
the  mid-day  meal.  At  the  close  of  the  day 
each  girl  reports  upon  the  course  of  procedure 
which  she  has  adopted.  Cakes,  etc.,  are  sold, 
and  even  small  orders  executed. 

Each  pupil  is  given  definite  tasks  to  perform 
in  order  that  the  work  may  be  equally  dis- 
tributed; their  duties  are  changed  regularly  so 
that  they  may  become  accustomed  to  the  work 
as  a  whole. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  those  girls  who  are 
leaving  school  arrange  several  meals  un- 
assisted, in  order  to  prove  their  skill  and 
general  capacity.  One  or  two  of  the  staff 
officials  make  a  practice  of  presiding  at  table 
when  these  meals  are  served  ;  this  is  a  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  the  girls,  and  the 
food  is  eaten  with  obvious  enjoyment. 

The  upper  class  of  the  Institution  devotes 
the  whole  of  the  time  to  the  instruction  of 
sociology  and  handicrafts.  The  pupils  of 
both  sexes  generally  remain  in  this  class  two 
or  three  years,  and  thus  the  girls  spend  more 
than  a  year  in  domestic  training.  It  is  super- 
fluous to  note  that  they  display  great  interest 
in  the  work.  Even  during  their  holidays  they 
are  able  to  help  considerably  at  home,  and 
their  parents  often  express  sincere  gratitude. 

Domestic  work  is  accomplished  more  easily 
by  partially  blind  than  by  totally  blind  girls  ; 
after  their  education  is  completed,  the  girls 
with  partial  sight  are  able  to  gain  a  livelihood 
as  domestic  servants.  The  totally  blind 
pupils  compare  very  favourably  and  are  far 
more  useful  in  their  own  homes  than  would 
otherwise  be  the  case.  Apart  from  these  con- 
siderations, a  girl  so  trained  in  early  life  is 
better  able  to  attend  to  her  own  needs,  should 
necessity  arise. 
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Having  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  providing 
economic  labour  for  blind  women,  and  the 
present  shortage  of  domestic  servants,  it 
would  appear  that  an  effort  should  be  made  in 
our  schools  carefully  to  train  the  partially 
blind  girls  deemed  suitable  to  undertake  work 
of  this  description.  The  greatest  possible  care 
should  be  exercised,  when  training  the  girls,  to 
consider  the  place  and  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  likely  to  find  employment. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  women  who  are 
beyond  school  age,  the  Swedish  Institution  for 
the  Blind  has  published  two  Braille  cookery 
books,  containing  explanations  and  recipes  for 
the  cooking  of  simple,  nutritious  foods.  For 
several  years  past  a  course  of  domestic  training 
has  been  included  in  the  general  syllabus, 
and  the  instructress  receives  a  salary  equal  to 
that  of  the  other  teachers. 


THE    ROBIN 

We  met  in  early  winter, 

When  jour  heart  ivas  blithe  and  free  ; 

Your  liquid  notes  breathed  happiness, 

I  knew  you  trusted  me  : 

I  looked  into  your  sparkling  eyes, 

A.nd  hoped you 'd  leave  me  never  ; 

Though  Fortune's  smile  might  fickle  prove, 

With  me  you'd  stay  for  ever. 

I  talked  with  you  in  spring-time , 
When  your  heart  was  full  of gle.  ; 
Your  songs  were  bliss  ecstatic, 
They  were  sung  for  only  me. 
You  greeted  old-time  neighbours 
With  a  ivarmth  'tivas  good  to  see  : 
I  loved  you  then  as  now,  dear, 
May  you  long  remembered  be. 

I  joyed  ivith  you,  my  darling, 

In  the  merry  month  of  June  : 

Where  rose  queens  blushed  in  every  bower, 

But  faded  all  too  soon. 

Your  magic  lute  enthralled  me 

Through  the  sultry  August  days  ; 

With  a  fondness  all-absorbing, 

I  had  learned  your  tender  ways. 

I  waited  for  my  robin 

When  the  golden  harvest  came  ; 

But  no  tidings  heard  I  of  him, 

Though  I  called  him  by  his  name. 

Someivhere  perchance  in  Arcady, 

When  the  harvest  days  are  o'er, 

That  robin  will  return  to  me — 

/  ask,  for  nothing  more.  B.  P. 


HAPPY   HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
BOMBAY 

MR.  H.  D.  CHHATRAPATI,  honorary 
secretary,  the  Happy  Home  for  the 
Blind,  is  appealing  for  funds  for  the  above 
Home  which  is  being  started  by  the  Blind 
Relief  Association,  Bombay.  He  gives  us  the 
following  information  : — 

It  is  said  that  in  India  there  are  1,500,000 
totally  blind  persons.  The  number  of  partially 
blind  persons  augments  this  figure  to  that  of 
5,000,000.  The  total  population  of  India  is 
nearly  300,000,000,  therefore  among  every 
60  persons  there  is  one  blind  person.  This  is 
a  colossal  figure  to  contemplate.  It  about 
equals  the  total  population  of  all  Australia ; 
it  is  a  little  less  than  the  total  population  of  all 
South  Africa,  or  a  little  more  than  the  popu- 
lation of  either  Ireland  or  Scotland.  Most  of 
the  blind  beg  in  the  streets.  Thanks  to  the 
West,  India  has  some  sixteen  schools  for  the 
blind.  The  West  sent  missionaries  with  money 
and  material,  and  they  taught  India  that  the 
blind  can  learn.  Bombay  now  has  three 
indigenous  blind  schools,  and  Punjab  and 
Sindh  one  each.  Approximately  500  blind 
persons  are  now  being  taught  in  India. 

Bombay  has  now  adventured  a  new  field 
for  the  blind,  with  the  foundation  of  a  "  Happy 
Home  for  the  Blind  " — the  first  to  be  started 
by  India  for  India's  blind.  Here  it  is  proposed 
to  house,  board,  clothe  and  discipline  50  young 
blind  people.  It  is  to  be  a  half-way  home 
between  the  street  and  the  school. 

Mr.  Chhatrapati  pleads  that  the  West,  which 
has  pointed  the  way,  may  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  these  homeless,  helpless  blind  people,  and 
that  it  will  help  to  make  it  possible  for  Bombay 
to  build  without  delay  the  happy  home  which 
shall  be  worthy  of  her  ties  with  the  world's 
blind. . 

All  cheques  may  be  crossed,  and  communi- 
cations addressed,  to  the  Secretary,  Happy 
Home  for  the  Blind,  Bombay,  India. 


At  the  recent  examination  of  the  Incor- 
porated Society  of  Musicians,  eleven  pupils 
of  the  Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind, 
Newcastle,  were  examined  in  pianoforte,  and 
ten  oassed — three  of  them  with  distinction. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

Miss    MATILDA    ANN    ASTON 


E  publish  this  month  some  auto- 
biographical notes  supplied  by 
Miss  Matilda  Ann  Aston,  better 
known  in  the  world  of  the  blind 
as  Miss  Tilly  Aston.  Although  too 
modest  to  enumerate  the  many 
good  works 
which  she  has 
„  performed  in 
ft  „  the  cause  of 
the     sightless 

in  Australia,  Miss  Aston 

has  given  us  an  insight 

into   her   own   thoughts 
.and  opinions  which,  we 

feel,  are  best  left  in  auto- 
biographical form.  They 

are    the     thoughts     and 

opinions  of  one  who  has 

fought     a      good      fight 

against    difficulties     and 

disappointments,  and  has 

fought  to  win.     Her  life 

and  her  work  should  be 

an  inspiration  to  all  those 

who   are  about   to   take 

up  work  in  the  cause  of 

the  sightless. 

Miss  Aston  writes  : — 
I  was  born  of  pioneer 

English    parents,  at   the 

little     mining     town    of 

Carisbrook,    about     one 

hundred     miles     from 

Melbourne,   on    Decem- 
ber nth,   1873. 

As  a  family  we  were 

not   blessed   with   much 

of   worldly    goods,    but 

we  received  from  our  parents  good  health  and 

active   brains,  and   that   rigidity   of  principle 

usually  called  Puritan. 

In  early  infancy  it  was  discovered  that  my 

eyesight  was  defective,  although  I  saw  partially 

till  I  was  six  years  old.      I  thus  carry  through 

life  recollections  of    light,  colour,  landscape, 

and   the   human  face.      Soon   after  I   became 

blind,  my  father  died,  and  my  mother,  obliged 

to    provide    for    herself   and    three    children, 

became  a   nurse,   and  was   hence   away   from 
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home  a  good  deal.  She  was  induced,  however, 
to  give  me  that  chance  of  education  for  which 
we  were  all  so  eager,  and  when  I  was  eight 
vears  old  I  was  placed  at  the  School  for  the 
Blind  in  Melbourne,  where  the  Rev.  William 
Moss,  the  Superintendent,  became  to  me  as  a 
friend  and  father.  There 
I  made  the  best  of  every 
chance,  both  in  school 
work  and  in  music,  and 
in  due  time  Mr.  Moss 
encouraged  me  to  pre- 
pare to  enter  for  the 
University. 

Up  to  this  time  no 
blind  pupil  here  had 
attempted  to  matriculate, 
and  my  success  caused 
a  good  deal  of  credit  and 
praise  to  come  my  way. 
I  was  sixteen  when  I 
matriculated,  and  I 
followed  up  my  studies 
by  taking  some  subjects 
at  the  University.  I  had 
hoped  to  go  in  for  my 
B.A.  degree,  but  circum- 
stances and  my  own 
delicate  health  thwarted 
that  ambition.  This  is 
"  the  Great  Disappoint- 
ment "  of  my  life ;  but, 
with  the  passing  of  time, 
the  importance  of  a 
degree  has  diminished 
when  compared  with  the 
aspiration  after  the  wider 
knowledge  and  the  de- 
termined and  continuous 
discipline  of  the  mind  in  some  branch  of  study. 
Although  my  nominal  student  days  ended 
when  I  was  about  twenty,  I  have  never  been 
without  some  study  for  its  own  sake,  thus 
furnishing  myself  for  the  varied  employments 
that  have  fallen  to  my  hand.  To  acquire 
knowledge  and  skill  has  been  a  habit,  and  that 
craving  has  taken  me  from  the  management  of 
my  mother's  home  and  skill  in  hand  work  of 
different  kinds,  to  the  learning  of  languages  and 
science  and  literature. 
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After  the  conclusion  of  my  regular  studies, 
I  was  obliged  to  begin  earning  a  livelihood, 
and  have  been  under  that  necessity  right 
through  up  to  the  present  ;  my  attainments  in 
music  offered  the  first  opening,  and  for  many 
years  I  supported  myself  by  teaching  music 
and  singing.  At  various  times,  also,  blind 
children,  whose  parents  did  not  wish  to  send 
them  to  the  Institution  for  training,  came  under 
my  care,  and  these  experiences  as  tutor  or 
governess  are  among  the  happiest  of  my  work. 
Side  by  side  with  my  teaching,  I  began  to 
write.  Most  of  my  literary  work  was  for  the 
papers  and  magazines  here,  but  two  books 
appeared  under  my  name  :  "  Maiden  Verses," 
a  book  of  poems,  and  "  The  Woolinappers,"  a 
series  of  short  tales  of  our  Australian  country. 
I  also  supplied  "  The  Straight-Goer "  as  a 
serial  to  one  of  our  religious  papers,  and  many 
short  tales  to  the  weekly  and  monthly  papers. 

It  was  in  this  way  that  I  was  occupied  when 
the  Education  Department  (Victoria)  adver- 
tised for  a  head  teacher  for  the  School  for  the 
Blind.  The  appointment  promised  permanent 
work  and  a  regular  income,  both  very  alluring 
to  the  woman  of  precarious  employment.  I 
applied  for  the  position,  and  was  appointed  in 
January,  191 3.  I  have  thus  held  the  post  for 
about  twelve  years.  It  has  been  strenuous, 
but  I  think  that,  without  excessive  boasting, 
I  can  say  that  I  have  succeeded.  The  school 
never  numbered  more  than  38  scholars,  and 
during  mv  tenure  three  boys  won  scholarships 
entitling  them  to  higher  education  in  our  High 
Schools,  and  a  fourth,  just  a  month  too  old  to 
sit  for  the  examination,  has  nevetheless  been 
sent  on  to  the  higher  work  by  the  Committee  of 
the  School.  Alas  !  through  broken  health  I 
must  now  give  up  this  beloved  work,  but  I 
have  set  the  pace  for  those  who  follow  me.* 

In  conclusion  of  this  theme  of  bread- 
winning,  I  should  mention  that  last  year  I 
again  ventured  to  publish.  "  Singable  Songs  " 
is  now  in  its  second  edition,  f 


*  When  the  Board  of  Education  proposed  to  appoint  Miss 
Aston  as  head  mistress  of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  so 
much  official  opposition  was  experienced  that  the 
Minister  of  Education  on  his  own  responsibility  sent 
her  to  a  slum  school  for  the  seeing,  where  she  presided 
over  the  Infant  Department.  The  inspector's  report 
was  so  satisfactory  that  the  Minister  decided  to  confirm 
her  appointment  to  the  Blind  School. 

t  Miss  Aston"  is  a  fine  musician,  and  has  command  of  one 
thousand  songs  in  English  and  Esperanto.  She  holds 
the  position  of  Esperanto  Consul  for  the  Blind  of 
Victoria. 


Of  course,  we  must  live,  and  I  have  dealt 
with  that  first ;  but  I  may  truly  say  that  the 
absorbing  interests  of  my  life  have  been  mainly 
in,  and  for,  the  blind.  I  had  hardly  begun  my 
life's  struggle  with  difficulties  and  obstacles 
when  I  became  convinced  that  we  needed 
more  than  the  general  work  of  our  Institution. 

I  had  struggled  with  the  hideous  problem 
of  books  for  my  studies.  I  had  none  to  copy 
them,  and  I  drove  my  stylus  day  and  night, 
thus  robbing  my  brain  of  the  energy  that 
should  have  been  given  to  learning  the  work, 
not  to  copying  it.  So  my  first  move  was  for  a 
library.  I  found  a  friend  who  was  able  to 
advocate  this  cause,  and  between  us  we  en- 
listed the  services  of  Mrs.  May  D.  Harrison, 
the  first  energetic  secretary  of  our  fine  library. 
She  organised  the  work,  while  it  was  my  part 
to  teach  Braille  to  a  group  of  voluntary  tran- 
scribers.   Thus  began  this  branch  of  work. 

But  there  was  another  aspect  of  blind  matters 
that  gave  me  much  thought.  The  blind  them- 
selves had  no  say  in  their  own  affairs,  and  it 
was  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  that 
we  should  have  our  own  form  of  union.  I 
called  a  meeting  of  eight  friends  at  my  home, 
and  we  founded  "  The  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  the  Blind,"  which  was  to  be 
a  society  of  the  blind,  managed  by  themselves, 
and  working  for  the  uplift  of  the  class.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  the  benefits  to  be  had  from 
learning  self-management  were  worth  all 
mistakes,  and  my  belief  has  been  justified. 
This  organisation  has  been  30  years  in  existence. 

I  was  secretary  for  nine  years,  and  after  that 
president  for  a  time  ;  but  of  late  I  have  only 
held  a  trusteeship,  as  I  have  been  long 
threatened  with  a  breakdown  in  health. 

Naturally,  my  interests  have  been  wide.  I 
have  frequent  invitations  to  lecture  at  our  best 
literary  guilds,  and  the  realm  of  Church  work 
has  had  a  fair  share  of  my  time. 

I  believe  that  I  have  here  given  a  summary 
of  my  doings ;  but  if  I  were  asked  to  sum  them 
up  in  a  few  words,  I  should  say  that  life  to  me 
has  been  one  long,  fierce  struggle,  for  breed, 
for  knowledge,  for  prestige ;  and  if  I  hate  one 
word  in  the  English  language  more  than 
another,  it  is  the  word  "  defeat." 
*         *  * 

Amongst  the  many  good  deeds  which  Miss 
Aston  has  left  uncited  is  that  of  having  pleaded 
the  cause  of  the  blind  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Carnegie  United  Kingdom  Trust  some 
years  ago,  with  the  result  that  the  sum  of 
£3,000  was  given  by  them  on  behalf  of  the 
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foundation  of  a  library,  and  that  of  £1,000  &>£ 
fittings.  The  building  in  which  the  library  is 
housed  bears  a  strong  resemblance  in  miniature 
to  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford. 

DEFEAT 

[Singable  Songs) 

When  Circumstance,  that  monster  unrelenting, 
Shall  stand  with  club  upraised — 
Is  man  to  bow,  nor  think  of  circumventing, 
Nor  lift  a  hand,  the  deadly  blow  preventing, 

Like  one  by  terror  dazed  ? 
The  heart  cries,  "  Never  !    let  him  go  down 

fighting  : 
Or  let  him  subtle  grow  ! 

'Tis  his  to  dodge,  recoil,  the  danger  slighting, 
Or  cunningly,  the  onset  rash  inviting, 

To  thrust  aside  the  blow. 
"  But  let  the  Tyrant  with  his  fears  defeat  you, 
A  shattered  thing  you  lie  ! 
He'll  never  pass  that  way  but  he  will  greet  you 
With  boast  insulting  how  he  once  did  beat  you, 

Till  even  hope  will  die  !  " 

Tilly  Aston. 
«#> 

PERFORMANCE    BY    BLIND 
CHILDREN 

A  JAPANESE  fairy  operetta,  "  Princess 
Chrysanthemum,"  written  by  Mr.  C. 
King  Proctor,  was  performed  by  the  children 
of  the  Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  Westbury- 
on-Trym,  for  three  days  in  succession,  before 
large  and  appreciative  audiences. 

The  Eastern  dresses  and  stage  effects  of  this 
pretty  performance  were  very  delightful.  The 
chorus  was  pleasing  and  tuneful,  and  the  acting 
full  of  vigour  and  freshness.  The  solo- 
singing  was  of  the  usual  high  standard  attained 
by  the  pupils  at  this  school.  There  were  three 
dances  arranged  by  Miss  Colson,  and  they  were 
executed  with  vivacity  and  brightness. 

Mr.  A.  H.  James  had  trained  the  children 
in  the  chorus  work,  which  was  always  tuneful 
and  pleasing,  and  in  training  the  soloists  he 
had  the  assistance  of  Miss  Bray.  The  results 
showed  evidence  of  much  careful  tuition.  Miss 
Stiles  assisted  the  children  in  the  preparation 
of  their  several  parts  and  in  the  general  staging 
of  the  operetta,  and  every  member  of  the  staff 
rendered  efficient  service  in  one  way  or  another 
in  order  that  the  operetta  should  be  successful. 

Mr.  P.  Gray,  the  principal,  thanked  the 
audiences  for  their  support,  and  commended 
the  work  which  was  done  by  the  blind  in 
Bristol. 


THE    BLIND    BOTANIST 

AN  interesting  account  of  the  work  of  a 
blind  botanist  is  recorded  in  the  York- 
shire Press.  Born  in  East  Leeds  in  1856,  Mr. 
John  Grimshaw  Wilkinson  was  bereft  of  his 
sight  at  the  age  of  23.  By  trade  a  grocer,  he 
was  very  fond  of  painting,  and  he  was  engaged 
upon  what  he  considers  his  best  picture  when 
he  became  blind. 

After  the  loss  of  his  sight,  Mr.  Wilkinson 
went  with  a  kinsman  of  his— Mr.  Percy 
Grimshaw  who  is  now  one  of  the  first  English 
authorities  on  diptera  (two-winged  flies) — to 
Templenewsam  to  point  out  to  him  the 
artistic  characteristics  of  a  real  landscape. 
After  describing  the  points  of  the  landscape 
as  a  picture,  the  stricken  painter  then  asked  to 
be  taken  to  a  tree. 

"  It  was  late  in  May,"  he  said,  "  and  I  felt 
the  leaves  of  the  tree  to  which  I  had  been  led. 
To  my  great  astonishment  I  found  I  could  tell 
they  were  beech  leaves.  Then,  by  some  strange 
instinct,  I  put  my  tongue  out  and  felt  distinctly 
that  the  margin  of  the  leaves  were  covered 
with  delicate  hairs. 

"  That  was  a  great  discovery  to  me.  For 
weeks  afterwards  I  went  about  with  my  mother 
and  others  feeling  at  the  leaves  of  trees  until 
I  knew  many  of  them  by  touch.  I  had  found 
a  new  outlet  for  my  artistic  leanings." 

After  this  Mr.  Wilkinson  devoted  the  rest 
of  his  life  to  the  study  of  authorities  on  the 
subject  of  trees  and  shrubs  and  British  flora, 
and  all  the  time  he  was  gaining  practical 
experience. 

"  Since  that  time,"  he  said,  "  I  have  classified 
over  1,800  British  plants,  over  200  alien  weeds, 
and  over  1,000  foreign  trees,  though  I  count 
the  plant  as  a  tree  if  it  has  a  cambium  layer 
which  forms  annual  zomes." 

"  In  this  way,"  he  said  in  conclusion,  "  I 
have  gone  on,  and  am  still  going  on  to-day. 
I  have  got  99  specimens  already  this  year." 

DICKENS    IN    BRAILLE 

AT  the  Dickens  House  in  Doughty  Street, 
a  collection  of  cartoons  of  the  novelist's 
Christmas  writings  was  on  view  for  a  few  days 
last  month.  These  included  164  different 
editions  of  the  Christmas  books  and  Christmas 
stories  in  English  ;  18  translations  of  them 
into  foreign  languages  ;  a  copy  of  the  "  Christ- 
mas Carol "  in  Braille  ;  first  editions  of  them 
all  ;  and  illustrations,  including  the  original 
drawings  of  John  Leech  for  "  The  Cricket  on 
the  Hearth." 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

NOVEMBER  has  been  a  very  full  month 
for  the  Greater  London  Fund. 

The  annual  ball  at  the  Palais  de  Danse, 
Hammersmith,  was  even  more  crowded  than 
usual  ;  and  the  net  financial  result  to  the 
Fund  is  expected  to  be  about  £250,  a  substantial 
increase  on  the  amount  raised  last  year.  Many 
valuable  prizes  were  presented  by  a  number 
of  firms,  including  a  twenty-guinea  gramo- 
phone by  the  H.M.V.  Company,  which  went 
to  the  fortunate  holder  of  a  lucky  entrance 
ticket.  These  and  the  prizes  for  the  fancy 
dress  and  dancing  competitions  were  distri- 
buted by  Lady  Terrington  (Chairman  of  the 
Committee),  the  Mayoress  of  Hammersmith 
and  Mile.  Alice  Delysia.  The  judges  for  the 
fancy  dresses  were  again  Mile.  Delysia,  who 
was  assisted  by  Mr.  Ernest  Thesiger,  the  Mayor 
and  Mayoress  of  Hammersmith  (Alderman 
and  Mrs.  Marshall  Hays),  Mrs.  Lovat  Fraser, 
Mrs.  McGrath  (Rosita  Forbes),  and  Mr.  John 
Hassall.  Miss  Barbara  Miles  and  Mr.  Maxwell 
Stewart  (World's  Champions,  1925)  not  only 
decided  the  dancing  competitions  but  gave  a 
charming  exhibition. 

The  midnight  ballet  won  much  applause, 
Miss  Amelia  Allen,  Miss  Josephine  Head  and 
Mr.  Albert  Zapp  very  kindly  giving  some 
of  the  wonderful  dances  in  which  they  were 
appearing  at  the  London  Pavilion.  These 
were  cleverly  woven  into  the  Guy  Fawkes 
story  by  Madame  Edith  Baird,  the  ballet  being 
led  as  last  year  by  Miss  Doris  Bell. 

Twenty  performers  in  costume  took  part  in 
Mr.  Frank  Rubens'  production  of  "  Sunny 
Havana." 

A  second  annual  event — the  Dramatic 
Schools'  Matinee,  organised  yearly  by  the 
Theatrical  Committee,  led  by  Mrs.  Kendal — 
postponed  from  the  summer  term,  also  took 
place  in  November.  The  Royal  Court  Theatre 
was  lent  by  Sir  Barry  Jackson,  and  a  large 
audience  showed  warm  appreciation  of  the 
programme,  given  by  the  students  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Dramatic  Art,  Florence  Etlinger 
Theatre  School,  Central  School  of  Speech 
Training  and  Dramatic  Art,  together  with  the 
Chaplin  Trio  and  their  friends  in  Elizabethan 
dances  and  music,  and  pupils  of  Miss  Euphan 
MacLaren.  The  programme  sellers,  led  by 
Miss  Prudence  Vanbrugh,  did  brisk  business. 
A  charming  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Fund  was 
made  by  Mrs.  Kendal. 

Sir  Edward  Thesiger,  K.C.B.,  C.B.,  Chair- 
man of  the  Chelsea  Circle   "  Helpers   of  the 


Blind,"  arranged  a  drawing-room  meeting  at 
his  house  on  November  23  rd,  which  gained  a 
considerable  number  of  new  members,  despite 
the  small  attendance  due  to  the  recent  death 
of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra. 

On  November  26th,  the  "  Brer  Rabbits  " 
organised  a  delightful  entertainment  at  St. 
Andrew's  Hall,  West  Kensington.  Every 
member  of  the  party  was  excellent,  and  pro- 
vided a  most  amusing  evening.  Two  blind 
artistes  were  invited  to  contribute  to  the 
programme. 

Another  most  successful  concert  was 
organised  at  Rickmansworth  on  the  20th, 
resulting  in  a  substantial  cheque  for  the  Fund. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  made  his  usual  eloquent 
appeal  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  recital  by 
pupils  of  Miss  Christine  Edwards  at  the  iEolian 
Hall  on  November  13th. 

A  dance  to  which  the  Camberwell  Circle 
"  Helpers  of  the  Blind  "  lent  hearty  support 
was  held  in  that  district  on  November  nth. 

Concerts  provided  entirely  by  blind  artistes 
were  given  also  during  the  month  at  Black- 
heath,  Neasden,  Westminster  Central  Legion 
Club,  Yiewsley,  Bermondsey,  Croydon,  Har- 
ringay  and  Walthamstow. 


MASSAGE    LIBRARY,    N.I.B. 

Catalogue  of  New  Publications 


Vols. 


Anatomy,  A  Guide  to,  by  E.  D.  Ewart     .  .  .  .  4 

Diseases   Treated   by   Medical   Gymnastics   and 

Massage,  by  Dr.  J.  Arvedson         .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Medical  Electricity,  by  A.  H.  I.   Browne  .  .  3 

Nervous  Child,  The,  by  H.  C.  Cameron     .  .  .  .  2 

Physiology,  Essentials  of,  by  F.  A.   Bainbridge, 

M.D.,  and  J.  Acworth  Menzies,  M.D.  .  .  .  .         8 

Psychology  and  Morals,  by  J.  Hadfield  .  .  .  .  3 

Psychopathology    of    Everyday    Life,    by    Prof. 

Dr.  Sigmund  Freud,  LL.D.  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

POCKET    EDITIONS. 
Congenital  Talipes,  Treatment  of,  by  Naughton  Dunn, 

M.A.,  M.B. 
General   Paralysis,   Early   Diagnosis  and  Treatment 

of,  by  E.  W.  Scripture,  M.D. 
Hand,  The,  by  P.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S. 
On   Minor   Displacements   of  the   Vertebral   Column, 

as  a  Frequent  Primary  Cause  of  Spinal  Curvatures, 

by  Edgar  F.  Cyriax,  M.D. 
Physical  Exercises  in  Relation  to  Modern  Medicine 

(The  Founder's  Lecture),  by  Sir  William  Milligan,  M.D. 
Physical  Treatment,  The  use  and  Abuse  of,  by  James 

B.  Mennell,  M.A.,  M.D. 
Physiotherapy,  by  R.  C.  Elmslie,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 
Pyorrheoa   Alveolaris    and    its  Treatment,  by  Ernest 

Sturridge,  L.D.S.,  D.D.S. 
Repair  in  the  Lower    Limb  (from    "  After  Treatment 

of   Wounds   and    Injuries  "),   by   R.    C.  Elmslie,  M.S., 

F.R.C.S. 
Repair  in  the  Upper  Limb  (from  "  After  Treatment  of 

Wounds  and  Injuries  "),  by  R.  C.  Elmslie,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 
Treatment   and    Prognosis    in   Arthritis,   by   E.   Whit- 
church Howell,  F.R.C.S. 
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THE    STUDENTS'   LIBRARY   AT    THE   NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE    FOR    THE    BLIND 


O'  HE  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
calls  attention  to  the  existence  of 
its  Students'  Library,  which  now 
numbers  approximately  4,000  vol- 
umes. New  volumes  are  continually 
being  added,  and  it  is  thought  that 
intending  students  may  care  to 
consult  a  list  of  the  books  now 
available  before  deciding  on  a 
course  of  study.  We  propose, 
therefore,  to  give  each  month  the 
titles  of  a  section  of  the  catalogue  which  is 
about  to  be  published.  When  the  entire  list 
has  appeared,  new  additions  will  be  published 
as  they  become  available. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  this  Library  is 

•  available  to  bona-fide  students  only,  and  that 

requests  for  books  must  be  accompanied  by  a 

written  guarantee  from  a  recognised  authority. 

CATALOGUE  OF  STUDENTS'  LIBRARY 

ECONOMICS    AND    COMMERCE 

Xo.         Author.               Title.  Vols, 

1  Ashley.    Tariff  Problem 4 

2  Bastable.    Commerce  of  Nations  .  .          .  .          .  .  4 

3  Bastiat.     Fallacies  of  Protection   .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

4  Bennett.    Problems  of  Village  Life           .  .          .  .  3 

5  Bland,   Brown   and  Tawney.     English   Economic 

History  (documents)        .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  16 

6  Cannan.    Wealth      .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  4 

7  Cannan.    Theory  of  Production  and  Distribution  7 

8  Carver.    Rural  Economics  .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  7 

9  Cathles.    Principles  of  Costing       .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

10  Chandler.    Trust  Accounts              .  .           .  .           .  .  7 

11  Ely  and  Wicker.    Principles  of  Economics           .  .  5 

12  Faraday.     Democracy  and  Capital             .  .           .  .  4 

13  Fieldhouse.    Students'  Commercial  Book-keeping  8 

14  Fay.    Co-partnership  in  Industry .  .          ..          ..  2 

15  Gollancz.     Industrial  Ideals            .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

16  Gray,  Kirkman.     History  of  English  Philanthropy  7 

17  Gray.    Kirkman.     Philanthropy    and    the    State 

(Precis) 3 

18  Lawrence.  Pethick.      Why  Prices  Rise  and  Fall  1 

19  Leacock.    The  Unsolved  Riddle  of  Social  Justice  2 

20  Marshall.    Economics  of  Industry             .  .          .  .  5 

21  .Marx.    Value,  Price  and  Profit      .  .          .  .          .  .  1 

22  .Marx.    Wage,  Labour  and  Capital            .  .          .  .  1 

23  Newman.    Theory  and  Practice  of  Costing         .  .  3 

24  Onslow.    Book-keeping 4 

25  Osborne.    Sane  Trade  Unionism   .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

26  Pigou.     Economics  of  Welfare       .  .          .  .          .  .  21 

27  Radford.    Agricultural  Co-operation  and  Organi- 

sation        .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  1 

28  Robertson.    The  Fallacy  of  Saving         .  .          .  .  2 

29  Robinson    (Fothergill).     Spirit    of   Association   .  .  6 

30  Schloss.    Methods  of  Industrial  Remuneration  .  .  7 

31  Tawney,  R.  H.     The  Nationalisation  of  the  Coal 

Industry    .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  1 

32  Taylor.  Browne.    Factory  System             .  .          .  .  6 


33  Cooke-Taylor.    The  Factory  System         .  .          .  .  3 

34  Veblin.    Theory  of  the  Leisure  Class         .  .           .  .  6 

35  Walker.     Political  Economy           .  .           .  .           .  .  6 

36  Warner.    Industrial  History           .  .           5 

37  Warner.    Tillage,  Trade  and  Invention    .  .          .  .  3 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Pigou.    Unemployment       .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

Strachey,  J.  St.  L.     Economics  of  the  Hour      .  .  2 

Jones.     Social  Economics    .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  3 

Powell.    Deadlock  in  Finance        .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

POLITICAL    SCIENCE 

1  Angell.    Foundation  of  International  Policy       .  .  4 

2  Barker,  E.     Political  Thought  in  England          .  .  4 

3  Bosanquet.     Philosophical  Theory  of  the  State  .  .  5 

4  Burke.    Reflections  on  the  Revolution  in  France  5 

5  Cannan.    Anatomy  of  Society        .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

6  Cazamian.    Modern  England         .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

7  Clarke.    Outlines  of  Central  Government             .  .  2 

8  Clarke.    Outlines  of  Local  Government   .  .          .  .  3 

9  Cramb.    Origin  and  Destiny  of  Imperial  Britain  3 

10  Curtis.    Problems  of  the  Commonwealth             .  .  4 

11  Dice\-.    Law  of  the  Constitution   .  .          .  .          .  .  9 

12  Fleure.    Treaty  Settlement  of  Europe      .  .          .  .  1 

13  Gray,  Kirkman.    History  of  English  Philanthropy  7 

14  Haynes.    Decline  of  Liberty  in  England              .  .  3 

15  Hearnshaw.    Democracy  at  the  Cross-ways        .  .  9 

16  Innes  (Ed.  by).    Burke's  Conciliation  with  America  2 

17  Johnson.    The  Backward  Peoples             .  .          .  .  1 

18  Lord.    Principles  of  Politics            .  .           .  .           .  .  5 

19-    Marvin.    Progress  and  History      .  .           .  .           .  .  6 

20  Marvin.    Evolution  of  World  Peace          .  .          .  .  3 

21  Marvin.    Unity  of  Western  Civilisation    .  .          .  .  5 

22  Mackinder.    Democratic  Ideals  and  Reality        .  .  3 

23  Mill.    Considerations  on  Representative  Govern- 

ment          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  5 

24  Payne.    Introduction     and     Notes     to     Burke's 

"  French  Revolution  "    .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  4 

25  Pollock.    Science  of  Politics           .  .          .  .          ,  .  2 

26  Ricardo.    Principles    of    Political    Economy   and 

Taxation    .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  6 

27  Robertson.    Evolution  of  States   .  .          .  .          .  .  13 

28  Russell.    Roads  to  Freedom           .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

29  Seeley.    Introduction  to  Political  Science            .  .  5 

30  Snowden.    Labour  and  the  New  World   .  .          .  .  4 

31  Spencer.    Man  v.  the  State             .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

32  Tawney.    Acquisitive  Society        .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

33  Yeaxley.    An  Educated  Nation     .  .          .  .          .  .  1 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Kermack.    Expansion  of  Britain    .  .         .  .          .  .  1 

Hadow.    Citizenship            .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

Robertson.     Essays  in  Sociology   .  .           .  .           .  .  5 

Mallock.    Critical  Examination  of  Socialism      .  .  4 
The  League  of  Nations  (The  Covenant  and  other 

pamphlets)             .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  3 


The  After-Care  Department  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  report  that  during 
November  59  new  cases  came  under  their 
care.  Gifts  to  the  value  of  £%z  4s.  46..  were 
provided.  The  amount  expended  in  training 
fees  was  £23  ;   in  relief,  £432  16s.  id. 
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DRESSMAKING    BY    THE    BLIND 

THE  Outlook  for  the  Blind  tells  us  that  at 
the  Factory  for  Blind  Women,  operated 
by  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  blind  women  and  girls  are  employed  in 
dressmaking  as  well  as  in  knitting  and 
crocheting. 

Recently,  a  merchant  from  Northern  On- 
tario, accompanied  by  his  wife,  called  at  the 
head  office  of  the  Institute,  and,  after  becoming 
intensely  interested  in  samples  of  house  dresses 
and  aprons,  expressed  amazement  when  told 
that  twenty  blind  women  were  employed  at 
this  work.  He  was  soon  climbing  the  stairs 
to  the  factory,  and  heard  through  the  open 
doors  the  whirr  and  buzz  of  busy  machinery 
and  cheery  words  and  snatches  of  song  as  the 
girls  worked.  Viewing  the  factory  from  the 
open  doorway,  he  remarked  on  the  neat  and 
efficient  lay-out.  It  was  explained  that  since 
the  products  of  this  factory  must  compete 
with  those  of  other  manufacturers,  every  care 
must  be  exercised  to  prevent  waste  of  time, 
effort  and  material.  The  factory  is  organised 
to  give  steady  employment  to  blind  women, 
and,  come  what  may,  no  effort  will  be  spared 
to  accomplish  this.  It  is  true  that  a  small 
subsidy  must  be  provided  to  augment  wages 
to  the  blind,  and  sighted  assistance  must  be 
furnished  to  fetch  and  carry  ;  also  for  inspec- 
tion work  on  the  garments  in  order  that  no 
flaw  in  material  or  workmanship  may  be 
overlooked. 

The  various  processes  in  the  factory  were 
described.  First,  the  many  bolts  of  cloth  in 
the  neatly-arranged  stockroom ;  next  the  cutting 
table  where  blind  girls,  assisted  by  a  sighted 
attendant,  were  busily  engaged  piling  layer  on 
layer  of  cloth  seemingly  without  end.  At  last 
the  laying-out  operation  being  completed, 
paper  patterns  were  laid  on,  material  marked, 
patterns  removed  and  the  thick  bed  of  cloth 
passed  under  the  rapidly  moving  and  almost 
invisible  little  cutting  knife.  The  parts  of  the 
garments  thus  cut  were  assembled  and  passed 
to  the  girls  at  the  sewing  machines.  These 
machines  are  arranged  in  rows  and  belted  to 
a  line  shaft  driven  by  a  large  electric  motor. 
To  operate,  the  blind  girl  places  her  material 
in  position  to  start  the  seam,  and  when  all  is 
ready  touches  a  small  foot  lever,  and  whirr ! 
the  cloth  is  drawn  forward,  guided  by  deft 
and  sensitive  fingers.  Seam  after  seam  is  com- 
pleted, and  the  garments,  passing  through  the 
various  processes,  assume  a  more  finished 
appearance. 


The  garments  are  completed,  folded, 
pressed  and  finally  parcelled  in  dozen  lots 
ready  for  shipment. 

This  industry  for  blind  women  was  first 
established  in  December,  191 8,  under  the 
direction  of  C.  W.  Holmes,  at  that  time 
Director  of  the   Canadian  National  Institute. 


DANCING  MATINEE  FOR  BLIND 
BABIES 

THIS  year's  Dancing  Matinee  in  aid  of  the 
National  Institute's  Sunshine  Homes 
for  Blind  Babies  was  held  at  the  Queen's 
Theatre  on  December  8th.  Pupils  of  various 
Schools  of  Dancing  again  performed  in  dances 
which  had  been  specially  arranged  for  the 
occasion,  amongst  the  executants  being  numer- 
ous prize-winners  of  the  Dancing  Times  com- 
petitions in  aid  of  the  Sunshine  Homes. 

Amongst  the  various  Schools  of  Dancing 
represented  that  afternoon  must  be  mentioned 
the  May  Hare  School,  the  pupils  of  which 
performed  a  charming  Hungarian  dance,  and 
the  Cone  School  in  a  dainty  dancing  scene, 
entitled  "  The  Three  Arts."  Pupils  of  the 
Princess  Astafieva  delighted  the  audience  in 
six  dances  of  a  more  or  less  classical  nature, 
and  the  Association  of  Operatic  Dancing  of 
Great  Britain  executed  some  delightful  tab- 
leaux and  dances  entitled  "  Poster  Cameos." 
It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  many  and 
varied  dances  performed,  but  mention  must 
be  made  of  the  beautiful  performance  of  Miss 
Phyllis  Bedells  in  "  The  Fairy  Ring,"  and  of 
the  exquisite  dancing  of  Miss  Ruth  French, 
Mr.  Errol  Addison  and  Mr.  Anton  Dolin. 

All  the  dances  were  delightfully  executed, 
and,  from  start  to  finish,  the  entertainment 
formed  one  of  the  best  Sunshine  Matinees 
which  we  can  remember. 

In  the  interval  Mrs.  Claremont,  M.B.E., 
appealed  eloquently  for  support  of  the  Blind 
Babies'  Homes,  of  which  she  is  the  secretary.  She 
said  that  thanks  to  Mr.  Richardson,  editor  of 
the  Dancing  Times,  and  to  the  dancers  who  so 
kindly  gave  their  services,  these  matinees  had 
been  held  for  seven  years.  Four  cots  were 
now  endowed  in  the  name  of  the  Dancing 
Times,  two  at  Chorley  Wood,  one  at  South- 
port  and  one  at  Leamington.  She  said  that  the 
cause  was  one  which  must  appeal  to  all  who 
valued  the  precious  gift  of  eyesight  and  who 
had  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  blind  child. 
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Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Nottingham. — This  Institution 
reports  progress  in  all  branches  of  its  work. 
On  March  31st,  1925,  the  number  of  pupils 
registered  was  155.  Shop  and  Institution  sales 
represented  a  value  of  £21,552,  and  the  wages 
paid  to  blind  workers  amounted  to  £5,161. 
Grants  to  the  value  of  £207  were  made  to  past 
pupils.  Visits  to  the  number  of  1,100  were 
paid  to  blind  home  workers.  Legacies  totalled 
£2,230. 

<*> 

Cardiff  Institution  for  the  Blind. — 
This  Institute  reports  a  year's  satisfactory 
labours.  Full  employment  was  found  for  91 
workers,  and  sales  to  the  value  of  £7,365  were 
effected.  Wages  paid  to  blind  workers 
totalled  £2,598,  and  in  augmentation  wages, 
bonus,  holiday  allowances,  etc.,  the  sum  of 
£3, 5  80  was  expended.  Grants  totalled  £4,469, 
including  one  of  £2,750  from  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  Legacies  to  the  value 
of  £194  were  received,  and  subscriptions  and 
donations  totalled  £567.  Owing  to  the  in- 
crease in  home  teaching  and  visiting  work, 
an  additional  teacher  was  appointed  during  the 
period  under  review,  the  number  of  blind 
persons  under  visitation  being  260. 


L 


iverpool  Workshops  and  Home-Teach- 
ing Society  for  the  Outdoor  Blind. 
This  Institution  reports   that,   despite  con- 


tinued trade  depression,  it  has  been  possible 
to  maintain  all  its  blind  workpeople  in  full 
employment.  The  sales  for  the  year  amounted 
to  £42,292.  The  number  of  blind  persons 
employed  was  175.  Wages  paid  to  the  blind 
totalled  £9,101,  with  £8,082  in  augmentation. 
During  the  year  the  sum  of  £384  was  paid  in 
grants  to  assist  and  augment  the  earnings  of 
home  workers,  and  that  of  £5,567  was  dis- 
tributed in  general  relief.  The  arrangement 
made  with  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
whereby  this  Society  receives  a  portion  of  the 
sum  collected  in  this  district,  has  been 
satisfactorily  continued. 


West  of  England  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  and  Employment  of 
the  Blind. — Progressive  work  has  been 
accomplished  by  this  Institution  during  the 
year  ended  March  31st,  1925.  The  number  of 
pupils,  journeymen  and  journeywomen  was 
113.  In  music  and  other  examinations  the 
pupils  acquitted  themselves  admirably,  and 
much  interest  was  evinced  in  the  University 
Extension  Lectures  which  they  were  enabled 
to  attend.  Sales  of  brushes,  baskets,  mats, 
etc.,  to  the  value  of  £2,756  were  effected,  and 
the  wages  paid  to  blind  workmen,  exclusive 
of  augmentation  wages,  totalled  £1,118. 
Government  grants  to  the  value  of  £1,143 
were  received.  The  Committee  record  with 
gratitude  the  donation  of  £500  from  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


CARE  OF  THE  BLIND  AT  HULL 

THE  Hull  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the 
Blind  has  adopted  a  scheme  whereby  no 
blind  person,  ordinarily  resident  in  the  city, 
shall,  after  March  31st,  1926,  be  required  to 
appear  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
relief. 

The  total  income  of  each  blind  person,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  will  be  augmented  by 
the  Corporation,  so  that  each  blind  person  will 
receive  a  total  income  of  25/-  per  week. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  increase  will 
amount  to  more  than  £4,500  on  the  present 
expenditure. 


BLIND    COMPOSER'S    SUCCESS 

WE  congratulate  Mr.  H.  W.  Greenhill, 
F.R.C.O.,  organist  at  St.  Columba's 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  Waltham- 
stow,  on  having  been  awarded  first  prize 
for  Composition  at  the  recent  Southend  and 
South-East  Essex  Musical  Festival.  The  work  in 
question  was  a  Minuet  and  Trio  for  Pianoforte 
Solo,  which  Mr.  Greenhill  was  invited  to  play 
at  the  concert  and  prize  distribution  at  the 
Victoria  Hall,  Southend,  on  December  5th. 
The  adjudicator  was  Mr.  E.  Stanley  Roper, 
B.A.,  Mus.  Bac,  organist  of  St.  James's 
Chapel  Royal  and  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster. 
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THE  BRAILLE  CENTENARY 

THE  latest  number  of  the  Valentin  Haiiy 
Review  contains  an  account  of  the 
celebrations  attendant  on  the  Braille  Centenary 
at  the  "  Institution  des  Jeunes  Aveugles," 
from  the  ioth  to  the  13th  July,  1925.  A 
distinguished  committee  included  names  such 
as  those  of  the  great  nephew  of  Louis  Braille 
and  of  the  mayor  of  his  native  parish.  Blind 
people  and  those  interested  in  the  blind  came 
from  all  parts  of  France.  Many  foreign 
countries  sent  delegates,  Great  Britain  being 
represented  by  Dr.  Eichholz. 

On  the  opening  day  Mass  was  held  at  9  a.m. 
in  the  Chapel  of  the  Institution,  and  works  by 
blind  composers,  of  whom  some  were  the 
friends  and  colleagues  of  Braille  and  others  his 
immediate  successors  at  the  Institution,  were 
sung.  In  an  eloquent  address,  M.  L'Abbe 
Rateau,  the  chaplain,  traced  the  career  of  the 
great  benefactor  of  the  blind,  and  recalled  the 
words  which  he  uttered  on  his  deathbed  :  "  I 
feel  that  my  mission  has  been  concluded." 
After  Mass,  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Institution 
Nationale  and  a  tour  made  of  the  classrooms 
in  which  Louis  Braille  himself  taught  during 
the  later  years  of  his  life.  It  was  when  he  was 
a  professor  at  the  Institution  that  the  old 
Valentin  Haiiy  School  was  installed  in  its 
present  position. 

In  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Valentin  Haiiy  Association  where,  as  was 
natural,  the  Braille  Library  attracted  the 
greatest  attention.  A  tribute  was  paid  to  the 
magnificent  effort  by  which  during  the  course 
of  40  years  the  ideas  of  Louis  Braille  had  been 
carried  out  in  so  admirable  a  fashion,  and  its 
fruitfulness  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  volumes  transcribed  by  the  copyists 
at  the  Library  was  83,000.  A  halt  was  called 
in  the  Music  Room,  where  M.  Pierre  Henri, 
a  professor  at  the  Institution  Nationale  and 
custodian  of  the  Museum,  had  organised  a 
general  exhibition  of  Braille.  Thanks  to  a 
large  number  of  articles,  many  of  which  are 
very  rare,  the  entire  history  of  the  system 
could  be  traced  down  to  the  very  latest 
appliances. 

The  chief  ceremony  took  place  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  Hall  of  the  National  Institution,  under 
the  presidency  of  M.  Durafour,  Minister  of 
Public  Works  and  of  Hygiene.  After  an  eloquent 
speech  by  General  Balfourier,  the  minister 
spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  his  admiration  for 
the   work   of  Braille,   and   assured   the   blind 


of  the  sympathy  of  the  public  authorities. 
Representing  the  foreign  delegates,  Senor 
Lickefett  of  Madrid  and  Signore  Rugani  of 
Florence  expressed  in  felicitous  terms  the 
sympathy  with  which  the  blind  of  all  countries 
associated  themselves  with  the  commemoration 
of  the  work  of  Braille.  M.  Pierre  Villey, 
professor  of  the  faculty  of  letters  at  Caen, 
traced  the  history  of  that  work.  In  his  speech 
he  laid  particular  stress  on  the  fact  that  the 
lives  of  the  blind  man  and  woman  in  France, 
and,  in  fact,  in  the  entire  world,  had  been 
transformed  by  Braille  and  his  collaborators. 
The  meeting  was  terminated  by  a  brilliant 
concert.  The  choirs  and  the  orchestra  of  the 
Institution  were  warmly  applauded,  and  M. 
Maurice  Desagher,  a  former  pupil,  recited  an 
"  Ode  to  Louis  Braille,"  written  by  M.  Edgard 
Guilian,  the  senior  Braille  reader. 

On  the  second  day  the  visitors  were  taken 
to  the  Town  Hall,  where  they  were  welcomed 
by  representatives  of  the  Municipal  Council, 
and  speeches  were  made  and  lunch  was  taken. 

The  celebrations  concluded  by  a  visit  to  the 
Braille  Departmental  Institute  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  and  to  the  Institution  of  the 
Brothers  of  Saint-Jean  de  Dieu  on  Monday, 
13th  July.  Centenary  celebrations  took  place 
in  other  towns  in  France  and  also  in  Brussels. 

The  exhibition,  organised  by  the  Valentin 
Haiiy  Association  on  the  occasion  of  the 
centenary  of  Braille  type,  was  held  in  the 
Museum  Hall  of  the  Association,  9  Rue  Duroc, 
during  the  month  of  July.  All  manner  of 
Braille  publications  and  apparatus  were  on 
view,  and  many  countries,  including  Great 
Britain,  sent  exhibits. 


«S» 


A    BLIND    SOLICITOR 

MR.  EDWARD  INGRAM  REED,  of 
White  House,  Rogerstone,  near  New- 
port, is  the  first  blind  person  in  Wales  to  have 
qualified  as  a  solicitor.  He  was  articled  to  Mr. 
Kinsey  Morgan,  a  Newport  solicitor,  and 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Newport  and 
Monmouthshire  Blind  Aid  Society.  Mr.  Reed 
has  been  blind  for  all  practical  purposes  from 
the  age  of  six,  following  an  attack  of  scarlet 
fever.  He  is  now  26.  At  16  he  went  to  the 
College  at  Worcester  for  the  Higher  Education 
of  the  Blind,  and  subsequently  served  his 
articles.  He  has  concentrated  largely  on  con- 
veyancing and  the  office  side  of  the  profession. 
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LIGHT    TO    THE    BLIND 


HE  following  article  on  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  blind  in  Japan  by  the 
well-known  writer,  Isoh  Yamagata, 
will  throw  much  light  on  the 
present  condition  of  the  blind  in 
that  country  : — 

One  day  towards  the  end  of  last 
year,  a  party  of  men  and  women 
met  in  a  small  house  in  one  of  the 
suburbs  of  Tokyo  in  celebration  of 
an  achievement  of  which  Japan  may 
justly  be  proud.  It  was  attended  by  about 
40  persons,  most  of  whom  were  blind,  and  I 
was  one  of  the  few  sighted  men  present.  As  a 
journalist  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  I  have 
participated  in  numberless  gatherings  of  men 
and  women.  Rare,  however,  has  it  been  my 
experience  to  sit  in  such  a  meeting  as  this  one, 
for  from  beginning  to  end  an  intense  feeling  of 
thankfulness,  joy  and  hope  pervaded  it,  and 
made  all  those  present  feel  as  if  they  were  living 
in  some  blessed  place  where  there  were  no 
worries  or  disappointments.  It  was  visible  in 
their  beaming  faces,  was  manifested  in  the 
quivering  voices  with  which  they  sung  hymns, 
and  was  expressed  in  earnest  prayers  said  and 
impressive  speeches  made  by  a  few  of  their 
representatives.  My  heart  swelled,  and  I 
could  hardly  prevent  tears  streaming  down 
my  cheeks  as  I  listened  to  them. 

What  was  it  that  made  them  so  happy  ?  The 
answer  is  :  they  had  just  accomplished  a  great 
task  which  no  nations  except  English-speaking 
people  had  so  far  achieved.  In  other  words, 
they  had  completed  the  printing  of  the 
Bible  for  the  blind  in  Japan.  With  the  help 
and  support,  financial  and  otherwise,  of  the 
British  and  American  Bible  Societies  and 
a  certain  Japanese  gentleman  who  prefers  to 
remain  unknown,  they  had  been  engaged  for 
years  in  the  printing  of  the  Japanese  version 
of  the  Bible  in  Braille.  It  was  a  laborious  and 
painstaking  work.  Texts  had  first  to  be  copied 
in  Braille,  then  stereotyped  on  plates  and 
afterwards  printed  therefrom.  First  the  Books 
of  the  New  Testament  were  issued  one  after 
another  in  eleven  volumes,  and  then  the 
printing  of  those  of  the  Old  Testament  was 
undertaken,  these  consisting  of  23  volumes. 

Amidst  many  difficulties  which  confronted 
them,  and  provided  with  none  too  good 
stereotyping  and  printing  machines,  these 
blind  editors,  printers  and  binders  steadfastly 
pursued  their  toilsome  work  year  in  and  year 


out,  and  had  now  at  last  succeeded  in  making 
the  whole  of  the  Bible  accessible  to  the  blind 
in  this  country. 

As  I  have  said,  only  English-speaking  blind 
people  had  had  the  entire  books  of  the  Bible 
at  their  disposal.  As  for  the  blind  speaking 
other  languages,  they  have  only  portions  of  it 
printed  in  Braille.  In  these  circumstances,  the 
fact  that  Japanese  blind  people  can  now  say 
that  they  are  as  fortunate  as  English  and 
American  blind  people  in  having  access  to 
God's  Word  is  remarkable — a  matter  of  which 
not  only  the  persons  concerned,  but  all  Japan 
may  be  proud,  because  in  this  respect  Japan 
has  gone  ahead  of  the  civilised  nations  of  the 
West,  except  England  and  America.  Well 
may  these  blind  men  and  women  who  have 
achieved  this  great  task  feel  thankful  and 
triumphant,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  their 
celebration  and  thanksgiving  service  was  so 
intensely  impressive. 

Amidst  all  the  difficulties  which  the  blind 
editors  and  printers  had  to  surmount  in 
carrying  on  their  work  to  success,  they  had 
one  great  encouragement  which  spurred  them 
on  to  further  exertions.  It  was  the  fact  that 
Books  of  the  Bible,  as  they  were  issued  one 
after  another  for  the  blind,  were  always  readily 
sold  among  those  for  whom  they  were  intended. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  books  were,  and  are, 
sold  at  one-third  the  cost  price,  the  balance 
being  met  by  donations  from  Bible  Societies 
and  the  above-mentioned  anonymous  Japanese 
gentleman.  The  cost  price  is  much  lower  than 
it  would  otherwise  be,  owing  to  the  blind  them- 
selves having  contributed  all  the  labour,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  they  could  have  earned 
more  at  other  occupations.  Nevertheless,  for 
an  ordinary  blind  man  or  woman  it  must  be 
no  easy  matter  to  buy  the  Bible,  for  the  eleven 
volumes  of  the  New  Testament  are  sold  for 
Yen  3.50  (about  7/-)  and  the  23  volumes  of  the 
Old  Testament  for  Yen  6.50  (about  13/-). 
Ten  Yen  (about  £1)  is  a  large  sum  for  an 
average  man  to  pay  ;  much  more  so  for  a 
blind  person  whose  income  is  handicapped  on 
account  of  his  physical  disadvantage.  And 
yet  the  Bible  in  Braille  has  been,  and  is,  well 
sold  among  the  blind  in  Japan,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  fact  that  more  than  3,000  copies  of 
single  books  of  the  Bible  have  so  far  been 
disposed  of.  Considering  that  even  in  the 
Christian  countries  of  the  West,  where  Gospels 
are   very   easy   to   obtain,  many  do  not  show 
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themselves  eager  to  read  them,  such  prosperous 
sale  of  the  Bible  among  the  blind  in  this  country 
proves  that  they  are  exceedingly  thirsty  for 
knowledge  and  light. 

In  fact,  a  great  many  blind  men  and  women 
in  Japan  are  now  Christians.  A  few  years  ago 
a  gathering  of  about  ioo  leading  blind  people 
was  held  in  Tokyo,  when  it  was  found  that  at 
least  40  of  them  were  believers.  It  is  very 
doubtful  that  a  meeting,  except  of  course 
those  of  Christians,  was  ever  held  in  this 
country  which  had  such  a  high  percentage  of 
believers  among  its  attendants. 

It  is  true  that  Christianity  is  steadily  up- 
lifting and  blessing  the  blind  of  Japan  as 
nothing  else  can,  that  some  are  bearing  witness 
powerfully  to  the  grace  and  truth  of  God,  that 
many  are  seeking  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
that  many  things  needful  for  them  are  being 
added  unto  them  steadily. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  latest  develop- 
ments for  the  blind  of  Japan.  Each  districtis  now 
responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind  children 
of  school  age  of  that  district,  and  small  and 
poor  blind  schools  are  now  being  adequately 
helped  and  strengthened  by  these  district 
authorities.  The  weekly  journal  for  the  blind 
issued  by  the  Osaka  Mainichi,  the  leading 
Osaka  newspaper,  and  edited  by  Mr.  Nakamura 
— a  blind  Christian  leader — has  now  over  2,000 
blind  subscribers,  and  as  they  intend  to  print 
and  publish  Braille  books  also,  they  have  just 
decided  to  have  the  best  printing  machines  in 
the  world,  identical  with  those  which  are  used 
at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
London. 

For  all  these  matters  grateful  thanks  are  due 
to  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  the 
Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind  and  others, 
for  their  great  and  inspiring  examples  and 
for  their  kind  and  ever  ready  help  and  co- 
operation to  assist  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  blind  over  there.  Special  thanks  are 
also  due  to  those  who  have  copied  some 
specially  selected  Christian  books,  and  thus 
inspired  blind  leaders  with  the  spirit  and  truth 
of  Christianity. 


All  knowledge  is  love,  and  all  love 
knowledge ;  even  with  the  meanest  we  cannot 
gain  a  glimpse  into  their  inward  trials  and 
struggles  without  an  increase  of  sympathy  and 
affection. — C.  Kings-ley. 


HOSPITAL    APPOINTMENTS    FOR 
BLIND    MASSEURS 

IT  is  interesting  and  gratifying  to  note  that 
hospital  appointments  have  been  secured 
recently  by  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  in 
London,  Birkenhead,  Mexborough,  Glasgow 
and  Johannesburg,  South  Africa. 

Three  of  the  above-mentioned  masseurs  and 
masseuses  received  full  training  at  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  School  of  Massage,  and 
two  received  additional  training  at  the  National 
Institute  in  Medical  Electricity. 


AUGMENTATION    OF   WAGES 

WE  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  London 
County  Council  have  decided  to  aug- 
ment the  income  of  necessitous  unemployable 
blind  persons  resident  in  the  County  of  London 
to  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1  per  week.  This 
new  form  of  assistance  will  be  administered 
through  the  Metropolitan  Association  for  the 
Blind,  and  will  take  effect  as  from  1st  January, 
1926. 

The  London  County  Council  have  also 
decided  to  increase  the  weekly  augmentation 
to  blind  home  workers  from  5/-  to  10/-  as 
from  1st  January,  1926.  The  home  workers 
north  of  the  Thames  are  attached  to  the 
London  Society  for  Teaching  and  Training 
the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  N.W.,  and  those 
residing  south  of  the  Thames  to  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  In  making  this  latter 
grant,  the  London  County  Council  stipulate 
that  the  increased  augmentation  shall  be  suit- 
ably reduced  in  cases  in  which  the  earnings  of 
home  workers  approximate  to  those  of  work- 
shop employees  who,  under  the  scale  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  receive  augmentation  of 
less  than  10/-  per  week. 


WIRELESS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

GERMANY  is  following  Britain's  lead. 
Where  England,  with  the  help  of  a  news- 
paper, is  endeavouring  to  supply  hospitals 
with  wireless  sets,  the  German  Government 
has  paid  for  2,000  receiving  sets  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  blind  of  that  country.  In 
Paris  it  is  the  hospitals  themselves  which  are 
installing  the  receiving  apparatus  for  their 
patients.  The  set  adopted  is  of  a  kind  which 
may  be  connected  with  the  electric  lighting 
supply. 
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Progress. — Songs  of  Christmas  through  the  Ages — From 
Africa  to  the  Andes  (concluded) — Christmas  Toys  of  Long 
Ago — Seasonable  Gifts  tor  the  Blind — Definition  of  Blind- 
ness— National  Library  for  the  Blind — Our  Prize  Com- 
petitions— Correspondence — Matters  of  the  Moment — 
Advertisements — Queen  Alexandra — A  Page  of  Nuggets — 
The  Question  Box — French  Page — The  Awkward  Butler 
(Fiction).  Insets  :  Chess  Supplements  :  Home  Occupations 
for  the  Blind  :  Knitting  Patterns  ;  Infant's  Mittens, 
thumbless;  Infant's  Bonnet;  Infant's  Gaiters;  Infant's 
Vest,  double-breasted  ;  Result  of  Basketmaking  Exam- 
ination. (Subscription:  Inland  and  abroad,  5s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Rest  from  the  Wheel  (Poem) — 
John  Selden — Some  Unpublished  Letters  of  General 
Gordon — The  Weli  of  Sheikh  Nuran — A  Book  of  the 
Moment  :  The  Life  of  Benito  Mussolini — National  Library 
for  the  Blind — Notices — Obituary  :  Queen  Alexandra — 
In  Russia — Feelings  of  Plants.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Queen  Alexandra — Some  Thoughts 
on  "  Messiah  "  (concluded) — Verdi  and  Publicity — Man- 
chester Cathedral  Bells — Humorous  Items — Notes  and 
News  concerning  the  Blind — Arnold  Schonberg — A 
Survey  by  Sir  Hamilton  Harty — Bach's  Fugues  for  Brass 
Bands.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music  Reviews  ;  Inset  : 
Organ  :  "  Piece  Heroi'que,"  by  Cesar  Franck.  (Subscrip- 
tion :    Inland  and  abroad,  12s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — When  William  Came 
— The  Second  Great  Power — The  New  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask — The  Story  of  our  Great  Steamship  Lines  :  1.  The 
Cunard  and  Anchor  Lines — Some  Talks  on  Music — Schools 
and  Scholars — Prize  Competitions — Notice — Told  in  Play- 
time. (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  6s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Massage  Journal. — Lady  Jones'  Lecture  on 
Crippling  due  to  Fractures  :  Its  Prevention  and  Remedy 
(concluded) — Books  in  the  Massage  Library — News  in  the 
Massage  World — The  Place  of  Movement  and  Massage  in 
the  Care  and  Cure  of  Cripples — Review  :  Surface  Anatomy. 
Inset  :  Chronic  Arthritic  Cases  in  the  Massage  Depart- 
ment (Arthritis)  ;  Lectures  ;  Method  of  the  Uses  of 
Lithium  Iodide  ;  The  Cure  of  Rheumatism.  (6d.  per  copy, 
6s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


Channels  of  Blessing. — The  Earliest  Witnesses  of 
Christ — "  He  Remaineth  " — The  Characteristics  of  True 
Religion — Sanctuary — Our  Letter  from  India — The  Happy 
Convict — "  I  will  Come  again  " — Prayer  Union — Faith's 
Resolve — Gleanings — With  Christ  in  the  School  of 
Prayer.  Inset  :  "  Channels  of  Blessing  "  Supplement  : 
Abraham  and  Lot ;    Tools  for  Teachers. 

The  Light-Bringer. — From  the  Braille  Room:  The  New 
Organisation  ;  The  Colour  Problem — A  Study  in  Con- 
sciousness II  (Chapter  IV),  by  Mrs.  Besant — George 
MacDonald,  by  G.  Hilda  Pagan  (to  be  concluded) — How 
I  became  a  Member  of  the  Theosophical  Society,  by  Clara 
M.  Codd — Evolution  and  Reincarnation,  by  Olive  Steven- 
son Howell — A  Fable  Re-told — "  When  Half-Gods  go," 
by  C.  Jinarajadasa,  M.A. — The  Rule  of  Life. 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Snow — Correspondence — International  Notes — Stageland 
— Advertisements  and  General  Notices — The  Poet's 
Corner — Favourite  Quotations — Book  Review  :  "  My  Life 
and  Work  " — The  Gifts  of  Autumn — Death  of  Darrell 
Figgis — Yuletide  :  An  Interlude.  Literary  Supplement  : 
"  The  Shrine  at  Alloway  "  ;  "  The  Finest  Line  of  Poetry." 
-Music  Supplement  :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  Coming  Thro' 
the  Rye,"  by  A.  B.  Cooper ;  Piano  :  "  The  Arabian 
Caravan."  by  Percy  Raymond.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription:  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland   and   abroad.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland   and   abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — Two  Christmas  Tunes,  bv  W. 
McCartney  (T.P.'s  and  Cassell's  Weekly)— The  Old'Star, 
by  Dorothy  Monro  (John  O'  London's  Weekly) — Yule 
Weather  Facts — Yuletide  Freaks — A  Christmas  Pie — 
Namesakes  of  Christmas — Abide  with  Me — Mince  Meat. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 


Wanted,  a  lady  to  take  charge  of  After-Care  Depart- 
ment dealing  with  seven  hundred  unemployable  blind 
persons,  with  staff  of  nine  home  teachers  and  two  assistants. 
Commencing    salary  £200  a  year,  rising  by  annual  incre- 


ments of  (TO  to  (250.  Candidates  possessing  the  Home 
Teachers'  Certificate  preferred.  Applications  to  be  sent 
to  the  Secretary,  Blind  Institution,  Edgbaston,  Bir- 
mingham, by  January  11th,  1926. 


THE  BEACON— Advertisement. 


Games  and  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 

obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


GAMES    FOR    THE    BLIND.— Draughts,    Russian    Fives,    Chess,    Chess   and  Draughts   Outfit,    Cheery 
Families,  Bridge  and  Whist  Cards,  Patience  Cards. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND.—  1  Correspondence  Tablets  ;  2  Braillette  Board ;  3  Pocket  Postcard 
Writing  Frame ;  4  Two-lined  Pocket  Guide  for  Giant  Dots;  5  Four-lined  Pocket  Frame ;  6  Two-lined 
interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel ;     10  Braille   Watch; 

1 1   Compasses. 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 
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MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church —  5.    d. 

6919  "  O  Lord,  Thou  art  my  God  "  and  "  Enter  not  into  judgment  "  (Anthems),  by  Ouseley  and  Attwood  (Vertical  score)      2     0 
Organ — 

6920  "  Ave  Maria,"  by  Cherubini  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2     0 

6921  "  Concerto  Grosso,"  No.  10,  by  Corelli  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6922  "  Cortege  et  Litanie,"  by  Marcel  Dupre  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6923  Allegretto  ("  Hymn  of  Praise  "  Symphony),  by  Mendelssohn  (arranged  by  Cruickshank),  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .     2     0 

6924  Adagio  Religioso  ("  Hymn  of  Praise  "  Symphony),  by  Mendelssohn  (arranged  by  Cruickshank),  (Bar  by  bar)  pocket   ■ 

size 2     0 

Piano — 

6925  "  Moon  Maiden,"   Valse  Lente,  by  Hubert  Bath  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6926  "  Trois  Morceau  Gracieux."  Op.  10,  by  Farjeon  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6927  Morris  Dance,  No.  5,  of  "  Country-Side  "  Suite,  by  Herbert  Fryer  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6928  25  Etudes,  Op.  45,  by  Heller  (Bar  by  bar)     . .       ' .'  •  . .     8  11 

6929  (a)  "  Chanson  d'Amour."  (b)  "  Repos  d' Amour,"  by  Henselt  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6930  Menuetto  in  F  sharp  minor,  from  Sonata,  Op.  6,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  siza    .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6931  Shulbrede  Tune,  No.  6,  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar)  2     0 

Piano  Duets — 

Short  and  Easy  Pianoforte  Duets,  Book  I,  by  Stuart  Archer  (Bar  by  bar)  : — 

6935  Primo  Parts,  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6936  Secondo  Parts,  pocket  size        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

Dance — 

6932  "  Titina,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Leo  Daniderff  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  ..20 

6933  "  Chick,  Chick,  Chick.  Chick.  Chicken  !  "  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Holt,  McGhee  and  King  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size        .  .     2     0 

6934  "  Tea  for  Two  "  ("  No,  No,  Nanette  "),  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Vincent  Youmans  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size     ...  .  .     2     0 
Songs — 

6937  "  Sammy,  the  Dashing  Dragoon,"  by  T.  C.  Sterndale  Bennett  (E  flat  :   Compass  C  to  D'),  pocket  size  .  .  ..20 

6938  "  The  Green  Hills  o'  Somerset,"  by  Eric  Coates  (C  :  Compass  B  to  E'),  pocket  size     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6939  "  Simon  the  Cellarer,"  by  J.  L.  Hatton  (D  :  Compass  A  to  E').  pocket  size        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

6940  "  The  Lighthouse  Keeper,"  by  Billy  Merson  (A  Dark  and  Stormy  Night),  (D  :  Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size       .  .     2     0 

6941  "  Nobil  Signor  "  (My  Noble  Lords),  from  "  Les  Huguenots,"  by  Meyerbeer  (G  :  Compass  A  to  A')  .  .  .  .      2     0 

6942  "  Within  these  Sacred  Bowers,"  from  "  The  Magic  Flute."  by  Mozart  (E  :  Compass  F  to  C),  pocket  size  .  .  ..20 

6943  "  The  Setting  Sun,"  bv  Graham  Peel  (C  :  Compass  C  to  F'),  pocket  size  2     0 

6944  "  Hushing  Song,"  by  W.  M.  Rummel  (G  :  Compass  B  to  E')         2     0 

Duet — 

6945  "  The  Keys  of  Heaven  "  (Contralto  and  Baritone),  (arr.  by  Ernest  Newton),  pocket  size         .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Fiction — 
6698-6703     "  Changing  Winds,"  by  Ervine,  6  vols..  . 

Juvenile  Fiction — 
6350.  6351     "  Through  the  Looking  Glass,"  by  Carroll,  2  vols. 

Miscellaneous — 

6891     Calendar,  1926.  Cut  up  and  Corded 

6448,  6449     Catalogue  of  Church  Music,  2  vols         

Programme  and  Syllabus  of  Talks  and  Lectures  and  Transmissions  to  Schools,  Jan.-Easter.  1926 


per  vol.     8  9 

per  vol.     5  0 

..0  6 

..0  6 

..     0  3 


GAMES 


9197     Game  of  Solitaire,  2s.  6d.  each,  postage  extra. 
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A  MONTHLY   MAGAZINE  DEVOTED  TO  THE 
INTERESTS   OF  THE  BLIND 


VOL.  X.— NO.  110. 


FEBRUARY,   1926. 


Price  3d. 

iSS.   PER  ANNUM.   POJT  FRRK 


THE    WORK    OF    HENRY    STAINSBY 

A  BRIEF  RECORD  OF  A  NOBLE  CAREER 


N  our  last  issue  we  recorded  with 
profound  sorrow  the  passing  of 
Mr.  Henry  Stainsby,  Secretary- 
General  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind.  Throughout  the 
country  the  blind  are  mourning  his 
loss,  for  he  had  devoted  45  years 
of  his  life  to  their  care,  and  had 
made  their  cause  his  own.  All  his 
best  efforts  had  been  employed  in 
thinking  out  new  schemes  for  the 
training,  recreation  and  general  well-being  of 
the  sightless,  and  his  name  will  always  be 
treasured  in  their  hearts. 

Mr.  Stainsby's  connection  with  the  blind 
world  dated  from  the  year  1880,  when  he 
entered  the  General  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Birmingham,  now  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution.  He  took  a  leading  part  in  fitting 
this  Institution  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the 
Elementary  Education  (Blind  and  Deaf  Chil- 
dren) Act,  particularly  with  regard  to  extensive 
structural  alterations  and  additions,  which 
included  a  commodious  and  up-to-date 
gymnasium.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
foundation  of  the  Kindergarten  Branch  of  the 
Institution — which  was  opened  for  the  recep- 
tion of  forty  little  blind  children  in  November, 
1904 — and  also  in  the  erection,  at  a  later  date,  of 
the  Institution's  Workshops  at  Harborne.  At 
first  Assistant  Master,  he  became  Assistant 
Secretary,  Trade  Manager,  General  Superin- 
tendent   and    Secretary    in    succession.      His 


highly  successful  tenure  of  these  posts  may 
be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  on  his  retirement  to 
take  up  the  position  of  Secretary-General  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  (now 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind)  in  1909, 
a  letter  was  addressed  to  him  by  the  entire 
staff  of  the  Birmingham  Institution  imploring 
him  to  reconsider  his  decision  and  to  remain 
with  them.  To  commemorate  his  work  at  the 
Birmingham  Institution,  the  Committee,  staff 
and  friends  of  the  Institution  inaugurated  a 
fund  known  as  "  The  Henrv  Stainsby  Pension 
Fund  for  the  Blind,"  which  now  provides 
pensions  for  a  number  of  deserving  blind 
persons. 

When  he  entered  upon  his  new  duties  as 
Secretary-General  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Blind  Association,  Mr.  Stainsby  was  by  no 
means  a  stranger  to  that  bodv.  He  knew  and 
admired  that  great  yet  unobtrusive  benefactor 
of  the  blind  and  founder  of  the  Association, 
Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  its  Executive  Council,  Chairman  of  its 
Technical  and  Book  Committee,  and  Chairman 
of  the  New  Rules  Committee — formed  to 
revise  and  codify  the  three  Grades  of  Braille. 
It  was  only  his  belief  in  the  future  possibilities 
of  the  Association  to  develop  its  work  and 
increase  its  benefits  to  the  blind  that  led  him 
to  accept  the  post. 

The  great  progress  which  has  been  achieved 
during  recent  years  in  the  education  and  em- 
ployment of  the  blind  is  bound  up  with  the 
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history  of  the  National  Institute  during  Mr. 
Stainsby's  tenure  of  office.  He  has  himself 
recalled  the  fact  that  when  be  joined  the  Insti- 
tute it  was  a  small  society  with  a  staff  of  54 
members  and  an  annual  income  of  £6,000. 
To-day  the  number  of  persons,  blind  and 
sighted,  employed  by  the  Institute  is  600  ; 
and  during  the  year  1924- 192  5  the  income 
amounted  to  £286,000. 

Mr.  Stainsby  did  much  to  promote  impor- 
tant legislation  on  behalf  of  the  sightless,  in- 
cluding the  Education  (Blind «  and  Deaf 
Children)  Act,  1893,  the  Education  Act,  1902, 
Part  II,  the  Education  Act,  191 8,  and  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920.  He  acted  as  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Conference  on 
the  Blind,  1894,  and  of  the  International  Con- 
ference (London),  19 14,  and  also  contributed 
papers  at  the  following  Conferences  : — Bir- 
mingham, 1 914  :  Paper  on  the  Occupations 
best  suited  to  the  blind  ;  London,  1902  :  Paper 
on  the  Professions  and  Trades  best  adapted  to 
the  blind  ;  Edinburgh,  1905  :  Paper  on  the 
Primary  Education  of  the  blind  ;  Manchester, 
1906:  Paper  on  After-Care  ;  Exeter,  191 1  : 
Paper  on  the  After-Care  and  the  better  and 
more  general  Employment  of  the  blind  ; 
Edinburgh,  1912  :  Paper  on  Literature  for  the 
blind.  His  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
subjects  upon  which  he  spoke  is  summed  up 
in  his  pamphlet  "  The  Education,  Training, 
Employment  and  General  Care  of  the  Blind." 

He  served  on  the  committees  of  numerous 
societies  and  institutions  for  the  blind,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution,  the  London  Society  for  Teaching 
the  Blind  (Swiss  Cottage),  the  British  Braille 
Committee,  the  National  Committee  for  the 
Employment  of  the  Blind,  the  Committee  for 
Drafting  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Technical 
Education  and  Employment  of  the  Blind, 
and  the  Metropolitan  Union  of  Institutions, 
Societies  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind.  He  was 
also  a  Trustee,  Fellow  and  Member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the 
Blind,  and  served  as  its  Hon.  Registrar  for 
many  years.  He  was  the  inventor  of  many 
useful  appliances  for  the  blind,  including  a 
shorthand  machine,  a  Braille  typewriter,  im- 
proved and  simplified  methods  of  producing 
maps  and  diagrams  for  the  blind,  and  an  eye- 
less needle  for  sewing  with  coir  yarn.  He 
was  closely  connected  with  Mr.  A.  Siddall,  of 
Rochdale,  in  popularising  boot-making  and 
boot-repairing  as  occupations  for  blind  men, 
and  he  did  useful  service  in  improving  the 


tools  and  equipment  required  in  this  industry. 
He  also  took  a  leading  part  in  the  formulation 
of  a  Braille  system  of  shorthand. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  National 
Institute  has  always  been  the  production  of 
embossed  literature  for  the  blind.  Before  the 
use  of  electricity  had  become  general,  the 
methods  of  printing  Braille  were  of  necessity 
slow  and  cumbersome.  The  sheets  of  paper 
were  dampened,  printed  on  ordinary  envelope- 
cutting  presses  and  were  then  dried  in  trays 
which  revolved  in  a  long  oven  heated  by 
steam.  Mr.  Stainsby  soon  discarded  this 
method,  and  introduced  quick-running  platen 
presses,  electrically  driven,  and  working 
fifteen  times  faster  than  the  old  machines.  The 
paper  was  softened  by  heat  applied  electrically,, 
instead  of  being  moistened.  The  result  has 
been  an  enormous  increase  in  the  output  of 
Braille  literature,  and  a  reduction  in  the  cost. 
Whereas  in  the  early  days  of  the  Institute  only 
one  magazine  was  produced,  it  is  to-day 
responsible  for  the  publication  of  eleven 
Braille  magazines  and  newspapers,  in  addition 
to  the  production  of  enormous  numbers  of 
Braille  books  and  pieces  of  music.  For  a 
time  Mr.  Stainsby  himself  edited  the  two 
Braille  magazines,  "  Progress  "  and  "  The 
Braille  Literary  Journal,"  and  also  the  letter- 
press magazine,  "  The  Braille  Review,"  now 
known  as  "  The  Beacon."  Although  he  was- 
obliged  to  relinquish  this  work  through  lack 
of  time,  he  continued  to  take  a  critical  interest 
in  their  contents  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

The  production  of  literature  in  Moon  type 
has  also  kept  pace  with  the  requirements  of 
those  who  have  lost  their  sight  late  in  life,  and 
with  this  branch  of  work  for  the  blind  Mr. 
Stainsby  was  deeply  concerned.  When  Miss 
Moon — daughter  of  Dr.  Moon  who  invented 
the  type  known  by  that  name — died  in  19 14, 
the  Moon  Society  became  a  branch  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  Mr. 
Stainsby  immediately  interested  himself  in  the 
methods  of  production  of  literature  in  Moon 
type.  The  present  considerable  increase  in 
output  is  due  to  improved  methods,  including 
printing  direct  from  type  instead  of  from 
stereos.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Stainsby 
had  planned  the  installation  of  a  machine  for 
making  a  crease  down  the  inside  margin  of 
each  sheet  in  order  to  prevent  the  characters 
from  being  crushed,  a  defect  which  was- 
unavoidable  under  the  older  system.  This 
machine  is  now  being  installed,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  it  will  greatly  improve  the  work. 
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With  regard  to  the  very  important  subject 
of  music  for  the  blind,  he  took  a  deep 
and  practical  interest  in  the  efforts  made 
over  a  long  period  of  years  to  perfect  the 
Braille  Music  Notation.  He  promoted  the 
publication  in  1922  of  the  "  Key  to  Revised 
Braille  Music  Notation,"  the  standard  work 
on  the  subject,  of  which  a  letterpress  edition 
appeared  in  1925.  This  work  was  the  result 
of  the  labours  of  the  Special  Music  Revision 
Committee — whose  members,  leading  ex- 
perts on  the  subject,  had,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Institute,  worked 
for  some  ten  years  on  this  highly  technical 
subject.  Another  scheme  in  which  he  was 
deeplv  interested 
■was  the  publica- 
tion in  print  of  an 
edition  of  special- 
ly selected  and 
rep  resentative 
works  by  living 
blind  musicians, 
known  as  "  The 
National  Insti- 
tute Edition  of 
the  Works  of 
British  Blind 
Composers."  It 
was  characteristic 
of  the  range  of  his 
sympathies  that, 
although  he  did 
not  lay  claim  to 
be  musical,  he 
followed  this 
section  of  the 
work  with  the 
keenest  interest, 
and  lent  it  his 
invariable  en- 
couragement and 


Mr.    Stainsby,  on   his  appointment  as   Secretary-General  of  the 

British  and   Foreign   Blind  Association   (now  the  National 

Institute   for  the   Blind). 


support.  It  may 
here  not  be  out  of 
place    to    record 

that  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  realise  the  im- 
portant part  that  Wireless  was  bound  to  play 
in  the  lives  of  the  sightless,  and  that  he  en- 
couraged every  effort  made  to  bring  it  within 
the  reach  of  all. 

Recognising  that  Alassage  formed  an  ideal 
calling  for  educated  blind  men  and  women 
who  possessed  the  necessary  physical  require- 
ments, he  became  closelv  associated  with  the 
pioneer  movement  connected  with  their 
training,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Executive 


Committee  of  the  National  Institution  for 
Massage  by  the  Blind,  an  organisation  which 
was  taken  over  by  the  National  Institute  in  the 
year  1915.  Ever  since  that  date  Mr.  Stainsby 
was  closely  connected  with  the  various  im- 
provements which  were  carried  out  in  the 
training  and  establishment  of  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses.  In  19 19  he  joined  the  Council 
of  the  Association  of  Certificated  Blind 
Masseurs,  a  professional  body  registered  under 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  protect  and  advance  the 
interests  of  the  blind  engaged  in  this  profession. 
It  was  Mr.  Stainsby  who  in  1894  introduced 
telephony  as  an  occupation  for  the  blind,  with 
very  good  results. 

He  was  deeply 
concerned  with 
the  question  of 
the  upbringing  of 
the  blind  child 
from  its  early  days 
onwards,  and 
with  the  educa- 
tion and  physical 
w e  1 1-b e i n g  of 
blind  children  and 
adults.  During 
his  term  of  office 
there  came  into 
being  the  three 
Sunshine  Homes 
for  Blind  Babies, 
four  Homes  and 
a  Hostel  for  the 
Adult  Blind,  and 
the  Chorley  Wood 
College  for  Girls 
with  Little  or  no 
Sight.  In  all 
these  under- 
takings he  took 
the  keenest  and 
deepest  interest, 
allowing  no  de- 
tail of  the  work 
connected  with  each  to  escape  his  attention. 
As  a  great  lover  of  children,  he  took  an  intense 
pride  in  the  Blind  Babies'  Homes,  and  a  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  little 
inmates.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
development  of  the  Blind  Homeworkers' 
Schemes,  and  utilised  his  extensive  knowledge 
in  directing  their  advancement.  In  this  con- 
nection attention  must  be  called  to  the  Insti- 
tute's Home  Industries  Department,  which 
assists  blind  workers  in  their  own  homes  in 
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ihe  counties  of  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Hamp- 
shire and  London  south  of  the  Thames. 

Nor  must  his  work  for  the  men  who  were 
blinded  in  the  Great  War  be  forgotten.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  opening  of  the  St. 
Dunstan's  first  home  in  Bavswater.  His  advice 
as  to  the  methods  of  educating  and  training  the 
blinded  soldiers  was  invaluable  to  the  late  Sir 
Arthur  Pearson,  and  he  served  on  the  St. 
Dunstan's  Committee  for  several  years. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  fact  that 
the  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  was  in- 
augurated by  the  National  Institute  whilst 
Mr.  Stainsby  was  Secretary-General.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note,  that  last  year  this  Fund  distri- 
buted no  less  a  sum  than  £25,500  for  the 
benefit  of  the  workshops  and  other  societies  for 
the  blind  in  London. 

Looking  back  on  the  work  of  the  Institute, 
which  has  acquired  a  position  of  national  and 
world-wide  significance,  it  is  impossible  to 
disassociate  Mr.  Stainsby's  name  from  a 
single  branch  of  its  activities.  Many  of  these 
are  the  outcome  of  bis  own  initiative.  He  was 
quick  to  seize  on  new  ideas  for  developing  the 
capacities  of  the  blind  ;  he  was  indefatigable 
in  his  researches  ;  he  gave  of  his  very  best. 
Whilst  we  mourn  with  his  family  and  with  the 
blind  co  mm  unit  v  for  the  loss  which  both  have 
sustained  through  his  death,  we  feel  that 
they  must  rejoice  in  this  life  so  well  spent  in 
the  service  of  others,  and  in  the  knowledge 
that  the  result  of  his  labours  has  benefitted  not 
only  the  blind  of  the  English-speaking  countries 
but  the  blind  of  the  whole  world. 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

At  Holv  Trinity  Church,  St.  Marylebone,  a 
service  was  held  on  December  31st  in  memory 
of  Mr.  Stainsby.  For  45  years  he  had 
served  the  blind  ;  he  had  thought  and  cared 
for  them  with  solicitude  and  affection,  and 
it  was  meet  that  they  should  gather  in  the 
sacred  edifice  so  near  to  the  scene  of  his 
labours,  and  revere  his  memory.  The  con- 
gregation was  largelv  composed  of  sightless 
members,  who  were  provided  with  Braille 
copies  of  the  order  of  service.  The  prayer  for 
those  "  who  have  stood  by  us  and  helped  us  in 
past  days,  who  have  cheered  us  by  their  sym- 
pathy and  strengthened  us  by  their  example," 
came  from  the  very  hearts  of  the  large  con- 
gregation present.  The  service,  which  was 
intensely  impressive  in  its  simplicity,  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Lloyd,  M.A., 
blind     chaplain    to     the     National    Institute, 


assisted  by  the  Rev.  G.  F.  Saywell,  M.A., 
Rector  of  Holy  Trinity,  with  Mr.  H.  C. 
Warrilow,  F.R.C.O.,  Director  of  Music, 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  at  the  organ. 
"  A  Solemn  Melody,"  by  Walford  Davies, 
opened  the  service,  followed  by  the  Resur- 
rection Hymn.  After  the  Prayers  Psalm  23 
was  chanted,  and  then  followed  Mr.  Lloyd's 
beautiful  address,  reproduced  below. 

MR.   LLOYD'S   ADDRESS. 

The  Joy  of  the  Lord. 
"  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant  :    enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." — S.  Matthew,  xxv,  21. 

"  The  greatest  happiness  which  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  imagine  must  be  to  hear  those  words 
spoken  by  the  lips  of  the  Son  of  God.  We 
are  thinking  to-day  of  one  who  has  entered 
into  great  joy,  who  has  passed  through  a 
wonderful  experience.  The  experience  through 
which  he  has  passed  is  called  by  us  '  Death,' 
because  to  us  it  must  inevitably  carry  with  it 
a  sense  of  separation  and  of  loss.  But  it  is 
death  only  from  the  standpoint  of  those  who 
are  left  behind  ;  to  him  whom  it  most  closely 
concerns  it  is  not  death,  but  life — a  richer,, 
fuller,  wider  life  than  any  he  had  known  before. 
Let  us  try  to  look  at  it  from  that  true  stand- 
point, and  to  think  of  it  as  a  great  reward  for 
a  life  of  splendid  service  and  self-sacrifice. 
For  that,  indeed,  it  is.  God  has  taken  him  away 
from  us,  only  that  He  may  draw  him  closer  to 
Himself.  He  is  in  perfect  peace,  because  his 
mind  was  stayed  on  God. 

"  The  life  which  has  so  recently  passed 
away  from  us  has  been  a  splendid  inspiration 
to  all  who  are  trying  to  lighten  the  burden  of 
human  suffering  and  sorrow.  We  who  are 
blind  felt  that  in  Henry  Stainsby  we  had  a 
true  friend,  whose  whole  heart  was  in  the 
cause  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life.  If  you 
will  forgive  a  personal  reference,  I  should  like 
to  mention  one  little  incident  which  took  place 
in  my  own  life,  and  which  shows  how  true 
and  genuine  was  his  interest  in  any  blind  man 
who  sought  his  help.  It  happened  about  fifteen 
years  ago,  when  I  was  engaged  in  the  very 
depressing  and  difficult  task  of  trying  to  find 
some  suitable  work  to  do  between  the  close 
of  my  University  course  and  my  ordination. 
I  had  written  to  between  thirty  and  forty 
schools  for  the  blind,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining 
some  kind  of  teaching  work,  but  in  most  cases 
my  letters  were  left  unanswered.  I  then  wrote 
to  Mr.  Stainsby  in  his  capacity  of  Secretary  to 
the  National  Institute — then  the  British  and 
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Foreign  Blind  Association — to  ask  his  advice, 
and  I  received  by  return  of  post  a  letter  full  of 
human  sympathy  and  kindness.  He  assured 
me  that  he  was  doing  his  best  to  encourage  the 
employment  of  blind  teachers  as  far  as  this  was 
possible,  and  the  whole  letter  made  me  feel 
that  we  had  a  friend  who  really  understood  our 
troubles  and  meant  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
remove  them.  I  have  never  forgotten  that  ray 
of  sunshine  in  an  hour  of  very  great  darkness, 
though  he  himself  probably  never  guessed  how 
much  that  letter  had  meant.  We  never  can 
know  all  that  a  kind  word  may  mean  to  another 
until  we  hear  it  from  the  lips  of  Our  Lord 
Himself,  when,  after  the  struggle  of  life  is  over. 
He  calls  us  to  enter  into  His  joy. 

"  If  we  are  to  think  of  any  one  trait  which  dis- 
tinguished this  friend  of  ours  above  all  others, 
I  would  like  to  think  of  him  as  a  great-hearted 
man.     He  had  a  very  great  heart,  and,  being 


also  a  profoundly  religious  man,  he  gave  that 
great  heart  to  God,  that  God  might  use  it  for 
the  relief  of  human  suffering  and  the  helping 
of  those  in  need.  We  who  are  blind  must  ever 
be  grateful  for  such  a  life  as  his.  He  gave  us 
of  his  sight  without  grudging,  striving  to 
make  life  easier  for  us,  using  every  power 
which  God  had  given  him — whether  of  body 
or  of  mind — to  devise  means  for  helping 
us  to  fit  ourselves  to  take  our  place  and  to 
hold  our  own  in  the  great  struggle  of  life.  He 
saw  in  blindness,  not  a  tragedy  merely — any- 
one can  see  its  tragedy  ;  he  saw  also  an 
opportunity — a  great,  rich,  glorious  oppor- 
tunity for  the  service  of  God  and  man.  He 
strove  to  make  the  blind  see  this  for  themselves, 
and  did  all  he  could  to  help  them  to  use  the 
opportunity  rightly.  '  Neither  did  this  man 
sin,  nor  his  parents  ;  but  that  the  works  of 
God  might  be  made  manifest  in  him.'    But  the 


At  the  Opening  of  Hoole  Bank,  in    1921. 
(From  left  to  right:  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  J.P.,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  the  late  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  Bart.,  G.B.E., 
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works  of  God  can  be  manifested,  not  only 
through  the  courage  of  those  who  suffer,  but 
also  through  the  sympathy  of  those  who  help. 
"  Let  me  say  just  one  thing  more.  We  are 
too  ready  to  speak  of  the  characters  of  those 
whom  we  call  '  dead  '  in  the  past  tense.  We 
say,  '  He  aw  kind  '  ;  '  He  was  great-hearted  '  ; 
'  He  did  all  he  could  to  help  us  '  ;  I  would 
rather  say  still,  '  He  is  kind  ;  he  is  great- 
hearted ;  he  will  still  do  all  he  can  to  help  us.' 
God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the 
living  ;  and  the  great-hearted,  if  they  are  still 
living,  must  be  great-hearted  still.  Does  not 
Our  Lord  tell  us  that  the  Angels  in  Heaven 
rejoice  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth  ?  If  the 
Holy  Angels  are  so  deeply  interested  in  all  that 
takes  place  on  earth,  we  must  not  imagine  that 
those  who  cared  for  us  on  earth  will  cease  to 
care  when  once  they  have  passed  into  a  higher 
and  purer  world.  What  they  were  on  earth,  that 
they  are  still.  We  may  believe  with  every  con- 
fidence that  those  who  have  passed  from 
mortal  sight  are  still  with  us  in  spirit,  sympa- 
thising with  us,  anxious  that  we  should 
conquer,  even  ready  to  help  us  with  the 
spiritual  help  which  they  can  surely  give. 
'  Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  compassed 
about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us 
run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  set  before 
us,  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  Author  and 
Finisher  of  our  faith.'  The  truest  honour  we 
can  pay  to  him  who  has  passed  from  us  is  to 
carry  on  the  work  which  he  had  so  greatly  at 
heart,  that  so,  the  cross  and  passion  ended,  we 
may  one  day  enter  with  him  into  the  joy  of 
Our  Lord  :  for  in  His  Presence  is  fulness  of 
joy,  and  at  His  right  hand  are  pleasures  for 
evermore." 

*  *  * 

The  Hymn  chosen  was  "  God  moves  in  a 
mysterious  way,  His  wonders  to  perform," 
and  at  the  close  of  the  service  the  solemn  notes 
of  Handel's  "  Dead  March  "  echoed  through 
the  sacred  building. 

After  the  service  the  hushed  congregation 
went  their  way  out  into  the  busy  streets, 
where  life  pursued  its  work-a-day  course.  His 
sighted  colleagues  mourned  a  loyal  friend  and 
fellow-worker — the  sightless  a  loyal  friend,  a 
trusted  helper  and  a  wise  counsellor. 

For  he  was  "  eyes  to  the  blind." 

*  *  * 

Messages  of  condolence  were  received  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  included 
letters  from  the  Minister  of  Health,  the 
Advisory   Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the 


Blind,  the  Board  of  Education,  and  from 
numerous  societies  and  institutions  for  the: 
blind  throughout  the  country. 

Touching  tributes  to  his  memory  were 
received  from  countless  blind  folk  who  had 
benefitted  by  his  counsel  and  assistance.  We 
quote  below  from  a  few  of  the  letters  received 
from  blind  and  sighted  friends.  They  bear 
witness  to  his  love  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
which  he  had  so  much  at  heart  : — 

"  We  of  the  blind  world  never  had  a  more 
earnest  and  sincere  friend,  and  no  one  has 
done  more  for  our  welfare  than  Mr.  Stainsby." 

*  *     * 

"  He  was  one  of  Nature's  noblemen,  a  true 
Christian  ;  and  his  memory  will  live  as  one  of 
the  greatest  emancipators  and  practical  friends 
of  the  blind." 

*  *     * 

"  Mr.  Stainsby  was  a  true  friend  to  thou- 
sands ;  no  man  will  be  more  missed  ;  and  his 
loss  to  the  blind  community  and  all  who  knew 
him  is  irreparable." 

*  *     * 

"  He  came  as  a  ray  of  sunshine  to  us,  with 
his  kindliness  and  sympathy." 

*  *     * 

"  In  his  passing,  the  blind  of  this  country 
have  suffered  an  irreparable  loss.  We  never 
had  an  abler  helper  nor  a  better  friend." 

*  *     * 

"  His  great  work  for  the  blind  will  be  a  very 
permanent  memorial  of  him.  Personally,  I  feel 
I  have  lost  a  friend  who  was  very  lovable  and 
who  ran  a  fine  straight  course  in  all  he  did." 

*  *     * 

"  I  admired  Mr.  Stainsby  as  a  perfect  type 
of  the  English  gentleman,  and  for  his  magni- 
ficent work — often  in  face  of  severe  criticism — 
on  behalf  of  the  blind  community.  His  loss 
is  irreparable." 

*  *     * 

"  The  blind  world  has  indeed  lost  a  true 
friend,  one  who  never  spared  himself  on  their 
account,  but  did  all  he  could  for  their  benefit." 

*  #     * 

"  I  found  him  the  very  essence  of  courtesy,, 
and  I  feel  a  better  man  for  having  had  the: 
privilege  of  sharing  his  friendship." 

*  *     * 

"  He  always  went  out  of  his  way  to  help  anv 
blind  person,  and  lent  a  sympathetic  ear  to  alt 
their  difficulties  and  troubles." 
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"  Having  been  associated  so  closely  with  Mr. 
Stainsby  for  some  years,  I  can  appreciate  the 
immense  loss  sustained  not  only  by  the  Institute 
but  by  the  blind  world  as  a  whole  by  his 
passing  ;  and,  in  so  far  as  I  personally  am 
concerned,  I  can  never  hope  to  find  anyone 
more  kind  and  considerate  in  every  conceivable 
way  than  he  was  to  me." 

*  *  * 
"  I  have  known  Mr.  Stainsby  for  over 
thirty  years,  and  have  been  in  intimate  corres- 
pondence with  him  from  time  to  time  about 
all  matters  relating  to  the  blind.  He  was 
indeed  an  admirable  man  in  every  respect,  and 
was  heartilv  devoted  to  the  cause  to  which  his 
life  was  so  sympatheti- 
cally given." 

*  *     * 

"  To  me  Mr.  Stainsby 
.seemed  a  living  ex- 
ample of  all  a  good  and 
true  man  should  be, 
utterly  unselfish  and 
entirely  devoted  to 
helping  others." 

*  *     * 
"  No  man,  I  know, 

had  the  cause  of  the 
blind  more  at  heart 
than  he,  and  no  man 
worked  more  single- 
heartedly  and  wisely 
for  them.  It  is  im- 
possible to  estimate 
the   great   loss   we  are 

all  suffering." 

*  *     * 

"We  of  the  blind 
community  never  had 
a  better  friend  than 
he  was  to  us  ;  and 
many  another  will,  like 
myself,  miss  his  cheery 
and  kindly  presence  at 
the  National  Institute." 


Mr.   Stainsby  dictating  a  letter  to  a   : 
Shorthand  Typist. 
(This  photo  was  taken  shortly  before  his  death.) 


*  *        * 

"  He  was  a  man  whom  to  know  was  not 
merely  to  respect,  but  even  to  love.  As  a 
*  Chief'  he  was  infinitely  kindly  and  considerate, 
slow  to  blame,  always  ready  with  a  word  of 
encouragement  and  counsel." 

*  *     * 

"  He  was,  I  think,  the  best  and  kindest  man 
I  ever  worked  under." 


"  Although  serving  the  Institute  in  a  humble 
capacity,  I  had  for  years  looked  on  Mr. 
Stainsby  as  a  friend  as  well  as  a  '  Chief,'  and 
his  last  letter  to  me  on  the  16th  I  shall  cherish 
always."  #.     #     # 

''  The  memory  of  our  beloved  '  Chief  will 
always  be  a  fragrant  one,  for  the  great  kindness 
of  his  nature,  the  deep  interest  he  ever  showed 
in  the  welfare  of  each  member  of  the  staff  of 
our  department,  and  for  the  noble  example  he 
ever  set  us  of  devotion  to  the  great  cause  to 
which  he  dedicated  his  life." 
*     *     * 

"  I  need  not  speak  of  his  long  and  dis- 
tinguished services  to  the  blind,  for  his  name 
was  a  household  word 
among  those  who 
served  them;  but  I 
remember  with  grati- 
tude his  constant 
courtesy  and  sympathy 
and  readiness  to  help 
and  advise." 

sk         ;k         sk 

"  His  masterly  grasp 
of  all  matters  affecting 
the  blind,  his  intense 
sympathy  for  them  in 
their  affliction,  and  his 
eager  desire  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  lighten 
their  burden  won  the 
admiration  of  all,  and 
acted  as  an  inspiration 
to  others  to  do  their 
best.  The  blind  have 
lost  a  real  friend,  whose 
place  it  will  be  difficult 
to  fill." 

*     *     * 

"  His  memory  will 
be  revered  by  all  of  us 
who  were  privileged  to 
know  him,  and  to  be 
associated  with  him  in 
the  great  work  for  the 


cause  of  the  blind. 

"  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby's  work  in  connection 
with  the  blind  will  never  be  forgotten,  and 
many  a  heart  will  be  the  sadder  for  his  passing." 
*     *     * 

"  I  feel  that  he  really  gave  his  life  for  the 
blind,  for  whom  he  has  worked  without  respite 
for  so  many  years." 
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"I  have  lost  one  of  the  best  friends  I  ever 
had,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  other  blind 
people  who  can  say  the  same." 

*  *     * 

"He  was  ever  courteous,  kind  and  helpful." 

*  *     * 

"  But  it  is  not  even  as  a  worker  for  the  blind, 
but  as  a  man,  that  he  made  his  greatest  appeal 
to  those  who  knew  him  intimately.  His  integ- 
rity and  energy  and  breadth  of  vision  seemed 
to  fit  in  harmoniously  with  a  kindliness  and 
consideration  and  sense  of  humour  which 
made  him  a  notable  and  pleasant  companion 
and  coadjutor." 

*  *     * 

"  I  hope  that  the  loss  which  you  all  suffer 
to-day  will  be  softened  somewhat  by  the 
thought  that  his  life  has  meant  untold  weal 
to  a  multitude  of  the  afflicted,  and  that  he 
leaves  behind  him  very  many  memories  of  a 
great  and  faithful  servant." 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Written  in  loving  memory  of  an  esteemed 

FRIEND       AND       COLLEAGUE,       Mr.       Hf.NRY 

Stainsby,  late  Secretary-General  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
who  died  December  2  2nd,  1925,  and  was 
interred  on  the  26th  of  the  said  month 
of  December. 


Now  is  returned  to  Mother  Earth,  by  loving  hands, 
All  that  was  mortal  of  a  colleague  and  a  friend. 

Why  should  ive  speak,  with  bated  breath  of  his  great 

life? 
'Twas  n  hole  some,  pure  as  an  invigorating  breeze 
Wafted  for  us  o'er  wind-swept  hills  of  time. 

His  was  a  life  majestic  in  its  sweet  simplicity  : 
A  blameless  life,  spent  in  the  service  of  mankind. 

Than  this,  no  ivorthier  title  monarchs  can  bestow  : 
By  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty,   "  The  King  of 


He  was  commissioned  to  the  task\-     'Tivas  nobly 
done  ! 

Ere  the  first  glimpse  of  the  grey  dawn  appeared, 
His  great  immortal  soul — set  free — returned  to  God. 

To  us  he  hath  bequeathed  a  glorious  heritage, — 
A  great  and  useful  life — a  fragrant  memory. 

Ben  Purse. 
26th  December,   1925. 


SALARIES    OF 
HANDICRAFT    TEACHERS 

WITH  reference  to  the  salaries  of  handi- 
craft teachers,  the  Board  of  Education 
have  issued  a  memorandum  containing  a  state- 
ment which  is  to  take  the  place  of  Note  1 5  on 
page  3  of  K  Memorandum  No.  1.  The  state- 
ment is  to  the  effect  that  (1)  if  appointed  before 
April  1  st,  19 14,  a  teacher  of  handicraft  who- 
does  not  hold  the  Elementary  School  Teachers'" 
Certificate,  but  holds  a  Diploma  in  Handicraft 
recognised  by  the  Board  of  Education,  shall 
be  graded  as  a  Certificated  Assistant  Teacher,, 
not  College-trained  ;  (2)  if  appointed  on  or 
after  April  1st,  19 14,  but  not  before  the  1st 
January,  1921,  he  shall,  if  recognised  by  the 
Board  as  an  Uncertificated  Teacher,  or  upon 
obtaining  such  recognition,  be  graded  as  a 
Certificated  Assistant  Teacher,  not  College- 
trained.  If  the  case  does  not  follow  either  of 
these  two  sections,  he  shall  be  graded  as  an 
Uncertificated  Teacher! 

It  has  been  agreed  that  local  education 
authorities  may,  at  their  discretion,  make 
exceptions  to  these  provisions  within  certain- 
limits.  Briefly  stated  the  exceptions  may  be 
made  (1)  in  individual  cases  in  which  the 
authority  is  satisfied  that  hardship  is  occasioned 
to  existing  teachers  ;  (2)  a  teacher  appointed 
after  March  31st,  1925,  but  before  the  date  of 
termination  of  the  duration  of  the  scales  of 
salary  of  Lord  Burnham's  Award  of  April  1st,. 
1925,  who  holds  a  Diploma  in  Handicraft 
recognised  by  the  Board  of  Education,  may,, 
if  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Education  as  an 
Uncertificated  Teacher  or  upon  obtaining  such 
recognition,  be  graded  for  salary  purposes  as 
a  Certificated  Assistant  Teacher,  not  College- 
trained. 

The  above  provisions  only  apply  so  long  as 
the  teacher  is  employed  as  a  teacher  of  handi- 
craft. If  a  teacher  who  is  qualified  as  a  teacher 
of  handicraft  is  employed  in  some  other 
capacity  the  appropriate  salary  is  that  applicable 
to  the  capacity  in  which  he  is  employed. 

The  Memorandum  in  which  the  full  state- 
ment is  contained  is  K  Memorandum  No.  4,. 
and  is  dated  November,  1925. 
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BOOK    REVIEW 

THE    LIFE    AND    WORK    OF    HENRY   FORD* 


n~  T  is  always  a  matter  of  profound 
interest  to  be  able  to  look  closely 
into  the  mental  make-up  of  a  man 
who  has  made  such  a  deep  im- 
pression upon  the  world  of  industry 
and  commerce,  and  the  views  and 
opinions  of  Henry  Ford  in  this 
connection  are  of  more  than  usual 
value.  One  could  have  written  a 
great  deal  about  this  book,  apart 
from  the  mere  recitation  of  the 
achievements  and  the  mental  equipment  of 
Henry  Ford,  but  perhaps  sufficient  has  already 
been  said  at  least  to  create  a  desire  in  the  mind 
of  the  reader  to  peruse  the  book  for  himself. 
If  this  has  been  achieved,  then  one  can  safelv 
.leave  the  rest  to  the  judgment,  not  merely  of 
the  present  generation,  but  of  those  who 
succeed  us. 

It  would  be  unkind  to  leave  the  subject 
where  it  is,  and  not  to  notice  some  of  the  very 
apposite  observations  which  give  real  force  and 
piquancy  to  this  book,  and  it  is  therefore 
proposed  to  extract  at  random  some  of  the 
sentences  which  impressed  themselves  upon 
me  whilst  reading  its  most  interesting  pages. 
"  The  majority  will  consider  quality,  and  buy 
the  biggest  dollarsworth  of  quality.  If, 
therefore,  you  discover  what  will  give  this  95 
per  cent,  of  people  the  best  all-round  service, 
and  then  arrange  to  manufacture  the  very 
highest  quality,  and  sell  at  the  very  lowest 
price,  you  will  be  meeting  a  demand  which  is 
so  large  that  it  may  be  called  universal."  A 
little  later  we  find  this  interesting  observation  : 
"  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  economics  of  making 
are  transferred  at  once  to  the  price,  and  if  it 
is  well  known  that  such  is  the  policy  of  the 
manufacturer,  the  public  will  have  confi- 
dence in  him,  and  will  respond." 

Speaking  authoritatively,  and  with  much 
foresight,  on  the  complicated  subject  of  wages, 
Mr.  Ford  observes  :  "I  adopted  the  policy  of 
paving  the  very  highest  reward  for  service,  and 
then  insisting  upon  getting  a  high  service."  It 
would  be  well  if  those  responsible  for  engaging 
labour  would  take  to  heart  this  statement ;  for 
it  cuts  at  the  very  root  of  all  inefficiency,  and 
establishes  beyond  dispute  the  contention  that 
to  pay  reasonable  wages  is  to  encourage  a  form 
of  service  that  is  in  itself  a  real  and  lasting 
economy.      Few   people,    I   imagine,    will   be 


disposed  to  disagree  with  Mr.  Ford  when  he 
tersely  observes  :  "  Men  die  because  a  part 
gives  out ;  machines  wreck  themselves  because 
some  parts  are  weaker  than  others.  When  one 
of  my  cars  breaks  down  I  know  I  am  to  blame." 

Turning  to  the  still  more  materialistic  con- 
ception of  the  Ford  business  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  during  the  first  year  in  which  the  Ford 
Company  was  constituted,  an  average  of  3 1 1 
people  were  employed,  and  the  number  of  cars 
produced  was  1,708,  with  only  one  branch 
house.  In  1908  the  factory  space  had  increased 
to  2.65  acres,  and  they  owned  the  building. 
The  average  number  of  employees  had  in- 
creased to  1,908,  and  6,181  cars  were  produced, 
and  there  were  14  branch  houses.  Some  con- 
ception of  Henry  Ford's  objective  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  observations  :  "  I 
will  build  a  motor  car  for  the  great  multitude. 
It  will  be  large  enough  for  the  family,  but 
small  enough  for  the  individual  to  run  and 
care  for.  It  will  be  constructed  of  the  best 
materials,  by  the  best  men  to  be  hired,  after 
the  simplest  designs  that  modern  engineering 
can  devise ;  but  it  will  be  so  low  in  price  that 
no  man,  making  a  good  salary,  will  be  unable 
to  own  one,  and  enjoy  with  his  family  the 
blessing  of  hours  of  pleasure  in  God's  great 
open  spaces."  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  far 
that  great  ideal  has  been  realised ;  but  one  may 
be  permitted  to  assert  that,  if  most  business 
men  were  actuated  by  such  motives,  the  com- 
mercial atmosphere  would  be  a  more  whole- 
some one  than  it  is  to-day. 

It  has  sometimes  been  urged  against  Ford 
and  other  commercial  magnates  that  they  have 
grown  rich  out  of  the  necessities  of  the  people. 
I  cannot  think  or  feel,  however,  that  there  is 
anything  very  improper  in  a  man  deriving 
from  industry  a  competency,  so  long  as  in  the 
process  he  does  not  maim  or  injure  less  fortu- 
nate men,  and  disregard  their  claims  to 
reasonable  consideration.  No  one  could  say 
that  this  has  happened  in  the  building  up  of 
the  Ford  business.  If  vast  wealth  has  been 
accumulated,  it  is  also  equally  true  to  say  that 
incalculable  good  has  been  conferred  upon  the 
community  as  a  result  of  the  enterprise  and 
good  will  of  this  great  industrial  magnate. 

"  "My  Life  and  Work,"  by  Henry  Ford.  In  Collabor- 
ation with  Samuel  Crowther  (William  Heinemann, 
Ltd.,  7/6). 
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I  must  pass  hurriedly  over  many  portions  of 
the  book  with  which  it  would  have  been  my 
delight  to  deal,  contenting  myself  merely  with 
a  few  concluding  observations  and  quotations. 
Before  so  doing,  I  must  ask  readers  to  look 
thoughtfully  at  the  following  excerpt  :  "  No 
manufacturer  can  say  I  built  this  business  if  it 
has  required  the  help  of  thousands  of  men  in 
building  it.  It  is  a  joint  production.  Every- 
one employed  in  it  has  contributed  something 
to  it,  by  working  and  producing  and  making 
it  possible  for  the  purchasing  world  to  keep 
coming  to  that  business  for  the  type  of  service 
it  provides  ;  and  thus  they  have  established  a 
custom,  a  trade,  a  habit,  which  supplies  them 
with  a  livelihood.  That  is  the  way  our 
Company  grew." 

I  have  previously  called  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  Mr.  Ford's  attitude  in  respect  of 
persons  who  are  not  endowed  with  any 
particular  capacity,  and  I  cannot  do  better  here 
than  produce  his  own  statement  on  the 
subject  :  "  It  turned  out  at  the  time  of  an 
enquiry  that  there  were  7,882  different  jobs  inthe 
factory  ;  of  these  949  were  classified  as  heavy 
work,  requiring  strong,  able-bodied  and  prac- 
tically physically  perfect  men  ;  3,338  required 
men  of  ordinary  physical  development  and 
strength.  The  remaining  3,595  jobs  were  dis- 
closed as  requiring  no  physical  exertion,  and 
could  be  performed  by  the  slightest,  weakest 
sort  of  men.  In  fact,  most  of  them  could  be 
satisfactorily  filled  bv  women  or  older  children. 
The  lightest  jobs  were  all  classified,  to  discover 
how  many  of  them  required  the  full  faculties, 
and  we  found  that  670  could  be  filled  by  legless 
men,  2,637  by  one-legged  men,  two  by  armless 
men,  715  by  one-armed  men,  and  ten  by  blind 
men.  Therefore,  out  of  the  782  kinds  of  jobs, 
4,034  (although  some  of  them  required 
strength)  did  not  require  full  physical  capacity  : 
that  is,  developed  industry  can  provide  wage 
work  for  a  higher  average  of  standard  men 
than  are  ordinarily  included  in  any  normal 
community."  This  is  a  contention  I  have 
frequently  made  in  these  columns.  It  is  high 
time  that  those  in  charge  of  facilities  for  the 
employment  of  the  blind  should  look  at  this 
problem  more  intimately,  and  seek  for  the 
development  of  additional  occupations  to  those 
now  practised.  I  am  convinced  that  by  doing 
so  the  purposes  of  economy  will  be  served,  a 
greater  measure  of  efficiency  will  be  secured, 
and,  what  is  all  important,  the  wage-earning 
capacity  of  the  blind  would  be  thereby  very 
considerably  increased.    The  National  Institute 


for  the  Blind  is  attempting  to  do  something  in 
this  direction,  but  the  problem  is  so  urgent  and 
so  important  that  it  does  not  brook  delay,  and 
requires  the  closest  possible  attention  from 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  practical  possi- 
bilities of  blind  workers.  It  may  not  please 
some  people  to  read  the  following  obser- 
vations, but  in  the  main  they  represent  our 
point  of  view,  and  that,  probably,  of  most 
other  thoughtful  people,  who  are  disinclined 
to  look  at  the  problems  by  which  we  are 
surrounded  in  a  narrow  or  parochial  sense. 
"  We  have  always  with  us  the  maimed  and  the 
halt.  There  is  a  most  generous  disposition  to 
regard  all  of  these  people  who  are  physically 
incapacitated  for  labour  as  a  charge  on  society, 
and  to  support  them  by  charity.  There  are 
cases  where  I  imagine  that  the  support  must 
be  by  charity — as,  for  instance,  an  idiot — but 
those  cases  are  extraordinarily  rare,  and  we 
have  found  it  possible,  among  the  great 
number  of  different  tasks  that  must  be  per- 
formed somewhere  in  the  Company,  to  find 
an  opening  for  almost  anyone  on  the  basis  of 
production.  The  blind  man  or  cripple  can,  in 
the  particular  place  to  which  he  is  assigned, 
perform  just  as  much  work,  and  receive 
exactly  the  same  pay,  as  a  wholly  able-bodied 
man  would.  We  do  not  prefer  cripples,  but 
we  have  demonstrated  that  they  can  earn  full 

wages I  believe  that  there  is  very  little 

occasion  for  charity  in  this  world  :  that  is, 
charity  in  the  sense  of  making  gifts.  Most 
certainly  business  and  charity  cannot  be  com- 
bined. The  purpose  of  the  factory  is  to 
produce,  and  it  ill  serves  the  community  in 
general  unless  it  does  produce  to  the  utmost  of 
its  capacity.  We  are  too  ready  to  assume, 
without  investigation,  that  the  full  possession 
of  faculties  is  a  condition  requisite  to  the  best 
performance  of  all  jobs.  To  discover  just 
what  was  the  real  position,  I  had  all  of  the 
different  jobs  in  the  factory  classified  to  the 
kind  of  machine  and  work,  whether  the 
physical  labour  involved  was  light,  medium 
or  heavy  ;  whether  it  was  a  wet  or  dry  job, 
and,  if  wet,  with  what  kind  of  fluid  ;  whether 
it  were  clean  or  dirty  ;  near  an  oven  or  a 
furnace  ;  the  condition  of  air  ;  whether  one 
or  both  hands  had  to  be  used  ;  whether  the 
employee  stood  or  sat  down  at  his  work ; 
whether  it  was  noisy  or  quiet  ;  whether  it 
required  accuracy  ;  whether  the  light  was 
natural  or  artificial  ;  the  number  of  pieces  that 
had  to  be  handled  per  hour;  the  weight  of 
the  material  handled,  and  the  description  of  the 
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strain  upon  the  worker.  Therefore,  when  a 
man  is  taken  on  by  the  Employment  Depart- 
ment, the  theory  is  to  put  him  into  a  job  suited 
to  his  condition.  If  he  is  already  at  work,  and 
he  does  not  seem  able  to  perform  the  work,  he 
is  given  a  transfer  card  which  he  takes  up  to 
the  Transfer  Department,  and  after  an  examina- 
tion he  is  tried  out  in  some  other  work  more 
suited  to  his  condition  or  disposition.  Those 
who  are  below  the  ordinary  physical  standards 
are  just  as  good  workers,  rightly  placed,  as 
those  who  are  above.  For  instance,  a  blind 
man  was  assigned  to  the  Stock  Department, 
to  count  bolts  and  nuts  for  shipment  to  branch 
establishments.  Two  other  able-bodied  men 
were  already  employed  on  this  work.  In  two 
days  the  foreman  sent  a  note  to  the  Transfer 
Department  releasing  the  able-bodied  men, 
because  the  blind  man  was  able  to  do  not  only 
his  own  work,  but  also  the  work  that  had 
formerly  been  done  by  the  sound  men."  These 
theories  will  doubtless  appear  strange  to  many 
people  who  are  unaccustomed  to  look  broadly 
at  the  problem  expressed  in  a  system  which 
must  provide  for  handicapped  people,  and  it 
is  unfortunate  for  us  in  this  country  that  with 
very  few  exceptions  we  have  not  been  able  to 
find  captains  of  industry  who  are  disposed  to 
test  the  veracity  of  Mr.  Ford's  contentions. 
The  book  before  me  says  :  "  At  the  time  of 
the  last  analysis  of  employed  there  were  9,563 
sub-standard  men.  Of  these,  123  had  crippled 
or  amputated  arms,  fore-arms  or  hands  ;  one 
had  both  hands  off ;  there  were  four  totally 
blind  men  ;  207  blind  in  one  eye  ;  253  with 
one  eye  nearly  blind  ;  37  deaf  and  dumb  ;  60 
epileptics  ;  four  with  both  legs  or  feet  missing; 
234  with  one  foot  or  leg  missing  ;  the  others 
had  minor  impediments." 

I  must  now  leave  the  pages  of  this  all- 
absorbing  little  book,  and  ask  readers  to 
peruse  the  same  for  themselves.  They  will 
thoroughly  enjoy  the  book,  and  be  able  to 
glean  from  it  much  of  value  that  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  retail  in  these  short  articles.  Henry 
Ford  is  undoubtedly  right  when  he  affirms 
towards  the  end  of  the  book  that  "  the  oppor- 
tunity to  work  is  now  greater  than  ever  it  was. 
The  opportunity  to  advance  is  greater.  It  is 
true  that  the  young  man  who  enters  industry 
to-dav  enters  a  very  different  system  from  that 
in  which  the  young  man  of  25  years  ago 
began  his  career.  The  system  has  been 
tightened  up  ;  there  is  less  play  of  friction 
in  it  ;  fewer  matters  are  left  to  the  haphazard 
will  of  the  individual  ;     the  modern  worker 


finds  himself  part  of  an  organisation  which 
apparently  leaves  him  little  initiative.  Yet 
with  all  this  it  is  not  true  that  '  men  are  mere 
machines.'  It  is  not  true  that  opportunity  has 
been  lost  in  organisation.  If  the  young  man 
will  liberate  himself  from  these  ideas,  and 
regard  the  system  as  it  is,  he  will  find  that  what 
he  thought  was  a  barrier  is  really  an  aid." 

I  entirely  agree  with  those  critics  who  have 
set  an  exceedingly  high  value  on  this  little 
book.  Blatchford  was  undoubtedly  right  when 
he  said  that  "  if  the  average  novel  is  worth 
7/6,  '  My  Life  and  Work,'  by  Henry  Ford,  is 
worth  at  least  50  guineas."  I  am  delighted 
to  be  able  to  say  here  that  the  book  is  being 
stereotyped  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and  will  be  available  to  those  who  care 
to  read  it  in  the  immediate  future. 


HIGHER    MUSIC— EXAMINATION 
SUCCESSES 

WE  have  much  pleasure  in  congratulating 
Mr.  H.  Donald  Sparrow,  F.R.C.O.,  on 
two  recent  noteworthy  musical  achievements. 
By  taking  the  "final"  Examination  of  the 
Birmingham  Midland  Institute,  he  becomes 
Associate  of  the  Birmingham  School  of  Music, 
the  subjects  being  solo  singing  and  advanced 
harmony.  He  has  also  been  successful  in 
obtaining  the  A.R.C.M.  diploma  as  a  teacher 
of  singing,  an  Examination  that,  so  far,  has 
rarely  been  taken  by  the  Blind. 


INTERESTING    CAREER    OF    A 
BLIND    MUSICIAN 

WE  congratulate  Mr.  Tom  White,  a 
blind  musician,  on  the  completion  of 
30  years'  service  as  organist  of  Chilvers  Coton 
Parish  Church,  Nuneaton.  As  a  child  his 
musical  talents  attracted  the  attention  of 
prominent  Nuneaton  people,  who  sent  him  to 
be  trained  at  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Birmingham.  Later  he  proceeded  to  the  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Upper  Norwood. 
Not  only  is  Mr.  White  an  organist,  but  as  the 
possessor  of  an  excellent  tenor  voice  he  sang, 
in  his  younger  days,  at  the  old  St.  James's 
Hall,  London,  and  before  Royalty.  Also,  as 
member  of  a  concert  party  of  blind  artistes, 
he  toured  Belgium  and  Germany.  We  are 
glad  to  think  he  ultimately  settled  down 
amongst  his  early  friends  in  the  Nuneaton 
district. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

THE  month  of  December  opened  with 
the  formation  of  an  important  new 
Circle  of  "Helpers  of  the  Blind"  in  West- 
minster. The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Caxton 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  December  4th,  and 
was  exceedingly  successful,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  day  was  the  foggiest  of  the  year.  The 
energetic  Honorary  Organiser  was  Mrs.  Francis 
Goldsmith,  who  has  already  proved  her 
practical  sympathy  with  the  blind  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  Mr.  J.  Monteith  Erskine,  M.P.,  who 
was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Erskine,  was  in  the 
Chair.  The  Rev.  Prebendary  Gough  also 
spoke  eloquently.  Mr-.  H.  C.  Preece  explained 
the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Guild  of  "Helpers 
of  the  Blind,"  and  the  proposal  to  form  a 
Westminster  Circle  was  carried  enthusiastically. 
Mrs.  Francis  Goldsmith,  in  accepting  the 
position  of  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Circle,  made 
a  charming  appeal  for  Members.  It  was 
announced  thft  Mr.  S.  P.  B.  Bucknill  (ex- 
Mayor  of  Westminster),  who  was  prevented 
from  being  present  by  illness,  would  accept 
the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Circle,  and  Mr. 
Erskine  consented  to  become  President.  Other 
prominent  people  who  gave  their  patronage 
were  The  Mayor  of  Westminster,  The 
Rev.  Cardinal  Bourne,  The  Very  Rev.  Foxley 
Norris  (then  Dean  of  York  and  now  Dean  of 
Westminster  Abbey),  The  late  Rev.  Canon 
Carnegie,  The  Rev.  Costley  White,  D.D.,  The 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  G.  Rosedale,  F.S.A.,  and  Captain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E. 

The  meeting  was  followed  by  a  delightful 
Concert,  the  artistes  being  Miss  Jeanne 
Mallette,  Mr.  Derek  Carfax,  Mr.  William 
Turner  and  the  well-known  violinist,  Miss 
Sybil  Eaton,  whose  charming  playing  won 
much  applause. 

Mr.  Preece  was  also  the  speaker  at  the  St. 
Pancras  Rotary  Club  on  December  8th,  his 
subject  being  "The  Modern  Spirit  in  the 
Blind  World." 

The  20th  Batt.  London  Regiment  organised 
a  Dance  in  aid  of  the  Fund  at  Blackheath  on 
December  12th. 

Concerts  were  held  during  the  month  at 
Battersea,  under  the  auspices  of  The  Battersea 
Park  Bowling  Club;  Messrs.  J.  &  E.  Hall's 
Iron  Works,  Dartford,  Whitefield's  Tabernacle, 
Talbot  Restaurant,  London  Wall,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  London  Parks'  Bowling 
Association,  and  Battersea  Free  Church.    Blind 


artistes  also  contributed  to  the  programme  o 
the  City  Musical  Union  Ladies'  Night,  held 
at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  the  recital  given 
by  pupils  of  the  Lvttleton  Academy  of  Music, 
and  the  social  of  The  Railway  Recreation 
Club,  Stonebridge  Park. 

A  new  and  successful  Christmas  appeal  v/as 
that  made  by  a  quartette  of  blind  artistes, 
dressed  in  costumes  of  the  Dickens'  period, 
singing  carols  in  various  restaurants,  on 
behalf  of  the  Fund.  They  were  accompanied 
by  ladies,  also  in  costume,  who  made  the 
collection,  which  amounted  in  all  to  £133  9  2. 
Romano's  Restaurant,  The  London  Cabaret, 
Moody's  and  Blanchard's  Clubs,  the  Hyde 
Park  and  De  Vere  Hotels,  and  the  Kensington 
Cinema  were  all  visited  by  kind  permission 
of  the  managements,  and  everywhere  the 
artistes  received  a  warm  welcome  and  paid  a 
return  visit  in  more  than  one  instance. 


THE  NEW  YEAR 

The  night  is  passing,  and  the  Dawn 
Breads  o'er  the  hills,  now  faint,  now  clear, 

The  herald  of  the  coming  morn 
That  ushers  in  another  year. 

It  softly  breaks  o'er  summer  seas, 
On  mountain  heights  and  coral  isle, 

Across  the  tops  of  forest  trees, 
Upon  the  temples  of  old  Nile. 

The  glad  Neiv  Year  has  come  at  last, 
With  many  blessings  in  its  train ; 

Although  it  holds  the  stormy  blast, 
It  yet  will  give  the  golden  grain. 

The  sweet  Neiv  Year,  with  all  it  yields, 
Comes  like  a  child  ivith  laughing  eyes, 

Fresh  from  the  Elysian  fields, 

And  greets  us  with  a  glad  surprise. 

We  enter  with  some  high  resolve, 
Grand  in  its  forming  as  the  wave  ; 

But  soon  in  spray  it  may  dissolve, 

Unless  ive  prove  both  strong  and  brave. 

Welcome,  Neiv  Year,  benign  and  kind, 
We  ask_  n°t  an  increase  of  Wealth, 

But,  of  thy  bounty,  leave  behind, 

Uove,  Joy,  and  Hope,  and  Peace,  and  Health. 

W.  H.  F. 


Knowledge,  as  all  followers  of  it  must  know, 
has  a  very  limited  power  indeed  when  it 
informs  the  head  alone. — Charles  Dickens. 
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CHRISTMAS    AT    THE    SUNSHINE    HOMES 


T  the  National  Institute's  three 
Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind  Babies, 
Christmas  proved  a  wholly  delight- 
ful event.  The  matrons  at  these 
Homes  have  written  as  follows  to 
tell  us  how  greatly  the  babies  en- 
joyed the  Festival : — 

At  Chorley  Wood  they  were  very 
excited,  sleepy  little  children  who 
went  to  bed  early  on  Christmas 
Eve;  for  was  not  Father  Christmas 
going  to  pay  them  a  visit  in  the  night?  And 
it  has  been  proved  that  if  one  goes  to  sleep 
quickly  on  Christmas  Eve,  Christmas  morning 
with  all  its  attendant  thrills  comes  much  sooner. 
Very,  very  early  the  next  morning  excited 
whispers  from  the  Kindergarten  nurserv  grew 
gradually  louder,  until  at  last,  curiosity  getting 
•the  better  of  them,  certain  bold  spirits  threw 
discretion  to  the  winds,  and  there  was  a  loud 
chorus  of  "  Has  Father  Christmas  been, 
Nurse  ?  "  Luckily  the  old  gentleman  had 
paid  his  visit  much  earlier  ;  as,  being  a  very  shy 
person,  one  shudders  to  think  of  the  con- 
sequences of  his  alighting  into  a  nursery  of 
wide-awake  children. 

Amid  exclamations  of  delight,  the  stockings 
were  unpacked ;  but  when  the  bigger  presents 
which  couldn't  go  in  stockings  were  examined, 
and  it  was  found  that  certain  much-coveted 
toys  were  included  in  the  collection,  it  was  too 
much,  and  an  atmosphere  of  ecstatic  bliss 
brooded  over  the  nurseries,  punctuated  at 
intervals  by  wondering  questions  and  remarks. 
Dressing  that  morning  was  accomplished  in 
record  speed,  and  by  breakfast  time  not  a  few 
anxious  little  mothers  had  brought  their 
mutilated  babies  to  Nurse  to  have  arms,  legs 
and  even  heads  sewn  on,  and  aspiring  horse- 
men had  proved  her  skill  in  tightening  legs 
and  wheels,  etc. 

Breakfast  over,  the  business  of  the  day 
began,  and  the  playroom  soon  began  to  bear 
a  striking  resemblance  to  "  Paddy's  Market," 
while  the  chattering  of  shrill,  happy  voices  and 
the  almost  incessant  bang  of  crackers  was  quite 
deafening.  Then  came  dinner  (a  most  exciting 
event)  and  a  rest  while  the  nurses  had  their 
mid-day  meal. 

The  afternoon  was  a  thrilling  repetition  of 
the  morning,  and  they  were  very  tired  children 
indeed  who  went  up  to  bed  at  5.30  p.m.  in  order 
that  Matron  and  the  nurses  might  change  for 
early  supper  after  a  very  strenuous  day. 


On  Boxing  Day  some  of  the  children's 
parents  visited  them.  Much  to  their  delight  the 
Christmas  tree  was  unburdened  of  its  presents 
during  their  visit,  and  manv  were  the  admiring 
comments  on  the  really  pretty  decorations. 

To  the  babies,  Boxing  Day  proved  as 
thrilling,  if  not  more  so,  than  Christmas  Day ; 
and  the  Christmas  tree,  an  excellent  grand 
finale  to  a  jolly  Christmas  will  be  long  remem- 
bered by  the  babies  and  the  staff. 
*  *  * 

THE  first  Christmas  in  the  new  Home  at 
Leamington  was  a  very  happy  day,  one 
to  look  back  on  with  much  pleasure  and  joy. 

It  commenced  at  bedtime  on  Christmas  Eve, 
when  the  babies  hung  out  their  tiny  stockings, 
with  much  excitement  and  many  scramblings 
down  again  to  the  bottom  of  their  cots  just 
to  make  sure  the  stockings  were  still  there. 

The  excitement  was  greater  still  when  the 
first  baby  wakened  on  Christmas  morning. 
Very  soon  the  whole  family  were  busy  with  their 
stockings,  and  their  delight  when  it  was  found 
that  Santa  Claus  had  come  at  last  and  brought 
them  the  toys  they  really  wanted,  was  indeed 
good  to  see.  Trumpets,  squeaky  toys,  dolls  and 
engines  were  all  there,  even  the  piano  Frankie 
had  longed  for  for  such  a  long  time.  He 
at  once  sat  down,  began  to  sing  to  his  own 
tune  and  soon  attracted  an  admiring  and  very 
envious  crowd  of  babies,  who  all  wanted  to 
"see"  the  wonderful  toy.  Besides  the  toys, 
each  baby  had  a  small  box  with  biscuits, 
toffees  and  chocolates,  sent  by  a  friend  at 
Hornsey. 

Dressing  was  decidedly  a  nuisance  (accor- 
ding to  the  babies'  ideas),  for  it  meant  one 
must  lay  down  one's  toys  for  a  moment,  just 
to  put  one's  arms  into  clothes ;  but  after  a 
while,  this  was  accomplished,  and  then  came 
breakfast.  Even  this  meal  was  not  so 
interesting  as  usual  ;  there  was  far  too  much 
to  talk  about  to  settle  down  to  eating  ! 

After  breakfast  came  games  and  a  double 
allowance  of  the  usual  sweets,  just  because  it 
was  Christmas  Day. 

Dinner-time  seemed  to  come  round  very 
quickly,  and  all  the  babies  enjoyed  it  thorough- 
ly ;  the  older  ones  had  a  special  Christmas 
pudding  all  to  themselves. 

After  dinner  came  the  mid-day  rest;  then 
the  Christmas  tree  (which  was  given  and 
entirely  decorated  by  Leamington  friends), 
also  crackers  and  some  fruit.     The  crackers 
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were  a  great  joy,  and  soon  every  baby  was  the 
proud  possessor  of  a  paper  cap,  and  each  little 
pocket  was  filled  with  precious  "  letters  " 
consisting  of  scraps  of  cracker  papers. 

After  a  few  more  games  it  was  time  for  tea, 
with  an  extra  special  cake,  which  was  much 
appreciated. 

Then  came  quite  the  most  exciting  moment 
of  the  day.  After  tea,  according  to  promise, 
Father  Christmas  (one  of  the  local  clergy) 
appeared,  and  produced  a  toy  for  each  of  the 
babies.  It  was  just  too  wonderful!  They 
crowded  round  him,  asking  dozens  of 
questions,  and  their  little  faces  were  beaming 
with  happiness. 

Soon  afterwards,  a  family  of  tired  but  very 
happy  babies  wended  its  way  up  the  stairs  to 
bed,  clasping  various  toys  ;  Freddie  (age  4)  was 
not  too  tired  to 
ask,  as   he   was 
being  tucked  up, 
"  If  I  go  to  sleep 
very  quickly  will 
Father      Christ- 
mas come  again 
to  -  night       and 
bring  me  a  piano 
like  Frankie's  ?  " 

*        *        * 

AT  Sunshine 
i\  House, 
Southport,  the 
first  touch  of 
Christmas  began 
some  weeks  be- 
fore Christmas 
Day,  when  the 
babies  all  filed 
out  to  the 
kitchen    to    stir 


Christmas  at   Sunshine  House,   Southport. 


the      puddings. 

They  looked  so  tiny  beside  the  big  pan  which 
was  placed  on  the  floor  for  their  benefit ;  some 
of  them  remembered  from  last  year  what  the 
Christmas  puddings  contained,  and  most  of 
them  wanted  "  just  a  little  bit  to  taste." 

Great  excitement  prevailed  from  that  day 
onward.  Secrets  were  whispered,  messages 
sent  to  Father  Christmas,  and  as  the  great  day 
drew  near  and  parcels  arrived,  their  joy  knew 
no  end.  Carols  could  be  heard  daily  issuing 
from  the  schoolroom ;  they  marched  to  carols, 
climbed  the  stairs,  and  when  in  their  little  cots 
"  The  First  Noel  "  was  heard  long  after  lights 
were  out,  until  gradually  they  passed  into 
fairyland  asleep. 


On  Tuesday  the  "  secret  "  was  revealed  and 
the  babies  gave  a  delightful  little  concert  in 
the  playroom.  The  sweetest  little  fairies 
appeared,  dressed  in  white  with  silver  and 
golden  tinsel  decorations.  After  the  concert 
came  their  "  breaking  up  "  tea,  which  was 
much  enjoyed. 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress 
visited  the  Home  and  expressed  great  pleasure 
and  delight  at  everything  thev  saw.  The 
children  assembled  in  the  playroom  to  welcome 
them,  and  sang  carols.  Later,  tea  was  served  in 
the  lounge.  At  bedtime  each  little  sock  was 
hung  up  with  great  expectations,  and  very  soon 
all  were  asleep — except  two :  Noel,  aged  five 
on  Christmas  Day,  and  Eleanor.  We  won- 
dered, if  Santa  Claus  really  appeared  to  them, 
how  they  would  receive  him ;    so  I  donned  a 

red  gown  and  a 
paper  mask, 
with  beard,  etc., 
and,  disguising 
my  voice,  I 
walked  into  the 
nurseries  hold- 
ing an  electric 
torch.  Noel  was 
thrilled:  "Have 
you  come?"  he 
said,  and  told 
me  what  he 
wanted,  and 
with  that,  quite 
satisfied,  he 
went  to  sleep. 
Eleanor,  who 
has  recovered  a 
good  deal  of 
her  sight,  was 
also  delighted, 
and  rattled  off 
a  list  of  things  that  she  and  everyone  wanted. 
The  faith  of  these  little  ones  is  beautiful,  and 
touching  also.    No  one  was  disappointed. 

The  news  spread  on  Christmas  morning  that 
Santa  Claus  really  had  been  seen.  Then  came 
the  joy  of  opening  stockings,  which  contained 
toys,  sweets  and  a  biscuit,  and  big  requests 
which,  too  large  for  the  stockings,  were  left 
at  the  foot  of  each  cot. 

The  morning  was  spent  in  games  and 
playing  with  their  toys.  Dinner  time 
brought  more  excitement — chicken,  vege- 
tables and  their  own  special  plum  pudding, 
sponge  with  cherries  and  custard  poured 
around,  and  holly  on  top.    The  whole  house 
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resounded    with    their    happy    little    voices  ; 
cheers  were  given  for  everybody. 

During  the  afternoon  they  received  gifts 
from  the  tree.  Then  more  carols,  and  after- 
wards tea,  consisting  of  plain  iced  cake, 
jellies  and  an  abundance  of  crackers.  These 
always  give  great  joy,  and  wearing  the  caps 
thev  marched  out  to  the  tune  of  the  "  Toy 
Drum  Major."  Extra  chocolates  were  given 
after  tea,  and  after  more  games  they  climbed 


the  wooden  hill  to  slumberland,  tired,  but 
very  happy.  Throughout  all  their  joys  they 
remembered  everybody,  even  to  "  Peter,"  their 
loved  little  kitten,  who  had  a  special  dinner  and 
tea.  They  never  tire  of  listening  to  the  story  of 
the  Baby  whose  Birthday  they  celebrate  on 
Christmas  Day,  and  almost  the  closing  carol 
was  "  Away  in  a  Manger,  no  crib  for  a  bed." 
So  ended  another  Christmas  Day,  full  of 
love  and  laughter,  the  memory  of  which  will 
remain  long  in  their  little  minds. 
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Beazeley,  C.  R.  Mediaeval  History,  Handbook  of  4 
Burch,  S.  Ancient  Egypt  (from  the  "  Monuments  ")  3 
Camb.    Mediaeval    History,    Vol.   3   (Germany   and 

Western  Empire)      .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  14 

Summary,   Based    on    Lodge  :     Notes    on    Modern 

European  History  (Grade  3.  small  character)     .  .  3 

Coulton,  G.  G.  From  St.  Francis  to  Dante  .  .  10 
Coulton,   G.   G.     Social   Life   in   Britain,   from   the 

Conquest  to  the  Reformation         .  .          .  .  11 

Crawford,  F.  Marion.    Rulers  of  the  South              .  .  9 

Creighton,  M.      Simon  de  Montfort  .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Davis,  H.  W.  C.     England  under  the  Normans  and 

Angevins        .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  12 

Dill,    S.      Roman    Society   from    Nero    to    Marcus 

Aurelius         .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  •  14 

Edwardes,  W.     Notes  on  British  History   .  .          .  .  5 

Emerton,  E.     Beginnings  of  Modern  Europe          .  .  10 

Emerton,  E.     Introduction  to  Middle  Ages            .  .  4 

Emerton,  E.     Mediaeval  Europe       .  .          .  .          .  .  9 

Fisher,  H.  A.  L.     Republican  Tradition  in  Europe  4 

Flemming.     England  under  the  Lancastrians        .  .  5 

Giles,  H.  A.     China  and  the  Manchus          .  .          .  .  2 

Giles,  H.  A.     Civilisation  of  China   .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

Gooch,  G.  P.     History  of  Our  Time             .  .  2 

Grant,  A.  J.     French  Monarchy       .  .          .  .  10 

Harrison,  F.     Oliver  Cromwell          .  .          .  .          .  .  4 

Hayes,  C.  J.  H.     History  of  Modern  Europe          .  .  9 

Hazen,  C.  D.  Europe  since  1815  .  .  .  •  12 
Hearnshaw,  F.  J.  C.     Main  Currents  of  European 

History           4 

Innes,  A.  D.     Outlines  of  British  History  .  .          .  •  7 

Innes,  A.  D.  England  under  the  Tudors  .  .  .  .  8 
Jameson.  E.  M.,  and  others.     Italy,  Mediaeval  and 

Modern          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  8 

Lecky,  W.  E.  H.    Rise  of  Rationalism  in  Europe  .  .  14 

Lindsay,  T.  M.     The  Reformation    .  .          .  .          .  •  5 

Lodge,  R.     Close  of  the  Middle  Ages           .  .          .  .  10 

Lodge,  R.     Richelieu              .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

Longford,  J.  R.  Evolution  of  the  New  Japan  .  .  2 
Macalister,    R.   A.    S.      History   of   Civilisation   in 

Palestine        .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  2 


38  Mawer,  A.     The  Vikings         2 

39  Maitland,  F.  W.     Domesday  Book  and  Beyond    .  .  12 

40  Morris,  H.  E.     Modern  Europe         4 

41  Muir,  Ramsay.     Making  of  British  India    .  .          .  .  9 

42  Myers,  R.  V.     Mediaeval  and  Modern  History  (I  : 

The  Middle  Ages) 8 

43  Myers,  R.  V.     Mediaeval  and  Modern  History  (II  : 

The  Modern  Age) 8 

44  Myres,  J.  L.     Dawn  of  History         3 

45  Oman,  C.     The  Dark  Ages 9 

46  Orton,  C.  W.  P.     Outlines  of  Mediaeval  History    .  .  9 

47  Paul,  H.     Queen  Anne            3 

48  Pollard,  A.  F.     Henry  VIII 8 

49  Pollard.    A.    F.      History    of    England    (Political 

Evolution)     .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          . .          .  .  2 

50  Prothero,  G.  W.     Notes  on  Statutes  and  Constitu- 

tional Documents  (Grade  3,  small  character)      .  .  1 

51  Langmead,    S.      Notes    on    English    Constitutional 

History  (Grade  3,  small  character)            .  .          .  .  2 

52  Robertson,  C.  Grant.    England  under  the  Hanover- 

ians    .  .          . .          .  .          . .          . .          .  .  11 

53  Robertson,  C.  Grant.    England  under  the  Hanover- 

ians (Precis)                .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

54  Robertson,  C.  Grant.     Bismarck       .  .        .  .          .  .  10 

55  Robertson,  C.  G.,  and  Marryat,  J.  A.  H.    Evolution 

of  Prussia      .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  7 

56  Robertson,  J.  M.     History  of  Morals           .  .          . .  10 

57  Robinson,  J.  H.     Readings  in  European  History  11 

58  Smith,  G.     Assyria  (from  the  "  Monuments  ")      .  .  3 

59  Spence,  L.     Civilisation  in  Mexico    .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

60  Stone,  T.  G.     England  under  the  Restoration        .  .  4 

61  Stowe.     Survey  of  London    .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  9 

62  Thatcher,  O.  J.,  and  Schwill.  F.     General  History 

of  Europe      .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  11 

63  Thornlev.  I.  D.     England  under  the  Yorkists        .  .  5' 

64  Tout,  t'  F.     Edward  I          3 

65  Townshend  and  Warner.    Notes  on  English  Econ- 

omic History  (Grade  3,  small  character)              . .  1 

66  Trevelyan,  G.  M.     England  under  the  Stuarts       .  .  11 

67  Trevelyan,   G.   M.      British   History  in   the   Nine- 

teenth Century          .  .           . .           . .           . .  10 

68  Various.     Political  History  of  England  (Precis)     .  .  26^ 

69  Warner,  G.  T.,  and  Marten,  C.  H.  K.    Groundwork 

of  British  History,  Part  I 6 

69a  Warner,  G.  T.,  and  Marten,  C.  H.  K.    Groundwork 

of  British  History,  Part  II             8 

70  Webster,  N.  H.     French  Revolution            . .          .  .  13 

71  Wells,  J.     Short  History  of  Rome 7 
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THE    BEACON 


LATER  ADDITIONS 

Mallett,  C.  E.     French  Revolution 4 

Meredith,  H.  O.     Economic  History  of  England   .  .  6 
Jackson,  F.  G.  F.    Social  Life  in  England,  1750-1850  2 
Hazen,  C.  D.     Fifty  Years  of  Europe          .  .          .  .  5 
Masterman,  J.  H.  B.     History  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution        .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  4 

Traill,  H.  D.     Lord  Strafford            3 

Phillips,  W.  A.     Confederation  of  Europe  .  .          .  .  4 

Creighton,  M.     Age  of  Elizabeth 3 

Clarke,  H.  B.     Modern  Spain            7 


THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  December  they  were  notified  of 
35  new  cases.  Gifts  to  the  value  of  £ 5 6  16  8 
were  provided.  The  amount  expended  in 
training  fees  was  £15,  and  in  relief, 
£391    12  2. 


SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
MARCH,  1926 

THE  next  Examination  for  Gardner  Trust 
Scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  £40, 
tenable  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19,  will  be  held 
on  the  6th  and  8th  March.  Candidates  must 
have  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  on  or  before 
the  d?te  of  the  Examination;  must  have 
resided  in  England  or  Wales  for  the  last  five 
years,  and  be  intending  to  remain  resident. 
Application  should  be  made  to  the  Principal 
on  or  before  Monday,  the  15th  February,  and 
the  Forms,  properly  filled  in  and  completed, 
returned  to  the  College  before  the  22nd 
February,  or  the  Candidate's  name  will  not 
be  placed  on  the  list. 


NATIONAL   LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND-NEW  ADDITIONS 


FICTION. 

Aumonier,  Stacy.     Overheard 

Bell,  J.  J.     Some  Plain — Some  Coloured 

Braddon,  M.  E.     Doctor's  Wife 

Bridges.  V.     Lady  from  Long  Acre 

Buck,  C.  N.     Call  of  the  Cumberlands     .  . 

Clifford,  Mrs.  W.  K.     Getting  Well  of  Dorothy 

Delafield,  E.  M.     Humbug 

Douglas,  O.     Pink  Sugar 

Fletcher,  J.  S.     Markenmore  Mystery     .  . 

Galsworthy,  J.     Fraternity 

Haggard,  Sir  H.  R.     Queen  of  the  Dawn 

Harker,  L.  Allen.     Vagaries  of  Tod  and  Peter 

Hay,  Ian.     Shallow  End 

Herbert,  A.  P.     Old  Flame 

Herbert,  A.  P.     House  by  the  River 

Irwin,  M.  E.  F.     Out  of  the  House 

Jacobs,  W.  W.     Salthaven 

Le  Queux,  W.     Young  Archduchess 

Locke,  W.  J.     Coming  of  Amos 

Macaulay,  Rose.     Told  by  an  Idiot 

Macdonald,  G.    Stephen  Archer,  and  other  Stories 

Oxenham.  J.     Profit  and  Loss 

Phillpotts,  Eden.     Voice  from  the  Dark.  . 

Quiller-Couch,  Sir  A.  T.     Nicky  Nan — Reservist 

Saunders,  M.  Baillie.     Scarlet  Sails 

Sidgwick,  Mrs.  A.     None-go-by 

Stratton-Porter,  G.     Harvester 

Webster,  J.     Wheat  Princess 

Woods,  Margaret  L.     King's  Revoke 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

5  vols.  Allen.  P.     Berry  :  the  Heart  of  France  . .'         . .      4  vols. 

4  vols.  Carroll,  Lewis.     Phantasmagoria,  and  other  Poems  1  vol. 
9  vols.  Donoghue,  S.     Just  my  Story       .  .          .  .          .  .      4  vols. 

6  vols.  Eucharistic  Life  (Addresses,  1916)            . .          . .      1  vol. 

5  vols.  Firth,  C.     Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  Rule  of  the 

2  vols.  Puritans  in  England  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial 

5  vols.  Fund ")      .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .      6  vols. 

5  vols.  Gibson,  C.  R.     Electricity  as  a  Messenger          . .      1  vol. 

4  vols.  Hamblin,  H.  T.     Right  Thinking             .  .          . .      1  vol. 

5  vols.  Lewis,  Georgina  King.     Elizabeth  Fry    .  .          . .      2  vols. 

5  vols.  Mackay,  H.  F.  B.    Message  of  Francis  of  Assisi  . .      1  vol. 
4  vols.  Micklem,  N.     The  Galilean  Permanent  Element 

3  vols.  in  Religion            .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .      3  vols. 

2  vols.  Nature  of  God  and  His  Purpose  for  the  World 

4  vols.  (C.O.P.E.C.  Report,  Birmingham,  1924)          .  .      3  vols. 

4  vols.  Ormsby,  I.     Whatsoever  Things  are  Lovely      .  .      1  vol. 

3  vols.  Papini,  G.  (trans.  M.  P.  Agnetti).    Story  of  Christ     8  vols. 

4  vols.  Power,    Eileen.       Mediaeval    People    ("  E.    W. 

6  vols.  Austin  Memorial  Fund ")           .  .          .  .          .  .      4  vols. 

5  vols.  Quiller-Couch,   Sir  A.  T.     Charles  Dickens  and 
1  vol.  other   Victorians    ("  E.    W.   Austin    Memorial 

5  vols.  Fund  ")     .  .          .  .          .  .          .  •          •  •          . .      4  vols. 

4  vols.  Squire,  J.  C.  (Compiler).     Modern  Poets  (Second 

4  vols.  Selection)  .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          . .          . .      3  vols. 

4  vols.  Weigall,  A.     Life  and  Times  of  Cleopatra           . .      6  vols. 

4  vols.  FOREIGN. 

7  vols.  Fabulas  de  Esope.     Ed.  R.  de  S.  N.  Araluce     .  .      1  vol. 

5  vols.  MOON. 

5  vols.  Jowett,  J.  H.     Spiritual  Uplands             .  .          .  .      4  vols. 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS  (NATIONAL  INSTITUTE)—  Continued. 

MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British 
Colonies  and  Dependencies. 
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Contents  of  the  January    Numbers 
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Progress. — The  House  of  Commons  Post  Office — The 
Romance  of  Vulcanised  Rubber — St.  Aidan  (Poem) — 
Fifty  Years  with  the  National  Institute  for-  the  Blind — 
National  Library  for  the  Blind — Correspondence — Our 
Prize  Competition — Matters  of  the  Moment — Advertise- 
ments— Life  in  a  Submarine — Catching  a  Shark — Is  4,  5  ? 
Breaking  Railway  Records — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The 
Question  Box — French  Page — The  Rewards  of  Courage — 
One-Word  Sermon.  Insets  :  Progress  Chess  Supplement ; 
Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  :  Knitting  Patterns  : 
Lady's  Gloves,  Boy's  Jersey  ;  Calendar  for  1926.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Good  KingWenceslaus — Gobin- 
eau  and  the  Nordic  Races — Inbye — Woman — National 
Library  for  the  Blind — Early  Adventures  of  W.  H. 
Davies — The  Happy  Ghosts  (Poem) — Some  Unpublished 
Letters  of  General  Gordon  (continued) — Origin  of  Chinese 
Music.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — The  late  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby, 
Secretary-General  of  the  N.I.B. — Notes  and  News  Con- 
cerning the  Blind — Sir  A.  H.  Brewer.  Mus.  Doc. — How  to 
Teach  the  Wrist-Action  in  Violin  Bowing — A  Chapel 
Royal  Choir  Boy.  Supplement  :  Braille  Music  Reviews. 
Insets  :  Piano  :  "  Shulbrede  Tune  No.  6.  by  Parry  ; 
Song  :  "  Hushing  Song,"  by  W.  M.  Rummell.  (Subscrip- 
tion :   Inland  and  abroad,  12s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — The  Day  of  Waterloo 
— The  Story  of  our  great  Steamship  Lines  ;  No.  2  :  The" 
White  Star  and  its  Allies — Some  Talks  on  Music  (concluded) 
— Told  in  Playtime — Prize  Competitions — Two  Friends — 
The  Oxen  (Poem) — Mystery  of  Winter  Sleep.  (Subscrip- 
tion :    Inland  and  abroad,  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Massage  Journal. — Injuries  nf  the  Knee  Joint 
— Obituary  :  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby — News  in  the  Massage 
World.  Inset :  The  Treatment  of  Upper  Limb  Fractures — 
Announcement  :  The  Founder's  Lecture,  entitled  "  Our 
Mechanical  Relationship  to  our  Surroundings."  (6d.  per 
copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
A  Fragment — Meteors — The  Poet's  Corner — International 
Notes — Correspondence — Advertisements  and  General 
Notices — Book  Review  :  "  My  Life  and  Work  "  (con- 
tinued)— Stageland — Favourite  Quotations — A  Brief  Note 
on  Moorfields  Hospital.  Literary  Supplement  :  An  Alien 
Prime  Minister  ?  by  Lord  Riddell  ;  Biographical  Notes. 
Music  Supplement  :  The  Story  of  a  Great  Hymn,  by 
Leonard  Crocombe  ;  Song  :  "  The  Hills  of  Donegal,"  by 
Sanderson.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 


Braille     Mail.     Issued    every     Friday     in  interpointed 

Braille.     It  is  a  weekly   newspaper   giving  the  news   of 

the   world     and     keeping      the      blind      in  touch    with 

affairs  in  general.      (Subscription  :    6s.    6d.  per   annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in 
Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription :  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — Tinsel  Laces — Augmentation 
of  Income  of  the  Unemployable  Blind  and  of  the  Wages 
of  Blind  Homeworkers — Salt  for  Wages — The  Faery  Music. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 


WANTED  a  Female  Technical  Instructor  (sighted), 
non-resident,  commencing  salary  (156  per  annum. 
Apply,  The  Superintendent,  Norwich  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  Magdalen  Street. 


Blind  Man,  aged  30,  ex-civil  engineer,  and  sighted 
wife,  M.A.,  Aberdeen,  seek  position  in  the  blind  world. 
Preparing  to  take  Home  Teacher's  Certificate  at  next 
examination.  Replies  to  G.  Jackson,  7  Peel  Street, 
Sunderland,   Co.   Durham. 


Would  any  reader  care  to  exchange  the  Beacon  for 
Progress  each  month  ?  Maurice  J.  Gowen,  79  War- 
minster Road,  Westbury,  Wilts. 


THE  BEACON-  Advertisement. 


Games  and  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 

obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


GAMES    FOR    THE    BLIND.— Draughts,    Russian    Fives,    Chess,    Chess  and  Draughts   Outfit,    Cheery 
Families,  Bridge  and  Whist  Cards,  Patience  Cards. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND.— 1  Correspondence  Tablets ;  2  Brailletle  Board ;  3  Pocket  Postcard 
Writing  Frame ;  4  Two-lined  Pocket  Guide  for  Giant  Dots  ;  5  Four-lined  Pocket  Frame ;  6  Two-lined 
interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel;     10  Braille   Watch; 

1 1   Compasses. 


Personalities  in  the  World  of  the 
Blind — Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson, 
F.C.T.B 

Henry  Stainsby  Memorial  Fund  for 
the  Blind      

The  Welfare  of  the  Blind— Some  Brief 
Remarks  on  the  Voluntary  System 

Blind  Musician  Opens  B.B.C.   Station 

Pearson's  Fresh  Air  Fund 


Wireless  for  the  Blind  ... 

Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind. 

A  Carol  Competition     ... 

Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind 

Models  for  the  Blind     ... 

A  Story  from  Japan 
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and  "  Lead  me,  Lord,  in  Thy  righteousness  "  (Anthems),  by  Wesley  (Yertica 


MUSIC 

The  prices  of  the  following  pieces  of  music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind 
resident  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church —  s.    d. 

6976  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,' 

score) 

6977  "  How  lovely  are  the  messengers  "  (Chorus  from  "  St.  Paul  "),  by  Mendelssohn  (Vertical  score) 
Organ — 

6978  "  Sonata,"  No.  3,  in  D  minor,  Vol.  1,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar)  

6979  "  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  A,"  Vol.  2,  No.  3,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar)  

6980  "  Choral-Prelude  "  on  the  Tune  "  St.  Peter,"  Op.  20,  No.  1,  by  Harold  E.  Darke  (Bar  by  bar) 

6981  "  Prelude  and  Fugue,"  No.  3,  in  D  minor,  Op.  37,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6982  "Fantasia  in  F  minor,"  by  Mozart  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6983  Prelude  on  "  Newtoun  Tune,"  by  Charles  Wood  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6984  Choral-Preludes  on  "  Dundee  "  and  "  Rockingham,"  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

6985  Barcarole  in  F  sharp,  Op.  60,  by  Chopin  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6986  Nocturne,  No.  5,  in  B  flat,  by  Field  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6987  Six  little  Pastorals,  by  Cliffe  Forrester  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6988  12  Etudes  de  Salon,  Op.  5,  Book  1,  by  Henselt  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6989  •"  When-the  Children-  Play  "  (Six  Easy  Pieces  without  octaves),  by  Markham  Lee  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6990  Nocturne,  No.  2,  in  D  flat,  by  J.  Leybach  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6991  "  Bird  Song,"  by  Palmgren  (Vertical  score),  pocket  size 
Dance — 

6992  "  San  Francisco,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Carlton  and  H.  Condor  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6993  "  Julian,"  Tango  Milonga,  by  Donato  (arr.  by  Yaraldi)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

6994  "  Ukulele  Lady,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  R.  A.  Whiting  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  . 
Songs — 

6995  "  Go  not,  happy  day,"  by  Frank  Bridge  (G  :  Compass  B  flat  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6996  "  Will-o'-the-Wisp,"  by  J.  W.  Cherry  (E  :  Compass  B  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6997  "  O  Vision  Entrancing,"  by  Goring-Thomas  (E  flat  :  Compass  C  to  F'  sharp),  pocket  size 

6998  "  You  Don't  believe  in  Fairies  ?  "  by  Melville  Hope  (C  :    Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

6999  "  One  Fine  Day  "  (from  "  Madam  Butter  fL  "),  by  G.  Puccini  (F  :  Compass  C  to  A') 

7000  "  Heffle  Cuckoo  Fair,"  by  Martin  Shaw  (A  ■  Compass  E  to  E') 

7001  "  Softly  Sighs  the  Voice  of  Evening  "  from  ("  Der  Freischiitz  "),  by  Weber  (E  :  Compass  B  to  B')  .  , 

7002  "  Phillis  has  such  Charming  Graces,"  by  H.  Lane  Wilson  (G  minor  :  C  sharp  to  E'),  pocket  size 
Four-Part  Song — 

7003  "  You  Stole  my  Love  "  (S.A.T.B.),  by  Macfarren  (Open  and  Vertical  scores)     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  to  a  reduction  of  one-half  for  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies. 

Fiction — 
6710-6712     "  Eugenie  Giandet,"  by  Balzac,  3  vols,  per  vol.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..6     2 

MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters  for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  one-half  for  the  blind  resident  in  the  British 
Colonies  and  Dependencies. 


.     2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

5 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     3  11 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

.     2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

0 

.     2 

1 

2 

0 

2322     "  St.  John,"  Giant  type,  chapter  17    .  . 
2323-2343     Selected  Hymns  in  loose  sheets,  per  hymn 

2344  "  Mr.  Pickwick  on  the  Ice,"  Giant  type 

2345  "' Mark  Antony's  Oration,"  Giant  type 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN     THE     WORLD     OF     THE     BLIND 

Mr.    HENRY    J.    WILSON,    F.C.T.B. 


H~  LR  series  of  "  Personalities  "  would 
be  incomplete  without  a  record  of 
the  life  and  work  of  one  who  has 
given  many  years'  distinguished 
service  in  the  cause  of  the  sightless. 
Although  he  has  of  late  retired 
from  active  participation  in  many 
of  his  former  indertakings,  Mr. 
Henry  J.  Wilson,  F.C.T.B.,  con- 
tinues to  take  the  liveliest  interest 
in  all  that  concerns  the  well-being 
of  the  blind  community.  His  connection  with 
the  work  dates  from  the  year  1882,  although 
we  must  surmise  that  his  interest  in  the  blind 
had  been  aroused  some  years  previously  when 
he  lost  the  sight  of  his  right  eve. 

Born  at  Lydstep,  near  Tenby  (now  the  seat 
of  Lord  and  Lady  St.  David's)  on  March  1st, 
1844,  Henry  )osiah  Wilson  is  the  third  son  of 
the  late  Edward  Wilson,  of  Hean  Castle, 
Pembrokeshire,  and  brother  of  the  late  Sir 
Charles  William  Wilson,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S., 
whose  interesting  life  has  been  written  by 
Colonel  Sir  Charles  M.  Watson  and  published 
by  Messrs.  John  Murray. 

Henry  was  educated  at  Cheltenham  College, 
where  he  acquitted  himself  admirably,  special- 
ising in  Classics.  He  loved  an  open-air  life, 
and  his  school  holidays,  spent  for  the  most  part 
in  fishing  and  shooting  on  his  father's  country 
estate,  constituted  a  forerunner  to  that  wider 
life  of  the  open  which  he  was  soon  to  lead. 
A   severe  attack   of  scarlet  fever,   contracted 


when  he  was  23  years  of  age,  affected  his  health 
so  greatly  that  his  doctors  advised  him  to 
winter  abroad.  Accordingly  he  set  sail  for 
Argentina,  where  he  remained  for  fourteen 
years,  leading  a  life  of  adventure  and  romance. 
The  occupation  of  cattle  and  sheep  farming 
may  in  itself  appear  to  be  sufficientlv  peaceful, 
but  it  was  enlivened  by  frequent  raids  from 
the  adjacent  frontier,  where  a  tribe  of  dis- 
contented Indians  were  settled.  In  resisting 
the  attacks  of  this  tribe,  and  adapting  himself 
generally  to  the  new  conditions  of  life,  he  soon 
regained  both  health  and  vigour.  The  life  he 
led  was  conducive  to  the  building-up  of  a 
virile  frame,  for  it  was  in  very  truth  "  a  man's 
life."  Mr.  W.  H.  Illingworth,  in  his  book  : 
"  History  of  the  Education  of  the  Blind,"  re- 
lates of  Henry  Wilson  that  "  he  thought  there 
was  nothing  more  exciting  than  having  at  the 
end  of  his  lasso,  buttoned  on  to  his  saddle,  a  wild 
bull  plunging  about  and  bellowing,  and  often 
suddenly  charging  him  on  his  horse."  It  was 
whilst  he  was  engaged  in  lassoing  wild  horses 
in  1 87 1,  that  the  lasso  which  he  was  manipu- 
lating broke,  and  recoiled  with  such  force  into 
his  face  that  his  right  eye  was  severely  and 
permanently  injured.  For  over  200  miles  he 
rode  across  the  sun-swept  prairie  to  seek 
medical  assistance,  but  the  eve  could  not  be 
saved. 

Two  years  later  he  visited  England,  and  in 
1880  he  returned  home  permanently.  Shortly 
after    his    return    he    married    Edith    Nairne, 
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daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Du  Pre  Addison, 
for  many  years  Vicar  of  Weymouth.  He  had 
now  to  find  a  post  which  should  enable  him 
to  remain  in  the  home  country. 

At  this  time  a  legacy  of  £300,000,  bequeathed 
by  Mr.  Henry  Gardner,  had  created  the  now 
well-known  "  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  " 
— a  fund  which  has  enabled  many  sightless 
persons  to  exercise  their  talents  in  music  and 
other  professions,  trades  and  handicrafts. 
Having  seen  an  advertisement  for  the  post  of 
secretary  to  the  Trust,  Mr.  Wilson  sent  in  an 
application,  and  he  and  four  others  out  of 
nearly  400  applicants  were  selected  to  inter- 
view the  Committee  on  February  18th,  1882. 
He  was  appointed  first  secretary  on  February 
21st,  and  three  days  later  he  assumed  his  new 
duties.  The  initiatory  work  included  the 
examination  of  some  1,500  letters  from  blind 
persons  seeking  assistance,  and  also  the 
organisation  of  the  work  under  the  deed  of 
trust.  At  first,  assistance  was  given  to  sight- 
less without  regard  to  age,  but  subsequent  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1893,  only  those 
above  the  age  of  16  were  eligible.  There  is 
abundant  evidence  to  prove  that  the  fund  has 
been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  blind  persons, 
in  that  it  has  enabled  them  to  obtain  a  longer 
and  more  complete  training  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  possible. 

During  his  secretaryship  Mr.  Wilson  visited 
all  the  principal  institutions  for  the  blind  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  and  also  many 
institutions  abroad.  He  attended  the  Con- 
ference of  the  Blind  at  York  in  1883,  the 
Conference  at  Amsterdam  in  1885,  and  that  at 
Paris  in  1889.  Mr.  Illingworth  tells  us  that 
when  at  Utrecht  in  1885,  Mr.  Wilson  guided 
Dr.  Armitage  and  M.  Maurice  de  la  Sizeranne, 
the  well-known  blind  philanthropists,  up  458 
steps  leading  to  the  Cathedral  Tower,  and 
there  described  to  them  the  beauties  of  the 
scene  below.  His  friendship  with  Dr.  Armi- 
tage was  deep  and  lasting.  They  met 
frequently,  and  it  was  in  his  company  that  Mr. 
Wilson  attended  the  Conference  for  the  Blind 
in  Paris  in  1889. 

In  the  following  year  he  acted  as  joint 
honorary  secretary  to  the  Conference  held  at 
the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Upper 
Norwood,  and  in  1902  he  was  responsible  for 
the  entire  organisation  of  the  Conference  held 
in  London  on  his  initiative,  under  the  asgis  of 
the  Gardner  Trust  for  the  Blind.  Fie  was  also 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  organised 


the  Edinburgh  Conference  in  1905.  On  this 
occasion  he  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Problem  of 
the  Defective  Blind,  and  its  Best  Solution." 
Further  he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  Manchester  Conference  in  1908,  when 
he  gave  the  inaugural  address,  and  opened  the 
debate  on  "  Pensions  for  the  Blind."  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Exeter  Conference  Committee 
in  191 1,  and  of  the  International  Conference 
held  in  London  in  19 14,  when  he  read  a  paper 
on  the  work  of  the  Unions  of  Societies  for  the 
Blind  in  England  and  Wales.  In  the  previous 
year  he  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Education  and 
Employment  of  the  Blind  "  before  the  Royal 
Society  of  Arts,  and  for  this  he  was  awarded 
the  Society's  silver  medal. 

In  1907  there  came  into  being  the  College 
of  Teachers  of  the  Blind.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
elected  its  first  chairman,  and  remained  in  this 
office  until  1 92 1.  In  1909  he  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  College,  together  with  the  late 
Sir  Francis  J.  Campbell,  the  Rev.  St.  Clare 
Hill,  Mr.  W.  H.  Illingworth  and  Mr.  Henry 
Stainsby,  late  Secretary-General  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  Wilson's  numerous  activities  in  the 
blind  world  have  included  work  of  an  editorial 
nature.  In  1887  he  issued  a  handbook,  "In- 
formation with  regard  to  Institutions,  Societies 
and  Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  King- 
dom," to  which  he  contributed  an  important 
preface.  This  pamphlet  has  from  time  to  time 
undergone  revision,  and  the  latest  edition, 
which  appeared  in  1922,  forms  an  invaluable 
guide  to  "the  numerous  activities  of  the  blind 
world. 

In  1898  he  launched  the  quarterly  magazine, 
'  The  Blind,"  of  which  he  was  the  Honorary 
Editor  for  22  years. 

His  advice  and  opinion  as  to  all  matters 
relating  to  the  blind  were  frequently  sought 
by  the  Government.  In  1886  he  was  called 
upon  to  give  important  evidence  before  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Blind  and  Deaf  and 
Dumb.  Dr.  Temple,  then  Bishop  of  London, 
also  gave  evidence,  and  requested  Mr.  Wilson 
to  accompany  him  when  appearing  before  the 
Commission.  Prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Blind  and  Deaf  Children  Act,  1892,  Mr. 
Wilson  was  invited  to  examine  and  comment 
upon  the  various  clauses  in  proof.  In  19 14 
he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 
In  1 917  the  Committee's  Report  was  sub- 
mitted to  him  in  proof,  and  extensively  revised 
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by  him.  He  was  appointed  first  Vice-Chair- 
man— and  later  Chairman — of  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  Blind  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (now  the  Ministry  of  Health) ; 
and  in  1920  he  was  appointed  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  new  Advisory  Committee.  He  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  this  office  owing  to 
failing  health,  and  his  resignation  was  reluc- 
tantly accepted  by  the  Committee.  The  then 
President  of  the  Health  Ministry,  Dr.  Chris- 
topher Addison,  wrote  :  "  The  loss  of  your 
advice  and  assistance  in  the  new  problems 
arising  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920, 
will  be  much  felt;  but  I  am  sure  you  will  have 
great  pleasure  in  thinking  that  the  long, 
devoted  and  able  service  which  you  have 
rendered  to  the  blind, 
and  which  has  secured 
for  you  the  affectionate 
esteem  of  all  who  have 
come  into  contact  with 
you,  has  borne  fruition  in 
that  Act." 

In  the  same  year  his 
colleagues  and  friends 
publicly  recognised  his 
signal  services  to  the 
blind  at  a  dinner  given 
in  his  honour  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant, 
London.  Mr.  Wilson 
had  then  filled  the  post 
of  secretary  to  Gardner's 
Trust  for  40  years,  and 
was  on  the  eve  of 
retiring.  On  this  occasion 
Lord  Shaw  of  Dunferm- 
line presided,  and  handed 
to  the  honoured  guest  a 
cheque  for  £330,  together 
with  an  album  contain- 
ing the  signatures  of 
the  subscribers.  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  who  was 
unable  to  be  present,  sent  the  following 
message,  which  was  read  aloud  at  the  end  of 
the  dinner  :  "  I  met  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  earliest 
days  of  my  loss  of  sight,  and  learned  then  to 
appreciate  to  the  full  the  splendid  devotion  he 
has  shown  for  so  many  years  in  the  cause  of 
the  blind.  His  retirement  from  active  partici- 
pation in  matters  which  concerned  the  welfare 
of  people  who  cannot  see  will  mean  a  great 
loss  to  them,  as  it  will,  I  know,  mean  a  great 
grief  to  him.  But  I  assure  Mr.  Wilson  that 
he  may  always  feel  that  the  gratitude  of  those 
whom  he  has  so  long  befriended  and  worked 


for  will  follow  him  into  his  well-earned 
retirement,  and  that  he  will  have  their  best 
wishes  for  good  health  and  happiness." 

In  1 92 1  Mr.  Wilson  was  presented  with  the 
Honorary  Freedom  and  Livery  of  the  Cloth- 
workers'  Company,  honoris  causa,  "in  appre- 
ciation of  all  the  valuable  services  rendered 
by  him  through  his  past  40  years  in  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  blind  community." 
Although  his  chief  interests  have  centred 
around  work  for  the  sightless,  he  has  been 
associated  with  numerous  other  activities.  At 
one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Whitelands  Training  College  for  School- 
mistresses ;  a  member  of  the  Council  of  St. 
Mark's  Training  College  for  Schoolmasters  ;  a 
member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  London 
Diocesan  Church  Schools 
Association  ;     a     member 


of 


General    Council 
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of  Church  Training 
Colleges  ;  a  member  of 
the  Consultative  Com- 
mittee of  the  National 
Society  for  Promoting 
the  Education  of  the 
Poor  ;  and  a  member 
of  the  Council  of 
Associations  of  Church 
Schools. 

During  the  course  of 
his  distinguished  career  he 
has  held  the  Chairmanship 
of  the  following  institu- 
tions and    committees  : — 

College   of    Teachers  of    the 

Blind ; 
Union  of  Unions  of  Societies 

for  the  Blind; 
Metropolitan    and    Adjacent 
Counties'Union  of  Societies 
for  the  Blind; 
Federation  Board  of  London  Workshops  for  the  Blind  ; 
Special   Committee  to  consider  the  Bill  for  the  Educa- 
tion and  Employment  of  the  Blind; 
National    Committee     for    the     Employment     of     the 

Blind  ; 
Federation  of  Libraries  for  the  Blind. 

He  has  now  the  pleasure  of  looking  back 
upon  crowded  days  of  the  noblest  of  all  work 
— that  done  in  a  humanitarian  cause.  Work 
of  this  nature — undertaken,  not  for  the  sake 
of  personal  gain,  but  for  the  happiness  of 
others — must  needs  bring  contentment  to  the 
worker.  May  the  subject  of  our  present 
biography  live  long  to  enjoy  the  contem- 
plation of  his  labours. 
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HENRY   STAINSBY   MEMORIAL 
FUND    FOR   THE   BLIND 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Beacon. 

Sir, — We,  the  undersigned,  are  conscious 
of  a  widespread  desire  that  some  permanent 
memorial  should  be  raised  to  perpetuate  the 
lifelong  and  devoted  service  to  the  blind  of 
the  late  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby. 

A  preliminary  meeting  was  recently  held  at 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  this  project,  and  as  a 
result  it  was  proposed  to  inaugurate  a  fund 
to  be  known  as  the  "  Henry  Stainsby  Memorial 
Gift  Fund  for  the  Blind." 

It  is  suggested  that  the  object  of  the  Fund 
shall  be  to  present  gifts,  so  far  as  the  Fund  will 
permit,  to  pupils  of  recognised  Institutions 
and  Colleges  for  the  Blind  on  completion  of 
their  training  ;  that  the  gifts  should  take  the 
form  of  special  apparatus,  Braille  writers, 
watches,  or  other  useful  appliances  ;  that  all 
gifts  should  be  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to 
relieve  any  Institution,  Society,  or  Agency  of 
its  obligations  ;  and  that  each  gift  should  bear 
an  inscription :  "  Henry  Stainsby  Memorial 
Gift." 

We  are  confident  that  the  many  friends, 
particularly  those  who  are  sightless,  who  knew 
Mr.  Stainsby  personally  and  appreciated  the 
importance  of  his  work,  will  wish  to  be 
associated  with,  and  to  subscribe  to,  this 
Memorial  Fund. 

Mr.  Stainsby  was  an  indefatigable  worker  in 
the  cause  of  the  blind  for  a  period  of  nearly 
46  years  :  first  at  the  Birmingham  Royal  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  from  1880  to  1908,  and 
then  at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
from  1909  to   1925. 

Mr.  Stainsby  ever  evinced  anxiety  to  place 
at  the  disposal  of  blind  persons  every  facility 
for  reducing  their  handicap  ;  he  was  always 
most  anxious  that  young  people  should  be 
properly  equipped  for  the  battle  of  life,  and 
he  was  especially  interested  in  the  provision 
of  apparatus  for  their  use.  We  therefore  con- 
sider the  suggested  form  of  Memorial  eminently 
appropriate,  and  we  earnestly  appeal  for  the 
generous  support  of  your  readers  so  as  to 
enable  us  to  give  effect  to  a  project  which  we 
know  would  have  had  Mr.  Stainsby's  very 
cordial  approval. 

A  mural  tablet  is  being  placed  at  the  National 
Institute,  the  cost  of  which  is  being  defrayed 
by  the  Institute's  staff. 


We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  Council 
of  the  National  Institute  has  kindly  consented 
to  open  the  Fund  with  a  subscription  of  £500 
and  will  act  as  Trustees.  A  representative 
Committee  will  ultimately  be  formed  for 
distribution  purposes. 

A  Statement  of  Account,  together  with 
particulars  of  investment  and  administration, 
will  be  published  in  due  course. 

Cheques,  postal  orders,  etc.,  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  "  Henry  Stainsby  Memorial 
Fund,"  and  forwarded  to  the  Honorary 
Treasurer,  G.  F.  Mowatt,  Esq.,  at  the  above 
address.  Your  co-operation  in  making  the 
appeal  as  widely  known  as  possible  will  be 
much  appreciated. 

E.    B.   B.    TOWSE, 

Chairman, 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

ALICE  S.   ARMITAGE, 

Member  of  Council, 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

R.   G.   COWLEY, 

Chairman, 

College  and  Association  of 
Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

ARTHUR   L.    LOWE, 

Late  Chairman, 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

W.    H.    THITRMAN, 

Late  General  Superintendent  and 
Secretary, 

Birmingham   Royal   Institution  for 

the  Blind. 

HENRY   J.    WILSON, 

Late  Secretary, 

Gardner  s  Trust  for  the  Blind. 
Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Fund  : 

Miss  K.  NIGHTINGALE. 
224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street, 

London,  W.i. 

PUBLIC    RECOGNITION    OF   A 
BLIND    MUSICIAN 

WE  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow,  F.R.C.O., 
Organist  and  Director  of  Music  at  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  has  been  elected  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  London  Society  of 
Organists. 

This  is  not  only  a  well-deserved  recognition 
of  his  abilities  as  an  organist,  but  is  the  second 
time  recently  that  this  Society  has  shown 
marked  appreciation  of  the  status  of  blind 
musicians.  Mr.  William  Wolstenholme,  Mus. 
Bac.  (Oxon.),  it  will  be  remembered,  was  elected 
President  for  the  year  1925. 
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THE    WELFARE    OF    THE    BLIND 

SOME   BRIEF   REMARKS    ON   THE   VOLUNTARY    SYSTEM 


N  a  leaflet  circulated  by  the  National 
League  of  the  Blind,  certain  inac- 
curate and  misleading  statements 
are  made  relative  to  voluntary 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  blind.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  following  remarks, 
dealing  with  each  of  these  state- 
ments in  turn,  will  be  of  value  to 
the  general  public. 

The   statement   is   made  that  : — 

i.  "  In  almost  every  main  street,  the  blind  are  to  be 
seen  exhibiting  their  affliction  as  a  means  of 
obtaining  a  precarious  existence." 
This  is  obviously  untrue.     The  number  of 
such  cases  is  rapidly  diminishing  and  employ- 
ment  facilities   are   steadily   growing.      Since 
1921,  workshop  accommodation  in  the  London 
area  has  increased  by   22  per  cent.  ;    in  that 
year,    580    blind    people    were    employed    in 
London,  whereas  to-day  the  number  is  708  ; 
in    1 92 1,    there    were    practically    no    home 
workers  in  London  and  the  adjacent  counties, 
whereas  to-day  there  are  approximately  340. 

2.  "  The    Greater    London    Fund  for   the   Blind 

collects  annually  approximately  £40,000,  but 

approximately    50  per  cent,  is  absorbed  in 

salaries  and  collecting  expenses,  etc" 

84  per  cent,  of  the  Greater  London  Fund 

(conducted  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 

Blind)  is  employed  directly  in  paying  wages 

and  "  augmentation  of  wages  "  grants  to  the 

blind.     From  the  remaining   16  per  cent,  all 

other  administrative  charges  are  defrayed. 

3.  "  There  were  4,485  blind  persons  residing  in  the 

County  of  London,  and  if  the  total  income  of 
the  Chanties  for  the  Blind  registered  by  the 
Council  for  the  year  ending  March  31J'/, 
1923  (£571,743),  was  equally  divided,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  provide  an  annual 
income  of  £nj  9 J".  ~jd.  for  each  blind 
person." 

This  statement,  attributed  to  the  "  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind," 
is  untrue.  From  it  one  would  gather  that  the 
sum  of  £571,743  was  available  at  the  end  of 
1923  for  distribution  amongst  the  4,485  blind 
people  in  London.  But  this  is  not  so,  as  the 
figure  given  includes  (1)  the  gross  incomes  of 
several  National  Organisations  with  central 
offices  situated  in  the  London  area,  and  (2) 
gross  income  from  sales  (not  profits  alone)  at 


the  workshops  for  the  blind  in  the  metropolis. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  total  amount  of  volun- 
tary contributions  raised  throughout  England 
and  Wales  during  1923  (the  year  in  question) 
was  approximately  £250,000.  Of  this  sum, 
not  more  than  £90,000  was  raised  in  the 
London  area. 

4.  "  Still  hundreds  of  our  blind  are  incarcerated  in 

London  workhouses." 
This  statement  cannot  be  substantiated. 
Generally  speaking,  workhouses  are  only  used 
for  the  accommodation  of  blind  persons  when 
blindness  is  accompanied  by  other  physical  or 
mental  deficiencies. 

5.  "  Those  who  are  employed  are  compelled  to  ivork^ 

piece  ivork^" 
At  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  and 
some  other  institutions  piece  work  is  not  in 
force,  and  a  minimum  wage  is  at  present  paid 
to  all  blind  employees  ;  it  is,  however,  only 
by  the  most  strenuous  efforts  that  this  policy 
is  maintained.  The  majority  of  voluntary 
institutions  have  not  the  means  to  provide  a 
minimum  wage. 

6.  "  Charity  officials  draiv  exorbitant  salaries." 
This    is    untrue.      If   efficiency   is    desired, 

reasonable  remuneration  must  be  paid.  The 
officials  of  the  National  League  of  the  Blind 
themselves  receive  salaries  considerably  higher 
than  the  average  wage  of  blind  workers  by 
whom  they  claim  to  be  engaged.  The  League 
accounts  for  the  year  1924  show  that  56  per 
cent,  of  its  income  was  apportioned  to  the 
payment  of  official  salaries,  and  that  from  a 
total  income  of  £5,750  only  4  per  cent,  was 
applied  directly  to  blind  persons. 

7.  "  Send  a  note  or  resolution  to  the  L.C.C.  calling 

on  that  body  to  exercise  its  powers  under  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  and  abolish  the 
charity-cadging  nuisance  with  its  abuses  and 
degradation  of  the  blind." 
The  powers  of  the  London  County  Council 
here  referred  to  are  already  exercised.     The 
Council    is    expending    very    large   sums    of 
money  annually  on  the  training  of  the  blind 
and  maintenance  of  the  unemployable.    Volun- 
tary  institutions   are   also    doing   all   that    is 
possible   to  better  the  condition  of  the  blind 
generally,  and  efforts  to  depreciate  appeals  for 
voluntary  assistance  can  only  injure  the  blind 
community.      Even  the  National  League  for 
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the  Blind  is  obliged  to  appeal  for  voluntary- 
contributions  in  order  to  conduct  propaganda 
against  the  Voluntary  System. 

Far  from  degrading  the  blind,  the  voluntary 
institutions  have  assisted  them  to  establish 
themselves  by  their  own  perseverance  and 
courage  as  useful  and  respected  members  of 
the  community.  Voluntary  subscriptions  once 
given  in  pity  for  the  blind  are  now  given  in 
admiration  of  them  ;  the  tribute  of  sorrow  is 
now  a  tribute  of  respect.  Thoughtful  people 
will  never  be  seriously  influenced  by  destruc- 
tive criticism,  based  on  inaccurate  statements 
and  misrepresentations. 

BLIND    MUSICIAN  OPENS  B.B.C. 
STATION 

ALL  readers  of  The  Beacon  will  be  interested 
to  hear  that  the  well-known  Bristol 
blind  musician,  Miss  Eva  Longbottom, 
L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.M.,  was  invited  by  the 
Wireless  Station  Director  at  Cardiff  to  open 
the  new  studio  at  Cardiff  on  February  13th. 

The  following  is  a  copy  from  the  Bristol 
Evening  Times  and  Echo  of  the  letter  of  invita- 
tion received  by  Miss  Longbottom. 

"  Broadcasting  House,  Cardiff.  Dear  Miss 
Longbottom, — I  am  very  much  hoping  that 
you  will  consent  to  open  the  new  studio  for 
us  on  February  1 3  th,  on  the  occasion  of  our 
third  birthday.  I  thought  that  it  might  be 
rather  a  nice  act  towards  Bristol  to  get  a 
Bristol  listener  to  open  the  studio  ;  and,  as 
broadcasting  is  a  special  blessing  to  those  who 
have  unfortunately  lost  the  sense  of  sight,  I 
thought  that  it  would  be  especially  apt  if  you 
could  perform  this  act  for  us.  I  should  also 
like  you  to  consider  it  an  act  of  our  gratitude 
to  you  for  your  constant  kind  support  of  the 
work  of  the  station. 

Yours   very  sincerely, 

(signed)  E.  R.  Appleton  (station  director)." 

Miss  Longbottom  is  very  keen  and  enthu- 
siastic about  everything  to  do  with  wireless, 
and  several  articles  of  hers  have  been  broadcast. 


THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  January  38  new  cases  came  under 
their  care.  The  sum  of  £520  us.  5d.  was 
expended  in  relief,  and  that  of  £17  us.  od.  in 
training  fees.  Gifts  to  the  value  of  £5  8  16s.  od. 
were  distributed. 


PEARSON'S    FRESH   AIR   FUND 

IT  is  now  34  years  since  the  late  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  evinced  in  practical  form  his  love 
of  children  by  the  foundation  of  the  Fresh  Air 
Fund  which  is  known  by  his  name.  During 
34  years  over  4,900,000  children  in  the  British 
Isles  have  been  taken  for  a  day's  outing,  and 
over  80,000  have  enjoyed  a  fortnight's  holiday 
at  the  seaside  or  in  the  country.  The  joy  that 
these  expeditions  bring  to  the  little  pale-faced 
city  dwellers  has  been  described  again  and 
again  by  those  who  have  witnessed  their 
ecstacy,  and  the  physical  and  moral  benefits 
bestowed  upon  them  by  this  means  cannot 
be  over-estimated. 

The  report  for  the  year  1925  states  that 
135,332  children  were  given  a  day's  outing 
and  4,203  enjoyed  a  fortnight's  holiday  during 
the  period  under  review.  Of  these,  50,645 
London  children  were  taken  for  a  day's  trip 
to  Epping  Forest,  Hampton  Court,  and  to  other 
convenient  spots,  whilst  1,500  children  en- 
joyed a  fortnight's  holiday  at  the  seaside  or  in 
the  country.  The  children  of  the  provinces 
were  taken  to  salubrious  places  within  easy 
reach  of  their  districts. 

Founder's  Day,  held  in  memory  of  the  late 
Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  was  celebrated  on  June 
19th,  when  1,000  children  were  taken  from 
the  East  End  of  London  to  enjoy  a  day's 
outing  in  Epping  Forest.  According  to 
custom,  the  President,  Sir  Neville  Pearson, 
made  up  the  balance  required  beyond  the 
interest  obtained  from  the  capital  sum  allocated 
to  the  Fund  by  the  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial 
Fund  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  function. 
Lord  Riddell  visited  the  children  on  this 
joyous  day,  and  expressed  his  pleasure  at 
witnessing  their  happy  faces  and  listening  to 
their  merry  laughter. 

It  is  of  interest  to  read  that  the  sum  of 
£11,951  was  received  in  donations  and  sub- 
scriptions during  the  year,  and  that  of  £1,290 
in  legacies.  The  cost  of  the  expeditions  per 
head  is  now  1/3  and  £1  for  a  day  and  a  fort- 
night respectively ;  and  the  Hon.  Treasurer 
and  Secretary,  Mr.  Ernest  Kessell,  expresses 
the  Council's  grateful  thanks  to  the  many 
friends  who  have  contributed  to  the  success 
of  this  great  undertaking. 


He  who   sows   courtesy   reaps    friendship, 
and  he  who  plants  kindness  gathers  love. — 

Basil. 
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A  NEW  APPOINTMENT 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


E  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that 
Sir  Alexander  Henderson  Diack, 
K.C.I.E.,  C.V.O.,  C.B.E.,  has 
been  appointed  Secretary-General 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind. 

As  our  readers  know,  this 
position  was  held  until  the  day  of 
his  death,  December  21st,  1925, 
by  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby. 
Mr.  Stainsby's  unique  and  life- 
long experience  of  the  work  rendered  the 
choice  of  a  successor  difficult.  Eventually 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  Institute,  feeling 
that  it  was  impossible  to  appoint  anyone  with 
equal  knowledge  of  the  blind  world  combined 
'with  other  necessary  qualifications,  decided 
to  select  someone  with  wide  experience  in 
general  administration  and  organisation. 

Accordingly,     they     have     appointed     Sir 
Alexander    Diack,    a    retired  member   of  the 


India  Civil  Service,  who  brings  to  the  work 
valuable  administrative  experience  gained  in 
other  fields.  Sir  Alexander  was  educated  at 
Aberdeen  University  and  King's  College, 
Cambridge.  Among  the  appointments  held 
by  him  in  India  were  those  of  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Punjab  Government  for  four  years  and 
Financial  Commissioner  of  the  Punjab  for  six 
years.  On  retiring  from  the  Service  he  en- 
tered the  Ministry  of  Pensions  in  19 17  to 
organise  the  Department  dealing  with  Artificial 
Limbs  and  Appliances,  with  which  he  remained 
associated  in  a  controlling  position  till  1922, 
when  the  work  was  decentralized  to  provincial 
centres.  He  was  commended  by  the  Minister 
of  Pensions  for  his  service  which  was  de- 
scribed as  a  valuable  contribution  towards  the 
relief  of  our  ex-service  men.  As  Secretary  of 
the  Limb  Office  at  Roehampton  Hospital  he 
continued  to  be  associated  with  the  Department 
until  December  last. 
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THEOLOGY    AND    RELIGION 
Author.  Title.  Vols. 

Bate,  H.  N.     History  of  the  Church  to  325        .  .          .  .  3 

Benson,  R.  H.     Friendship  of  Christ       .  .          .  .          . .  2 

Caporn,  F.  H.     Conflict  of  Truth 9 

Carpenter,  J.  E.     Comparative  Religion             .  .          .  .  3 

Book  of  Deuteronomy             . .          . .          . .  2 

Eddy,  Mrs.     Science  and  Health  (Grade  l£)      .  .          . .  5 

Farrar,  J.     Paganism  and  Christianity    .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

Glover,  T.  R.     Jesus  of  History   .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  3 

Glover,  T.  R.     Progress  of  Religion         .  .          .  .          .  .  5 

Glover,  T.  R.     Jesus  in  the  Experience  of  Men              .  .  4 

Graham,  W.     Letters  from  Heaven         . .          .  .          .  .  2 

Griffiths,  J.  S.     Problem  of  Deuteronomy          . .          .  .  3 

Heindel,  M.     Rosicrucian  Cosmo-conception,  or  Mystic 

Christianity       .  .          .  .          . .          .  .          .  .          .  .  7 

Jeavons,  F.  B.     Comparative  Religion    .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

Menzies,  A.     History  of  Religion              .  .          .  .          .  .  7 

Mowat,  W.     Pronouncing  Dictionary  of  Bible  Names  3 

Neil  and  Willoughby.    Holy  Communion  (from  T.  P.  B.)  4 

Peake,  A.  S.     Christianity:  Its  Nature  and  Its  Truth.  .  4 

Pym.     Psychology  of  the  Christian  Life              .  .          .  .  2 

Salmond,  G.     Infallibility  of  the  Church  (Precis)          .  .  4 
Steiner,  R.     How  to  Attain  Knowledge  of  the  Higher 

Worlds           3 

Steiner,  R.     Path  to  Self  Knowledge       .  .          .  .          .  .  1 

Steiner,  R.     Threshold  of  the  Spiritual  World  .  .          .  .  1 

Steiner,  R.     Three  Lectures           .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  1 

Steiner,  R.     Portal  of  Initiation  .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  2 

Steiner,  R.     Outlines  of  Anthroposophy             .  .          .  .  3 

Swedenborg,  E.     True  Christian  Religion           .  .          .  .  8 

Wilberforce,  E.     Mystic  Immanence        .  .          .  .          .  .  1 


LAW 
Author.  Title. 

Anson,  W.     Law  of  Contract 
Bellot,  H.  H.  L.  Analysis  of  Foote's  Private  International 

Law 
Birkenhead,  Lord.     Law  of  Property  Act  (1922) 
Caporn,  A.  C.  and  F.  M.     Law  of  Contract 
Caporn,  A.  C.  and  F.  M.     Law  of  Contract  (Supplemen 
Cobbett,  Pitt.     Leading  Cases  on  International  Law 
Dicey,  A.  V.      Law  of  the  Constitution  .  . 
Fraser,  H.     Law  of  Torts 
Gibson,  A.     Conveyancing 
Gibson,  A.     Conveyancing  (Supplement) 
Gibson,  A.     Practice  of  the  Courts 
Gibson,  A.     Practice  of  the  Courts  (Supplement) 
Gibson,  A.     Probate,  Divorce  and  Admiralty    .  . 
Goodeve,  L.  A.     Modern  Law  of  Personal  Property 
Goodeve,  L.  A.     Modern  Law  of  Real  Property 
Indermaur,  J.     Leading  Common  Law  Cases     .  . 
Jenks,  E.     Short  History  of  English  Law 
Justinian.     Law  Digest  XIX.     Locati  Conducti 
Kenny,  C.  S.     Cases  on  Criminal  Law 
Kenny,  C.  S.     Outlines  of  Criminal  Law 

"  Law  Notes  "  Guide  to  Property  Act 
Lawrence,  T.  J.     International  Law 
Maitland,  F.  W.     Domesday  Book  and  Beyond 

Maitland,  F.  W.     Equity  

Maitland,  F.  W.     Forms  of  Action 
Moyle,  J.  B.     Institutes  of  Justinian 
Parry  (Judge).     Seven  Lamps  of  Advocacy 
Pollock,  F.     Law  of  Torts 
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WIRELESS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

"All  the  earth  is  full  of  tales  to  him  who  listens." — Kipling. 


T  seems  to  us  that,  with  the  advent 
of  Wireless,  blind  people  have  at 
last  come  into  their  own.  Here  is 
a  discovery  which  has  benefited  the 
whole  of  humanity,  the  young,  the 
old,  the  sick,  the  bed-ridden — surely, 
above  all  others,  the  sightless. 

With  the  exception  of  music, 
what  pleasures  are  there  which 
blind  and  sighted  folk  can  enjoy  on 
an  equal  footing  ?  Go  to  the 
theatre  or  the  opera  with  a  blind  man,  and 
there  is  certainly  much  that  will  interest  and 
amuse  him,  but  one  thing  is  lacking — that 
thing  which  has  been  summed  up  by  Kipling 
as  "  the  delight  of  the  eye,  colour  that  rejoices, 
light  that  cheers,  and  line  that  satisfies  the 
innermost  deeps  of  the  heart." 

Thanks  to  the  steadily-increasing  output  of 
embossed  literature,  sightless  people  are  able 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  reading ;  but,  wide  as 
the  range  of  embossed  subject-matter  now  is, 
it  is  perforce  limited,  and  your  blind  man 
cannot  share  the  joy  which  falls  to  the  lot  of 
the  casual  reader,  able  to  pick  up  a  book  or  a 
newspaper  and  glance  at  its  contents  at  odd 
moments. 

Sighted  people  have  so  many,  so  very  many 
distractions.  All  the  treasures  of  art  and  of 
nature  are  at  their  disposal.  The  recreations 
of  the  blind  are  hedged  around  by  so  many 
restrictions.  The  pleasures  which  they  can 
and  do  enjoy — such  as  music,  lectures,  and  so 
forth — are  tempered  by  the  fact  that  they  are 
obliged  to  go  out  in  order  to  nnd  them.  This 
involves  the  questions  of  guides  and  transport, 
handicaps  which  are  ever  present  when  the 
blind  pursue  their  every-day  avocations.  At 
night,  gathered  round  their  wireless  sets — when 
music,  lectures,  plays,  the  news  of  the  world 
have  come  to  them — blind  and  sighted  at  last 
meet  on  an  equal  footing. 

Yes,  Wireless  is,  par  excellence,  the  blind 
man's  domain,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  enable  each  member 
of  the  blind  community  to  partake  of  its 
benefits. 

We  agree  with  the  sympathising  friend  who 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Daily  Express  on  the 
subject.  He  argued  very  rightly  that,  whereas 
splendid  efforts  were  being  made  to  provide 
wireless  for  the  hospitals,  so  far  nothing  has 


been  done  for  the  many  blind  and  lonely 
people  who  were  unattached  to  any  institution. 
This  correspondent  suggested  that  people 
who,  like  himself,  were  the  possessors  of  a 
superfluous  wireless  receiving  set,  should 
utilise  it  for  this  purpose ;  and  himself  offered 
to  "  set  the  ball  rolling  "  when  he  discovered 
an  institution  through  which  his  set  might  be 
distributed  to  a  deserving  case. 

In  reply  to  his  letter,  the  Daily  Express 
communicated  with  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  with  the  Wireless  League.  These 
two  bodies  at  once  agreed  to  co-operate  in 
order  to  put  into  effect  the  suggestion  of 
distributing  spare  wireless  sets  to  blind  people. 
The  National  Institute  is  now  arranging  for 
the  distribution  of  these  sets.  Previous  to  this, 
the  General  Electric  Company  generously  gave 
the  Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women  £50 
worth  of  wireless  sets.  This,  with  other 
donations  and  help  from  a  special  fund  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  enabled  all  the 
Barclay  workers  to  have  wireless  in  their 
homes.  Up  to  the  present  there  have  been 
sent  out  68  sets,  138  pairs  of  headphones,  25 
licences,  and  22  aerials  have  been  erected. 
The  National  Institute  is  very  grateful  to  those 
generous  people  who  have  sent  donations,  sets 
and  headphones,  and  to  the  executors  of  the 
late  Mr.  Johnston  for  the  legacy  of  100  guineas 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  wireless  sets. 

Now,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Daily  Express,  the  National  Institute  has 
already  received  25  sets  and  26  pairs  of  head- 
phones and  hopes  in  the  near  future  to  receive 
many  more,  while  the  Wireless  League, 
through  its  Honorary  Secretary,  Professor 
A.  M.  Low,  has  undertaken  that  its  members 
will  attend  to  the  installation  of  the  sets  in  the 
homes  of  the  blind  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Readers  everywhere  are  asked  to 
send  old  sets  or  discarded  headphones  to  the 
Secretary-General,  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  London, 
W.i.  In  doing  so  they  will  be  bringing  untold 
joy  into  the  homes  of  many  a  blind  man  or 
woman. 

Mother  Earth  has  at  last  given  up  the  secret 
which  she  has  guarded  so  jealously  through 
countless  ages.  It  is  for  us  to  see  that  its  joys 
shall  be  shared  by  all  her  children.  For  "  all 
the  earth  is  full  of  tales  to  him  who  listens." 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR  THE    BLIND 


THE  year  opened  with  a  delightful  party 
arranged  by  the  Lamson  Paragon  Co. 
Social  and  Athletic  Club.  Amusement  to  suit 
every  taste  was  provided  ;  a  whist  drive  at- 
tracted the  elders,  and  dancing  the  juniors,  who 
showed  much  ingenuity  in  their  choice  of 
fancy  costume.  Blind  artistes  provided  musical 
items,  and  were  loudly  applauded.  Very 
popular  was  the  Name  Guessing  Competition 
for  a  doll,  exquisitely  dressed  by  a  clever 
little  girl,  whose  kind  thought  and  patient 
work  were  rewarded  by  £\o  for  the  fund. 
Miss  Edwards  thanked  the  organisers,  who 
were  eventually  able  to  send  a  cheque  for 
£40  6s.  1  id.  to  headquarters. 

Dancers  have  been  untiring  for  the  fund. 
On  January  16th,  the  24th  London  Regiment 
(The  Queen's)  turned  up  in  force  with  their 


partners  at  the  Kensington  Drill  Hall,  and 
the  London  Irish  Rifles  danced  the  month 
gaily  out  in  a  good  cause  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
School. 

Another  successful  dance  was  held  at  the 
Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  January  13th.  There 
were  fox-trots  and  fancy-dress  competitions, 
but  unfortunately  the  Mayor  of  Lambeth 
(Alderman  Frederick  Bascombe),  who  was  to 
present  the  prizes,  was  with  the  Mayoress 
unable  to  be  present. 

Concerts  were  given  during  the  month  at 
Welling,  Plumstead,  Highgate  and  Stoke 
Newington.  Mr.  Cooke — who  has  done  so 
much  for  the  fund  in  Acton — -was  the  Chair- 
man at  the  Acton  Wesley  Guild,  when  two 
blind  artistes  provided  the  programme. 


THE    NEW    BLIND    BALLOT 

Below  we  publish  the  Balance  sheet  with  Auditors'  Certificate  of  the  New  Blind  Ballot, 
from  which  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  benefited  to  the  extent  of  £5,287   10s.   8d. 

RECEIPTS    AND    PAYMENTS    ACCOUNT 


Receipts. 

Payments. 

£ 

s.    d. 

£ 

s.    d. 

£     ■ 

d. 

£     •• 

d. 

To  Sale  of  Tickets        .  .          .  .   48,480 

5    8 

By  Advertising 

18,922    4 

7 

Less  :  Agents'  Commission 

Circularising    and    Postage 

and  Discount    .  .          .  .      2,791 

2    4 

thereon 

3,591  11  11 

-  45,689 

3    4 

55 

Printing  and  Stationery  .  . 

2,404  19 

0 

„   Sundry  Receipts  and  Dona- 

55 

Cinema  Van  Expenses 

1,023  19 

7 

tions 

136 

7  10 

„ 

Counting  and  Tabulating 

„   Interest  on  Deposit 

145 

5    6 

Charges 

666    0 

0 

„    Sale      of      Furniture      and 

5) 

Rent,      Rates,      Lighting, 

Motor  Car 

150 

0    0 

55 
55 
55 

55 
55 
55 
55 
55 

Heating,  etc. 

Accountancy     and     Legal 
Charges 

Postages  and  Carriage 

Travelling  Expenses 

National  Health  and  Unem- 
ployment Insurance 

Telephone 

Sundry  Office  Expenses    .  . 

Furniture  and  Fittings 

Motor  Car 

Office  Salaries  and  Wages 

616    7 

312  10 

257    3 

95    1 

42  18 

38    7 

166  15 

295    9 

225  17 

2,174    1 

0 

0 

5 
1 

2 
8 
4 
3 
9 
3 

30,833    6 

0 

Prize  Fund 

10,000    0 

0 

55 

Surplus  to  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind 

5,287  10 

8 

£46,120  16    8 

£46,120  16 

8 

We  have  examined  the  above  Account  with   the   Books  and  Vouchers  of  the  Ballot  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in  accordance 

therewith. 


58  Coleman  Street, 

London,  E.C.  2. 

25lh  January,  1926. 


(Signed)     JACKSON,    PIXLEY    &    Co., 

Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 
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A    CAROL    COMPETITION 


HE  result  of  this  year's  "  Progress  " 
Carol  Competition  has  been  of  un- 
usual interest,  and  we  think  our 
readers  will  agree  that  the  words  of 
the  six  carols — the  work  of  blind 
competitors — which  we  print  below 
form  little  gems  of  poetry.  The 
musical  rendering  of  these  carols  is 
the  subject  of  a  further  competition 
in  the  "  Braille  Musical  Magazine." 
It  is  encouraging  to  find  that 
these  competitions  in  "  Progress  "  have  so 
greatly  stimulated  the  imaginations  of  our 
blind  readers,  and  the  amount  of  talent  dis- 
played has  been  little  short  of  amazing.  It  may 
be  of  interest  to  record  here  that  the  entries 
received  in  the  case  of  other  competitions,  such 
as  answers  to  general  knowledge  questions, 
limericks,  etc.,  are  of  a  far  higher  order  of 
merit  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago ;  and 
we  cannot  but  feel  that  the  Prize  Competition 
Page  forms  a  most  important  feature  of  the 
magazine. 

MARY'S   VIGIL. 

She  heard  the  oxen  stirring  in  the  stall, 

The  stable  lamp  shone  dim  ; 
She  saw  wise  men  before  her  baby  fall, 

And  tribute  pay  to  Him. 

Refrain. 
Come  softly,  softly,  grey-winged    dawn-light 

creeping, 
Greet  Mary  at  her  hallowed  vigil  keeping. 

A  moonbeam  glimmered  on  the  manger  floor, 

He  slept  like  dew-kissed  flower  ; 
And  as  she  held  Him  close  to  her  heart's  door 

She  knew  her  triumph  hour. 

In  waking  dreams  she  saw  His  life  apart, — 

His  glory  and  His  grief : 
She  saw  Him  bind  the  world's  bruis'd  heart, 

And  stoop  to  its  relief. 

Years  left  her  lonely,  furrowed,  bent  and  old, 

And  yet  she  gazed  afar, 
Till  on  His  birth-night  she  should  still  behold 

The  wonder  of  His  star. 

Barbara  Ross  McIntosh. 

MARY'S   APPEAL. 

The  night  I  gave  the  Saviour  birth, 
We  found  no  shelter  on  the  earth 
Except  a  manger  all  forlorn  ; 
And  there  your  Lord  and  mine  was  born. 


Then  have  compassion  on  the  poor, 
Nor  turn  them  coldly  from  your  door  ; 
But  give  them  of  your  bounty  free, 
Because  of  Jesus  Christ — and  me. 

We  were  so  poor  :  of  no  repute  : 
Companions  of  the  humble  brute  : 
But  on  my  lowly  breast  I  bore 
The  Lord  whom  Angel  Hosts  adore. 

Then  cast  your  worldly  thought  aside, 
And  trample  on  your  foolish  pride  ; 
In  all  mankind  your  brethren  see, 
Because  of  Jesus  Christ — and  me. 

Annie  Parker. 

A   CAROL. 

Softly  sleeps  the  babe  of  promise, 
Tender  watch  His  mother  keeps  ; 

Shepherds  bow  in  rev'rent  worship 
"While  He  sleeps. 

Oxen  feed  within  the  chamber 

Where  the  King  of  Kings  is  laid  ; 
Yet  He  slumbers  in  a  manger 

Undismayed  ! 

Angels  came  from  Highest  Heaven 
With  the  tidings  of  His  birth ; 

"  God  is  here,"  they  sang,  rejoicing, 
"  Peace  on  Earth  !  " 

Therefore,  Christians,  in  His  power 
Strive  that  war  on  earth  may  cease. 

That  the  world  may  know  for  ever 
Jesu's  Peace  ! 

Henrietta  Turner. 

"GOD   WITH   US." 

Hail  to  Thee  !    God's  little  lamb, 
Born  of  a  virgin  most  pure  ; 
Son  of  the  Father,  through  ages  untold, 
Laid  in  a  manger  all  cheerless  and  cold ; 
Hail  to  Thee  !     God's  little  lamb. 

Hail  to  Thee  !  Saviour  of  men, 
Shepherd  and  sacrifice,  Thou  ; 
Treading  the  shadowy  pathway  alone, 
Guiding  our  steps  to  the  cross  and  the  throne ; 
Hail  to  Thee  !  Saviour  of  men. 

Hail  to  Thee  !  strong  Prince  of  Peace, 
Angels  Thy  title  proclaimed  ; 
Over  the  woes  of  a  war- weary  world 
Soon  may  Thy  banner  of  love  be  unfurled ; 
Hail  to  Thee  !  strong  Prince  of  Peace. 
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Jesus,  Emmanuel,  come  ! 

Still  we  are  waiting  for  Thee. 

Thine  is  the  Kingdom  ; 

Our  hearts  be  Thy  throne  ; 

Cleanse  them,  control  them,  and  reign  there 

alone ; 
Jesus,  Emmanuel,  come  ! 

W.  J.  Dowding. 

CHRISTMAS   CAROL. 
What  light  is  this  which  shines  so  bright  and 

clear, 
Flooding  with  hope  our  night  of  gloom  and 

fear  ? 
Ye  shepherds,  on  your  midnight  journey,  stay; 
What  wondrous  purpose  guides  ye  on  your 

way  ? 
"  We  haste  to  greet  great  David's  greater  Son ! 
Jesus,  Emmanuel,  the  Blessed  One." 

He  comes,  whom  kings  and  sages  long  have 

sought, 
The    crown    and    goal    of    man's    sublimest 

thought ; 
Yet  no  rich  gems  surround  that  sacred  head, 
No  royal  purple  decks  his  lowly  bed  : 
Lo  !  in  the  oxen  stall  at  Bethlehem 
Lies  the  rejected,  the  despis'd  of  men  ! 

But  faith's  keen  sight  a  brighter  day  can  see, 
When  this  sweet  babe  shall  end  earth's  misery  ! 
When,  lifted  high  upon  a  pain-racked  throne, 
Jesus  shall  win  salvation  for  His  own  : 
Then  earth  shall  ring  with  yet  a  grander  strain  : 
"  Worthy,  thrice  worthy  is  our  Lord  to  reign." 

Mrs.  Buchanan. 

A    YULETIDE   HYMN. 
O  song  !  by  herald  angels  raised — 
As  they  with  joy  God's  mercy  praised — 
Awake  once  more  the  sleeping  earth, 
Remind  us  of  the  Christ-Child's  birth  ! 
We,  too,  would  happy  carols  sing 
To  welcome  Him,  the  new-born  King. 

O  star  ! — which  rose  in  Eastern  skies, 
And  led  to  Christ  kings  great  and  wise — 
Shine  forth  again  with  undimm'd  ray, 
And  light  for  us  that  blessed  way  ! 
We,  too,  our  gifts  of  love  would  bring, 
And  lay  before  the  new-born  King. 

O  Christmas  song !  thy  notes  shall  swell, 
And  far  and  wide  the  good  news  tell  ! 
O  wondrous  star  !  still  thy  bright  glow 
The  road  to  Bethlehem  shall  show  ! 
O  new-born  King  !  still  shall  increase 
Thy  reign  of  love,  good-will  and  peace. 
Annie  Beatley. 


WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  JAPAN 

THE  following  are  some  of  the  latest 
developments  in  work  for  the  blind  in 
Japan.  Each  district  is  now  responsible  for 
the  welfare  of  the  blind  children  of  school  age 
in  that  district,  and  small  and  poor  blind  schools 
are  now  being  strengthened  and  helped  by  the 
district  authorities.  The  weekly  journal  for 
the  blind,  issued  by  the  Osaka  Mainichi,  the 
leading  Osaka  newspaper,  and  edited  by  Mr. 
Nakamura — a  blind  Christian  leader — has  now 
over  2,000  blind  subscribers  ;  and,  as  the  pro- 
prietors intend  to  print  and  publish  Braille 
books  also,  they  have  just  decided  to  have  the 
best  printing  machines  in  the  world,  as  used 
at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  London. 


PRESENTATION   TO    BLIND 
WORKERS 

Miss  Mary  Wood  and  Miss  Hannah 
Wilkes,  two  blind  workers  at  the 
Barclay  Workshops,  have  each  been  presented 
with  a  "  National  Institute  for  the  Blind " 
Braille  wrist  watch  on  completion  of  20  years' 
service  in  the  Workshops. 

BLIND    SPECIALISTS    IN 
DIETETICS 

MR.  ROBERT  MALTON,  of  Folke- 
stone, who  is  blind,  recently  sat  for  the 
certificate  examination  of  the  Institute  for 
Hygiene,  and  successfully  qualified.  In  this  he 
may  be  regarded  as  having  created  a  precedent, 
as  he  is  the  first  blind  candidate  to  attain  this 
distinction. 

Mr.  Malton  states  that  he  intends  to  specialise 
in  dietetics  professionally,  and  in  this  he  will 
have  the  support  of  several  doctors  in  his 
own  district. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  ORGANISTS 
PRIZEMAN 

IT  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
"Sawyer"  prize,  offered  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Organists  to  the  candidate  who  secures  the 
second  place  in  the  list  of  successful  "  Asso- 
ciates," has  just  been  awarded  to  Mr.  David 
Williams,  a  student  of  the  Royal  College  for 
the  Blind,  Upper  Norwood.  The  examina- 
tion (half-yearly)  was  held  in  January. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

RAFFIA    BASKETRY 


IASKETRY  !  What  romance  is 
associated  with  the  name  !  And 
who  has  not  at  some  time  of  his  or 
her  life  been  fascinated  by  this,  the 
most  universal  and  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  arts  ?  An  art  which 
antedates  pottery  and  the  weaving 
of  cloth  ;  which  has  been  used  in 
producing  almost  every  conceivable 
article  of  use  from  a  dish  to  a 
dwelling  ;  and  which  has,  in  ad- 
dition, enriched  the  world  with  paintings  as 
fine  in  their  way  as  any  wrought  with  the 
brush — pictorial  records,  if  we  can  but  read 
them  aright,  of  the  thoughts  and  aspirations 
of  the  primi- 
tive races  of 
mankind  ! 

But  this  is 
a  practical 
article,  and — 
although  i  n 
raffia  basket- 
ry we  use 
mainly  that 
method 
which  lends 
itself  most 
readily  to 
artistic  ex- 
pression,viz., 
the  coiled 
method  as, 
distinct  from 
the  woven 
method  dealt 
with  in  previ- 
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A  Group  of  Raffia  Work  (the  work  of    blind    pupils    of   the   London 
Society    for     Teaching    and    Training    the    Blind,    Swiss    Cottage). 


ous  articles — 
it  is  necessary  that  we  should  first  understand 
the  technique  of  the  art,  and  before  attempting 
anything  advanced  either  in  form  or  design, 
gain  a  thorough  mastery  over  our  medium. 

We  are  on  well-trodden  ground,  for,  whereas 
pulp  cane-work  is  still  in  its  infancy,  raffia  has 
been  used  from  time  immemorial.  For 
historical  as  well  as  artistic  reasons  the  subject 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  several  able 
writers,  and  on  the  practical  side  the  wonder- 
ful work  of  the  American  Indians  has  provided 
the  writers  of  a  large  number  of  text-books 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  various  stitches  used 
in  the   work.       There   is,   therefore,    a   com- 


paratively wide  range  of  literature  on  the 
subject,  from  the  standard  work  by  G.  Wharton 
James,  published  at  25/-,  to  the  useful  little 
3d.  manuals  in  the  "  Bestway,"  "  Needle- 
craft,"  and  "  Weldon's  "  series.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  raffia,  and  the 
essential  equipment  consists  of  a  needle  and  a 
pair  of  scissors.  The  manual  part  of  the  work 
is  light  and  simple,  and  the  craft  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  pleasant  pastime  occupation,  but, 
it  may  be  added,  not  as  a  means  of  adding 
substantially  to  one's  income.  Of  the  various 
uses  to  which  raffia  is  put  and  the  various  ways 
in  which  it  is  worked,  the  making  of  table 
mats  and  baskets  by  the  coiled  method  seems 

to  be  that 
best  suited  to 
the  sightless ; 
and  the 
basket  shapes 
that  can  be 
evolved  are 
innumerable. 
The  question 
of  design 
presents  a 
more  difficult 
problem,  as 
for  this  differ- 
ent coloured 
strands  o  f 
raffia  are 
mainly  relied 
upon,  —  a 
colo  u  re  d 
strand  being 
brought  into 
use  as  re- 
quired by  the  pattern,  and  then  bound  in 
with  the  core  till  required  again.  The  writer 
understands,  however,  that  "  jazz  "  effects  are 
popular  with  ladies  at  the  moment,  and  a 
"  jazz  "  basket  in  raffia  is  quite  a  simple  pro- 
position ;  the  procedure  being  to  collect  as 
many  bright  and  startling  colours  as  possible, 
mix  them  together,  and  when  a  new  strand  is 
required  for  the  binding,  take  any  one  at 
random  from  the  bunch. 

In  coiled  raffia  basketry  a  central  core  of 
raffia  or  pulp  cane  is  bound  with  strands  of 
raffia,  each  coil  being  attached  at  intervals  to 
the  preceding  coil  by  the  binding,  thus  forming 
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an  ever-widening  circle  or  other  shape.  To 
form  the  sides  of  a  basket,  the  work  may  be 
turned  up  at  any  angle  and  then  outwards  or 
inwards  as  desired.  As  with  pulp-cane  basketry, 
table  mats  are  a  good  subject  for  the  beginner. 

A  Round  Table  Mat  in  the  L,a?y  Squaw 
stitch.  Take  a  length  of  No.  6  pulp  cane  and 
shave  about  two  inches  of  one  end  so  that  it 
tapers  off  to  about  half  its  original  thickness. 
Dip  this  end  in  boiling  water  to  make  it 
pliable,  thread  the  needle  with  a  strand  of 
raffia,  and  lay  the  unthreaded  end  along  the 
cane.  Then  bind  both  cane  and  raffia  for 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch,  the  binding 
passing  under  the  cane  away  from  worker  and 
over  the  top  to  the  front.  Next  coil  the  bound 
end  into  as  small  a  circle  as  possible  under- 
neath the  remainder,  which  will  be  to  the 
left  of  worker,  and  fasten  with  a  stitch.  Lazy 
Squaw  stitch  may  now  be  proceeded  with  by 
taking  one  stitch  round  the  tail  and  the  next 
round  both  tail  and  previous  coil,  working 
from  right  to  left  and  pushing  the  needle 
through  from  the  front,  continuing  in  this 
way  till  a  round  is  completed.  In  the  second 
and  succeeding  rounds  the  long  stitch  must 
come  between  two  long  stitches  of  the  previous 
round;  but  as  each  circle  will  require  more 
stitches  than  the  previous  one,  new  long 
stitches  are  added  at  intervals  by  putting  two 
into  the  same  hole.  To  join  in  a  new  strand, 
bind  its  end  in  with  the  tail  for  an  inch  or  so 
and  fasten  off  the  end  of  the  old  strand  in  the 
same  way.  A  new  length  of  coil  cane  is  added 
by  tapering  its  end  and  the  end  of  the  old  one 
and  placing  the  two  cut  parts  together  to  form 
a  splice.  When  the  mat  is  of  the  desired  size, 
taper  off  the  cane  and  stitch  this  tightly  to  the 
preceding  coil,  fastening  off  the  raffia  on  the 
underside.  During  the  progress  of  the  work 
all  loose  ends  should  be  cut  off  as  soon  as  they 
appear,  and  the  finished  mat  gone  over  again 
with  the  scissors. 

For  the  beginning  of  an  oval  mat  do  not 
taper  the  cane,  but,  after  soaking  the  part  for 
a  few  minutes  in  boiling  water,  make  a  sharp 
bend  at  two  inches  (or  more  according  to  the 
kind  of  oval  required)  from  end,  and  turn  the 
cane  back  on  itself.  Bind  the  bend  closely  and 
then  the  two  canes  together,  leaving  a  small 
space  between  each  lap  in  the  latter.  On 
reaching  the  end  of  the  cane  make  another 
sharp  bend,  bind  this  closely,  and  then  pro- 
ceed with  Lazy  Squaw  stitch,  the  long  stitches 
being  taken  between  the  laps  when  doing  the 
first  round.  The  sides  of  the  mat  are  straight, 
and  each  of  its  ends  is  treated  exactly  as  though 
it  were  the  half  of  the  round  mat.        A.  G.  K. 


MODELS    FOR   THE   BLIND 

Sir, — In  the  December  number  of  The 
Beacon  I  note  with  interest  a  letter  over  the 
signature,  "  A.  Maud  Stacy,"  dealing  with  the 
subject  of  models  for  use  in  the  education  of 
blind  children. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  been  of  opinion  that 
any  school  for  the  blind  unprovided  with  a  set 
of  models  as  complete  as  may  be,  is  lacking  in 
one  of  the  chief  essentials  to  sound  instruction. 
The  Board  of  Management  of  such  a  school  is 
not  doing  its  duty  towards  those  whose 
mental  equipment  it  is  charged  with  providing. 
Failure  to  place  models  at  the  disposal  of 
pupils  who  have  never  possessed  vision,  at 
such  an  age  as  to  furnish  all  or  a  considerable 
part  of  those  images  so  necessary  to  intelligent 
and  correct  reasoning  in  later  life,  amounts 
almost  to  a  crime,  in  my  estimation.  Children 
whose  early  education  has  been  derived  from 
books  alone,  or  from  books  supplemented 
with  haphazard  and  accidental  ideas  secured 
from  time  to  time,  go  through  life  often 
talking  glibly,  and  apparently  intelligently, 
about  objects  of  whose  real  shape,  texture  and 
use  they  have  no  real  knowledge.  A  sighted 
child  passing  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  for  instance, 
will  glance  up  at  the  dome,  and  carry  through- 
out life  a  more  or  less  accurate  picture  in  his 
mind,  so  that  whenever  St.  Paul's  is  mentioned, 
he  will  visualise  correctly  that  portion  at  least 
which  struck  him  most  forcibly  on  the  occasion 
of  that  first  glance.  His  blind  brother,  unless 
a  model  is  placed  under  his  hand,  will  go 
through  life  totally  ignorant  of  the  shape  and 
general  appearance,  not  only  of  the  dome,  but 
of  the  whole  cathedral.  And  this  same  thing 
applies  to  thousands  of  other  objects  and  ideas 
absolutely  necessary  to  equip  fully  and  proper- 
ly the  mind  of  a  normal  person.  Very  many 
of  us  without  sight  are  far  from  being  normal 
in  our  real  knowledge ;  though,  as  I  have  said, 
we  talk  very  fluently  about  a  thousand  and  one 
matters  on  which,  in  reality,  our  knowledge 
is  mere  parrotry.  Were  I  a  rich  man,  one  of 
my  first  cares  would  be  to  provide  every  school 
for  the  blind  in  my  own  country  with  a  suitable 
set  of  models  to  illustrate  history,  industry, 
domestic  life,  and  other  things  essential  to 
rounding  out  a  satisfactory  education.  I  am 
glad  that  Miss  Stacy  has  brought  the  matter 
into  the  columns  of  The  Beacon,  and  I  trust  that 
many  others  will  insist  upon  the  necessity  of 
our  schools  providing  a  full  model  equipment. 
Yours,  etc., 

S.    C.    Swift, 
Chief  Librarian, 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
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This  "  Story  from  Japan  "  comes  to  us  by  the  kind  offices  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Merrick.  It  is  told  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Brailsford,  Australasians,  who  are  resident  in  Japan.  Mr.  Brailsford  is  on  the 
staff   of   the   Japan    Chronicle.     We    reproduce    the    account    with    some    slight    omissions    and 

alterations  owing  to  lack  of  space. 


AY  we  tell  you  about  a  blind 
Japanese  friend  and  his  wife  in 
whom  we  are  greatly  interested  ? 
His  name  is  Takeo  Iwahashi,  and 
his  wife  is  Kiyo-Ko.  They  have 
been  our  best  friends  among  the 
Japanese.  We  have  several  times 
exchanged  visits,  and  have  been  on 
long  outings  together. 

They  live  with  his  parents  in  a 
typical  little  Japanese  house,  in  a 
typical  little  blind  alley  in  Osaka.  You  open 
the  sliding  gates  into  the  porch,  and,  instead 
of  ringing  or  knocking,  call  out  "  Konnichi- 
wa  "  ("  Good  day  ").  Immediately  you  hear 
hurrying  footsteps  and  the  wife  or  mother 
slides  back  the  paper  doors  (shoji)  and, 
kneeling,  bows  her  head  to  the  ground  to 
meet  you.  Behind,  walking  slowly,  comes 
Takeo,  who  has  learned  to  shake  hands  in  our 
way.  We  take  off  our  shoes  (no  one  thinks  of 
taking  the  dirt  of  the  street  into  a  Japanese 
house).  Then  we  are  taken  up  a  tiny  steep 
ladder  of  a  stairway  into  Takeo's  study,  a  nice 
sunny  room,  always  spotlessly  clean,  with  its 
rows  of  interesting  books,  consisting  of  huge 
volumes  of  Braille,  and  a  good  collection  of 
English  and  other  classics.  Milton  occupies  a 
big  space  on  his  shelves  and  you  find  that  he 
is  very  keen  on  such  writers  as  Tagore,  Tolstoi 
and  Romain  Rolland. 

We  ought  really  to  tell  of  his  wife  first,  but 
she  would  be  shocked  if  we  did  so.  So  here 
is  the  story  of  Takeo,  so  far  as  we  have  learned 
it.  He  became  blind  six  years  ago,  being  now 
27  years  of  age.  He  had  been  brilliant  at 
school  and  keen  on  sport.  His  father  was 
connected  with  mining  and  sent  Takeo  to 
Waseda  University  at  Tokyo  to  become  a 
mining  engineer.  His  great  hobby  was 
painting,  and  he  was  such  a  lover  of  the 
beautiful  that  he  was  half  inclined  to  make  art 
his  life  work.  When  in  his  second  year  at  the 
University  he  suddenly  became  afflicted  with 
glaucoma  and  a  disease  of  the  retina.  In  a 
fortnight  he  was  quite  blind. 

The  beauty  of  nature  was  no  longer  for  him, 
and  his  dream  of  a  life  devoted  to  art  was 
shattered.      All   his    preparations    for   a   pro- 


fessional life  were  equally  wasted.  He  decided 
to  take  the  short  sharp  way  out  of  his  troubles, 
and  on  the  last  night  of  the  year,  when  the 
household  were  at  rest,  he  got  up  stealthily 
and  groped  around  until  he  found  a  knife. 
But  his  anxious  mother  seems  to  have  been 
watching  or  listening,  and  she  was  in  time  to 
check  his  purpose. 

She  had  tried  to  save  him  not  only  by  the 
doctor's  skill,  but  with  the  help  of  the  prayers 
and  penance  of  a  pious  Buddhist.  Forty  times 
she  had  climbed  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  to 
pray  at  the  temple  of  Kwannon,  Goddess  of 
Mercy.  She  had  bathed  in  ice-cold  water  on 
winter  nights — a  common  form  of  penance. 
Now  his  sight  was  gone  beyond  hope,  but 
she  pleaded  with  him  not  to  give  up  life — to 
start  afresh  with  a  new  faith. 

We  have  read  a  translation  of  an  article  in  a 
Japanese  paper,  telling  of  Iwahashi's  life.  This 
struggle  of  the  mother  with  the  son  seems  to 
have  been  the  crisis  of  his  life.  He  decided  to 
begin  anew,  and  to  become  a  masseur.  Soon, 
however,  new  opportunities  arose,  and  he  was 
able  to  attend  the  Osaka  School  for  the  Blind, 
where  he  learned  to  read  and  write  Braille  and 
to  use  the  typewriter. 

At  this  time  his  father's  health  began  to  fail 
and  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  work.  This 
transferred  the  burden  of  supporting  the 
family,  which  consisted  of  a  young  boy  and 
two  girls,  besides  our  friend  Takeo,  to  the 
mother's  shoulders.  She  keeps  a  stationery 
shop  and  is  successful  in  a  modest  way.  She 
sent  Takeo  to  the  Kwansei  Gakuin  (the  biggest 
Mission  College  in  Kobe),  together  with  the 
elder  of  his  sisters. 

His  sister,  Shizu-ko,  had  received  a  good 
education,  and  knew  enough  English  to  help 
him  with  his  course.  He  chose  English 
literature  and  specialised  in  Milton,  and  when 
he  graduated  two  years  ago  he  was  specially 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the 
graduates.  He  had  written  an  essay  "  On 
Milton's  Sonnet  "  for  his  diploma,  and  for  this 
he  received  almost  full  marks. 

He  had  been  earning  a  little  money  in 
various  ways  and  now  he  took  up  work  as  a 
teacher  at  the  Osaka  School  for  the  Blind.    He 
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has  also  earned  a  little  by  writing  articles  and 
stories. 

His  wife  is  as  remarkable  in  her  way  as  he  is 
in  his.  She  received  an  unusually  good 
education  for  a  Japanese  girl  and  seems  to  have 
had  a  great  desire  to  work  among  the  poor.  For 
some  time  she  was  a  nurse  with  the  Salvation 
Army  at  Tokyo,  and  she  left  them  to  join  a 
group  called  the  "  It-to  En "  (people  who 
believe  in  giving  away  all  they  possess,  and 
working  without  wages,  just  accepting  what 
folks  choose  to  give  them  to  meet  their 
immediate  needs).  The  founder  of  this  group 
— Tenko  Nishida — considers  this  is  the  path 
to  social  reform  as  shown  by  the  lives  and 
teachings  of  both  Christ  and  Buddha. 

When  Mr.  Iwahashi's  sister  was  married 
someone  else  was  needed  to  be  "  eyes  and 
feet  "  for  him,  and  Miss  Yano  offered  herself 
for  the  work.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Iwahashi ! — the 
essence  of  motherly  tenderness — who  would, 
one  feels,  have  been  wasted  on  any  but  a 
blind  man. 

Jack  has  written  a  little  about  her  in  an 
article  on  the  "  It-to  En  "  and  says  she  is  an 
example  of  their  principle  that  their  life  should 
be  like  water  trickling  beneath  the  soil — unseen  and 
unheard,  but  giving  life  to  trees  and  flowers. 

Jack  first  met  Mr.  Iwahashi  only  a  week 
or  two  after  he  came  to  Japan.  He  was 
wishing  to  know  some  Japanese  Esperantist 
and  heard  that  this  blind  student  was  teaching 
a  group  of  his  schoolmates  the  International 
language.  So  he  sought  him  out  one  Sunday 
afternoon,  and  they  often  met  subsequently. 
Mr.  Iwahashi  is  a  keen  Esperantist  as  well  as 
an  internationalist.  He  has  no  fear  in  express- 
ing his  conviction,  although  the  authorities 
here  are  somewhat  severe,  and  few  among  the 
young  men  are  willing  to  risk  the  displeasure 
of  the  police.  After  he  became  blind  he 
formed  a  friendship  with  a  blind  Russian  poet 
and  musician  named  Eroshenko — who  was 
also  a  keen  Esperantist.  Of  course,  a  Russian 
internationalist  was  not  in  favour  with  the 
Japanese  police ;  but,  in  spite  of  this,  Mr. 
Iwahashi  kept  up  the  friendship  and  Mr. 
Eroshenko  stayed  with  him  at  his  parents' 
home  for  some  time.  In  the  end  he  was 
banished  from  Japan,  but  even  lately  Mr. 
Iwahashi  publicly  protested  against  his  ex- 
pulsion. A  large  measure  of  courage  is 
needed  in  this  country  to  take  a  stand  like 
this. 
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FOREIGN. 
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Progress. — Memorial  Service  to  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby 
—  The  Sisters  of  Haworth — Romance  of  Mr.  "  Renter" — 
Correspondence — Matters  of  the  Moment — Our  Prize 
Competitions — The  Manufacture  of  Tobacco  in  England — 
A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question  Box — French  Page — 
The  Pink  Cups  —  Advertisements.  Insets  :  Home 
Occupations  for  the  Blind  :  Straw  Bags  ;  Knitting 
Pattern  :  First  Bootees  ;  "  Progress  "  Chess  Supplement ; 
Announcements  Supplement.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal.— As   Others    See    Us — The    New 

Outlook  in  Cosmogony — The  Love  Story  of  Robinson 
Crusoe — Some  Convenient  Spelling — Royalty  and  Journal- 
ism. (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Inefficiency  amongst  Teachers — 
Bantock  on  Sibelius — Curious  Pine  Forest  Echoes — 
Correspondence — Notes  and  News  Concerning  the  Blind — 
Tuners'  Column — Studies  in  Pianoforte  Interpretation. 
Supplements  :  Braille  Music  Reviews  ;  Announcements  ; 
Musical  Competition.  Insets  :  Organ  :  Choral  Preludes, 
Nos.  1  and  2,  "  Dundee  "  and  "  Rockingham,"  by  Parry  ; 
Song  :  "  Heffle  Cuckoo  Fair,"  by  Martin  Shaw.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  12s.  6d.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

The  Massage  Journal. — Suggested  Treatment  by 
High  Frequency  Towards  a  Lowering  of  Blood  Pressure — 
Xews  in  tne  Massage  World — Treatment  of  Fractures. 
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Garter — Wrichester  Paradise  (Chapters  IX-X),  by  J.  S. 
Fletcher — The  Octopus  as  a  Conjurer — Thought  for  the 
Month — To  our  Readers — The  Sheep  meets  a  Rival — 
Getting  it  Right — Rebuilding  in  Damascus — A  Day  in  a 
Kingfisher's  Life — Snowflakes  as  Big  as  Footballs  !  (Is.  8d. 
per  copy,  post  free.) 


The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National 
Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — 
Expansion — Book  Review  :  "  My  Life  and  Work  "  (con- 
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7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.   6d.) 


Braille     Mail.     Issued    every     Friday     in  interpointed 

Braille.     It  is  a  weekly   newspaper   giving  the  news   of 

the    world     and     keeping      the      blind      in  touch    with 
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Moon  type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news 
of  the  world.  (Subscription:  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post 
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Rescue — Seaweed  for  Speed — Silkworm  Secrets.  (Subscrip- 
tion :    Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


WANTED  by  the  Halifax  Society  for  the  Blind  a  Certi- 
ficated Home  Teacher  (Female).  Salary  £160  per 
annum.  Applications  stating  age,  qualifications,  etc., 
with  copies  of  two  testimonials,  to  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary,  Savile  Park,  Halifax. 
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interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel;     10  Braille   Watch; 
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MUSIC 

The   prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 
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6962  Part  1  :   Songs,  Sacred  and  Secular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Special 
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7033  "  Ave  Maria  "  ("  Give  Ear  unto  my  Prayer  "),  by  Arcadelt  (Vertical  score) 

7034  "  Adoration  "  (Massed  Voices  in  Unison),  by  Harold  E.  Watts 
Cantata — 

7035  Harvest  Cantata,  by  Garrett  (Vertical  score) 
Organ — 

7036  "  Minuet  Nuptiale,"  by  Lemare  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7037  "  Angelus,"  by  J.  Massenet  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7038  March  from  "  Abraham,"  by  B.  Molique  (arr.  by  E.  M.  Lott)    (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  siz 
Choral  Preludes,  by  Tertius  Noble  : — 
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7042  "  La  Coquette,"  by  Borowski  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7043  "  Midnight  Nocturne  "  (Midi),  by  J.  Field  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7044  Overture  "  Zampa,"  by  Herold  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7045  "  Suite  Mignon,"  by  Welton  Hickin  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7047  "  Rondo  in  D,"  by  Mozart  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
L.C.M.  Examination — 

7046  Primary — Preparatory  Manual,  Book  2,  containing  Scales,  Studies  and  Piece,  edited  by  G 

Frederick  J.  Kahn  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  . .  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ..21 

Piano  Duets — 

Three  Album  Leaves,  Op.  24,  by  Farjeon  : — 

7048  Primo  parts  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7049  Secondo  parts  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Dance — 

7050  "  La  Goya,"  Tango  Milonga,  by  Pierce  Latour  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7051  "  Babette,"  Song-  Waltz,  by  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  ..  ..  ... 

7052  "  When  you  and  I  were  Seventeen,"  Song-Waltz,  by  C.  Rosoff  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

7053  "  II  Bacio  "  (The  Dream  of  Home),  Vocal  Waltz,  by  Arditi  (C  :    Compass  B'  to  A') 

7054  "  The  Country's  the  Place  for  me,"  by  T.  C.  Sterndale  Bennett  (D  :  Compass  C  to  D'),  pocket 

7055  "  Lo  !  Here  the  Gentle  Lark,"  by  H.  R.  Bishop  (F  :   Compass  F  to  C"),  pocket  size 

7056  "  The  Cloths  of  Heaven,"  by  Dunhill  (C  :   Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7057  "  Galloping  Dick,"  by  Percy  E.  Fletcher  (D  :   Compass  C  natural  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7058  "  Glory  to  Thee,  my  God,  this  night  "  (Sacred),  by  Gounod  (D  :   Compass  D  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7059  "  When  the  Sergeant-Major's  on  Parade,"  by  E.  Longstaffe  (A  :   Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7060  "  Night  of  Stars  and  Night  of  Love  "  (Barcarolle),  by  Offenbach  (D  :   Compass  C  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7061  "  Young  Love  lies  Sleeping,"  by  Somervell  (B  flat  :  Compass  F  to  G'),  pocket  size 
Duet — 

7062  "  Two  Jolly  Fellows  "  (Tenor  and  Bass),  by  G.  F.  Vincent 2     0 
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The  prices  of  the  following  publications   are  subject  to    a    reduction  of   two-thirds  for  the 
the    blind    resident   in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
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Price  3d. 

3S.   PER  ANNUM.    POST   FREK 


THE    GROWTH    OF  THE    NATIONAL    INSTITUTE 


HE  adjective  "  National  "  is  a  word 
of  peculiar  attraction  ;  with  its 
younger  sisters  "  Imperial  "  and 
"  International  "  it  is  so  fascinating 
that  many  a  well-meaning  but 
youthful  body  has  endeavoured  to 
establish  alliance  with  it  before 
adolescence  has  ripened  into  matu- 
rity. This  is  an  unwise  procedure 
in  every  way.  Not  only  does  it 
react  inversely  on  the  growth  of 
the  aspirant,  but  it  saps  that  confidence  in 
genuine  national  bodies  which  is  so  essential 
to  their  efficiency  and  progress. 

The  history  of  all  healthy  national  bodies, 
as  of  peoples,  is  a  record  of  normal  growth. 
Rising  from  small  beginnings,  a  wise  people 
and  a  wise  organisation  pass  through  similar 
stages,  adding  each  year's  experience  of  success 
and  failure  as  an  asset  to  each  year's  work ; 
never  intercepting  nor  forestalling  natural 
growth,  but  ever  in  the  van  of  progress,  thus 
attaining  a  stability  each  year  more  sound 
and  sure. 

The  details  of  such  growth  are  invaluable 
to  those  who  wish  to  obtain  a  true  idea  of  the 
character  of  a  national  body  or  of  one  claiming 
to  be  such.  We  propose,  therefore,  to  trace 
very  briefly  the  history  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  from  its  beginnings  over  half  a 
century  ago  to  the  present  day,  so  that  we  may 
ascertain  exactly  by  what  right  that  organi- 
sation is  entitled  to  the  qualification 
""  National." 

The  foundation  of  the  Institute  was  laid  in 
1868,    when   the   British   and   Foreign   Blind 


Association  came  into  being  with  the  primary 
object  of  introducing  the  Braille  embossed 
system  into  England,  and  generally  improving 
embossed  literature  for  the  blind.  The  Asso- 
ciation very  soon  became  a  centre  for  supplying 
printed  books,  maps,  music,  frames  for  the 
writing  of  Braille  and  other  educational  ap- 
paratus for  the  blind,  whilst  a  system  of  Braille 
Music  Notation  was  introduced. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  institution  it  was 
realised  that  there  were  many  other  ways  by 
which  the  organisation  could  benefit  the  blind. 
The  publication  of  Braille  literature  opened  up 
new  fields  of  endeavour,  and,  as  financial  con- 
ditions permitted,  new  developments  on 
national  lines  were  initiated  to  cover  gaps  in 
local  work.  Steady  progress  was  made  up  to 
the  year  19 14,  when,  owing  to  the  large  funds 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council,  the 
present  Headquarters  were  opened  by  Their 
Majesties,  and  the  institution  became  known 
as  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Thus,  it  should  be  noted,  it  was  not  till  the 
work  of  the  Association  had  normally  become 
"  National  "  that  the  title  "  National  "  was 
adopted. 

Developments  followed  quickly.  In  19 14 
the  Moon  Society  for  embossing  literature  for 
the  blind  came  under  the  Institute's  manage- 
ment ;  a  committee  was  formed  to  assist  war- 
blinded  men,  resulting  in  the  establishment  of 
St.  Dunstan's  ;  the  Home  Teaching  Society 
for  the  Blind  became  affiliated  to,  and  the 
National  Institute  of  Massage  for  the  Blind  was 
incorporated  with,  the  Institute  ;  a  Hostel  for 
Blind  Women  was  opened,  and  two  Homes  for 
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Blind  Women  were  maintained  ;  the  first 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  in  the  Empire  was 
established  ;  the  Greater  London  Fund  for 
the  Blind,  a  combined  appeal  for  the  leading 
metropolitan  societies  and  institutions,  was 
initiated  ;  a  College  for  Blind  Girls  and  a 
Guest  House  for  the  Aged  Blind  were  opened. 

During  this  period  of  intensive  growth — 
from  1914  to  1921 — much  valuable  work  was 
also  accomplished  in  connection  with  the  relief 
of  the  blind  poor  and  the  education  and  training 
of  the  blind  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  But 
perhaps  the  most  important  phase  of  the  Insti- 
tute's activities  was  the  arrangements  made 
with  various  local  institutions  throughout  the 
country  for  sharing  money  collected  in  local 
areas  in  proportion  to  local  and  national  needs. 
Thus  a  policy  was  initiated  based  on  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  a  national  body,  a  simple  policy  dictated  by 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  blind  through- 
out the  country  were  in  need  of  assistance  in 
many  forms,  and  that  such  assistance  should 
have  as  its  primary  object  the  raising  of  the 
status  of  the  blind,  by  rendering  them  self- 
reliant  and  self-supporting. 

Another  most  interesting  feature  attendant 
on  the  extension  of  activities  was  the  fact  that 
to  hundreds  who  formerly  despaired  in  dark- 
ness a  career  of  industry  and  usefulness  was 
opened. 

At  the  end  of  1921  came  the  great  test  as  to 
the  fitness  of  the  Institute  to  call  itself 
"  National."  Greatness  is  proved  more  in 
misfortune  than  in  success,  and  the  history  of 
the  Institute  during  the  years  succeeding  1921 
proves  that  those  responsible  for  the  direction 
of  its  work  have  faithfully  fulfilled  the  national 
trust  that  has  been  placed  in  them. 

The  main  disturbing  factors  in  1921  were 
the  abnormal  trade  depression,  the  high  cost 
of  living  and  the  consequent  inflation  of  prices 
and  wages,  these  steadily  increasing  the  cost  of 
collection  and  administration,  while  receipts 
from  the  public  as  steadily  declined. 

To  meet  the  altered  situation,  the  Council 
and  Standing  Committee  were  re-organised 
and  extended  on  lines  initiated  from  within, 
and  this  process  of  extension  is  being  steadily 
pursued. 

The  reconstructed  Council — still  existing — 
consists  of  nineteen  members,  all  of  whom  are 
men  and  women  of  experience  in  adminis- 
tration and  organisation,  coming  from  many 
different  parts  of  the  country. 


Their  immediate  duties  in  1921  were  to  meet 
the  increasing  expenditure  of  maintaining  the 
Institute's  work,  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
many  societies  for  the  blind  which  looked  to 
the  Institute  each  year  for  financial  support, 
to  introduce  all  possible  economies,  and  to 
stimulate  the  interest  of  the  public  in  the 
Institute's  work. 

So  successful  were  the  results  of  the  courage- 
ous policy  adopted  that  instead  of  drastic  reduc- 
tion of  activities,  the  Institute's  work  was 
extended  in  many  directions. 

Since  1921,  the  Home  Industries  Scheme  for 
the  Blind,  in  the  counties  of  Sussex,  Kent, 
Surrey,  Hants  and  London  South  of  the 
Thames,  has  come  into  force  ;  two  further 
Homes  for  Blind  Babies  have  been  established  ; 
a  Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home  is  main- 
tained at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea  ;  and  the 
production  of  embossed  literature  has  been 
materially  increased. 

In  addition,  the  Institute  has  continued  its- 
policy  of  assisting  financially  the  work  of  local 
institutions  throughout  the  country  to  the 
extent  of  (approximately)  £125,000  since  the 
end  of  1921. 

Judged  on  this  record,  the  Institute's  claim 
to  be  "  National  "  appears  to  us  to  be  amply 
justified.  Having  proved  its  vitality  not  only 
during  the  years  of  plenty  but  during  the  years 
of  famine,  the  policy  of  the  Institute  is  still 
healthily  progressive,  and  next  month  we  hope 
to  give  an  outline  of  the  main  principles  by 
which  the  Council  proposes  to  be  actuated  in 
the  near  future.  The  results  of  the  application 
of  such  principles,  as  they  are  unveiled  month 
by  month,  we  hope  also  to  set  before  our 
readers,  trusting  that  in  so  doing  we  are 
assisting,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  a  noble  work, 
nobly  conceived  and  nobly  carried  out. 

The  Editor. 


THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  February  they  were  notified  of  2  5 
new  cases.  The  sum  of  £440  6s.  jd.  was 
expended  in  relief  and  that  of  £25  in  training 
fees.  Gifts  to  the  value  of  £45  3s.  2d.  were 
distributed. 

It  is  now  the  definite  policy  of  the  Institute 
to  administer  relief  and  other  forms  of 
assistance  through  the  appropriate  County 
Associations. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN     THE     WORLD     OF     THE     BLIND 

Mr.    PERCY    LINNEY    WAY,    C.S.M.M.G.,    F.R.C.O. 


HE  subject  of  this  month's  bio- 
graphy affords  a  striking  example 
of  a  blind  helper  of  the  blind. 

It     will     be     remembered    that 
recently    there     appeared     in     The 
Beacon    an   interesting   account    of 
the     work 
under- 
taken     by 
a  n  d     on 
behalf     of 

blind     masseurs     and 

masseuses  in  this 

country.    The  articles 

in  question  were 

from  the  pen  of  Mr. 

Percy    Linney     Way, 

C.S.M.M.G.,        F.R.C.O., 

than  whom  no  one  in 
England  is  more 
adequately  fitted  to 
write  on  the  subject 
in  question.  Mr.  Way's 
name  is  well  known 
to  the  sighted  as  well 
as  to  the  blind 
members  of  the  pro- 
fession of  which  he 
himself  stands  in  the 
foremost  rank. 

He  was  born  in 
Colon,  on  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  in  1882. 
His  father  was  at  the 
time  General  Super- 
intendent of  the  Royal 
Mail  Steam  Packet 
Company  in  that  city, 
but  eighteen  months 
after  the  birth  of  their 
son  the  family  returned  to  England.  Here  the 
lad  received  a  sound  general  education,  first  at 
home  and  later  at  school  in  Ditchling,  Surrey, 
until  there  occurred  that  tragedy  which  was  to 
alter  the  course  of  his  life,  and  from  which  was 
to  spring  so  great  a  measure  of  good.  Mr. 
Way  was  eleven  years  old  when  he  was  acci- 
dentally shot  by  one  of  the  masters  at  his 
school,  receiving  injuries  which  caused  the 
total  loss  of  his  eyesight.  Even  at  that  early 
age  he  showed  the  indomitable  courage  and 
pluck   which  he   has   maintained   throughout 
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his  life.  Then,  as  now,  the  word  "  defeat  " 
was  not  admitted  into  his  vocabulary  ;  then, 
as  now,  he  displayed  that  attitude  towards  life 
which  can  best  be  summed  up  in  the  words  : — 
"  I  am  the  Master  of  my  fate, 
I  am  the  Captain  of  my  soul." 

At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  was  sent 
to  the  Royal  Normal 
College,  Upper  Nor- 
wood. Here,  in 
addition  to  his  genera- 
education,  he  studied 
music,  specialising  in 
piano  and  organ.  His 
organ  instructor  was 
Mr.  Henry  Balfour, 
the  present  conductor 
of  the  Royal  Choral 
Society.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  Mr.Way  left 
the  College,  having 
taken  the  examination 
for  the  Associateship 
of  the  Royal  College 
of  Organists,  and  sub- 
sequently filled  the 
post  of  organist  and 
choirmaster  at  Christ 
Church,  Albany  Street, 
London,  N.W. 

His  attention  was 
then  called  to  the 
possibilities  of  a 
successful  career  as  a 
masseur,  and  in  19 13 
he  took  up  the  study 
of  that  profession, 
receiving  his  training 
from  the  late  Dr. 
Fletcher  Little,  M.B.(Cantab),  M.R.C.P.(Eng.), 
and  at  the  National  Institute  School  of  Massage 
in  191 5-16.  For  a  number  of  years  he  success- 
fully carried  on  the  two  professions  of  masseur 
and  organist  and  choirmaster,  until  in  19 16  he 
decided  to  sit  for  the  examinations  of  the  Incor- 
porated Society  of  Trained  Masseuses,  now 
known  as  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage 
and  Medical  Gymnastics. 

He  passed  the  Society's  Examination  in 
massage  in  competition  with  approximately 
300   sighted  candidates,  and  heading  the  list 
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with  distinction.  A  few  months  later  he 
joined  the  teaching  staff  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute Massage  School,  and  in  19 17  he  sat  for  the 
Chartered  Society's  examination  of  Medical 
Gymnastics,  again  receiving  distinction  and 
heading  the  pass  list.  His  massage  work  now 
occupied  so  large  a  proportion  of  his  time  that 
in  19 1 9  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  post 
of  organist  and  choirmaster  at  Christ  Church, 
Albany  Street.  Besides  teaching,  he  carried  on 
the  profession  of  a  practising  masseur,  which 
necessitated  a  considerable  amount  of  travel- 
ling and  occupied  no  small  amount  of  time. 
Mr.  Way  has  always  travelled  about  in  a  most 
independent  manner  without  a  guide,  to  the 
wonder  of  the  uninitiated  who  have  often  ex- 
pressed surprise  when  told  that  he  could  not  see. 

The  Massage  School  of  the  National  Institute 
soon  began  to  assume  considerable  proportions, 
and  there  was  a  growing  feeling  that  an  associa- 
tion should  be  formed  which  should  safeguard 
the  interests  of  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses, 
and  generally  care  for  their  progress  and  well- 
being.  The  matter  was  mooted  to  the  late  Sir 
Arthur  Pearson,  who  expressed  his  entire  ap- 
proval of  the  scheme,  and  deputed  Mr.  Way 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  its  development. 
A  Committee  of  Blind  Masseurs  was  gathered 
together,  and  there  came  into  being  the 
Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs, 
incorporated  under  the  Board  of  Trade  and  now 
a  flourishing  body  with  a  membership  of  167. 

The  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 
under  the  Board  of  Trade  was  signed  by  seven 
blind  men,  and  constitutes  the  only  document 
of  its  kind  in  existence.  Mr.  Way  acted  as 
Chairman  of  the  Association  for  four  years. 
He  also  represented  the  interests  of  sighted  as 
well  as  blind  masseurs  on  the  Council  of  the 
Chartered  Society  of  Massage  for  several  years, 
and  was  for  some  time  Chairman  of  their 
Finance  Committee. 

In  1 92 1  he  extended  his  field  of  operations 
as  a  private  masseur  by  removing  with  his 
family  to  Wallington,  Surrey,  still  continuing 
his  work  as  teacher  at  the  Institute's  School  of 
Massage.  He  also  acts  as  adviser  to  post- 
graduate students  and  practising  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses  in  the  selection  of  books 
borrowed  for  purposes  of  study  from  the 
excellent  medico-scientific  library  attached  to 
the  Massage  Department. 

In  a  life  of  so  physically  exacting  a  nature  it 
is  impossible  to  take  a  great  deal  of  exercise.. 
Mr.   Way's   recreations  are  therefore  for  the 


most  part  of  a  sedentary  and  intellectual  nature. 
He  is  an  omnivorous  reader,  and  indulges  in 
the  perusal  of  all  kinds  of  literature  :  essays, 
histories,  biographies — to  say  nothing  of  the 
latest  fiction — are  all  grist  to  his  mill,  whilst 
he  keeps  himself  up-to-date  in  his  profession 
by  reading  the  latest  books  dealing  with  that 
subject.  He  is  a  keen  "  listener-in,"  and  has 
begun  to  interest  himself  in  wireless  construc- 
tion— a  subject  which  he  hopes  to  go  into 
more  fully  in  the  future.  He  is  the  father  of 
two  bonny  children,  in  whose  education  and 
pursuits  he  takes  the  very  liveliest  interest. 

He  keeps  in  touch  with  his  past  pupils,  and 
is  ever  ready  to  give  them  the  advice  and 
assistance  which  his  experience  as  a  teacher 
and  a  practitioner  renders  so  valuable.  His 
natural  capacity  for  imparting  knowledge  and 
the  keen  interest  which  he  takes  in  his  subject, 
allied  to  a  charming  personality  coupled  with  a 
ready  wit,  have  secured  his  success  as  a 
lecturer  and  instructor,  whilst  his  great  ability 
as  a  practising  masseur  is  admitted  by  all  who 
have  experienced  his  ministrations. 

As  readers  are  aware,  it  is  now  generally 
admitted  that  massage  is  an  eminently  suitable 
profession  for  those  sightless  people  who 
possess  the  necessary  physical  and  mental 
qualifications,  and  the  concluding  words  of  his 
recent  article  on  the  subject  express  in  a 
nutshell  Mr.  Way's  encouraging  view  of  this 
subject  : — 

"  Massage,"  he  says,  "  is  a  profession  for 
which  the  blind  have  shown  themselves  to  be 
peculiarly  fitted,  and  in  which  they  may  justly 
hope  to  achieve  ever  more  and  more  success. 
To  blind  men  and  women  of  the  right  type, 
possessed  of  the  right  temperament,  and  armed 
with  the  highest  qualifications  which  can  be 
obtained,  it  offers  unrivalled  opportunities  for 
self-expression  and  self-development,  and  opens 
up  a  sphere  of  useful  work  of  the  type  best 
calculated  to  nurture  that  self-esteem  and  inde- 
pendence of  spirit  without  which  life  must 
always  seem  unprofitable." 

The  truth  of  these  remarks  has  been 
abundantly  demonstrated  during  the  last 
decade,  and  the  present  writer  would  lay 
stress  on  the  general  value  of  the  course  of 
study  and  the  mutual  sharpening  of  wits 
which  open  up  a  new  and  intellectual  life  to 
the  blind  man  or  woman  who  has  taken  up 
this  interesting  career. 

With  his  wide  interests,  his  cultured  tastes, 
and  his  cheery  outlook  on  life,  there  could  be 
no  finer  representative  of  the  profession  of 
Massage  than  Mr.  Percy  Linney  Way. 
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THE    THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF   THE 
VOLUNTARY  PRINCIPLE 


By   BEN  PURSE 


T  will  at  once  be  agreed  that  most 
readers  of  The  Beacon  are  directly 
interested  in  welfare  work  on  behalf 
of  the  blind.  There  can  be  no 
other  outstanding  reason  by  which 
they  can  possibly  be  influenced  in 
regularly  reading  such  a  periodical. 
That  being  so,  we  can  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  theory  and 
practice  of  the  voluntary  principle 
in  the  affairs  of  the  blind,  without 
paasing  to  explain  many  things  which  other- 
wise would  have  to  be  accounted  for. 

It  appears  to  have  become  fashionable  in 
certain  quarters  not  merely  to  speak  dis- 
paragingly of  the  voluntary  system  of  caring 
'  for  the  blind,  but  apparently  to  apply  to  the 
whole  scheme  of  things  such  unwarrantable 
epithets  and  destructive  criticisms  as  are 
designed  to  convey  the  impression  that  the 
very  existence  of  such  a  system  is  a  menace  to 
the  well-being  of  the  blind  community.  It 
would  be  understandable  if  the  critics  of  the 
voluntary  principle  were  learned  men  and 
women,  administrators  or  sociologists,  or  even 
people  keenly  interested  in  the  economics  of 
welfare  work.  Under  such  conditions  one 
might  naturally  infer  that  their  experiences 
were  leading  to  the  adoption  of  other  basic 
conclusions,  but  this  is  emphatically  not  the 
case.  For  the  most  part,  this  abusive  and 
destructive  criticism  emanates  from  the  very 
people  upon  whom  are  being  conferred  all 
the  privileges  and  all  the  benefits  which  the 
system  is  capable  of  yielding. 

We  have  then  to  consider  what  course  of 
procedure  must  be  adopted  in  order  to  coun- 
teract these  sinister  and  ill-natured  influences. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  sufficiently  understood 
that  the  voluntary  principle,  in  its  scope  and 
operations,  is  entirely  due  to  the  spontaneous 
good-will  of  individuals  in  the  community, 
whose  motives  are  dictated  by  the  highest 
possible  considerations ;  and,  were  it  not  for 
that  spirit  of  good-will  by  which  they  are 
actuated,  the  position  of  the  blind  to-day 
would  be  far  less  satisfactory  than  it  is.  These 
advantages,  therefore,  come  to  us  as  the  result 
of  humanitarian  considerations.  We  have  no 
sort  of  fundamental  right  to  this  treatment — 
no  legal  claim  or  prescriptive  title  from  which 


we  are  being  withheld  by  the  operations  either 
of  civil  or  economic  law.  There  is  certainly 
no  cause  for  complaint,  so  far  as  the  moral 
law  is  concerned,  for  its  tenets  are,  as  we  have 
already  observed,  being  exercised  all  the  time 
in  the  expression  of  acts  of  clemency  and 
goodness.  What,  then,  we  are  entitled  to  ask, 
is  there  wrong  with  the  system  of  caring  for 
handicapped  people,  that  there  should  be  such 
a  manifestation  of  discontent  ? 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  noise  of  the 
big  drum  does  not  always  indicate  that  the 
other  members  of  the  band  are  incapable  of 
giving  forth  enjoyable  music ;  and  in  like 
manner  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  the  entire 
community  of  sightless  people  are  either  un- 
mindful of  the  philanthropy  of  others,  or  lacking 
in  appreciation  of  all  that  is  being  done  on 
their  behalf.  Indeed,  there  is  a  considerable 
body  of  well-informed  opinion  among  the 
blind — opinion  that  is  growing  in  volume 
and  influence — which  is  not  prepared  to  tolerate 
this  unseemly  attitude.  Rather  is  it  resolved 
to  put  an  end  to  the  flamboyant  nonsense 
which  emanated  from  a  particular  school 
notorious  for  its  shallow  thinking  and  equally 
ill-considered  declamations.  If  the  principle 
emanating  from  such  quarters  were  to  hold 
the  field,  the  blind  community  would  soon 
revert  to  a  system  where  the  exercise  of 
initiative  and  capacity  would  altogether  be 
discounted  in  the  Utopian  scheme  of  things. 

Some  1 5  years  ago  a  compromise  was 
reached  between  those  who  stood  for  the 
voluntary  principle  in  the  affairs  of  the  blind, 
and  those  who  held  the  doctrine  of  the  necessity 
for  State  intervention  on  their  behalf.  It  was 
a  perfectly  honourable  and  understandable 
arrangement.  It  brought  with  it  many 
important  reforms  in  administration,  and 
culminated  in  the  passing  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act  in  the  year  1920. 

The  present  system  may  be  said  to  represent 
the  via  media  in  the  polemics  of  the  blind ;  for 
it  has  secured  to  us  reasonable  assistance  from 
the  State,  the  County  and  County  Borough 
authorities,  and  at  the  same  time  seeks  to  pre- 
serve and  foster  the  growth  of  the  voluntary 
principle  on  the  solid  ground  of  expediency 
and  practical  utility.  Such  a  compromise  has 
been  more  than  justified,  and  not  one  can  be 
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found  so  unwise  as  to  desire  to  repudiate  that 
arrangement.  In  view  of  the  extravagant 
demands  that  are  now  being  made  upon  the 
State,  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  must  begin 
to  ask  ourselves,  how  far'  are  we  justified  in 
further  calling  upon  the  State  and  the  local 
authorities  for  additional  expenditure.  We 
have  a  right  to  satisfy  ourselves  on  the  point 
as  to  whether  present  forms  of  assistance  are, 
in  reality,  building  up  such  a  standard  of 
independence  in  the  blind  community  as  to 
leave  the  impression  that  all  is  well.  We  are 
not  at  all  sure  of  this,  for  the  tendencies  would 
seem  to  be  to  exact  the  greatest  possible  amount 
of  service  from  the  State  and  the  Municipalities, 
without  making  any  reasonable  contribution  in 
return  to  justify  present  forms  of  assistance. 
We  must  be  prepared  to  make  such  efforts 
individually  and  collectively  as  may  result  in 
extracting  from  the  State  only  such  a  minimum 
form  of  help  as  cannot  be  secured  by  our  own 
earning  power.  The  State  and  the  Local 
Authorities  are  expending  quite  £600,000 
annually  on  welfare  work  on  behalf  of  the 
blind.  This  figure  does  not  take  account  of 
sums  allocated  to  elementary  education,  nor 
yet  of  the  monies  provided  by  the  Board  of 
Education  for  general  training  and  higher 
education  purposes.  Apart  also  from  special 
educational  endowments,  privately  controlled, 
about  £80,000  per  annum  is  administered  by 
the  various  Pensions  Societies,  and  a  sum  of 
approximately  £250,000  is  raised  annually  and 
administered  by  the  voluntary  agencies. 

It  is  quite  safe  to  say,  therefore,  that  no 
section  of  disabled  people  in  the  community 
receives  anything  like  the  same  volume  of 
financial  assistance  as  do  the  blind.  Not,  be  it 
observed,  because  they  have  an  unrivalled 
claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  people,  but 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  voluntary 
principle  has  expressed  itself  in  our  favour,  and 
because  of  the  propaganda  work  that  has  been 
done  on  our  behalf,  which  has  been  more 
systematic  and  more  intense  than  that  under- 
taken in  respect  of  other  handicapped  people. 

The  very  fact  that  such  help  has  been  avail- 
able seems  to  have  given  rise  to  certain 
erroneous  impressions,  for  it  has  been  seriously 
advanced  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  the 
blind  have  far-reaching  claims  upon  the  State — 
fundamental  rights  from  which  they  are  being 
withheld  by  present  administrators. 

When  privileges  are  being  conferred  upon 
an  individual  or  a  number  of  individuals,  it  is 
not  usually  a  far  cry  to  so  construe  such  actions 


as  ultimately  to  regard  these  concessions  as 
rights  to  be  cherished  and  retained  at  all  costs. 
Usually  it  is  possible  to  find  some  historical 
precedent  for  such  action  or  actions,  and  to  urge 
some  prescriptive  right  that  has  been  invaded, 
and  it  not  infrequently  happens  that  the  rever- 
sion apparently  means  merely  a  restoration  to 
real  ownership.  However  that  may  be,  no 
such  argument  can  have  the  slightest  weight  in 
the  case  under  review.  The  growth  of  the 
spirit  and  attitude  which  express  good-will 
never  justify  the  beneficiaries  in  attempting 
to  prostitute  the  motives  which  inspire  these 
ethical  conceptions.  This  is  what  we  appear 
either  to  ignore  or  forget  in  our  analysis  of  the 
voluntary  principle.  We  seem  to  be  disposed 
to  treat  acts  of  benevolence  as  though  they 
were  the  mere  stock-in-trade  of  rival  political 
factions,  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  such  actions 
are  in  the  last  resort  the  prerogative  of  the 
individual. 

The  voluntary  principle  is  a  much  more 
valuable  asset  than  the  tradings  and  triflings 
of  political  parties.  Its  strengthening  and  sus- 
taining hands  have  been  stretched  out  to 
succour  needy  people  throughout  the  ages,, 
while  politicians  have  been  engaged  in  cease- 
less party  controversy,  oftentimes  to  the  com- 
plete neglect  of  urgently  -  pressing  social 
problems  ;  and  we  are  asked,  forsooth,  to 
agree  to  regard  the  welfare  of  the  blind  as  one 
of  those  self-same  political  problems  which 
must  rest  for  its  existence  upon  the  vicissitudes 
of  political  life.  The  history  of  philanthropy  in 
this  country  has  been  and  still  is  an  unbroken 
record  of  magnificent  achievement.  Its  con- 
structive efforts  and  practical  wisdom  have 
guided  the  conduct  of  politicians  when  no 
other  experience  would  have  been  of  material 
value  in  the  matter  of  initiating  far-reaching 
social  changes.  Why  should  this  great  work 
be  relegated  to  the  sphere  of  party  politics 
simply  at  the  behest  of  a  few  people  (amateurs, 
for  the  most  part)  who  believe  it  to  be  their 
mission  to  regenerate  the  world. 

We  are  quite  prepared  to  agree  that  there 
has  grown  up  in  the  community  a  lofty  and  a 
commendable  ethical  conception  concerning 
the  treatment  which  ought  to  be  meted  out  to 
sightless  people.  This  consideration  has 
doubtless  given  rise  to  the  assumption  that  the 
State  may  be  required  to  make  liberal  pro- 
vision for  a  large  body  of  citizens  whose 
contributions,  in  the  form  of  economic  service,, 
are  of  a  negligible  character,  not  nearly  sufficient 
to  guarantee  the  barest  necessities  of  existence 
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to  those  immediately  concerned.  Whatever 
may  be  the  ethical  conception  of  a  nation,  in 
the  final  analysis,  only  those  citizens  who 
reach  a  standard  of  normal  physical  and  mental 
efficiency  possess  the  authority  to  determine 
the  degree  of  comfort  which  may  be  provided 
for  those  of  negligible  economic  worth.  This 
is  perhaps  a  brutal  way  of  putting  both  the 
theory  and  practice  of  economic  law,  but  in 
the  interests  of  all  concerned  plain  speaking 
can  do  no  harm. 

If  this  process  of  reasoning  be  correct,  upon 
what  premise  does  the  contention  rest  that 
handicapped  people  have  fundamental  rights 
from  which  they  are  being  withheld  by  the 
State  ?  We  are  only  free  to  make  demands  upon 
society  in  proportion  to  our  ability  to  partici- 
pate in  its  normal  functions,  and  those  whose 
capacity  to  render  service  is  considerably 
below  the  normal  level  must  be  satisfied  to 
take  that  which  may  come  to  them  beyond 
their  economic  worth  as  the  spontaneous  gift 
of  the  community,  not  as  a  right  which  they 
are  capable  of  enforcing.  Most  of  us  are  quite 
prepared  to  trust  to  the  innate  goodness  of  the 
race  in  these  matters.  Experience  abundantly 
justifies  this  trust ;  but  if  we  have  any  doubts  as 
to  the  kindliness  of  heart  which  has  influenced 
mankind  towards  us  at  every  stage  of  our 
industrial  development,  let  us  look  more 
closely  into  the  history  of  the  philanthropic 
movements  of  this  and  other  countries,  and 
we  venture  to  affirm  that  such  students  will  be 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  survey. 

We  are  so  frequently  reminded  of  the  alleged 
rights  of  the  blind  that  we  have  grown  almost 
accustomed  to  accept  these  loosely-woven 
sentences  without  reservation.  It  is  interesting 
to  observe,  however,  that  these  self-same 
people  never  seem  to  think  that  sightless  folk 
also  have  duties  to  perform ;  and  it  would  be 
well  if  we  could  hear  less  talk  about  the  en- 
forcement of  fundamental  rights,  and  pay 
more  attention  to  the  performance  of  real 
duties. 

When,  some  years  ago,  the  writer  ventured 
to  put  this  view-point  to  a  colleague,  he  was 
told  not  to  be  indiscreet.  Such  an  unpleasant 
reminder  would  not  be  popular,  and  it  was  the 
kind  of  language  which  we  might  expect  to 
hear  expressed  by  the  employers.  At  all  events, 
he  was  told  that  it  was  not  a  doctrine  to  be 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  workers. 

We  are  hearing  a  great  deal  just  now  about 
the  regulation  of  wages,  and  we  are  told  that 
the  minimum  standard  to  be  observed  must  be 


far  above  the  present  level  of  remuneration 
which  is  being  paid  to  blind  employees.  Sig- 
nificantly enough,  we  are  never  informed  as  to 
the  increased  labour  value  which  is  to  be 
derived  either  by  the  State  or  the  Municipali- 
ties, or  even  by  voluntary  institutions,  for  the 
appreciable  increases  in  wages  that  are  to  be 
secured  when  this  blessed  millennium  arrives. 

If  the  truth  must  be  told  it  really  amounts 
to  this,  that  there  is  actually  no  question  of 
economic  wages  involved.  Those  rates  have 
already  been  secured,  and  in  addition  other 
emoluments  obtained.  What  is  really  required 
is  substantial  relief,  and  it  is  thought  that  by 
applying  the  misnomer  of  wage  conditions,  a 
tendency  to  obscure  the  real  issue  will  have 
been  raised. 

These  disguises  are  much  too  thin,  and  are 
so  transparent  in  character  as  no  longer  to 
deceive  anyone  who  is  in  touch  with  the 
problem.  So  long  as  it  is  possible  to  toy  in 
this  fashion  with  great  social  problems,  those 
responsible  for  present  administration  have 
nothing  about  which  to  feel  particularly 
anxious. 

To  standardise  income  in  the  way  suggested 
would  kill  initiative,  and  so  stultify  capacity 
as  to  simply  develop  a  form  of  outdoor  relief 
which  would  justify  the  authorities  in  declining 
to  spend  money  either  on  training  or  on  the 
provision  of  employment  facilities.     The  re- 
tention of  the  present  system  in  which  there  is 
reasonable  co-operation  between  the  State,  the 
Local  Authorities  and  the  Voluntary  Agencies, 
with  such  modifications  and  changes  as  time 
and  experience  may  suggest,  offers  the  only 
rational    alternative    to    the    policy    of   retro- 
gression which  is  now  being  voiced  from  the 
housetops.       The     sanity    of    the    voluntary 
principle    in    educational    and    administrative 
work  is   directed  to  minimising  the  disabilities 
of  blindness,  whereas  some  people  appear  to 
be  anxious  so  to  magnify  our  handicaps  as  to 
give  to  them   the   exalted  status   of  a  profes- 
sion or  a   trade.      They   form   combinations, 
and   dignify    them    by    the    name    of    Trade 
Unions.     They  manufacture  grievances  from 
which  sightless  folk  are  said  to  suffer  in  some 
peculiar   fashion,   and   make   such   grievances 
the   insignia    of  their   Trade    Unionism,    and 
blindness   would   seem   to   be  the   only   trade 
they  are  prepared  to  follow. 

The  theory  and  practice  of  the  voluntary 
principle  has  raised  great  monuments  of  use- 
fulness in  every  large  centre  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  indeed  throughout   the  civilised 
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world ;  and  such  monuments  are  in  themselves 
the  most  effective  refutation  of  the  calumny 
and  abuse  with  which  philanthropic  effort  is 
so  often  assailed. 

**» 
THE  NEW  BLIND  BALLOT 

IN  last  month's  issue  of  The  Beacon  we  pub- 
lished the  balance  sheet  with  auditor's 
certificate  of  the  New  Blind  Ballot.  From  this 
it  was  seen  that  the  surplus  received  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  £5,287  10s.  8d.  The  arrangement 
which  had  been  made  was  that  one-quarter  of 
the  surplus  should  be  retained  by  the  National 
Institute  ;  one-quarter  should  go  to  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind,  the  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind  and  Worcester 
College  for  the  Blind ;  one-quarter  to  the 
Workshops  participating  in  the  Greater  London 
Fund  for  the  Blind  ;  and  one-quarter  to  Pro- 
vincial Institutions.  Both  the  National  Library 
for  the  Blind  and  the  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind  having  withdrawn  their  claim  to  a  share, 
the  following  allocations  have  been  made  : — 

£  s.  d. 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  .  .  1,321  17  8 
Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  .  .  1,321  17  8 
Greater    London    Fund    Participating 

Societies,  namely  : — 
Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women 
(with   which   is   incorporated   Eyes 
to  the  Blind  Society)            .  .          .  .        220     6     3 
Blind  Employment  Factory,  Waterloo 
Road    (Department    of    the    Royal 
School  for  the  Indigent  Blind)        .  .        220     6     3 
Incorporated  Association  for  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  Blind 220     6     3 

London  Association  for  the  Blind      .  .        220     6     4 
London     Society    for    Teaching    and 
Training  the   Blind  (with  which  is 
incorporated   West    London  Work- 
shops for  the  Blind)  . .  .  .        220     6     4 
Workshop  for  the  Blind  of  Kent        .  .        220     6     3 

The  remaining .  quarter  is  being  held  up 
pending  an  agreement  as  to  division  being 
settled  by  the  participating  provincial  societies. 

BARCLAY    HOME    FOR    BLIND    GIRLS 

THE  Spring  Sale  of  the  Barclay  Home  for 
Blind  Girls  was  opened  at  the  Grand 
Hotel,  Brighton,  on  March  1 2th,  by  Viscountess 
Burnham.  The  exhibition, which  was  beautifully 
arranged,  was  in  charge  of  the  Lady  Superin- 
tendent, and  members  of  the  staff.  There  were 
examples  of  all  the  woven  and  knitted  goods 
for  which  the  Home  holds  so  high  a  reputation, 
finished  articles  and  material  finding  ready 
purchasers.  The  predominant  note  in  the 
designs  was  gaiety  of  colour. 


THE   HENRY    STAINSBY 
MEMORIAL   FUND 

WE  again  call  our  readers'  attention  to 
the  Henry  Stainsby  Memorial  Fund,  of 
which  particulars  were  given  in  our  last  issue. 
The  object  of  the  Fund  is  to  present  gifts  to 
pupils  of  recognised  Institutions  and  Colleges, 
for  the  Blind  on  completion  of  their  trainings 
such  gifts  to  take  the  form  of  special  apparatus, 
Braille  writers,  watches,  or  other  useful  ap- 
pliances. All  gifts  should  be  of  such  a  nature 
as  not  to  relieve  any  institution,  society  or 
agency  of  its  obligations  ;  and  each  gift  should 
bear  an  inscription  :  "  Henry  Stainsby  Mem- 
orial Gift." 

Again  we  would  say  that  we  feel  confident 
that  the  many  friends  who  knew  Mr.  Stainsby 
personally  and  appreciated  the  importance  of 
his  work,  will  wish  to  be  associated  with,  and 
to  subscribe  to,  this  Memorial  Fund. 
*%* 

COLLEGE  OF  TEACHERS  OF 
THE  BLIND 

THE  next  Home  Teachers'  Examination 
will  be  held  from  i8th  to  22nd  May, 
1926,  at  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss 
Cottage,  London,  N.W.3,  and — providing  a 
sufficient  number  of  candidates  present  them- 
selves— at  Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Manchester.  Those  wishing  to  enter  for  the 
examination  should  apply  for  a  form  of  ap- 
plication to  the  Hon.  Registrar  of  the  College, 
224  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.i.  All 
forms  of  application  must  be  returned  by 
April  1 6th,  1926. 

The  School  Teachers'  Examination  will  be 
held  at  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage, 
London,  N.W.3,  on  October  19th  and  20th, 
1926;  and  forms  of  application  can  now  be 
obtained,  and  must  be  returned  to  the  Hon.. 
Registrar  not  later  than  September  16th,  1926. 

BY  the  winning  of  a  Craven  Scholarship  at 
Cambridge,  Mr.  S.  G.  Cherrett,  who  was 
at  King  Edward's  School  from  1916  to  1923, 
and  then  went  up  to  Christ's  College  with  an 
Open  Classical  Scholarship,  becomes  the  fifth 
Old  Edwardian  within  the  last  century  to 
gain  this  most  coveted  distinction.  He  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  Sidney  R.  Cherrett,  a  qualified 
blind  masseur,  who  has  worked  in  close  touch 
with  the  Massage  Department  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  for  some  time  past,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Association  of  Certificated 
Blind  Masseurs. 
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OBITUARY. 

MAJOR  ARTHUR  WILLIAM  MAUNSELL 
ATTHILL,   M.V.O.,    O.B.E. 

IT  is  with  profound  regret  that  we  record 
the  death,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness,  of 
Major  Arthur  William  Maunsell  Atthill, 
M.V.O.,  O.B.E.,  late  Social  Secretary  of  the 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind.  Major 
Atthill  passed  away  on  February  28th,  at 
Bushey,  Herts.,  where  he  resided  after  leaving 
Norwich. 

Known  in  East  Anglia  for  over  twenty 
years  as  the  "  Old  Soldiers'  Friend,"  he  was 
the  only  surviving  son 
of  the  late  Henry 
Maunsell  Atthill,  of 
Ardvarney,  County 
Fermanagh,  nephew  of 
the  late  Hon.  John 
Grey  Porter  Atthill, 
Chief  Justice  of  St. 
Lucia,  and  grandson  of 
the  Rev.  William  Atthill, 
M.A.,  of  Barndeston 
Hall,  Norfolk,  Preb- 
endary of  Clogher  and 
Rector  of  Fintona  and 
Magheraculmony, 
County  Tyrone. 

Possessing  a  very 
extensive  knowledge  of 
military  matters,  Major 
Atthill  was  a  contribu- 
tor to  the  Press  under 
the  pen-name  of 
"Fusilier."  In  1890 
he  founded  the  Irish 
Society  of  East  Anglia, 
of  which  he  was  for 
some  years    joint  hon 


orary  secretary  and 
finally  president.  In 
1893   he  instituted  the 

annual  dinner  to  all  the  soldiers  and  sailors  in 
Norfolk  who  were  in  possession  of  medals  for 
active  service  or  for  long  service  and  good 
conduct.  He  acted  as  honorary  secretary  to 
the  Fund  until  1905,  and  was  instrumental  in  ob- 
taining for  old  soldiers  and  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  many  deceased  veterans  monetary 
grants  or  other  substantial  and  sorely-needed 
relief.  In  1898  he  founded  the  Royal  Norfolk 
Veterans'  Association.  In  1907  the  Royal 
Victorian  Order,  Fourth  Class,  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  King  Edward  at  Sandringham. 


He  was  chairman  for  over  twenty  years  of 
the  Royal  Norfolk  Veterans'  Association, 
district  head  for  Norwich,  and  assistant  hon- 
orary secretary  for  East  Norfolk  of  the 
Incorporated  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Help 
Society  ;  also  a  member  of  the  committee 
of  the  Norfolk  Patriotic  Association  and  of 
the  Old  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Dinner  Fund, 
and  a  Fellow  of  the  Chartered  Institute 
of  Secretaries.  In  command  of  the  2nd 
Norfolk  Volunteer  Service  Company,  he  took 
part  with  the  2nd  Batt.  Norfolk  Regiment  in 
the  operations  in  North-west  Transvaal  under 
Major-General  Kekewich  until  the  conclusion 
of  hostilities  in  May, 
1902,  receiving  the 
South  African  medal 
with  five  clasps.  He 
had  just  completed  his 
annual  training  as  an 
officer  of  the  Regular 
Reserve  in  19 14  when 
he  was  recalled  for  per- 
manent service,  and 
took  over  the  duties 
of  Officer  Command 
Supply  and  Transport, 
Harwich  Coast  De- 
fences, subsequently 
holding  appointments 
as  Chief  Supply  Officer, 
Cairo,  Egypt  ;  O.C., 
Field  Supply,  Suvla, 
Gallipoli;O.C.,A.S.C, 
Plymouth  Garrison  ; 
and  O.C.  Troops,. 
Bristol. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Preece, 
Joint  Secretary  of  the 
Greater  London  Fund, 
contributes  the  follow- 


ing appreciation  : — 
The  late  Major  Arthur  W.  M.  Atthill,  m.v.o.,  o.b.e.  Major     Atthill      was 

appointed  Secretary  to 
the  newly  -  created  Watford  Branch  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  June,  1920. 
I  met  him  at  Leeds  that  summer  when  he 
visited  the  provincial  campaign  staff  to  study 
our  methods  of  raising  money,  and  I  was 
instantly  attracted  to  him  by  the  charm  of  his 
personality  and  by  the  extent  and  variety  of 
his  knowledge.  In  1921  the  Watford  Branch 
was  absorbed  by  the  Greater  London  Fund, 
and  in  September  of  that  year  Major  Atthill 
joined  the  Headquarters  Staff  in  Great  Portland 
Street,  and  later  received  the  official  title  of 
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Secretary,  Social  Department.  He  retained 
that  position  until  his  death,  although,  on 
account  of  the  progress  of  the  malignant 
disease  that  carried  him  away,  he  was  unable 
to  attend  at  the  offices  of  the  Fund  after 
December,   1924. 

During  Major  Atthill's  Secretaryship  the 
Social  Department  of  the  Fund  steadily 
developed  as  the  result  of  his  policy  and  work, 
and  in  particular  he,  with  his  staff,  increased 
the  return  of  "  Geranium  Day  "  from  £4,000 
to  nearly  £7,000.  The  organisation  that  he 
built  up  continues  to  expand  and  will  always 
be  a  memorial  of  his  ability  and  industry.  He 
also  founded  the  Circles  of  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind,"  of  which  there  are  now  45.  The 
officials  and  members  of  these  Circles  are  a 
valuable  integral  part  of  the  successful  work 
-of  the  Social  Department  of  the  Fund. 

Major  Atthill  was  a  great  favourite  with  the 
whole  of  the  staff,  blind  and  sighted  alike,  and 
they  will  always  retain  a  loving  memory  of  his 
presence  amongst  them.  He  was  a  loyal 
colleague  and  a  charming  companion,  with  a 
smile  and  a  kind  word  for  everyone,  and  a 
readiness  to  recognise  the  work  of  others.  He 
was  widely  read  and  a  good  conversationalist, 
and  he  had  a  fine  sense  of  humour.  He  had  a 
special  gift  for  writing  humorous  verses  and 
sketches,  and  some  of  these  are  well  remembered 
by  those  who  read  and  heard  them  and  by  those 
who  were  the  subject  of  his  kindly  humour. 
During  his  long  illness  the  members  of  the 
staff  sent  him  many  little  gifts  of  fruit  and 
flowers,  and  to  the  end  kept  an  intimate  con- 
nection with  the  gallant  soldier  who  showed 
his  glorious  bravery  in  the  concluding  stages 
of  his  life  as  he  showed  it  on  the  battlefields 
where  he  fought  for  his  country. 

A  small  group  of  old  colleagues  and  friends 
from  the  National  Institute  and  the  Greater 
London  Fund  went  down  to  Bushey  to  pay  a 
last  tribute  of  respect  on  the  day  of  his  funeral. 
The  day  was  a  stormy  one,  and  as  we  stood 
round  the  open  grave  the  driving  south- 
westerly wind  dashed  the  stinging  rain  against 
•our  faces.  As  we  stood  there,  I  gratefully 
remembered  all  the  work  of  the  gallant  Major 
for  his  country  and  for  the  blind  whom  he 
loved  to  serve.  As  I  mused,  the  concluding 
words  of  the  Burial  Service  rang  out  high  and 
clear  above  the  tumult  of  the  storm  : — "  I  heard 
a  voice  from  Heaven  saying,  Blessed  are  the 
dead  which  die  in  the  Lord.     Even  so,  saith 


the  Spirit,  for  they  rest  from  their  labours." 
And  through  my  mind  there  passed  the  con- 
tinuing words  from  the  Book  of  Revelations  : 
"  And  their  works  do  follow  them." 


Mr.    DAVID   A.    R.    JEFFERY. 

WE  regret  to  announce  the  death  on 
March  5th  of  Mr.  David  A.  R.  Jeffery, 
for  29  years  manager  and  secretary  of  the 
Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

A  native  of  Newport,  Fife,  Mr.  Jeffery  came 
to  Cardiff  from  Nottingham.  During  his  term 
of  office  the  activities  of  the  Cardiff  Institute 
increased  considerably,  and  he  did  good  work 
on  behalf  of  the  blind  of  the  city,  amongst 
whom  he  was  very  popular. 

In  Memoriam. 

Mr.  DAVID  A.  R.  JEFFERY, 

late  Secretary  and  Manager  of  the  Cardiff  Institute 
for  the  Blind;  died  March  5th,  1926. 

To-night,  through  yonder  copse,  a  keen  March  wind 
is  sweeping, 
Waging  a  myriad  insects  in  their  leafy  mole  ; 
Here  tender  saplings  thrive,  and  catkins  sweet  are 
peeping, 
And  all  creation's  glory  whispers  to  the  soul. 
O  strangely  restless  heart  of  mine,  restrain  thy 
weeping  ! 
The  friendship  we  have  cherished    through  all 
changingyears 
It  doth  not  fade  with  time  :    'tis  not  a  passion 
fleeting  ; 
Supreme  it  triumphs  over  all,  it  knows  no  fears. 
The  all-impelling  call  was  heard  at  eventide  : 

A.  message  clear  that  one  day  we  shall  understand : 
Touched  by  the  mystic  hand  of  death  the  soul  doth 
glide 
Into  the  vast  Forever — eternal  summer-land. 
So,  somewhere  in  the  mists  of  time,  my  soul  is 
seeing 
Sweet  commune  with  the  arbiter  of  fate  ;    safe  in 
God's  keeping- 

Ben  Purse. 


Blind  persons'  scholarships  were  awarded 
by  the  Middlesex  Education  Committee  to 
C.  A.  Bramley,  of  Tottenham,  and  H.  T. 
Lambert,  of  Edmonton,  both  tenable  at  the 
Swiss  Cottage  Blind  School. 
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The  Girls   of  the   Secondary   School,   Douglas,   Isle  of  Man,  who,   by  their   Performances   of 

'■  Living  Whist  "  played  on  the  Douglas  Foreshore,  have,  during  the  past  four  years,  raised 

the  handsome  sum  of  1.2YI  2s.  Od.   for  the  "  Sunshine  "   Homes   for   Blind   Babies. 


South  Yorkshire  Branch. — A  most  de- 
lightful and  successful  concert  was  held  at 
the  Alhambra  Theatre,  Barnsley,  on  Sunday, 
February  28th,  organised  by  that  indefatigable 
body  of  workers,  the  Barnsley  Committee  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  The 
services  of  Mr.  Frank  Mullings,  the  great 
English  tenor,  were  obtained,  and  his  singing 
was  most  enthusiastically  received  by  the 
audience.  Madame  Crowther,  a  delightful 
soprano,  and  Mr.  Alec  Forbes,  the  blind  bass- 
baritone,  most  ably  assisted  Mr.  Mullings. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  both  these  artistes 
are  pupils  of  Mr.  Mullings.  Mr.  Bernard 
Langdale  at  the  piano  proved  at  once  that  he 
was  a  great  artist,  whilst  the  violin  solos 
rendered  by  Mr.  Fred  Jervis  were  most  enjoy- 
able. Councillor  W.  Laughton,  Honorary 
Treasurer  of  the  Barnsley  Committee,  thanked 
the  audience  for  their  support  and  patronage, 
and  pointed  out  that  as  a  result  of  this  most 
excellent  concert  a  substantial  amount  of 
money,  headed  by  a  donation  of  £5  5s.  od. 
from  Mr.  Mullings,  would  be  raised  in  aid  of 
local  and  national  work  carried  on  by  the 
National  Institute. 

Another  effort  of  outstanding  merit  in  South 
Yorkshire  was  a  dancing  display  and  concert 
arranged  by  Miss  Maggie  Urquhart,  of  Crookes, 


Sheffield.  So  successful  were  the  efforts  of  this 
sixteen  -  year  -  old  organiser  in  aid  of  the 
"  Sunshine  "  Homes  for  Blind  Babies,  that 
hundreds  of  people  were  turned  away,  and  a 
repeat  performance  had  to  be  given  at  a  later 
date  to  a  crowded  house.  This  is  Miss 
Urquhart's  first  essay  at  producing,  and  the 
"  Sunshine  "  Homes  for  Blind  Babies  will 
benefit  as  a  result  of  her  enthusiastic  and  ex- 
cellent work. 

«*- 

GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND. 

THE  annual  concert  arranged  by  the  New 
Barnet  Circle  "  Helpers  of  the  Blind  " 
was  held  on  February  4th,  and  was  as  success- 
ful as  usual,  both  financially  and  socially. 

The  Kensington  and  Paddington  Circles 
were  associated  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Mayoress  of  Kensington  in  an  invitation 
matinee  which  took  place  in  the  New  Century 
Theatre  on  February  8th.  The  theatre  was 
lent  by  Miss  Lena  Ashwell,  and  was  filled  to 
overflowing.  Miss  Gwen  Ffrangcon-Davies, 
Mr.  Sumner  Austin,  Miss  Sibyl  Ward  and 
the  Chaplin  Trio,  together  with  Miss  Dorothy 
Chaplin's  Elizabethan  Dancers,  provided  a 
most  delightful  programme,  the  arrangement 
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of  which  was  in  the  very  capable  hands  of 
Miss  Nellie  Chaplin.  During  the  interval  a 
short  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Fund  was 
made  by  Miss  Faith  Celli,  who  was  introduced 
by  the  Mayoress  of  Kensington.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  moved  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Allen, 
ex-Mayor  of  Kensington,  and  the  Mayoress 
of  Paddington  also  made  a  short  appeal  for 
geranium-sellers     in    her    Borough.  The 

collection  amounted  to  over  £65. 

On  the  same  evening  a  new  Circle  of 
"  Helpers  of  the  Blind  "  was  formed  in 
Ruislip. 

On  February  19th  the  Wandsworth  Circle 
organised  a  very  fine  concert  and  meeting, 
when  the  Mayor  of  Wandsworth  presided. 
There  was  a  large  audience,  and  many  promises 
were  given  to 
support  the 
activities  of 
the  Circle  on 
behalf  of  the 
Fund. 

Dances 
were  held  at 
St.  Peter's 
Hall,  Ed- 
monton ;  at 
Camden 
Town,  ar- 
ranged by 
19th  Batt., 
London 
Regt. ;  and  at 
Bow,  when 
the  organis- 
ers were  the 
17th  Batt., 
London 
Regt.  There 
was  also  a 
successful  St. 
Valentine's 

Dance  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  and  the 
Old  Draytonians  Football  Club  sent  a  satis- 
factory contribution  as  the  result  of  a  similar 
effort. 

Addresses  in  support  of  "  Geranium  Day  " 
have  been  given  at  Teddington ;  Greenwich 
Road  Sisterhood;  Wesleyan  Sisterhood,  Kings- 
ton ;  Women's  Institute,  Northolt ;  King's  Hall 
Brotherhood,  Southall ;  Belfast  Road  Brother- 
hood, Stoke  Newington;  Grays  Sisterhood, 
and  Southall  Sisterhood. 

Blind  artistes  have  provided  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  programme  at  the  Mission  Hall, 


Cambridge  Circus  ;  Shepherds  Bush ;  Lough- 
ton  Brotherhood ;  Southall ;  Grays  ;  Messrs. 
Watney,  Combe,  Reid  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Pimlico  ; 
West  Kilburn,  and  Askew  Road,  Shepherds 
Bush,  and  also  at  the  successful  concert 
organised  by  the  Bexley  and  District  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 


T 


Lady  Muriel  Paget,  Lady  O'Dwyer,    and    Mrs.   E.   B.   B.  Towse  examining 

the  Machine  for  cutting  out  Geraniums   purchased  with  the  Proceeds  of 

the  Geranium  Ball  last  year  at  the  Ritz  Hotel. 


A  YOUNG  BLIND  ORGANIST 
AND  A  VETERAN 

WO  items  of  news  will  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers. 
Mr.  William  Avery,  F.R.C.O.  (Lafontaine 
Prizeman),  a  young  and  talented  blind  musician 
who  for  some  two  years  has  been  organist  and 
choirmaster  of  Bledlow  Parish  Church,  Bucks., 
has  been  appointed  to  a  similar  position  at  the 

imp  or  tant 
Parish  Church 
of  Wantage, 
Berks. 

Wantage,  it 
will  be  re- 
membered, 
was  the  birth- 
place  of 
Alfred  the 
Great,  and  its 
ancient 
Church  is  rich 
in  his  toric 
memorials. 
Dedicated  to 
St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  it  is 
a  fine  speci- 
men of  the 
perpendicular 
style,  and 
some  of  the 
fabric  dates 
back  to  a  very 
early  period. 
There  is  a  fine  three-manual  organ  and  a  good 
choir,  so  that  Mr.  Avery  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  his  new  post  and  the  opportunities  it 
offers.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Avery 
received  his  training  at  the  Brighton  School 
for  the  Blind,  and  at  the  Royal  Normal  College 
for  the  Blind. 

A  veteran  blind  organist  has  just  "  passed 
to  higher  service  "  at  the  age  of  80  : — Mr. 
Thomas  Cramp,  for  58  years  organist  at  Holy 
Trinity  Church,  Hastings.  Blind  from  birth, 
he  had  a  wonderful  sense  of  locality,  and  it  is 
said  he  never  required  anyone  to  lead  him 
between  the  Church  and  his  home. 
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THE    STUDENTS'    LIBRARY 

NATIONAL    INSTITUTE    FOR    THE    BLIND— Continued 


CLASSICS 
No.  Author.  Title.  Vols. 

1  Allcroft  and  Haydon.     Latin  Composition           .  .  2 

2  Anglice  Reddenda            .  .  7 

3  Anthologia  Lyrica  (Selec- 
tions)       . .            .  .            .  .  1 

4  Aeschylus.     Plays  (Trans,  by  Buckley,  T.  A.)    .  .  4 

5  Aristophanes.     Clouds  (Trans,  by  Rogers)           .  .  1 

6  Aristophanes.     Plutus  (Ed.  by  Green)      . .           .  .  2 

7  Aristotle.     Art  of  Poetry  (Trans,  by  Bywater)  .  .  1 

8  Aristotle      Politeia  .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

9  Aristotle.      Ethics  (Trans.),  Ed.  by  Lewes            . .  5 

10  Cajsar.     De  Bello  Gallico  (Ed.  by  Walpole)        .  .  6 

11  Caesar.     Civil  War 

12  Capes.     Livy             .  .           .  .           .  .          .  .           .  .  2 

13  Cicero.     De  Amicitia           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

14  Cicero.     De  Senectute         .  .           .  .          .  .           .  .  1 

15  Cicero.      De  Senectute  (Trans,  by  Peabody)        .  .  1 

16  Cicero.     Pro  Lege  Manilia  (Ed.  by  Wilkens,  A.  S.  2 

17  Cicero.     Orations  against  Catiline              .  .           .  .  2 

18  Cicero.     Pro  Archia              .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

•  19  Cicero.     Letters        .  .           .  .           .  .          .  .           .  .  8 

20  Cicero.      Pro  Marcello  (Ed.  by  Fausset,  W.  G.)  .  .  2 

21  Collins.     Greek  and  Latin  Irregular  Verbs           .  .  1 

22  Collins.     Greek  and  Latin  Notes   .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

23  Euripides.     Medea  (Ed.  by  Thompson)    .  .           .  .  3 

24  Euripides.     Herakles  (Ed.  by  Gilbert  Murray)  .  .  1 

25  Euripides.      Iphigenia  at  Aulis  (Ed.  by  Headlam, 

C.  E.  S.) 3 

26  Euripides.     Scenes  from  Alcestis  (Sidgwick)       .  .  1 

27  Euripides.     Troades             .  .           .  .          .  .           .  .  1 

28  Gospels  in  Greek  :   St.  Matthew     .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

29  Gospels  in  Greek  :   St.  Mark           .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

30  Gospels  in  Greek  :  St.  Luke            .  .          . .          .  .  1 

31  Gospels  in  Greek  :   St.  John            . .           . .          .  .  2 

32  Hayes,   B.  J.,  and  Collins.     Matriculation  Latin 

Course         .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  7 

33  Hayes,     B.     J.,     and    Massom.     Tutorial     Latin 

Grammar   .  .           .  .           .  .          .  .          .  .           .  .  5 

34  Herodotus.     Historiae         .  .           .  .           .  .  13 

35  Herodotus.     Commentary     on     (by     Howe     and 

Wells)         26 

36  Homer.     Iliad 

37  Homer.     Iliad  (Trans,  by  Lang,  Leaf  and  Myers)  8 

38  Homer.     Odyssey,  Book  IX           1 

39  Horace.     Odes  (Text  only)              3 

40  Horace.     Odes  (with  Notes  and  Voc.ib.  by  Page)  4 

41  Horace.     Satires       .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

42  Kennedy.     Revised  Latin  Primer              .  .           .  .  2 

43  Livy.      Book  II  (Ed.  by  Conway)              .  .           .  .  5 

44  Livy.      Book  II  (Ed.  by  Stout  and  Collins)         .  .  3 

45  Livy.     Book  II  (Trans,  by  Stout)             .  .           .  .  1 

46  Longman.     Junior  Latin  Course   .  .           .  .  10 

47  Mackail,  J.  W.     Latin  Literature              ..           ..  4 

48  Mahaffy,  J.   P.     History  of  Greek  Literature     .  .  6 

49  Mansfield.     Outlines     of     Latin     Sentence     Con- 

struction    .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .          .  .           .  .  1 

50  Marrindin.     Classical  Dictionary 

51  Morice,  F.  D.     Pindar         2 

52  Morice,  F.  D.  (Ed.  by).       Stories  from  Attic  Greek  4 

53  Moulton.     Introduction  to  New  Testament  Greek  4 

54  Moulton.     Latin  Unseens   .  .          .  .           .  .           .  .  1 

55  Neaves,  Lord.     Greek  Anthology              .  .           .  .  3 

56  North  and  Hilliard.     Greek  Prose  Composition.  .  4 


No.  Author.                  Title.                                          Vols. 

57  Ovid.     Elegiac  Poems  (Ed.  by  Pearce)    .  .  .  .        4 

58  Plato.     Apologia       .  .  .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .        1 

59  Plato.     Crito  1 

60  Plato.     Euthyphro 1 

61  Plato.     Gorgias         .  .  .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .        1 

62  Plato.     Ion  (Ed.  by  Macgregor) 2 

63  Plato.      Republic  I  and  VIII  1 

64  Plato.      Four   Socratic   Dialogues   (Trans,   by 

Jowett)       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..        4 

65  Pliny.      Letters  6 

66  Pliny.      Letters  (2nd  Series)  Trans,  by  Firth,  J.  B.        3 

67  Ritchie,  F.      First  Steps  in  Latin  .  .           .  .        2 

68  Sheppard,  J.  T.     Greek  Tragedy  . .  .  .           .  .        2 

69  Sallust.     Cataline 7 

70  Tacitus.     Agricola  (Ed.  by  Walters)         .  .        .  .  4 

71  Tacitus.     Annals,  I.     4-85  1 

72  Tacitus.     Germania  .  .           .  .          . .           .  .        1 

73  Thucydides.     (Trans,  by  Jowett,  B.)        .  .  .  .      14 

74  Thucydides.     Easy     Selections     from     (Ed.     by 

Moore,  E.  H.)        .  .  

75  Thucydides.     Rise  of  the  Athenian  Empire  (Ed 

by  Colson,  F.  H.) 

76  Virgil.      Aeneid 

77  Virgil.     Aeneid  (Trans,  by  Davidson) 

78  Virgil.     Aeneid,  Notes  to  Book  II.    Lines  103-462 

79  Virgil.     Shorter  Aeneid  (Ed.  by  Hardy)  .  . 

80  Virgil.     Bucolics  (Ed.  by  Page) 

81  Virgil.      Bucolics  (Text  only) 

82  Virgil.      Georgics  I  and  II. 

83  Virgil.     Poems  (Trans,  by  Rhoades,  J.) 

84  Watt,    A    F.,    and    Hayes,    B.   J.     Matriculatio 

Selections  from  Latin  Authors 

85  Xenophon.     Anabasis.     Book  2    .  . 

86  Xenophon.     Memorabilia,  1-4 

87  Young,  A.  W.     Tutorial  Greek  Reader    .  . 


MASSAGE  LIBRARY 

NEW    PUBLICATIONS 
The  Treatment  of  Fractures  in  General  Practice,  by 
C.  M.  Page  and  W.  R.  Bristow. 

POCKET    EDITIONS 
Lumbra-Sacral  Backache,  by  P.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S. 
Minor  Traumatic  Disabilities  of  the  Upper  Limb,  by 

P.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S. 
The  Adjustment  of  Response  to  Nerve  Stimulus  in 

Voluntary  Muscles,  by  G.  Murray  Levick,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

IN    COURSE    OF    PREPARATION 
How  to   Practice   Suggestion  and   Auto-Suggestion, 

by  Prof.  Cou6. 
Lectures     on     Diseases     of     Children,     by     Robert 

Hutchison. 


Knowledge,  as  all  followers  of  it  must 
know,  has  a  very  limited  power  indeed  when 
it  informs  the  head  alone. — C.  Dickens. 
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NATIONAL    LIBRARY    FOR    THE 
BLIND 

READING    COMPETITION 

IT  is  hoped  to  hold  the  seventh  meeting  of 
the  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Reading  Com- 
petition at  the  National  Library  during  May  ; 
it  will  be  on  a  Saturday  (probably  May  8th  or 
15  th)  the  date  to  be  announced  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Unseen  passages  will  be  read,  and  prizes 
awarded  for  fluency,  ease  of  diction  and 
general  expression,  as  in  the  past. 

Intending  competitors  should  send  in  their 
names  to  the  Secretary,  18  Tufton  Street, 
Westminster,  S.W.i,  as  early  as  possible,  in 
order  that  detailed  arrangements  for  the 
Competition  may  be  made. 

A  Silver  Cup  has  been  presented  by  Lord 
Blanesburgh,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, which  is  to  be  held  for  one  year  by 
the  winner  of  Class  A. 

It  is  intended  to  divide  the  adult  competitors 
into  two  classes  : — 

"  A."  Those    who    learnt    Braille    type 
before  the  age  of  16. 

"  B."   Those    who    learnt    Braille    type 

after  the  age  of  16. 

(The  Class  "  B  "  winner  of  previous 
years  to  be  eligible  only  for 
Class  "  A  "  this  year.) 

It  should  be  explained  that  the  standard  of 
reading  expected  in  this  class  is  not  so  high 
as  in  Class  "  A."  No  contest  will  be  held 
unless  there  are  at  least  four  competitors. 

The  junior  competitors  are  also  divided 
into  two  classes  : — 

I.  Under  12  years  of  age. 
II.  Between  the  ages  of  12  and  16. 

A  class  for  the  reading  of  Moon  type  will 
be  held  if  sufficient  entries  are  received,  but 
there  must  be  at  least  four  competitors.  This 
class  is  for  habitual  Moon  readers  only. 

Competitors  when  sending  in  their  names 
should  state  in  which  class  they  are  entering. 

The  Committee  consists  of:  Stuart  Johnson, 
Esq.,  Miss  F.  Buckton,  W.  H.  Dixson,  Esq., 
M.A.,  E.  Le  Breton  Martin,  Esq.,  B.  Mac- 
Donald,  Esq.,  H.  Royston,  Esq.,  J.  M. 
Rowley,  Esq.,  H.  G.  Oke,  Esq.  (winner  of 
1925  competition),  Miss  D.  A.  Pain,  and  Miss 
O.  1.  Prince,  Secretary. 


REVISED  PRICES  OF  EMBOSSED 
PERIODICALS 

CONCESSION   TO   COLONIAL 
PURCHASERS. 

WE  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  have  decided 
to  allow  to  purchasers  of  Braille  books  and 
music  and  of  Moon  publications  resident  in 
any  part  of  the  British  Empire  the  same  dis- 
counts on  catalogue  prices  as  are  allowed  to 
home  purchasers. 

This  concession  to  colonial  purchasers  will 
come  into  force  as  from  April  1st,  1926.  Thus 
the  discounts  now  allowed  are  as  follows  : — 

Braille  Books  and  Pamphlets. 

Residents  in  the  British  Isles  and  through- 
out the  British  Empire  are  allowed  a  reduction 
of  tivo-thirds  of  the  catalogue  price  (cost  price 
only). 

Residents  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are 
charged  catalogue  price  (cost  price  only). 

Braille  Music. 

Residents  in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout 
the  British  Empire  are  allowed  a  reduction  of 
three-quarters  of  the  catalogue  price  (cost  price 
only). 

Residents  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are 
charged  catalogue  price  (cost  price  only). 

Moon  Books  and  Pamphlets. 

Residents  in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout 
the  British  Empire  are  allowed  a  reduction  of 
two- thirds  of  the  catalogue  price  (cost  price 
only). 

Residents  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are 
charged  catalogue  price  (cost  price  only). 

It  should  also  be  noted  that,  owing  to  cheaper 
methods  of  production,  the  catalogue  price  of 
all  Moon  publications  will  be  reduced  as  from 
April  1  st,  1926.  Thus  the  catalogue  (cost) 
price  of  the  average  size  volume  will  be  12/- 
instead  of  16/-  as  hitherto,  while  the  catalogue 
prices  of  smaller  volumes  wil'  be  reduced  pro- 
portionately. The  above  -  mentioned  con- 
cessions will  be  made  on  all  such  reduced 
catalogue  prices. 
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RAFFIA   BASKETRY 


HE  highest  aim  of  art  is  to   make 
some  useful  thing  beautiful." 

In  practically  every  kind  of 
basket  work  three  factors,  which 
may  be  shortly  called  Shape,  Design 
and  Texture  respectively,  have  to 
be  considered.  Other  points,  such 
as  strength  and  rigidity,  do  not 
enter  very  largely  into  our  present 
subject,  and  it  will  be  convenient 
to  deal  with  coiled  raffia  basketry 
under  the  first-mentioned  three  heads. 

First,  then,  we  will  take  Shape,  under  which 
head  may  be  included  all  the  details,  such  as 
handles,  rings,  etc.,  that  go  to  the  making  of 
the  general  form  of  the  piece  of  work.  Sug- 
gestions for 
shapes  in  raffia 
basketry  can  be 
obtained  from 
bowls,  vases, 
e t c  . ,  to  be 
found  in  every 
household  ;  a 
bowl  -  shaped 
basket  curving 
gracefully  out 
to  the  centre  of 
sides,  and  then 
in  at  the  top, 
is  popular.  In 
abasketsuchas 
this  the  siding 
will  be  worked 

from  the  outside  so  as  to  have  the  best  side  of 
the  work  exposed  to  view  ;  but  in  the  making 
of  shallow  open  trays  or  baskets  the  inside  of 
the  article  will  be  towards  the  worker,  as  this 
is  the  part  that  will  remain  in  sight.  In  the 
first  case,  therefore,  when  beginning  the  sides, 
place  the  coil  above  the  last  coil  of  the  bottom 
away  from  you,  and  in  the  second  case  towards 
you.  As  an  aid  in  securing  symmetry  of  form 
some  kind  of  measuring  instrument  such  as 
the  brass  foot  rule  supplied  by  the  National 
Institute  is  most  useful.  A  cross  handle  is 
essential  for  baskets  intended  for  carrying,  and 
may  be  formed  in  the  following  way  : — When 
the  basket  has  been  worked  to  the  requisite 
depth,  continue  binding  the  tail  only  and  curve 
this  up  and  over"  to  the  opposite  side  of  basket. 


A  Group  of   Raffia  Work 


Connect  it  to  the  topmost  coil  there  and  pro- 
ceed round  the  basket  with  ordinary  stitching, 
but  working  from  left  to  right  till  a  point  a 
little  distance  from  the  starting  point  is  reached. 
Continue  binding  the  tail  only  as  before,  and 
take  it  once  again  right  across  to  opposite  side 
of  basket,  crossing  the  previous  member.  Join 
it  to  the  basket  so  that  both  sides  of  the  handle 
correspond,  work  a  short  distance  from  right 
to  left  and  then  fasten  off.  Rings  for  attaching 
to  the  sides  of  baskets  or  tops  of  lids  may  be 
formed  by  first  tapering  the  end  of  a  piece  of 
coil  cane  and  then  proceeding  in  a  similar  man- 
ner to  that  used  in  beginning  a  mat,  but  having 
a  very  much  larger  ring  for  the  first  round. 
When  this  has  been  covered  with  plain  wrap- 
ping, add  a 
second  round, 
using  the  stitch 
which  has  been 
used  in  the 
basket  ;  taper 
the  cane  and 
finish  off  when 
near  the  com- 
pletion of  the 
second  round. 
Lids  for 
baskets  may  be 
either  flat  like 
a  table  mat, 
saucer- shaped, 
or  like  a 
shallow  in- 
verted basket  with  vertical  sides.  Hinges  for 
attaching  rings  and  lids  are  formed  by  stitching 
a  strand  of  raffia  round  a  coil  of  the  basket 
and  the  ring  or  last  coil  of  the  lid. 

As  previously  stated,  Design  is  produced 
mainly  by  the  use  of  variously-coloured  binding 
strands,  and  much  of  the  ornamentation  of  this 
nature  found  in  Indian  baskets  is  definitely 
beyond  the  capabilities  of  the  blind  worker. 
But  a  series  of  circular  bands  of  colour  can 
easily  be  introduced  by  working  a  given 
number  of  rounds  with  one  colour,  and  then 
changing  to  another  colour  for  a  further 
number  of  rounds,  after  which  the  original 
colour  can  be  resumed  or  a  third  introduced. 
The  last  one  or  two  rounds  of  a  plain  mat  or 
basket,  if  worked  with  a  different  colour,  form 
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an  effective  border.  Various  patterns  can  be 
formed  by  varying  the  positions  of  the  long 
stitches  in  Lazy  Squaw  ;  for  example,  the 
following  : — After  beginning  in  the  usual 
manner,  work  one  round  of  ordinary  Lazy 
Squaw,  but  in  the  second  and  succeeding 
rounds,  instead  of  having  only  one  short 
stitch  between  each  two  long  ones,  increase 
the  number  of  short  stitches  so  as  to  bring 
each  long  stitch  close  up  on  the  left  of  the  long 
stitch  of  the  preceding  round.  By  this  means 
the  appearance  is  given  to  the  work  of  raised 
lines  radiating  from  the  centre.  The  spaces 
between  the  long  stitches  must  not  become  so 
great  as  unduly  to  weaken  the  work,  and  when 
this  is  in  danger  of  happening,  additional  long 
stitches  are  inserted  midway  between  the 
existing  long  stitches,  thus  introducing  further 
radiating  lines.  Still  another  way  to  introduce 
design  is  to  insert  sections  of  open  work, 
formed  by  making  a  round  of  loops  projecting 
from  the  previous  coil.  A  bound  coil  passes 
round  on  the  outside  of  the  loops  and  is 
attached  to  each  of  them  by  one  or  two  long 
stitches,  the  ordinary  work  being  then  resumed. 
A  round  of  looping  also  forms  an  artistic 
border. 

The  Texture  of  the  work  is  determined  by 
the  kind  of  stitch  used,  the  evenness  and 
straightness  of  the  stitching,  and  the  levelness 
of  the  coils.  Lazy  Squaw  stitch,  as  its  name 
implies,  is  one  of  the  least  troublesome  to  do, 


but  not  the  best  in  appearance.  The  Maripoza 
stitch  is  begun  in  the  same  way  as  Lazy  Squaw, 
but  after  a  long  stitch  has  been  taken  through 
under  the  preceding  coil,  the  raffia  is  brought 
through  to  the  front  between  this  coil  and  the 
tail,  taken  across  the  stitch  and  through  on  the 
right  of  it,  then  brought  round  over  the  top 
of  the  tail  to  form  a  short  stitch.  A  variation 
of  this  stitch,  in  which  the  raffia  passes  twice 
round  the  stitch  between  the  coils,  is  known  as 
the  Samoan.  The  most  even  texture,  however, 
is  obtained  by  using  the  Navajo  or  Figure-of- 
Eight  stitch,  the  upper  half  of  which  encircles 
the  tail  and  the  lower  half  the  preceding  coil. 
In  this  stitch  every  coil  is  covered  twice,  but 
the  perfect  neatness  of  the  finished  work  seems 
amply  to  compensate  for  the  extra  time  and 
trouble  expended  in  the  work. 

Should  difficulty  be  experienced  in  obtaining 
raffia  or  accessories  for  the  work  locally, 
readers  are  recommended  to  write  for  price 
list  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Crampton,  Handicraft  House, 
1 2  5  North  End  Road,  Golders  Green,  N. W.  1 1 , 
who  is  a  recognised  expert  on  craft  work, 
particularly  basketry,  and  the  writer  of 
Weldon's  "Basket  and  Cane  Work"  and 
some  useful  instruction  leaflets.  The  photo- 
graph of  raffia  work  was  taken  at  Handicraft 
House,  especially  for  The  Beacon,  and  is  repro- 
duced by  kind  permission  of  this  firm. 

A.  G.  K. 


( Continued  from  page  2  of  Cover) 
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The   prices    of     the    following  publications    are    subject  to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 


FlCTION- 


"  A  Master  of  Craft,"  by  W.  W.  Jacobs.     3  vols. 

"  Aucassin  and  Nicolette,"  by  Eugene  Mason.     2  vols..  . 
"  Marguerite  de  Valois,"  by  A.  Dumas.     6  vols.  .  . 
"  Scaramouche,"  by  Rafael  Sabatini.     5  vols.      .  .  .  . 

"  Serenus,  and  other  Stories,"  by  Jules  Lemaitre.     2  vols. 

"  The  Nigger  of  the  '  Narcissus,'  "  by  Joseph  Conrad.     Grade  II. 
"  Rodney  Stone,"  by  Conan  Doyle.     3  vols. 
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6097-6098    "  Cloud  and  Silver,"  by  E.  V.  Lucas.     2  vols.       .  . 

History — 
6678-6685     "  Holy  Roman  Empire,"  by  James,  Viscount  Bryce. 
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Progress. — The  Birth  of  the  Modern  Kingdom  of  Italy, 
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MUSIC 

The   prices   of   the    following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church —  <r.  d. 

7095  Communion  Service  in  E  (Vertical  score),  by  J.  R.  Alsop        .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .      3  11 

7096  Benedicite  in  G  (Vertical  score),  by  Hugh  Blair  2     0 

7097  "  Hark  1  hark,  my  soul  "  (Anthem),    by  H.  Rowe  Shelley  (Vertical  score) 2     1 

Organ — 

7098  "  Reverie,"  by  Bantock  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  ..20 

7099  "  Marche  Funebre  et  Hymne  Angelique,"  by  Hugh  Blair  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  . .  .  .  . .  ..20 

7100  Pieces  in  Different  Styles,  Book  5,  Op.  19,  by  Guilmant  :— 

Allegretto  in  B  minor  ;    Offertoire  on  two  Noels  ;    Fughetta  on  the  Hymn  for  Quasimodo  Sunday  ;    Com- 
munion (No.  2)  in  G  ;   Verse  in  F  (Bar  by  bar)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .      3  11 

7101  Prelude  and  Fugue,  No.  1,  in  C  minor,  Op.  37,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  -   2     0 

Piano — 

7102  Minuet  in  G  (edited  by  G.  A.  Holmes  and  F.  J.  Karn),  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  ..20 

7103  Ballad  No.  2,  in  F,  Op.  38,  by  Chopin  (Bar  by  bar) 2     0 

7104  Petite  Suite  de  Concert,  by  Coleridge-Taylor  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size         2     7 

7105  Le  Coucou  (Rondeau),  by  C.  Daquin  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

7106  "  Shenadoah  "  and  other  Pieces,  by  Balfour  Gardiner  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      2     •") 

7107  Concert  Study  in  F,  Op.  5,  No.  2,  by  S.  Rosenbloom  (Bar  by  bar) 2     0 

Two  "  Pierrot  "  Pieces  Op.  35,  by  Cyril  Scott  : — 

7108  1.  Lento  (Bar  by  bar)         2     0 

7109  2.  Allegro  (Bar  by  bar) 2     0 

Dance — 

7110  "  Paradise  Alley,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Archer  and  C.  Carlton  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  2     0 

7111  "  O  Sole  Mio,"  Tango,  by  Capua  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 2     0 

7112  "  Carnival  Nights,"  Valse,  by  Norman  King  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size         2     0 

Songs — 

7113  "  The  Second  Minuet,"  by  Maurice  Besly  (G  :   Compass  D  to  D'),  pocket  size         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

7114  "  Che  Faro  Senza  Euridice  ?  "  Recit.  and  Aria  from  "  Orfeo,"  by  Gluck  (C  :   Compass  B,  to  F'),  .  .  ..20 

7115  "  Loving  Smile  of  Sister  Kind,"  from  "  Faust,"  by  Gounod  (D  flat  :   Compass  B/  to  F')  .  .  .  .  ..20 

711b     "  Jim  "  and  "  Henry  King,"  from  "  Four  Cautionary  Tales,"  by  Liza  Lehmann  (Low  voice  :   Compass  G,  to  E' 

flat),  pocket  size  2     0 

7117     "  But  the  Lord  is  Mindful  of  His  Own,"  Contralto  Recit.  and  Air  from  "  St.  Paul,"  by  Mendelssohn  (G  :   Compass 

C  sharp  to  D')  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

7119  "  Heart's  Haven,"  by  Vaughan  Williams  (E  :  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size  ....  .  .  .  .  ..20 

L.C.M.   Vocal  Studies — 

7120  Aprile  (edited  by  Bozzelli)  :   Celebrated  Vocalises,  Nos.  13  and  15  (Mezzo-Soprano  or  Baritone),  pocket  size    . .      2     0 
Two-Part  Song.. 

7121  "  The  Fairy's  Tea  Party,"  by  A.  Moffat  (Female  Voices),  pocket  size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..20 

Music  Literature.. 

6580     "  The  Life  of  Bach,"  edited  by  H.  J.  Taylor  (No.  25  of  "  Musical  Booklets  "),  pocket  size,  interpointed,  paper 

covers         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2  11 

Music,  Theoretical — 
6105     "  Nasal  Resonance,"  by  Humphreys        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  ..10 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The   prices    of     the    following  publications    are    subject  to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Fiction — 

6477-6480     "  The  Three  Hostages,"  by  John  Buchan,  4  vols 

6454-6458     "  People  of  the  Mist,"  by  Rider  Haggard,  5  vols 

6292     "  Record  of  Badalia  Herodsfoot,"  by  Rudyard  Kipling 

6841-6843     "  The  Card,"  by  Arnold  Bennet,  3  vols 

Literary  Criticism — 
6352-6356     "  Shakespeare,  His  Mind  and  Art,"  by  Edward  Dowden,  5  vols. 
6080,  6091    "  Victorian  Age  in  Literature,"  by  G.  K.  Chesterton,  2  vols. 

Travel — 
6092-6094     "  Wanderings  in  South  America,"  by  Charles  Waterton,  3  vols. 
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NATIONAL    AND    LOCAL    WORK 


AST  month  we  gave  a  brief  outline 
of  the  history  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  since  the  inaugu- 
ration of  its  parent  body,  the  British 
and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  in 
1 868,  until  recent  years.  This 
month  we  propose  to  summarise 
the  principles  actuating  the  Insti- 
tute's work,  and  to  outline  as  a 
consequence  of  those  principles  the 
gradual  growth  of  the  relationship 
between  the  Institute  and  local  agencies  for 
the  blind. 

The  policy  of  the  Institute  has  from  time 
to  time  been  subject  to  criticism.  Progressive 
policies  invariably  are ;  but,  generally  speaking, 
such  criticisms  are  helpful  as  indicative 
of  weak  spots  which  only  time  can 
strengthen.  In  the  case  of  the  Institute,  they 
have  usually  emanated  from  those  who  are 
actuated  by  a  natural  and  laudable  zeal  for 
local  institutions. 

The  main  principle  of  the  Institute's  policy 
has  always  been  :  To  be  national.  Duly 
recognising  local  and  parochial  interests,  that 
policy  has  steadfastly  maintained  its  character, 
and,  true  to  its  object,  has  always  and  neces- 
sarily claimed  national  support. 

The  nature  of  national  support  has  frequently 
been  misrepresented  or  misunderstood.  In 
reality,  each  item  of  national  support  is  made 
in  the  interests  of  the  blind  in  particular 
localities  ;  and,  were  the  principle  enforced  of 
restricting  all  collections  on  behalf  of  the 
blind  to  local  objects,  all  national  work — 
such  as  the  care  and  training  of  blind  babies, 


the  publication  of  books  and  music,  the  pre- 
paration and  issue  of  periodicals  and  pamph- 
lets, the  raising  of  the  standard  of  education, 
the  provision  of  massage  training,  the  pro- 
vision and  maintenance  of  convalescent  and 
other  homes,  research  work,  the  education  of 
the  general  public  as  to  their  attitude  towards 
the  blind,  and  so  on — would  come  to  an  end. 
Needless  to  say,  the  disappearance  of  national 
work  would  be  a  catastrophe,  a  complete  set- 
back to  half  a  century's  steady  accumulative 
labour. 

Yet,  in  addition  to  the  principle  of  guarding 
and  promoting  national  work,  the  policy  of 
the  Institute  has  been  actuated  also  by  the 
desire  to  assist  local  work,  those  responsible 
for  that  policy  conceiving  that  the  term  "  local 
work  "  is  comprised  in  the  term  "  national 
work." 

If  national  work  is  antagonistic  to  local 
work,  national  work  belies  its  qualification  ; 
in  so  far  as  friction  exists  between  a  national 
body  and  a  local  body,  by  so  much  is  the  scope 
of  that  national  body's  work  incomplete. 

It  can  readily  be  understood,  therefore,  that 
the  construction  of  a  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  has  been  by  no  means  an  easy  matter. 
Innumerable  difficulties  have  been  encoun- 
tered ;  but,  in  the  nature  of  things,  these  have 
fortunately  tended  to  stimulate  rather  than  to 
hinder  growth.  It  says  much  for  the  spirit  of 
those  directing  the  National  Institute  and  of 
those  directing  local  agencies  that  for  many 
years  now  working  arrangements  have  been 
in  force  in  an  increasing  number  of  areas  by 
which  money  collected  in  those  areas  has  been 
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divided  on  an  equitable  basis  between  local  and 
national  activities.  The  key  to  the  success  of 
such  arrangements  has  been  the  recognition 
by  all  parties  of  the  necessity,  in  the  true 
interest  of  the  blind,  of  conserving  the  auton- 
omy of  those  institutions  concerned. 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  of  1920  necessitated 
many  revisions  in  policy  and  changes  in  con- 
templated activities.  It  brought  a  third  party 
into  the  field  :  local  municipal  and  borough 
authorities,  upon  whom  the  Act  bestowed 
certain  definite  responsibilities.  Both  the 
National  Institute  and  local  agencies  generally 
recognised  and  welcomed  the  enormous 
advance  marked  in  the  blind  world  by 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  were  only  too  glad 
to  co-operate  with  local  government  authori- 
ties in  evolving  some  means  by  which  the 
duties  of  each  could  be  dovetailed  one  into 
the  other  so  as  to  form  a  comprehensive 
scheme  for  the  further  and  general  amelioration 
of  the  blind. 

Again,  difficulties  were  encountered,  and 
again  difficulties  have  been  largely  overcome. 
On  all  sides  a  desire  was  forthcoming  for  a 
scheme  which  would  tend  towards  the  unifi- 
cation of  collections  for  the  blind,  and  the 
consideration  of  suggested  schemes  of  this 
nature  has  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind,  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
and  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National 
Institute. 

Eventually,  such  a  scheme  was  drawn  up 
and  has  now  been  definitely  approved  by  the 
Advisory  Committee.  It  is  along  the  lines 
mapped  out  therein  that  the  policy  of  the 
National  Institute  will  in  future  be  directed. 
Broadly  speaking,  the  scheme — details  of 
which  have  been  circulated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  the  Press — is  a  continuance  of  the 
policy  adopted  in  the  past  by  the  National 
Institute,  namely,  of  considering  the  direct 
furtherance  of  local  work  as  a  part — and  a  most 
important  part — of  national  work. 

The  agreement  made  by  representatives  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  and  of  the  National 
Institute  begins  by  drawing  attention  to  the 
urgent  necessity  of  taking  steps  to  promote  a 
better  understanding  between  those  voluntary 
agencies  conducting  local  and  those  conducting 
national  services  for  the  blind,  and  goes  on  to 
declare  that  the  existing  collecting  machinery 
of  the  National  Institute  is  to  be  utilised  in  the 
interests  of  all  agencies  for  the  blind. 


In  order  that  a  proper  understanding  as  to 
the  needs  and  importance  of  both  national  and 
local  services  may  be  fostered,  the  agreement 
states  that  the  Council  of  the  National  Institute 
is  to  be  reconstituted  on  a  more  representative 
basis.  Accordingly,  the  19  existing  members 
of  the  Council  are  to  appoint  17  additional 
members,  representing  local  voluntary  agencies 
for  the  blind  and  local  authorities  concerned  in 
the  administration  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,, 
thus  bringing  the  Council  up  to  the  full 
strength  of  3  6  members  as  provided  for  in  the 
Articles  of  Association  of  the  Institute. 

As  soon  as  the  new  Council  is  constituted, 
negotiations  are  at  once  to  be  opened  with 
local  voluntary  agencies  with  a  view  to  framing 
collecting  agreements.  Whenever  possible  the 
local  voluntary  agencies  are  to  be  encouraged 
to  take  over  and  assume  full  responsibility  for 
the  whole  of  the  collecting  machinery  in  re- 
spective areas.  In  either  case,  however, 
whether  the  National  Institute  or  the  local 
agency  collects,  the  proceeds  will  be  allocated 
in  such  proportions  as  may  be  jointly  agreed 
upon  for  local  and  national  services  respec- 
tively. Any  disputes  that  may  arise  will  be 
settled  by  arbitration  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  policy 
of  the  Institute  is  the  direct  and  natural  out- 
come of  its  past  policy,  namely,  the  desire  to 
benefit  to  the  greatest  extent  the  whole  of  the 
blind  community.  Those  responsible  for  that 
policy  have  long  been  aware  that  the  only 
means  by  which  it  could  be  made  thoroughly 
practicable  was  the  establishment  of  an 
amicable  arrangement  between  the  three 
parties  concerned  :  the  National  Institute,  the 
local  voluntary  agencies,  and  the  local  authori- 
ties concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  Act. 
Such  an  arrangement  has  now  been  made.  As 
yet  it  exists  only  in  theory,  but  in  practice  we 
feel  sure  that  it  cannot  fail  to  dissolve  many 
petty  jealousies  which  have  disfigured  work 
for  the  blind  in  the  past,  and  to  construct  in 
the  room  of  such  unhappy  disputes  a  progres- 
sive force  which  may  lead  the  blind  world  to 
new  fields  of  endeavour  and  greater  glories  of 
conquest. 

The  Editor. 
**> 
To  thy  duty   now  and   ever ! 
Dream  no  more  of  rest   or   stay  ; 
Give   to  freedom's  great  endeavour 
All  thou  art   and  hast  to-day. 

J.  G.  Whittier. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN     THE     WORLD     OF     THE     BLIND 

HENRY    CHARLES    PREECE 


E  have  pleasure  in  introducing  to 
you  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  of  the  Greater 
London  Fund  for  the  Blind.  On 
introduction  he  will  doubtless  tell 
you  a  funny  story — in  all  probabil- 
ity aimed  against  himself — and 
when  you  have  finished  laughing, 
he  will  immediately  plunge  into  so 
moving  an  account  of  the  straits  to 
which  the  7,500  blind  men  and 
women  of  London  and  its  environ- 
ments are  put,  that  you 
cannot  forbear  to  send 
a  handsome  cheque  to 
his  office  by  the  very 
next  post. 

"  Light  and  shadow 
by  turn,"  of  these  are 
our  lives  composed, 
and  Heaven  send  that 
we  may  encourage  the 
light  in  our  own  lives 
by  casting  something 
of  its  rays  on  our  com- 
panions on  the  way. 

Ask  Mr.  Preece  how 
this  may  be  done,  for 
he  is — or  appears  to  be 
— a  happy  blind  man. 
Before  we  enter  at 
length  upon  his  success- 
ful career  as  organiser 
and  lecturer  we  must 
give  you  the  facts  con- 
cerning birth  and  edu- 
cation which  we  usually 
associate  with  this  series 
of  articles. 

Henry  Charles  Preece 
was     born     at    Yazor, 

Herefordshire,  in  1867,  and  was  educated  at 
the  County  College,  Hereford,  where  he  won 
the  Rankin  Scholarship  and  proceeded  to 
King's  College,  London.  In  1886  he  passed 
first  on  the  list  for  Class  I  Clerkship's  Exami- 
nation, and  was  appointed  to  the  Store 
Department  of  the  India  Office,  where  he 
remained  until  the  end  of  1907.  He  completely 
lost  his  sight  in  that  year.  From  1902  until 
1907  progressive  atrophy  of  the  optic  nerve 
had  been  taking  place,  and  so  total  was  the 
final  eclipse  that  Mr.  Preece  is  unable  even  to 


Mr.  Henry  Charles  Preece. 


distinguish  a  light.  For  twelve  years  pre- 
viously he  was  a  lecturer  in  the  Civil  Service 
Department  at  King's  College  ;  and  the  ex- 
perience thus  gained,  as  well  as  his  thorough 
and  excellent  education,  in  which  English 
history  and  literature  played  important  parts, 
were  of  untold  use  in  his  future  career  as  a 
blind  lecturer  and  preacher. 

He  distinguished  himself  as  a  cricketer,  and 
played  for  Cheshire  in  1893  and  for  Essex  in 
1895,  making  his  highest  score  of  157  on  the 
Leyton  County  Cricket 
Ground.  When  he 
played  suburban  cricket 
during  that  last  year 
before  the  darkness,  he 
made  2,000  runs.  As 
a  batsman  he  was  well 
known  for  his  dogged 
courage,  his  strong 
defence  and  his  power 
to  "  stop  a  rot,"  and  it 
is  a  combination  of 
these  qualities  that  have 
made  him  score  so 
many  centuries  on  the 
pitches  of  darkness. 

Before  closing  the 
tale  of  his  life  before  he 
became  blind,  it  should 
be  added  that  Mr. 
Preece  was  Worshipful 
Master  of  the  Adelphi 
Lodge  of  Freemasons 
in  1901-2,  and  that  he  is 
still  well  known  in 
Masonic  circles,  where 
his  brilliant  gifts  as  an 
after-dinner  speaker  are 
keenly  appreciated.  In 
1918  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  London  Rank ;  he  is 
the  only  blind  man  to  receive  this  distinction. 
After  losing  his  sight  and  consequently  his 
appointment  at  the  India  Office,  Mr.  Preece 
resolved  to  devote  himself  to  public  lecturing. 
He  possessed  all  the  attributes  which  go  to 
make  a  successful  speaker — a  fine  voice,  clear 
enunciation,  humour,  and  intuition  as  to  when 
to  make  his  points.  His  success  was  instan- 
taneous. Besides  speaking  at  social  functions 
in  the  cause  of  the  Fund,  he  has  a  licence  to 
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speak  in  every  church  in  London,  and  is  as 
successful  in  the  pulpit  as  in  the  chair.  In 
order  to  obtain  his  licence,  he  was  required  to 
pass  an  oral  examination.  This  took  place  in 
1909,  when  he  was  commissioned  by  the 
Bishop  of  London  as  a  Diocesan  Reader.  At 
the  Bishop's  request,  he  took  charge  of  the 
Men's  Services  at  St.  Peter's,  Highgate  Hill, 
rendered  famous  by  Bishop  Watts-Ditchfield. 

It  was  while  he  was  working  at  St.  Peter's 
that  the  late  Secretary-General  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby, 
heard  of  his  activities.  He  went  to  hear  him 
speak,  and  at  once  asked  the  Council  of  the 
Institute  to  offer  him  the  post  of  travelling 
secretary.  Mr.  Preece  accepted  this  post  on 
September  1st,  1910,  and  continued  until 
June,  1915,  when  he  was  made  Provincial 
Campaign  Secretary.  During  that  period  he 
founded  many  of  the  Institute's  early  activities. 
He  organised  the  House-to-House  Collectors' 
Department.  He  organised  and  spoke  at  many 
demonstrations  in  London  and  the  provinces 
— germ  of  the  Publicity  Department.  He 
founded  and  ran  the  Blind  Concert  Party,  after- 
wards taken  over  by  Lady  (Arthur)  Pearson. 
He  was  closely  associated  with  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  in  the  Book  Campaign  of  1914. 

In  1915  he  opened  the  first  Provincial 
Campaign  at  Bristol,  and  afterwards  organised 
numerous  funds  which  were  opened  in  the 
chief  provincial  cities  by  their  respective  Lord 
Mayors  and  Lady  Mayoresses.  The  total  sum 
raised  by  Mr.  Preece  and  his  staff  by  means  of 
this  first  campaign  amounted  to  £300,000.  He 
evolved  the  idea  of  the  Institute's  Branch 
Offices,  and  made  a  suggestion  to  that  effect 
to  Sir  Arthur  Pearson.  In  consequence,  the 
first  six  Branch  Offices  were  opened  immedi- 
ately after  the  close  of  the  local  campaign. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  received  an  invitation  to 
lecture  in  America  and  Australia ;  but  Sir 
Arthur  expressed  so  strong  a  desire  for  him 
to  continue  his  work  for  the  civilian  blind, 
that  he  remained  at  home.  He  did,  however, 
go  over  to  Holland  and  Belgium,  where  he 
lectured  at  the  Universities  of  Haarlem  and 
Groningen. 

In  the  following  year  he  suggested  to  his 
Chief  the  establishment  of  a  Fund  to  be  called 
"  The  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind." 
Although  at  first  doubtful  of  its  success,  Sir 
Arthur  authorised  Mr.  Preece  and  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Williams,  to  take  the  plunge.  After  trem- 
endous difficulties  they  succeeded  in  bringing 
all   parties   into   line.      The   Fund,    of  which 


Mr.  Preece  and  Mr.  Williams  are  the  Joint 
Secretaries,  now  employs  a  staff  of  just  under 
100  members,  and  since  its  initiation  a  total 
sum  of  £230,000  has  been  raised.  The  Fund 
has  more  than  justified  its  existence,  and  its 
success  is  largely  due  to  Mr.  Preece's  ability 
to  get  into  personal  touch  with  those  who  give 
their  help.  He  has  endeavoured  to  instil  his 
entire  staff  with  this  principle  of  sounding  the 
personal  note  in  all  their  undertakings.  Blind 
and  sighted  alike,  they  follow  his  lead,  and  a 
spirit  of  loyalty  pervades  the  organisation 
down  to  its  most  junior  member. 

In  its  initiatory  stages  the  Fund  had  but  two 
enthusiastic  supporters,  Sir  Arthur  Pearson 
and  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  and  Mr.  Preece  pays  a 
warm  tribute  to  the  unwavering  loyalty  and 
support  which  it  has  invariably  received  from 
the  latter  gentleman  down  to  the  present  day. 
He  also  heartily  acknowledges  the  help  and  en- 
couragement which  he  has  received  from  his 
blind  colleagues. 

Apart  from  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby  (for  whom 
he  always  expresses  warm  admiration),  he 
declares  that  he  owes  most  to  four  blind  men, 
namely,  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  Captain  Towse, 
Mr.  Mowatt  and  Mr.  Purse. 

To  the  first-named  he  says  he  owes  many 
opportunities,  many  acts  of  friendship,  and 
three  sound  principles  of  money-raising  : — 

1.  Back  your  own  mount. 

2.  Cut  a  loss. 

3.  Follow  a  lead. 

To  the  second  he  owes  wise  advice  con- 
cerning many  difficult  points  on  various 
occasions. 

To  the  third,  years  of  steadfast  backing ;  and 
to  the  fourth,  that  intimate  knowledge  of 
economic  and  other  problems  of  the  blind  to 
which  he  has  devoted  his  enthusiasm  and  his 
gifts. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  he  pays  a  warm 
tribute  to  the  devoted  services  of  his  wife,  who 
for  five  years  acted  as  his  secretary  and  amanu- 
ensis at  the  National  Institute  without  reward. 

"  Our  home,"  says  Mr.  Preece,  "  has 
always  been  the  home  of  lonely  and  distressed 
blind  people,  to  whom  my  wife  is  devoted." 
Their  eldest  son,  who  was  killed  in  the  War, 
left  an  interesting  collection  of  poems  and 
letters,  published  after  his  death.  Their 
second  son  served  in  the  Air  Force,  and  is 
now  in  America. 

When  asked  recently  if  he  found  his  activities 
satisfactory,  Mr.  Preece  said  with  a  smile  :    "  I 
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am  completely  happy.  I  lead  a  very  full  life, 
and  to  tell  the  truth  I'm  more  popular  as  a 
blind  man  than  I  ever  was  as  a  sighted  one." 
He  then  said  that  he  could  have  retired  in  1908 
and  led  a  quiet  and  peaceful  life.  Instead  he 
pursued  a  successful  career,  and  has  become  a 
living  example  of  all  that  the  blind  can  do. 
Everywhere  his  addresses  attract  the  interested 
attention  of  his  listeners,  and  bear  fruitful 
results  for  his  cause. 

He  knows  how  to  blend  the  sublime  with 
the  ridiculous,  and  the  whole  forms  a 
narrative  rich  in  humour  and  pathos.  Sir 
Arthur  once  said  of  him  that  he  was  one  of  the 
best  six  after-dinner  speakers  in  London. 

He  has  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  funny 
stories,  upon  which  he  can  draw  without  the 
least  preparation.  One  of  these,  related 
recently,  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  You  know,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  I 
have  a  licence  to  preach  in  any  consecrated 
building  in  the  diocese  of  London.  Well, 
last  June  I  was  speaking  in  a  big  church  in 
N.E.  London — a  church  in  which  I  have 
spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Institute  during  the 
last  twelve  years.  When  the  time  came  to 
give  my  address,  the  Churchwarden,  a  burly 
man  weighing  some  19  stone,  grasped  me 
firmly  by  the  arm,  dragged  me  up  twelve  steps 
into  the  pulpit,  piloted  me  round  three 
corners,  sat  me  down  with  a  bump  in  the  seat 
at  the  door,  grasped  me  by  the  elbow,  and 
whispered  hoarsely  in  my  ear  :  '  God  be  with 
you,  my  brother,  but  don't  be  too  long  !  '  " 

The  effect  of  his  optimism  once  had  a  very 
striking  result.  He  had  been  lecturing  to 
some  2.000  people  at  the  Leeds  Institute  of 
Science,  Art  and  Literature,  and  had  returned 
to  London.  Three  days  later  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  owner  of  the  Leeds  Mercury, 
who  was  also  the  Chairman  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  that  city.  This  gentleman 
told  him  that,  although  he  had  been  attached 
to  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  years,  he 
had  never  met  a  blind  man  with  so  illuminating 
an  outlook  on  life.  When  he  went  to  the 
lecture,  he  was  in  a  terribly  despondent  frame 
of  mind  and  almost  despairing.  He  went  home 
invigorated  and  resolved  to  be  of  good  cheer. 
Instead  of  the  lecturer's  fee  of  seven  guineas, 
he  enclosed  a  cheque  of  fourteen  guineas  in 
acknowledgment  of  "  the  influence  of  a  blind 
man  upon  a  depressed  sighted  man." 

Mr.  Preece  likes  to  tell  stories,  and  with  one 
of  his  stories  we  will  end  : — 

"  A  father  was  walking  in  Regent's  Park 
with  his  little  boy,  aged  six.    While  they  were 


talking,  the  little  boy  happened  to  use  the 
word  '  Religion.'  The  father,  not  liking  him 
to  use  words  of  which  he  did  not  know  the 
meaning,  said  :  '  Yes,  but  what  do  you  mean 
by  Religion  ?  '  The  lad  hesitated  for  a  few 
seconds,  and  then  said  :  '  Well,  daddy,  helping 
blind  men  across  the  road.''  " 

Had  the  child  been  asked  to  describe  Mr. 
Preece's  work  and  his  conception  of  life,  he 
could  have  found  no  more  fitting  illustration 
than  these  words.  E.  G. 


PASTIME     OCCUPATIONS    FOR 
THE  BLIND 

THE  Court  of  the  Clothworkers'  Company 
have  decided  to  award  two  prizes  (first 
and  second)  of  £i  5  and  £10  for  the  best  papers 
submitted  setting  out  a  scheme  for  the  develop- 
ment of  pastime  occupations  for  the  blind. 
The  following  conditions  must  be  complied 
with  : — 

(1)  Only  officers  (including  home  teachers) 
of  a  voluntary  agency  for  the  blind  ap- 
proved by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
England  and  Wales  may  compete. 

(2)  The  paper  must  be  typewritten  on  one 
side  of  the  paper  only. 

(3)  The  paper  must  be  signed  with  a 
pseudonym  only  and  bear  no  other 
mark  of  identification.  It  must  be  ac- 
companied by  a  stamped  addressed 
envelope  having  the  pseudonym  adopted 
clearly  marked  on  the  top  left-hand 
corner. 

(4)  The  paper  must  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  to 
the  Clothworkers'  Company,  Cloth- 
workers'  Hall,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.3,  not 
later  than  the  30th  day  of  October,  1926. 


WE  learn  from  the  California  Beacon  that 
a  great  eye-research  laboratory  was 
opened  in  November  at  Baltimore,  when  the 
first  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Wilmer  Insti- 
tute of  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

Dr.  Wilmer  has  been  quietly  working  for 
years,  and  now  the  gratitude  of  one  man  whose 
sight  has  been  saved  has  placed  in  his  hands 
$3,000,000  for  the  equipment  and  endowment 
of  an  institute  of  research  and  teaching. 

Baltimore  and  her  sister  cities  of  the  east 
felt  the  call  at  once,  and  so  ardently  and  enthu- 
siastically have  they  answered  that  the  first 
goal  ($1,500,000)  was  doubled  so  that  the  work 
might  go  on  for  ever. 
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"BLIND"   LITERATURE 

ATTENTION   is    drawn   to   a   reduction 
made  by  the  Postmaster-General  in  the 
rates  of  "  blind  "  literature.    Two  lb.  instead 
of  one  lb.  may  now  be  sent  for  ^d.,  and  a 
packet  not  exceeding  G\  lb.  may  be   sent  for 
i|d.  instead  of  2d. 

For    the    information    of   our    readers,  the 
entire     Post     Office     regulations     regarding 
"  blind  "  literature  are  reproduced  : — 

Papers  of  any  kind,  periodicals  and  books, 
impressed  in  "  Braille  "  or  other  special  type 
for  the  use  of  the  blind,  may  be  sent,  prepaid, 
by    inland    post,    at    the    following    rates    of 
postage  : — 

For  a  packet  not  exceeding  2  lb. 

in  weight  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^d. 

For  a  packet  exceeding  2  lb.  and 

not  exceeding  5  lb.       .  .  .  .  id. 

For  a  packet  exceeding  5  lb.  and 

not  exceeding  6^  lb.     .  .  .  .         i|d. 

Any    such    packet,    if    posted    unpaid,    is 
charged  with  double  postage  ;    if  posted  in- 
sufficiently prepaid,  with  double  the  deficiency. 
To  be  entitled  to  transmission  by  this  post 
a  packet  must  : — 

(1)  Consist  only  of  articles  specially  im- 
pressed as  described  above  for  the  use  of 
the  blind,  and  may  not  contain  any  com- 
munication either  in  writing  or  printed  in 
ordinary  type,  except  the  title,  date  of 
publication,  serial  number,  names  and 
addresses  of  printer  and  publisher,  price, 
and  table  of  contents  of  the  book  or 
periodical,  and  any  key  to,  or  instructions 
for,  the  use  of  the  special  type,  or  any 
enclosure  except  a  label  for  the  return  of 
the  packet. 

(2)  Bear  on  the  outside  the  inscription 
"  Literature  for  the  Blind,"  and  the 
written  or  printed  name  and  address  of 
the  sender. 

(3)  Be  posted  either  without  a  cover,  or  in 
a  cover  open  at  both  ends  which  can 
easily  be  removed  for  the  purpose  of 
examination. 

(4)  Not  exceed  6J  lb.  in  weight  or  2  ft.  by 
1  ft.  by  1  ft.  in  dimensions,  or,  if  made  up 
in  the  form  of  a  roll,  30  inches  in  length 
and  4  inches  in  diameter. 

If  any  of  these  conditions  be  infringed  the 
packet  will  either  be  charged  as  an  insufficiently- 
paid  printed  paper  or  letter,  or  transferred  to 
the  Parcel  Post,  and  charged  with  a  fee  of  id., 
in  addition  to  any  deficient  parcel  postage, 
whichever  charge  is  the  lower. 


The  use  of  printed  labels  with  the  necessary 
inscription  is  recommended. 

"BLIND"   LITERATURE   FOR  PLACES 
ABROAD. 

Packets  containing  papers  impressed  for  the 
use  of  the  blind  sent  to  any  place  abroad  are 
accepted  up  to  a  maximum  weight  of  6|  lb. 
The  prepaid  rate  of  postage  on  such  packets 
is  : — ■ 

2  lb.  ..  ..      Id. 

4  lb.  ..  ..      id. 

6$  lb ijd. 

In  all  other  respects  the  regulations  re- 
garding printed  papers  apply. 

NATIONAL    LIBRARY     FOR    THE    BLIND 
LIST    OF    ADDITIONS 

FICTION. 

Arnim,  Countess  von.     Love      .  .           .  .           .  .  5  vols. 

Baker,   M.       Little   Girl  who   Curtsied   to   the 

Owl         .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  1  vol. 

Benson,  E.  F.     The  Relentless  City      .  .           .  .  4  vols. 

Bindloss,  H.     Mrs.  Daventry's  Mistake            .  .  3  vols. 

Chambers,  R.  W.     Haunts  of  Men        .  .           .  .  4  vols. 

Collins,  Wilkie.     No  Name         .  .          .  .           .  .  13  vols. 

Conrad,  J.     Rescue          .  .           .  .           .  .  7  vols. 

Croker,  B.  M.     Katherine  the  Arrogant           .  .  4  vols. 

Curwood,  J.  O.     Valley  of  Gold             .  .           .  .  5  vols. 

Davis,  R.  H.     Captain  Macklin             .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

Deland,  M.     New  Friends  in  Old  Chester        .  .  4  vols. 

Diver,  M.     Strange  Roads          .  .           .  .           .  .  5  vols. 

Hales,  A.  G.     McGlusky's  Great  Adventure    . .  4  vols. 

Hope,  Anthony.     Man  of  Mark              .  .          .  .  2  vols. 

Skeletta  "  and  the  White 


Jamieson,  Isobel 

Knight 
Kaye-Smith,  S. 
Kaye-Smith,  S. 
Mann,  Mary  E. 


3  vols. 

Challenge  to  Sirius     .  .          . .  7  vols. 

Green  Apple  Harvest             . .  5  vols. 

Astray  in  Arcady       .  .           .  .  4  vols. 

Nesbit,  E.     New  Treasure  Seekers        .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

Phillpotts,  Eden.     Up  Hill,  Down  Dale           .  .  5  vols. 

Rohmer,  Sax.     Dope       .  .          . .           .  .          .  .  5  vols. 

Sabatini,  R.     Trampling  of  the  Lilies  .  .          . .  4  vols. 

Scott,  Lucy  M.     Dewdrops  from  Fairyland    .  .  1  vol. 

Stacpoole,  H.  de  Vere.     Garden  of  God           .  .  4  vols. 

Stacpoole,  H.  de  Vere.     Ocean  Tramps            .  .  4  vols. 

Strachey,  M.     Nightingale  (Life  of  Chopin)     .  .  4  vols. 

Webling,  Peggy.     Fruitless  Orchard     .  .           .  .  4  vols. 
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THE  HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  FUND 
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to 
Colleges 


EADERS  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
the  Henry  Stainsby  Memorial  Fund 
(registered  under  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920)  is  making  good  headway. 
It  is,  however,  felt  that  there  are 
still  a  number  of  friends  who  would 
like  to  be  associated  with  the  move- 
ment to  perpetuate  the  name  of  one 
who  played  so  great  a  part  in  the 
lives  of  the  sightless.  That  the 
object  of  the  Fund  to  present  gifts 
of  recognised  Institutions  and 
for  the  Blind  on  completion  of 
their  training  has  met  with  general  approval 
and  sympathy  will  be  gathered  from  the  fol- 
lowing- extracts  selected  at  random  from  the 

o 

many  kind  letters  received  : — 

It  was  with  much  pleasure  that  I  read  of  the  starting 
of  a  Memorial  Fund  to  commemorate  the  life  and  work 
of  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby.  The  plan  suggested  is  an 
excellent  one. 

We  are  in  full  sympathy  with  the  object  of  your 
Appeal,  and  wish  you  the  fullest  measure  of  success. 

With  our  good  wishes  and  hopes  that  the  Appeal 
may  meet  with  support  commensurate  with  the  ^elp 
that  Mr.  Stainsby  rendered  the  blind  in  his  life  of 
work  on  their  behalf. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  enclosing  my  cheque  to- 
wards the  Fund  which  is  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  the  late  Mr.  H.  Stainsby  in  just  such  a  practical 
manner  as  he  would  have  wished. 

I  think  the  object  of  the  Fund  is  a  most  laudable 
one,  and  will  prove  a  great  help  to  many  starting  in 
life. 

I  feel  that  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  put  would 
greatly  appeal  to  him. 

I  think  it  is  a  splendid  idea,  and  trust  that  it  will 
be  well  supported. 

I  am  heartily  in  sympathy. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Appeal  you  are  making  may 
be  generously  responded  to,  as  Mr.  Stainsby  was  not 
only  respected  but  loved  by  all  with  whom  he  was 
associated. 

I  think  the  objects  are  good,  and  just  as  he  would 
have  wished. 

I  think  the  purpose  to  which  the  money  is  put  is  an 
admirable  one,  quite  after  our  dear  old  Chief's  own 
heart.  ...  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  associated  with  a 
memorial  to  one  of  the  best  friends  the  blind  ever  had. 

At  the  most,  these  small  contributions  can  only 
reflect  in  a  small  way  the  esteem  in  which  Mr. 
Stainsby  was  held,  and  the  appreciation  of  his  life- 
long work  for  the  blind. 

The  plan  suggested  is  an  excellent  one,  and  will,  I 
am  sure,  receive  the  support  of  many  who  were  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Stainsby  in  one  way  or  another. 

We  all  looked  on  Mr.  Stainsby  as  a  clever  and 
wise  deviser  of  apparatus  for  our  use,  and  also  a  kind 
friend  and  adviser  in  any  matter  that  perplexed  us. 


Trusting  this  worthy  object  will  receive   the    support 
it  deserves. 

A  small  offering — with  very  great  appreciation  of 
all  his  great  work  for  the  blind — and  many  pleasant 
memories  of  helpful  intercourse  and  friendship. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  many  acts  of  kindness  I  have 
received  from  him,  and  I  wish  the  Fund  every  success, 
and  shall  do  all  I  can  to  make  it  known. 

I  only  wish  I  could  give  more,  and  wish  the  scheme 
every  success. 

I  enclose  cheque  ....  with  a  profound  sense  of  its 
(the  Fund's)  claims  on  all  those  who  have  shared  in 
the  innumerable  and  priceless  benefits  owed  by  the 
sightless  at  large  to  the  splendid  work  of  the  late 
Secretary-General  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind. 

We  are  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  showing  our 
warm  appreciation  of  Mr.  Stainsby's  sympathetic  and 
untiring  work  on  behalf  of  the  blind. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  had  it  been  possible  for 
Mr.  Stainsby  to  choose  his  own  memorial,  he  would 
probably  have  selected  almost  the  identical  idea  that 
you  and  your  committee  are  about  to  carry  out. 

I  hope  a  large  sum  will  be  raised  for  the  very 
worthy  cause  to  commemorate  a  splendid  life  work. 


MASSAGE     EXAMINATION 
RESULTS 

AT  the  recent  examination  of  the  Char- 
tered Society  of  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics,  two  blind  candidates  were  pre- 
sented from  the  Massage  School  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  success- 
fully qualified  in  both  subjects.  In  addition 
to  the  Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics  ex- 
aminations, the  blind  candidates  in  question 
have  passed  the  special  examination  in  Medical 
Electricity. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  both  these 
students  were  sent  for  training  in  massage  to 
the  National  Institute  by  the  Royal  Blind 
Asylum  and  School,  Craigmillar  Park,  Edin- 
burgh. These  are  the  first  two  women 
students  received  into  the  Massage  School 
from  Craigmillar,  and  it  is,  therefore,  es- 
pecially gratifying  that  such  successful  results 
have  been  obtained.  One  masseuse  has 
returned  to  Edinburgh,  where  she  will  take 
up  work  ;  the  other  has  already  started  work 
in  the  Massage  Department  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  a  half-time  appointment 
at  a  clinic  near  London  has  also  been  obtained 
for  her. 
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THE    INNER   VISION 


SN'T  it  marvellous  !  "  "I  had  no 
idea  the  blind  could  do  so  much !  " 
"  It's  like  a  fairy  tale  !  "  These  and 
similar  comments  were  to  be  heard 
at  the  New  Gallery  Cinema  on 
April  13  th,  when  a  private  view  was 
given  of  the  National  Institute 
Film,  produced  by  J.  de  la  Mare 
Rowley  and  photographed  by 
Harold  Jeapes.  The  title  of  the  film 
has  been  happily  chosen.  The 
pictures  on  the  screen  before  us  were  repre- 
sentative of  all  that  the  National  Institute  is 
doing  to  compensate  the  blind  for  the  gift 
which  has  been  either  withheld  or  taken  from 
them,  and  have  been  as  happily  chosen  as 
the  title  of  the  film. 

We  saw  the  babies  in  their  "  Sunshine " 
Homes,  where  they  are  cared  for  and  taught 
to  work  and  play  and  to  feel  their  way  to  use- 
fulness. We  saw  blind  men  and  women 
pursuing  their  professions  as  secretaries,  as 
masseurs  and  masseuses,  as  telephonists,  as 
piano-tuners,   as    stereotypers,   and   the   aged 


blind  in  homes  and  hostels.  We  saw  the 
printing  of  Braille  and  Moon  books.  Pleas- 
antly and  naturally  the  story  developed,  with 
no  hint  of  "  sob-stuff,"  but  leaving  the  im- 
pression of  a  wonderful  tale,  "  almost  too 
good  to  be  true."  The  showing  of  this  film 
should  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  general  public  concerning  the  blind, 
and  it  has  had  a  wonderful  "  send-off." 

After  the  private  view  a  Press  luncheon  was 
held  at  the  Georgian  Room,  "  les  Gobelins  "' 
Restaurant,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  Chairman 
of  the  National  Institute,  presiding. 

Having  proposed  the  health  of  "  The  King," 
Captain  Towse  gave  a  brief  resume  of  what 
the  Institute  has  already  accomplished  and 
what  it  hopes  to  accomplish  in  the  future. 
Until  comparatively  recently,  he  said,  blind 
persons  were  regarded  merely  as  nuisances, 
and  were  classed  almost  among  lunatics.  To- 
day— thanks  in  a  great  measure  to  the  work  of 
the  Institute,  which  has  extended  its  influence 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  throughout  the 
Empire — things  had   changed.      There   were, 


A   "Sunshine"    Baby's  Morning  Tub. 
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however,  approximately  50,000  blind  persons 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  it  was  the  ambition 
of  the  Institute  to  take  every  one  of  these  off 
the  rates  and  make  them  all  independent  wage- 
earners  and  income-tax  payers.  For  this,  funds 
were  urgently  needed.  The  printing  of  Braille 
books  alone  involved  a  heavy  expenditure. 
During  the  last  ten  years  2,500,000  volumes 
had  been  published,  which  were  sold  for  the 
use  of  the  blind  at  one-third  of  their  actual  cost. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Lyons,  chairman  of  the  London 
branch  of  the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors' 
Association,  said  the  only  way  by  which  those 
who  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  sight  could  ex- 
press their  gratitude  was  by  contributing,  much 
or  little  according  to  their  ability,  to  assist  the 
institution  of  which  Captain  Towse  was  the 
chairman.  For  his  part,  he  would  do  his 
utmost  to  ensure  that  the  film  -they  had  just 
seen  was  presented  in  as  many  cinema  theatres 
throughout  the  country  as  possible. 

Responding  on  behalf  of  the  guests,  the 
Hon.  J.  Lloyd  Price,  Agent-General  for  South 
Australia,  said  that,  though  not  very  emotional, 
the  film  of  "  The  Inner  Vision  "  had  brought 
home  to  him  more  poignantly  than  ever  before 
how  grievous  is  the  affliction  under  which  the 


blind  suffer,  and  how  thankful  all  those  who 
can  see  ought  to  be.  There  could  be  no  more 
noble  task,  in  his  opinion,  than  that  which  the 
Institute  had  undertaken.  On  "  Geranium 
Day  "  especially,  when  a  collection  was  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Institute,  it  was  the  absolute 
duty  of  every  good  citizen  of  the  Empire  to 
give  as  much  as  he  could  to  such  a  cause. 

Amongst  those  present  were  :  Lady  Blood, 
Sir  Harry  and  Lady  Burt,  General  Sir  Walter 
Campbell,  Lady  Campbell,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
d'Erlanger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fildes,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Robin  Grosvenor,  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Heaton,  Lady  Jordan,  Mrs.  Kendal,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  G.  W.  Neale,  Sir  David  Murray,  Lady 
May,  Sir  Michael  and  Lady  O'Dwyer,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kitchin,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Mowatt,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wagg,  Lady  Limerick,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Pleydell-Bouverie,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Towse, 
Lord  and  Lady  Strathspey,  Lady  Salter,  Sir 
Alexander  Diack,  Captain  Donald  Simson,  Sir 
Courtauld  Thomson,  the  Dowager  Lady  Raglan, 
Rear-Admiral  Smith-Dorien,  the  Hon.  Sir 
Edward  Thesiger,  Mr.  Kenneth  Barnes,  Lady 
Edward  Spencer-Churchill,  and  Mr.  Victor 
Gordon. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  Press  has 
given  the  film  a  hearty  welcome. 
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DEFINITION  OF  BLINDNESS 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  CIRCULAR 

A  CIRCULAR  dealing  with  the  welfare  of 
the  blind,  their  training  and  employ- 
ment, and  a  definition  of  blindness,  has  been 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  County 
and  County  Borough  Councils,  Local  Edu- 
cation Authorities  and  Voluntary  Agencies 
in  England  and  Wales. 

In  consultation  with  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  Minister  of  Health  has  had  under  consi- 
deration certain  difficulties  arising  out  of  the 
definition  of  blindness  set  out  in  the  Regu- 
lations governing  the  Exchequer  grant-in-aid 
of  services  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and 
other  difficulties  apparently  due  to  a  lack  of 
adequate  co-ordination  between  those  con- 
cerned with  the  education  and  training  of  the 
blind  and  those  concerned  with  their  employ- 
ment. 

The  definition  of  blindness  as  set  forth  in 
paragraph  10  of  the  Regulations  is  "  too  blind 
to  perform  work  for  which  eyesight  is  essen- 
tial." This  definition  is  substantially  the  same 
as  that  contained  in  Section  I  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920. 

"  In  interpreting  that  definition,"  the  circular 
states,  "  the  Minister  has  followed  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  report,  dated  21st 
July,  1915,  of  the  Ophthalmological  Section  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  which  not  only 
suggested  the  definition  now  used,  but  indi- 
cated a  standard  of  interpretation.  The  report 
states  that  precise  numerical  formulae  of  visual 
acuity  are  useful  as  guides,  and  proceeds  as 
follows  : — 

"  '  Experience  shows  that  persons  whose 
acuity  of  vision  (refractive  error  being 
corrected)  is  below  one-twentieth  of  the 
normal  (3/60  Snellen)  are  usually  unable 
to  perform  work  requiring  eyesight, 
while  persons  with  vision  better  than  one- 
tenth  (6/60  Snellen)  are  usually  able  to 
perform  some  such  work.  Persons  with 
intermediate  degrees  may  or  may  not  be 
able  ;  much  depends  on  intelligence  and 
bodily  strength,  and  much  on  the  nature 
of  the  blindness. 

"  '  A  person  whose  so-called  blindness 
depends  on  defects  in  the  centre  of  the 
visual  field  may  fail  to  reach  a  given 
standard,  and  yet  be  able  to  perform 
some  kinds  of  work  requiring  eyesight ; 
while     another    person     suffering    from 


great  contraction  of  the  field  of  vision 
may  surpass  the  same  standard,  and  yet 
be  unable  to  walk  alone,  or  to  do  any 
kind  of  work  requiring  eyesight.' 

"  It  is  accordingly  the  practice  of  the 
Minister  to  regard  persons  whose  visual 
acuity,  after  correction  of  refractive  errors,  is 
greater  than  6/60ths  (Snellen)  as  not  being 
blind,  unless  the  defect  of  eyesight  includes 
such  special  conditions  as  a  great  contraction 
of  the  field  of  vision." 

The  Minister  regards  it  as  essential  that  only 
visual  factors  should  be  taken  into  account, 
and  that  other  bodily  or  mental  infirmities  pre- 
disposing to  incapacity  should  be  disregarded. 
The  circular  points  out  that  these  considera- 
tions should  be  borne  carefully  in  mind  by 
everyone  responsible  for  certifying  persons  as 
blind,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  inclusion  in 
a  grant-aided  service  or  otherwise ;  and  all  ap- 
plications to  the  Minister  for  the  approval  of 
new  entrants  to  such  a  service  should  be  ac- 
companied by  medical  certificates  indicating 
the  degree  of  visual  acuity  in  each  eye  of  the 
new  entrant,  and  the  nature  of  the  visual 
defects  present.  The  medical  officer  making 
the  examination  should  be  informed  of  the 
general  considerations  indicated  above. 

It  is  added  that  where  a  certificate  is  given 
by  a  qualified  medical  practitioner  on  the  ad- 
mission of  a  student  to  a  training  course  to  the 
effect  that  the  student  is  or  is  likely  to  be  "  too 
blind  to  perform  work  for  which  eyesight  is 
essential,"  the  Minister,  while  reserving  the 
right  to  consider  every  case  on  its  merits,  will, 
as  a  general  rule,  be  prepared  to  agree  to  pro- 
vision being  made  for  the  subsequent  employ- 
ment of  the  student  under  the  Grant  Regu- 
lations. 

"  While  the  Minister  and  the  Board  are  of 
opinion  that  the  onus  of  responsibility  for 
deciding  whether  any  given  student  should  be 
admitted  to  a  particular  course  of  training 
should  properly  rest  with  the  Local  Education 
Authority,  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  and 
the  Managers,  who  are  cognisant  of  all  the 
circumstances,  the  Board  will  be  prepared  to 
give  their  advice  if  desired  in  cases  of  special 
difficulty. 

"  If  in  particular  cases  it  is  desired  to  admit 
to  a  recognised  training  Institution  a  student 
who  is  not  likely  to  become  eligible  for  sub- 
sequent employment  under  the  Minister's 
Regulations,    the    Managers    and    the    Local 
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Authority    concerned    should    satisfy    them- 
selves : — 

"  (/)  That   no   blind   student  will  be  ex- 
cluded   or    deprived    of  training    by 
reason  of  his  admission,  and 
"  (if)  That  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
the  partially-blind  student  being  able 
at  the  end  of  the  course  of  training  to 
earn  a  satisfactory  living  in  the  trade 
in  which  he  is  to  be  trained  without 
the  financial  and  other  benefits  avail- 
able    to     blind     persons     under     an 
approved    scheme    under    the    Blind 
Persons  Act." 
It  is  urged  that  great  care  should  be  taken 
in  selecting  the  trade  which  every  student  is 
to  be  taught,  having  regard  to  the  locality  in 
which  he  lives,  and  the  prospects  of  his  ob- 
taining remunerative   employment    when    his 
training  is  completed. 

Copies  of  this  Circular — No.  68 1 — may  be 
purchased  directly  from  H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  Adastral  House,  Kingsway,  London, 
W.C.2,  and  branches,  or  through  any  book- 
seller.    (Price  2d.  net.) 

ORGAN  APPOINTMENT 

WE  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Mr. 
Lawrence  Raper  has  been  appointed 
organist  of  Christ  Church,  Mirfield. 

Mr.  Raper  was  trained  at  the  Leeds  School 
for  the  Blind,  where  he  received  musical  in- 
struction from  Miss  Alice  Haller,  L.R.A.M. 
Later,  he  went  to  the  Midland  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  Nottingham,  where  he  studied  the 
organ  with  Mr.  H.  Harris,  A.R.C.O.,  and  the 
piano  with  Miss  Ada  Richardson,  L.R.A.M. 

Christ  Church,  Mirfield,  is  Mr.  Raper's 
first  organ  post,  and  we  wish  him  every  success 
in  his  new  work.  Like  many  other  blind 
organists,  he  has  found  a  Braille  copy  of  the 
English  Hymnal — published  a  short  time  ago 
by  the  National  Institute — quite  invaluable. 

«*» 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  March  they  were  notified  of  5  5 
new  cases.  The  sum  of  £j  was  expended  in 
training  fees,  and  that  of  £471  18s.  cjd.  in  relief. 
Gifts  to  the  value  of  £36  10s.  od.  were  pro- 
vided. 

It  is  now  the  definite  policy  of  the  Institute 
to  administer  relief  and  other  forms  of  assist- 
ance through  the  appropriate  County  Asso- 
ciations. 


OBITUARY 

WE  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
Colin  Macdonald,  who  for  45  years 
has  occupied  the  position  of  manager  of  the 
Royal  Dundee  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

A  native  of  Ross-shire,  Mr.  Macdonald  after 
leaving  school  spent  a  year  in  a  lawyer's  office 
at  Dingwall,  and  thereafter  went  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  served  for  two  years  in  the  head  office 
of  the  North  British  Railway  Company. 

Desiring  a  wider  field  for  his  energies,  he 
obtained  in  1874  an  appointment  in  the  Royal 
Edinburgh  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  and  in  a 
short  time  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  assis- 
tant manager.  At  the  end  of  1 880  the  manager- 
ship of  the  Dundee  Institution  became  vacant, 
and  Mr.  Macdonald  was  chosen  from  over  100 
applicants  to  fill  the  post. 

An  account  of  Mr.  Macdonald's  life  and  of 
his  work  for  the  blind  appeared  in  The  Beacon 
for  April,  1924. 

NATIONAL    LIBRARY    FOR    THE 
BLIND 

18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,   S.W.I. 

READING    COMPETITION 

The  Reading  Competition  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  May  15th,  the  Preliminaries  at  the 
Library  and  the  Finals  at  the  Hoare  Memorial 
Hall,  Church  House,  Westminster. 

Professor  Gilbert  Murray,  Mr.  W.  de  la 
Mare  and  Professor  B.  Macdonald  have  kindly 
consented  to  judge  those  readers  who  qualify 
to  compete  in  the  Finals. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  may  be  a  large  number 
of  entries  in  the  Junior  events. 

Class  A.     Those  between  the  ages  of  12 

and  16. 
Class  B.     Those  under  12  years  of  age. 

It  is  further  hoped,  should  there  be  sufficient 
entries,  to  inaugurate  a  new  event  for  the 
reading  of  Moon  type.  This,  however,  will 
not  be  held  unless  there  are  at  least  four  com- 
petitors. The  class  is  for  habitual  Moon 
readers  only. 

Competitors  in  sending  in  their  names 
should  state  in  which  class  they  are  entering. 

Further  particulars  can  be  obtained  from 
The  Secretary,  National  Library  for  the  Blind, 
18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.I. 


J.  1T.J2,         -GLC^i^C/iV 


THE    STUDENTS'    LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE   FOR  THE   BLIND 

LANGUAGES,    MODERN. 

Author.  Title. 

Anderson.     French  Prose  Composition  (Key  to) 
Barlet  and  Mason.     French  Prose  Reader 
Barres,  Maurice.     Colette  Baudoche 
Balzac,  H.  de.     Peau  de  Chagrin 
Carroue,  F.     New  Course  of  Commercial  French 
Cattaneo,  G.     Italian  Reader 

Commynes.     Memoires  de  Phillippe  de  Commynes    .  . 
Conscience.     Le  Gentilhomme  pauvre 
Daudet,  A.     Lettres  de  mon  Moulin 
Daudet,  A.     Le  Petit  Chose  en  Provence  (with  notes) 
Dent.     First  French  Book 

Des  Granges.     Histoire  de  la  Litterature  francaise    .  . 
Dickinson.     English    Selections    from    French    Prose 

Composition 
Donard.     Impressions  d'une  Seconde  Vie 
Fiedler,  H.  G.     Book  of  German  Verse 
Fiedler,  H.  G.     Third  German  Grammar,  Reader  and 

Writer 
Flaubert,  Gustave.     Trois  Contes. 
France,  Anatole.     La  Rotisserie  de  la  Reine  Pedauque 
Froissart,  Sir  J.      Extraits  des  Chroniques 
Gautier,  T.     De  Paris  a  Bruxelles  en  Diligence 
Giacomelli,  A.     Vigilie 
Goethe.     Iphigenie  auf  Tauris 
Goldoni.     La  Locandiera 
Graeme  Ritchie,  W.  L.     French  Prose  from  Calvin  to 

Anatole  France 
Graham  and  Oliver.     German  Commercial  Practice.  . 
Guerini.     Trenta  Novelle 
Hugo.     Spanish  Grammar 
Keller.     Kleider  machen  Leute 

Lamartine.     Deux  Heroines  de  la  Revolution  francaise 
Lange.     English  and  German  Idioms 
Lazare.     Half  Hours  with  Modern  French  Authors  .  . 
Lembeck.     Die  besten  Gedichte 
Levy,  A.     Napoleon  intime 
Loti,  Pierre.     Jerusalem 
Loti,  Pierre.     Le  Pecheur  dTslande 
Maeterlinck,  Maurice.     Morceaux  choisis 
Marchetti.     New  and  Easy  Method  of  Learning  the 

Italian  Language 
Maurer.     Libro  de  Lectura  Para  Principante .  . 
Mayer.     German  Grammar  (syntax) 
Mayran,  C.     L'Epreuve  du  Fils 
Machiavelli.     II  Principe 
Meissner.     Public  School  German  Grammar 
Michelet,  J.     Jeanne  d'Arc 


Vols. 

4 

13 


6 
7 

13 
2 
4 
8 
4 
4 

1 

2 
5 

3 
2 
5 
4 
1 
7 
2 
2 

7 
6 
2 
3 
3 

2 
6 
2 
4 
3 
3 
3 

5 
5 
2 
2 
2 


Moliere.     Tartuffe 

Otto.      German  Grammar 

Padovani.     II  Segreto  della  Mummia  .  . 

Pellico.     La  Mie  Prigione 

Pellissier.     French  Unseens 

Racine.     Andromaque 

Racine.     Athalie 

Rostand,  E.     Cyrano  de  Bergerac 

Rostand,  E.     L'Aiglon 

Rostand,  E.     La  Princesse  Lointaine  .  . 

Ruffini.      Dottore  Antonio 


4 
1 

3 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 
4 
1 
10 


Sainte-Beuve.     Trois  Portraits  litteratures 
Sainte-Beuve.     Franklin 

Sarolea.     Anthologie  des  Poetes  lyriques  francais 
Segur.     Un  Aide  de  Camp  de  Napoleon 
Spiers.     Rapid  French  Exercises 
Spiers.     Practical  French  Grammar 
Themoin,  F.     Expressions  Idiomatiques 
Weekley  and  Poget.     Commercial  French  Reader 
Wildenbruch.     Das  edle  Blut 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Les  Cent  Meilleurs  Poemes 
Ponsard.     Charlotte  Corday 
Racine.     Phedre 

Thirion.     French  Irregular  Verbs 
Ricci.     Le  Cento  Migliori  Poesie 
France,  Anatole.     Jocaste 
France,  Anatole.     Thais 
Moliere.     Le  Misanthrope 
Moliere.     Le  Medecin  Malgre  Lui 
Barcan.     Legendes  normandes 
Hugo,  Victor.     Hernani 


LIVERPOOL  CORPORATION  AND 
THE  BLIND 

ON  Saturday  afternoon,  April  17th,  the 
Liverpool  Corporation  inaugurated  a 
scheme  of  free  admission  to  blind  persons  to 
the  Organ  Recitals  on  the  world-famous 
instrument  in  St.  George's  Hall  in  that  city. 
The  Lord  Mayor  (Mr.  F.  C.  Bowring)  attended 
officially. 

The  decision  to  grant  this  privilege  is  a 
sequel  to  a  request  sent  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. It  is  proposed  to  issue  tickets,  avail- 
able at  any  date.  These  are  sent  out  to  the 
various  Liverpool  organisations  for  the  blind 
for  distribution.  The  privilege  is  to  be  on 
trial  for  six  months. 

The  City  Organist,  Mr.  Herbert  F.  Elling- 
ford,  Mus.  Bac.  (Oxon.),  rose  to  the  occasion 
by  giving  a  Recital  (to  open  the  series)  entirely 
devoted  to  the  works  of  living  blind  com- 
posers. In  this  Recital  no  less  than  four  out  of 
the  nine  items  were  selected  from  the  National 
Institute  Edition  of  Works  of  British  Blind 
Composers  ;  and  in  addition  to  programme 
notes,  giving  information  about  the  com- 
posers, the  recitalist  gave  an  account  (also  on 
the  programme)  of  the  work  done  by  the 
National  Institute  on  behalf  of  blind  musicians 
and  students.  The  Corporation  and  its  dis- 
tinguished organist  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  lead  they  have  given,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  friends  of  the  blind  will  see  that  they  are 
duly  informed  of  these  privileges,  in  order  that 
they  may  avail  themselves  and  so  assist  in 
obtaining  an  extension  of  the  concession  in 
other  centres. 
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EYES    TO    THE    BLIND 

AN    APPRECIATION 

By  ERNEST  FOWLES 

The  following  excerpt  from  the  February  issue  of  "  The  Music  Teacher,"  one  of  the  principal  journals  of 
its  kind  in  this  country,  is  of  special  i  alue  as  the  absolutely  independent  criticism  of  Mr.  Ernest  Foivles, 
F. R. A.M.,  the  well-known  author  of  many  musical  text-books.  Mr.  Fowles  is  Lecturer  on  "Musical 
Appreciation  "  and  kindred  subjects  at  the  Training  College  for  Music  Teachers,  Marylebone,  an  acknowledged 
authority  on  the  Pianoforte  and  its  literature,  and  incidentally  a  valued  member  of  the  Music  Consultative 
Committee  of  the  National  Institute.  It  was,  however,  in  his  private  capacity  as  a  contributor  to  the  pages 
of"  The  Music  Teacher"  that  the  critique  of  the  new  "Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation"  was written,  and  our 
■readers  will  be  gratified  that  a  musician  of  such  eminence  has  found  it  possible  to  speak  °f  &  *n  such  unqualified 
terms  of  acceptance.  Editor,  Beacon. 


ERE  is  a  wonderful  and  mighty 
effort  {Key  to  the  Braille  Music 
Notation,  Novello,  5s.)-  It  is  a 
work  to  make  you  gasp,  a  work 
which  impels  you  to  a  deep  and 
searching  inward  glance.  How 
small  are  the  efforts  of  those  of  us 
who  have  no  tragic  handicap  to 
excuse  want  of  adventure,  compared 
with  the  story  of  bravery  revealed 
in  this  volume  !  To  read  it  is  the 
most  bracing  tonic  I  have  had  for  many  a 
long  day. 

No  Appeal  to  Sentiment. 
And  yet  there  is  absolutely  no  appeal  to 
sentiment.  You  turn  over  page  after  page 
only  to  read  details  connected  with  a  notation 
of  music  for  the  blind,  all  tabulated  just  as  you 
would  expect  to  find  them  in  any  ordinary 
book  of  the  kind  written  for  those  with  sight. 

A  Difference. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  a  difference.  Beneath 
the  printed  characters  and  paragraphs,  arranged 
with  such  scholarly  skill,  you  feel  at  once  the 
presence  of  the  handicap  and  the  unwearying 
patience  of  which  the  work  is  so  manifestly 
the  offspring.  As  you  read  the  brief  historical 
notes,  you  are  conscious  of  the  hugeness  of  the 
difficulty  and  the  triumph  of  the  issue. 

The  Range  of  the  Notation. 
It  seems  to  me  that  nothing  will  more 
astonish  the  reader-musician  than  the  range  of 
notation  achieved  by  this  remarkable  system. 
You  would  naturally  expect  to  find  the 
mechanism  of  note-values,  time-divisions,  and 
the  like  fully  provided  for  ;  but,  however 
great  your  anticipation,  you  could  hardly  be 
prepared  to  meet  provision  for  practically 
every   word,    sign   and    symbol   used   in   the 


writing  of  music.  For,  not  to  mention  phrase- 
marks  and  the  ordinary  necessaria  of  inter- 
pretation, you  come  across  the  symbolism 
common  to  string  and  vocal  music  ;  and, 
perhaps  most  significant  of  all,  indications  of 
graces,  both  of  the  older  and  modern  types. 

A  Useful  Index. 
The  index,  in  itself,  would  be  useful  to  test 
the  notational  knowledge  of  all  who  desire  to 
make  their  musical  equipment  complete.  Those 
about  to  work  papers  for  the  forthcoming 
L.R.A.M.  and  A.R.C.M.  examinations,  for 
instance,  could  not  do  better  than  go  through 
this  index,  point  by  point,  as  a  means  of  testing 
their  acquaintance  with  the  very  large  number 
of  issues  raised. 

Sight  Reading. 

Another  interesting  point  is  concerned  with 
the  actual  notation.  Our  notation  is  a  matter 
for  the  eye.  The  notation  for  the  blind  is  a 
matter  for  the  touch  instinct.  The  mental 
images  involved  in  either  case  are  exactly 
similar,  the  difference  being  only  in  the  sense 
employed  to  bring  them  into  life.  It  now 
remains  to  be  seen  whether,  with  their  com- 
pletely standardised  system,  the  blind  will  not 
forge  ahead  more  successfully  in  the  reading 
of  music  than  their  full-sighted  brethren.  I 
hope  they  will  ;  if  only  to  show  how  pitifully 
low  is  still  the  standard  of  reading  visual 
notation.  May  it  not  even  be  possible  that 
posterity  will  record  victory  on  the  part  of 
those  able  to  see  brought  about  by  the  example 
of  those  unable  to  see  except  with  the  inward 
eye  ? 

Shall  We  All  Learn  Braille  ? 

Of  one  thing,  at  least,  am  I  certain.  It  would 
do  us  all  good  to  take  a  course  in  Braille. 
Most  of  those  who  read  notation  glibly  have 
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but  little  conception  of  the  problem  it  is  to 
those  who  read  only  with  infinite  stumblings. 
To  the  expert  reader,  the  grasp  of  Braille 
would  be  as  profound  a  difficulty  as  the 
ordinary  staff-notation  is  to  the  average  student. 
At  any  rate,  the  experiment  would  let  in  a 
little  light,  and  make  for  sympathy  and  fuller 
understanding  on  the  part  of  the  fortunate  and 
naturally  equipped.  I  am  sure  that,  in  offering 
the  heartiest  congratulations  to  the  compilers 
of  this  admirable  volume,  I  shall  be  voicing 
the  opinion  of  every  reader  of  The  Music 
Teacher.  May  they  be  repaid  for  their  infinite 
labour  of  love  ! 


GREATER  LONDON  FUND 

THE  past  month  has  been  a  busy  one.  The 
evening  of  March  ist  was  chosen  for 
three  successful  events  :  a  concert  at  North 
Finchley  Sisterhood ;  the  annual  entertain- 
ment at  Holy  Trinity  Church  Hall,  arranged 
by  Mr.  Edward  Rew  ;  and  an  address  to  the 
Toe  H.  Willesden  Group,  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece. 

The  second  annual  dance  at  Tottenham  was 
largely  patronised  on  March  3rd,  and  the  local 
committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a  fine 
result. 

March  5  th  was  also  chosen  for  two  impor- 
tant events — the  first  effort  of  the  Northwood 
"  Helpers  of  the  Blind,"  who  invited  Mr. 
Delmage  to  give  one  of  his  delightful  lantern 
lectures,  and  a  "  Geranium  Day  "  meeting  and 
entertainment  at  Wimbledon,  organised  by 
Mrs.  Robb-Smith.  Mrs.  Percy  Mortimer  was 
the  hostess,  and  the  very  able  chairman  was 
Councillor  A.  A.  Drake.  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  spoke  in  support  of  the  objects  of  the 
meeting.  The  "  Arts  and  Drama  "  Players 
and  some  charming  children  contributed  to 
the  entertainment. 

Staines  Circle  "  Helpers  of  the  Blind " 
secured  a  crowded  audience  for  their  concert 
at  the  Town  Hall  on  the  10th,  blind  artistes 
providing  the  programme. 

Mrs.  Arnold  Hill,  Chairman  of  the  Surbiton 
"  Geranium  Day  "  Committee,  issued  invita- 
tions for  a  meeting  and  performance  of  "  In 
the  Next  Room,"  by  the  Thames  Valley 
Players,  on  the  13  th.  The  Gables  Theatre  was 
kindly  lent  by  Mrs.  Boret,  and  the  chair  was 
taken  by  the  Honourable  Mrs.  P.  M.  Herbert, 
wife  of  the  Bishop  of  Kingston.  The  Mayor 
of  Kingston  was  among  those  who  supported 
Mrs.  Hill  on  the  platform.     A  second  perfor- 


mance of  the  same  play  was  given  in  the  evening 
in  aid  of  the  fund. 

On  the  1 6th,  a  Circle  of  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind  "  was  formed  in  Fulham.  Invitations 
were  issued  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  speakers  (in 
addition  to  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece)  were  Lt.-Col. 
Vaughan-Morgan,  M.P.,  Dame  Beatrice  Lyall, 
J.P.,  L.C.C.,  and  Captain  F.  W.  Hobbs,  L.C.C. 

The  Wandsworth  Circle  organised  a  suc- 
cessful concert  on  the  20th,  and  the  Palmer's 
Green  Circle  were  responsible  for  an  enter- 
tainment by  the  Palmer's  Green  Players  on  the 
24th.  Bridge  players  filled  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Macgregor  at  Dulwich  to  overflowing  for  her 
annual  "  Geranium  Bridge  Drive." 

Susan,  Duchess  of  Somerset,  very  kindly 
placed  her  drawing-room  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Westminster  Circle  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
26th,  and  herself  occupied  the  chair.  The 
speakers  were  Mr.  J.  Monteith  Erskine,  M.P., 
Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  and 
Mr.  H.  C.  Preece.  Mrs.  Frances  Goldsmith, 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Circle,  made  an 
appeal  for  "  Geranium  Day  "  helpers,  which 
met  with  a  good  response. 

The  St.  Albans  Circle  held  a  successful 
meeting,  under  the  chairmanship  of  His 
Worship  the  Mayor,  to  gain  new  members. 
Among  those  who  supported  him  were  the 
Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  St.  Albans  and  the 
Dowager  Countess  of  Verulam,  who  was 
present  and  has  consented  to  become  President 
of  the  re-formed  Circle. 

Other  events  organised  on  behalf  of  the 
fund  were  a  concert  by  the  North  Watford 
Conservative  Club  ;  a  whist  drive  at  the 
Village  Club  Hall,  Warlingham ;  and  a 
concert  at  the  Palace  Pavilion,  Hounslow.  In 
addition  to  providing  the  programme  at  these 
two  concerts  and  assisting  at  the  various  Circle 
meetings,  the  blind  artistes  have  given  concerts 
at  East  Ham,  Wood  Green,  Crofton  Park, 
Tottenham,  Clapham,  Ponders  End,  Acton 
and  the  St.  David's  Literary  Society,  Lewisham. 


WIRELESS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

AS  a  result  of  the  appeal  for  wireless  sets 
and  headphones  for  blind  people,   the 
following  have  been  received  up  to  April  13  th  : 
52  crystal  sets  and  24  headphones. 
The  following  have  now  been  distributed  : 
147   sets,    261    headphones,  106   licences, 
and  25   aerials. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR   THE    BLIND 

HANDICRAFT  SUBJECTS  IN  THE  HOME   TEACHERS'    EXAMINATION 


O  secure  the  Home  Teachers'  Certi- 
ficate, candidates  must  pass  in  three 
Home  Occupation  subjects,  and 
these  may  be  selected  from  a  list  of 
seven  given  in  the  syllabus,  or  a 
subject  not  included  in  the  list  may, 
with  the  approval  of  the  examiners, 
be  substituted.  In  previous  years 
bead  work  and  Esparto  mat-making 
have  been  approved  as  alternative 
subjects,  but  the  majority  of  candi- 
dates will  doubtless  find  in  the  list  three  sub- 
jects suited  to  their  individual  tastes  and 
capabilities,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  few  brief 
hints  on  these  subjects  may  be  helpful.  Hand 
knitting,  being  a  subject  on  which  information 
is  readily  available,  has  not  been  dealt 
with  ;  the  other  subjects  are  dealt  with  in  the 
order  in  which  they  appear  in  the  syllabus. 

Chair  Caning.  The  essential  tools  are  : 
the  punch  or  clearer,  the  bodkin,  small  mallet, 
knife,  and  wooden  pegs.  Chair  cane  is  sold  in 
half-pound  bundles,  in  six  sizes,  numbered  ac- 
cording to  width  from  No.  i,  the  narrowest, 
to  No.  6  (beading),  the  widest.  Present  prices 
per  lb.  are  approximately  as  follows  :  No.  i  : 
4s.  6d.  ;  No.  2  :  4s.  3d.  ;  No.  3  :  3s.  9d.  ;  No. 
4  :  3s.  6d.  ;  No.  5  :  3s.  3d.  ;  No.  6  :  2s.  9d. 
The  following  is  the  course  through  which  the 
writer  would  take  a  pupil  if  circumstances  per- 
mitted : — Procure  a  straight-fronted  bedroom 
chair  which  requires  re-caning,  and  instruct  the 
pupil  in  taking  out  the  old  seat.  Then — for 
the  same  reasons  that  Braille  pupils  begin  with 
giant  dots — teach  the  four-time  pattern,  using 
No.  4  cane  throughout.  Next  the  five-time 
pattern  with  No.  3,  and  then  the  six-time 
pattern  with  No.  2  for  the  "  back  to  fronts  " 
and  "  side  to  sides  "  and  No.  3  for  the  diago- 
nals. Single  and  double  Victoria  patterns 
could  be  shown  later  on  a  rectangular-shaped 
seat.  The  following  method  of  doing  a  six- 
time  (or  six-way)  seat  will,  it  is  believed,  find 
favour  with  the  examiners  : — First,  a  set  of 
single  "  back  to  fronts  "  ;  next,  a  set  of  single 
"  side  to  sides  "  resting  on  top  of  the  first  set  ; 
next,  a  second  set  of  single  "  back  to  fronts  " 
above  the  foregoing  two  sets  ;  and  then  the 
"  weavings  "  or  "  creepings,"  each  strand  of 
which  is  woven  in  above  (nearer  to  back  of 
seat)  the  corresponding  strand  of  the  first 
"  side  to  sides."     In  doing  the  weavings,  each 


strand  of  the  second  "  back  to  fronts  "  is 
brought  to  the  left  of  its  fellow  in  the  first  set, 
and  this  method  ensures  that  the  diagonals 
shall  fit  into  their  proper  positions  if  the  first 
set — begun  at  bottom  left-hand  corner  of  seat 
— is  taken  over  the  "  side  to  sides  "  and 
under  the  "  back  to  fronts."  The  second 
diagonals — begun  in  bottom  right-hand  corner 
— will  pass  over  the  "  back  to  fronts  "  and 
under  the  "  side  to  sides."  "  Chair  Caning  " 
(published  in  Braille  by  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind),  with  its  accompanying  "  In- 
struction Frame," — the  latter  illustrating  the 
text  by  means  of  actual  examples  of  caning- — 
gives  useful  information  on  this  subject. 

Rush  Seating.  An  article  on  this  subject 
appeared  in  The  Beacon  of  December,  1924,  and 
also  in  Progress.  In  this  article  the  present 
writer  classified  chair  rush  into  three  species, 
viz.,  green,  golden,  and  salt-water.  This  class- 
ification is  accepted  by  the  rush-seaters  of  High 
Wycombe  and  by  experts  elsewhere,  but  not, 
apparently,  by  the  rush  merchants  of  London, 
who  supply  two  kinds  only,  the  green  and  the 
salt-water.  This  certainly  simplifies  matters 
for  the  candidate,  and  as  the  salt-water  rush  is 
golden  in  colour,  the  confusion  of  the  two 
species  is  quite  understandable.  The  booklet 
"  Rush  Work,"  post  free  6|d.,  from  the  Rural 
Industries  Bureau,  258-262  Westminster  Bridge 
Road,  London,  S.E.i,  will  be  of  help  to  the 
student. 

Pulp  Cane  Work.  Eight  articles  on  this 
subject  have  appeared  in  The  Beacon,  the  first 
in  the  January,  1925,  number,  and  most  of 
these  have  been  reprinted  in  Progress.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  trade  terms  are 
required  by  the  examiners  {e.g.,  "  stakes  "  not 
"  spokes  "),  and  these,  together  with  practically 
all  the  other  information  required  for  the 
examination,  will  be  found  in  these  articles. 
Present  prices  of  pulp  cane  per  lb.  range  ap- 
proximately from  3s.  for  No.  000  to  is.  8d.  for 
No.  16.  Broadly  speaking,  there  should  be  a 
difference  of  at  least  two  sizes  between  bottom 
sticks  and  stakes  ;  between  stakes  and  waling  ; 
and  between  waling  and  siding.  Slewing 
should  be  proportionately  smaller  than  randing, 
and  double  stakes  than  single  ones.  A  very 
good  method  of  beginning  a  plaited  border, 
and  one  suited  to  blind  workers,  is  described 
in  Weldon's  "  Basket  and  Cane  Work." 
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Netting.  Weldon's  "  Practical  Netting  " 
gives  full  information,  and  accessories  for  the 
work  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Cox  &  Co., 
99  and  101  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

Straw  Bag  Making.  An  article  describing 
the  making  of  straw  bags  on  the  type  of  wood 
frame  which  has  nail  points  projecting  from 
its  upper  surface,  appeared  in  the  July,  1925, 
Beacon,  and  also  in  Progress.  Another  type  of 
frame  is  in  use  on  which  the  plait  is  bound 
horizontally,  the  uprights  being  woven  in 
afterwards. 

Raffia  Work.  Two  articles  on  this  sub" 
ject  appeared  in  The  Beacon,  the  first  in  March 
and  the  second  in  April  of  this  year,  and  several 
inexpensive  handbooks  dealing  with  all 
branches  of  the  work  are  obtainable. 

String  Bag  Making.  The  "  Rapid  Frame 
Knitting  Instruction  Book,"  published  by 
Messrs.  Cox,  contains  full  information  on  this 
subject,  and  instructions  are  also  published  in 
Braille  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
Messrs.  Cox  supply  the  circular  knitting  frames 
and  materials  for  the  work. 


Rug  Making.  "  First  Lessons  in  Rug 
Making "  (Needlecraft,  Ltd.,  2d.)  is  one  of 
several  booklets  which  give  information  on 
this  subject.  The  implement  known  by  the 
somewhat  imposing  title  of  "  Patent  Rug 
Machine  "  is  a  decided  improvement  on  the 
now  almost  obsolete  rug  hook. 

Handicraft  methods  as  taught  in  Institutions 
for  the  Blind  vary,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
some  of  these  methods  are  better  than  others. 
If  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  best  method  in  any 
handicraft,  however  humble,  practised  by  the 
blind,  no  members  of  the  community  are  more 
in  need  of  a  knowledge  of  it  than  they,  and 
much  has  been  done  already  in  providing 
improved  technical  education.  The  writer  is 
far  from  claiming  that  his  methods  are  better 
than  those  taught  by  others,  but  hopes  that  this 
and  other  efforts  may  be  regarded  as  a  small 
contribution  towards  the  ultimate  selection 
and  standardisation  of  handicraft  terms,  tools, 
and  methods,  as  far  as  this  is  possible,  at  least 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Home  Teachers' 
Examination.  A.  G.  K. 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS— (Continued  from  page  2  of  Cover) 


Essays,  Belles  Lettres — 
6180-6184     "  The  Two  Paths,"  by  John  Ruskin,  5  vols. 
6085-6086     "  Old  Lamps  for  New,"  by  E.  V.  Lucas,  2  vols. 

Juvenile  Literature — 
6313     "  Songs  of  Childhood,"  by  W.  de  la  Mare 

Religious — 
5746,  5747     St.  Luke,  A.  V.,  2  vols. 

5755  Ephesians,  Philippians,  Colossians 

5753  I  Corinthians,  A.  V. 

5754  II  Corinthians,  Galatians 
5758     Peter,  John  and  Jude 
5752     Romans,  A.  V. 
5757     Hebrews,  James 

5756  I  and  II  Thessalonians,  I  and  II  Timothy,  Titus  and  Philemon 
5739     Daniel,  A.  V 


per  vol.     3     0 
per  vol.     8     6 


vol. 
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MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications    are  subject  to    a    reduction  of   two-thirds  for  the 
blind    resident   in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 


2352 
2353 
2354 
2355 
2356 
2357 


9199 
9198 


"  The  Final  Shock,"  by  E.  B.  Lytton  (Wide  Line  Reader)      .  . 

"  Annabel  Lee,"  by  A.  E.  Poe  (Wide  Line  Reader) 

"  Jane  Eyre's  Home,"  by  Charlotte  Bronte  (Wide  Line  Reader) 

"  Kubla  Khan,"  by  S.  Coleridge  (Wide  Line  Reader)   . . 

"  Gossamer,"  by  Gilbert  White  (Wide  Line  Reader) 

"  The  Deserted  Village,"  by  Oliver  Goldsmith  (Wide  Line  Reader) 


Hand  Balls 
Foot  Balls 


NEW    APPARATUS— Audible  Playing  Balls 


Postage  extra. 
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Progress. — The  Mysteries  of  a  Coat  of  Arms — Frozen 
Plants — The  Lord  of  the  Umbrella — Perfectly  Lovely 
Times — The  "  Why  Not  ?  " — Matters  of  the  Moment — 
Our  Prize  Competitions — Advertisements — Black  Mr. 
iEsop — National  Library  for  the  Blind  :  Reading  Com- 
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Chess  Supplement  ;  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  : 
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ments Supplement.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 
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plement. (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  12s.  6d. 
pre  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Mr.  Alfred  Hollins,  Mus.  Doc, 
F.R.C.O.  (conclusion) — Composers  and  Radio — Henry 
Stainsby  Memorial  Fund — Advertisement — Notes  and 
News  Concerning  the  Blind — Studies  in  Pianoforte 
Interpretation  —  Westernising  Turkish  Music  —  A 
Quarter-Tone  Piano.  Supplements  :  Braille  Music 
Reviews  ;  Announcements.  Insets  :  Two  "  Pierrot  " 
Pieces,  by  Cyril  Scott.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  12s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Handwork,  No.  1 — 
The  Enchanted  Shirt  (Poem) — Cecil  Sharp — Among  the 
Crocodiles  of  Madagascar — The  Underworld  of  the 
Ocean — Told  in  Playtime — Prize  Competitions — When 
Submarines  Sink — In  Search  of  Happiness.  Insets  : 
"  Comrades  "  Supplement  ;  Announcements  Sup- 
plement ;  Map  of  Scotland  :  General.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National  Union  of 
the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — The  Coal  Report — The 
Science  of  Geometry — The  Poet's  Corner — Colonial 
Notes — International  Notes — Favourite  Quotations — 
Correspondence  —  Stageland  —  Advertisements  and 
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Begging — Blind  Persons  in  Public  Life.  Literary  Sup- 
plement :  "  March  in  the  Copse,"  "  Otters  at  Play," 
"  Religion  and  Science."  Announcements  Supplement. 
Music  Supplement  :  Liza  Lehmann  and  her  Work ; 
"  Marche  Aux  Flambeaux,"  by  Scotson  Clark.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

Channels  of  Blessing.— The  Story  of  the  Heartless  Judge — 
The  Sisters— Thoughts  from  Old  Friends  (Hudson 
Taylor)— The  Pilot — Notes  on  the  Book  of  Proverbs — 
Wayside  Service — Our  Letter  from  India — "  Light  in 
Darkness  "  Birthday  League  Report — Explanation  of 
Texts— Prayer  Union— Our  Post  Bag— Henry  Stainsby 
Memorial  Fund  for  the  Blind — Lowly  Service — Glean- 
ings— With  Christ  in  the  School  of  Prayer — Inset  : 
"  Channels  of  Blessing "  Supplement  :  Ananias  and 
Sapphira  ;    Tools  for  Teachers. 

Santa  Lucia. — Memorial  Fund  for  Blind — Sovereigns  for 
Sixpences — Great  Fast  of  Ramazan — Strange  Delicacies 
—A  Birdland  Wooing— Birds  that  Attack  Men— One  of 
the  Bravest  Deeds  ever  known — Keeping  Touch  by 
Night  and  Day— The  Eel-Fare— Wrychester  Paradise 
(Chapters  XII— XIV),  by  J.  S.  Fletcher— Thought  for 
the  Month— White  Elephants— The  Voice's  Atlantic 
Voyage.     (Is.  8d.  per  month,  post  free.) 

The  Seeker.— To  Our  Readers — The  Seven  Words  from 
the  Cross,  by  the  Editor  —  Hindoo  Religion,  IV:  The 
Yoga  Doctrine  (concluded),  by  W.  Loftus  Hare— The 
Mystery  Teaching  of  the  Bible,  IV  :  The  Meaning  of 
Names,  by  Daisy  E.  Grove— The  Dramatic  History  of 
the  Christian  Faith,  III  :  St.  Paul  and  the  Spreading 
of  the  Faith,  by  J.  J.  Van  Der  Leuw — Girolamo  Savona- 
rola, by  W.  P.  Swainson  (concluded)— When  I  am  Dead  : 
The  After  Life—"  He  Who  Wonders  shall  Reign  " 
(Poem)—"  The  Christ  of  the  Andes  "—The  Syro- 
Phoenician  Woman  :  A  Spiritual  Monologue,  by  H. 
Orsmond  Anderton — Extracts. 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  Us.  6d.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in  Moon 
type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news  of  the 
world.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


The  Moon  Magazine. — The  Pink  Cups — The  Fourth 
Woman — Mr.  "  It  " — Houses  Wrecked  by  Salt — All 
from  Sharks  ! — Keeping  up  the  Curfew — An  Amazing 
Feat.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


COUNTY    COUNCIL   OF   THE   WEST   RIDING   OF   YORKSHIRE.         EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT. 


WANTED,  a  sighted  Woman  Teacher  and  Visitor  for  the 
Blind  in  the  Selby,  Goole  and  Thorne  areas  of  the 
County  Council.     Salary,  £156  per  annum. 

Applicants  must  not  be  under  25  nor  over  40  years  of  age, 
and  preference  will  be  given  to  those  who  have  passed 
the  Home  Teachers'  Examination  of  the  College  and 
Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 


The  appointment  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 

Ministry  of  Health. 
Forms  of  Application  may  be  obtained  on   application   to 
the  undersigned,  and  must  be  returned  not  later  than 
the  4th  May,  1926. 

W.    H.    BROWN,    M.A., 
County  Hall,  Wakefield. 


ANNUAL 


DANCING 

(Free) 

ALL  THE  FUN 
OF     THE     FAIR 

BANDS 

Entertainments 

At  3.30  and  5.30  p.m. 
Cabaret  Entertain- 
ments, given  by  the 
children  artistes  from 
the  Anna  Bromova 
School  of  Dancing,  on 
the  Lawn         .  .        1/- 

SPORTS 

At  4.30  p.m.  for 
children  and  "grown- 
ups" ..  FREE 
GOOD      PRIZES 

Flannel  Dance 


8  p.m. 
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Garden    Fete 


IN  THE   GROUNDS   OF 

"SUNSHINE"  HOUSE,  CHORLEY  WOOD, 
SATURDAY,  MAY  29th,  1926,  at  2  p.m. 

In  aid  of  "  Sunshine  "  House,  Chorley  Wood,  one  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Homes 
founded  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l. 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 
The  Fete   to  be  opened  at   2  p.m.    by 

LADY    MAUD    CARNEGIE 


TICKETS    Is.    3d.    EACH,    including    Tax 

Buy  your  ticket  beforehand  ;   you  may  get  a  lucky  number  which  will  entitle  you  to  one  of  the 

following  gifts  : — 

FREE  TRAVELLING  &  HOTEL  ACCOMMODATION  IN  LOVELY 

LUCERNE    FOR     ONE     WEEK,    including  excursions   to   Rigi, 

Mount  Pilatus,  Altdorf,  Andermatt,  etc.    Presented  by  the  Polytechnic 

Touring  Association,  Regent  Street,  W.i. 
FIRST-CLASS    TICKET,    LONDON    TO   FLUSHING,   including  two 

days'    accommodation    at    the    Grand    Hotel    Britannia,    Flushing. 

Presented  by  the  Folkestone-Flushing  Royal  Mail  Route. 
"WHIRLWIND"    SUCTION    SWEEPER.     Presented  by  Messrs. 

Stapley,  Harrison  &  Watson,  London,  E.C. 
WIRELESS    SET.     Presented  by  The  Marconiphone  Co.,  London. 
SET  OF  "PYREX"  TRANSPARENT  OVEN  WARE.    Presented 

by  the  Ware  Flint  Glass  Works,  Sunderland. 
LADIES'    HANDBAGS.     Presented    by    Messrs.    Mark   Levy    &    Co., 

Alexander  Clark  &  Co.,  and  H.  Marshall  &  Co.,  London. 
PAIR  OF  SILVER-MOUNTED  GLOBE  SCENT  BOTTLES.    Presented 

by  Sydney  G.  Jacobs,  London. 
SET  OF  ALUMINIUM  DOUBLE-DETACHABLE  SAUCEPANS  AND 

FRYPANS.     Presented  by  The  Domestic  Inventions,  Ltd.,  London. 
A  TEA-SET.     Presented  by  The  Merchant  Adventurers,  London. 
A   LADY'S   UMBRELLA.    Presented  by  Messrs.  S.  Fox  &  Co.,  Sheffield. 
A    LARGE   BOX    OF    CHOCOLATES.      Presented  by  Madame  Claire, 

Baker  Street,  W.i. 
THEATRE    TICKETS    FOR    TWO    AT    WEST   END  THEATRES, 

and  many  other  prizes,  including   gifts  from  Messrs.  Doulton  &  Co., 

the  Fulham  Potteries ;  Waterman's  Fountain  Pen  Co.  ;  Manuel  Lloyd 

&  Co.  ;  Staines  Kitchen  Equipment  Co.  ;  Mutax  Co.,  etc. 


STALLS 

Tea.     Mrs.   Spillane,  Mrs.   Fraser,  Mrs.  Lambert,  Mrs.   Stanesby. 

Sweets,  Cigarettes  and  Soft  Drinks.     Mrs.  Needham,  Mrs.  Boyle,  Mrs.  Walker. 

Produce.     Mrs.  Oldham,  Mrs.   Norman. 

Needlework.     Mrs.  Gold,  Mrs.   Hall,  Mrs.  Fison,  Miss  Leat. 

miscellaneous.     Mrs.  Backwell. 

ADMISSION   (after  6  p.m.)   NINEPENCE,  including  Tax 


For  tickets  and  further  particulars  apply  to  members  of  the  Committee,  and  Miss  Stone, 
Lower  Road,  Chorley  Wood  ;  Mr.  Waghorn,  High  Street,  Rickmansworth  ;  at  both  of  which 
addresses  the  above-mentioned  prizes  will  be  on  view. 


Pnnted  by  EDSON  (Printers)  limited  (T.U.).  15a  Springdale  Road.  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 
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MUSIC 

The    prices    of   the    following  pieces  of    music   are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind    resident   in    the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — Anthems — 

7122  "  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,"  by  Elvey  (Vertical  Score) 

7123  Ascension  Hymn,  by  J.  Schicht  (Vertical  Score) 

7124  "  Unto  Thee,  0  God,"  by  Wolstenholme  (Harvest),  (Vertical  Score) 
Organ — 

7125  Choral-Prelude  on  a  theme  by  "  Tallis,"  Op.  20,  No.  3,  by  Harold  E.  Darke  (Bar  by  bar) 

7126  Six  Preludes  (Short  and  Easy  Voluntaries),  by  L.  Henniker  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7127  Concert  Overture  in  F  minor,  by  Hollins  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7128  "  Fingal's  Cave  "  Overture,  by  Mendelssohn  (Arr.  by  H.  F.  Ellingford),  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

7129  "  Handelesques  "  (Suite  in  the  18th  century  Style),  by  Yvonne  Adair  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7130  Sonata  No.  26  in  E  flat,  Op.  81a,  Macpherson's  edition,-  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 

7131  Four  Little  Poems,  Op.  32,  by  MacDowell  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7132  Northern  Folk  Songs,  by  Palmgren  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7133  Impromptu  Waltz,  by  C.  M.  Spurling  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7134  "  Knicks-Knacks,"  Suite,  by  Frank  Tapp  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano  Duet — 

Tarantelle,  by  N.  Rubinstein  (Bar  by  bar) — 

7135  Primo  part,  pocket  size 

7136  Secondo  part,  pocket  size 
Dance — 

7137  "  The  Tin-Can  Fusiliers,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  H.  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7138  "  Valencia,"  Song  One-Step,  by  J.  Padilla  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7139  "  Ukulele  Lullaby,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  G.  Williams  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Violin  and  Piano — 

7140  "  Menuet  a  1' Antique,"  by  Borowski  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

7141  "  Glory  to  God  on  High  "  (Sacred),  by  Allitsen  (F  :   Compass  D  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7142  Six  Silly  Songs  for  Sensible  Children,  by  Ernest  Austin  and  Ernest  Bryson,  pocket  size 

7143  "  The  Snowdrop,"  by  Harold  Craxton  (E  flat  :   Compass  E  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7144  "  The  Song  of  Mephistopheles  "  (Song  of  the  Flea),  by  Moussorgsky  (B  minor  :   Compass  A,  to  G'),  pocket  siz 

7145  "  Nymphs  and  Shepherds,"  by  Purcell  (F  :   Compass  C  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7146  "  The  Two  Grenadiers."  by  Schumann  (G  minor  :   Compass  B,  to  D'),  pocket  size 
7118     "  Evening  Melody."  Medium  voice,  by  Cvril  Scott  (Compass  B,  to  F') 
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BRAILLE   BOOKS 

The    prices    of    the    following   publications    are    subject   to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 


for 


Fiction — 
6399-6406     "  The  Woman  in  White,"  by  Wilkie  Collins,  8  vols. 
6489-6492     "  Monsieur  Lecoq,"  by  Emile  Gaboriau,  4  vols.    .  . 
6525.  6526    "  The  Grey  Room,"  by  Eden  Phillpotts,  2  vols. 
6416,  6417   '•  Joking  Apart,"  by  Hon.  Mrs.  Dowdall,  2  vols. 
6413-6415     "  Erewhon,  or  Over  the  Range,"  by  Samuel  Butler,  3  vols. 

Poetical — 
6318,  6319     Selections  from  "  The  Poetical  Works  of  John  Keats,"  1st  and  2nd 

Classics — 
6752-6755     "  The  Odyssey,"  translated  into  English  verse  by  J.  W.  Mackail.  4  vols. 


cries,  2  vols..  . 


per  vol.  9  0 

per  vol.  6  3 

per  vol.  9  9 

per  vol.  6  3 

per  vol.  6  0 

per  vol.  2  6 

per  vol.  9  3 
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Price  3d. 

3S.   PER  ANNUM.   POIT   FRKF. 


THE    SIGNIFICANCE    OF    NATIONAL    WORK— I 


E  stated  last  month,  in  our  consi- 
deration of  the  principles  actuating 
the  Institute's  work  and  the  re- 
lationship between  the  Institute 
and  local  agencies  for  the  blind, 
that  the  disappearance  of  national 
work  for  the  blind  would  be  a 
catastrophe,  a  complete  set-back  to 
half  a  century's  steady  accumulative 
labour. 

It  is  our  purpose  now  to  sub- 
stantiate this  statement  by  giving  a  brief 
outline  of  the  main  aspects  of  the  Institute's 
national  work,  and  to  show  how  each  branch 
of  that  work  benefits  not  only  individuals  but 
the  blind  as  a  whole. 

The     Institute's     national     work     may     be 
arranged  under  the  following  headings  : — 

1.  Production  of  Embossed  Publications. 

(a)  Production    of    Books   in    Braille    and    Moon 
types. 

(b)  Production  by  hand  of  Students'  Text  Books 
in  Braille. 

(c)  Production  of  Music  in  Braille  type. 

(d)  Preparation    and    Issue    of    Periodicals    and 
Pamphlets. 

2.  Education  of  the  Blind. 

(a)  Chorley  Wood  College  for.  Girls  with  little  or 
no  sight. 

(b)  Grants  for  Higher  Education  and  Professional 
Training. 

(c)  School  of  Massage. 

3.  The  Care  and  Training  of  Blind  Babies. 

4.  The  Employment  of  the  Blind. 

5.  The  Promotion  of  Home  Industries. 

6.  The  Interests  of  Blind  Musicians. 

7.  Provision    and    Maintenance    of    Convalescent   and 

other  Homes. 

8.  The    Training   of    Blind  Ex-Service  men  ineligible 

for    training    at    St.    Dunstan's,    and    Blind 
Dependents  of  Serving  and  Ex-Service  men. 


9.   Inventions  and  Research. 

10.  The  Provision  of  Apparatus. 

11.  The   Education  of  the  General   Public  as   to   their 

attitude  towards  the  Blind. 

i .  Production  of  Embossed  Publications. 

It  is  difficult  in  these  days  to  imagine  the 
blind  world  as  it  was  before  embossed  types 
were  invented.  Braille  was  at  first  a  small 
star,  its  importance  as  a  luminary  scarcely  sus- 
pected, but  its  light  widened  and  lengthened 
until  it  became  as  a  sun,  and  was  recognised 
as  the  foremost  influence  for  good  in  the  blind 
world.  It  has  completely  transformed  the 
outlook  of  the  sightless  ;  and  it  has  opened 
for  them  careers  and  professions  from  which 
up  to  the  middle  of  the  last  century  they  had 
been  completely  barred.  The  position  of 
many  of  the  blind  to-day  as  wage  earners  and 
self-supporting  citizens  is  directly  due  to 
Braille,  for  without  Braille  the  education  of 
the  blind  would  be  impossible.  Yet  there  are 
still  a  great  number  of  blind  people,  more 
especially  amongst  those  who  lose  their  sight 
in  adult  life,  who  have  never  fingered  a  Braille 
character  ;  and,  should  the  production  of 
Braille  publications  cease,  that  mass  of  un- 
educated blind  people  would  tend  towards  the 
destruction  of  the  spirit  of  independence 
which  is  so  marked  a  quality  in  the  progres- 
sive blind  of  to-day.  Thus  the  blind  might 
again  become  almost  wholly  dependent  on 
indiscriminate  charity,  and  occupy  the  same 
position  in  the  public  mind  as  they  did  a 
thousand  years  ago.  Accordingly,  one  of  the 
foremost  objects  of  any  body  working  for  the 
welfare  of  the  blind  should  be  the  production 
and  dissemination  of  embossed  publications, 
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and  the  furtherance  of  instruction  in  Braille 
amongst  all  classes  of  the  blind  community. 
Three  facts  alone  will  prove  how  great  a  share 
the  National  Institute  has  taken  in  this  all- 
important  work.  (i)  As  the  British  and 
Foreign  Blind  Association  it  was  the  pioneer 
in  this  country  of  Braille  production  ;  (2)  by 
the  work  of  its  home  teachers — now  absorbed 
by  the  local  associations — and  by  the  world- 
wide distribution  of  instruction  books  and 
pamphlets,  Braille  has  been  .taught  to  thousands 
of  blind  people  ;  (3)  since  191 5  nearly  two  and 
a  half  million  embossed  publications  have  been 
produced  by  the  Institute. 

It  would  be  worthless  to  produce  embossed 
publications  if  they  were  not  available  to  the 
blind  generally.  Unfortunately,  the  great 
majority  of  blind  people  are  poor,  and  to  bring 
Braille  publications  within  the  reach  of  all  has 
been  a  work  of  equal  importance  to  that  of 
Braille  production  itself.  Firstly,  there  are 
many  blind  people  who  cannot  afford  anything 
for  books  and  periodicals  ;  to  these  the  Insti- 
tute has  been  as  generous  as  its  finances  have 
permitted,  and  gifts  of  books  and  periodicals 
are  always  made  as  extensively  as  possible  to 
deserving  cases  throughout  the  country. 
Secondly,  the  Institute  has  an  arrangement 
with  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  by 
which  many  copies  of  all  publications  are  pre- 
sented, without  cost  to  the  library,  for  free 
circulation  amongst  the  blind.  Thirdly,  to  all 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles  and 
throughout  the  British  Empire,  the  Institute 
allows  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  of  the  actual 
cost  price  of  books,  thus  bringing  the  prices 
within  the  reach  of  the  most  slender  purse. 
Grants  of  books  and  periodicals  are  also  made 
from  time  to  time  to  schools,  institutions  and 
societies  for  the  blind,  to  all  of  which  the 
above-mentioned  discounts  are  allowed. 

(a)  Production  of  Booths  in  Braille  and  Moon 
types.  A  glance  at  the  most  recent  catalogue 
issued  by  the  Institute  will  show  that  all  tastes 
are  catered  for.  Examples  of  almost  every 
class  of  book  have  been  issued  in  Braille  or  in 
Moon,  the  type  specially  suited  to  the  aged 
blind.  Not  only  are  all  kinds  of  educational 
works  supplied  by  the  Institute  (some  of  them, 
especially  those  in  foreign  languages,  requiring 
expert  care  in  preparation),  but  there  is  a  large 
selection  of  good  fiction.  "  All  work  and  no 
play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy,"  and  blind  Jack 
is  as  natural  and  normal  a  fellow  as  sighted 
Jack.  The  more  the  blind  know  about  life 
the  better  are  they  able  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 


life,  and  every  Braille  publication  circulated 
spells  "  progress."  The  Ministry  of  Health 
has  recognised  the  importance  of  Braille  and 
Moon  production  by  making  the  Institute  a 
small  grant  for  every  book,  pamphlet  or 
periodical  published  ;  this  has  enabled  the 
Institute  to  issue  more  publications  than  here- 
tofore and  to  reduce  the  selling  price,  but  it 
has  by  no  means  eliminated  the  actual  loss 
borne  by  the  Institute  on  every  publication 
sold  to  the  blind  in  this  country  and  through- 
out the  British  Empire.  Taking  the  grant  into 
consideration,  the  value  of  reductions  on 
prices,  including  the  value  of  gifts  (mostly 
books  or  periodicals)  made  to  the  blind 
amounts  each  year  to  approximately  £10,000. 

(b)  Production  by  hand  of  Students'"  Textbookj 
in  Braille.  This  branch  of  the  Institute's  work 
is  of  exceptional  educational  value.  But  for 
its  existence  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  how 
blind  students  training  for  the  clerical,  legal, 
scholastic  and  other  professions  would  be  able 
to  equip  themselves  for  the  necessary  exami- 
nations. The  Students'  Library  is  different 
from  all  other  libraries  for  the  blind.  It  is  a 
library  of  books  which  are  unobtainable  from 
other  libraries.  Other  libraries  provide  books 
generally  in  request  ;  the  Students'  Library 
provides  books  particularly  in  request.  The 
necessarily  limited  production  of  Braille  books 
in  comparison  with  ordinary  books  must 
always  prohibit  a  blind  student  from  access 
through  general  libraries  to  all  the  books  he 
needs.  The  Students'  Library,  however,  steps 
into  the  gap,  and  supplies  such  requirements,  at 
the  same  time  forming  a  collection  of  books  in- 
valuable to  all  blind  students.  No  matter  how 
abstruse  a  work  may  be,  provided  it  is  required 
for  the  studies  of  only  one  blind  student,  the 
Braille  copy  is  prepared  with  all  speed  and 
loaned  to  that  student  for  as  long  as  he  needs 
it.  In  such  manner,  a  library  of  over  6,000 
volumes  has  been  built  up,  mainly  by  the 
devoted  work  of  volunteers,  and  these  books 
are  available  to  every  bona-fide  student.  The 
Institute  also  maintains  a  special  library  for 
blind  masseurs  and  students  at  the  School  of 
Massage,  and  the  formation  of  a  special  library 
for  musicians,  modelled  on  similar  lines  to  the 
Students'  Library,  has  just  been  begun. 
Although  this  work  only  affects  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  total  blind  population  of  this 
country,  we  consider  it  to  be  of  the  highest 
importance,  because  it  endeavours  to  supply 
all  possible  means  to  the  pioneers  of  progress — 
those  men  and  women  of  the  blind  world  who, 
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nothing  daunted  by  the  difficulties  in  their  way, 
aim  at  the  highest,  and  more  often  than  not 
achieve  it.  By  one  victory  a  thousand  attempts 
may  be  inspired. 

(c)  Production  of  Music  in  Braille  type.  Music 
has  always  been  the  art  par  excellence  of  the 
blind.  As  musicians  they  can  meet  on  equal 
terms  with  the  sighted,  and  their  marvellous 
record  as  composers  and  instrumentalists  has 
been  recognised  throughout  the  world.  But 
without  Braille  music  there  would  be  very  few 
blind  musicians.  The  perfection  by  the  Insti- 
tute, through  the  Committee  appointed  by  it, 
of  a  Braille  system  of  musical  notation  capable 
of  interpreting  every  musical  sound  or  harmony 
is,  in  the  musical  world,  one  of  the  outstanding 
achievements  of  modern  times.  It  is  difficult 
to  convey  in  a  sentence  the  nature  and  amount 
of  expert  and  necessarily  expensive  research 
work,  extending  over  a  long  period,  entailed 
by  the  initiation  and  completion  of  the  system. 
But  its  indispensability  may  be  understood  ;  it 
has  benefited  not  only  professional  musicians 
but  the  blind  generally.  Music  is  the  only  art 
which  they  can  enjoy  to  the  full,  assisted 
rather  than  retarded  by  their  handicap  ;  in 
fact,  there  must  be,  in  comparison  with  the 
total  population,  a  far  greater  percentage  of 
blind  people  who  are  proficient  (though 
amateur)  instrumentalists  than  sighted  people. 
The  provision  of  Braille  music,  understand- 
able by  all  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
Braille  notation  system,  may  therefore  be 
regarded  as  an  essential  service  in  the 
interests  of  the  blind  as  a  whole,  and  the 
Institute's  music  catalogue  is  extraordinarily 
representative.  To  all  purchasers  of  Braille 
music  in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the 
British  Empire  a  reduction  of  threequarters  of 
the  actual  cost  price  is  allowed,  while  gifts  are 
made  to  individuals  and  circulating  libraries. 

(d)  Preparation  and  Issue  of  Periodicals  and 
Pamphlets.  Recent  events  have  brought  home 
to  everyone  the  value  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals.  To  be  deprived  of  them  is  like 
being  confined  in  a  village  after  a  tour  of  the 
world.  Contrariwise,  with  their  aid  each  one 
of  us  can  be  a  man  of  affairs,  with  a  vision  free 
as  the  winds.  In  the  blind  community,  pro- 
gress for  thousands  of  years  was  non-existent, 
mainly  because  no  attempt  to  cultivate  the 
inner  vision  of  those  bereft  of  physical  eyesight 
was  made.  But  to  be  cultivated  it  must  first 
be  liberated,  and  the  first  duty  towards  the 
blind  is  to  make  them  "  men  of  affairs."  It  is 
indispensable,  therefore,  that  they  should  be 


kept  in  touch  with  the  news  of  the  world, 
as  the  limitation  of  interests  in  anyone,  with 
or  without  sight,  simply  means  the  limitation 
of  vision.  The  Institute  publishes  nine 
periodicals,  including  two  newspapers,  all  of 
which  are  prepared,  edited,  stereotyped  and 
printed  at  the  Institute.  This  is  a  big  work, 
and  its  success  is  shown  by  the  increasing 
number  of  subscribers  to  the  various 
periodicals.  Not  only  do  the  journals  keep 
the  blind  in  touch  with  the  world  in  general, 
but  they  provide  an  admirable  means  for 
the  exchange  of  views  between  blind  people ; 
they  are  the  organs  of  a  definite  progressive 
community  eager  for  converse,  eager  to 
welcome  newcomers,  and  seeking  above  all 
things  to  explore  means  and  methods  that  may 
lead  to  victory  over  blindness.  The  Institute 
also  prints  and  publishes  the  majority  of  the 
remaining  Braille  periodicals  produced  in  this 
country,  so  that  it  is  not  an  exaggeration  to 
say  that  were  this  activity  of  the  Institute  to 
cease  the  Braille  Press  in  England  and  Wales 
would  be  non-existent,  and  the  blind  through- 
out the  kingdom  would  be  dependent  on 
readers  for  their  knowledge  of  the  world's 
news. 

2.  Education  of  the  Blind. 

Behind  all  progressive  ameliorative  work 
for  the  blind  there  is  an  educational  motive. 
Without  it,  such  work  cannot  keep  in  touch 
with  the  general  tendency  of  the  age.  Indis- 
criminate charity  may  momentarily  relieve  an 
individual,  but  it  does  not  solve  a  problem. 
Charity  should  therefore  always  be  directed 
with  intelligence,  and  intelligence  cannot  fail 
to  introduce  a  progressive  educational  element 
into  every  activity  it  directs. 

The  entire  national  work  of  the  Institute  is 
educative.  Just  as  the  blind  baby  is  taught  to 
overcome  blindness,  so  are  the  aged  blind 
taught  to  mitigate  blindness.  But  there  are 
one  or  two  sections  of  that  work  which  call 
for  special  mention  under  this  heading. 

(a)  Chorley  Wood  College  for  Girls  with  little 
or  no  sight.  This  College  was  established  in 
order  to  provide  blind  girls  with  every  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  a  first-class  education  necessary 
for  a  professional  career.  Its  establishment  is  an 
excellent  example  of  how  those  controlling  the 
policy  of  the  Institute  have  stedfastly  held  to 
the  principle  of  marching  with  the  times. 
During  the  present  century,  the  professions 
have  everywhere  been  thrown  open  to  women 
in  general  ;  why,  therefore — thus  reasoned 
the     Council — should     they     be     closed    to 
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blind  women  ?  Accordingly,  thanks  to 
the  generous  gift  of  a  mansion  eminently 
suited  to  the  purpose,  blind  girls  can  now  be 
prepared  for  university  careers,  and  can  go 
forth  into  the  world  fittingly  equipped  to  be 
leaders  in  a  further  advance  towards  the  ac- 
quisition of  that  independent  spirit  which  is 
an  essential  in  the  solution  of  every  problem 
in  the  blind  world. 

(b)  Grants  for  Higher  Education  and  Professional 
Training.  There  are  many  blind  people  who, 
while  possessing  marked  talents,  are  unable  to 
develop  them  through  lack  of  means  ;  there 
are  others  who,  apart  from  the  cultivation  of 
intellect,  are  unable  to  afford  the  fees  necessary 
for  learning  a  means  of  livelihood.  Such  people 
the  Institute  has  always  made  a  special  effort  to 
assist.  Since  191 8,  the  Institute  has  expended 
the  sum  of  £25,471  on  training  fees  and  educa- 
tional grants,  and  has  assisted,  in  many  other 
ways,  students  and  learners  in  every  walk  of 
life. 

(c)  School  of  Massage.  The  profession  of 
massage  has  long  been  recognised  by  the 
Institute  as  eminently  suitable  for  the  blind. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  other  profession  in  which 
blindness  may  be  transformed  from  a  handicap 
into  an  asset.  The  blind  masseur  appears  to 
possess  powers  of  concentration  only  acquired 
with  exceeding  difficulty  by  those  with  sight, 
while  delicacy,  sensitiveness  and  sureness  of 
touch  are  developed  by  every  action  of  his 
daily  life.  The  Massage  School  of  the  Institute 
has  succeeded  in  training  many  blind  men  and 
women  not  only  to  gain  a  livelihood  but  to 
earn  good  incomes  by  absorbing  work  which 
is  a  direct  benefit  to  the  world  at  large. 
This  is  not  only  a  great  achievement  in  itself, 
but  it  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold  as  a  practical 
demonstration  of  the  powers  that  lie  dormant 
in  the  blind  community.  The  work  of  the 
Institute  for  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  does 
not  end,  however,  in  training  them  ;  a  Massage 
After-Care  Department  promotes  and  guards 
their  welfare  and  interests,  even  though  they 
may  be  established  in  practice  in  the  most  out- 
lying districts  of  the  country.  And  this  work 
is  handled  in  so  capable  a  manner  that  the 
blind  masseur  may  be  regarded  as  the  one 
exception  to  all  other  blind  professional  people 
— he  or  she  is  better  cared  for  than  sighted 
members  of  the  same  profession. 

The  remaining  national  activities  of  the 
Institute  will  be  dealt  with  in  subsequent  issues. 

The  Editor. 


MUSIC    AT    THE    NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE 

THE    concluding  monthly  concert  of  the 
present  season  took  place  on  April  29th. 

The  average  attendance  at  these  concerts  has 
been  good  throughout  the  season,  and  the  pro- 
grammes have  been  greatly  enjoyed.  Many 
sighted  musicians  have  very  kindly  given 
their  services,  and  the  following  blind  artistes, 
who  took  part  in  the  various  concerts,  have 
contributed  much  to  the  uniformly  high 
standard  maintained : — 

Vocalists  :  Mr.  H.  G.  Newell,  Mus.  Bac, 
F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.;  Miss  Sarah  Beddow  ; 
Mr.  Sinclair  Logan,  L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.M. 

Violinists  :  Mr.  Ernest  Whitfield,  Mr.  David 
Lilliman. 

Pianists  :  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall,  L.R.A.M.  ; 
Mr.  Ernest  Crofts  ;  Mr.  H.  V.  Spanner,  Mus. 
Bac,  F.R.C.O. 

Accompanist  :  Miss  Bury. 
*         *         * 

Mr.  Spanner  will  give  his  usual  half-yearly 
recital  at  the  Armitage  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
June  2nd,  at  3  o'clock,  when  his  programme 
will  include  the  test  pieces  for  the  forthcoming 
July  examinations  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Organists. 

In  addition  to  the  examination  pieces  and 
other  organ  items,  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan, 
L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.M.,  will  add  further  variety 
by  contributing  two  groups  of  vocal  solos. 

The  organ  at  the  National  Institute  has  just 
been  fitted  with  "  balanced  swells  "  ;  this  type 
of  up-to-date  swell  pedal  having  been  recently 
added  to  the  College  organ.  The  two  organs, 
therefore,  are  now  sister  instruments. 


Mr.    ILLINGWORTH'S 
RETIREMENT 

AFTER  50  years'  connection  with  Hen- 
shaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Illingworth,  F.C.T.B.,  is  about  to 
retire  from  "  active  service."  First  temporary 
assistant  master,  then  headmaster,  and  finally 
superintendent  of  this  Institution,  Mr.  Illing- 
worth has  proved  a  valuable  contributor  to  the 
well-being  of  the  blind,  and  his  book  :  "  The 
History  of  the  Education  of  the  Blind  "  is 
regarded  as  a  standard  work  on  the  subject. 

A  full  account  of  his  work  for  the  blind  ap- 
peared in  The  Beacon  for  December,  1924. 

We  can  only  add  that  we  wish  Mr.  Illing- 
worth many  healthful  years  in  which  to  enjoy 
his  well-earned  retirement, 


THE    BEACON 

PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

H.    C.    WARRILOW,    F.R.C.O. 


HERE  is  a  notion,  somewhat  pre- 
valent in  the  lay  mind,  that  a  blind 
man  is  necessarily  a  musical  man. 
Now,  although  this  idea  is  er- 
roneous, the  fact  does  remain  that 
a  blind  man  who  has  even  a  spark 
of  the  "  soul  of  music  "  within  him 
is  likely  to  become  in  time  more 
musical  than  his  sighted  brother, 
because  he 
has  of  ne- 
cessity to  pay  more 
attention  to  sounds. 
Leaving  actual  execu- 
tive capacity  out  of 
the  question,  we  may 
say,  therefore,  that  in 
all  probability  the  pro- 
portion of  musical  blind 
people  is  greater  than 
that  of  musical  sighted 
people. 

We  know  many  blind 
folk  who  are  appre- 
ciative of  good  music, 
others  who  are  power- 
ful executants,  and  the 
subject  of  this  month's 
biography  is  an  out- 
standing example  of 
the  heights  to  which  a 
blind  man  can  reach  in 
the  world  of  melody. 

Mr.  Warrilow  tells 
us  that  he  was  always 
attracted  by  music, 
even  before  he  became 
blind.  It  is  therefore 
more  than  likely  that  he 

would  have  chosen  this  career  had  he  retained 
his  sight.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  accomplished 
musician  now  stands  in  the  forefront  of 
English  organists  of  the  day. 

Born  in  Oundle  in  1873,  he  became  blind 
as  the  result  of  an  accident  at  the  age  of  10. 
He  was  sent  to  the  Royal  Normal  College, 
Upper  Norwood,  and  here  he  studied  the 
organ  under  Dr.  Alfred  Hollins,  F.R.C.O., 
and  Dr.   E.   J.   Hopkins,   predecessor  of  Dr. 


Mr.   II.   C.   Warrilow,   f.r.c.o 


piano  with  Mr.  H.  C.  Bannister  and  Mr.  Fritz 
Hartvigson,  and  harmony  and  composition 
with  Mr.  Bannister  and  Mr.  Frederick  Corder. 
He  also  took  the  College  certificate  in  piano- 
forte-tuning, as  well  as  studying  the  usual 
subjects  contained  in  the  school  curriculum. 
A  reasonable  amount  of  time  was  devoted  to 
gymnastics,  in  which  he  excelled,  and  also  to 
skating,  swimming,  boating  and  cycling. 
Mr.  Warrilow  bears 
grateful  testimony  to 
the  excellence  of  the 
training  received  at  the 
College,  which  has 
stood  him  in  such  good 
stead  in  after  life.  He 
says  that  he  found 
Sir  Francis  Campbell's 
wonderful  power  of 
overcoming  obstacles 
most  stimulating. 
After  leaving  the 
College,  he  took  his 
diploma  of  A.R.C.O., 
subsequently  becoming 
a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Organists. 
Nowadays,  the  prepar- 
ation of  blind  candi- 
dates for  these  degrees 
is  a  far  simpler  matter 
than  it  was  at  that  time. 
The  preparation  is  con- 
ducted at  the  schools, 
and  is  very  greatly 
facilitated  by  the 
numerous  Braille 
musical  publications 
now  available.  Mr. 
Warrilow  was  dependent  partly  on  correspond- 
ence, partly  on  the  kind  offices  of  his  friends, 
who  read  to  him  a  considerable  amount  of 
the  matter  which  he  was  obliged  to  study. 

The  then  existing  prejudice  on  the  subject 
of  engaging  blind  organists  was  great,  and  it 
was  only  through  the  fact  that  he  offered  his 
services  free  for  the  first  month  that  he  was 
able  to  secure  the  post  of  organist  and  choir- 
master at  the  Parish  Church  of  Wilmington, 


Walford  Davies  at  the  Temple  Church  ;    the  Kent.     Here  he  remained  for  eight  years,  and 
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gained  experience  which  was  of  the  very  greatest 
value  to  him  in  after  years.  Although  few 
opportunities  for  musical  development  came 
his  way,  he  acquired  one  valuable  asset,  that 
of  independence,  without  which  the  blind  man 
is  very  sorely  handicapped.  He  learnt  to  find 
his  way  about  alone  within  a  radius  of  several 
miles — a  far  more  difficult  proposition  in  the 
country  than  in  town,  so  he  assures  us. 

"  In  my  time,"  he  says,  "  I  have  executed 
great  havoc  in  cabbage  and  cauliflower  patches, 
and  have  fought  uneven  battles  in  a  tangle  of 
gooseberry  bushes.  On  one  occasion  I  had  to 
call  at  a  music  shop  in  a  town  a  few  miles  away. 
Getting  into  the  train,  I  happened  on  a  first- 
class  compartment.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
station,  my  carriage  stopped  just  outside  the 
exit,  and  the  collector  said,  as  he  took  my 
ticket  :  '  You've  just  got  out  of  a  first-class 
carriage.'  '  Have  I  ?  '  said  I,  '  I  can't  see,  you 
know.'  '  Oh,'  said  he,  '  a  man  told  me  that 
last  week.  4d.,  please.'  Not  wishing  to  argue, 
I  paid  my  4d.  and  went  on  my  way  to  the  town. 
On  my  return  to  the  station,  I  was  obliged  to 
cross  the  line,  and  not  knowing  the  exact 
locality  of  the  open  crossing,  turned  to  the 
right.  Finding  no  crossing  there,  I  hopped 
down  on  to  the  rails,  and  walked  across  to  the 
other  side.  As  I  proceeded  down  the  plat- 
form, the  collector,  who  had  witnessed  my 
performance,  said  :  '  Very  sorry,  sir,  here's 
your  4d.  ' " 

At  this  time  Mr.  Warrilow  followed  the 
professions  of  organist,  music-teacher  and 
tuner,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  make  a  liveli- 
hood. He  advises  most  of  those  who  wish  to 
pursue  a  musical  career  to  take  up  tuning  as 
well,  even  though  it  be  discarded  later.  "  In 
most  cases,"  he  says,  "  it  is  a  definite  gain  to 
have  a  second  string  to  your  bow,  and  without 
tuning  it  would  have  been  somewhat  difficult 
for  me  to  have  made  both  ends  meet." 

Besides  his  musical  occupations,  he  was  at 
this  time  an  omnivorous  reader,  his  favourite 
authors  being  Carlyle,  Emerson  and  Henry 
Drummond.  His  family  had  now  removed  to 
Oxford,  and  in  1904  he  obtained  the  post 
of  organist  at  St.  Barnabas,  a  church  well 
known  in  the  Anglo-Catholic  movement. 
From  a  small  two-manual  organ  in  a 
village  church,  he  found  himself  manipu- 
lating a  four-manual  instrument,  and 
officiating  at  elaborate  musical  services  which 
differed  vastly  from  the  simple  requirements 
of  a  village  congregation.  His  work  involved 
copying   and    getting   copied  a  large  amount 


of  music.  It  may  be  noted  that,  immediately 
before  taking  up  the  post,  he  had  to  prepare 
Stainer's  "  Crucifixion,"  three  Communion 
Services  and  the  Gregorian  Pointing  for  the 
Psalms.  During  his  stay  at  Oxford  he  com- 
mitted to  memory  no  less  than  24  Communion 
Services,  amongst  these  being  Gounod's 
"  Messe  Solennelle  "  and  Mozart's  "  Mass 
No.  7  in  B  flat."  In  all  his  work  he  received 
the  untiring  help  of  his  sister,  herself  very 
musical,  who  read  and  played  the  services  to 
him  assiduously.  He  also  had  the  hearty 
assistance  of  the  Vicar,  the  Rev.  Cyril  Hallett, 
now  Archdeacon  to  the  Bishop  of  Zanzibar. 
Without  this  help  his  initial  difficulties  would 
have  been  almost  insurmountable. 

In  1907  he  married  a  Swedish  lady  to  whom 
he  pays  the  warmest  tribute  for  all  her  help 
and  devotion.  "  My  wife,"  he  says,  "  has 
been  helpful  to  me  in  an  abundance  of  ways — 
in  music,  in  reading  aloud,  in  helping  me  to 
get  about,  and  in  the  thousand  and  one  things 
in  which  a  blind  man's  wife  can  be  of  service 
to  him."  Through  her  agency  he  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Edvard  Blom,  musical 
director  of  the  Swedish  Institution  for  the 
Blind  at  Tomteboda,  who  stayed  with  the 
Warrilow  family  at  Oxford  for  about  a  year. 
He  also  got  to  know  Mr.  Harald  Thilander, 
editor  of  the  Esperanta  Ligi/o,  who  is  respon- 
sible for  most  of  the  Braille  printing  in  Sweden, 
and  warmly  supported  the  Braille  Music 
Notation  Revision  Movement.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Warrilow  became  greatly  interested  in  the 
various  movements  associated  with  Spiritual 
Healing. 

In  1916  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  wrote  to  him 
offering  him  the  post  of  Director  of  Music  at 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  This  he 
accepted.  During  his  term  of  office  the  work 
in  the  Institute's  Music  Department  has 
developed  and  expanded  in  many  ways. 
Amongst  other  innovations,  a  tuning  board 
was  set  up,  and  prospective  tuners  were 
required  to  pass  a  test  before  taking  up  posts 
in  factories  and  showrooms.  The  demand  for 
tuners  was  good,  and  over  50  posts  were 
secured  for  them  at  that  period. 

The  subject  of  Braille  Music  Notation  is 
one  which  has  occupied  Mr.  Warrilow's 
attention  extensively.  His  first  connection 
with  public  work  for  the  blind  was  in  1908, 
when  he  attended  the  Manchester  Conference, 
and  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  Mr.  Piatt's 
paper  :  "  Music  for  the  Blind  as  a  Recreation, 
Education    and    Profession,"    which   brought 
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into  prominence  the  position  and  needs  of 
blind  musicians.  This  meeting  saw  the  birth 
of  the  movement  for  the  revision  of  Braille 
Music  Notation.  In  1909  a  little  conference 
took  place  on  the  subject  at  the  Royal  Normal 
College  for  the  Blind,  at  the  invitation  of  Sir 
Francis  Campbell,  and  a  further  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Exeter  Conference  in  191 1.  There- 
after a  regular  committee,  whose  object  was 
to  follow  up  the  Revision  Question,  was  estab- 
lished at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
The  results  of  the  labours  of  this  committee 
and  of  the  suggestions  which  appeared  in  the 
"  Braille  Musical  Magazine  "  (of  which  the 
editors  are  Mr.  Warrilow,  Mr.  Wolstenholme 
and  Mr.  Piatt)  was  the  production  of  the  book- 
let :  "  Additions  to  Braille  Music  Notation," 
which  appeared  in  1922.  The  inkprint  edition 
was  published  in  1925.  The  entire  movement 
will  shortly  be  consummated  by  the  publication 
of  a  primer  by  Mr.  Edward  Watson,  Secretary 
.  of  the  Music  Department,  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  book,  which  will  appear  in  letterpress 
and  in  Braille,  has  now  been  completed,  and 
is  at  the  present  moment  in  the  hands  of  the 
printers. 

In  giving  a  brief  explanation  of  what  the 
system  stands  for  we  cannot  do  better  than 
quote  from  the  Preface  to  the  1922  "  Key," 
as  follows  : — 

The  reconstruction  and  amplification 
of  the  Braille  Music  Notation  system  was 
imperatively  necessary  for  two  reasons  : — 
(1)  To  give  expression  to  the  universally- 
felt  need  for  bringing  the  whole  score 
more  immediately  under  the  finger,  so  that 
blind  musicians  might  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  realising  the  flow  of  the  music 
by  reading  it  through  without  memorising 
it  ;  and  (2)  The  equally  urgent  demand 
for  more  adequately  representing  the 
important  developments  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century 
in  modern  printed  music,  both  in  the 
matter  of  new  signs  and  in  the  method  of 
setting  out  the  score.  The  committee 
responsible  for  the  present  volume  has 
had  in  the  forefront  of  its  programme  the 
idea  of  drawing  closer  together  the  music 
for  the  two  hands  ;  for  it  is  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  adoption  of  this  principle 
is  essential  to  the  development  of  true 
musicianly  memorising — being,  in  fact, 
the  only  method  which  can  enable  a  blind 
musician  to  get  an  immediate  grip  of  the 


whole  score  by  merely  reading  it  through. 
Bar  by  Bar  and  Vertical  Score  naturally 
express  this  conviction,  and  it  will  be 
obvious  that  their  employment  inevitably 
led  to  the  rejection  of  the  old  plan  of 
writing  the  intervals  downwards  in  the 
right  hand  ;  for  it  is  clear  that  the  writing 
of  intervals  in  opposite  directions  in  con- 
secutive bars  could  only  bring  confusion 
to  the  mind  of  the  learner.  The  new 
method  emphasises  the  harmonic  in 
contrast  with  the  melodic  aspect,  but  in 
so  doing  it  is  in  entire  agreement  with 
modern  musical  thought  ;  and  the  adop- 
tion of  this  uniform  treatment  is  undoubt- 
edly a  gain  to  the  teacher,  to  the  pupil, 
and  to  the  music  reader  alike. 

Since   the    adoption   by    the    National 

Institute    of   Bar    by    Bar    and   Vertical 

Score  in  all  its  publications,  these  systems 

have   been    fully    tested  ;      for    a    large 

quantity  of  music  of  all  kinds  has  been 

stereotyped    and    very  extensively    used. 

The  result  is  that  though  there  are  still 

some  who  prefer  the  old  plan  of  writing 

a  section  of  the  right  hand  followed  by 

the    corresponding    section    of    the    left, 

there    is    a    large    consensus   of    opinion 

entirely  favourable  to  the  new  methods, 

while  not  a  few  can  no    longer  endure 

having  to  memorise  music  in  the  old  way. 

All  Braille  music  issuing  from  the  embossing 

presses  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

are  now  in  the  style  elucidated  in  the   1922 

"  Key." 

Mr.  Warrilow  expresses  his  gratitude  to  the 
late  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby  for  all  the  help  and 
encouragement  he  has  received  from  him  in 
his  work  in  the  Music  Department  in  general 
and  in  the  entire  "  Revision  "  movement  in 
particular.  He  also  expresses  his  appreciation 
of  the  work  effected  by  Mr.  Mayhew,  foreman 
of  the  Music  Department,  for  his  experiments 
in  connection  with  the  transcription  of 
Braille  Music.  Finally,  he  expresses  his 
thanks  for  the  able  collaboration  of  Mr. 
Edward  Watson.  Besides  his  association 
with  the  Braille  Revision  movement,  Mr. 
Watson  is  the  editor  of  the  Staff  Notation 
Edition  of  the  Works  of  British  Blind 
Composers  and  the  inaugurator  of  the 
Carol  Appeal.  In  connection  with  the  latter- 
it  is  of  interest  to  state  that  three  booklets  have 
already  been  issued,  of  which  the  two  first  are 
the  entire  production  of  blind  poets  and  blind 
composers.       "  Without    the    ever-ready    co- 
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operation  of  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Mayhew," 
says  Mr.  Warrilow,  "  I  should  not  have  been 
enabled  to  carry  through  successfully  the 
work  which  has  fallen  to  my  lot." 

Mr.  Warrilow's  London  career  is  closely 
interwoven  with  the  work  of  the  Institute's 
Music  Department.  This  work  has  repeatedly 
been  touched  upon  in  these  pages,  so  that 
there  is  no  need  to  do  more  than  again  call 
attention  to  the  large  output  of  music  that 
emanates  from  the  Braille  Press  month  by 
month.  The  monthly  concerts  and  recitals 
in  the  Armitage  Hall  also  form  a  prominent 
feature  of  this  department's  work.  In  1922 
the  Organ  Recital  scheme  of  the  National 
Institute  was  inaugurated.  The  development 
of  this  scheme  by  Mr.  Warrilow  has  already 
done  much  to  bring  blind  organists  and 
composers  into  fuller  recognition,  and  it 
has  now  been  extended  to  the  provinces 
where  it  is  meeting  with  signal  success. 
Amongst  others,  recitals  have  been  given  at 
the  following  London  churches  : — 

City  Temple,  Holborn ;  St.  Clement  Danes  ; 
All  Souls',  Langham  Place  ;  Park  Road 
Wesleyan  Church  ;  St.  James',  Spanish  Place  ; 
Westminster  Chapel,  Buckingham  Gate  ;  St.. 
Mark's,  Kennington  ;  St.  Saviour's,  Ealing  ; 
Free  Church,  Hampstead  Garden  Suburb  ; 
Clapham  Parish  Church  ;  Christ  Church, 
Westminster  Bridge  Road. 

Recently  Mr.  Warrilow  was  asked  which 
instrument  he  preferred  to  play,  and  replied  : 
"  The  organ  has  always  been  my  favourite. 
I  am  greatly  interested  in  organ  music  from 
the  Church  point  of  view,  although  my  ex- 
perience at  the  Institute  has  been  of  untold 
benefit  in  bringing  me  into  touch  with  that 
instrument  from  the  concert  standpoint.  I 
feel  a  certain  loss  through  lack  of  what  I  may 
call  the  responsive  side  of  music,  obtained 
through  accompanying  Hymns  and  Psalms  in 
Church  Services.  The  fact  that,  as  a  blind 
organist,  I  have  had  to  memorise  many  of  the 
Psalms  has  been  a  boon,  for  I  have  always 
found  in  them  a  store-house  of  helpful  thoughts 
for  my  daily  life." 

Mr.  "Warrilow  possesses  the  enviable  gift  of 
being  able  to  extract  humour  and  interest 
from  countless  little  daily  happenings.  The 
other  day,  he  tells  us,  he  got  out  of  a  bus  at 
Golders  Green,  where  he  lives,  and  asked  a 
gentleman  to  show  him  across  the  road.  The 
gentleman  in  question  proved  to  be  the  blind 
singer,  Mr.  Sinclair  Logan.  A  fortnight  later, 
Mr.  Logan  himself  asked  a  passing  gentleman 
to  show  him  across  the  road.     This  gentleman 


proved  to  be  Mr.  Warrilow.  His  brother,  who 
is  connected  with  electrical  journalism,  was 
talking  one  day  to  the  editor  of  the  "  Cabinet- 
maker," and  happened  to  mention  the  fact 
that  his  brother  was  blind.  "  Oh,"  said  the 
editor,  "  wholesale  or  retail  ?  " 

In  the  office  of  the  Music  Department 
letters  frequently  arrive  asking  for  the  despatch 
of  music,  songs,  etc.  On  one  occasion  a 
letter  came  from  a  lady  asking  Mr.  Warrilow 
to  send  her  various  songs,  of  which  she  gave 
a  list,  ending  as  follows  : — 

"  Beat  against  mine,  little  heart," 
and   oblige, 

Yours   truly, 
(there  followed  the  lady's  name). 
Mr.  Warrilow  is  full  of  such  cheery  anecdotes . 
It  seems  impossible  for  him  to  look  on  any  but 
the  bright  side  of  life,  and  it  is  his  philosophy 
that  "  our  highest  vision  is  the  nearest  we  can 
get   to    Truth."      This   cheery   outlook   of  a 
"  smiling   philosopher "   can  well   be   under- 
stood in  one  who  can  slip  away  from  every- 
day cares  and  lose  himself  at  will  in  the  world 
of  music.     For  he  has  the  royal  gift  of  pro- 
viding a  source  of  joy  both  to  himself  and  to 
his  fellow  beings,  because,  though  blind,  he  can 
"  See  and  tell 
Of  things  invisible  to  mortal  sight." 

E.  G. 

WIRELESS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

AS  a  result  of  the  appeal  for  wireless  sets 
and  headphones  for  blind  people,  the 
following  have  been  received  up  to  May  13  th  : 
56  crystal  sets,  24  headphones. 

The  following  have  now  been  distributed  : 
159  sets,  283  headphones,  118  licences  and 
28  aerials. 

<=%> 

SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

THE  next  Examination  for  Gardner 
Trust  Scholarships  of  the  annual  value 
of  £40,  tenable  at  the  Royal  Normal  College 
for  the  Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19,  will 
be  held  on  the  3rd  and  5th  July.  Candidates 
must  have  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  on  or 
before  the  date  of  the  Examination,  must  have 
resided  in  England  or  Wales  for  the  last  five 
years  and  be  intending  to  remain  resident. 
Application  should  be  made  to  the  Principal 
on  or  before  Monday,  the  14th  June,  and  the 
forms,  properly  filled  in  and  completed,  re- 
turned to  the  College  before  the  21st  June,  or 
the  candidate's  name  will  not  be  placed  on  the 
list. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND. 

THE  month  of  April  was  spent  in  busy 
preparation  for  "  Geranium  Day  " — 
now  postponed  until  June  8th — the  outstanding 
event  being  the  reception  on  the  21st  of  leading 
workers  by  Captain  and  Mrs.  Towse  at  Spring 
Gardens  Galleries.  About  500  people  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  were  entertained  by  a  de- 
lightful concert  followed  by  dancing — the 
orchestra  being  led  by  Mr.  Marius  B.  Winter 
— and  cards.  Miss  Anita  Desmond,  M.  Bratza 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall  provided  a  most 
enjoyable  musical  programme,  and  "  Atholl  " 
astonished  everybody  with  his  conjuring  feats. 
Captain  Towse  thanked  the  artistes  for  their 
services  and  the  helpers  for  their  splendid 
work  for  the  Fund.  Mrs.  Basil  Gill  made  a 
strong  appeal  for  enthusiastic  support  on 
"  Geranium  Day,"  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  also 
spoke. 

"  Geranium  Day  "  meetings  were  held  at 
the  All  Saints'  Hall,  Twickenham  ;  at  the 
National  Institute  in  connection  with  the 
organisation  of  the  West  End  ;  and  at  Ken- 
sington. Mrs.  Goldsmith  also  welcomed 
Westminster  workers  at  her  house  on  the 
28th,  and  Mrs.  Alington,  City  workers  on 
the  23rd,  to  meet  the  Lady  Mayoress. 

The  annual  "  Geranium  Day  "  meeting  and 
dance  of  the  Chiswick  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind  "  took  place  on  the  20th  at  the  Town 
Hall.  Colonel  Grant  Morden,  President  of 
the  Circle,  presided,  and  the  special  speaker 
was  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  him  and  to  Mr.  Preece  was  proposed 
by  Mrs.  Grant  Morden  and  seconded  by 
Councillor  Jenkin.  The  Vicar  of  Chiswick 
thanked  the  Colonel  for  presiding. 

"  Geranium  Day  "  addresses  were  given 
also  to  the  Toe  H,  Croydon,  Ilford  and  West 
Ham  ;  Women's  National  Unionist  Associa- 
tion, Hounslow,  and  at  the  Sisterhoods  in 
Lewisham  ;  Crossway  Mission  ;  Croydon  ; 
Goodmayes  ;  Wanstead  ;  Kingsland  ;  West 
Norwood,  and  East  Ham  ;  also  to  the  workers 
in  Walthamstow,  where  the  Sisterhood  are 
co-operating  with  the  Walthamstow  Care 
Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Concerts  were  given  at  Northfleet,  Grays, 
Earlsfield,  A.  and  N.  Stores,  Tollington  Park 
and  Highbury,  in  addition  to  blind  artistes 
providing  the  programme  at  various  meetings. 
They  were  also  invited  to  visit  North  Watford 
again  on  the  i8th,  when  the  North  Watford 
Conservative  Club  organised  a  most  successful 


concert  ;  and  were  heard  at  New  Maiden  for 
the  first  time  at  a  "  Geranium  Day  "  meeting 
and  concert  organised  by  Mrs.  Norrington. 
The  workers  in  the  Borough  of  Hackney  also 
arranged  a  concert  in  support  of  "  Geranium 
Day."  The  Mayor  of  Hackney  presided,  and 
the  speakers  were  Sir  Daniel  Keymer  and  Mr. 
Gane,  of  the  East  London  Home  and  School 
for  Blind  Children,  in  addition  to  Mr.  H.  C. 
Preece.  Miss  Nora  Freeley  and  Mrs.  Laurie 
Thompson  kindly  gave  their  services.  Madame 
Dore  and  her  concert  party  arranged  a  delight- 
ful evening  at  Chingford  on  the  28th,  and 
were  assisted  by  two  of  the  blind  artistes. 

Dances  were  arranged  by  the  8th  London 
R.F.A.  at  both  Plumstead  and  Greenwich  ; 
also  by  the  Camberwell  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind  "  on  the  14th  ;  and  by  the  Edmonton 
Circle  on  the  23  rd.  The  Ashley  Dramatic  Club 
gave  a  very  fine  performance  of  "  Belinda  " 
at  Putney  on  the  22nd,  when  opportunity  was 
given  for  a  "  Geranium  Day  "  appeal. 
*  *  * 

As  we  go  to  Press  we  again  call  our  readers' 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  strike, 
Geranium  Day  has  been  postponed  from  May 
nth  to  June  8th.  An  appeal  for  helpers  ap- 
pears on  page  4  of  cover. 

AN    UNEXPECTED    CHANGE    OF 
OCCUPATION 

A  GENTLEMAN  who  had  expected  to 
spend  the  evening  of  May  nth  counting 
the  proceeds  of  Geranium  Day,  found  himself 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  special  constable  at  the 
London  Docks. 

The  occupations  of  counting  coppers  and 
acting  as  a  "  copper  "  are  both  of  the  utmost 
use  to  the  community. 

**» 

THE  After-Care  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  during  April  they  were  notified  of  23  new 
cases.  The  sum  of  £65  6s.  od.  was  expended 
in  training  fees,  and  that  of  £476  in  relief. 
Gifts  to  the  value  of  £30  were  provided. 

It  is  now  the  definite  policy  of  the  Institute 
to  administer  relief  and  other  forms  of  assis- 
tance through  the  appropriate  County 
Associations. 

Advertisements  for  The  Beacon  should 
come  to  hand  not  later  than  the  18  th  of  the 
month  preceding  that  of  publication. 
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"THE    INNER    VISION" 

FOLLOWING  are  some  of  the  Press 
notices  concerning  the  National  Institute 
Film,  "  The  Inner  Vision,"  of  which  a  private 
view  was  given  at  the  New  Gallery  Cinema 
on  April  13  th  : — 

"  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
'  Inner  Vision '  is  an  intensely  interesting  and 
instructive  piece  of  work  which  deserves  a 
wide  circulation  among  all  blessed  with  the 
gift  of  sight.  .  .  A  remarkable  film.  .  .  It  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  the  picture  was 
followed  by  all  those  who  saw  it  with  the 
utmost  interest  not  unmingled  with  amaze- 
ment. .  .  It  is  certainly  a  film  which  every 
sighted  citizen  should  have  brought  to  his 
notice. 

"  The  picture  ...  is  a  remarkably  interesting 
one — a  romance  with  amazing  revelations.  .  . 
Will  fascinate  and  interest  everyone  of  all  ages. 
.  .  So  well  done,  so  interesting,  even  strongly 
emotional  that  it  deserves  to  take  a  place  in 
the  programme  of  every  theatre." 

The  Film  Renter. 

"  Extremely  interesting." 

The  Kinematograph  Weekly. 


"  The  infinite  adaptability  of  human  nature 
is  poignantly  illustrated  by  the  '  Inner 
Vision.' "  The  Bioscope. 

"  Proves  not  only  very  interesting  but  in- 
tensely moving  in  a  perfectly  natural  way." 

The  Cinema. 

"  An  interesting  and  moving  film.  .  .  It  is 
hoped  that  it  will  be  widely  shown  by  exhi- 
bitors. .  .  It  is  a  film  without  a  scenario  and 
without  a  star,  and  yet  a  vivid  spectacle  which 
has  nothing  in  it  to  hurt  the  susceptibilities  of 
those  who  like  only  pleasant  things.  .  .  There 
is  not  a  single  note  of  tragedy  struck  from 
start  to  finish.  .  .  Representatives  of  the 
cinematograph  industry  express  their  pleasure 
at  the  film  and  consider  it  should  be  widely 
shown."  The  Times. 

"  An  enthralling  and  deeply-moving  film.  .  . 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  cinema  exhibitor 
will  try  to  show  a  portion  at  least  of  this  film. 
...  It  has  a  quality  that  will  move  many 
spectators  to  tears,  but  there  is  sunshine  in  it 
too  and  it  is  the  sunshine  that  makes  it  memor- 
able." Daily  Express. 

"  An  arresting  film,  happily  entitled  '  The 
Inner  Vision.'  '  Daily  Telegraph. 


Geography  by  Touch 
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"  The  film  .  .  .  made  most  of  us  feel  that  we 
were  poor  creatures  compared  with  the  blind 
who  cheerfully  educate  themselves  to  play 
their  part  in  the  world."  Daily  News. 

"  It  is  hoped  that  the  film,  which  is  full  of 
interesting  human  touches,  will  be  widely 
shown  by  exhibitors."  The  Observer. 

"  One  of  the  most  inspiring  films.  .  . 
Without  making  the  slightest  attempt  to 
harrow  our  feelings,  '  The  Inner  Vision  ' 
drives  home  a  wonderful  story  of  triumph 
over  adversity."  The  Star. 

'  You  remember  Maeterlinck's  play  of  the 
blind  men.  Here  is  a  screen  '  story  '  where 
the  ingenious  eeriness  of  that  little  master- 
piece is  translated  into  something  much 
better  !  It  is  translated  into  joy  and  hope, 
and  not  only  things  dreamed,  but  things  done. 
.  .  .  There  is  no  trace  of  sadness  anywhere.  It 
is  full  of  bustle,  activity,  sunshine  and  happy 
faces.  Just  as  a  wonder-film  '  The  Inner 
.  Vision  '  leaves  us  sighted  folk  very  humble." 

The  Referee. 

"  I  heard  on  all  sides  warm  approval  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  film  '  The 
Inner  Vision.'.  .  .  Some  of  the  pictures  were 
moving  and  surprising.  .  .  It  so  manifestly 
allows  the  facts  to  tell  their  own  story  without 
sentimental  adornment."       Morning  Post. 


"  The  picture  is  one  of  the  most  moving  I 
have  ever  seen." 

Oldham  Evening  Chronicle. 
"  A  work  of  absorbing  interest  and  of  great 
educational  value."      Dundee  Advertiser. 

"  A  remarkable  film.  .  .  It  reveals  a  world 
of  wonderful  interest.  .  .  The  pictures  have  a 
strong  emotional  appeal." 

The  Financial  Times. 
"  An  enthralling  and  deeply-moving  film." 

The  Encore. 
"  Of   great  human  interest.  .  .  avoids  any- 
thing   harrowing,    and    is,    indeed,    distinctly 
good  entertainment."  Daily  Graphic. 

"  An  excellent  film."  The  Tatler. 

"  The  photography  is  almost  perfect." 

Cambridge  Daily  News. 
"  Remarkably  vivid  and  sympathetic." 

Daily  Sketch. 
"  It   is   a   great   educational  film,  and  even 
those  who  thirst  for  thrills  will  find  it  more 
touching  than  the  wildest  melodrama." 

Derby  Daily  Express. 
:'  This  film  will  reveal  a  world  of  remarkable 
interest."  Methodist  Recorder. 

"  Vividly  illustrates  the  life  of  the  blind 
from  childhood  onwards  in  all  its  varied 
aspects."  The  Graphic. 


Blind  Veterans  on  their   Chicken   Run  at  Hoole   Bank,  Chester. 
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ADDITIONS      TO      STUDENTS*     LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE    FOR  THE   BLIND 

LITERATURE,   ENGLISH. 

Author.  Title.  Vols. 

Aelfric.     Homilies  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .        2 

Anon.     Anglo-Saxon  Chronicles  .  .  .  .  .  .        5 

Anon.     Beowulf  (ed.  by  Wyatt)  .  .  .  .  .  .        2 

Anon.     Gospel  of  St.  Mark  in  West  Saxon      .  .  .  .        2 

Arnold,  M.     Essays  in  Criticism  (2nd  Series)  .  .        3 

Baugust,  W.  F.     Introduction  and  Notes  to  "  Cym- 

beline  "  .  . 
Benson,  A.  C.     Tennyson 
Bradley,  H.     Making  of  English 
Brooke,     Stopford.     English     Literature— from     the 

beginning  to  the  Norman  Conquest 
Browne,  Sir  T.     Religio  Medici,  etc. 
Burrell,  A.     Macaulay's  Addison 
Chesterton,  G.  K.     George  Bernard  Shaw 
Chesterton,  G.  K.     Victorian  Age  in  Literature 
Colvin,  S.     John  Keats 

Craik,  G.  L.     Manual  of  English  Literature 
Cruse,  A.     Elizabethan  Lyrists  and  their  Poetry 
Dale,  E.     Notes  to  Milton's  Minor  Poems 
Dowden,  E.     Shakespeare 
Drinkwater,  J.     Prose  Papers 
Drinkwater,  J.     Victorian  Poetry 

Finnemore.     Class  Book  of  English  Elements  (Ji  venile] 
Gissing,  G.     Charles  Dickens,  a  Critical  Study 
Gordon,  G.  S.  (ed.  by).     English  Literature  and  the 

Classics 
Hazlitt,  W.     Dramatic  Literature  of  the  Age  of  Eliza 

beth         

Herford,  C.  H.     Ben  Jonson,  1  vol.     Shelley  and  Keats 
Gowans,  A.  Adam.     Hundred  Best  Prose  Writers 
Jones,  E.  D.     English  Critical  Essays 
Jones,  Lewis.     King  Arthur  in  History  and  Legend  .  . 
Lambourne,  E.  A.  G.     Rudiments  of  Criticism 
Lee,  S.     French  Renaissance  in  England 
Lee,  S.     Life  of  Shakespeare 
Liddell.     Middle  English  Grammar 
Lyde,  L.  W.     Introduction  and  Notes  to  "  Hamlet  " 
Maclean,  G.  E.     Middle  English  Reader 
Mair,  C.  H.     English  Literature  (Modern) 
Marsh,  L.     First  Book  of  Literary  Reading  and  Com- 
position (Juvenile) 
Marsh,    L.     Literary    Reading,    Preliminary    Course 

(Juvenile) 
Mayor,  J.  B.      Handbook  of  Modern  English  Metre   .. 
McCallum,  M.  W.      Shakespeare's  Roman  Plays 
Newbolt,  H.     New  Study  of  English  Poetry 
Nichol,  J.      Byron 

Nicholas  of  Guildford.     Owl  and  the  Nightingale 
O'Grady,  H.     Matter,  Form  and  Style 
(juiller-Couch,  A.     Love  of  Books 
Quiller-Couch,  A.     On  the  Art  of  Writing 
(Juiller-Couch,  A.     Studies  in  Literature  (2nd  Sciie.) 
Rahtz,  F.  J.     Higher  English    ..  .. 

Raleigh,  Sir  W.     Milton 

Raleigh,  W.      Romance 

Robertson,  J.  L.      Outlines  of  English  Liteiature 
Criticisms 

Tennyson  and  Browning 
Elizabethan  Literature 
Emily  Bronte 
Georgian  Drama     .  .  .  .  .  . 

London    and    Development    ot    Populai 


4 
1 
2 
9 
2 
3 
10 
8 
2 
2 
2 
3 


Robertson,  I.  M. 
Robinson,  J.  M. 
Robinson.  J.  M. 
Robinson,  M.  F. 
Routh,  II. 
Routh,  H. 

Literature 

Routh,  H.     Modern  Thought  in  Literature 
Routh,  H.     Steele  and  Addison 


3 
3 
11 
5 
3 
4 
2 
1 
3 
4 
9 
3 
1 
3 
6 
2 
6 
4 
1 

1 
1 

1 


Sisam,  K.     Fourteenth  Century  Verse  and  Prose 
Skeat,  W.  W.     English  Dialects 
Smith,  S.  Kaye.     John  Galsworthy 
Smith,  D.  N.     Shakespeare  Criticism 
Spenser,  E.     The  Faerie  Queene,  Book  II 
Spurgeon.     Mysticism  in  English  Literature  . . 
Stevenson,  E.     Early  Reviews  of  Famous  Writers 
Sweet,  H.     Anglo-Saxon  Primer 
Sweet,  H.     Anglo-Saxon  Reader 
Sweet,  H.     Anglo-Saxon  Reader  (2nd) 
Sweet,  H.     Glossarial  Index  to  Chaucer 
Swinburne,  A.  C.     Contemporaries  of  Shakespeare 
Thomson,  C.  L.     First    Book    in    English    Literatur 

Parts  1-6  

Trollope,  A.     Thackeray 

Upham,  A.     Typical  Forms  of  English  Literature 

Various.     The   Neo-Georgians   and   Other   Essays   c 

Modern  Poets 
Watson.     Pencraft 
Weekley,  E.     Romance  of  Names 
Wright.     Gothic  Grammar 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 
Masefield,  J.     Shakespeare 

Ward,  A.  W.     Dickens  (English  Men  of  Letters) 
Drinkwater,  J.     Patriotism  in  Literature 
Stephen,  Leslie.     Pope  (English  Men  of  Letters) 
Charlton,  H.  B.     Art  of  Literary  Study 
Bunyan,  J.      Holy  War 
Bunyan,  J.      Grace  Abounding 
Jesperson,  O.      Growth  and   Structure  of  the   English 

Language 
Hazlitt,  W.     Shakespeare  Characters 
Bradley,  A.  C.     Oxford  Lectures  on  Poetry    .  . 
Henderson,  T.  F.     Ballad  in  Literature 


5 

2 
1 
6 
3 
2 
4 
3 
11 
4 
6 
4 

26 
3 


THE   HENRY   STAINSBY 
MEMORIAL   FUND 

WE  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
Henry  Stainsby  Memorial  Fund  is  pro- 
gressing favourably,  and  that  donations  have 
been  received  from  sympathisers  in  various 
parts  of  the  British  Isles  as  well  as  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  once  more  recalling  to  our  readers  the 
object  of  this  Fund — to  provide  gifts  to  pupils 
of  recognised  Institutions  and  Colleges  for  the 
Blind  on  completion  of  their  training — we 
would  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  late  Mr. 
Stainsby  was  the  inventor  of  numerous  ap- 
pliances which  have  proved  of  considerable 
benefit  to  the  blind,  and  that  he  steadfastly 
refused  to  receive  any  monetary  benefit  from 
their  sale.  These  appliances  include  a  short- 
hand machine,  a  Braille  typewriter,  improved 
and  simplified  methods  of  producing  maps  and 
diagrams  for  the  blind,  an  eyeless  needle  for 
sewing  with  coir  yarn,  and  others. 

It  is  apparatus  such  as  this  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  supply  to  blind  pupils  by  means  of 
the  Fund  which  has  been  founded  in  his 
memory. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

RUG-MAKING 


match 


ilUG-MAKING  is  a  popular  handi- 
craft for  the  blind.  It  is  easily 
learnt,  and  the  demand  for  the 
goods  is  usually  satisfactory.  Of 
late  a  great  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  the  materials,  and  both 
wool  and  designs  of  a  highly 
artistic  nature  are  obtainable.  It  is 
advisable  to  purchase  the  materials 
required  at  the  same  time,  as  dyes 
are  apt  to  vary,  and  a  complete 
may    not    be    obtainable    on    a    later 


occasion. 

Rug-making  consists  in  pulling  loops  of 
thick  wool  through  the  meshes  of  a  specially- 
made  fibre  canvas. 

The  tools  required  are  :  A  gauge  with 
which  to  divide  the  wool  into  equal  lengths  ; 
a  pair  of  scissors  or  a  sharp  knife ;  and  a  rug 
hook  (Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Baldwin's  patent  rug 
hook  is  recommended). 

The  following  explanation  of  the  methods 
of  procedure  in  rug-making  is  taken  from 
Messrs.  Baldwin's  pamphlet  on  the  subject  : — 

The  wool  is  wound  evenly  round  the  full 
length  of  the  gauge  without  overlapping  and 
cut  along  the  groove  with  the  scissors  or  sharp 
knife,  thus  giving  a  number  of  short  lengths 
of  a  uniform  length. 

When    commencing    the    rug,    the    canvas 
should  be  turned  up  on  the  right  side  of  the 
rug  and  the  wool  worked  through  the  double 
thickness  for  three  or  four  rows  ;  this  produces  ' 
a  good,  firm  selvedge. 

Working  from  left  to  right  across  the  width 
of  the  canvas,  insert  the  hook  under  a  hori- 
zontal ridge  of  the  canvas  and  through  the  hole, 
just  so  far  that  the  ridge  comes  behind  the  latch  ; 
the  hook  is  then  lying  open  ready  for  the  loop 
of  wool.  In  withdrawing  the  hook,  the  latch 
automatically  closes,  so  that  the  point  of  the 
hook  does  not  catch  in  the  canvas. 

Having  drawn  the  wool  through  the  canvas, 
the  hook  is  then  pushed  through  the  loop,  past 
the  latch,  and  seizes  the  two  loose  ends  which 
are  held  by  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  left 
hand.  They  are  then  pulled  through  the  loop 
and  tightened  with  the  fingers  ;  thus  a  knot  is 
tied  on  to  the  canvas,  having  two  free  ends. 


The  next  tuft  is  worked  on  to  the  adjoining 
horizontal  ridge. 

When  the  canvas  is  filled  with  these  tufts  to 
within  a  few  inches  of  completion,  the  end 
should  be  turned  over  and  the  remaining  rows 
worked  through  the  double  thickness,  as  at  the 
commencement. 

If  the  ends  of  the  wool  have  been  kept  fairly 
level,  there  will  be  but  little  clipping  required 
to  give  the  rug  a  finished  appearance  ;  it  should 
be  sufficient  to  go  lightly  over  it  with  a  pair  of 
scissors. 

Before  being  considered  ready  for  placing 
on  the  floor,  the  rug  should  be  subjected  to 
a  very  thorough  rubbing  across  its  surface 
with  the  hand,  to  work  out  the  loose  fluff. 

The  more  thoroughly  this  is  done,  the  more 
lustrous  will  be  the  result  and  the  less  "  fluffing- 
out  "  will  there  be  in  the  course  of  wear. 

:<  Turkey "  Rug  Wool  has  been  blended 
with  a  view  to  reducing  this  "  fluffing-out  " 
to  a  minimum,  and,  once  a  rug  has  been  in  use 
for  a  short  time  and  given  an  occasional  rub 
in  its  early  stages  of  wear,  it  should  give 
perfect  satisfaction. 

"  Turkey  "  rugs  are  made  on  a  foundation 
of  strong  canvas  which  can  be  obtained  in 
various  widths  (12,  18,  27,  36,  40  and  45 
inches)  according  to  the  sizes  of  rug  required. 
The  canvas  is  checked  with  a  coloured  thread 
in  squares  of  8  holes  to  correspond  to  the 
design  charts,  whilst  several  widths  may  be 
sewn  together  to  form  a  large  carpet. 

The  back  of  the  rug  should  be  lined  with 
material  which  will  prevent  the  dust  from 
getting  in  from  below.  A  thin  felt  or  a  glazed 
lining  is  recommended  for  this  purpose.  A 
certain  amount  of  fluff  is  always  inseparable 
from  cut  wool,  and  a  large  apron  or  overall 
should  be  worn  when  rug-making. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  any  kind  of 
wool  can  be  used  on  canvas  of  varying 
thickness. 

The  Annual  Reading  Competition  of  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  has  been  post- 
poned until  next  year,  owing  to  the  General 
Strike. 
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BLINDNESS  IN  GLASGOW 

SINCE  the  report  by  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  the  Causes  and  Prevention 
of  Blindness,  and  the  coming  into  effect  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  there  has,  says  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  been  a  growing  keenness  in 
ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  blind.  A 
report*  has  now  been  issued  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  South- West  of  Scotland  for 
the  administration  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act 
dealing  with  conditions  ascertained  in  Glasgow 
and  its  neighbourhood.  This  report  deals  with 
the  city  group,  and  covers  1,206  adult  blind 
persons  out  of  a  known  total  of  1,587  persons 
over  16  years  of  age.  The  work  has  been  done 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Halliday, 
the  medical  officer  in  the  public  health  depart- 
ment, who  carried  out  the  analysis  in  collabo- 
ration with  Dr.  Freeland  Fergus,  who  con- 
ducted the  routine  examination  of  the  blind. 
Mr.  William  Jones,  secretary  to  the  department, 
gives  a  statistical  review  of  the  data  collected. 
The  largest  group  of  blind  persons  owe  their 
condition  to  the  effect  of  congenital  or  acquired 
venereal  disease.  These  number  17  per  cent, 
(or,  if  doubtful  cases  of  syphilis  be  included, 
24.9  per  cent.).  Of  the  17  per  cent.,  syphilis 
accounted  for  12.7  and  gonorrhoea  4.8.  These 
figures  are  compared  with  those  recently 
published  by  Bishop  Harman  for  5,000 
London  blind  persons  of  all  ages  ;  he  found 
blindness  in  1-1.5  per  cent,  from  syphilis  and 
2.5  from  gonorrhoea.  The  report  discusses 
these  affections  fully,  and  points  out  that  the 
prevention  of  blindness  from  these  causes  is 
bound  up  with  the  prevention  and  treatment 
of  the  original  disease.  Local  authorities  have, 
since  191 7,  been  authorised  to  provide  facili- 
ties for  treatment,  and  there  is  evidence  that 
diminution  in  the  incidence  of  syphilis  is 
taking  place  from  year  to  year.  Among  the 
measures  for  the  prevention  of  congenital 
syphilis  facilities  for  ante-natal  treatment  take 
a  prominent  place.  Much  depends  upon  the 
assiduity  with  which  individual  patients  attend 
for  treatment  ;  and  although  some  improve- 
ment in  this  respect  is  taking  place  there  still 
remains  some  30  per  cent,  whose  attendance 
at  the  clinics  cease  prematurely.  This  is  a 
feature  which  has  received  serious  considera- 
tion, and  is  one  of  the  arguments  in  favour  of 
some  form  of  notification.  As  regard ; 
gonorrhceal  ophthalmia — an  affection  which 
has  been  notifiable  since  191 2 — an  instructive 
description  and  chart  is  given,  showing  the 


sharp  increase  in  the  incidence  which  took 
place  during  the  war  and  the  very  considerable 
decline  which  has  followed  since  1919.  Pre- 
vention is  closely  bound  up  with  the  adequacy 
of  the  arrangements  for  treating  ophthalmia  in 
the  newborn,  the  supervision  of  midwives, 
prompt  notification,  and  especiallv  institu- 
tional treatment,  such  as  has  been  established 
at  the  Glasgow  Baird  Street  Reception  House. 
Injuries  as  a  cause  of  blindness  were  found  to 
be  responsible  for  16  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  and 
inquiry  showed  the  unexpected  result  that  the 
accidents  of  civilian  life,  to  which  children  are 
specially  liable,  caused  twice  as  many  cases  of 
blinding  as  did  occupational  injuries.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  public  are  not 
sufficiently  aware  of  the  importance  of  early 
and  prompt  treatment  where  the  eye  is  involved 
in  injury,  especially  in  children,  and  there  is 
held  to  be  room  for  propaganda  along  these 
lines  as  regards  both  prevention  and  treatment. 
Senile  cataract  appears  third  among  the  causes 
of  blindness.  In  dealing  with  the  economic 
status  of  the  blind  the  report  states  that  of 
2,903  blind  persons  in  the  south-western 
counties  177  are  of  school  age  ;  227  are  em- 
ployed in  institutions  and  414  are  c  therwise 
employed  ;  198  are  returned  as  untrained  but 
employable  ;  the  large  residual  group  of 
1,703  (742  males  and  961  females)  are  included 
under  the  heading  "  unemployable,"  and  form 
about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of 
blind.  Many  of  these  are  middle-aged  and 
elderly  persons,  dependent  upon  poor  relief, 
charitable  agencies,  insurance  societies,  old-age 
pensions,  and  the  like  ;  but  there  is  still  too 
little  direct  knowledge  of  the  conditions  of 
this  class  of  blind  persons.  Dr.  Freeland 
Fergus  found  some  cases  on  the  register  of  the 
blind  who  did  not,  in  his  judgment,  come 
within  the  definition  of  the  Act.  It  is  advised 
that,  in  future,  admission  should  be  controlled 
by  medical  examination,  and  that  in  cases  of 
doubt  a  specialist  should  be  consulted.  The 
report,  says  the  Daily  Telegraph,  is  well  worth 
the  study  of  those  interested  in  the  blind, 
whether  from  the  medical  standpoint  or  the 
administrative  ;  and  the  authors  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  the  clearness  with  which 
they  state  the  facts  and  draw  the  proper 
conclusions. 

•Report  on  Blindness  in  Glasgow,  by  the  Joint  Committee 
for  the  South-West  of  Scotland  for  the  Administration 
of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920.  Glasgow:  Robert 
Anderson.     1926.     Pp.  57. 
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THE    ASSOCIATION    OF    CERTIFICATED    BLIND 

MASSEURS 

WHERE    THE    BLIND    LEAD 

By  Mrs.  F.   CHAPLIN  HALL 
Organising  Secretary,  Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs ;    Secretary,  Massage  Department 

and  School,  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


HAT  much  of  our  vaunted  Western 
civilisation  is  ethically  of  Eastern 
origin  needs  but  little  emphasis. 
The  healing  art  of  Massage  was 
practised  in  the  East  long  before 
our  own  physicians  and  surgeons  had 
become  assured  of  its  remedial 
power,  while  it  is  only  within  com- 
paratively recent  times  that  blind 
men  and  women  have  been  allowed 
to  demonstrate  that  the  mere  fact 
of  their  handicap  is  an  asset  which  peculiarly 
.fits  them  for  this  delicate  and  complicated  art. 
Deprive  a  person  of  his  sight,  and  the  need 
for  strengthening  his  other  faculties  at  once 
becomes  obvious.  And  that  loss  of  sight 
brings  compensation  in  the  way  of  increased 
tactile  and  aural  sensibility  was  long  ago 
recognised  by  the  Japanese.  In  Japan,  the 
only  persons  allowed  to  become  masseurs 
were  the  blind.  Yet,  let  it  not  be  imagined 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  clever  and  pro- 
gressive nation  demanded  this  in  charity  for 
those  handicapped  by  lack  of  vision.  The 
masseur  in  Japan  has  always  been  highly 
looked  up  to  and  adequately  paid. 

Properly  trained  blind  people  !  That,  of 
course,  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  while  of 
no  less  importance  is  the  complete  realisation 
of  all  that  a  would-be  masseur  or  masseuse 
requires  in  equipment  both  mental  and 
physical. 

What  then  is  the  moral  support  that  the 
masseurs  and  masseuses  trained  at  the  finely- 
equipped  school  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  chiefly  require?  Undoubtedly,  the 
support  and  confidence  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  who  naturally  wish  to  be 
assured  for  themselves  that  the  liaison  which 
must  exist  between  doctor  and  masseur  is  as 
perfect  as  possible. 

The  Massage  School  at  the  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  is  surely  unique,  in  that  its 
teachers  on  the  Massage  side — as  apart  from 
the  training  in  Medical  Electricity — are  all 
sightless,  all  men  and  women  who  have  not 
only    surmounted    their   great    handicap,    but 


have  proved  themselves  thoroughly  competent 
to  train  and  inspire  their  students. 

In  July,  1 91 9,  there  came  into  existence  the 
Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs, 
an  association  founded  not  only  to  protect  the 
professional  interests  of  all  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses  who  hold  recognised  qualifications, 
but  to  further  their  technical  skill,  and  to 
awaken  the  public  to  the  fact  that  here  at  last 
was  a  profession  in  which  educated  blind 
men  and  women  could  compete  successfully 
with  their  sighted  confreres. 

And  justly — I  had  almost  said  inevitably — 
the  foundation  of  the  society  found  prompt 
support  and  recognition  from  the  medical 
profession.  To-day  its  President  is  Sir  Robert 
Jones,  Bart.,  K.B.E.,  C.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  etc.,  one 
of  the  most  famous  surgeons  in  Europe,  while 
its  Vice-Presidents  are  all  medical  men  of 
standing  and  repute,  who  would  be  loth  to 
support  an  organisation  of  this  nature  unless 
fully  assured  that  such  an  one  was  worthy  of 
their  strictest  criticism.  For  a  doctor  who 
intends  to  place  a  patient  in  the  hands  of  a 
would-be  curative  operator  dare  not  do  so 
lightly.  He  must  feel  confident  that  the 
masseur  who  is  to  undertake  the  prescribed 
treatment,  "  knows  his  job."  He  also  knows 
that  the  blind  masseur  who  has  successfully 
passed  the  examination  he  is  called  upon  to 
undertake,  must  "  know  his  job." 

Neither  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the 
Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs  is 
something  more  than  a  fraternity  of  workers. 
Prejudice  and  doubt  are  enemies  of  true  pro- 
gress. The  mere  fact  that  by  following  the 
career  of  Massage  blind  men  and  women, 
carefully  selected,  can  show  conclusively  that 
their  work  is  worthy  of  support  and  patronage, 
not  because  they  are  sightless,  but  because 
they  are  skilled  operators,  is  sufficient  expres- 
sion of  their  claim  to  recognition.  And  this 
recognition  can  be  given  by  all  those  who 
not  only  desire  to  show  their  sympathetic 
instincts,  but — and  this  is  surely  more  impor- 
tant— who  realise  that  to  be  known  by  one's 
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work  and  attainments  is  the  real  object  of  men 
and  women  all  the  world  over. 

"  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success, 
but  we'll  do  more,  we'll  deserve  it." 


BOOK    REVIEW 

BROWN    SMOCK,  bv   C.  R.  Allen,  author 
of  "  The  Ship  Beautiful."     Warne,  7s.  6d. 

BROWN  SMOCK  is  the  Spirit  of  Child- 
hood, which  shrinks  at  evil  and  ugly 
things,  and  demands  happiness — purity — joy. 

The  Spirit  of  Childhood  pervades  this  grace- 
ful and  gracious  story,  and  those  who  appre- 
ciate the  whimsical  and  fantastic  will  delight 
in  the  tale  of  little  Terry  of  the  slums,  who 
tries  to  serve  "  Brown  Smock,"  becomes  a 
great  musician,  and,  despite  difficulties  and 
heart-rending  disappointments,  at  last  inter- 
prets Brown  Smock's  elusive  melody. 

Terry's  friends,  the  blind  writer  of  children's 
stories,  Lois  and  Mrs.  Durden,  Bunty  and 
Bunty's  child,  are  all  delightful  persons  who 
live  in  and  belong  to  the  world  in  which 
Brown  Smock  holds  his  sway.  Although  at 
the  end  of  the  story  we  learn  that  Terry  "  was 
getting  middle-aged,"  we  cannot  fail  to 
believe  that,  like  Peter  Pan,  he  never  really 
grew  up,  but  remained  a  child  at  heart  "  in 
the  green  woods  in  the  gay  summertime." 


PRESENTATION    AT 
THE    BARCLAY    WORKSHOPS 

WE  learn  that  Mrs.  Hattersley  Ward, 
Superintendent  of  the  Barclay  Work- 
shops for  the  Blind,  has  just  completed  20 
years'  service  in  that  capacity.  Throughout 
these  years  she  has  laboured  unceasingly  to 
develop  the  weaving  industry  for  blind  girls 
and  to  make  known  their  work.  In  the  initial 
stages,  two  blind  women  worked  under  her 
charge  ;  now  some  90  women  and  girls  are 
employed,  and  the  woven  goods  supplied  by 
these  Workshops  are  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Committee  and  Council  of  the  Work- 
shops have  presented  Mrs.  Ward  with  a 
lacquer  clock  as  a  mark  of  their  appreciation 
of  her  services. 


All  our  lives  through  we  must  learn  by 
teaching ;  we  must  gain  knowledge  by  dis- 
tributing what  we  have. — F.  D.  Maurice, 
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COUNTY    COUNCIL   OF   THE   WEST   RIDING   OF 

YORKSHIRE. 

EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT. 

WANTED,  a  sighted  Woman  Teacher  and  Visitor  for  the 
Blind  in  the  Selby,  Goole  and  Thorne  areas  of  the 
County  Council.     Salary,  £156  per  annum. 

Applicants  must  not  be  under  25  nor  over  40  years  of  age, 
and  preference  will  be  given  to  those  who  have  passed 
the  Home  Teachers'  Examination  of  the  College  and 
Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

The  appointment  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Forms  of  Application  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  undersigned. 

W.    H.    BROWN.    M.A., 
County  Hall,  Wakefield, 
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by  A.  B.  Cooper  ;  Song  :  "  A  May  Morning,"  by  Denza. 
Sixth  Annual  Conference  of  the  National  Union  of  the 
Blind.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

The  Massage  Journal. — The  Breaking  of  Vicious  Circles  by 
Massage — Official  Notices — News  in  the  Massage  World. 
Supplements  :  Massage  Journal  Insets  :  The  Treatment 
of  Fiat-Foot  ;  Special  Notice  ;  Official  Notices.  An- 
nouncements.    (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — "  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  The  King  " — A 
Statesman  who  Lives — Little  Bushmen — An  Insect  from 
the  Siberian  Rock — The  Unseen  Protectors — Rome — 
Wrychester  Paradise  (Chapters  XV,  XVI),  by  J.  S. 
Fletcher — Thought  for  the  Month — National  Library  for 
the  Blind  :  Reading  Competition — Advertisement — 
Feathered  Vermin — The  People  who  Never  Grow  Old. 
(Is.  8d.  per  month,  post  free.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.   6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.   6d.) 

Braille     Mail.     Issued    every     Friday     in  interpointed 

Braille.     It  is  a  weekly    newspaper   giving  the  news   of 

the    world      and     keeping      the      blind      in  touch     with 

affairs  in   general.      (Subscription  :    6s.    6d.  per    annum, 
post   free,   inland   and   abroad.) 


Moon  Magazine. — The  Auction  Sale — The  Understudy — 
Seed-time  Secrets — A  White  Elephant — Knights  of  St. 
John.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


WANTED  by  Chester  Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of 
the  Blind,  a  Home  Teacher  for  Chester  and  District. 
Partially  sighted  Woman  with  some  knowledge  of 
handicrafts  preferred.  Commencing  salary,  £2  weekly. 
Applv.  by  letter  in  first  instance,  to  the  Organizing 
Secretary,  13a   Lower  Bridge  Street,  Chester. 


The  late  Assistant  Secretary  of  a  large  County  Association 
seeks  a  position  of  responsibility  and  trust. — Dr. 
Browning,  17  Langdon  Road,  Rochester,  Kent. 

WANTED,  qualified  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind  for  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  Salary  £3  per  week  and  travelling 
expenses.  Apply  Mrs.  Fairley,  Carisbrooke,  Isle  of 
Wight. 
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MUSIC 

The    prices   of   the    following  pieces  of    music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 
Church — 

7192  "  Te  Deum  in  D,"  by  Parry  (Vertical  score) 

7193  "  Crossing  the  Bar,"  Hymn  (suitable  for  Memorial  occasions),  by  Parry  (Vertical  score) 
Organ — 

7194  "  Grand  Choeur  "  No.  2,  in  C,  by  Hollins  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size.  . 

7195  "  Triumphal  March  in  D,"  by  J.  Lemmens  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7196  "  Prelude  and  Fugue,"  No.  2,  in  G,  Op.  37,  by  Mendelssohn  (Bar  by  bar) 

7197  North  Tynedale,  No.  1  of  "  Scenes  in  Northumberland,"  by  F.  H.  Wood  (Bar  by  bar) 

7198  "  Minuetto  antico  e  Musetta,"  by  P.  A.  Yon  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

7199  "  Rondo  in  C,"  Op.  51,  No.  1,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7200  "  A  Whim,"  by  York  Bowen  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7201  "  The  Rotary  Road  "  (Tobias  Matthay's  principle  of  pianoforte  playing  in  eight  short  steps),  by  J.  Ching  (B 

by  bar),  pocket  size 

7202  "  Fantasia  in  C,"  by  Handel  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7203  Variations  on  a  German  Air,  by  Hummel  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7204  "  Consolations,"  by  Liszt  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7205  "  Nocturne  in  B  flat,"  Op.  16,  No.  4,  by  Paderewski  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7206  "  Traumerei  "  (Reverie),  Op.  9,  No.  4,  by  R.  Strauss  (Bar  by  bar) 

7207  Pleasure  Pieces,  Book  1,  by  various  Modern  Composers)  Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Dance — 

7208  "  Picador,"  Song  One-Step,  by  H.  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7209  "  The  Two  of  Us,"  Song  Fox-Trot,  by  Phillips,  Campbell  and  Connelly  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7210  "  The  Student  Prince,"  Valse,  by  S.  Romberg  (arr.  by  Higgs),  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

7211  "  Water  Parted  from  the  Sea  "  (from  "  Artaxerxes  "),  by  Arne  (F  :   Compass  E  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7212  "  Invocation  "  (with  Organ  Obbligato),  by  A.  Baynon  (C  :    Compass  C  to  D'),  pocket  size 

7213  Fourteen  Songs  from  "  When  we  were  very  young  "  (excellent  school  songs),  by  Fraser-Simson,  pocket  size 

7214  "  When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross  "  (with  Organ  Obbligato),  by  Lawrence  Hope  (D  flat  :   Compass  D  to  F 

pocket  size 

7215  "  Were  I  a  Mighty  Monarch,"  by  Noel  Johnson  (E  flat  :    Compass  E  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7216  "  It  was  a  Lover  and  his  Lass  "  (Unison  Song),  by  Thomas  Morley,  pocket  size     .  . 

7217  "  I  Attempt  from  Love's  Sickness  to  Fly,"  by  Purcell  (arr.  by  Moffat),  (G  :   Compass  C  sharp  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7218  "  Slumber  Song,"  by  Quilter  (A  flat  :   Compass  E  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7219  "  The  Song  of  the  Palanquin  Bearers,"  by  Shaw  Martin  (B  flat  :   Compass  B,  to  C  flat),  pocket  size 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The   prices    of     the    following  publications    are    subject   to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Fiction — 
6532-6535     "  The  Vultures,"  by  H.  Seton  Merriman,  4  vols..  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  per  vol.     5     6 

Essays,  Belles  Lettres — 

6527-6529     "  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table,"  by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  3  vols per  vol.     8     9 

6609-6620     "  Hours  in  a  Library,"  by  Leslie  Stephen,  12  vols.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  per  vol.     8     6 

Plays — 
6407,  6408     "  Saint  Joan,"  by  Bernard  Shaw,  2  vols.  per  vol.     8     9 

Biography — 
6625-6636     "  Life  of  Napoleon,"  by  John  Holland  Rose,  12  vols.     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  per  vol.     9     9 

MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications   are  subject  to    a   reduction  of   two-thirds  for  the 
blind   resident   in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

2351     Catalogue  of  Moon  Books  (Special  Prices)  : — 

United  Kingdom  and  British  Empire 

Foreign 
2528-2532     "  The  Black  Tulip,"  by  A.  Dumas,  5  vols.  (Limited  Edition) 
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THE    SIGNIFICANCE    OF    NATIONAL    WORK— II 


AST  month,  in  our  brief  summary 
of  the  national  services  rendered  to 
the  sightless  by  the  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  we  described  (i) 
The  Production  of  Embossed  Pub- 
lications, and  (2)  The  Education  of 
the  Blind.  This  month  we  propose 
to  deal  with  (3)  The  Care  and 
Training  of  Blind  Babies  ;  (4)  The 
Employment  of  the  Blind  ;  (5)  The 
Promotion  of  Home  Industries  ; 
(6)  The  Interests  of  Blind  Musicians  ;  (7)  The 
Provision  and  Maintenance  of  Convalescent 
and  other  Homes. 

3 .  The  Care  and  Training  of  Blind  Babies. 

The  establishment  of  the  "  Sunshine " 
Homes  for  Blind  Babies  was  an  entirely  new 
departure  in  work  for  the  blind,  and  affords 
perhaps  the  best  illustration  of  the  adoption, 
during  recent  years,  of  a  new  theory  of  blind- 
ness. This  theory  is  based  on  the  recognition 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  true  relief  to  the 
blind  generally  unless  it  is  coupled  with  a 
definite  remedy.  Admitting,  therefore,  that 
blindness,  physically  speaking,  is  incurable,  the 
remedial  effect  of  all  work  for  the  blind  must 
be  in  the  development  of  mentality  and  the 
adjustment  of  the  remaining  senses  to  the 
condition  of  blindness.  In  other  words,  each 
of  those  senses  must  receive  enough  specialised 
education  to  enable  them  partially — if  wholly 
is  impossible — to  take  the  place  and  fulfil  the 
work  of  physical  sight.  As  a  man  losing  his 
right  arm  must  perforce  develop  super- 
ordinary  powers  in  his  left  arm,   so  must  a 


person  without  sight  learn  to  use  his  remaining 
senses  to  a  super-ordinary  extent. 

But  to  initiate  such  development  with 
success,  it  was  soon  recognised  that  special 
training  and  education  must  be  begun  in  the 
earliest  years — not  merely  at  school  age,  but 
from  those  first  moments  of  babyhood  when 
"whys  "  and  "  wherefores  "  begin  to  shape  in 
the  infant  mind.  The  first  five  years  of  life  are 
perhaps  the  most  important  of  all  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  foundations  of  character.  The 
virtues  or  vices  then  sown  may  be  impercep- 
tible as  seed,  but  their  fruit  will  assuredly  not 
be  so  ;  and  it  is  highly  important  that  loving 
care,  healthy  conditions  and  constant  expert 
knowledge  should  be  attendant  on  babyhood. 
These  accepted  truths  of  course  apply  to  every 
baby,  but  their  importance  is  infinitely  greater 
in  the  case  of  the  blind,  for  those  first  five  years 
neglected  may  mean  a  life  not  only  of  vicious 
propensities  but  of  total  mental  disability. 

The  Institute  has  established  three  "  Sun- 
shine "  Homes,  in  the  Northern,  Midland  and 
Southern  areas  respectively,  and  their  doors 
are  open  to  every  blind  baby  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  Homes  were  founded  with 
the  intention  of  tackling  blindness  at  the  root, 
and  those  responsible  for  their  maintenance 
trust  most  earnestly  that  every  single  case  of 
blindness  in  babyhood  will  be  brought  before 
their  notice.  It  is  their  ambition  to  have  every 
blind  baby — not  mentally  deficient — born  in 
the  United  Kingdom  trained  and  cared  for  in 
the  "  Sunshine  "  Homes.  The  training  of 
blind  babies  is  a  national  work  of  the  highest 
importance  ;    the  Homes  are  not  restricted  to 
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"  local  "  babies — they  are  open  to  "  national  " 
babies,  and  when  all  British  blind  babies  are 
"  Sunshine  "  babies  too,  then  the  blind  com- 
munity will  have  much  to  hope  for  and  little 
to  fear  in  the  future.  The  most  vigorous 
progress  always  emanates  from  within  a 
community,  and  it  will  rest  with  such  blind 
men  and  women  as  it  is  hoped  the  "  Sunshine  " 
Homes  will  produce  to  transform  the  en- 
deavour of  to-day  into  the  accomplishment  of 
to-morrow. 

4.  The  Employment  of  the  Blind. 

The  strict  utilitarian  will  tell  you  that  all 
work  for  the  blind  is  of  little  importance  if 
it  does  not  definitely  tend  towards  the  solution 
of  the  problem  of  blind  employment.  He  will 
add  that  help  if  it  does  not  breed  self-help 
invariably  produces  helplessness.  And  he  is 
right.  The  relief  of  the  blind  poor  by  gifts  of 
money  and  clothing  is  necessary  charitable 
work,  but  it  is  not  in  any  sense  constructive 
work,  and  falls  to  the  ground  with  the  expira- 
tion of  the  value  of  the  gift.  The  indications 
we  have  already  given  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
policy  dictating  the  Institute's  work  suffice  to 
prove  that  those  directing  that  policy  are 
perfectly  aware  of  this  fact,  and  that  all  their 
main  activities  are  governed  by  the  wish  to 
benefit  the  blind  not  temporarily  but  lastingly. 
But  not  only  do  they  aim  to  benefit  the  blind 
by  a  result  of  some  special  work  ;  they  benefit 
the  blind  while  travelling  towards  that  result. 
Thus,  in  practically  every  department  of  the 
Institute's  activities,  the  blind  are  themselves 
engaged  as  paid  employees.  By  the  preparation 
of  books  for  the  blind  throughout  the  world, 
individual  blind  stereotypers  and  proof-readers 
are  gaining  their  livelihood  ;  by  training  blind 
men  and  women  to  become  self-supporting 
masseurs  and  masseuses,  blind  instructors  are 
being  employed  ;  by  raising  funds  for  the 
benefit  of  the  entire  activities  of  the  Institute, 
the  Institute  is  giving  interesting  and  remuner- 
ative work  to  blind  organisers,  lecturers, 
canvassers,  secretaries,  telephonists.  Not  only 
is  this  so  in  the  metropolitan  area  ;  in  all  the 
Institute's  Branch  areas — and  they  cover  prac- 
tically the  entire  country — every  effort  is  made 
to  employ  blind  men  and  women.  Last  year 
alone,  the  Institute  paid  £45,858  in  salaries  and 
wages  to  its  blind  employees — a  bigger  sum 
by  far  than  is  paid  annually  to  blind  employees 
by  any  other  institution  or  workshop  in  the 
country. 

Efforts  are  also  being  made,  every  day  with 
increasing  success,  to  explore  new  avenues  of 


employment,  especially  in  factories  formerly 
only  employing  sighted  labour.  There  are 
vast  possibilities  in  opening  up  new  professions 
and  occupations  for  the  blind  ;  but  the  work  is 
only  in  its  infancy,  and  to  be  successful  needs 
the  full-hearted  support  of  every  employer  of 
labour  in  this  country.  A  man  is  truly  doing 
his  duty  towards  the  whole  blind  world  if  he 
gives  one  blind  man  or  woman  a  suitable  job 
which  will  secure  to  that  person  complete 
independence. 

5 .  The  Promotion  of  Home  Industries. 

With  a  similar  object  in  view,  the  Institute 
is  doing  all  that  it  can  to  stimulate  home 
industries  amongst  the  blind.  Many  skilled 
blind  people  are  unable  to  obtain  employment 
in  workshops,  and  it  is  such  people  that  the 
Home  Workers'  Scheme  aims  to  assist  by 
providing  them  with  the  opportunity  to  be 
self-supporting.  This  scheme  was  originated 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Institute 
has  at  present  undertaken  the  responsibilities 
attaching  to  it  in  so  far  as  it  affects  home 
workers  in  the  metropolitan  district  South  of 
the  Thames,  and  in  the  counties  of  Kent, 
Surrey,  Sussex  and  Hampshire.  Home 
workers  are  instructed  or  supervised  in  handi- 
crafts such  as  basket  making,  knitting,  netting, 
mat  making,  etc.  ;  raw  materials  are  provided 
at  cost  price  ;  the  finished  products  are 
marketed  not  only  at  the  Institute's  head- 
quarters but  from  a  motor  van  which  tours 
the  country  ;  sales  and  exhibitions  are  organ- 
ised ;  co-operation  is  sought  with  all  local 
agencies  for  the  blind  ;  and  every  penny 
received  for  goods  made  by  the  blind  is 
handed  back  to  the  blind  workers.  In  ad- 
dition, wages  are  augmented  in  nearly  all  cases 
by  regular  weekly  grants.  Progress  has  been 
remarkable  since  the  initiation  of  the  scheme, 
and  proves  beyond  doubt  that  it  is  founded  on 
sound  economic  principles. 

6.  The  Interests  of  Blind  Musicians . 

The  publication  of  Braille  music  by  the 
Institute  has  been  dealt  with  in  our  previous 
article.  But  in  many  other  ways  the  interests  of 
blind  musicians  are  guarded  and  fostered  by 
the  Institute.  A  special  Braille  periodical  is 
devoted  entirely  to  music  ;  the  Institute  is 
responsible  for  an  inkprint  edition  of  the 
works  of  British  blind  composers  ;  organ 
recitals  and  lectures  are  arranged  ;  blind  music 
students  and  concert  artists  are  helped  in  every 
way  possible  ;  and  an  employment  bureau  for 
pianoforte  tuners  is  maintained.  In  fact,  so 
far-reaching  are  the  efforts  of  the  Institute  to 
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secure  recognition  of,  and  consequent  support 
to,  the  outstanding  merits  of  blind  musicians 
that  it  might  be  considered  that  too  much 
money,  time  and  labour  are  devoted  to  one 
special  class  of  blind  professional  men.  But 
such  a  criticism,  if  made,  would  be  superficial. 
Any  achievement  by  any  type  of  blind  person 
ranks  in  the  eyes  of  the  general  public  as  an 
achievement  of  the  blind  as  a  whole,  and  it  is 
therefore  vital  to  the  well-being  of  the  blind 
to  secure  such  public  recognition  of  individual 
achievements.  The  more  often  that  expres- 
sion :  "  How  wonderful  blind  people  are  !  " 
is  uttered,  the  more  wonderful  blind  people 
will  really  become.  Blindness  seems  to  create 
a  subtle  ability  to  be  wonderful,  yet  that  power 
will  remain  dormant  unless  it  is  given  the 
opportunity  of  revelation.  And  the  oppor- 
tunity, only  to  be  provided  by  the  general 
public,  is  much  more  readily  forthcoming  as 
the  fruit  of  sympathy  and  admiration  than  as 
the  fruit  of  pity.  Consequently,  every  class  of 
blind  people,  even  every  individual,  showing 
special  ability  should  be  encouraged  to  the 
utmost  extent.  One  hundred  pounds  expended 
on  discriminate  assistance  is  worth  infinitely 
more  to  the  blind  generally  than  £1,000  spent 
on  indiscriminate  relief.  The  latter  may  lead 
the  way  to  chronic  dependence  ;  the  former 
ensures  enduring  independence. 

7.  The  Provision  and  Maintenance  of  Convalescent 
and  other  Homes. 
Yet  there  are  two  classes  of  blind  people  who 
must  always  be  granted  the  kindliest  care  and 
the  most  sympathetic  treatment  without  hope 
of  other  result  than  the  return  of  bodily  health 
and  the  ensurance  of  peace-of-mind.  These 
are  the  blind  poor  who  are  sick  or  who  need 
rest,  and  the  aged  blind  who  have  not  inde- 
pendent means.  The  Institute,  with  all  its 
constructive  and  progressive  work,  has  never 
neglected  this  important  phase  of  all  charitable 
endeavour ;  and  in  its  Convalescent  and 
Holiday  Home  at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  in  its 
Homes  for  Blind  Women  at  Clifton  and  Bristol, 
at  its  Hostel  for  Blind  Women  Employees  in 
London,  and  at  its  Guest  House  for  the  Aged 
Blind  at  Chester  it  affords  every  assistance  to 
those  whose  blindness  is  not  their  only  handi- 
cap. This  side  of  its  work  may  be  compared 
with  that  of  hospitals,  rest  homes  and  similar 
benevolent  institutions.  Like  all  relief  of 
distress,  it  needs  development,  but  it  also  needs 
very  generous  financial  assistance.  Homes  are 
very  costly  to  maintain,  but  the  Institute,  we 
feel    sure,    will   endeavour   always    to   extend 


activities  which,  were  all  others  to  cease,  must 
ever  appeal  not  so  much  to  the  reason  as  to 
the  emotions  of  the  general  public. 

This  brief  analysis  of  the  Institute's  national 
work  will  be  concluded  next  month. 

The  Editor. 

GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND. 

DESPITE  the  Strike,  and  the  consequent 
postponement  of  "  Geranium  Day  " 
and  many  other  events  in  aid  of  the  Fund,  it 
was  found  possible  to  "  carry  on." 

Notably  at  Southfields  Central  Hall  on  the 
evening  of  May  4th,  when  an  audience  num- 
bering about  600  much  enjoyed  the  concert 
provided  by  those  artistes  who  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  Hall. 

Miss  Nellie  Norwey,  who  delighted  every- 
one by  her  charming  hand-bell  ringing,  was 
already  well  known  to  the  audience  ;  but  it 
was  the  first  visit  of  Mr.  Kenneth  Ellis,  whose 
fine  voice  was  heard  to  effect  in  a  number  of 
well-known  songs.  He  was  invited  heartily 
to  come  again,  as  were  the  blind  artistes  who 
contributed  to  the  programme. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Binks  presided,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Chubbock,  who  was  responsible 
for  the  arrangements,  and  an  appeal  on  behalf 
of  workers  on  the  postponed  "  Geranium 
Day  "  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece,  who  also 
thanked  Mr.  Binks  for  the  loan  of  the  Hall, 
and  members  of  the  Church  for  their  services 
as  stewards.  Programmes  were  sold  by 
members  of  the  Wandsworth  and  Southfields 
Circles,  who  were  also  responsible  for  selling 
a  large  number  of  the  tickets. 

On  the  10th,  Mr.  Morley  organised  a  success- 
ful whist  drive  in  Islington,  also  with  the  object 
of  advertising  "  Geranium  Day." 

Blind  artistes  visited  the  Town  Hall,  Leyton, 
where  a  concert  fixed  for  an  earlier  date  was 
successfully  carried  through  on  May  28  th  by 
Mrs.  Clewer,  an  old  friend  of  the  Fund  ;  and 
on  the  following  night  the  quartette  were 
warmly  welcomed  at  the  London  Club,  when 
a  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Fund. 

Another  postponed  event  was  the  "  Gera- 
nium Dance  "  at  Heston,  which  took  place  on 
May  29th.  Mrs.  Gray  had  worked  hard,  and, 
despite  the  fact  that  many  dancers  were  unable 
to  come  on  the  new  date,  there  were  a  fair 
number  in  the  prettily-decorated  Town  Hall. 
Mr.  Leslie  Askew  and  his  partner  gave  two 
delightful  exhibition  dances, 
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NATIONAL    BABY   WEEK 

NATIONAL  Baby  Week,  which  this  year 
takes  place  from  the  ist  to  the  7th  July, 
is  an  annual  event  of  far-reaching  importance 
to  those  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  little 
children.  The  interest  of  the  public  is  aroused 
and  stimulated  by  propaganda  which  includes 
lectures  and  exhibitions,  and  numerous  pub- 
lications in  connection  with  the  movement  are 
on  sale. 

The  following  message  was  received  from 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  Patron  of  the 
Council : — 

"The  first  week  in  July  having  been  fixed  for 
National  Baby  Week,  and  this  being  the  tenth 
anniversary,  I,  as  Patron  of  the  Council,  desire 
once  again  to  place  on  record  the  very  deep 
interest  I  take  in  the  invaluable  work  of  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  and  to  express  to  all 
the  workers  of  this  movement  my  keen  apprecia- 
tion of  their  untiring  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
welfare  of  the  mothers  and  babies  of  the  nation. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  I  learn  that  the  Council 
has  received  requests  for  assistance  in  the  organi- 
sation of  local  propaganda  to  the  extent  of  50% 
in  excess  of  similar  demands  last  year,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that  the  activities  of  the  Council 
may  continue  to  prosper  in  the  future  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past." 

Mary  R. 

This  year  the  outstanding  feature  of  the 
Week  will  be  the  Conference  of  English- 
speaking  peoples  on  infant  and  child  welfare 
which  will  be  held  from  July  5th  to  7th  at  the 
Caxton  Hall,  Westminster.  The  presidential 
address  on  July  5  th  will  be  given  by  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Neville  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  Minister  of 
Health,  and  speakers  during  the  Conference 
will  include  Dame  Janet  Campbell  (Ministry 
of  Health),  Miss  W.  Bertram  Ireland  (Com- 
mittee on  Maternal  Health,  New  York),  Dr. 
C.  W.  Saleeby,  Dr.  Elizabeth  Sloan  Chesser, 
the  Rev.  Herbert  Gray,  D.D.,  the  Very  Rev. 
J.  H.  Hertz,  Litt.D.,  Chief  Rabbi,  and  many 
others. 

A  Mother-craft  Exhibition,  organised  by  the 
Central  Council  of  Infant  and  Child  Welfare, 
will  be  open  all  day  on  July  5  th  and  6th,  at 
Caxton  Hall,  in  the  Lounge.  Admission  to 
this  exhibition  is  free.  The  bodies  responsible 
for  organising  this  Conference  are  the  National 
Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Infant 
Mortality  and  the  National  Baby  Week 
Council,  together  with  several  other  national 
societies  working  for  infant  and  child  welfare 
in  England  and  Wales.  Miss  J.  Halford,  the 
well-known  pioneer  in  the  voluntary  infant 
welfare  movement,  is  the  Hon.   Secretary  of 


the  Conference  Committee,  of  which  the 
headquarters  are  at   117  Piccadilly,  W.i. 

The  problem  of  maternity  and  child  welfare 
is  one  of  the  most  vital  national  importance. 
The  work  of  the  National  Baby  Week  Council 
cannot  be  too  widely  known  or  its  value  too 
greatly  stressed.  In  connection  with  Baby 
Week  the  Council  draws  prominent  attention 
to  the  following  special  aspects  of  the  question, 
each  of  which  are  of  especial  importance  at  the 
present  day  : — 

Problems  affecting  the  mother — her  care  before 
the  birth  of  her  child,  during,  and  in  the  early  days 
after  the  birth. 

This  is  important ;  because  the  death-rate  of 
mothers  in  childbirth  has  shown  very  little 
decrease  since  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
movement  was  inaugurated,  while  the  infant 
death-rate  has  been  lowered  by  50  per  cent. 

Care  of  the  toddler. 

Once  infancy  is  passed,  the  young  child  is 
subject  to  peculiar  perils  very  largely  due  to 
imperfect  management. 

The  father's  part  in  the  Child  Welfare  Move- 
ment. 

The  Baby  Week  Council  no  longer  confines 
its  activities  to  the  British  Isles.  The  move- 
ment has  spread  notablv  in  the  Indian  Empire. 
This  year  the  National  Baby  Week  Council 
announces  an  Imperial  Challenge  Shield  Com- 
petition in  which  a  very  handsome  oak,  silver 
and  enamel  challenge  shield,  donated  by  the 
News  of  the  World,  is  to  be  awarded  for  the 
best  local  Baby  Week  Campaign  held  through- 
out the  Empire,  exclusive  of  the  British  Isles. 
In  the  British  Isles  the  Astor  Challenge  Shield 
is  awarded  annually  for  the  best  local  Baby 
Week  in  England  and  Wales. 

All  those  who  are  interested  and  who  wish 
for  further  particulars  should  communicate 
with  Miss  Norah  March,  Secretary,  National 
Baby  Week  Council,  117  Piccadilly,  W.i,  for 
there  are  many  ways  of  helping  this  great 
movement  to  preserve  the  mothers  and  babies 
of  the  British  nation. 

WE  are  asked  to  say  that  the  Moon 
Association  in  Germany  has  opened 
a  home  of  three  rooms,  containing  five  beds, 
at  33  Cuvrystrasse,  Berlin.  Blind  travellers, 
or  blind  persons  who  are  temporarily  without 
a  home,  can  obtain  free  lodging  and  breakfast 
after  giving  due  notice  at  the  business  office, 
4  Sesenheimstrasse,  Charlottenburg.  The 
Home  is  under  the  care  of  a  certified  hospital 
nurse. 


THE    BEACON 

PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

HARALD     THILANDER 

Bv  W.  PERCY  MERRICK 


EW  men  have  fought  so  valiantly 
against  bodily  infirmities,  or  have 
shared  the  fruits  of  victory  more 
generously  with  their  neighbour, 
than  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

The  facts  here  given  are  taken 
from     a     letter     written     by     Mr. 
Thilander   to    a  friend,  with  some 
additio  ns 
made     from 
m  y       own 
knowledge. 

Harald  Josias 
Eusebius  Thilander, 
born  October  25  th, 
1877,  was  the  son  of  a 
village  schoolmaster 
in  the  province  of 
Halland,  Sweden.  As 
a  small  child,  before 
the  family  were  awake, 
he  would  steal  into  the 
schoolroom  to  study 
the  maps  and  pictures, 
and  he  could  read  fluent- 
ly before  he  was  five. 
But  in  his  seventh 
year  scarlet  fever  with 
serious  complications 
left  him  totally  blind, 
with  impaired  hearing, 
and  in  such  weak 
health  that  for  years 
further  education  was 
quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Then  his  father 
was  attacked  by  an 
obscure  malady,  and  in 
1887,  shortly  before  his  death,  he  placed  his 
ailing  son  in  Eugenia  Hemmet,  a  school  at 
Stockholm  for  all  kinds  of  incurable  children, 
founded  by  the  pious  and  benevolent  Princess 
Eugenia.  "  Here,"  says  Mr.  Thilander,  "  I 
was  tenderly  cared  for,  though  they  thought 
me  too  '  incurable,'  and  taught  me  only  the 
Lutheran  catechism  and  Bible  stories  and — 
how  to  read  and  write  Braille.  I  was  allowed 
to  be  present  at  the  classes,  but  no  one  explained 
anything  to  me  or  examined  my  progress." 


Mr.   Harald  Thilander. 


At  eighteen  the  thirst  for  knowledge 
which  had  characterised  his  early  childhood 
re-awakened,  and  reading  in  the  Swedish 
Braille  magazine — a  small  quarterly  in  those 
days — about  the  education  of  the  blind  in 
France,  he  resolved  to  learn  French  to  read 
their  weekly  Braille  periodical.  Choosing  the 
best  French  grammar  available — regardless  of 
its  great  bulk — he  saved 
every  penny  he  could 
get  to  pay  a  school- 
fellow to  dictate  it.  The 
work  of  putting  it  into 
Braille  was  very  trying, 
for  neither  of  the  boys 
knew  any  French,  and 
Thilander's  increasing 
deafness  made  it  hard 
for  him  to  distinguish 
single  letters  by  their 
names.  However,  they 
stuck  to  it  bravely  for 
some  months,  until  it 
was  discovered  and 
peremptorily  forbidden 
by  the  mistress.  "  I 
never  thought  you  were 
so  silly,  Harald,"  said 
she  ;  "  I  could  under- 
stand your  studying 
Swedish ;  but  French, 
of  all  things  !  " 

Seeing  his  disappoint- 
ment, another  school- 
fellow volunteered  to 
dictate  to  him,  and 
continued  this  arduous 
but  invaluable  help 
for  years.  In  six  months  they  had  made  a 
Braille  copy  of  a  Swedish  grammar — the  one 
used  in  the  most  advanced  schools — from 
which  Thilander  gained  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  structure  and  history  of  the  language. 
Then  a  friend  offered  to  help  him  with  English 
pronunciation,  so  they  copied  the  grammar 
and  a  dictionary  in  twenty  volumes  1  Then 
followed  a  French  grammar  and  dictionary, 
various  science  text  books,  and  finally  a 
German  grammar. 
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As  soon  as  he  had  made  a  little  progress  in 
a  language  he  would  get  Braille  correspon- 
dents in  the  country  where  it  was  spoken,  and 
he  contrived  to  recompense  them  for  their 
corrections — they  never  had  to  note  the  same 
error  twice — by  furnishing  them  with  infor- 
mation of  special  interest.  He  soon  saw  that 
such  interchange  of  knowledge  supplied  a  real 
need  among  the  blind.  But  the  task  of  trans- 
lating it  into  so  many  languages  was  immense  ! 
Why  could  they  not  have  one  common 
language  which  all  might  use  ?  Could  he  not 
find  one  ?  Volapiik  ? — far  too  complicated  ; 
so  was  Latin  ;  English  ? — He  taught  it  to  his 
Swedish  correspondents  for  some  time,  but 
the  dictionary  in  twenty  Braille  volumes  made 
it  impracticable. 

He  had  heard  of  Esperanto,  but  feared  it  was 
a  second  Volapiik,  until  one  morning  a  friend 
read  to  him  some  verses  in  a  strange  language. 
They  were  very  musical  ;  he  could  compre- 
hend every  word ;  it  must  be  Italian,  he 
thought — and  must  have  thought  aloud,  for 
his  friend  smiled  and  cried,  "  Esperanto,  my 
lad  !  " 

The  joy,  the  immensity  of  it  !  He  spent  the 
whole  day  in  an  arbour  in  the  grounds  thinking 
it  out.  The  next  day  he  wrote  to  a  lady  who 
had  offered  once  before  to  teach  him  Esperanto, 
and  she  immediately  came,  bringing  a  Braille 
grammar  she  had  made  for  a  blind  girl  then 
dead.  It  took  him  but  a  few  days  to  learn  the 
language,  and  he  at  once  set  to  work  to  make 
converts  of  his  correspondents.  If  they 
demurred,  he  copied  the  Esperanto  key  into 
their  own  tongues  and  sent  with  it  something 
he  knew  his  friends  would  badly  want  to  read, 
saying  :  "  Because  Esperanto  is  so  regular,  I 
can  translate  into  it  far  more  easily  than  into 
your  tongue."     And  his  arguments  prevailed. 

A  long  letter  in  English  on  the  possible 
importance  of  Esperanto  to  the  blind  was,  to 
his  great  delight,  accepted  by  "  Progress,"  and 
another  sent  to  the  chief  Esperanto  magazine 
brought  him  into  touch  with  Prof.  Th.  Cart, 
of  Paris,  who  was  already  teaching  Esperanto 
to  some  blind  friends,  and  who,  in  1904, 
started  the  Braille  monthly  magazine,  "  Es- 
peranta  Ligilo." 

Meanwhile,  in  1900,  Mr.  Thilander  and  his 
dictating  friend  had  been  transferred  to  a 
newly-opened  permanent  home  for  those 
pupils  of  Eugenia  Hemmet  who  were  unable 
to  provide  for  themselves.  "  How  vividly  I 
remember  the  occasion  !  "  he  writes.    "  It  was 


an  evening  in  springtime  when  the  matron 
took  me  there,  and  said :  '  Here  you  will  spend 
your  whole  life  in  tranquillity.'  How  utterly 
miserable  her  words  made  me  !  The  thought 
that  I  was  never  to  support  myself  and  work 
for  mankind  and  especially  for  the  blind  almost 
drove  me  to  despair."  Moreover,  the  matron, 
good  soul  in  her  way,  sought  to  keep  her 
charge  in  monastic  isolation,  and  viewed  with 
horror  his  increasing  correspondence. 

In  1903  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  blind 
lady,  some  ten  years  his  senior,  to  whose  life- 
long devotion  he  owes  so  much  happiness  and 
success.  Miss  Karin  Hojer  was  the  daughter 
of  the  chief  engineer  of  lighthouses,  and  having 
gained  her  diplomas  at  the  Royal  Musical 
Academy,  was  then  teaching  the  organ  and 
singing.  She  at  once  recognised  Thilander's 
capabilities  for  work,  and  persuaded  influential 
friends  to  help  him  to  leave  the  Asylum — -which 
he  did  in  1906,  with  a  small  grant  for  two  years 
from  Eugenia  Hemmet — and  she  not  only 
bought  him  a  Braille  printing  press  with  her 
savings,  but  devoted  her  spare  time  to  assisting 
him  to  print  Braille  books.  Together  they 
attended  the  Universal  Esperanto  Congress  at 
Cambridge  in  1907,  and  made  many  friends. 
Miss  Hojer's  beautiful  playing  and  singing 
charmed  all  who  heard  her.  Thilander  seemed 
to  be  extremely  happy,  although  by  this  time 
his  deafness  prevented  him  from  hearing  any 
but  the  clear  and  familiar  voice  of  his 
companion. 

Mr.  Thilander's  wide  knowledge  of  matters 
relating  to  the  blind  had  made  him  a  very 
useful  assistant  to  the  editor  of  "  De  Blindas 
Veckoblad,"  the  Swedish  weekly  Braille 
magazine.  In  1909,  the  editor  having  died, 
Thilander  was  given  full  charge  of  it  on  terms 
which  have  provided  him  with  a  livelihood. 

Here  at  last  was  the  opening  he  had  so  long 
been  hoping  for.  He  could  now  not  only 
support  himself,  but  could  make  his  life  really 
useful  to  the  blind  of  his  country  and  of  the 
whole  world.  To  this  end  he  could  utilise 
his  studies,  his  languages  and  mechanical 
ability,  and  above  all  his  courageous  initiative, 
which  was  always  urging  him  to  overcome 
some  obstacle  to  progress  that  barred  the  way 
to  others. 

He  undertook  more  and  more  work  and 
became  the  most  important  Braille  printer  in 
Scandinavia,  printing  several  periodicals,  in- 
cluding the  Scandinavian  Musical  Magazine. 
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His  devotion  to  Esperanto  led  him  in  191 2 
to  take  over  "  Esperanta  Ligilo,"  and  even 
to  collect  the  money  for  its  upkeep.  It  was 
stopped  by  the  war,  but  in  919  he  again 
began  to  issue  some  numbers,  but  feared  it 
would  be  years  before  it  could  be  properly  re- 
started. Then,  one  day,  came  the  great  news 
that  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  had 
voted  a  generous  grant  for  this  purpose. 
"  Thank  God,  I  did  not  go  mad  with  joy,"  he 
writes.  Ever  since  he  has  devoted  to  it  all  the 
time  which  others  would  give  to  recreation — 
and  much  that  they  would  spend  in  sleep.  His 
latest  enterprise  is  an  Esperanto  Wireless 
Magazine  which  contains  an  introduction  to 
the  science  of  Radio  and  matters  of  current 
international  interest. 

Mr.  Thilander  is  convinced  that  the  success 
of  the  blind  must  in  future  depend  more  upon 
the  development  of  general  and  intellectual 
capacity  than  upon  the  practice  of  their 
traditional  handicrafts,  and  he  therefore  takes 
great  pleasure  in  the  production  of  a  series  of 
books  promoted  by  the  fund  for  the  higher 
education  of  the  blind  organised  by  Mr.  C.  A. 
Thulin.  These  works  comprise  grammars  and 
dictionaries  of  English  and  other  languages, 
models  of  intelligent  arrangement,  and  text 
books  of  various  sciences,  very  fully  illustrated 
with  diagrams  and  pictures  carefully  adapted 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  Holmes,  whose  work  for  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  is  of  such  great 
value  to  our  own  students. 

In  191 9  Mr.  Thilander  and  Miss  Hojer  were 
married.  "  We  are  no  longer  young,  but 
supremely  happy,"  he  says,  an  assertion  which 
no  one  would  dare  to  doubt  who  has  visited 
them  in  their  winter  quarters  at  Stockholm,  or 
in  the  pretty  cottage  at  Osmo  where  they  pass 
the  summer  amid  lakes  and  woods  and  country 
scenes  and  sounds.  But  even  here  they  are 
always  at  work,  for  he  has  a  little  workshop 
with  his  stereotyping  machine  in  the  garden. 

As  an  editor  of  magazines  he  has  made 
himself  the  personal  friend  of  all  his  readers, 
for  his  pleasant  though  unobtrusive  sense  of 
humour  and  his  wide  sympathy  with  all  who 
are  working  for  the  blind,  even  when  their 
opinions  do  not  coincide  with  his  own, 
infects  them  all  with  a  spirit  of  friendly 
co-operation.  He  and  Mrs.  Thilander  work 
in  perfect  harmony  ;  they  are  beloved  by  all 
who  know  them.  Their  work  brings  them 
full  joy,  because  it  is  done  for  those  who 
are  blind  like  themselves. 


THE    BOARD    OF    EDUCATION 


CERTIFIED    SPECIAL    SCHOOLS 
AND    INSTITUTIONS 


THE  Board  of  Education  have  issued  a 
new  edition  of  the  list  of  certified  special 
schools,  recognised  institutions  for  the  training 
of  the  blind  and  other  defective  students,  and 
nursery  schools  in  England  and  Wales,  recog- 
nised by  the  Board  under  their  Special  Services 
Regulations,  1925 — Grant  Regulations  No.  19. 
The  pamphlet,  which  also  contains  information 
relating  to  certain  technical  classes  for  defec- 
tive students,  should  prove  of  the  utmost  value 
to  school  medical  officers  and  to  those  con- 
cerned in  the  education  of  defective  children 
and  adults. 

The  first  part  includes  all  schools  certified 
by  the  Board  under  Part  V  of  the  Education 
Act,  1 92 1,  for  the  education  of  blind,  deaf, 
mentally  defective,  physically  defective  and 
epileptic  children.  Particulars  relating  to  the 
average  attendance  at  each  of  the  schools  in 
the  year  1924-25  are  also  included.  In  the  case 
of  residential  schools  for  mentally  defective 
and  epileptic  children  and  of  schools  for 
physically  defective  children,  the  fact  that  a 
school  is  recognised  by  another  Government 
department  is  indicated  in  a  separate  column. 
The  schools  for  physically  defective  children 
are  classified  into  groups  with  a  view  to 
indicating  the  type  of  case  for  which  each 
school  makes  provision. 

Parts  II,  III  and  IV  of  the  list  contain  par- 
ticulars of  institutions,  schools  and  classes  for 
the  higher  education  and  training  of  blind, 
deaf,  physically  defective  and  epileptic  students. 
Part  V  deals  with  nursery  schools. 

Fifty-two  day  schools  and  twenty-eight 
residential  schools  for  blind  children  are 
indicated. 

The  Lancet  points  out  that  whereas  at  first 
sight  the  provision  made  for  defectives  appears 
ample,  this  impression  fades  when  the  accom- 
modation reported  as  available  is  compared 
with  the  numbers  of  defectives  known  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  list,  says  the  Lancet,  describes  provision 
made  for  some  45,000  defectives,  whereas  over 
170,000  of  such  children  are  known  to  the 
school  medical  service,  and  many  are  admit- 
tedly not  yet  ascertained. 
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CARNEGIE    UNITED    KINGDOM 
TRUST 

WE  have  received  the  12th  annual  report 
of  the  Carnegie  United  Kingdom 
Trust,  which,  the  Executive  Committee  point 
out,  is  of  more  than  usual  importance.  During 
the  past  year  the  trustees  have  reviewed  with 
great  care  and  detail  the  results  of  their  activi- 
ties from  the  beginning  in  191 3,  with  particular 
reference  to  those  of  the  past  five  years.  In 
the  light  of  conclusions  arrived  at,  they  have 
decided  on  the  main  lines  of  policy  to  be 
pursued  during  the  years   1926-30. 

One  of  the  most  striking  facts  which  emerges 
from  a  study  of  the  records,  states  the  report, 
is  that  the  trustees  have  found  no  reason  to 
depart  from  the  main  principles  which  they 
adopted  at  the  outset.  In  other  words,  they 
have  seen  no  reason  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
the  general  policy  which  was  gradually  defined 
during  the  first  two  years.  In  the  sphere  of 
libraries,  for  example,  Professor  Adam's  report 
on  the  Borough  service  led  directly  to  the 
County  Library  policy  ;  the  creation  and 
development  of  the  Central  Library  for 
Students  in  co-ordination  with  Specid  Libra- 
ries is  the  natural  and  necessary  corollary  of 
Municipal  and  County  Libraries.  The  next 
five  years  are  almost  certainly  bound  to 
witness  the  equally  natural  and,  indeed,  in- 
evitable growth  and  systematic  co-ordination 
between  libraries  of  every  kind,  so  that  the 
resources  of  the  community  will  become  in  a 
real  sense  accessible  to  all. 

Another  respect  in  which  Trust  policy  has 
pursued  a  continuous  course  of  development 
is  in  the  preference  for  pioneer  institutions,  or 
new  experiments  by  establishing  bodies,  over 
those  which  are  already  recognised  and  sup- 
ported by  State  grants  or  public  liberality. 

As  a  result  of  examination  of  the  building 
grants  and  maintenance  problems,  it  has  been 
decided  that  during  the  quinquennium  1926- 
30  in  the  main  projects  which  do  not  involve 
the  erection  of  costly  buildings  and  the  inevi- 
tably heavy  cost  of  maintenance  will  be 
considered. 

With  the  last  day  of  1925  two  important 
lines  of  Trust  policy  came  to  an  end.  In  the 
sphere  of  municipal  libraries  all  promises  in 
respect  of  which  local  authorities  had  taken 
no  action  lapsed,  and  on  the  same  day  the 
offer  of  grants  for  the  establishment  of  county 
libraries  was  withdrawn.  This  does  not  imply 
that  the  trustees  have  ceased  to  take  an  active 


interest  in  the  sphere  of  public  libraries.  No 
further  applications  for  building  grants  or  for 
the  foundation  (except  in  Ireland)  of  county 
libraries  will  be  considered,  but  the  trustees 
have  set  aside  substantial  allocations  for  the 
purpose  of  stimulating  and  strengthening  the 
libraries  which  already  exist. 

Dealing  with  their  music  and  drama  policy, 
the  trustees  state  that  perhaps  the  chief  event 
of  the  past  year  has  been  the  acquisition  of  the 
historic  Sadler's  Wells  Theatre,  which,  in  due 
course,  will  be  handed  over  to  the  trustees, 
and  will  form,  in  association  with  the  Old 
Vic,  a  national  home  for  drama  and  opera. 

The  most  important  new  grant  of  the  year 
was  a  third  subsidy  totalling  £6,250  (for  five 
years  on  a  scale  descending  from  £1,450  to 
£1,050)  in  aid  of  the  work  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Industrial  Psychology. 

In  concluding  this  survey  of  the  report  we 
return  once  more  to  the  library  grants,  taking 
in  detail  those  allocated  to  the  blind  and  the 
deaf,  as  of  special  interest  to  Beacon  readers  : — 

Supplementing  their  original  grant  of 
£12,000  for  the  erection  of  the  National 
Library  for  the  Blind  in  Westminster,  the 
trustees  have  granted  a  further  sum  of  £15,000 
towards  a  total  of  £30,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  large  extension  rendered  necessary  by  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  library's  work.  The 
trustees  state  that  they  are  glad  to  learn  that 
the  balance  has  been  secured  through  Lord 
Shaw's  efforts  and  a  public  appeal,  and  that 
the  work  of  construction  has  already  begun. 
The  grants  to  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  (total  £6,000)  for  the  printing  of  books 
in  Moon  and  Braille  have  now  been  claimed, 
the  agreement  being  that  during  a  period  of 
ten  years  the  National  Library  shall  receive 
from  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  thirty 
copies  of  all  works  of  fiction,  one  copy  of  all 
reference  works,  and  five  copies  of  all  other 
works,  including  music  produced  by  the 
Institute  in  Braille  and  Moon  type.  The  West 
Craigmillar  Royal  Blind  Asylum,  Edinburgh, 
also  received  a  grant,  £1,000,  in  respect  of 
which  it  was  agreed  to  present  to  the  National 
Library  five  copies  of  each  work  of  fiction, 
two  copies  of  each  general  work  and  one  copy 
of  each  reference  work  produced  by  their 
printing  department.  The  grant  of  £3,000  in 
aid  of  the  Manchester  Library  for  the  Blind 
has  also  been  claimed.  A  grant  of  £2,500  was 
made  towards  the  establishment  of  a  library 
for  Deaf  Education  in  the  University  of 
Manchester. 
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OBITUARY 

THE  REV.   J.    W.    ST.    CLARE   HILL,    M.A., 
F.R.A.S.,    F.C.T.B. 

IT  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  we  have 
to  record  the  death  of  the  Rev.  James 
William  St.  Clare  Hill,  M.A.,  F.R.A.S., 
F.C.T.B. 

By  his  death  the  blind  world  loses  one  of  its 
most  devoted  friends  and  workers,  and  one 
who  can  justly  be  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  education  and  training  of  the 
blind. 

For  34  years  Mr.  St.  Clare  Hill  was  Principal 
of  the  Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  Leatherhead. 
This  school  was  found- 
ed in  1799  in  a  small 
room  in  Southwark, 
when  six  blind  persons 
received  tuition  and 
training  to  enable  them 
to  earn  a  living  and  to 
.  take  their  place  in  the 
world.  From  this  small 
beginning  the  school 
grew  until  in  1832  the 
old  school  was  founded 
in  St.  George's  Circus. 

It  was  to  this  school 
that  in  1892  Mr.  St. 
Clare  Hill  was  appoint- 
ed Chaplain  and  Secre- 
tary. At  the  time  the 
number  of  blind  persons 
benefited  was  1 29  pupils 
and  21  workers. 

In  1902  this  site  was 
bought  by  the  Waterloo 
Railway  Company,  and 
the  school  moved  to 
the  new  buildings 
erected  at  Leatherhead, 
Surrey.  Here  under  the 
improved  conditions 
the  number  of  pupils  increased  to  over  230. 

In  addition  to  the  great  work,  Mr.  St.  Clare 
Hill  was  instrumental  in  founding  under  the 
government  of  the  School  Corporation  the 
Blind  Employment  Factory  in  the  Waterloo 
Road,  which,  originally  having  21  workers 
now  employs  130.  This  factory  has  as  its 
object  the  employment  of  totally  and  partially 
blind  persons  as  basket-mat-brush  workers, 
machine-knitters  and  chair-caners,  and  com- 
petes with  sighted  factories  in  these  trades. 

He  was  also  Honorary  Secretary  to  the 
Society  for  Granting  Annuities  to  the  Poor 


Rev.  J.   W.   St.   Clare  Hill,   m.a.,   f.r.a.s.,   f.c.t.b. 


Adult  Blind  and  to  the  South  London  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

The  Society  for  Granting  Annuities  to  the 
Poor  Adult  Blind,  although  not  a  part  of  the 
work  undertaken  by  the  School  Corporation, 
is  associated  with  it  inasmuch  as  the  school 
gives  its  offices  for  the  use  of  the  Society.  In 
1892,  58  pensioners  were  attached  to  the 
Society.  At  the  end  of  1925,  320  were  in 
receipt  of  annual  pensions,  and  it  is  to  the 
indefatigable  work  of  Mr.  St.  Clare  Hill  that 
the  money  was  obtained  which  makes  this 
great  increase  of  benefit  possible. 

The  South  London  Institute  is  mainly  con- 
cerned with  those  blind 
persons  who  have 
passed  the  age  for 
entering  the  school  or 
for  training  in  an  in- 
dustry, and  affords  for 
them  a  home  in  which 
entertainment  is  pro- 
vided to  lighten  the 
heavy  lot  of  the  blind. 
In  all  these  under- 
takings Mr.  St.  Clare 
Hill  was  a  tireless 
worker,  giving  himself 
unsparingly,  and  has 
richly  deserved  to  see 
them  grow  from  small 
beginnings  to  some  of 
the  greatest  and  most 
important  centres  of 
education  and  assist- 
ance to  the  blind  world. 
Not  content  with 
these  efforts,  he  was 
continually  occupied 
with  committees  and 
conferences  for  assist- 
ing the  blind  and  for 
bringing  into  practice 
render   the  blind  self- 


motto 


to 


his    gi 
reliant." 

For  some  years  he  was  Government  expert 
for  the  education  of  the  blind  and  H.M.  Inspec- 
tor of  Schools  for  the  Blind. 

In  1909  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
College  of  the  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  to  which 
he  rendered  valuable  assistance,  acting  at  one 
time  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
of  the  College. 

As  a  worker  for  the  blind,  particularly  as 
one  who  has  done  so  much  to  combat  with  the 
existing  prejudices  of  employing  blind  people, 
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Mr.  St.  Clare  Hill's  name  will  be  remembered 
with  love  and  veneration.  His  death  will  be 
mourned  by  the  many  who  have  benefited  by 
his  tireless  work — a  work  which  can  rightly 
be  summed  up  in  the  words  "  facta  non  verba." 


BLIND 
WORKERS    IN    CONFERENCE 

UNDER  the  auspices  of  the  National  Union 
of  the  Blind  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference 
took  place  in  Brighton  during  Whitsuntide. 
About  40  delegates  were  present,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  visitors  were  in  atten- 
dance during  each  session.  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece, 
President  of  the  Society,  occupied  the  chair. 

By  common  consent  the  conference  is  held 
to  have  been  an  unqualified  success,  and  the 
Hon.  General  Secretary's  report  shows  that 
the  organisation  is  strengthening  its  position 
both  numerically  and  from  the  financial  point 
of  view.  It  is  the  earnest  endeavour  of  those 
associated  with  the  organisation  of  such 
gatherings  to  make  them  not  merely  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  all  the  important 
social  and  industrial  problems  which  affect  the 
interests  of  the  blind  community,  but  also  an 
occasion  upon  which  to  listen  to  experts  in 
medical  science  and  sociology. 

Delegates  and  visitors  alike  were  fortunate 
in  this  respect  during  the  progress  of  the 
Brighton  conference,  for  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  well-known  ophthalmologists 
and  social  workers  deal  at  first  hand  with 
problems  upon  which  they  were  thoroughly 
competent  to  discourse.  It  has  been  our 
privilege  to  listen  to  many  interesting  and 
instructing  discourses  on  the  prevention  of 
blindness,  and  to  read  some  illuminating  books 
on  the  subject,  but  the  lecture  delivered  by  Mr. 
Harold  Grimsdale  at  the  recent  conference  was 
an  effort  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation, 
and  we  recommend  to  all  interested  that  they 
should  obtain  a  copy  of  the  paper  if  they  desire 
to  be  well  informed.  So  far  as  is  possible  the 
lecture  is  entirely  free  of  those  technical  am- 
biguities which  make  it  so  difficult  oftentimes 
for  laymen  to  follow  a  discourse  with  the  ease 
and  facility  without  which  it  is  impossible  to 
sustain  a  real  interest. 

A  leading  daily  newspaper,  referring  to  the 
first  session  of  the  conference,  says  :  "  During 
the  day  papers  on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
were  read  by  Mr.  Harold  Grimsdale,  B.A., 
M.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  and  Dr.  Mary  Douie,  lecturer 


for  the  Social  Hygiene  Council.  They  both 
spoke  with  special  reference  to  venereal  disease, 
and  their  revelations  were  at  once  startling  and 
harrowing.  Mr.  Grimsdale  investigated,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  extent  of  blindness  attributable 
to  this  disease,  and  placed  the  figure  at  30  per 
cent.  Mr.  Grimsdale  pointed  out  that  there 
are  48,000  blind  persons  in  Great  Britain,  and, 
according  to  the  figures  produced  before  the 
19 1 6  Royal  Commission,  13,000  cases  are  due 
to  venereal  disease." 

The  discussion  on  Mr.  Grimsdale's  paper 
was  opened  by  Mr.  J.  H.  McCurrich,  F.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Brighton  Poor  Law 
Institution,  who  urged  that  the  present  method 
in  London  of  ante-natal  treatment  is  good.  It 
is  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  City 
Corporation,  but  is  only  on  a  limited  scale. 
The  clinics  are  not  compulsory,  so  the  patients 
set  themselves  up  as  judges  as  to  where  they 
should  be  treated.  That  is  a  great  drawback. 
If  only  one  child's  sight  could  be  saved  by  any 
treatment  it  was  worth  while. 

Other  speakers  included  Dr.  Ernest  V. 
Oulton  and  Dr.  L.  A.  Parry.  During  the 
second  session  of  the  conference  Dr.  Mary 
Douie  also  contributed  an  admirable  paper  on 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  treating  the 
subject  with  commendable  skill  and  frankness. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Preece,  in  his  presidential  address, 
made  some  references  to  the  ca'  canny  spirit  in 
industry.  "  There  is  a  growing  feeling  among 
the  younger  blind,"  he  said,  "  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  put  forward  the  maximum  of  their 
energies  and  capacities,  but  that  somehow  the 
State  and  the  local  authorities  will  provide 
them  with  a  standard  of  comfort  which  makes 
any  effort  on  their  part  unnecessary.  If  that 
spirit  is  abroad,  the  inevitable  result  must  be 
that  we  shall  decrease  the  amount  of  economic 
and  moral  support  and  assistance  that  we  get 
from  the  State,  municipal  authorities,  and 
private  benefactors ;  and  we  shall  be  made  the 
creatures  of  a  compassion  which  it  will  never 
be  worth  while  to  express  in  the  machinery  of 
mutual  service.  I  have  a  great  sympathy  with 
the  discontent  which  is  sometimes  called 
Divine,  but  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  atti- 
tude of  unavailing  discontent  which  produces 
chronic  malcontents  who  fail  to  realise  that  in 
their  own  hands  lie  the  opportunities  for  their 
own  welfare  and  the  welfare  of  others  who 
will  succeed  them.  The  easy  life  for  blind 
men  and  women,  without  the  necessity  of 
effort,  will  not  be  nearly  so  delightful  as  some 
of  its  votaries  imagine.      When  we  lie  under 
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the  municipal  plum  trees,  waiting  for  the  ripe 
fruit  to  drop  into  our  mouths,  we  may  find 
that  the  golden  fruit  has  a  worm  at  its  core. 
Their  motto  should  be,"  added  Mr.  Preece, 
" '  Where  there's  a  will,  there's  a  way,'  and  the 
way  to  the  solution  of  their  problems  lay  in 
association  and  combination." 

During  the  progress  of  various  discussions 
the  point  of  view  expressed  by  the  President 
was  frequently  reiterated,  viz.,  that  the  blind 
have  no  legitimate  right  to  expect  tangible 
assistance  without  being  prepared  to  render 
service  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  capacity. 

A  number  of  important  miscellaneous  reso- 
lutions evoked  animated  discussion,  viz.,  those 
dealing  with  the  home  teaching  service,  the 
establishment  of  homes  and  hostels,  the 
standard  of  remuneration  that  should  obtain 
in  industry,  and  the  development  of  other  and 
additional  occupations  for  the  employment  of 
the  blind.  During  the  conference  several 
important  functions  were  held,  at  one  of 
which  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  J. P.,  Chairman  of 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  contributed  an  admir- 
able little  speech.  Several  resolutions  were 
referred  to  the  Management  Committee  of  the 
organisation,  with  instructions  that  suitable 
representations  by  deputation  should  be  made 
to  various  Government  departments.  At  the 
close  of  the  conference  presentations  were 
made  to  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the 
Brighton  Branch  of  the  Union.  B.  P. 

WIRELESS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

AS  a  result  of  the  appeal  for  wireless  sets 
and  headphones  for  blind  people,  the 
following  have  been  received  up  to  June  13th  : 
59  crystal  sets,  24  headphones. 

The  following  have  now  been  distributed  : 
225  sets,  370  headphones,  156  licences  and  36 
aerials. 

The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  report 
that  the  present  stock  of  wireless  sets  having 
been  depleted,  no  further  sets  will  be  supplied 
until  further  notice. 

A  BRASS  tablet  to  commemorate  the 
association  of  Miss  Frances  Betty  Shand 
with  the  Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Blind  was 
unveiled  last  April  by  Mr.  George  H.  Wills, 
Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Institute,  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  number  of  workers  and  friends.  Mr. 
Harry  Cocks  presided.  Miss  Shand  founded 
the  Institute  in  1865,  and  acted  as  Hon.  Secre- 
tary until  she  left  Cardiff  in  1877. 


THE    HENRY    STAINSBY 
MEMORIAL    FUND 

WE  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
further  progress  with  regard  to  the 
Henry  Stainsby  Memorial  Fund.  The  Fund 
has  aroused  interest  as  far  afield  as  New 
Zealand,  one  of  the  latest  donations  having 
been  received  from  the  Jubilee  Institute, 
Auckland. 

*  *  * 

AT  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free 
Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind,  held  on 
Wednesday,  January  27th,  1926,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  : — 

Whereas  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take 
to  His  eternal  rest  on  December  22nd,  1925, 

HENRY  STAINSBY 
Secretary-General  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  London,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Moon  Society  of  the  same  Institute,  who  for 
forty-six  years  devoted  his  time  and  energy  to 
the  welfare  of  the  blind,  be  it 

Resolved  that  we,  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society 
and  Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind, 
record  with  deep  sorrow  the  death  of  Henry 
Stainsby,  and  hereby  tender  to  his  widow  and 
family  our  united  and  heartfelt  sympathy  with 
them  in  their  loss.     Be  it  further 

Resolved  that  this  resolution  be  spread 
upon  the  Minutes  of  this  Society  and  a  copy 
of  same  suitably  engrossed  be  sent  to  the  widow 
and  family. 

(Sgd.)     L.  Webster  Fox, 

President. 
(Sgd.)     Isabel  W.  Kennedy, 

Secretary. 

Mr.    ILLINGWORTH'S 
RETIREMENT 

IN  our  last  issue  we  mentioned  that  Mr. 
Illingworth,  who  is  this  year  retiring  from 
active  service,  had  occupied  various  posts  at 
Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  50 
years.  This  statement  was  incorrect,  as  Mr. 
Illingworth  was  appointed  Superintendent  in 
1904,  and  had  not  previously  occupied  any 
other  position  at  Henshaw's  Institution.  His 
previous  appointment  was  that  of  headmaster 
of  Craigmillar  Blind  School,  Edinburgh,  in 
1885. 
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ADDITIONS      TO      STUDENTS'     LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE    FOR  THE   BLIND 

LOGIC. 

Author.  Title.  Vols. 


Jevons.     Elementary  Lessons  in  Logic 

Jevons.     Logic 

Joseph,  H.  W.  B.     Introduction  to  Logic 

Welton,  J.,  and  Monahan,  A.  J.     Intermediate  Logic 

PHILOSOPHY. 
Descartes,  R.     Discourse  on  Method  and  Metaphysical 

Meditations 
Joad,  C.  E.  M.     Commonsense  Philosophy 
Muirhead,  J.  H.     Elements  of  Ethics  .  . 
Murray,  G.     Stoic  Philosophy 
Russell,  Bertrand.     Problems  of  Philosophy 
Sorley,  W.  R.     The  Moral  Life 
Spencer,  H.       Essays 
Stevenson,  R.  L.     Lay  Morals 
Webb,  C.  C.  J.     History  of  Philosophy 
Hobhouse,  L.  T.     The  Rational  Good 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 
Haldane,  Russell  and  Schiller.     Daedalus,  Icarus  and 

Tantalus 
Heard,  G.     Narcissus 

POETRY   AND   THE    DRAMA 
Anon.     Aucassin  and  Nicolette 
Anon.      The  Mystic  Rose 
Anthology.     Georgian  Poetry,  1918-1919 

Selections   from   Modern   Poets    (ed.    b 


Anthology. 

Squire)    . 

Anthology. 

Anthology. 


Spirit  of  Man  (Bridges)    .  . 

Poems  of  To-day  (First  Series) 
Barrie,  J.  M.      Dear  Brutus 
Barrie,  J.  M.      Admirable  Crichton 
Barrie,  J.  M.     What  Every  Woman  Knows 
Browning,  R.      "  Men  and  Women  "  and  "  A  Blot 

the  Scutcheon  " 
Chaucer.     The  House  of  Fame 
Chaucer.     The  Nonnes  Priestes  Tale    .  . 
Chaucer.     The  Pardonner's  Tale 
Chaucer.     The  Prologue  ("  Canterbury  Tales 
Chaucer.     The  Squire's  Tale 
Chaucer.     Complete  Poetical  Works  (ed.  by  Skeat) 
Dale,  E.     Notes  to  Milton's  Minor  Poems 
Dekkar,  T.     Plays 
Donne,  J.      Poems 
Drinkwater,  J.     "  Mary  Stuart  "  and  "  Cophctua 
Drinkwater,  J.      Selected  Poems  and  Three  Plays 
Drinkwater,  J.      Robert  E.  Lee 
Gray,  T.     Odes  and  Elegy 
Green,  R.      George-a-Grene 
Henryson.     Testament  of  Cresseid 
Jonson,  Ben.      The  Alchemist 
Jonson,  Ben.     Every  Man  in  his  Humor 
Jonson,  Ben.     The  Silent  Woman 
Jonson,  Ben.     Volpone 

Langland,  J.     Piers  Plowman  (ed.  by  Skeat)  .  . 
Langland,  J.     Piers  Plowman  (trans,  by  Burrell) 
Maeterlinck,  M.     Pelleas  and  Melisande 
Marlowe,  C.     Edward  II 
Marlowe,  C.     Plays 

Nicholas  of  Guildford.     The  Owl  and  the  Nightingal 
Pinero,  A.  W.      Trelawney  of  the  Wells 
Pollard,  A.  W.  (ed.  by).     English  Miracle  Plays 
Pope,  A.      Selections 
Pope,  A.     Rape  of  the  Lock 
Shakespeare,  W.     Hamlet  (Notes  by  Lyde)    .  . 
Shakespeare,  W.     Richard  III 
Shakespeare,  W.     Cymbeline  (Notes  by  Baugust) 
Shakespeare,  W.     The  Tempest  (Notes  by  Lee) 
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Sharpe,  W.  (ed.  by).     Sonnets  of  the  Nineteenth'  Cen- 
tury       . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  4 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Candida 1 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Devil's  Disciple 2 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Man  and  Superman         .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Saint  Joan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Skeat,  W.  W.  (ed.  by).     Chaucer's  Man  of  Law,  Par- 
donner's Tale,  etc.        .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Skelton,   J.     The   Bowge   of   Courte   and   Garland   of 

Laurel     . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Spenser,  E.     Faerie  Queene,  Book  II  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Synge.     Three  Plays        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Tagore,  R.     Sadhana       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Tagore,  R.     Fruit  Gathering      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Wilde,  Oscar.     Selections  from  Prose  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Milton,  J.     Minor  Poems  1 

Bottomley,  Gordon.     King  Lear's  Wife  and  Gruach.  .  1 

Tennyson,  Lord.     Becket  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Barrie,  J.  M.     Mary  Rose  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Noyes,  A.     The  Torchbearers  and  other  Poems  .  .  3 

Pope,  A.     Satires  and  Epistles  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Wilde,  O.     The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest  .  .  1 

YORKSHIRE 
WHIST    CHAMPIONSHIP 

THE  Yorkshire  Whist  Championship  in 
aid  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  was  concluded  in  the  Leeds  Scala  Ball- 
room on  the  evening  of  May  26th.  The 
championship  had  attracted  entries  from  all 
parts  of  Yorkshire,  and  it  was  a  pleasing  fact 
that  all  the  Ridings  and  South  Yorkshire  were 
represented  amongst  the  prize  winners. 

In  a  brief  speech,  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  J. P., 
Joint  Hon.  Treasurer,  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  said  that  the  tournament  had 
benefited  the  cause  of  the  blind  by  nearly 
£2,000,  and  he  thanked  all  those  who  had 
lent  a  hand  in  making  the  championship  a 
success,  including  Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers 
and  Co.,  Sheffield,  for  their  generosity  in 
giving  £380  as  prize-money,  and  the  Yorkshire 
Evening  News  for  the  presentation  of  a  hand- 
some cup.  The  cheques  were  handed  to  the 
winners  by  Mr.  H.  E.  G.  West,  General 
Manager  of  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Yorkshire  Evening  News  cup  was  presented 
by  the  editor  of  that  journal  to  Mr.  A.  Fairist, 
of  Sheffield,  who  also  won  a  prize  of  £100. 
A  prize  of  £100  was  awarded  to  Miss  M. 
Lodge,  of  Dewsbury,  who  scored  the  highest 
ladies'  total. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Coghill,  North  Yorkshire  Branch 
Secretary  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  who  was  the  chief  organiser  of  the 
tournament,  added  his  quota  of  thanks  to 
those  who  had  awarded  prizes  and  to  the 
Yorkshire  Evening  Netvs  for  the  presentation 
of  a  cup. 
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COLLEGE    AND    ASSOCIATION    OF    TEACHERS 

OF    THE    BLIND 

HOME    TEACHERS'    EXAMINATION,    1926 


HE  fourth  examination  for  the  home 
teachers'  certificate  had  to  be  post- 
poned from  the  18th  to  21st  May 
on  account  of  the  General  Strike. 
It  was  held  simultaneously  at  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage, 
London,  and  Henshaw's  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Manchester,  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
1st,  2nd  and  3rd  June. 

The  examiners  were  Mr.  W.  M. 
Stone,  Mr.  A.  R.  Bannister,  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowley, 
Mr.  E.  Evans,  Miss  J.  I.  Falconer,  Miss  E.  M. 
Jones,  Mr.  T.  J.  Mulholland,  Mr.  W.  W.  Ness, 
Mr.  A.  Siddall,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Tate.  The 
■  following  co-opted  examiners  and  invigilators 
also  rendered  very  valuable  services  :  Mr.  G. 
Symes,  Miss  Radford,  Mr.  F.  G.  Osborn,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Gadsby,  Mr.  S.  W.  Stevens,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Illingworth,  Miss  M.  Westby,  Miss  Roebuck, 
Mrs.  Dalby  and  Miss  Bulbeck. 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  candidates  entered 
for  the  examination,  of  whom  no  duly 
presented  themselves.  Of  these  26  were  re- 
entrants. 

Sixty-five  certificates  have  been  awarded,  and 
21  of  these  were  in  respect  of  re-entrants.  Of 
the  successful  candidates  9  were  blind,  9 
partially  blind  and  47  sighted. 

To  gain  the  certificate,  candidates  had  to 
satisfy  the  examiners  in  Braille,  Moon,  Pro- 
fessional Knowledge  (Theoretical  and  Prac- 
tical), and  in  not  less  than  three  of  the  following 
home  occupations  :  Chair  caning,  rush  seating, 
hand  knitting,  pulp-cane  work,  netting,  straw- 
bag  making  and  raffia  work,  string-bag  making 
and  raffia  work,  rug-making,  Braille  music, 
and  in  any  other  subject,  if  such  is  first  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

The  following  observations  of  the  Board 
will  be  of  special  interest  to  past  and  future 
candidates.  Honours  are  indicated  by  H, 
passes  by  P  and  failures  by  F  : — 

BRAILLE 

(37  H,  31  P,  16  F) 
The  written  work  was  well  done,  and  was 
higher  in  standard  than  the  reading.  Braille 
writing  is  much  improved  since  the  first  exam- 
ination. The  reading  reached  a  good  standard 
on  the  whole,  but  in  a  few  cases  the  candidates 


were  not  familiar  with  the  contractions,  and 
failed  to  read  with  any  degree  of  fluency. 

MOON 

(23  H,  57  P,  13  F) 
The  standard  reached  in  this  subject  was  not 
so  good  as  that  in  Braille.  The  reading  was 
slow  and,  in  many  cases,  laboured.  It  would 
appear  that  several  candidates  had  attempted 
to  learn  a  subject  a  few  days  before  the  exami- 
nation, and  it  was  clear  that  some  found  little 
use  for  this  subject  in  their  work,  and  as  a 
consequence  considered  it  waste  of  time  to 
study  it. 

PROFESSIONAL   KNOWLEDGE 

(Theoretical) 
(9H,  65  P,  n  F) 
There  were  very  few  cases  of  outstanding 
merit.  Some  candidates  failed  to  understand 
the  questions.  This  was  probably  more  due 
to  the  candidates'  lack  of  familiarity  with 
examinations  than  to  their  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  The  number  of  passes  showed 
that  the  bulk  of  the  candidates  did  creditably, 
and  on  the  whole  the  papers  were  the  best 
yet  handed  in. 

PROFESSIONAL  KNOWLEDGE 

(Practical) 
(7H,67P,  11F) 

Case  work  was  fairly  well  tackled,  especially 
by  candidates  who  had  had  experience  of  the 
work.  In  the  "  Ability  to  Teach  "  test,  good 
lessons  were  given  by  some  candidates.  A 
preparation  for  the  subject  leading  up  to  the 
actual  teaching  was  a  good  feature.  It  was 
evident  that  the  home  teachers  had  knowledge 
of  the  way  to  overcome  the  diffidence  of  pupils 
and  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  subject  taught. 
The  manual  alphabet  test  shows  that  the 
average  home  teacher  has  yet  a  good  deal  to 
learn  in  this  direction.  The  position  taken  up 
was  frequently  awkward  and  uncomfortable, 
and,  in  most  cases,  the  speaking  was  so  slow 
that  a  deaf  person  would  have  been  insuffer- 
ably bored. 

CHAIR   CANING 
(12  H,  41  P,  24  F) 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  result  in  this 
test  was  that  the  candidates  in  London  did 
much  better  than  those  in  Manchester.     As  a 
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considerable  number  of  the  London  teachers 
have  recently  been  attending  special  courses 
in  handicrafts,  it  is  only  fair  to  attribute  a 
portion  of  the  result  to  this  preparation.  In 
Manchester  the  speed  and  quality  were 
decidedly  poor,  while  some  candidates  had 
only  a  nodding  acquaintance  with  the  subject. 

RUSH   SEATING 
(n  H,  2i  P,  9F) 
Much  improvement  is  shown,  and  the  candi- 
dates did  very  creditable  work.     Some  of  the 
exercises  were  excellent,  and  the  general  level 
obtained  on  the  whole  was  good. 
STRAW-BAG    MAKING    AND    RAFFIA 

(3  H,  13  P,  3  F) 
STRING-BAG    MAKING    AND    RAFFIA 
(6  H,  3  P,  i  F) 
Quite  good  work  was  done  in  both  these 
subjects. 

PULP-CANE   WORK 
(12  H,  18  P,  i6F) 
The  remarks  made  in  connection  with  Chair 
Caning  hold  good  for  this  subject.     All  the 
honours  and  1 5   of  the  passes  were  gained  in 
London,    and    much    of    the    work    showed 
evidence  of  special  training.    Without  definite 
instruction,    this    subject   proves   too  difficult 
for  the  majority  of  candidates.     It  is  a  subject 
which  cannot  be  learned  from  books. 
HAND   KNITTING 
(14H.23P.6F) 
The  exercises  in  this  subject  were  well  done 
on  the  whole,  though  several  excellent  knitters 
failed  to  follow  a  given  pattern  correctly. 
MACHINE   KNITTING 
(1  H,  2  P,  2  F) 
The  practical  work  was  very  poor,  with  the 
exception  of  one  candidate. 

RUG  MAKING 
(10  H,  49  P,  16  F) 
As  in  other  pastime  occupations,  the  work 
in  Rug  Making  showed  a  distinct  improve- 
ment on  that  of  previous  years.  Although  the 
subject  is  a  simple  one,  the  need  for  more 
definite  instruction  is  evident. 

BRAILLE   MUSIC 

(2  H,  3  P,  o  F) 

TYPEWRITING 

(3  H,  1  P,  2  F) 

NETTING 
(3  H,  3  P,  4  F) 
On  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Examiners, 
the  Arthur  Pearson  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
A.  G.  Knock  of  the  Home  Industries  Depart- 
ment of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


Miss  Gullen,  of  the  Liverpool  Home  Teaching 
Society,  was  proxime  accessit. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  successful  candi- 
dates ;  the  number  of  subjects  in  which 
honours  were  obtained  is  indicated  after  each 
name  : — 

Alderson,  Miss  E.  (1) 
Andrew,  Miss  A.  I.  (2) 
Baker,  Miss  G.  A.  (1) 
Blair,  Miss  F.  M.  (2) 
Boyce,  Mrs.  E.  M.  (3) 
Brain,  Mr.  A.  B.  (1) 
Brook,  Miss  F. 
Brookes,  Miss  N. 
Brownlee,  Miss  R.  (1) 
Clubb,  Miss  C.  L.  (1) 
Coates,  Mrs.  E.  M.  (2) 
Cooter,  Mr.  F.  E. 
Crowther,  Miss  M.  D.  (3) 
Davies,  Mrs.  E.  E.  (1) 
Davis,  Miss  K.  P.  (1) 
Diggle,  Miss  K.  (4) 
Dixon,  Mr.  R.  C.  (2) 
Dobbs,  Miss  W.  M.  (2) 
Donne,  Miss  M.  E.  (1) 
Egar,  Miss  E.  M.  (1) 
Ellis,  Miss  F.  (1) 
Foster,  Miss  G. 
Fripp,  Miss  A.  M.  (4) 
Grey,  Miss  M. 
Gullen,  Miss  L.  (5) 
Hall,  Miss  M.  I.  (4) 
Hancocks,  Miss  N. 
Harston,  Miss  K.  (1) 
Hewitt,  Miss  L.  (2) 
Holgate,  Miss  M.  (2) 
Huskisson,  Miss  P.  (1) 


Hunt,  Miss  L.  (4) 


Jackson,  Miss  M.  (2) 
Keir,  Mr.  R.  (4) 
Kittow,  Miss  A.  C.  (4) 
Knock,  Mr.  A.  G.  (5) 
Laverick,  Miss  W.  E.  (4) 
Lawrence,  Miss  T.  (1) 
Mullaney,  Miss  M.  (3) 
Pankhurst,  Miss  D.  (1) 
Parkinson,  Mr.  E. 
Payne,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Phillips,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Pinnington,  Miss  A.  (3) 
Platten,  Miss  M.  E.  (2) 
Preston,  Mrs.  M.  (1) 
Price,  Mrs.  E. 
Reavley,  Miss  G.  (4) 
Rees,  Miss  D.  N. 
Roberts,  Miss  L.  (2) 
Rylett,  Miss  S. 
Sharp,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Simpson,  Miss  E. 
Swan,  Mr.  C.  E.  (1) 
Thomas,  Miss  L.  (4) 
Thomas,  Miss  M.  (4) 
Truman,  Miss  J.  (1) 
Turner,  Miss  F.  G.  (2) 
Waggett,  Miss  A. 
Waller,  Miss  M.  A.  G.  (1) 
Warburton,  Miss  E.  M. 
Westby,  Miss  M.  G.  (4) 
Williamson,   Miss   C. 


<*» 


CAROL    COMPETITION 

WE  are  pleased  to  announce  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  recent  competition  in 
the  "  Braille  Musical  Magazine "  for  the  best 
musical  setting  of  carols  by  blind  poets,  prizes 
have  been  awarded  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Sinclair  Logan,  L.R.A.M.,  A.R.A.M., 
for  "  Softly  sleeps  the  Babe,"  by  Henrietta 
Turner. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Watling,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M., 
for  "  Softly  sleeps  the  Babe,"  by  Henrietta 
Turner. 

Mr. .  H.  W.  Greenhill,  F.R.C.O.,  for  "  Be- 
cause of  Jesus  Christ  and  me,"  by  Annie 
Parker. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Hilditch,  L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.O.,  for 
"  Bring  your  offerings,"  by  Annie  Sackville, 
and  "  Mary's  Vigil,"  by  Barbara  Ross  Mc- 
intosh. 

Mr.  J.  Leslie  Kenny,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M., 
for  "  A  Yuletide  Hymn,"  by  Annie  Beatley. 

Mr.  Albert  Robins,  A.R.C.O.,  for  "God 
with  us,"  by  W.  J.  Dowding,  and  "  The  Glad 
Noel,"  by  Harold  E.  Slater. 
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MR.    WHITFIELD'S    RECITAL 


HE  enthusiastic  applause  of  a  large 
audience  testified  to  the  warm 
appreciation  aroused  by  the  playing 
of  Mr.  Ernest  Whitfield  at  the 
Grotrian  Hall  on  Friday,  May  28th. 
-Mr.  Whitfield  is  well  known  to 
concert-goers  in  England  and  on 
the  Continent,  and  since  we  last 
had  the  pleasure  of  reviewing  his 
performance  he  has  made  very  great 
strides  in  his  art,  his  execution 
having  gained  considerably  in  breadth  and 
maturity. 

His  interpretation 
with  Mr.  Donald  Tovey 
of  Elgar's  sonata  for 
violin  and  pianoforte 
was  an  artistic  triumph. 
The  Daily  Telegraph 
•says  :  "  The  second 
movement,  where  most 
players  reveal  their 
weakness,  never  dis- 
covered a  vulnerable 
point.  This  most  tender 
and  gracious  movement 
certainly  seemed  last 
night  to  possess  a  unity 
it  never  had  before. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the 
sonata  the  applause 
showered  on  the  players 
was  not  less  warm  or 
enthusiastic  than  that 
which  is  supposed  to  be 
reserved  for  the  greatest 
feats  of  the  virtuosi." 

Mr.  Whitfield's 
mastery  of  his  art  was 
further  revealed  in 
material  of  a  very  differ 

ent  kind — Mozart's  concerto  in  A,  with  Mr. 
Kendall  Taylor  at  the  piano.  Medtner's  "  Drei 
Nachtgesiinge "  were,  to  quote  the  Times, 
"  interesting  as  showing  the  blend  of  Russian 
passion  with  German  sentiment,"  and  Hubay's 
"  Zephyr  "  was  played  with  extreme  delicacy 
and  purity  of  intonation. 

The  Times  says  :  "  Mr.  Whitfield's  playing 
has  matured  ;  he  sees  right  into  the  heart  of 
the  music,  and  expresses  what  he  sees  in  terms 
of  true  violin  tone  and  long-drawn  phrasing 
that  show  the  finished  artist." 


Mr.   Ernest  Whitfield 


ciate  the  fact  that  he  has  returned  to  the 
concert  platform,  for  he  is  a  happy  example  of 
the  heights  to  which  a  blind  man  can  attain  in 
a  musical  career. 

They   will   be   interested    to    hear    that    at 
one  time  he  was   leader  of  the   orchestra  at 
Wyndham's    Theatre.      A    year    before    the 
Armistice,    when   work   for   solo   artists    had 
become   scarce,   he   happened   to   hear   that   a 
leader,  capable  of  playing  solos   if  necessary, 
was  required  for  the  orchestra  at  that  theatre. 
It    occurred    to   him   that  as    he    could    learn 
serious      music      from 
memory,  he  might  just 
as     well     be     able    to 
memorise    theatre 
music ;     and,   although 
he  had  had  practically 
no     experience     as    an 
orchestral     player,     he 
sought     an     interview 
with    the    musical 
director.     He  writes  of 
his  experiences  as 
follows  :       "  Knowing 
the  immense  prejudice 
that  I   should  have  to 
face,  convinced  that  my 
application    would    be 
considered       ludicrous 
were    it    known  that  I 
could  not   read  a  note 
of  music,  I  traded  on  the 
circumstance    that    my 
appearance    is    normal, 
and  kept  my  true  con- 
dition a  secret.    Things 
went    so    well    at    the 
rehearsal  that  I  gained 
the    confidence   of  the 
director.         After 
several    performances    had   been   manoeuvred 
with    complete    success,    I    let    the    musical 
director  know  my  true  condition,  and,  as  he 
had  already  expressed  satisfaction  in  glowing 
terms,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  him 
to  put  obstacles  in  my  way." 

The  afore-mentioned  experience  of  a  blind 
musician  should  be  of  great  encouragement 
to  others.  Mr.  Whitfield  is  now  a  violinist  of 
recognised  merit,  but  his  power  has  not  been 
gained  without  hard  study  and  infinite  pains, 
for  music  is  a  stern  task-mistress,  and  is  not 


His  admirers  in  the  blind  world  will  appre-  to  be  lightly  wooed  nor  won. 
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SUNNY  LAWNS,  a  handsome  and  spacious 
house  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  resi- 
dential quarter  of  Wakefield,  was  recently 
formally  opened  as  a  home  for  the  blind  in  the 
areas  of  the  Hemsworth,  Pontefract  and 
Wakefield  Unions. 

The  donor  of  this  mansion  is  Miss  Elizabeth 
Child,  who  has  presented  the  entire  property 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wakefield  and 
District  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  memory 
of  her  brother,  the  late  Mr.  Tom  Child. 


Mr.  James  L.  Cumming  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  Dundee  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  Colin 
Macdonald. 


THE    NATIONAL    INSTITUTE 
RECITAL   SCHEME 

THIS  scheme  for  the  arranging  of  recitals 
by  blind  organists  outside  the  Institute 
itself,  has  now  been  in  active  operation  for 
the  past  four  years .  During  this  period  it  has 
undoubtedly  done  much  to  advance  the  cause 
of  blind  musicians  both  as  executants  and 
composers.  Its  scope  has  now  extended 
beyond  the  London  area,  recitals  having  been 
given  in  important  churches  in  Lincolnshire,  at 
Hull,  Ramsgate,  Windsor,  etc.,  During  the 
past  year  47  recitals  were  given,  the  contri- 
buting organists  being  :  Mr.  W.  Avery, 
F.R.C.O.,  Mr.  P.  T.  Dean,  F.R.C.O.,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Greenhill,  F.R.C.O.,  Mr.  J.  Eric  Hunt, 
A.R.C.O.,  Mr.  S.  Kerry,  F.R.C.O.,  Mr.  L. 
Marsh,  Mus.  Bac,  F.R.C.O.,  Mr.  H.  V. 
Spanner,  Mus.  Bac,  F.R.C.O.,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Wilson,  A.R.C.O.,  Mr.  Wm.  Wolstenholme, 
Mus.  Bac.  (Oxon.) 

Music  by  the  blind  has  included  composi- 
tions by  Hollins,  Wolstenholme,  Watling, 
T.  G.  Osborn,  Sandiford-Turner,  Leonard  A. 
Marsh,  Wm.  Avery,  H.  W.  Greenhill. 

Among  important  churches  (to  name  only  a 
few)  at  which  recitals  have  been  given,  may  be 
mentioned  :  Holy  Trinity,  Hull ;  Parish  Church, 
Ramsgate  ;  City  Temple,  Holborn  ;  St. 
Clement  Danes  ;  St.  Lawrence  Jewry  ;  West- 
minster Chapel,  Buckingham  Gate  ;  Clapham 
Parish  Church  ;  and  Christ  Church,  West- 
minster Bridge  Road. 

In  addition  to  organ  recitals,  lectures  on 
"  The  Blind  Musician  and  his  Work  "  have 
not  only  been  instrumental  in  introducing 
sighted  people  to  Braille  music  and  methods 
of  memorising,  but  have  provided  a  good 
opportunity  of  bringing  forward  piano  music 
and  songs  by  blind  composers. 


WANTED  by  the  Leeds  Institution  for  the  Blind  a  sighted 
Home  Teacher  for  the  rural  districts.  Applications, 
with  copies  of  three  recent  testimonials  and  stating  age, 
experience  and  salary  required,  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary, 

S.A.  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND  DEAF  AND 
DUMB,  Incorporated,  Brighton,  South  Australia. 

Applications  with  testimonials  or  certified  copies  of  same 
will  be  received  up  to  July  31st  next  by  the  Secretary, 
No.  70  Brookman  Buildings,  Grenfell  Street,  Adelaide, 
South  Australia,  for  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
above  Institution,  stating  salary,  qualifications,  whether 
single  or  married,  and  what  family. 

An  outline  of  the  duties  can  be  obtained  on  application  to 
Roffe  Searcy,   Secretary. 
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There  is  a  vacancy  on  the  Home  Visiting  Staff  of  the 
Metropolitan  and  adjacent  Counties  Association  for  the 
Blind,  Denison  House,  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road,  S.W.I. 

Candidates  must  be  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45,  and 
should  apply  by  letter  before  July  10th  to  the  Super- 
visor, giving  name  and  address,  qualifications,  previous 
experience,  and  date  when  free,  and  enclosing  copies  of 
two  recent  testimonials. 

Commencing  Salary,  £2  10s.  Od.  weekly.  Experience  in 
social  work  desirable. 


WANTED,  a  sighted  Woman  Teacher  and  Visitor  for  the 

Blind  in  the  Scarborough  and  Whitby  areas  of  fhe  North 
Riding.     Salary  according  to  qualification. 

Applicants  must  not  be  under  25  years  of  age,  and  pre- 
ference may  be  given  to  those  who  have  passed  the  Home 
Teachers'  Examination  of  the  College  and  Association 
of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

Applications,  stating  age  and  qualifications,  and  enclosing 
copies  of  not  more  than  three  recent  testimonials,  should 
be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  II.  V.  Scott,  Esq.,  3  Blake 
Street,  York. 


GARRICK    THEATRE 

Lessee  -  -  <  -  -  A.    E.    Abrahams 

Licensee  -  D.    A.   Abrahams 

Miss    Stella    Arbenina    and    Mr.    J.    T.    Grein 

announce    a    Special    Matinee 

MONDAY,   JULY    5th,   at  2.30  p.m. 

when    an    entirely    New   Version    of 
Alexandre    Dumas    fils 
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by    MICHAEL   ORME 

will  be  produced  with  the  following  cast: 

Mesdames    Stella    Arbenina,     Frances    Dillon,    May    Agate, 

Elsa    Palmer 

Messrs.    Charles    Carson,    John    Gielgud,     Henry    Hewitt, 

Mark  Lester,  Douglas  Burbidge 


The    play    produced    under    the    direction    of    Mr.    Sydney    Bland 


General  Manager  -  Mr.  Malcolm  Morley 

THE     THEATRE     GIVEN      BY     THE     GENEROSITY     OF 
MR.    A.    E.    ABRAHAMS 


The   proceeds    of   this    performance    will    be   given    to    the 
GREATER     LONDON    FUND    of    the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 

TICKETS  at  the  usual  prices,  viz.:  12A,  8/6,  5/9.  3/-,  1/2  (including  Tax), 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Garrick  Theatre  (Gerrard  9513),  the  usual  Agencies  and  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l.    (Museum  9701) 

(Boxes   by    arrangement) 


Pnnted  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

fpr  the  Blind,  224-6-8  Gt.  Portland  Street,  London.  W.l 
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MUSIC 

The   prices   of   the    following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church —  s.    d. 

7253  Communion  Service  in  F  (Vertical  score),  by  Dykes 

7254  "  Lo,  my  Shepherd  is  Divine  "  (from  Mass  in  G),  (Vertical  score),  by  Haydn 
Organ — 

7255  Serenade,  by  Edwin  Grasse  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7256  "  Ite  Missa  Est,"  by  J.  Lemmens  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7257  Cilurnum,  No.  2  of  "  Scenes  in  Northumberland,"  by  F.  H.  Wood  (Bar  by  bar) 
Piano — 

7258  Overture,  "  Crown  Diamonds,"  by  Auber  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7259  "  La  Ballerina,"  by  Granville  Bantock  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7260  "  Dance  Visions  "  (Suite),  by  Baynton-Power  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7261  Sonata  No.  24,  in  F  sharp,  Op.  78,  Macpherson's  edition,  by  Beethoven  (Bar  by  bar) 

7262  Twenty-five  Studies,  Op.  47,  by  Heller  (Bar  by  bar) 

7263  "  The  Windy  Hill  "  (A  little  Suite),  by  Markham  Lee  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7264  Overture,  "  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,"  by  Nicolai  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Dance — 

7265  "  Barcelona,"  Song  One-step,  by  T.  Evans  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7266  "  The  Shanty  Man,"  Medley  Fox-trot  (on  old  Sea  Chanties),  arr.  by  J.  C.  Holliday  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

7267  "  Cloze-props,"  by  Wolseley  Charles  (C  :  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7268  "  The  Heart's  Fancies,"  by  Goring-Thomas  (D  :   Compass  B,  to  E'),  pocket  size    .  . 

7269  "  My  Mary,"  by  Hollins  (B  flat  :   Compass  F  to  F'),  pocket  size 

Lovely  kind  and  kindly  loving,"  by  Hoist  (F  :   Compass  B,  natural  to  F'),  pocket  size 

Vagabond,"  by  Ireland  (A  flat  :   Compass  E  to  E') 

Captain  Mac,"  by  W.  Sanderson  (C  :   Compass  G,  to  D'),  pocket  size 

Somebody's  knockin'  at  your  door  !  "    (Negro  Spiritual),  arr.  by  Edna  Thomas  (E  flat  :     Compass 

pocket  size 
La  donna  e  mobile  "  (Woman's  a  fickle  jade),  from  "  Rigoletto,"  by  Verdi  (B  :    Compass  F  to  A') 
Through  Love  to  Light  "  (Sacred),  by  Cuthbert  Wynne  (E  flat  :   Compass  B,  to  F'),  pocket  size 


7270 
7271 
7272 
7273 

7274 
7275 


to  E 


3 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

7 

7 

7 

2 

0 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The   prices    of     the    following   publications    are    subject  to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Fiction — 
6578,  6579     "  History  of  Mr.  Polly,"  by  H.  G.  Wells,  2  vols. 
6882-6885     "  Intrusions  of  Peggy,"  by  Anthony  Hope,  4  vols. 
6888-6888     "  Kai  Lung's  Golden  Hours,"  by  Ernest  Bramah,  3  vols. 
6745-6748     "  Cubwood,"  by  Sunderland  Lewis,  4  vols. 
6572-6575      "  Bv  Order  of  the  Company,"  by  Mary  Johnston,  4  vols. 

6481-6483     "  Told  by  an  Idiot,"  by  Rose  Macaulay,  3  vols 

7016-7020     "  The  Broad  Highway,"  by  Jeffery  Farnol,  5  vols 

Essays,   Belles   Lettres — 
6070,  6071     "  Essays  in  Little,"  by  Andrew  Lang,  2  vols. 
6789-6793     "  My  Study  Windows,"  by  James  Russell  Lowell,  5  vols. 
6570,  6571     Selected  English  Essays,  by  George  Loane,  2  vols.  .... 

Literary  Criticise — 
6676,  6677     "  The  English  Language,"  by  Pcarsall  Smith,  2  vols. 

Poetical — 
6644.  6645     "  Essay  on  Man,"  from  "  The  Poetical  Works  of  Alexander  Pope,"  paper  covers,  2  vol; 

Juvenile  Fiction — 
6344     "  Jackanapes,"  by  Juliana  Ewing,  large  size,  uncontracted,  interpointed,  pamphlet 

Science — 
7190     "  Wireless  for  the  Blind,"    by  Captain  Ian  Fraser  (Reprinted  from  "   Progress  "),  Grade  2,  1 
pointed,  paper  covers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .... 

Vocational — 
7067     "  Some  Insurance  Problems  and  their  Solutions,"  by  Ben  Purse,  pamphlet 
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A  MONTHLY   MAGAZINE  DEVOTED 
INTERESTS   OF  THE  BLIND 


Vol.  X.— No.  116. 


AUGUST,  1926. 


Price  3d. 

3S.   PER  ANNUM,    POST  FRRK 


THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  NATIONAL  WORK— III 


N  our  brief  review  of  the  national 
work  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  the  following  activities 
remain  to  be  described  : — 

8.  Assistance  to  Blind  ex-Service  Men 
ineligible  for  training  at  St.  Dunstan's, 
and  Blind  Dependents  of  Serving  and 
Ex-Service  men. 

9.  Inventions  and  Research. 

10.  The  Provision  of  Apparatus. 

11.  The  Education  of  the  General   Public 
as  to  their  attitude  towards  the  Blind 

8 .  Assistance  to  Blind  Ex-Service  Men. 

The  care  and  training  of  those  who  lose 
their  sight  on  the  battlefield  is  a  problem 
which,  throughout  the  history  of  ameliorative 
work  for  the  blind,  has  always  called  for  ex- 
ceptional treatment.  States  have  generally 
recognised  their  responsibilities  as  far  as  the 
award  of  life  pensions  is  concerned  ;  but  to  pay 
off,  as  it  were,  a  blinded  soldier  or  sailor, 
and  leave  it  at  that,  would  be  completely  out 
of  harmony  with  the  progressive  tendencies 
in  all  work  for  the  blind  to-day.  Accordingly, 
when  the  Great  War  began  in  1 914,  the  Council 
of  the  National  Institute  at  once  recognised 
the  existence  of  a  new  field  of  action,  and  dele- 
gated powers  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer  and 
Secretary-General  to  do  all  that  was  possible 
to  help  men  who  might  lose  their  sight  while 
serving  their  country.  A  Committee  was 
formed,  and  the  world  knows  the  result  of 
that  Committee's  work — the  establishment  of 
St.  Dunstan's. 

During  the  war,  the  National  Institute 
collected  funds  for  St.  Dunstan's,  provided 
books  and  apparatus,  and  generally  employed 


every  possible  means  to  make  life  worth 
living  for  the  blinded  ex-service  man.  Owing 
to  these  activities,  the  needs  of  the  civilian 
blind  were  necessarily  somewhat  overshadowed 
but  when  the  War  came  to  an  end,  the  Institute, 
having  done  everything  possible  to  establish 
and  stabilise  St.  Dunstan's,  once  more  devoted 
all  its  energies  to  the  civilian  blind,  and  affil- 
iation between  the  two  institutions  ceased. 

Later,  however,  during  the  course  of  its 
work  for  the  civilian  blind,  the  Institute  came 
across  many  pitiful  cases  of  ex-service  men, 
blind  from  other  causes  than  war  service,  and, 
consequently,  not  in  receipt  of  pensions  and 
not  eligible  for  assistance  from  St.  Dunstan's. 
The  Council  considered  it  essential  that  a 
national  institution  should  not  neglect  such 
cases,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  ex- 
service  men  were  suffering  severe  privations, 
decided  to  establish  a  fund  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C., 
C.B.E.,  for  relief  work  in  this  direction. 

The  fund  is  still  in  its  infancy,  but  it  has 
already  received  distinguished  recognition 
and  accomplished  much  good  work.  Appeals 
in  the  Fund's  aid  have  been  made  by  Admirals 
of  the  Fleet  Lord  Beatty  and  Sir  Charles 
Madden,  Field  Marshals  Lord  Allenby  and 
Sir  William  Robertson,  and  Air-Marshals  Sir 
John  Salmond  and  Sir  Hugh  Trenchard  ;  the 
Admiralty,  the  Army  Council  and  the  Air 
Council  have  shown  their  approval  by  be- 
coming annual  subscribers  ;  and  considerable 
financial  support  is  being  given  by  various 
units  of  His  Majesty's  Forces.    In  some  cases 
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the  Fund  works  in  co-operation  with  Regi- 
mental Associations,  and  its  service  has  now 
been  extended  to  blind  men  from  the  Merchant 
Service.  It  also  relieves  the  blind  dependents 
of  serving  and  ex-service  men. 

9.  Inventions  and  Research. 

Even  the  casual  observer  now  recognises 
that  the  blind  occupy  a  very  different  position 
in  the  public  mind  to-day  than  that  which 
they  have  occupied  heretofore.  Blindness  is 
not  now  regarded  as  a  synonym  for  total  dis- 
ability ;  indeed,  it  is  more  fittingly  synonymous 
with  optimism  and  courage,  two  qualities  of 
mind  invariably  inducing  material  progress. 
And  while  material  progress  in  the  blind  world 
during  the  last  half-century  is  a  fait  accompli, 
signs  of  further  progress  are  visible  in  almost 
every  direction. 

The  actual  accomplishments  of  the  blind 
and  the  possibilities  of  their  future  achieve- 
ment are  due  mainly  to  the  adoption  by 
leaders  of  the  blind  community  of  the  scientific 
attitude  towards  the  problems  before  them 
and  the  utilisation  of  scientific  principles. 
There  is  always  one  best  way  of  action,  but  to 
find  that  one  best  way,  there  must  be  prelimi- 
nary scientific  investigation  and  arrangement 
and  subsequent  scientific  selection.  The 
policy  of  those  directing  the  National  Institute 
has  been  continuously  directed  towards  finding 
the  one  best  way  to  solve  each  of  the  multi- 
tudinous problems  with  which  they  have  been 
faced  ;  and  we  consider  that  their  selection  in 
order  of  importance  of  the  duties  to  be  under- 
taken and  their  choice  of  the  methods  by 
which  such  duties  can  be  effected,  are  founded 
on  the  soundest  scientific  principles. 

To  examine  the  result  of  the  application  of 
scientific  principles  to  the  problems  tackled  by 
the  National  Institute,  we  need  only  recollect 
the  titles  of  the  different  sections  of  this  series 
of  articles.  The  evolution  of  Braille  and  pro- 
duction of  embossed  literature,  the  perfection 
of  a  complete  system  of  Braille  music  notation, 
the  development  of  massage  as  a  profession 
for  the  educated  blind,  the  initiation  of  an 
entirely  new  system  of  scientific  upbringing 
at  the  Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind  Babies,  the 
establishment  of  a  College  for  blind  girls,  the 
utilisation  of  sound  salesmanship  in  marketing 
the  products  of  the  blind  home  worker — all 
these  activities  owe  their  being  to  the  broad 
application  of  scientific  invention  and  research. 
Similarly,  research  work  has  revealed  the 
necessity  of  studying  the  psychology  of  the 
blind  ;    to  find  out  what  services  the  blind 


have  to  offer  should  precede  the  exploration 
of  new  avenues  of  employment.  In  minor 
matters,  also,  such  as  the  value  of  wireless  to 
the  blind,  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of 
cheaper  and  more  compact  books,  the  search 
for  better  and  more  economical  methods  of 
embossing — in  these,  and  in  many  other 
directions,  the  Institute  is  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  most  recent  general  scientific  develop- 
ments. All  such  matters  come  for  discussion 
before  the  Technical  and  Research  Committee, 
which  includes  representatives  of  the  leading 
scientific  societies  and  learned  bodies. 
10.   The  Provision  of  Apparatus. 

The  provision  of  scientific  and  mechanical 
apparatus,  by  means  of  which  the  handicap  of 
blindness  may  be  minimised  or  overcome,  is 
the  most  obvious  fruit  of  the  application  of 
scientific  methods  towards  the  solution  of  the 
problems  of  the  blind  world.     Accordingly, 
the   Institute   has   always   given   the   strictest 
attention  to  any  possible  mechanical  means  of 
fighting  blindness.     Every  kind  of  apparatus 
is   supplied  to  the  blind  in  all  parts   of  the 
world,  such  apparatus  including  Braille  writers, 
Braille    shorthand    writers,    writing    frames, 
specially  adapted  games,  arithmetic  and  algebra 
frames,  Braille  watches,  geometrical  appliances,, 
pianoforte   tuner's    tools,    shoemaker's   tools, 
foot  rules  and  tape  measures,  galvanometers, 
embossed  globes  and  contour  maps,  models  of 
common  and  architectural  objects,  a  picture 
book  for  the  blind,  etc.    Not  only  is  apparatus 
supplied,  but  repairs  are  made,  while  special 
requirements     receive     individual     attention. 
Briefly,    the   Institute   offers    expert   technical 
assistance  and  advice  to  every  blind  person 
who  may  desire  such  help. 
1 1 .   The  Education  of  the  General  Public. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  barrier  to  the  progress 
of  the  blind,  the  one  which  has  been  the  most 
difficult  to  remove,  has  been  the  general  pre- 
valence of  the  idea  that  the  blind  were  useless 
objects  of  pity.  Until  recent  years  that  idea 
was  so  ingrained  in  the  public  mind  that  the 
most  potent  appeal  for  help  was  considered 
to  be  the  words,  "  Pity  the  poor  blind."  We 
use  the  expression  "  considered  to  be  "  ad- 
visedly, as  we  believe  that  most  money-raisers 
would  endorse  our  opinion  that  while  pity  can 
open  a  purse  it  is  only  sympathy  that  can  keep 
it  open.  And  assuredly  the  "  keeping  open  " 
is  the  money-raiser's  Eldorado  !  The  emotions 
can  be  bludgeoned  into  pity  by  adjectives,  but 
sympathy  is  a  reaction  of  the  intellect  induced 
by  the  calm  consideration  of  a  substantive,  an 
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actuality.  Progress  in  the  blind  community 
has  been  begotten  by  the  interaction  of  the 
actualities  achieved  by  the  blind  with  the 
sympathy  of  the  general  public  extended 
towards  those  achievements.  When  facts  on 
one  side  of  the  account  mean  figures  on  the 
other,  the  high  importance  of  a  true  presen- 
tation of  the  facts  is  obvious,  and  it  is  only  by 
a  continuous  output  of  vivid  and  truthful 
propaganda  that  the  sympathy  of  the  public, 
as  expressed  in  figures,  has  been  sustained  and 
stimulated  by  the  National  Institute.  In  ad- 
dition, the  Institute  has  always  made  a  special 
point  of  educating  the  general  public  as  to  the 
right  attitude  to  be  adopted  towards  the  blind 
in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life.  A  blind  person  is 
not  an  abnormality  to  be  avoided,  a  curiosity 
to  be  analysed  ;  he  or  she  is  a  sane  human 
being  with  one  sense  behind  ours,  but  with  the 
others  probably  well  in  advance.  Their  foot- 
steps may  now  and  then  need  a  kindly  guide, 
but  the  march  of  their  souls  needs  no  other 
guide  but  the  light  of  their  own  faith,  and  no 
other  urge  but  the  glow  of  their  own  courage. 

In  this  brief  resume  of  some  of  the  main 
aspects  of  the  Institute's  national  work,  we 
have  endeavoured  to  translate  into  words  the 
spirit  with  which  it  is  animated.  We  firmly 
believe  that  there  is  not  a  single  activity  of  the 
National  Institute  uninspired  by  the  simple 
object  of  benefiting  the  blind  as  a  whole  ;  and, 
in  pursuance  of  that  object,  the  Institute  has 
shown,  time  and  time  again,  that  it  is  ready  to 
sink  its  own  interests  whenever  the  true 
interests  of  the  blind  community  call  for  such 
self-sacrifice.  It  is  naturally  proud  of  its 
particular  achievements,  but  it  is  much  prouder 
of  the  achievements  of  the  blind  generally.  It 
recognises  that  local  as  well  as  national  work 
is  a  necessity,  and  its  whole  policy  is  governed 
by  the  desire  to  see  local  work  handled  and 
extended  in  so  complete  a  spirit  of  co-operation 
with  national  work  that  when  men  of  the  future 
ask  how  it  was  that  the  emancipation  of  the 
blind  arose  the  answer  may  be  given  :  "  Be- 
cause all  institutions  for  the  blind  worked  in 
unison  and  accord,  and  gave  freely  to  every 
blind  man  and  woman  the  manifold  fruits  of 
their  specialised  labours."  The  Editor. 
■=§<=> 

BRISTOLIAN'S    SUCCESS 

MR.    HAROLD    W.    STEVENS,  son  of 
Mr.  C.  W.  Stevens  of  the  Bristol  Blind 
Asylum,  has  been  successful  in  obtaining  an 


honours  degree  in  mathematics  at  Oxford. 
He  has  held  an  open  Demyship  at  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  for  four  years,  and  previously 
was  a  pupil  at  Bristol  Grammar  School.  In 
September,  Mr.  Stevens  will  take  up  an  ap- 
pointment as  a  mathematical  master  at  Ardingly 
College,  Sussex. 

THREE    PLAYS    BY    A    BLIND 
WRITER 

AN  interesting  performance  of  Mr.  Charles 
Allen's  plays  was  given  by  the  Panton 
Players  at  the  Etlinger  School  in  Paddington 
Street  on  July  20th.  Those  who  are  familiar 
with  Mr.  Allen's  novels,  "  The  Ship  Beauti- 
ful "  and  "  Brown  Smock,"  have  realised  how 
profoundly  this  author  is  gifted  with  the 
power  of  imagination  and  poetic  feeling,  both 
of  which  are  allowed  free  scope  in  the  de- 
lightful fantasies  which  he  has  produced. 

In  "  Will  o'  the  Wisp  "  we  have  the  story 
of  the  witch  who  is  deeply  feared,  but,  when 
uncloaked,  is  found  to  be  neither  old  nor 
terrifying.  "  Uncloak  fear,"  says  the  author, 
"  and  you  find  there  is  no  need  to  fear."  But, 
"  give  me  back  my  broom-stick,"  says  the 
witch  ;  "a  human  being  should  always  have 
something  to  fear."  The  witch's  role  was 
excellently  rendered  by  Miss  Diana  Harding, 
while  the  part  of  the  young  gardener  who 
meets  and  uncloaks  her  was  well  acted  by  Mr. 
Elvin  Collins. 

"  When  Mr.  Punch  was  Young  "  is  a  story 
of  great  charm  and  is  an  excellent  Christmas 
play.  On  the  evening  in  question  it  was 
remarkable  for  the  extraordinarily  clever 
acting  of  a  little  boy,  Brian  Glennie.  The 
incidental  songs  and  attractive  dances  were 
charmingly  rendered  by  the  three  children, 
Brian  Glennie,  Lewis  Shaw  and  Lydia  Crad- 
dock,  all  pupils  of  Miss  Italia  Conti. 

"  The  Four  Foundlings  "  is  of  somewhat 
sombre  metal,  but  from  the  literary  point  of 
view  it  is  in  our  opinion  the  most  important  of 
these  three  plays.  It  traces  four  stages  of  a 
man's  life.  The  boy,  the  youth,  the  elderly 
and  the  old  man  all  appear  before  us,  and  each 
blames  the  other  for  the  mistakes  he  has  made. 
In  the  end  the  mother  appears  and  reminds 
each  in  turn  of  some  good  he  has  done.  "  So 
men  grow  strangers  to  their  own  past  selves." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Allen's  plays  will 
appear  in  book  form,  as  they  should  make 
excellent  reading  for  those  who  enjoy  things 
imaginative  and  fantastical. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  BRAILLE  BOOKS 

ATTENTION  is  called  to  the  new 
edition  of  the  catalogue  of  Braille 
books  published  by  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  In  it  will  be  found  particulars 
of  a  number  of  new  and  interesting  works  in 
all  branches  of  literature ;  and  the  recently- 
revised  prices,  a  notice  of  which  appeared  in 
our  April  issue,  should  bring  the  purchase  of 
books  well  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Under  the  title  Religious  Works,  "  A 
People's  Life  of  Christ,"  by  Paterson-Smyth, 
has  proved  very  popular,  whilst  the  new 
editions  of  the  Gospels  have  satisfied  a  long- 
felt  want.  Recently  published  poetry  includes 
a  pocket  edition  of  Matthew  Arnold's  "  Sohrab 
and  Rustum,"  and  the  latest  Supplementary 
Catalogue  contains  Selections  from  Keats, 
including  masterpieces  such  as  "  Ode  to  a 
Nightingale,"  "  La  Belle  Dame  sans  Merci," 
and  "  The  Eve  of  St.  Agnes."  Under  Fiction 
we  find  several  books  of  adventure  and 
romance,  "  Under  the  Red  Robe  "  and  "  The 
Red  Cockade,"  by  Stanley  Weyman ;  "  The 
House  of  the  Arrow,"  by  A.  E.  W.  Mason ; 
"  Monsieur  de  Rochfort,"  by  de  Vere  Stac- 
poole,  and  "  Rodney  Stone,"  by  Conan 
Doyle;  and  those  who  like  detective  stories 
will  enjoy  the  Braille  editions  of  "  The  Skeleton 
Key,"  by  Bernard  Capes  ;  Eden  Phillpott's 
eerie  story,  "  The  Grey  Room,"  and  that 
old  favourite,  Wilkie  Collins'  "  The  Woman 
in  White."  These  latter  books  are  indicated 
in  the  latest  Supplementary  Catalogue,  besides 
"  Monsieur  Lecoq,"  by  Emile  Goboriau,  the 
originator  of  the  detective  story ;  W.  W. 
Jacob's  inimitable  "  Master  of  Craft "  ;  "  The 
Card,"  by  Arnold  Bennett ;  "  People  of  the 
Mist,"  by  Rider  Haggard;  "The  Nigger  of 
the  Narcissus,"  by  Joseph  Conrad ;  "  The 
Three  Hostages,"  by  John  Buchan,  and  others. 

The  classics,  both  in  fiction  and  belles- 
lettres,  are  well  represented  by  "Pendennis"; 
Burke's  "  Reflections  on  the  French  Revolu- 
tion"; Browne's  "Religio  Medici  and  other 
Writings  "  ;  Froude's  "  Short  Stories  on  Great 
Subjects,"  and  other  works.  Plays  are  repre- 
sented amongst  others  by  John  Drinkwater's 
"Oliver  Cromwell"  and  "Mary  Stuart";  de 
Quincey's  "  Joan  of  Arc,"  and  "  Pelleas  and 
Melisande,"  by  Maurice  Maeterlinck.  (The 
latter  work  is  indicated  in  the  Supplementary 
Catalogue.) 

Particulars  of  the  extensive  output  of  Braille 
music  obtainable  at  the  Institute  are  contained 


in  a  separate  catalogue,  and  apparatus  and 
games  have  also  a  catalogue  of  their  own.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  above-mentioned 
books  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  books 
obtainable  in  Braille,  and  that  history,  science, 
biography  and  educational  works  of  all  de- 
scriptions are  well  represented.  Attention  is 
called  to  the  special  works  contained  in 
the  Students'  Library  and  the  Massage  Library, 
of  which  lists  are  appended  to  the  Catalogue 
of   Braille  books. 


BLIND  RELIEF  IN  BOMBAY 

A  REPORT  of  the  Blind  Relief  Association 
of  Bombay  for  the  year  1924 — the  fifth 
year  of  its  activities — draws  a  moving  picture 
of  the  necessities  of  the  blind  in  that  Province 
and,  inferentially,  of  the  position  obtaining  in 
India  in  general.  The  report  says  that,  accor- 
ding to  the  Census  of  1921,  the  Bombay 
Presidency  then  contained  50,000  totally  blind 
persons  ;  and  adds  that,  out  of  26,700  towns 
and  villages  in  the  Presidency,  25,500  have  a 
population  of  less  than  two  thousand  persons. 
Owing  to  the  tendency  of  Indian  medical  men 
to  collect  in  large  towns  (partly  because  of  the 
amenities  offered  by  large  centres  of  popu- 
lation and  partly  because  practice  in  the 
smaller  towns  is  generally  unremunerative),  the 
medical  profession,  though  overcrowded  in  the 
large  towns,  is  non-existent  in  the  small  towns 
and  villages.  Diseases  of  the  eye  are  specially 
prevalent  in  India,  particularly  among  young 
children,  due  to  the  absence  of  preventive 
work  in  the  matter  of  diseases  such  as  smallpox 
and  ophthalmia  neonatorum  :  and  the  Associa- 
tion, which  supports  a  travelling  dispensary 
that  tours  through  the  villages,  has  a  staff  of 
trained  "field-workers"  whose  special  duties 
are  preventive.  In  the  various  hospitals  and 
dispensaries  supported  by  the  Association,  the 
report  states  that  over  17,000  cases  of  eye 
disease  were  treated,  and  nearly  10,000 
operations  performed  during  1924  :  while  the 
"  field-workers  "  gave  simple  treatment  to 
nearly  50,000  people  in  villages,  and  about 
15,000  babies  were  inspected,  during  the  first 
ten  days  after  birth,  for  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
The  Headquarters  of  the  Blind  Relief  Associa- 
tion are  at  65  Kalbadevi  Road,  Bombay  ;  and 
the  report  appeals,  apparently  with  full 
justification,  for  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the 
work  now  being  carried  on,  and  of  its  much  to 
be  desired  extension. 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

MR.     JOHN     MULHALL 


N  a  delightful  garden  at  Hadley,  in 
which  at  this  season  of  the  year 
thousands  of  roses  blow,  there  is 
an  old  sundial  bearing  a  date  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  motto 
on  the  dial  is  in  old-English 
lettering,  and  runs  as  follows  : — 
"  Ye  Shaddowe  Teecheth." 
A  few  weeks  ago  the  present 
writervisited 
this  lovely 
spot,  and  was  at  once 
struck  by  the  fitness  of 
the  motto  to  the  present 
theme.  "  Ye  shaddowe 
teecheth."  How  many 
how  living  in  a  world 
of  shadows  have  learnt 
by  means  of  an  inner 
life  which  has  become 
rich  in  knowledge  and 
sympathy,  and  have 
been  enabled  to  share 
what  they  have  acquired 
with  those  who,  like 
themselves,  dwell  apart 
from  the  light. 

The  subject  of  to- 
day's story  is  a  true 
example  of  one  who, 
after  a  distinguished 
career  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  was  con- 
demned to  dwell  "  in 
the  shadows,"  but  from 
his  dwelling-place  there 
found  a  life  rich  in 
action  and  service. 

Mr.  John  Mulhall  was  born  near  Boyle, 
County  Roscommon,  and  educated  at  Down- 
side and  at  the  Catholic  University  College, 
Kensington.  When  a  child,  he  had  a  very 
severe  illness  which  for  a  time  left  him  in 
delicate  health.  An  open-air  life  was  pre- 
scribed, and  for  some  time  he  practically  lived 
in  the  saddle,  enjoying  both  riding  and  hunting. 
This  exercise  he  gave  up  after  his  father's 
death,  but  his  interest  in  field  sports  continues 
unabated.  At  school  he  was  an  apt  pupil,  and 
many  trophies  of  his  successes  are  to  be  seen 
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in  the  library  of  his  home  at  Caversham.  At 
Kensington  College  he  did  equally  well. 
Among  his  fellow  students  there,  he  tells  us, 
were  the  late  Wilfred  Ward,  editor  of  the 
Dublin  Review,  Abbot  Butler,  O.S.B.,  J.  Snead 
Cox,  late  editor  of  the  Tablet,  and  others  who 
distinguished  themselves  in  later  life.  After 
studying  at  the  King's  Inn,  Dublin,  where  he 
was  awarded  the  Plunket  gold  medal,  he  was 
called  to  the  Irish  Bar 
with  honours  in  1881. 
A  few  months  later  he 
had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  the  Rt.  Hon. 
David  Plunket,  member 
for  the  University  of 
Dublin  and  afterwards 
Commissioner  of  Works 
in  Lord  Salisbury's 
government,  who  in- 
vited Mr.  Mulhall  to 
join  him  in  London. 
This  he  did,  and  the 
association  thus  estab- 
lished ripened  into  a 
life  -  long  friendship. 
This  introduction  into 
active  political  life  led 
to  his  appointment  as 
Private  Secretary  to  the 
Marquis  of  Waterford, 
K.P.,  and  subsequently 
to  two  Lord-Lieuten- 
ants of  Ireland,  the 
Marquis  of  London- 
derry, K.G.,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Zetland, 
K.T. 
During  the  six  years  of  his  tenure  of  office, 
Mr.  Mulhall  was  brought  intimately  into 
touch  with  the  leading  figures  of  Irish  political 
life.  It  was  a  time  of  difficulty  and  stress,  when 
feeling  ran  high  and  hard  blows  were  given 
and  taken  on  both  sides  ;  but  on  looking  back 
to  this  active  period  of  his  career,  Mr.  Mulhall 
has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  won 
the  confidence  of  many  friends  and  gained  the 
respect  of  his  political  opponents.  It  was 
during  this  period  that  he  obtained  his  first 
experience  in  active  social  work. 
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In  the  autumn  of  1890  a  serious  failure  of 
the  potato  crop  occurred  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
the  districts  affected  comprising  about  one  half 
of  the  area  of  the  country.  The  policy  of  Lord 
Salisbury's  government  had  ever  been  the  in- 
dustrial development  of  the  more  backward 
districts  of  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  means 
adopted  to  this  end  was  the  extension  of  rail- 
way communication.  Large  sums  of  money 
had  been  voted  by  Parliament  before  the 
failure  of  the  potato  crop,  and  when  this 
calamity  happened,  the  work  on  the  new 
railways  was  promptly  put  into  operation. 
Relief  works,  mainly  on  roads,  were  also 
undertaken,  and  thus  remunerative  employ- 
ment was  provided  for  the  unskilled  labourers 
throughout  the  distressed  areas.  Nevertheless, 
there  still  remained  numerous  families  who, 
having  no  able-bodied  members,  could  not 
derive  any  direct  benefit  from  these  public 
works.  To  relieve  these  destitute  families, 
and  to  provide  meals  at  school  for  the  children 
and  clothes  for  those  children  who  were  pre- 
vented by  lack  of  them  from  going  to  school 
at  all,  Lord  Zetland  and  Mr.  Balfour  inaugur- 
ated the  Irish  Distress  Fund,  and  appointed 
Mr.  Mulhall  its  Honorary  Secretary. 

A  prompt  and  generous  response  was  made 
to  their  appeal,  the  total  amount  received  (less 
the  necessary  cost  of  acknowledgment  of  con- 
tributions to  the  Press)  was  £49,067  ;  the  total 
amount  directly  expended  on  relief  of  all  kinds 
was  £44,275 — the  cost  of  administration  being 
£2,077 — leaving  a  balance  of  £2,714  which  was 
subsequently  handed  over  to  the  Irish  Con- 
gested Districts  Board.  The  results  were 
universally  admitted  to  have  been  most 
satisfactory  and  the  administration  of  the  fund 
most  efficient  and  economical. 

On  the  termination  of  his  term  of  office  as 
Private  Secretary  to  the  Viceroy  in  1892,  Mr. 
Mulhall  was  appointed  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Irish  Prisons  Board,  an  office  which  he  held 
with  distinction  for  over  twenty  years.  The 
record  of  the  work  of  our  civil  servants  is  only 
to  be  found  in  the  voluminous  annual  reports 
of  the  various  public  departments,  and,  like 
other  civil  servants,  Mr.  Mulhall  is  unwilling 
to  speak  in  detail  as  to  what  he  has  aided  in 
accomplishing.  "  The  duty  of  heads  of  de- 
partments," he  says,  "  is  to  get  things  done 
with  efficiency  and  economy  and  to  say  nothing 
about  them."  However,  sufficient  records 
exist  in  the  Blue  Books  to  indicate  what  he 
with  his  colleagues  succeeded  in  accomplishing. 
A  considerable  number  of  the  older  prisons 


were  closed  or  reconstructed  on  modern  lines  ; 
cottages  were  built  by  convict  labour  for  the 
prison  officers  whose  position  was  greatly  im- 
proved by  increase  of  pay  and  curtailment  of 
their  long  hours  of  duty.  The  reform  of  the 
prisoners  was  ever  kept  in  view,  and  Prisoners' 
Aid  Societies  established  throughout  the 
country.  Additional  land  for  cultivation  was 
acquired  whenever  this  was  feasible,  and  every 
opportunity  for  employing  prisoners  on  agri- 
cultural work  was  taken,  so  as  to  better  enable 
them  to  till  their  own  farms  on  their  release. 
The  Borstal  system  was  successfully  intro- 
duced into  Ireland,  and  a  State  Reformatory 
for  Criminal  Inebriates  established.  Notwith- 
standing the  large  outlay  which  these  reforms 
entailed,  an  annual  saving  of  close  on  £20,000 
was  effected  in  the  Parliamentary  Vote. 

Besides  his  work  on  the  Irish  Prisons  Board, 
Mr.  Mulhall  was  a  member  of  the  Irish  Textile 
Exhibition  Committee  in  1897  and  of  the  Vice- 
regal Commission  on  Children's  Street  Trading 
1902.  He  was  also  a  member  of  two  Hospital 
Boards,  the  Meath  Hospital  and  County  Dublin 
Infirmary,  and  the  National  Hospital  for 
Consumption. 

In  1894,  he  married  Theresa,  daughter  of 
the  late  Edmund  Dease,  D.L.,  of  Rath  House, 
Queen's  County.  His  wife  comes  of  a  well- 
known  political  family  ;  both  her  father  and 
grandfather  were  members  of  Parliament  for 
their  county,  while  her  great-grandfather, 
Henry  Grattan,  lies  buried  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  Of  his  marriage  Mr.  Mulhall  speaks 
as  "  the  crowning  success  of  my  life." 

At  the  end  of  1908  his  eyesight  became  im- 
paired, and  in  that  year  he  completely  lost  the 
sight  of  one  eye.  Two  years  later  the  other 
eye  became  affected,  and  after  two  more  years 
his  sight  had  become  so  bad  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  public  service.  By 
following  a  strict  regime  for  three  years  he 
strove  to  maintain  the  small  degree  of  sight 
which  remained,  but  between  the  years  191 2 
and  191 6  he  tells  us  that  he  was  convinced  he 
was  "  on  the  shelf."  To  an  active-minded  man 
such  as  he  it  must  have  been  agonising  to 
believe  that  he  was  cut  off  for  ever  from  all 
channels  of  usefulness  and  from  all  artistic 
pleasures.  For  Mr.  Mulhall  was  keenly 
interested  in  every  form  of  art,  and  was  a 
picker-up  of  by  no  means  unconsidered  trifles 
in  the  form  of  beautiful  pictures  and  furniture, 
which  to-day  grace  his  charming  country 
home  in  Oxfordshire. 


THE    BEACON 


Fortunately  at  this  time  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  that  incurable  optimist,  Sir 
Arthur  Pearson,  who  in  his  customary  breezy 
fashion  pooh-poohed  the  idea  that  blindness 
could  create  any  bar  to  social  service.  '  Your 
judgment,"  he  said,  "  is  as  ripe  as  ever,  and 
your  official  experience  will  be  invaluable  to 
you  in  social  work,  of  which  you  can  find 
plenty."  Sir  Arthur  advised  him  to  go  to 
Norwood  for  a  course  of  study  at  the  Royal 
Normal  College.  Mr.  Mulhall  speaks  with 
enthusiasm  of  the  thoroughness  of  the  edu- 
cation given  to  the  blind  in  this  splendid 
institution,  which  enabled  him  to  take  up 
again  the  threads  of  life  which  he  thought  had 
been  cut  for  ever. 

He  was  then  sixty  years  of  age,  had  never 
touched  a  typewriter  in  his  life,  and  was 
suffering  from  writer's  cramp,  contracted 
when  working  at  high  pressure  on  the  Irish 
Distress  Fund.  In  spite  of  these  disadvantages, 
he  soon  became  a  proficient  typist,  and  learnt 
to  read  Braille  satisfactorily. 

Thus  started  what  we  may  term  the  second 
part  of  his  life  of  service.  Henceforth  his 
energies  were  chiefly  devoted  to  the  assistance 
of  those  who  laboured  under  the  same  handi- 
cap— with  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  he  refused  to 
term  it  an  affliction — as  himself.  When  Sir 
Arthur  had  said  that  his  experience  would 
prove  invaluable  to  him  in  his  new  work,  he 
spoke  truly,  and  Mr.  Mulhall's  services  have 
been  sought  in  many  quarters  of  social  use- 
fulness. 

On  returning  to  Ireland  in  1916  he  resumed 
work  in  connection  with  various  hospitals  and 
other  charitable  institutions,  and  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Committee  and  of 
the  Irish  Branch  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Nurses,  acting  as  one  of  the  Hon.  Treasurers 
of  this  body.  In  191 7  was  formed  the  Irish 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  Blind,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Thomas 
Stafford,  Bart.,  C.B.,  Mr.  Mulhall  being  nomi- 
nated his  Deputy  Chairman. 

Thanks  to  the  labours  of  this  Committee,  an 
annual  Parliamentary  grant  of  £12,000  was 
secured  for  the  blind  of  Ireland.  In  1922  he 
accepted  an  unlooked-for  invitation  from  the 
Midland  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind 
to  aid  them  in  organising  a  County  Association 
in  Shropshire.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Association, 
an   active   member   of  the   Midland  Counties 


Association,  and  also  of  the  newly-formed 
Reading  Association.  He  relates  how,  after  a 
visit  to  Italy  in  1924,  he  chanced  to  meet  Sir 
Michael  O'Dwyer  at  luncheon,  and  their  con- 
versation turned  to  the  position  of  the  blind 
and  to  the  work  of  the  National  Institute. 
Hearing  that  Mr.  Mulhall  was  coming  to  live 
near  London,  Sir  Michael  said  :  "  Will  you 
allow  me  to  propose  you  as  a  member  of  the 
Institute's  Council  ?  "  Mr.  Mulhall  acquiesced, 
and  for  the  last  two  years  the  Institute  has 
benefited  by  the  fruits  of  his  experience  as  an 
administrator  and  a  social  worker.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  following  Committees  con- 
nected with  the  Institute  : — Standing  Com- 
mittee, Finance  Committee,  After-Care  Com- 
mittee, Homes  Committee,  Home  Industries 
Committee,  Publications  Committee — in  all  of 
which  he  takes  the  greatest  practical  interest. 

The  key  to  his  success  in  all  his  undertakings 
is  not  far  to  seek.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
words  which  he  addressed  to  the  Oxford 
Society  for  the  Blind  at  Oriel  College  in  May, 
1923 — words  which  have  a  far  wider  applica- 
tion than  to  the  particular  institution  which 
he  was  then  addressing.  Having  urged  the 
necessity  for  fully  enlightening  the  public  as 
to  the  aims  of  the  Society,  and  the  methods 
for  giving  effect  to  their  aims,  Mr.  Mulhall 
continued  : — 

"  But  methods,  however  well  designed,  are 
like  machinery  which  is  only  so  much  dead 
metal  if  it  have  no  adequate  driving  power 
behind  it.  What  then  should  be  the  vivifying 
force  to  animate  our  efforts  ?  Were  we  to 
put  this  question  to  the  several  schools  of 
political  philosophy  which  seek  to  enlighten 
us  in  these  days  of  so  much  doubt  and  scep- 
ticism, we  should  probably  receive  conflicting 
and  perhaps  contradictory  replies.  But  here 
in  this  ancient  seat  of  learning,  '  this  God 
fearing,  God  loving  '  University  of  Oxford, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  our  answer.  We 
have  taken  up  this  work  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  because  it  is  one  that  is  dear  to  Our 
Saviour's  heart,  and  we  seek  to  carry  it  on  in 
the  way  most  pleasing  to  Him.  Thus  animated, 
let  us  work  on — confidently  doing  good  in 
secret,  and  ever  trusting  in  Heaven's  protec- 
tion, praying  and  asking  the  prayers  of  the 
blind  for  its  success  ;  for  we  should  ever  bear 
in  mind  that  however  much  we  plant,  and 
however  well  we  water,  it  is  God  alone  Who 
giveth  the  increase." 

E.  G. 
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MONTREAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

WE  have  received  an  interesting  account 
of  the  Montreal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  which  we  understand  was  broadcast  in 
connection  with  an  entertainment  given  by  the 
Association's  School. 

This  Association  for  the  Blind  was  estab- 
lished in  April,  1908,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  education,  industrial  training  and 
employment  chiefly  for  the  English-speaking 
blind. 

As  80  per  cent,  of  the  blind  lose  their  eye- 
sight after  school  age,  it  was  decided  to  start 
with  industrial  training  for  the  adult  blind  ; 
accordingly,  workshops  were  opened  in  Dec- 
ember, 1908,  on  Notre  Dame  Street,  W., 
where  instruction  was  given  in  broom-making 
to  blind  men.  This  was  the  pioneer  workshop 
for  the  adult  blind  in  Canada.  Through  the 
efforts  of  the  Montreal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  the  Ottawa  Association  for  the  Blind 
was  organised  the  following  year.  Up  to  this 
time  there  were  only  three  special  schools  for 
the  blind  in  Canada,  viz.,  Halifax,  Brantford 
and  the  Nazareth  School  for  the  French  Blind 
in  Montreal.  Realising  the  need  of  a  school 
for  the  English-speaking  blind  of  this  province, 
a  $ioo,ooo-oo  fund  was  started  for  this 
purpose. 

The  first  tag  day  in  Montreal  was  for  the 
erection  of  a  school  for  the  blind,  nearly 
$25,000-00  being  collected.  The  same  year 
a  bazaar  was  held  for  the  same  purpose  in  the 
"  Arena,"  many  of  the  churches  in  Montreal 
taking  part,  about  $i5,ooo#oo  being  realised. 

A  large  block  of  land  was  purchased  on 
Sherbrooke  Street,  Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  in 
191 1,  and  a  modern  up-to-date  fireproof 
school  was  erected ;  the  first  pupils  were  ad- 
mitted in  October,  191 2.  The  pupils  in  the 
school,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  education 
obtained  in  the  public  school,  are  instructed 
in  typewriting,  machine  knitting,  basketry, 
chair-caning,  repairing  and  tuning  of  pianos, 
piano,  organ  and  violin  playing. 

On  account  of  the  accommodation  for  the 
blind  workmen  at  Notre  Dame  Street  being 
too  small,  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Adult 
Blind  was  erected  in  19 14  on  the  school  pro- 
perty, 6870  Sherbrooke  Street,  W.  This 
consisted  of  a  commodious  modern  workshop, 
salesroom  and  also  a  boarding  home. 


The  Institution  has  been  honoured  by  visits 
from  several  Governor-Generals,  including 
Earl  Gray,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and 
Lord  Byng. 

The  trades  taught  in  the  Industrial  Home 
include  broom-making,  mop-making  and 
chair-caning. 

Close  on  70,000  brooms  were  manufactured 
and  sold  last  year,  and  many  hundreds  of 
chairs  were  caned.  The  sum  of  nearly 
$20,000*00  was  paid  to  blind  employees  of  the 
Institution ;  a  supplementary  allowance  of  from 
10  to  20  per  cent,  is  also  made  to  the  workers. 

A  free  dinner  is  daily  provided  for  all  the 
blind  workmen  who  reside  outside  the 
Institution. 

The  Social  Club  of  the  Montreal  Association 
for  the  Blind  holds  monthly  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  entertainment,  mutual 
encouragement  and  help  for  its  blind  members 
and  their  friends. 

An  extension  to  the  Industrial  Home  is  just 
being  completed,  and  this  will  provide  greater 
facilities  in  the  manufacturing  department. 
This  building  has  cost  over  $30,000.00 — a 
sum  which  has  been  realised  through  the 
generosity  of  some  distinguished  citizens. 

The  Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind  has 
been  the  leader  in  : — 

(1)  Introducing  mop-making  as  a  remu- 
nerative occupation  ; 

(2)  Founding  a  pension  for  the  blind  in 
Canada ; 

(3)  Teaching  Braille  shorthand  to  the  blind 
of  Canada ; 

(4)  Obtaining  free  car  rides  in  Montreal  for 
the  blind,  so  that  a  blind  person  and 
guide  can  travel  on  one  ticket. 

HENRY    STAINSBY  MEMORIAL 
FUND 

WE  are  pleased  to  say  that  donations  for 
this  Fund  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby  are  still  coming 
to  hand. 

Readers  will  be  interested  to  hear  that  the 
design  for  the  Memorial  Tablet  which  is  to  be 
erected  in  the  entrance  hall  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  has  now  been  approved, 
and  instructions  have  been  given  for  the  work 
to  be  carried  out.  The  size  of  the  bronze 
tablet  will  be  17  by  25  inches.  The  bronze 
will  be  surrounded  by  a  framing  of  grey 
marble,  which  should  prove  most  effective. 
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COLLEGE    AND    ASSOCIATION    OF   TEACHERS 

OF    THE    BLIND 


N  Saturday,  June  12th,  the  College 
and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the 
Blind  held  a  public  meeting  at  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  to 
hear  an  address  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Earle, 
M.  Ed.,  B.Sc.  (National  Institute 
of  Industrial  Psychology),  on 
"  Some  Aspects  of  the  Application 
of  Psychology  to  the  Problems  of 
the  Blind."  Mr.  J.  M.  Ritchie, 
M.A.,  F.C.T.B.  (Chairman  of  the 
College  and  Association),  occupied  the  chair. 
In  the  course  of  his  opening  remarks  Mr. 
Earle  said  that  he  spoke  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  experimental  psychologist.  With  the 
warning  that  he  could  not  support  his  con- 
clusions by  sufficient  experimental  data  to 
.establish  their  truth,  he  gave  the  results  of 
tests  applied  by  himself  to  children  who  for 
the  most  part  had  had  no  visual  experience  of 
any  value.  He  used  nineteen  tests  common 
to  the  scales  of  both  Haines  and  Drummond, 
with  a  number  of  additional  tests,  some 
specially  devised  or  adapted,  some  from  the 
original  Binet-Simon  scale,  and  some  from 
Dr.  Burt's  scale  of  Reasoning  Tests. 

To  the  question  :  "  Is  the  blind  child 
mentally  inferior  to  the  average  seeing  child  ? 
there  were,"  he  said,  "  several  possible 
answers  : — 

1.  That  he  is  inferior,  and  must  always  be 
inferior,  because  of  his  blindness.  But  if  we 
believe  that  blindness  inevitably  arrests  de- 
velopment, we  are  doing  the  blind  a  grave 
disservice  ;  for  the  chief  result  of  the  adoption 
of  such  a  view  is  to  lower  the  standard  of 
what  we  expect  from  them,  and  this  again 
must  lower  the  standard  of  what  they  achieve. 

2.  That  he  is  not  necessarily  inferior  in 
mental  ability,  though  he  is  generally  inferior 
in  achievement  owing  to  a  combination 
of  circumstances.  With  the  proviso  that 
blindness  itself  accounts  for  some  backward- 
ness, most  teachers  of  the  blind  would  hold 
that  a  great  deal  of  a  child's  backwardness  on 
first  entering  school  is  due  to  conditions  which 
can  be  remedied.  At  any  rate,  a  great  deal  of 
work  which  is  done  for  blind  children  seems 
based  upon  this  principle  at  Sunshine  House.  .  . 

3.  A  third  view  is  that  he  need  not  be  in- 
ferior in  achievement  to  the  average  seeing 


child,  because  he  is  of  equal  mental  capacity 
and  the  handicap  of  blindness  can  be  overcome ; 
but  to  say  this  involves  precise  definition.  Do 
we  mean  mentally  equal  in  all  respects  ?  If 
not  so,  then  in  what  respects  ?  The  view  that 
the  speaker  proposed  was  based  upon  the 
recognition  that  backwardness  was  only  a 
relative  term  We  could  not  positively  assert 
that  the  blind  child  is  incapable  of  the  mental 
achievement  of  the  seeing  child  until  we  had 
legitimate  common  ground  upon  which  this 
comparison  could  be  made.  The  result 
of  applying  mental  tests  was  distinctly  en- 
couraging. Haines,  who  compared  blind 
children  with  seeing  children  on  the  basis  of 
tests  which  could  be  taken  by  both,  stated  that 
'  the  differences  could  not  be  made  the  ground 
for  maintaining  a  general  mental  inferiority  of 
the  blind,  while  the  indication  in  some  tests 
were  towards  superiority.'  "  On  the  whole, 
the  speaker's  own  figures  supported  this 
general  statement  ;  but  he  said  it  was  only 
right  to  say  that  it  should  be  qualified  in 
certain  respects.  No  one  would  seriously 
claim  that  blindness  was  not  a  handicap — it  is 
a  handicap  in  many  ways  ;  is  it  necessarily  a 
handicap  in  mental  development  ?  On  first 
reflection  it  seems  to  be  so.  Sight  contributes 
in  many  ways  to  the  information  which  we 
gain  about  our  environment  ;  when  we  lack 
vision  we  are  cut  off  from  these  sources  of 
information,  and  this  cannot  fail  to  affect  our 
modes  of  learning  and  our  rate  of  progress. 

Some  of  the  results  of  Mr.  Earle's  tests  were 
that  the  blind  child  discriminates  weights, 
length,  size  and  shape  with  satisfactory 
efficiency  ;  that  he  takes  longer  but  often 
makes  less  mistakes  than  does  the  child  who 
uses  vision.  Apart  from  vision,  in  general 
sensory  perception  he  is  fully  equipped.  He 
can  detect  and  locate  movements  relative  to 
himself  with  accuracy,  but  he  cannot  reproduce 
them  with  accuracy — though  this  reproduc- 
tion may  be  improved  by  training.  However, 
as  he  gains  in  skill  in  reproducing  movements, 
he  becomes  more  skilful  in  orienting  himself 
towards  objects  and  people  in  a  room.  The 
lecturer  then  gave  illustrations  of  his  meaning, 
and  went  on  to  say  that  so  long  as  the  problem 
provided  a  point  of  contact  within  the  range 
of  the   blind   child's   experience   it   could   be 
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readily  solved.  When,  however,  it  involved 
so-called  "  reconstructive  imagination "  the 
blind  child's  difficulties  were  increased.  The 
educator's  task  was  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
the  child's  tactual  and  muscular  experience  in 
relation  to  problems  which  were  ordinarily 
solved  by  a  diagram  or  other  useful  aid. 

As  regards  the  use  of  language,  tests  dis- 
closed that  at  the  lower  levels  there  were  no 
differences  between  the  blind  child  and  the 
sighted  child.  At  the  more  abstract  levels, 
there  was,  however,  a  distinct  difference.  As 
long  as  words  had  mainly  concrete  significance 
the  blind  child  did  not  lag  behind ;  but  when 
meanings  had  to  be  abstracted  from  a  number 
of  common  experiences,  and  used  in  new 
circumstances,  the  blind  children  examined 
were  at  a  disadvantage.  They  had  had  less 
variety  of  experience,  and  consequently  their 
concepts  were  of  a  lower  growth.  He  thought 
that  this  could  be  remedied  by  instruction,  but 
probably  only  within  narrow  limits. 

His  general  conclusions  were  that  on  the 
whole,  even  if  we  admit  that  in  certain  kinds 
of  mental  processes  the  blind  child  attains  pro- 
ficiency at  a  slower  rate  than  the  seeing  child, 
we  need  not,  therefore,  regard  him  as  inevitably 
of  inferior  mental  capacity.  Rather  should  we 
make  every  effort  to  facilitate  his  rate  of  pro- 
gress by  making  careful  study  of  his  ways  of 
gaining  and  using  experience. 

"  An  average  blind  child,"  the  lecturer 
defined  as  one  who  has  average  or  normal 
capacities  for  development.  This  could  only 
be  determined  by  tests  specially  prepared  to 
suit  his  experience  and  rate  of  growth.  He 
thought  that  the  methods  by  which  the  blind 
child  gains  experience  were  of  greater  sub- 
sequent effect  than  his  lack  of  vision.  The  age 
at  which  vision  was  lost,  and  the  degree  of 
visual  acuity  still  possessed  by  those  who  were 
not  totally  blind,  required  study  and  considera- 
tion. If  each  group  could  be  taken  separately 
and  taught  by  methods  psychologically  adapted 
to  their  needs,  we  might  more  readily  answer 
questions  of  this  kind.  Until  they  were 
answered,  our  teaching  of  so-called  blind 
children  in  groups  must  of  necessity  be  less 
effective  than  we  would  like  it  to  be. 


IT  has  been  decided  to  reduce  the  price  of 
the  letterpress  edition  of  the  "  1926  Key  to 
Braille  Music  Notation  "  from  5/-  to  2/6  per 
copy.  The  catalogue  number  of  this  work 
is  6673. 


UNIVERSITY   OF   WALES 

WE  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  that 
Mr.  Alfred  J.  Thompson,  a  blind 
musician  and  composer  of  Pontypool,  Mon- 
mouthshire, has  been  successful  in  obtaining 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wales  ;  and  we  heartily  congratulate 
him,  not  only  upon  the  achievement  itself,  but 
also  upon  the  fact  that  he  is  the  first  blind 
musician  to  take  this  degree  in  this  particular 
University. 

The  standard  of  work  required  is  considered 
to  be  quite  as  high  as  at  Durham  or  even 
Oxford,  and  Mr.  Thompson  had  no  exemp- 
tions. The  works  for  analysis  were 
Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony  and  Brahms' 
"  German  Requiem,"  and  Mr.  Thompson's 
"  exercise "  was  written  on  selected  verses 
from  the  145th  Psalm 

The  blind  have  now  obtained  musical 
degrees  (by  examination)  in  four  Universities, 
the  other  three  being  Oxford,  Cambridge  and 
Durham,  and  with  the  high  standard  of 
musical  training  now  prevailing  in  institutions 
for  the  blind,  further  successes  in  the  near 
future  may  be  confidently  anticipated. 

In  acknowledgment  of  the  assistance 
rendered,  Mr.  Thompson  writes  : — 

"  I  am  much  indebted  to  the  N.I.B.  and  the 
National  Library  for  much  valuable  informa- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Spanner  also  deserves 
special  mention,  for  he  wrote  up  some  notes 
on  Brahms'  'Requiem'  which  were  just  what 
I  wanted." 

Mr.  Thompson  also  holds  the  following 
diplomas  :  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.,  F.T.C.L., 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  South  Wales  Section 
of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Musicians,  with 
a  seat  on  the  Council  of  that  Section.  He  is  also 
organist  and  choirmaster  at  St.  Luke's  Parish 
Church,  Pontyewynydd,  Mon. 

<*» 

"HISTORY  OF  THE  EDUCATION 
OF  THE  BLIND" 

A  LIMITED  number  of  copies  of 
"  History  of  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,"  by  W.  H.  Illingworth,  can  be  obtained 
from  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  price  5/-  each, 
plus  postage. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  book  is  in  ink- 
print,  and  that  the  catalogue  number  is  2184. 
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THE   SISTERHOOD    MEETING 

THE  fourth  annual  Sisterhood  Social 
meeting  in  connection  with  the  Greater 
London  Fund  for  the  Blind  attracted  a  large 
number  of  ladies  to  the  Armitage  Hall  on 
June  23rd.  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C., 
C.B.E.,  Chairman  of  the  National  Institute 
and  Vice-President  of  the  Greater  London 
Fund  for  the  Blind,  was  in  the  chair,  and  was 
introduced  to  the  audience  by  Mr.  H.  C. 
Preece,  Joint  Organising  Secretary  of  the 
Fund.  On  the  platform  were  also  Miss  E. 
Edwards,  Sisterhood  Appeal  Organiser,  and 
Mr.  E.  H.Williams,  Joint  Organising  Secretary. 

An  attractive  musical  programme  was  con- 
tributed by  blind  artistes.  The  singers  were 
Miss  Lois  Ellis,  who  sang  Beethoven's 
"  Creation's  Hymn  "  and  "  Where  Pansies 
Grow  "  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Watson,  whose  ren- 
dering of  "  The  Floral  Dance  "  was  greatly 
appreciated,  and  Mr.  W.  Turner  who  received 
warm  applause  for  his  singing  of  "  Bonnie 
Wee  Thing."  Mr.  J.  J.  Delmage  contributed 
a  talk  and  a  recitation,  and  Mr.  Warrilow's 
account  at  the  organ  of  Hollins'  Intermezzo 
in  D  flat,  with  Mr.  Edward  Watson  at  the 
piano,  received  vociferous  applause. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  Captain 
Towse  thanked  the  representatives  of  the 
Sisterhoods  present  for  all  they  had  done  and 
were  doing  for  the  cause.  He  spoke  of  the 
pitiful  condition  of  some  of  the  blind,  and 
said  that  their  endeavour  was  so  to  train  and 
educate  every  trainable  blind  person  in  the 
country,  that,  instead  of  becoming  a  burden 
on  the  rates,  they  should  themselves  become 
ratepayers  and  be  enabled  to  support  their 
wives  and  families.  He  looked  to  their  help 
to  accomplish  this. 

Introducing  Miss  Edith  Edwards,  Sisterhood 
Appeal  Organiser,  Captain  Towse  said  that  he 
would  refrain  from  saying  all  he  would  like  to 
in  order  to  spare  her  blushes.  They  fully  realised, 
as  did  the  Council  of  the  National  Institute, 
how  great  was  the  help  given  by  Miss  Edwards 
in  organising  the  work  carried  out  by  those 
present,  and  he  was  sure  that  they  themselves 
were  as  grateful  to  her  as  was  his  Council. 

Miss  Edwards,  who  was  warmly  welcomed 
on  rising,  said:  "  It  is  both  a  pleasure  and  a 
privilege  to  welcome  to  the  fourth  annual 
Sisterhood  social  gathering  this  afternoon  so 
many  representatives  of  the  Sisterhoods  and 
kindred  societies  of  Greater  London  who  have 
helped  our  funds  so  splendidly.     During  the 


past  four  years  you  have  invited  me  to  visit 
your  Sisterhoods  from  time  to  time  to  tell  you 
of  the  progress  of  the  work  carried  on  by  the 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,  and  this 
I  have  been  glad  to  do.  I  have  come  to  you 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  in  storm  and  sun- 
shine, snow  and  sleet,  yet  whatever  the  weather 
may  have  been  or  your  own  particular  burdens 
and  responsibilities  connected  with  your  indi- 
vidual Sisterhood  work,  there  has  always  been 
extended  to  me  and  to  my  colleagues,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Delmage,  the  friendly  handshake  and 
warm  words  of  welcome  and  of  cheer,  and  for 
all  your  kindness  we  thank  you. 

"  I  am  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  know 
to  what  extent  your  Sisterhoods  have  helped 
us  during  the  past  four  years.  The  contents 
of  the  Sisterhood  boxes  and  the  proceeds  from 
concerts  and  Geranium  Days,  including  this 
year's  collection  so  far  as  the  figures  were  avail- 
able to  date,  was  upwards  of  £1,300. 

"  I  would  like  to  extend  my  own  personal 
and  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  representatives  of 
all  the  Sisterhoods  gathered  here,  not  forget- 
ting those  who  have  sent  letters  of  regret  that 
they  are  unable  to  join  this  happy  gathering 
this  afternoon,  for  the  continued  practical  help 
and  loving  sympathy  shown  in  our  work  con- 
nected with  the  7,500  civilian  blind  of  Greater 
London." 

Later  in  the  afternoon  both  the  Joint 
Secretaries  of  the  Fund,  Mr.  H.  C.  Preece  and 
Mr.  E.  H.  Williams,  addressed  the  gathering. 
Mr.  Williams  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
some  of  the  work  performed  by  blind  people. 
He  introduced  to  them  Miss  Dolly  Westlake, 
a  blind  shorthand-typist,  and  dictated  to  her  a 
letter  which  she  took  down  in  Braille  short- 
hand and  transcribed  on  a  typewriter.  The 
letter  was  subsequently  handed  round  for 
inspection,  and  the  work  was  greatly  admired. 

Mr.  Preece  gave  further  interesting  items  of 
information  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,  and 
amused  the  audience  by  relating  some  of  his 
humorous  adventures  and  anecdotes. 

A  very  happy  afternoon  concluded  with  tea 
in  the  restaurant  of  the  National  Institute 
which  was  greatly  appreciated. 

Mr.  C.  Burney  Catnach  has  just  completed 
40  years'  voluntary  service  for  the  Royal 
Victoria  School  for  the  Blind.  For  25  years 
he  was  Chairman  of  Committee,  an  office  which 
he  has  just  resigned,  while  remaining  a  member. 
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ADDITIONS      TO      STUDENTS'     LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE    FOR  THE   BLIND 

POLITICAL    SCIENCE. 

Author.  Title.  Vols. 

Angell,  N.     Foundation  of  International  Polity         .  .  4 

Barker,  E.     Political  Thought  in  England      .  .           .  .  4 

Bosanquet,  B.     Philosophical  Theory  of  the  State    .  .  5 

Burke,  E.     Reflections  on  the  Revolution  in  France  5 

Cannan,  E.     Anatomy  of  Society          .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Cazamian,  L.     Modern  England            .  .           .  .           .  .  3 

Clarke,  J.  H.     Outlines  of  Central  Government          .  .  2 

Clarke,  J.  H.     Outlines  of  Local  Government             .  .  3 

Cramb,  J.  A.     Origin  and  Destiny  of  Imperial  Britain  3 

Curtis,  L.     Problems  of  the  Commonwealth   .  .           .  .  4 

Dicey.     Law  of  the  Constitution           .  .           .  .           .  .  9 

Fleure.     Treaty  Settlement  of  Europe              .  .           .  .  1 

Gray,  Kirkman.     History  of  English  Philanthropy   .  .  7 

Haynes,  E.  S.  P.     Decline  of  Liberty  in  England      .  .  3 

Hearnshaw,  F.  J.  C.     Democrary  at  the  Cross-ways  9 
Innes,    A.    D.    (ed.    by).     Burke's    Conciliation    with 

America              .  .           .  .           .  .          . .           .  .           .  .  2 

Johnson,  H.       The  Backward  Peoples              .  .           .  .  1 

Lord,  A.  R.     Principles  of  Politics        .  .           .  .           .  .  5 

Marvin,  F.  S.     Progress  and  History    .  .           .  .           .  .  6 

Marvin,  F.  S.     Evolution  of  World-Peace       .  .           .  .  3 

Marvin,  F.  S.     Unity  of  Western  Civilisation              .  .  5 
Mackinder,  H.  J.     Democratic  Ideals  and  Reality  .  .  3 
Mill,  J.  S.     Considerations  on  Representative  Govern- 
ment       .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           ■  .  5 

Payne.     Introduction  and  Notes  to  Burke's  "  French 

Revolution  "      .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .          .  .          .  .  4 

Pollock,  F.     Science  of  Politics              .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Ricardo,    D.     Principles    of    Political    Economy    and 

Taxation             .  .           .  .          .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  6 

Robertson,  J.  M.     Evolution  of  States             .  .  13 

Russell,  B      Roads  to  Freedom             .  .          . .          .  .  3 

Seeley,  J.  R.     Introduction  to  Political  Science         .  .  5 

Snowden,  P.     Labour  and  the  New  World      .  .           .  .  4 

Spencer,  H.     Man  v.  the  State  .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Tawney,  R.  H.     Acquisitive  Society    .  .           .  .           .  .  3 

Yeaxley,  B.  A.     An  Educated  Nation              .  .           .  .  1 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Kermack,  W.  R.     Expansion  of  Britain           .  .           .  .  1 

Hadow,  II.     Citizenship              .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  3 

Mallock,  W.     Critical  Examination  of  Socialism        .  .  4 
The    League    of    Nations    (The    Covenant    and    other 

Pamphlets)         .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  3 

Robertson,  J.  M.     Essays  in  Sociology             .  .           .  .  5 

PSYCHOLOGY. 

Baldwin,  J.  M.     The  Mind         3 

Brady,  M.  K.     Psycho-analysis  and  its  Place  in  Life  3 

Carpenter,  E.     Drama  of  Love  and  Death      .  .           .  .  4 

Crichton-Miller,  H.      New  Psychology  and  the  Teacher  2 

Domville,  B.     Child  Mind           2 

Glover,  W.      Know  your  own  Mind       .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Lee,  Vernon.     The  Beautiful      .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Macdougall,  W.     Introduction  to  Social  Psychology  7 

Maher,  M.     Psychology  .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  13 

Mansell,  H.  L.     Metaphysics      .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  5 

Mercier,  C.      Human  Temperaments     . .           .  .           .  .  1 

Mercier,  C.     Psychology  Normal  and  Morbid              .  .  11 

Mercier,  C.     Crime  and  Insanity            .  .           .  .           .  .  2 

Myers,  F.  W.  H.     Human  Personality             .  .           .  .  12 

Trotter,  W.     Herd  Instinct 4 

Troward,  T.     Edinburgh  Lectures  on  Mental  Science  2 

Tansley,  A.  G.     New  Psychology          .  .          . .          .  .  4 


SCIENCE. 
Baker.     Elementary  Geometry 
Berry,  A.  J.     The  Atmosphere 
Bowley,  A.  L.     Elementary  Manual  of  Statistics 
Clodd,  E.     Pioneers  of  Evolution 
Dingle,  H.     Relativity  for  All   .  . 
Durrell.      Modern  Geometry 
Eggar.     Mechanics 

Fortescue,  C.  L.     Wireless  Telegraphy 
Fry,  G.  C.     Text-Book  of  Geography 
Glazebrook,  R.      Heat 
Gadow.     Wanderings  of  Animals 
Gill.     Oxford  and  Cambridge  Geography 
Godfrey  and  Bell.     Winchester  Arithmetic     .  . 
Greaves.     Hydrostatics 
Hall  and  Stevens.     Euclid's  Elements 
Harper  and  Ferguson.     Aerial  Locomotion     .  . 
Huxley,  J.  S.     Individual  in  the  Animal  Kingdom    . 
Lankester,  E.  Ray.     More  Science  from  an  Easy  Chai 
Loney.     Co-ordinate  Geometry,  chaps.  15-17 
McCabe,  J.     Evolution  of  Civilization 
McCabe,  J.     Principles  of  Evolution 
Oliver,  F.  W.     Elementary  Botany 
Omerod,  E.  A.     Injurious  Insects 
Ramsay.     Modern  Chemistry  (Theoretical) 
Smith,  C.     Conic  Sections 
Sturrock,  W.  D.     First  Principles  of  Hygiene 

Tyndall,  J.     On  Light 

Walker,  J.      Inorganic  Chemistry 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Smith.      Solid  Geometry 

Loney,  S.  L.     Statics 

Bergson,  H.     Creative  Evolution 


EXHIBITION   AT   BUSH    HOUSE 

AN  exhibition  of  a  particularly  interesting 
nature  has  just  been  held  at  Bush  House, 
Strand,  under  the  auspices  of  the  London 
Association  for  the  Blind.  Here  were  to  be 
seen  knitted  and  woven  goods  made  by  blind 
girls — useful  costumes,  artistic  jumpers,  dainty 
woven  dresses  worthy  of  any  first-class  West 
End  establishment.  The  basket  section  con- 
tained beautiful  specimens  of  work.  There 
were  work  baskets,  shopping  and  cycle 
baskets,  linen  baskets,  waste-paper  baskets, 
log  baskets,  layette  baskets,  cutlery  baskets, 
tea  trays,  and  other  useful  ware,  of  which 
many  of  the  shapes  were  of  entirely  new  and 
original  design. 

A  delightful  corner  was  provided  by  the 
gardening  section,  in  which  artificial  roses 
climbed  the  basket  walls,  and  cosy  basket 
chairs  invited  the  weary  to  rest.  There  were 
flower  tubs  also  made  of  basketry,  and  a 
delightful  collapsible  summer  house  formed  an 
item  of  particular  interest. 

An  entirely  new  line  of  work  for  the  blind 
was  on  view  in  the  form  of  attractively- 
coloured  knitting  needles  and  stair  rods. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR   THE    BLIND 

RUSH  WORK— I 


AND  WORK  is  more  truly  creative 
and  therefore  more  interesting  if 
natural  materials  are  used  in  pre- 
ference to  artificial,  and  the  finished 
work  made  by  hand  from  nature's 
own  materials  possesses  a  charm 
which  is  absent  from  many  machine- 
made  articles,  however  necessary 
and  desirable  the  latter  may  be  for 
other  reasons.  Indeed,  what  may 
almost  be  described  as  a  revolt 
against  the  omnipotence  of  the  machine  is 
evident  among  certain  sections  of  cultured 
people  to-day,  and  the  spirit  of  craftsmanship 
— which  involves  something  more  than  the 
mere  making 
of  things  by 
hand  in  imi- 
tation of  the 
ma  chin  e — 
seems  to  be 
reasserting 
itself.  If  this 
be  so,  it  au- 
gurs well  for 
the  future  of 
the  sightless 
craftsman 
s  tr  uggling 
now  against 
the  relentless 
competition 
of  the  ma- 
chi  ne,  and 

having  also  to  compete  with  the  highly- 
organised  continental  industries  which  flood 
this  country  with  flimsy  (but  cheap  and  showy) 
hand-made  articles.  At  least  it  may  be  said 
that  a  definite  (if  limited)  demand  exists  for 
articles  which  express  the  true  spirit  of 
craftsmanship — articles  well  and  truly  made, 
giving  evidence  of  thought,  care,  and  skill, 
not  gaudy  nor  overloaded  with  unnecessary 
trappings,  but  simple,  straight-forward  and 
honest,  such  as  can  be  produced  by  the  blind 
worker  who  is  willing  to  make  his  work 
conform  to  the  necessary  sighted  standards 
in  such  matters  as  design  and  colouring. 

Rush  is  an  example  of  a  pleasing  natural 
material  which,  apart  from  its  use  for  the 
seating  of  chairs,  has  possibilities  for  the  home- 
worker  which  it  is  thought  have  not  heretofore 


been  fully  explored;  and  the  suggestions  put 
forward  in  this  and  a  later  article — some  of 
which  have  been  successfully  put  into  practice 
— may  help  to  extend  the  all  too  limited  scope 
of  the  sightless  craftsman  or  craftswoman. 
One  of  the  least  difficult,  although  not  one  of 
the  most  profitable,  forms  of  rush  work  is  the 
making  of  plaited  rush  floor  mats  dealt  with 
in  this  article.  Further  information  on  this 
branch  of  the  work  can  be  obtained  from  the 
leaflets  "  Rush  Work,"  and  "  How  to  make 
Plaited  Rush  Mats,"  published  by  the  Rural 
Industries  Bureau  and  the  Dryad  Handicrafts 
respectively.  The  present  writer  acknowledges 
the  help  received  from  both  sources. 

The  mater- 
ial used  is  the 


green 

either 


Rush  Mats- — Round,  Oblong,   Square,  and  Oval. 


large 
rush, 
English  o  r 
imported,  the 
single  rushes 
being  formed 
first  into  a 
three  -  way 
plait.  The 
plaiting  is  a 
simple  oper- 
ation and  can 
be  done  by 
the  worker, 
or  the  ready 


made  plait 
can  be 
bought  from  merchants  either  in  the  natural 
state  or  dyed  in  various  colours.  For  floor 
mats  the  largest  sized  plait  is  used.  The  mats 
are  formed  by  coiling  the  plait  round  and 
round  and  stitching  the  coils  together  as  the 
work  proceeds,  using  strong  thin  twine  and  a 
small  bent  packing  needle.  Before  use,  the 
plait  is  immersed  in  water  for  a  few  minutes 
and  then  left  under  a  cloth  for  an  hour  or  more 
to  mellow. 

Square  and  oblong  mats  are  made  on  a 
special  board  or  work-bench  which  has  holes 
drilled  as  follows  :  For  square  mats  a  hole  at 
each  corner  of  a  9  in.  square  situated  in  centre 
of  board  and  a  line  of  holes  about  1^  in.  apart 
running  diagonally  from  each  of  the  first  four 
holes  ;  for  oblong  mats  diagonal  lines  of 
holes  as  before,  but  starting  from  a  longer  and 
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narrower  centre.  A  wooden  pin  or  steel 
bodkin  is  inserted  in  a  hole  as  the  work  reaches 
it,  and  the  plait  is  taken  round  the  outside  of  the 
pin  or  bodkin  to  ensure  a  square  corner.  No 
special  equipment  is  required  for  the  making 
of  round  or  oval  mats,  but  in  all  cases  the  work 
should  be  done  on  a  flat  surface. 

A  Plain  Round  Mat. — First  bind  the  end 
of  the  plait  to  prevent  it  coming  undone, 
thread  the  needle,  and  proceed  to  coil  the  plait 
as  closely  as  possible  till  three  rounds  are 
formed.  Pass  the  needle  through  centre  of 
plait  from  the  outside  so  that  its  point  comes 
out  on  the  upper  side  of  the  work  in  the  centre. 
Draw  the  twine  through,  leaving  its  end  pro- 
truding, and  pass  needle  back  from  centre 
to  outside  so  that  it  emerges  about  half  an  inch 
from  the  first  stitch.  Tie  the  loose  end  and 
proceed  with  the  stitching,  working  from 
right  to  left  and  having  the  unused  plait  to  the 
left.  When  a  round  of  stitching  has  been 
completed,  a  second  plait  is  attached  to  the 
outside  of  the  work  and  the  two  worked  as 
one,  being  stitched  to  the  outside  plait  of  the 
previous  round.  When  the  mat  is  of  the  re- 
quired diameter,  the  inner  plait  is  cut  off  and 
fastened  securely.  The  remaining  plait  is  stitch- 
ed round  to  opposite  side  and  fastened  off  there. 

A  Plain  Oval  Mat. — This  is  begun  by 
turning  the  plait  back  on  itself  at  a  certain 
distance  from  end  and  stitching  the  two  plaits 
together,  the  length  of  the  centre  determining 
the  relative  proportions  of  length  and  width 
in  the  finished  mat.  A  second  length  of  plait 
is  introduced  and  the  work  continued  exactly 
as  for  a  round  mat. 

An  Oval  Mat  with  Scroll  Centre. — 
Scrolls  may  be  used  to  form  the  centre  of  an 
oval  or  oblong  mat,  or  a  band  of  them  may  be 
introduced  in  a  mat  of  any  shape  at  any  point 
after  the  centre  of  the  mat  has  been  formed.  The 
scrolls  are  made  in  pairs,  the  halves  of  which 
have  the  same  relationship  to  each  other  as  the 
halves  of  the  letter  S.  To  make  a  pair  of 
scrolls  cut  off  52  ins.  of  plait,  bind  both  ends, 
and  mark  the  centre  of  the  length  with  a  piece 
of  twine.  Begin  with  one  end  in  the  same  way 
as  for  a  round  mat,  and  proceed  till  the  marked 
centre  is  reached.  Fasten  off  the  twine  there 
and  coil  the  other  end  in  the  opposite  direction 
till  it  is  close  up  to  the  first  half.  Three  pairs 
of  these  scrolls  placed  end  to  end  would  make 
a  suitable  centre  for  an  oval  mat.  They  are 
first  nailed  to  a  board  in  a  straight  line  to  keep 
them  in  position  till  a  few  rounds  have  been 
worked. 


A  Square  Mat. — This  is  begun  with  a 
circular  centre  9  ins.  in  diameter  which  is  nailed 
to  the  special  board  in  the  9  in.  square.  The 
square  shape  is  obtained  by  passing  the  next 
coil  round  the  bodkin  inserted  for  the  purpose 
in  each  successive  corner. 

An  Oblong  Mat. — This  may  be  begun  in 
the  same  way  as  the  oval  mat,  and  after  the 
centre  has  been  nailed  to  the  special  board  the 
coils  pass  round  the  bodkin  at  each  corner.  A 
zig-zag  centre  is  formed  by  passing  two  or 
three  plaits  worked  as  one  backwards  and 
forwards  round  two  rows  of  nails  driven  into 
a  board. 

The  worker  seriously  contemplating  the 
taking  up  of  this  work  should  secure  a  few 
mats  of  various  shapes  and  designs,  an  examin- 
ation of  which  will  make  quite  clear  any 
doubtful  points. 

A.  G.  K. 


GUILD    OF    BLIND    GARDENERS 

THE  Guild  of  Blind  Gardeners  held  their 
annual  exhibit  of  flowers  and  vegetables 
at  the  National  Rose  Society's  Show  in  the 
Botanical  Gardens,  Regent's  Park,  on  the 
2nd  and  3rd  July. 

A  tent  was  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Guild  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 
the  exhibits  shown  by  registered  members  of 
the  Guild  and  pupils  of  schools  under  in- 
struction. 

The  challenge  cup  and  medal  awarded  by 
St.  Dunstan's  was  won  by  Mr.  Carpenter,  an 
ex-sailor  of  King's  Langley  (for  the  second 
year  in  succession)  for  the  best  all-round 
exhibit,  and  the  medal  presented  by  Gardening 
Illustrated  was  won  by  the  London  Home  and 
School  for  Blind  Children,  Clapton.  H.M. 
the  Queen  personally  visited  the  exhibit,  and 
appeared  greatly  interested  in  all  she  saw. 

MASSAGE  EXAMINATION 

IN  the  recent  Massage  Examination  four 
blind  students  from  the  National  Institute's 
Massage  School  presented  themselves,  and 
successfully  qualified.  This  examination  is 
held  in  open  competition  with  sighted  candi- 
dates. One  of  the  students  in  question  held  a 
Gardner  Scholarship.  Three  of  the  blind 
candidates  also  passed  in  Remedial  Exercises. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR   THE   BLIND 


ER  Majesty  the  Queen  graciously 
accepted  a  bouquet  of  geraniums 
on  the  evening  of  "  Geranium 
Day,"  at  the  Royal  Opera  House, 
from  the  hands  of  Miss  Bella 
Modiano  (the  blind  soprano).  She 
was  introduced  into  Her  Majesty's 
presence  by  Mrs.  Towse,  who 
received  Her  Majesty's  contribution 
to  the  "  Geranium  Day  "  Fund. 
This  was  the  outstanding  event 
of  the  month  of  June,  which  was  devoted  to  the 
postponed  "  Geranium  Day,"  finally  fixed  to 
take  place  on  June  8th  and  12th,  leaving  a  few 
districts  until  the  first  week  of  July.  The  weather 
proved  unkind  on  all  three  dates,  and  added 
to  the  already  heavy  handicap  of  sellers  lost 
through  the 
po  s  t  p  one- 
ment,  tight- 
n  e  s  s  of 
money  and 
scarcity  o  f 
travellers  on 
pleasure 
bent.  Contri- 
butions from 
the  various 
districts  have 
gra  dually 
brought  the 
total  to  over 
£8,000— 

a  disappointment  after  last  year's  figures,  but 
more  satisfactory  than  had  been  anticipated 
from  a  collection  re-organised  at  little  more  than 
a  week's  notice  after  a  double  change  of  date. 
Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
cheered  the  Central  London  Depot  Holders 
by  a  visit  during  the  day.  These  ladies  in- 
cluded   Mrs.    Towse,    Mrs.    Burnside,    Mrs. 


BLIND    BOY    MUSICIAN 

WALES  acclaims  a  new  musical  genius  in 
a  blind  boy  pianist  and  composer.  He 
performs,  says  the  Glasgow  livening  News,  re- 
markable feats  of  memory  and  has  composed 
works  of  rare  merit,  although  untrained  in  the 
ordinary  acceptance  of  the  term. 

Alec  Templeton,  the  16-year-old  son  of  a 
farmer  at  St.  Fagans,  near  Cardiff,  need  only 
listen  to  another  pianist,  hear  any  music  at  a 


Chiswick  "  Helpers   of  the   Blind 


Crabbe,  Mrs.  Francis  Goldsmith  (with  Colonel 
Saunders),  Mrs.  Stuart  Bennett  (Westminster), 
Lady  O'Dwyer,  D.B.E.,  Mrs.  Wagg,  Mrs. 
Kitchin,  Mrs.  West-Russell,  Mrs.  Finlay,  Mrs. 
Richard  Steed  (Marylebone),  the  Mayoress  of 
Kensington,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Daniel  Oliphant 
Fell,  Lady  Rice-Oxley,  Mrs.  Mackenzie- 
Richards  (Kensington),  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
Lady  (Capel)  Wolseley,  Mrs.  Alington,  Mrs. 
Kenyon  (Paddington),  the  Mayoresses  of 
Finsbury,  Greenwich  and  Bermondsey.  The 
Mayoresses  and  influential  ladies  in  many 
other  boroughs  also  gave  substantial  help,  in 
addition  to  the  valiant  band  of  sellers  who 
worked  hard  and  long  to  ensure  a  successful 
collection. 

Not     least      among     these     helpers      were 

the  Sisters, 
whose  annual 
visit  to  the 
Institute  i  s 
reported  i  n 
another  col- 
umn. 

Very  val- 
uable also 
were  the  cars 
lent  by  Miss 
McConnell, 
Miss  Mary 
Henniker- 
Heaton  and 
Miss  Robin- 
son, who  sent  chauffeurs  or  acted  themselves 
as  drivers  for  two  days. 

Blind  artistes  provided  the  programme  at 
the  second  annual  "  Geranium  Day  "  concert 
in  the  Parish  Hall,  Farnborough  ;  and  the 
quartette  sang  at  Romano's  Restaurant,  where 
they  were  warmly  welcomed. 

cinema  or  over  the  wireless,  to  be  able  to 
repeat  it  with  remarkable  faithfulness. 

The  gramophone  is  one  of  his  sources  of 
learning,  and  he  recently  demonstrated  his 
wonderful  aptitude  by  reproducing  a  Bach 
fugue  after  hearing  it  only  once. 

It  is  stated  that  he  can  play  almost  any  com- 
position after  a  single  hearing.  He  composes 
as  he  lies  in  his  bed  early  in  the  morning,  and 
his  work  is  as  poetic  and  fanciful  as  that  of 
Herbert  Howells. 
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GLASGOW    ROYAL    ASYLUM 

TWO  new  departments  have  been  insti- 
tuted at  the  Royal  Glasgow  Asylum  for 
the  Blind.  These  are  boot  repairing  and  fancy 
basket  making,  and  although  only  in  existence 
for  a  brief  time,  rapid  progress  has  been  made 
in  each  of  these  departments  with  the  training 
of  blind  persons  in  such  useful  work.  Samples 
of  the  handiwork  submitted  to  them  received 
the  commendation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  the  South-West  of  Scotland  on  the 
administration  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920, 
which  met  in  the  City  Chambers,  Glasgow. 
Councillor  Dollan,  Glasgow,  presided. 

The  Executive  Committee  adjusted  the 
details  of  a  scheme  of  training  for  blind  ap- 
prentices, which  they  resolved  to  adopt  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  Asylum. 
They  also  had  before  them  an  exhaustive 
report  on  blindness  in  Glasgow,  being  the 
result  of  an  inquiry  into  the  cases  of  loss  of 
vision  among  the  adult  blind,  as  well  as  a 
report  on  the  social  and  economic  conditions 
of  blind  persons. 
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AN 
APPEAL  TO  THE  THOUGHTLESS 

WE   are    in    entire   accordance   with   the 
gentleman  who  recently  wrote  to  the 
Birmingham  Daily  Mail  as  follows  : — 

Sir, — I  am  appealing  to  the  many 
thoughtless  people  who  make  audible 
comments  upon  blind  persons.  I  do  not 
think  for  a  moment  that  their  remarks 
(such  as  "  Oh,  she's  blind  !  Oh,  what  a 
pity  !  "  etc.,  etc.)  are  meant  other  than  in 
heartfelt  sympathy.  But  do  they  know 
they  hurt  the  person  most  cruelly  ? 

What  has  prompted  me  to  write  is  this  : 
My  daughter,  who  travels  night  and 
morning  to  work  at  Harborne,  came  home 
to-night  heartbroken,  owing  to  young 
girls  expressing  loudly  what  she  knows ; 
and  as  she  says,  "  Life  is  not  worth  living." 
It  is  sad  enough  for  us,  her  parents,  who 
at  all  times  treat  her  as  a  sighted  girl ;  and 
when  idle  remarks  are  made,  it  becomes 
almost  unbearable. 

Let  me  appeal  in  all  sincerity  to  beg  the 
public  and  thoughtless  to  abstain. — 
Yours,  etc. 
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LIST    OF    ADDITIONS,    JULY,    1926 

FICTION. 


Bennett,  A.     The  Glimpse 

4  vols 

Bindloss,  H.     The  Mistress  of  Bonaventure 

6  vols 

*Dowdall,  The  Hon.  Mrs.     Joking  Apart 

.  .      2  vols 

Forster,  E.  M.     Passage  to  India 

5  vols 

Harraden,  B.     Spring  Shall  Plant 

3  vols 

Hartley,  E.     The  Willoughby  Boys 

.  .      2  vols 

Locke,  W.  J.     The  Great  Pandolfo       .  . 

5  vols 

Ruck,  B.     The  Wrong  Mr.  Right 

3  vols 

Sabatini,  R.     The  Banner  of  the  Bull 

4  vols 

Tchekov,  A.     Cook's  Wedding  and  other  Stc 

ries  3  vols 

Webster,  J.     Dear  Enemy 

4  vols 

GRADE   I. 

Lofting,  H.     Porridge  Poetry 

.  .      1  vol. 

Lofting,  H.     Story  of  Dr.  Dolittle 

.  .      2  vols 

Quiller-Couch,  M.     Pair  of  Red  Polls   .  .  .  .      3  vols. 

Timpson,      L.      Humpty-Dumpty      and      the 

Princess  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      3  vols. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bainbridge,  H.  S.     For  Soul  and  Body  .  .      1  vol. 

Chronicles  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  with  Intro- 
duction by  J.  Masefield  .  .  .  .  .  .      7  vols. 

Gibson,  C.  R.     Wireless  .  .  . .  .  .      1  vol. 

Grant,  A.  J.  Outlines  of  European  History, 
from  Early  Greece  to  1918  ("  E.  W.  Austin 
Memorial  Fund  ")         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      8  vols. 

Grove,  D.   E.     Mystery-teaching  of  the  Bible      2  vols. 

Hendrick,   B.  J.     Life  and  Letters  of  Walter 

Page,  vol.  3        .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .      7  vols. 

•Homer  (translated  by  J.  W.  Mackail).    Odyssey      4  vols. 

Kanamori's  Life  Story,  told  by  himself  . .      1  vol. 

Livingstone,     R.     W.     (Editor).     Pageant     of 

Greece  ("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")  9  vols. 

Livingstone,  R.  W.  (Editor).     Legacy  of  Greece 

("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ")  .  .  . .      7  vols. 

MacCunn,  F.  A.     Mary  Stuart  ("  E.  W.  Austin 

Memorial  Fund  ")         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      5  vols. 

Nicholl,  J.     Byron  .  .  . .  . .  .  .      3  vols. 

Walpole,  Bishop  G.  H.  B.     Waiting     . .  . .      2  vols. 

Young,  Norwood.     Life  of  Frederick  the  Great 

("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ").  . .  . .      8  vols. 

*Presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


COUNTY    COUNCIL    OF   THE   WEST   RIDING   OF 
YORKSHIRE. 
EDUCATION   DEPARTMENT. 

Wanted,  a  sighted  Woman  Teacher  and  Visitor  for  the 

Blind   in    the    Selby,    Goole    and   Thorne    areas    of   the 

County  Council.     Salary,  £156  per  annum. 
Applicants  must  not  be  under  25  nor  over  40  years  of  age, 

and  preference  will  be  given  to  those  who  have  passed 

the   Home  Teachers'   Examination   of  the   College   and 

Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 
The  appointment  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 

Ministry  of  Health. 
Forms  of  application  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 

the  undersigned. 

W.    H.    BROWN,    M.A., 
County  Hall,  Wakefield. 
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Progress. — 300  years  of  New  York — The  Bicentenary  of 
John  Wesley — Behind  the  Dragon — How  Bees  "  Talk  " — 
Correspondence — Matters  of  the  Moment — Our  Prize 
Competitions — Advertisements — Obituary  :  Rev.  St. 
Clare  Hill — Mr.  Illingworth's  Retirement — The  Tragic 
Comedian — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question  Box — 
French  Page — The  Will  and  the  Way  (concluded) — 
Freddy's  Ship.  Supplements  :  "  Progress  "  Chess  ; 
Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  :  Rug-Making,  A  Cot 
Blanket  ;  Announcements.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — The  General  Strike  in  History — The 
Selection  of  Books — Alexandre  Dumas — The  Calliope  at 
Samoa — Sven  Hedin.  Supplements  :  Announcements. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Handwork,  No.  4 — 
Catching  a  Crocodile — The  Roads  of  Old  England — 
Birds  Plant  Trees — From  a  Yorkshire  Quarry  to  a  Chair 
at  Oxford — Told  in  Playtime — Prize  Competitions — 
The  History  of  a  Daily  Friend.  Supplements:  Comrades; 
Announcements  ;  Map  of  the  Basin  of  the  Thames. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  3s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

Massage  Journal, — The  Treatment  of  Club-Foot  in  the 
Newly  Born — Obesity — Official  Notices — News  in  the 
Massage  World — Douche-Massage  Treatment  for  Ar- 
thritis— The  Manufacture  of  Cripples.  Supplements  : 
"  Massage  Journal  "  Inset  ;  Rheumatic  Affections  : 
Some  Observations  on  their  Treatment  ;  How  to  Sleep  ; 
A  Note  on  Gait  ;  Official  Notices  ;  Announcements. 
(6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Studies  in  Pianoforte  Interpretation — 
Rich  Tones — Tuners'  Column — Bach  for  Brass  Band — 
Notes  and  News  Concerning  the  Blind — The  N.I.B. 
Organ  Music  Catalogue.  Supplements  :  Braille  Music 
Reviews;  Announcements.  Insets:  Organ:  "  Cilurnum," 
No.  2  of  "  Scenes  in  Northumberland,"  by  F.  H.  Wood  ; 
Song  :  "  Vagabond,"  by  J.  Ireland.  (Subscription  : 
Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


The  Seeker.— Editorial — The  Seven  Words  from  the  Cross, 
by  the  Editor — The  Mystery-Teaching  of  the  Bible  : — V., 
The  Meaning  of  Names,  by  Daisy  E.  Grove — Hindoo 
Religion  : — V.,  The  Vedanta,  by  W.  Loftus  Hare — The 
Dramatic  History  of  the  Christian  Faith  :  IV.,  Christ  or 
Emperor,  The  Age  of  Martyrdom,  by  J.  J.  Van  Der 
Leuw — There  is  no  Death,  by  the  Ven.  Basil  Wilberforce, 
D.D  — The  Perfection  of  Beauty,  by  K.  S. — Love  of  God 
and  Islam,  by  Zubaida  Khatun,  B.A. — Teach  me  to 
Love  (Poem). 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National  Union  of 
the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland).— Editorial  Notes — Is  Great  Britain  a  Back 
Number  ?— The  Prevention  of  Blindness — The  Centre 
of  Gravity — Advertisements  and  General  Notices — 
Who  shall  Spend  ?  Supplements  :  Literary  :  "  The 
Poet's  Corner  "  ;  "  Favourite  Quotations  "  ;  "  Vol- 
taire "  ;  "  Swinburne,  Poet  and  Man."  Announce- 
ments. Music  :  "  The  Master  of  Oratorio,"  by  R.  D.  S. 
Macmillan  ;  "  The  Birth  of  Morn  "  (Song),  by  Leoni. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — Curing  with  Dust — 40  Letters  Instead  of 
14,000— Marvels  of  an  Ant  City — Pictures  over  the 
Sea— My  Black  Chef — Wrychester  Paradise  (chapters 
XIX-XX),  by  J.  S.  Fletcher— Thought  for  the  Month— 
When  Sweepstakes  were  Legal — The  Blue  Tit's  Family 
—Good  Night,  London— The  Ashes,  What  and  Where 
are  They  ? — May  Ascends  Works  Chimney.  (Is.  8d.  per 
month,  post  free.) 

Braille     Mail.     Issued    every     Friday     in  interpointed 

Braille.     It  is  a  weekly   newspaper   giving  the  news   of 

the   world     and     keeping      the      blind     in  touch    with 

affairs  in  general.      (Subscription  :    6s.    6d.  per   annum, 
post  free,  inland  and  abroad.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.   6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.   6d.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in  Moon 
type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news  of  the 
world.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


Moon    Magazine. — The     Fear — Love     at  the    Fair — How 

Old  is  London  ? — The  Scapegoat — One  Hundred  Years 

of  Buses.     (Subscription  :     Inland   and  abroad,   8s.   8d. 
per  annum,  post  free.) 


"  SUNSHINE   HOUSE,"    OXFORD   ROAD,    BIRKDALE, 
LANCS. 

Kindergarten  Teacher  required.  Froebel  and/or  Montessori 
qualifications.  Nursery  school  experience.  Music, 
especially  aural  training  methods.  Teacher  appointed 
will  be  required  to  take  up  duty  on  1st  September,  1926. 

Apply  with  references,  stating  salary  required  (non- 
resident), National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224 
Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.l. 


HOME   TEACHERS   OF   THE   BLIND. 

The  Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind  for  Glasgow  and  the 
West  of  Scotland  require  the  services  of  Two  Home 
Teachers.  Applicants  should  state  age,  experience  (if 
any),  if  blind,  partially  or  wholly  sighted,  and  whether 
the  Diploma  of  the  College  and  Association  of  Teachers 
of  the  Blind  has  been  secured.  Applications  with 
(copies  only)  testimonials  should  be  lodged  with  The 
Superintendent,  201  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow,  not 
later  than  Wednesday,  25th  August,  1926. 

WILLIAM    W.    NESS, 

Superintendent.   , 


■    .   ■  . 


1926 

ELOCUTION    COMPETITION 

IN   AID   OF 

"SUNSHINE''   HOMES  FOR  BLIND  BABIES 

Conducted  by  the  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  224/8  Gt.  Portland  St.,  W.l 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,   1920) 


CLASS  "  A."     (Boys  and  Girls  under  9  years  at  date  of  entry.) 
Preliminary — "  The  Brown  Pup,"  by  E.  Rendall. 

(Pertwee's  Miscellany  of  Current  Verse — Routledge.) 
Final — "  London  Fairies,"  by  Phyllis  M.  James. 

(Pertwee's  Miscellany  of  Current  Verse — Routledge.) 

CLASS  "  B."     (Boys  and  Girls  from  9  to  14  years.) 

Preliminary — "  The  King's  Picture,"  by  Helen  Bostwick. 

(Pertwee's  20th  Century  Reciter's  Treasury — Routledge.) 
Final — "  Old  Grey  Squirrel,"  by  Alfred  Noyes. 

(Pertwee's  20th  Century  Reciter's  Treasury — Routledge.) 

CLASS  "  C."     (Boys  and  Girls  from  14  to  18  years.) 

Preliminary — "  A  Fantasy,"  by  Crosbie  Garstin. 

(Pertwee's  New  Spirit  in  Verse — Routledge.) 
Final — "  A  Little  Dog's  Day,"  by  Rupert  Brooke. 

(Brooke's  Collected  Poems — Sidgwick  and  Jackson.) 

CLASS  "  D."     (Ladies  and  Gentlemen  over  18  years.) 

Preliminary — Ladies — "  Temper  in  October,"  by  V.  L.  Edminson. 

(Poems  of  to-day — 2nd  series.) 
Preliminary — Gentlemen — "  The  Dying  Patriot,"  by  J.  E.  Flecker. 

(Pertwee's  New  Spirit  in  Verse — Routledge.) 
Final — Ladies  and  Gentlemen — "  Henry  VI,"  Part  III,  Act  I.,  Shakespeare. 

(From  "  How  now,  is  he  dead  already  "  to  "  therefore  die.") 

NOTE — Copies  of  both  the  Preliminary  and  Final  pieces  for  any  class  will  be  sent  for  the 
fee  of  6d.     Apply  to  Mrs.  Claremont  (see  below.) 


PRELIMINARIES  will  be  held  in  the  Armitage  Hall  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  224/8  Gt.  Portland  Street,  W.l 

On  Saturday  Afternoons,  November  20th  and  November  27th 

FINAL  on  Saturday  Afternoon,  December  4th 

ENTRANCE    FEE    TO    PRELIMINARY— 5/-  ;    a  further  2/6  to  be  charged  to  all  Competitors  passed  to  the  Final. 

REWARDS — A  Silver  and  Bronze  Medal  in  each  class  to  1st  and  2nd  Competitors  ;   an  Honours  Certificate  to  all 
Competitors  securing  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  marks.     A  Card  of  Marks  to  all  Competitors. 

SPECTATORS'   TICKETS,   2,6. 


COMMITTEE   OF  JUDGES. 

Mrs.    ACTON    BOND  Miss    SYBIL    THORNDYKE  Mr.  CHARLES    FRY 

Miss    LILIAN    BRAITHWAITE  Miss    MADGE   TITHERADGE  Mr.  BASIL    GILL 

Miss    LOUIE    BAGLEY  Mr.    ACTON    BOND  Mr.  FEWLASS    LLEWELLYN 

Madame    GINNETT  Mr.    FRANKLIN    DYALL  Mr.  E.    GUY    PERTWEE 

Mr.    FRANK    RIDLEY  Mr.    Wm.    STEWART  Mr.  BASSETT    ROE 

For  entry  forms,  copies  of  pieces  and  any  particulars  apply  to  Mrs.  Claremont,  M.B.E.,  Sec,  Blind  Babies'  Homes, 

224  Gt.  Portland  Street,  W.l 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

for  the  BliDd.  224-6-8  Gt.  Portland  Street  London  W.l 
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MUSIC 

The   prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church — 

7276  "  All  Men,  All  Things,"  Chorus  (No.  2  of  "  Hymn  of  Praise  ")  by  Mendelssohn  (Vertical  score).  . 
Organ — 

7277  Twelve  Short  Introductory  Voluntaries,  by  W.  G.  Alcock  (Bar  by  bar) 

7278  Impromptu  in  A,  by  Arensky  (arranged  by  Stuart  Archer)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7279  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  C  minor,  Vol.  2,  No.  6,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar) 

7280  March  in  A  flat,  by  H.  Davan  Wetton  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

7281  "  Frills  and  Frivolities,"  Intermezzo,  by  Hubert  Bath  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7282  Six  Sonatinas,  Op.  36,  by  Clementi  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7283  "  Wedgwood  Blue,"  Dance,  by  A.  W.  Ketelbey  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size   .  . 

7284  "  Theme  Varie,"  Op.  16,  No.  3,  by  I.  J.  Paderewski  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7285  Schulbrede  Tune,  No.  7,  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar)  

7286  Ballet  Music  I  ("  Rosamond  "),  by  Schubert  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Ballet  Music  II  ("  Rosamond  "),  by  Schubert  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Impromptu  ("  A  Mountain  Brook"),  by  Cyril  Scott  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

'    Dance — 

7289  "  You  forgot  to  Remember,"  Song-waltz,  by  Irving  Berlin  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7290  "  Who  told  you  ?  "  Song  Fox-trot,  by  Kahn  and  Allan  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Violin  and  Piano— 

7291  Sonatina  No.  1  in  G,  Violin  part,  by  R.  H.  Walthew,  pocket  size 

7292  Sonatina  No.  1  in  G,  Piano  part,  by  R.  H.  Walthew  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

7293  "  The  Voice  of  the  Father  "  (Sacred),  by  Cowen  (F  :   Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7294  "  M'appari  tutt'  amor  "  ("Soft  and  pure,  fraught  with  Love  "),  by  F.  de  Flotow  (F  :  Compass  F  to  B' 

7295  "  Rest  at  Mid-day,"  by  Janet  Hamilton  (D  :    Compass  B,  to  D') 
Hush,  ye  pretty  warbling  quire,"  Recit.  and  Air  from  "  Acis  and  Galatea,"  by  Handel  (F:   Compass 
pocket  size 

Annie  Laurie,"  by  Liza  Lehmann  (arr.  by)  (C  :   Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size 

Drink  to  me  only  with  thine  eyes,"  by  Roger  Quilter  (arr.  by),  (F  :    Compass  F  to  F'),  pocket  size 
Ships  that  pass  in  the  night,"  by  T.  W.  Stephenson  (E  flat :    Compass  E  to  E'),  pocket  size    .  . 

Duets — 

7300  "  Flow  gently,  Deva,"  (Tenor  and  Baritone),  by  John  Parry 

7301  "  Uncle  Ned,"  No.  1  of  Two  Plantation  Songs,  by  H.  D.  Statham.    (Arr.  for  two  Sopranos,  with  Accompaniment 

for  Violins  or  Pianoforte),  pocket  size.  . 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The   prices    of     the    following  publications    are    subject  to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Fiction — 
7016-7020     "  The  Middle  of  the  Road,"  bv  Phillip  Gibbs,  5  vols.      .  . 
The  Warden,"  by  Anthony  Trollope,  3  vols. 
The  Green  Goddess,"  by  William  Archer,  4  vols. 
'  The  Four  Men,"  by  Hillaire  Belloc,  2  vols. 
'  Tartarin  on  the  Alps,"  by  Alphonse  Daudct,  2  vols.  .  . 
"  The  Crime  of  Sylvestre  Bonnard,"  by  Anatole  France,  2  vols 
'  She,"  by  Rider  Haggard,  4  vols. 
The  Tower  of  London,"  by  William  H.  Ainsworth,  7  vols. 
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6839.  6340 
6694.  6695 
6794,  6795 
7091-7094 
7170-7176 

Travel— 
7075.  7076     "  With  the  Prince  to  West  Africa,"  byG.  Ward  Price,  2  vols. 

Literary.  Criticism —  \ 

6687,  6688     "  William  Shakespeare,"  by  John  Mascfield,  2  vols. 

Essays,   Belles  Lettres —      -  •  . 
7160,  7161     "  Charles  Dickens  apd  other  Victorians,"  by  Arthur  Quiller-Couch,  2  vols. 

Economics — 
7154-7156     "  Wealth,"  by  Edwin  Cannan,  3  vols 
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OLLOWING  a  series  of  editorials, 
containing  a  resume  of  the  activities 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  and  of  the  main  lines  along 
which  its  policy  is  run,  a  brief 
account  of  a  year's  progress  in 
these  activities,  taken  from  the 
Institute's  Annual  Report,  is  about 
to  be  given.  Figures — which  are 
often  dull  and  arid  affairs — will 
here  be  found  of  interest,  as  they 
indicate  growth  in  all  directions,  and  serve  to 
"  point  a  moral  and  adorn  our  tale." 

The  report  before  us  is  indeed  of  special 
interest  and  value.  Attractive  in  its  brown 
binding— with  Mr.  Harold  Copping's  blind 
child's  head  on  the  front  cover,  and  numerous 
illustrations  dotted  over  its  pages — it  furnishes 
minute  information  concerning  the  varied 
undertakings  of  the  Institute,  and  constitutes 
a  veritable  guide-book  to  the  trades  and  occu- 
pations practised  by  the  blind. 

Briefly  at  first  each  separate  department  of 
work  is  alluded  to — the  whole  ground  is  then 
once  more  traversed,  this  time  in  extenso, 
giving  prominence  to  "  the  human  touch." 
The  statements  of  accounts  conclude  the 
booklet,  and  accentuate  the  year's  progress. 

In  the  foreword  the  progressive  and  con- 
structive nature  of  the  work  is  dwelt  upon. 
That  it  has  been  progressive  is  apparent  from 
the  fact  that  from  a  small  society  in  London 
the  Institute  has  grown  to  be  the  largest  insti- 


tution for  the  blind  in  the  world,  known 
throughout  the  world  and  continually  con- 
sulted on  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  sightless.  It  has  been  constructive  in 
that  every  extension  of  its  work  has  been  the 
natural  outcome  of  an  existing  activity.  "  The 
perfection  of  Braille  production  led  to  the 
increased  circulation  of  Braille  literature, 
which  widened  the  outlook  of  the  blind  and 
rendered  them  fit  for  better  education.  The 
adaptation  of  printing  and  other  means  of 
education  led  to  the  selection  of  occupations 
to  provide  the  blind  with  regular  employment. 
The  increase  of  employment  led  directly  to 
the  creation  of  a  higher  status  for  the  blind 
generally,  a  process  naturally  entailing  the 
provision  of  means  (z)  for  attaining  higher 
standards  of  general  education  for  blind 
children,  of  professional  training  for  blind 
adults  and  of  special  care  and  training  for 
blind  babies  ;  and  iii)  for  securing  the  miti- 
gation of  hardship  amongst  the  poor  and  the 
aged.  Profession  after  profession  has  opened 
its  doors  to  the  indomitable  perseverance  of 
blind  men  and  women,  and  with  each  new 
profession  adopted  new  activities  have  been 
necessitated.  .  .  ." 

Its  growth  has  entailed  the  necessity  for 
increased  financial  aid,  and,  during  the  years 
of  drought  which  followed  on  the  heels  of  the 
war,  the  Institute  was  faced  with  difficulties 
which  at  times  seemed  insurmountable. 
Through  the  generous  support  of  the  public 
these  difficulties  were  overcome. 
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The  extension  of  the  Institute's  policy,  in 
so  far  as  it  affects  local  institutions  for  the 
blind,  is  described  in  the  Report,  and  has  been 
fully  dealt  with  in  recent  issues  of  The  Beacon. 
All  we  need  to  mention  in  this  respect  is  that, 
partly  under  agreements  on  a  percentage  basis 
and  partly  in  anticipation  of  such  agreements, 
assignments  and  allocations  amounting  to 
£23,390  were  distributed  to  societies  and 
institutions  for  the  blind  throughout  the 
country  during  the  year  under  review.  This 
is  apart  from  the  money  distributed  by  the 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,  by  whose 
efforts  £28,018  were  allocated  to  participating 
societies,  including  that  of  £14,000  to  the 
National  Institute.  The  Fund  has  been  as 
active  as  ever  during  the  year  when  receipts 
increased  by  £7,394.  This  result  is  in  part 
attributable  to 
Geranium  Day 
efforts  and  in 
part  to  a  gener- 
ous donation  of 
£1,000  fromMr. 
Bernhard  Baron 
in  commemora- 
tion of  his  75  th 
birthday.  A 
feature  of  this 
organisation  is 
the  employment 
of  blind  people. 
There  are  42 
blind  organisers 
and  collectors, 
and  twelve  blind 
artistes  consti- 
tute a  concert 
party  which  is 
instrumental  in  raising  funds.  The  total 
amount  paid  for  services  to  the  blind  was 
£42,666  out  of  a  total  of  £53,663    collected. 

Literature  for  the  Blind. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  production 
of  embossed  books  has  been  exceptional 
during  the  period  under  review.  The  number 
of  readers  increases  yearly,  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  supply  the  wants  of  all  lovers  of 
literature.  The  comparison  of  this  year's  output 
with  that  of  the  previous  year  is  as  follows  : — 

Braille  Publications.  1924-5  1925-6 

Bound  volumes             7,028  13,861 

Book  pamphlets,  instruction  cards  and 

alphabets 17,092  10,394 

Magazines          136,485  145,210 

Newspapers 109,364  110,487 


Stereotyping  Room  at  the  Institute 


Braille  Book  Plates  produced. 

Literature,   including   magazines   and 

newspapers 19,856        24,261 

Moon  Publications. 

Bound  volumes  3,829  4,698 

Book  pamphlets,  magazines  and  news- 
papers, alphabets,  etc 42,174        51,880 

Moon  Book  Plates  produced. 

Literature,   including   magazines    and 

newspapers 3,790  5,327 

Since  191 5,  the  total  number  of  Braille 
books,  periodicals,  music,  etc.,  and  Moon 
books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  published,  inclu- 
ding the  above  figures  and  the  music  produc- 
tion figures  amounts  to  2,807,944. 

Braille  and  Moon  literature,  Braille  music 
totalling  5,928  items,  were  supplied  free  of  all 
cost  to  libraries  for  the  blind  for  free  circu- 
lation amongst 
their  readers. 
Since  1918-19 
the  total  number 
ofvolumes, 
pieces  of  music, 
magazines,  etc., 
presented  to 
free  circulating 
libraries  for  the 
blind  amounted 
to  58,689. 

Whilst  recog- 
nising the  im- 
portance  of 
circulating 
amongst  the 
blind  as  many 
free  copies  of  as 
many  publica- 
tions as  possible 
by  means  of  the  libraries,  the  Institute  has 
reduced  the  selling  price  as  far  as  possible 
to  those  who  wish  to  buy  the  volumes. 

Residents  in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the 
British  Empire  are  allowed  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  of 
the  catalogue  (cost)  price  of  Braille  and  Moon  books  and 
pamphlets. 

Residents  throughout  the  British  Empire  are  allowed 
a  reduction  of  three-quarters  of  the  catalogue  (cost)  price 
of  Braille  music. 

Residents  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  charged 
catalogue  price  (cost  price  only). 

It  will  readily  be  understood  that  in  allowing 
these  discounts  the  Institute  is  subjected  to 
a  heavy  outlay  each  year.  Last  year  their 
total  value  together  with  free  gifts  of  books 
and  apparatus   to   individuals   (not  including 
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gifts  to  circulating  libraries)  amounted  to 
£5,233  ;  since  1918  similar  concessions  have 
now  amounted  in  value  to  £50,610. 

The  popularity  of  the  embossed  magazines 
and  newspapers  continues  unabated.  During 
the  year  a  new  method  of  editing  the  "  Braille 
Mail  "  was  introduced,  the  news  items  being 
grouped  under  suitable  headings.  Supple- 
ments have  been  added  to  some  of  the  maga- 
zines, namely,  "  Channels  of  Blessing  "  ;  the 
Moon  newspaper,  to  which  a  page  of  American 
news  is  appended  ;  the  "  School  Magazine," 
in  which  a  series  of  outline  maps  is  running  ; 
and  a  detailed  list  of  all  new  Braille  and  Moon 
literary  and  music  publications  and  of  additions 
to  the  Students'  Library,  the  Massage  Library 
and  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  is 
supplied  with  all  monthly  Braille  periodicals. 


Moon  Production. 

Moon  production  has  been  steadily  main- 
tained, and  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  Moon 
works  has  been  effected  as  a  result  of  the 
installation  of  up-to-date  machinery  and  the 
perfecting  of  the  process  of  Moon  printing. 

Students'  Library. 

The  Students'  Library  and  Manuscript 
Department  has  had  a  busy  year.  Seven 
hundred  and  forty  new  volumes  were  added 
to  the  Library's  catalogue,  the  services  of 
volunteer  writers  being  utilised  for  the  tran- 
scription of  volumes.  This  department  is 
anxious  to  obtain  the  help  of  further  volunteer 
workers,  whose  services  are  greatly  appre- 
ciated. During  the  year  117  candidates 
entered   for   examination   in   Braille,    and   44 
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There  is  no  doubt  that,  apart  from  the 
amusement  and  recreation  which  these  maga- 
zines afford,  they  are  of  educative  value,  and 
in  this  connection  it  is  illuminating  to  find  that 
the  results  obtained  in  the  magazine  prize 
competitions  is  far  superior  to  those  received 
some  six  years  previously. 

The  Braille  edition  of  the  Quarterly  Syllabus 
of  Lectures  and  Transmissions  to  schools  of 
the  British  Broadcasting  Company  has  proved 
popular,  and  a  Braille  edition  of  the  weekly 
wireless  programme  is  under  consideration. 
Another  subject  which  has  been  receiving 
careful  consideration  is  the  preparation  and 
standardisation  of  a  Braille  equivalent  to 
phonetic  symbols.  It  is  hoped  that  such  a 
system  will  be  evolved  and  published  during 
the  present  year. 


obtained  the  certificate  of  proficiency  required 
before  the  preparation  of  a  Braille  book  is 
undertaken.  Demands  for  books  from  the 
Students'  Library  are  steadily  increasing,  and 
students  express  keen  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  assistance  given  in  examination  and 
other  work. 

Music. 

Music,  which  plays  so  important  a  role  in 
the  blind  community,  continues  to  receive 
its  full  measure  of  attention.  There  are  now 
over  3,000  music  works  in  stock  at  the  Insti- 
tute, and  the  output  during  the  year  under 


review  was  as  follows  : — 

Music  plates  embossed 

Music  volumes,  collections  of  pieces, 
and  text-books  published 

Music  pamphlets  (the  Braille  equiva- 
lent of  sheet  music)  published 


1924-5 
2,042 

1,899 

8,412 


1925-6 
1,930 

1,304 

13,015 
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With  the  publication  of  the  companion 
volume  to  the  "  Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation, 
1922,"  compiled  by  Mr.  Edward  Watson, 
Secretary,  Music  Department,  the  revision  of 
Braille  Music  Notation  has  been  consummated. 
The  two  volumes  complete  the  exposition  of 
the  system,  and  have  considerably  lightened 
the  path  of  the  blind  musician. 

Readers  will  note  that  a  fourth  book  of 
Christmas  Carols  is  being  issued  this  year, 
composed  by  blind  poets  and  musicians. 

In  connection  with  this  Department's 
organ  recital  scheme,  47  recitals  and  lectures 
were  given  during  the  year.  During  the 
winter  season  the  monthly  concerts  held  in 
the  Armitage  Hall  of  the  Institute  were  con- 
tinued, and  were  well  attended. 

The  subject  of  piano-tuning  continues  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Tuning  Board,  and 
there  are  now  136  tuners 
on  the  Institute's 
register. 

Apparatus 
and  Models. 

Careful  consideration 
continues  to  be  given 
to  the  improvement  of 
existing  apparatus  for 
the  blind  and  to  sug- 
gestions for  new  ap- 
pliances. The  policy  of 
loaning  various  models 
free  of  charge  has  been 
continued ;  and  it  is 
hoped  to  extend  the 
selection  to  meet  the 
growing  demand  for  these  models,  which  are 
of  great  use  to  schools  for  the  blind. 

Technical  and  Research 
Committee. 

Amongst  other  matters  the  Technical  and 
Research  Committee  has  considered  the  em- 
ployment of  blind  people  in  factories  together 
with  sighted  labour.  The  result  to  date  has 
been  satisfactory,  five  blind  girls  being  now 
employed  in  factories.  It  is  greatly  hoped  that 
other  employers  will  follow  suit. 

The  adaptation  of  games  for  the  blind,  the 
improvement  of  apparatus,  the  possibilities  of 
producing  cheap  and  limited  editions  of 
Braille  books  are  among  the  matters  which 
are  engaging  the  Committee's  attention,  and 
good  results  are  anticipated.     A  new  activity 
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was  initiated  during  the  year  in  the  provision 
of  wireless  accessories  for  blind  persons.  It  is 
impossible  to  over-estimate  the  value  of  wire- 
less to  the  blind,  and  every  possible  effort 
should  be  made  to  secure  its  amenities  to  blind 
folk,  whose  recreations  are  of  necessity 
limited.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
"  Daily  Express  "  the  Institute  has  already 
received  56  sets  and  24  pairs  of  headphones, 
while  the  Wireless  League  through  its  Hon. 
Secretary,  Professor  A.  M.  Low,  undertakes 
that  its  members  will  attend  to  the  installation 
of  the  sets  in  the  houses  of  the  blind.  Up  to 
the  present  158  sets  and  282  pairs  of  head- 
phones have  been  presented,  117  licences 
provided  and  26  aerials  erected. 

"  Sunshine  "  Homes. 

The  care  of  little  blind  children  continues 
at  the  Institute's  three 
"  Sunshine  "  Homes. 
It  is  a  highly  im- 
portant feature  of 
the  Institute's  work, 
and  the  happy  faces, 
the  intelligent  interest 
of  the  little  inmates 
when  they  pass  on  to 
accredited  schools  for 
the  blind  are  sufficient 
proof  of  its  success. 
The  three  homes  at 
Chorley  Wood,  South- 
port  and  Leamington 
accommodate  normal 
blind  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five,  and  give 
them  the  inestimable  advantage  of  care  and 
training  in  those  first  years — the  formative 
years — in  which  characters  are  made  or  marred. 
During  the  year  several  of  the  children  left  on 
attaining  the  age  limit,  and  the  schools  for  the 
blind  to  which  they  went  report  most 
favourably  on  their  capabilities.  The  health 
conditions  at  all  three  Homes  are  reported  to 
be  excellent. 

Chorley  Wood   College   for 
Girls  with  Little  or  No  Sight 

has  been  reported  on  most  satisfactorily  by 
H.M.  Inspectors  and  those  of  the  Board  of 
Education  during  the  year,  and  the  College 
has  been  included  in  the  Board's  list  of  secon- 
dary schools.  Good  results  have  been  achieved 
by  the  pupils  during  the  period  under  review. 


THE    BEACON 


One  pupil  has  passed  Responsions,  and  will 
enter  one  of  the  Universities  during  the 
autumn.  Three  pupils  have  passed  the 
Intermediate  Grade  of  the  Associated  Board 
in  Pianoforte,  and  three  others  are  about  to 
enter  the  Institute's  School  of  Massage  to  be 
trained  as  masseuses.  A  recent  innovation 
has  been  the  formation  of  a  Crafts'  Guild, 
through  which  the  girls  learn  cooking, 
laundry  work,  domestic  economy,  first  aid, 
the  duties  of  country  life,  etc.  Physical 
exercises  and  sport  form  important  items  of 
the  school  curriculum,  and  the  school  game 
of  Sport  X  is  greatly  enjoyed. 

Massage  Department. 

Mass  age 
continues  to 
become  i  n  - 
creasingl  y 
successful  as 
a  profession 
for  blind  men 
and  women 
who  possess 
the  qualifica- 
tions neces- 
sary for  its 
practice.  The 
work  of  the 
Massage 
Department 
con  t in  u  e  s 
unabated. 
During  the 
past  year  two 
men  and  four 
women 
students  pre- 
sented them- 
selves for  examination  in  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics  and  Electricity  and  all  successfully 
qualified.  Three  post-graduate  students, 
already  holding  the  Massage  Certificate,  also 
qualified — one  in  Medical  Gymnastics  and 
one  in  Medical  Electricity.  The  four  Gardner 
Scholarships  founded  by  Gardner's  Trust  for 
the  Blind  were  all  awarded  during  the  year.  At 
present  twelve  students  are  undergoing  training 
in  the  Massage  School.  Six  candidates  have 
been  accepted  for  the  summer  course,  and  there 
is  a  considerable  waiting  list  of  candidates, 
whose  applications  are  under  consideration  by 
the  Institute's  Education  Committee. 

The    settlement    and    after-care    of    blind 
masseurs   and   masseuses   continue  to   receive 
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careful  and  expert  attention.  During  the  year 
nine  students  completed  their  training,  and  of 
these  three  have  taken  up  hospital  appoint- 
ments with  fixed  salaries  ;  the  remainder  are 
endeavouring  to  start  in  private  practice. 
Letters  of  warm  appreciation  of  the  training 
received  at  the  Institute  and  of  the  assistance 
and  advice  so  freely  given  are  appended  to  the 
report  on  this  Department. 

After-Care. 

The  successful  work  of  the  After-Care 
Department  has  continued  throughout  the 
year.  The  policy  which  was  adopted  some 
time  ago,  by  which  all  relief  and  training  is  to 
be  reported  to   local  agencies  for  the  blind, 

has  resulted 
in  closer  co- 
operation be- 
tween the 
Institute  and 
these  agen- 
cie  s.  The 
number  o  f 
new  cases 
dealt  with 
during  the 
year  was  495. 
Gifts  to  the 
value  of 
£  7  1  9  were 
made,  ex- 
clusive of  the 
special 
Chris  tmas 
ef f o  r t  by 
which  4  5  o 
parcels  were 
provided  to 
blind  per- 
sons in  London  alone,  apart  from  those 
distributed  through  the  Institute's  branches  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  Augmentation  to 
blind  workers'  wages  amounted  to  £3,604  ; 
training  fees  to  £314;  grants  for  higher 
education  to  £1,237  J  tne  sum  °f  £5>%zo  was 
expended  in  relief  and  that  of  £1,012  through 
the  ex-Service  Men's  Fund. 

Ex-Service  Men's  Fund. 

Last  year  we  reported  90  cases  helped  by 
this  Fund,  which  was  established  two  years 
ago  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Institute,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C., 
C.B.E.  A  considerable  number  of  further  cases 
have  been  helped  during  the  year,    of  whom 
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several  are  blind  men  from  the  Merchant 
Service.  The  Fund  is  now  in  touch  with 
practically  all  regimental  associations.  Training 
proceeds  satisfactorily;  several  posts  have 
been  secured,  and  assistance  in  business 
rendered. 

Home  Teaching  Society. 

The  work  of  the  Home  Teaching  Society 
for  the  Blind  is  gradually  devolving  upon  the 
local  societies,  which  have  in  some  instances 
taken  over  the  Society's  home  teachers. 
Annual  grants  are  made  by  the  Institute  to 
such  societies,  varying  from  £100  to  £400  per 
annum.  The  change  will,  it  is  anticipated, 
prevent  much  overlapping  and  waste  of  effort, 
and  good  results  are  anticipated.  The 
Institute  h  a's 
entered  into 
agreements  with 
a  number  of  the 
societies  for  the 
blind  which 
operate  in  the 
area  previously 
covered  by  the 
Home  Teaching 
Society. 

Home 

Industries 

Department. 

Con  t  i  n  u  ed 
progress  is 
notified  from 
the  Home  In- 
dustries Dep- 
artment, which  is  borne  out  by  the  following 
figures  : — 
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tute  is  conducting  the  Home  Workers'  Scheme. 
This  help  has  enabled  the  Institute  to  augment 
the  earnings  of  home  workers  to  the  extent  of 
£2,096,  an  increase  of  over  £700  on  the 
augmentation  supplied  in  the  previous  year. 
Recently  the  London  County  Council  decided 
to  augment  the  earnings  of  home  workers  in 
London  by  10/-  in  place  of  5/-.  Letters  of 
appreciation  from  many  blind  home  workers 
point  to  the  success  of  the  scheme. 

Hostels  and  Guest-houses. 

We  have  now  to  review  the  year  at  the 
Homes  and  Guest-houses  conducted  by  the 
Institute.  The  Convalescent  and  Holiday 
Home  at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  provided  by 
the  Dickens  Fellowship,  was  opened  in  July, 

1925.  Since  that 
date  1 3  5  visitors 
have  been  ad- 
mitted, of  whom 
11  are  perman- 
ent residents. 
The  sea  air  has 
proved  bene- 
ficial to  many 
suffering  from 
impaired  health; 
and  that  the 
comforts  pro- 
vided by  the 
Home  are 
warmly  ap- 
preciated is 
shown  by  the 
number  of 
letters  of  thanks 
received,  many 
a  keen  desire    to 


1922-3  1923-4 

(6  mths.) 


1924-5     1925-6 

143  171 

£5,136    £7,666 


£109    £1,235    £2,197    £3,051 


Number  oi  Home  Workers 

on  register  .  .  .  .         92        114 

Sales  £40    £2,800 

Value  of  Goods  purchased 

from  Home  Workers    .  . 
Value  of  Goods  purchased 

from  Workshops  for  the 

Blind £980    £1,450    £2,247 

Amount  expended  in  Pur- 
chase of  Materials         . .  £641     £1,135     £1,569 
Amount     paid     to     Home 

Workers      to      augment 

their  earnings    .  .  . .  £1,378     £2,096 

The  Council  express  appreciation  of  the 
practical  help  given  by  the  County  and  County 
Borough  Councils  on  whose  behalf  the  Insti- 


of  the    visitors    expressing 
"  come  again." 

The  Chester  Guest-House  continues  to  be 
a  haven  of  peace  for  aged  blind  people,  of 
whom  the  average  number  in  residence  was  21. 

Clifton  Home  has  received  its  full  comple- 
ment throughout  the  year.  The  monthly 
concerts  at  the  Home  are  greatly  appreciated, 
as  well  as  the  invitations  received  for  water 
trips,  concerts  and  the  theatre. 

The  average  number  of  blind  women  in 
residence  at  the  Brighton  Home  for  Blind 
Women  was  19.  Reading  aloud,  walks, 
drives,  tea  parties  and  other  entertainments 
have  been  a  source  of  pleasure  to  the  residents. 

The  Blind  Women's  Hostel  at  Langham 
Street  continues  to  be  most  useful  as  a  resi- 
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dential  club  for  blind  women  employees  and 
blind  women  students,  many  of  whom  are 
attending  the  Institute's  School  of  Massage. 
Visitors  are  also  received  as  paying  guests. 

Employment  of  the  Blind. 

Besides  endeavouring  to  secure  employment 
for  the  blind  wherever  possible,  the  Institute 
itself  employs  a  considerable  number  of  sight- 
less people.  During  the  period  under  review 
there  were  217  blind  employees  at  headquarters 
and  the  branches,  receiving  the  sum  of  £45,858 
in  wages  and  salaries.  The  work  of  the  Insti- 
tute is  also  guided  by 
the  counsels  of  the 
blind,  for  the  Chairman 
and  four  members  of 
the  Council  are  blind, 
and  blind  people  serve 
on  every  committee. 

Publicity. 

Propaganda  work  is 
conducted  by  the 
Editorial  Department, 
which  supplies  the 
Press  with  full  details 
of  all  developments  of 
the  work.  In  this  con- 
nection a  film  entitled 
"The  Inner  Vision," 
which  shows  as  far  as 
possible  all  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Institute, 
was  prepared  and 
shown  at  a  private 
view,  receiving  the  un- 
animous approval  of 
film  critics,  film  exhibi- 
tors and  the  general 
public.  Negotiations 
for  its  exhibition  are 
proceeding. 

Information  Bureau. 

The  Information  Bureau  continues  to  supply 
information  to  enquiries  from  all  parts  of  the 
globe  concerning  problems  connected  with  the 
blind  world. 

College  and  Association 
of  the  Blind. 

The  Institute  assists  the  College  and  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Blind  by  affording  office  accom- 
modation to  its  members.  The  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Institute  acts  as  Hon.  Registrar 
of  the  College. 


Headquarters   of  the 
224-8   Great  Portland 


Deaths. 

The  death  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra 
deprived  the  Institute  of  a  gracious  patron 
who  always  evinced  the  greatest  interest  in 
the  work,  as  well  as  of  a  beloved  sovereign. 

The  Council  record  with  deep  sorrow  the 
death  of  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby,  Secretary- 
General.  Mr.  Stainsby  had  devoted  45  years 
of  his  life  to  the  cause  of  the  blind,  who  deeply 
mourned  hisjloss.  The  Henry  Stainsby 
Memorial  Fund,  to  provide  students  at  schools 
for  the  blind  with  gifts  of  apparatus,  was  founded 
in  his  memory  ;  dona- 
tions will  be  gratefully 
received  at  all  times. 

The  death  of  Major 
Atthill,  M.V.O.,  O.B.E., 
is  recorded  with  deep 
regret.  Major  Atthill 
developed  the  social 
department  of  the 
Greater  London  Fund, 
and  was  a  devoted 
worker  for  the  blind. 

Appointment 

of  a  New 
Secretary-General. 

The  appointment  of 
Sir  Alexander  Hender- 
son Diack,  k.c.i.e., 
c.v.o.,  c.b.e.,  as 
Secretary-General,  i  n 
succession  to  the  late 
Mr.  Henry  Stainsby, 
is  recorded. 


One  Word  More. 

Readers  of  the  above 
brief  report  will  gather 
from  the  facts  and 
figures  recorded  that  the 
year  has  been  one  of  fruitfulness  and  future 
promise.  The  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  has  many  friends,  without  whom  this 
work  of  national  importance  would  be  im- 
possible. Apart  from  the  generous  financial 
assistance  provided  by  its  annual  subscribers, 
contributors  and  donors,  sympathetic  assis- 
tance is  rendered  in  countless  ways  by  those 
who  are  interested  in  particular  branches  of 
the  work. 

To  these  friends — too  numerous  to  detail 
in  a  brief  review — the  Institute  offers  its 
heartfelt  thanks. 


National  Institute 
Street,  London,  W.  i 
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WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

THERE  was  a  large  gathering  of  old  boys 
and  parents  and  friends  of  pupils  at  the 
annual  prize-giving  at  Worcester  College  for 
the  Blind  on  July  22nd.  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt, 
J.P.,  presided  at  the  prize-giving,  and  was 
supported  by  Mr.  G.  C.  Brown,  M.A.,  the 
headmaster,  Mr.  L.  Sandford,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  W. 
Kitchin,  CLE.,  I.C.S.,  members  of  the 
governing  body. 

Mr.  Mowatt  (who  began  by  apologising  for 
the  absence  of  various  expected  guests)  said 
that  had  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  been  present,  as  he 
had  intended,  he  would  probably  have  spoken 
on  "  The  Power  of  Mind  over  Matter."  The 
importance  of  this  subject  should  be  borne  in 
mind  when  considering  the  future  of  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind.  The  blind,  he  argued, 
should  be  educated  so  that  they  might  give 
of  their  best  service  to  the  country  and  the 
Empire.  They  talked  of  the  generosity  of  the 
seeing  to  the  blind,  and  it  was  true.  But  he 
believed  that  a  day  was  dawning  when  the 
blind  would  be  in  a  position  to  be  generous 
to  the  seeing,  giving  their  knowledge  and 
abilities  to  the  service  of  their  fellows.  He 
recalled  that  great  progress  had  been  made  in 
the  past,  largely  through  the  enthusiasm  of 
Mr.  Brown,  and  they  had  proved  that  many 
things  were  possible  ;  but  there  was  much 
more  to  do.  Next  year  the  College  would 
celebrate  its  diamond  jubilee. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Brown  then  gave  a  resume  of  the 
year's  work,  which  had  been  very  successful 
both  as  regards  actual  book  work  as  well  as  in 
the  domain  of  sport  and  other  recreations. 
Dealing  with  the  successes  of  the  present  boys, 
he  mentioned  that  V.  M.  Taylor  was  going  to 
Oxford  in  October,  that  R.  H.  Rees  had  taken 
a  second-class  honours  moderations  in  mathe- 
matics, and  L.  W.  Pritchard  had  obtained  a 
Bachelor  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Brown  then 
enumerated  the  school  successes  in  chess  and 
rowing,  and  specially  referred  to  the  continued 
success  of  T.  H.  Tylor,  who  was  fourth  in  the 
British  Chess  Championship  on  the  first  time 
of  entry,  and  had  won  the  Midland  Counties 
Championship  for  the  second  time  in  succession. 

He  alluded  to  R.  W.  Bonham's  success  at 
rowing  (first  boat  in  Torpids  and  second  boat 
in  Summer  Eights  at  St.  Catherine's  Oxford), 
and  said  they  hoped  soon  that  their  men  would 
get  a  blue.     But  there  remained  the  question 


of  employment  for  educated  blind  boys.  Since 
he  referred  to  the  matter  last  year  the  National 
Institute  had  appointed  a  committee  to  inves- 
tigate the  question,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would 
yield  to  treatment  during  the  next  few  years. 
He  asked  those  present  to  do  what  they  could 
to  get  educated  blind  boys  a  trial  at  some 
occupation — that  was  all  they  asked  for. 

Turning  to  the  rowing  of  the  College,  he 
mentioned  the  good  work  done  by  the  crew 
at  Stratford  Regatta,  and  said  that  since  the 
gift  of  the  swimming  bath  great  progress  had 
been  made  in  swimming.  In  acknowledging 
the  work  of  the  staff  he  specially  named  Mr. 
Cooper,  Messrs.  Hodgson,  Hargraves  and 
Tanner  for  their  work  in  coaching  the  crews ; 
Roberts  for  his  work  in  connection  with  the 
extension  scheme  ;  and  Curran  for  his  help  as 
secretary  of  the  Union. 

The  prizes  were  distributed  by  Mrs. 
Sandford. 

Mr.  Sandford  then  addressed  the  gathering, 
saying  that  as  a  new  member  of  the  governing 
body  he  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  advance 
in  equipment  of  the  school  since  he  was  a 
pupil.  Next  year  (the  diamond  jubilee  year) 
should  be  a  red-letter  year  in  the  history  of 
the  College. 

Mr.  Kitchin  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs. 
Sandford  for  distributing  the  prizes.  This  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  V.  Ranger,  who  asked  those 
present  to  pay  tribute  to  the  work  of  Mrs. 
Brown — a  remark  which  was  met  by  a  hearty 
response. 

PRIZE  LIST. 

Old  Boys'  Union  Pri\e — Classics,  G.  Miller  ; 
Greek,  G.  P.  Jones;  Latin,  P.  A.  Hughes; 
Junior  Latin,  J.  E.  Jarvis. 

Pearson  Prices — Senior  Mathematics,  A.  E. 
Martin  ;  Mathematics,  A.  G.  Miller  ;  Mathe- 
matics B.,  R.  F.  Ash,  R.  Cross  ;  Mathematics 
C,  H.  L.  Evans. 

Himing  Prices — Senior  English,  J.  G.  Cur- 
ran ;  Intermediate  English,  P.  A.  Hughes  ; 
Junior  English,  G.  Bromley. 

Pearson  Essays— A.,  R.  F.  Ash  ;  B.,  P.  A. 
Hughes. 

History — Headmaster's  Prize,  V.  M.  Taylor  ; 
Senior,  J.  G.  Curran;  Intermediate,  G.  P. 
Jones. 

Divinity— A.,  E.  R.  Grant ;  B.,  F.  R. 
Browne  ;    Greek  Testament,  T.  E.  Hedges. 

Geography — R.  F.  Ash. 
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Modem  Languages— A.,  J.  L.  Foster  ;   B.,  G. 
Miller  ;    C,  A.  Brace  ;    D.,  J.  E.  Jarvis. 

Economics — J.  Foster. 

Industrial  History— E.  E.  Davies. 

Pianoforte — Theory  of  Music,  F.  Emery. 

"Mowatt"    Cup    {Chess    Championship),    A. 
Brace. 

Successes  gained  during  School  Year,  1925-26 — 
V.  M.  Taylor,  Oxford  University  Responsions  ; 
Matriculation,  Corpus  Christi  College.  T.  E. 
Hedges,  Durham  University  Matriculation.  R. 
H.  Rees,  Keble  College,  Oxford,  2nd  class 
Honours  Moderations  (Mathematics).  L.  W. 
Pritchard,  B.  Com.,  Birmingham  University. 
M.  Bates,  Keble  College,  Oxford,  Law  Prelim- 
inary. R.  Brearley,  Exeter  College,  Oxford, 
Law  Preliminary.  C.  D.  Wheeler,  Queen's 
College,  Oxford,  Moderations.  A.  R.  Lloyd, 
Non-Coil.,  Oxford,  Moderations.  V.  Nelson, 
.  Manchester  University,  Intermediate  Examina- 
tion (1st  in  Latin,  2nd  in  History,  1st  in 
French).  C.  S.  R.  Adkins,  Hatfield  College, 
Durham,  Intermediate  and  Senior  year  Ex- 
amination. H.  Morgan,  Hatfield  College, 
Durham,  Intermediate.  R.  Pollock,  Imperial 
College,  University  of  London,  Intermediate 
B.Sc.  J.  E.  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  W.  V.  Miede, 
B.A.,  Law  Society's  Intermediate  Examination. 
T.  H.  Tylor,  M.A.,  B.C.L.,  Balliol  College, 
Oxford,  5  th  Prize  British  Chess  Championship, 
Chess  Championship  of  Midland  Counties. 
R.  W.  Bonham,  St.  Catherine's,  Oxford,  1st 
Boat  in  Torpids,  2nd  Boat  in  Summer  Eights. 


GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

THERE  is  little  to  report  for  the  month 
of  July,  beyond  the  holding  of 
"  Geranium  Day  "  in  those  places  where  the 
organisers  had  not  found  it  possible  to  accept 
the  June  date. 

The  weather  was  again  unpropitious,  but 
contributions  from  these  districts  brought  the 
gross  total  to  £8,194  4s.  9^d. 

Successful  concerts  by  blind  artistes  were 
given  in  the  grounds  of  the  Grove  Hotel,  East 
Dulwich,  by  kind  permission  of  the  proprietor, 
and  on  the  ground  of  the  Shepherd's  Bush 
Cricket  Club. 

An  enjoyable  dance  was  arranged  by  the 
257th  Batt.,  65  th  (8th)  London  Regiment,  and 
took  place  in  their  Drill  Hall  at  Greenwich  on 
July  2 1  st. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  CERTIFICATED 
BLIND    MASSEURS 

THE  Eighth  Annual  General  Meeting  of 
the  Association  of  Certificated  Blind 
Masseurs  was  held  on  the  23rd  July,  1926, 
in  the  Armitage  Hall  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  (by  kind  permission  of 
the  authorities).  Mr.  Michael  Whitfield,  B.A., 
C.S.M.M.G.,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Council,  was  in  the  chair,  and  amongst  the 
members  attending  were  a  number  from 
various  parts  of  the  provinces.  Sir  Robert 
Jones,  Bart.,  K.B.E.,  C.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  etc.,  in 
his  presidential  address,  stated  how  interested 
he  was  in  the  Association,  and  how  he  admired 
the  excellent  work  it  was  doing  amongst  the 
members.  He  felt  it  was  very  gratifying  that 
its  members  were  able  to  take  up  work  in  all 
parts  of  the  Empire,  and  become  independent 
and  useful  citizens.  He  considered  that  what 
everyone  lacked  was  the  personal  touch,  and 
one  did  not  sufficiently  realise  what  encourage- 
ment meant  to  those  who  had  lost  their  sight. 
This  Association,  which  was  doing  such 
wonderful  work,  needed  the  help  of  all,  so 
that  its  activities  might  never  be  curtailed. 

The  Chairman  made  mention  of  the  satis- 
factory number  of  cases  and  enquiries  received 
during  the  year,  and  also  of  the  fact  that  the 
Braille  Massage  Journal  (which  it  had  been 
possible  to  republish  through  the  kindness  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind)  was  very 
much  appreciated  by  members.  He  also 
alluded  to  the  generous  increase  in  the  grant 
made  to  the  Association  by  the  National 
Institute,  and  to  the  gratifying  number  of 
donations  received  from  members  who  had 
received  some  benefit  through  the  Association. 

Following  the  meeting,  an  informal  dinner 
took  place  at  the  Cafe  Marguerite,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  dinner  were  ably  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Walter  Krohn,  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Association. 


A 


BLIND    MAN'S    GALLANTRY 

MONG  the  awards  made  in  July  by  the 


_  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Life  from 
Fire,  was  the  grant  of  a  bronze  medal  and 
five  guineas  to  Mr.  James  Sawyer,  Milk 
Street,  Bath,  who,  although  blind,  saved  a 
man  of  77,  who,  in  a  fit,  had  fallen  into  an 
open  fire  on  April  3rd. 
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ADDITIONS     TO      STUDENTS*     LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE    FOR  THE   BLIND 


THEOLOGY   AND   RELIGION. 

Author.  Title. 

Bate,  H.  N.     History  of  the  Church  to  325 
Benson,  R.  H.     Friendship  of  Christ    .  . 
Caporn.     Conflict  of  Truth 
Carpenter,  J.  E.     Comparative  Religion 
Farrer,  J.  A.     Paganism  and  Christanity 
Glover,  T.  R.     Jesus  of  History 
Griffiths.     Problem  of  Deuteronomy    .  . 
Ilcindel,    J.    S.     Rosicrucian    Cosmo-Concept 

Mystic  Christianity 
Jevons,  F.  B.     Comparative  Religion 
Menzies,  A.     History  of  Religion 

Mowat,  W.     Pronouncing  Dictionary  of  Bible  Names 
Neil     and     Willoughby.     Holy     Communion     (From 

T.P.B.) 

Peake.     Christianity,  Its  Nature  and  its  Truth 
Pym.     Psychology  of  the  Christian  Life 
Salmond,  G.     Infallibility  of  the  Church  (Precis) 
Steiner,  R.     How  to  Attain  Knowledge  of  the  High 

Worlds 

Steiner,  R. 
Steiner,  R. 
Steiner,  R. 
Steiner,  R. 
Swcdenbore 


Path  to  Self  Knowledge 

Threshold  of  the  Spiritual  World 

Three  Lectures 

Portal  of  Initiation 

E.     True  Christian  Religion 


Wilberforce,  B.     Mystic  Immanence 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 

Eddy,  Mrs.      Book  of  Deuteronomy 

Eddy,  Mrs.     Science  and  Health  (Grade  1J)  .  . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Anderson,  J.  D.     Peoples  of  India 

Baring,  M.     Russian  Literature 

Bcatty,  J.  M.     Brief  History  of  Education     .  . 

Bergholt,  E.     Royal  Auction  Bridge 

Conrad,  J.     Mirror  of  the  Sea 

Davies,  W.  H.     Autobiography  of  a  Super-Tramp 

Dilnot,  F.     The  New  America  .. 

Dukes,  P.     Red  Dusk  and  the  Morrow 

Gilman,  C.  P.     Concerning  Children 

Goldsmith,  O.     Vicar  of  Wakefield 

Gregory,  W.     Australia 

Harrison,  J.     Ancient  Art  and  Ritual 

Hudson,  W.  H.     Birds  and  Man 

Leader,  S.  H.     The  Desert  Gateway 
A  Vision  of  India 
A.     Egyptian  Myth  and  Legend 
A.     Myths   of   Crete   and   Pre-Hcllenic 


Vols. 
3 
2 
9 
3 
3 
3 
3 

7 
2 
7 
3 

4 
4 
2 
4 

3 
1 
1 
1 

2 
8 

1 


Low,  Sydney. 
Mackenzie,  D. 
Mackenzie,  D. 

Europe   .  . 
Mackenna,  R. 


W. 


The  Adventure  of  Death 
Mark,  T.     Modern  View  of  Education. . 
Marvin,  F.  S.     Evolution  of  World-Peace 
Marvin,  F.  S.     Progress  and  History 
Marvin,  F.  S.     Unity  of  Western  Civilisation 
MacCallum-Scott,  A.     Barbary 
Moir,  F.  L.  M.     After  Livingstone 
Monckton,  C.  A.  W.     Last  Days  in  New  Guinea 
Monckton,   C.   A.   W.     Some   Experiences   of   a  Ne' 

Guinea  Magistrate 
Quick,  R.  H.     Educational  Reformers 
Rait.     Life  in  a  Mediaeval  University 
Robertson,  J.  G.     German  Literature 
Shackleton,  E.     South 
Scholes,  P.     Listener's  Guide  to  Music 


Stout,  J.  L.     New  Zealand 

Strachey,  G.  L.     Landmarks  in  French  Literature 

Thompson.     English  Monasteries 

Turgenev.     Smoke 

LATER   ADDITIONS. 
Royden,  Maude.     Sex  and  Commonsense 
Lubbock,  P.     Roman  Pictures 
Craigie,  W.  A.     The  Icelandic  Sagas    . . 


INVENTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

MANY  ideas  conceived  by  people  are 
allowed  to  lapse,  owing  to  their  in- 
ability to  build  a  model  through  lack  of  proper 
machinery  or  of  the  necessary  funds. 

Realising  this,  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  has  appointed  a  Technical  and  Research 
Committee  composed  of  people  distinguished 
in  certain  branches  of  science  who  are  only  too 
willing  to  investigate  all  suggestions  and  in- 
ventions likely  to  be  of  value  in  the  blind 
world.  If  an  idea  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee is  considered  practicable  and  useful,  the 
necessary  work  to  perfect  it  is  arranged  for. 

The  Committee  is  also  pleased  to  advise  any 
blind  person  on  the  likely  value  of  any  inven- 
tion, and  would  (if  necessary)  help  him  to 
secure  a  patent  and  find  a  market. 

Many  hundreds  of  pounds  annually  are 
wasted  because  both  blind  and  sighted  people 
work  on  ideas  which  they  deem  will  be  of 
service  to  the  blind,  when  they  are  ignorant 
of  the  ground  already  covered  and  of  the 
devices  already  on  the  market.  If  only  people 
would  approach  the  National  Institute  in  the 
first  place  and  ask  for  advice,  there  would  be 
fewer  disappointments  and  the  blind  would 
be  greatly  assisted. 

All  matters  relating  to  inventions  should  be 
addressed  to  The  Secretary,  the  Technical  and 
Research  Committee,  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street,  W.i. 


WE  call  the  attention  of  our  Newcastle 
readers  to  the  Tyneside  Recreation 
Club  for  the  Blind,  which  is  composed  of 
blind  members  and  managed  by  blind  officials. 
All  blind  adults  resident  in  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  districts  are  eligible  for  member- 
ship at  an  annual  minimum  subscription  of  3s., 
and  sighted  people  may  become  associate 
members  on  payment  of  an  annual  minimum 
subscription  of  5  s.  Information  concerning 
the  club  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  P.  Wallace, 
49  Rosedale  Terrace,  Newcasde. 
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E  have  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  a  copy  of  Circular  617  A, 
dealing  with  the  notification  and 
treatment  of  Ophthalmia  Neona- 
torum, together  with  the  Public 
Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Regulations,  1926,  dated  July  31st, 
1926,  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Health.  These  Regulations  come 
into  force  on  October  1st,  1926. 

The  pamphlet  in  which  they  are 
set  forth  starts  by  giving  precise  information 
concerning  the  meaning  of  terms  such  as 
"  local  authority,"  "  medical  officer  of  health  " 
and  so  forth,  followed  by  the  Regulations,  ten 
in  number. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  duty  of  notifying  a 
case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  now  placed 
solely  upon  the  medical  practitioner  attending 
the  case,  instead  of  by  the.  medical  practitioner 
and  the  midwife — a  proceeding  which  some- 
times caused  confusion  or  even  failure  to 
notify.  An  obligation  is  also  laid  upon  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a  Local  Sanitary 
Authority  to  forward  a  copy  of  every  notifi- 
cation which  he  receives  under  the  Regulations 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
within  24  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  notifi- 
cation. 

Local  authorities  are  enjoined  to  enforce 
and  execute  these  Regulations  in  their  district 
and  to  notify  all  medical  practitioners  resident 
or  practising  within  the  district  of  the  duties 
thereby  imposed  upon  them  ;  and  (the  circular 
intimates)  that  "  it  would  be  desirable  to  in- 
clude in  the  notice  an  intimation  that  in  future 
midwives  will  not  be  required  to  notify  cases 
of  the  disease."  It  is  also  suggested  that  the 
Local  Supervising  Authorities  under  the 
Midwives  Act  should  send  a  similar  notifi- 
cation to  all  midwives  practising  in  their  areas, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  should  make  it  clear 
that,  "  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board,  midwives  are  still 
required  (1)  to  summon  medical  assistance  in 
all  cases,  however  slight,  of  inflammation  of, 
or  discharge  from,  the  eyes  of  a  child  ;  and  (2) 
to  send  notice  immediately  to  the  Local  Super- 
vising Authority  that  such  assistance  has  been 
sought." 


The  Circular  stresses  the  importance  of 
definite  arrangements  being  made  between  the 
local  authorities  as  to  the  precise  steps  to  be 
taken  whenever  inflammation  of,  or  discharge 
from,  the  eyes  is  reported  by  a  midwife,  or 
when  the  disease  is  notified  by  a  medical 
practitioner,  with  a  view  to  obviating  any 
delay  in  the  treatment  of  the  child.  "  Whilst 
prevention  of  the  occurrence  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  should  be  the  first  aim,  adequate 
provision  should  be  made  for  such  cases  of 
this  disease  as  occur,  by  visiting  and  nursing 
in  the  home  and  by  hospital  treatment  where 
necessary  "  ;  and  the  Minister  is  of  opinion  that 
the  appropriate  authority  to  carry  out  these 
measures  is  the  one  entrusted  with  the  scheme 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  the  district. 

Article  8  provides  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority 
shall  forward  a  copy  of  every  notification  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  within  24  hours 
of  its  receipt.  The  arrangements  made 
between  the  various  authorities  will  neces- 
sarily vary  according  to  local  circumstances, 
but  it  is  suggested  that  on  receiving  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a  copy  of 
the  notice  sent  by  the  midwife  calling  in 
medical  help  for  inflammation  of,  or  discharge 
from,  the  eyes,  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  should  at  once  arrange  for  a  health 
visitor  to  visit  the  home  of  the  child  and  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  eyes  and  on  the  steps 
taken  to  secure  the  necessary  treatment.  The 
District  Medical  Officer  should  be  responsible 
for  seeing  that  effective  treatment  is  secured, 
and  should  report  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  In  notified  cases  of  this 
disease  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority  should 
personally  ascertain  from  the  medical  prac- 
titioner whether  nursing  or  other  assistance  is 
needed,  and  should  arrange  for  the  provision 
of  such  assistance. 

"  The  arrangements  made  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Authorities  should  provide 
for  the  supervision  of  all  cases  in  which  inflam- 
mation of,  or  discharge  from,  the  eyes  is 
reported,  and  of  all  notified  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  and  should  include  the  provision 
of  domiciliary  nursing  and  treatment,  or  of 
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institutional  treatment  (preferably  with  the 
mother)  as  and  when  required.  The  duties  of 
health  visitors  in  this  matter  will  be  usually 
supervisory,  but  wherever  nursing  assistance 
is  not  otherwise  available,  the  health  visitor 
should  undertake  the  nursing  of  the  case  if  she 
is  qualified  to  do  so.  It  is  suggested  that  in 
the  case  of  the  larger  authorities  it  may  be 
advantageous  for  them  to  employ  specially 
trained  ophthalmia  nurses.  In  rural  areas  it 
may  be  difficult  to  arrange  for  effective  super- 
vision by  a  health  visitor,  and  the  district 
nurse,  who  may  be  also  the  midwife  in  atten- 
dance, may  not  be  properly  qualified  to  under- 
take the  skilled  nursing  of  a  case  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  In  such  circumstances  it  may  be 
necessary  to  provide  a  special  nurse  or  to 
arrange  for  the  admission  of  the  child,  and  if 
possible,  the  mother  also,  to  a  hospital  for 
treatment." 

Copies  of  the  Regulations,  "  Public  Health, 
England,  Prevention  of  Epidemic,  Endemic  or 
Infectious  Diseases,"  No.  971,  are  obtainable, 
price  id.  net,  from  H.M.  Stationery  Office, 
Adastral  House,  Kingsway,  or  through  any 
bookseller. 


BLIND  STUDENTS   WHO   HAVE 
TAKEN  DEGREES 

BLINDED  at  Ypres  when  18  years  of  age, 
Hugh  Arthur  Stayt,  of  Caius  College, 
has  been  admitted  to  the  Bachelor's  degree  at 
Cambridge,  after  taking  honours  in  two 
tripos — a  remarkable  achievement.  He  was 
assisted  in  his  studies  by  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Sir  Frank  Dyson,  Astronomer  Royal,  and  by 
friends  at  Caius,  with  whom  he  attended 
lectures.  He  had  some  Braille  books,  but  for 
his  instruction  was  dependent  on  the  spoken 
word  of  his  tutor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Hunkin,  the 
lecturers  and  his  friends.  Last  year  he  took  a 
second  class  in  the  Historical  Tripos,  Part  I, 
and  a  short  while  ago  he  sat  for  the  Anthro- 
pological Tripos,  and  took  a  first  class. 

*  *  * 

The  performance  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Dowdell,  of 
St.  John's,  Oxford,  who  obtained  a  first  class 
in  Philosophy,  Politics,  and  Economics,  is 
remarkable  for  the  fact  that  he  has  been  blind 

from  birth. 

*  *  * 

Among  the  students  to  receive  degrees  at 
the  Birmingham  University  was  a  blind  student, 


Leslie  Pritchard,  who  became  a  Bachelor  of 
Commerce.  He  secured  a  scholarship  of  £50 
from  Gardner's  Trust,  and  passed  through  the 
various  sessions  at  very  much  the  same  pace 
as  his  sighted  colleagues. 

ROYAL   NORMAL   COLLEGE 

ON  the  21st  July  the  Duchess  of  Atholl, 
M.P.,  presided  at  the  annual  prize 
festival  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  and  distributed  the 
prizes. 

Among  those  present  were  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden  (president),  Lord  Lamington 
(chairman),  the  Mayors  and  Mayoresses  of 
Croydon,  Lambeth,  Deptford  and  Lewisham, 
General  Sir  Archibald  Hunter,  Sir  Edward 
Thesiger,  Dr.  Eichholz  (of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation), members  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
and  the  Principal  (Mr.  Guy  M.  Campbell). 

The  visitors  were  shown  pupils  at  work, 
and  displays  of  roller  skating,  dancing, 
gymnastics  and  scouts'  and  girl  guides'  work 
were  given.  There  were  also  interesting 
musical  programmes. 

The  Duchess  of  Atholl  warmly  congratu- 
lated the  pupils  on  their  successes  and  on  the 
many  wonderful  things  they  had  shown  the 
visitors.  These,  she  said,  were  days  when  the 
State  realised  its  responsibilities  towards  blind 
people  ;  but  it  would  be  a  sad  day  if  all  volun- 
tary help  were  rendered  unnecessary,  for 
voluntary  effort  enriched  our  national  life. 
She  hoped  the  College  would  never  lack 
friends  to  help  it  to  carry  on  the  work  it  did 
so  well. 

Among  diplomas  and  certificates  gained 
during  the  year  were  : — Pianoforte  Teacher 
Licentiateship  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music 
by  Audrey  Lidington  and  Elsie  Whitehead  ; 
Associateship  of  the  Royal  College  of  Organists 
(Sawyer  prize)  by  David  Williams  ;  Associate- 
ship  of  Trinity  College  of  Music  by  Samuel 
Kenworthy,  Stanley  Lee,  Bert  Slee,  and 
William  Townsend  ;  and  Associateship  of  the 
London  College  of  Music  by  Richard 
Ephraums,  Allen  Fielden  and  Charles  Paint. 


MR.  ROBERT  CRAMP,  a  blind  teacher 
of  the  blind,  who  has  died  at  the  age 
of  91,  was  for  twenty-five  years  a  Scripture 
reader  and  teacher  to  the  blind  of  Croydon. 
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RUSH  WORK— II 


O  produce  good  work  one  must 
know  what  good  work  is,  and 
there  is  no  better  way  of  acquiring 
this  knowledge  than  by  having 
actual  examples  of  good  craftsman- 
ship to  examine  at  leisure.  In  pro- 
viding such  examples  in  the  form  of 
loan  collections,  the  Dryad  Handi- 
crafts, of  42  St.  Nicholas  Street, 
Leicester,  is  rendering  a  valuable 
service  to  teachers  and  workers. 
Four  specimens  from  their  loan  collection  of 
Rush  Work  are  used  by  kind  permission  to 
illustrate  this  article,  and  the  writer  also  ac- 
knowledges 
other  practi- 
c  a  1  help 
courteously 
given  by  this 
firm.  In  the 
making  of 
the  following 
exa  mp  1  es, 
either  green 
or  golden 
rush  may  be 
used  or  a 
judicious 
combination 
of  the  two. 
The  rush  is 
damped  be- 
fore use,  as 
described  in 
previous  article. 

Rush  Plaits  and  Twists. — As  previously 
stated,  rush  plait  can  be  made  by  the  worker, 
but  owing  to  the  low  price  at  which  imported 
plait  is  sold  the  work  is  not  very  remunerative. 
The  simplest  plait  is  the  three-strand  which  is 
begun  by  tying  three  butts  together  and 
hooking  them  over  a  nail  or  other  convenient 
projection.  The  left  hand  is  placed  palm 
uppermost,  so  that  the  rushes  lie  along  the  tips 
of  the  fingers  with  the  thumb  above  them,  and 
the  plaiting  is  done  with  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  the  right  hand,  each  of  the  rushes 
being  brought  in  turn  to  the  centre.  A  new 
rush  is  added  by  placing  its  butt  above  the  old 
rush  and  working  the  two  together  for  a  short 
distance.     The  work  should  be  arranged  so 


Four   Specimens   of  Rush   Work  {Dryad  Handicrafts) 


that  new  rushes  are  inserted  at  regular  intervals 
along  the  plait ;  all  ends  are  left  on  top,  which 
becomes  the  "  wrong "  side  when  plait  is 
used.  Stouter  three-strand  plaits  may  be 
formed  by  working  two  or  more  rushes 
together  as  one.  Plaits  of  five,  seven,  nine, 
or  even  more  strands  are  made  in  a  similar  way 
to  the  three-strand,  the  outer  rush  being  taken 
from  each  side  alternately  and  woven  over  and 
under  the  others  to  the  centre. 

A  two-strand  rush  twist  is  identical  in  con- 
struction with  the  material  known  as  twisted 
sea-grass,  in  which  two  single  twists  are 
twisted  one  about  the  other,  the  tendency  of 

one  to  un- 
twist being 
opposite  to 
and  counter- 
acted by  the 
other.  Tie 
two  butts 
together  and 
secure  them 
as  before, 
and,  af  t  e  r 
twisting  both 
rushes  singly 
from  left  to 
right  for  a 
short  dis- 
tance,  bring 
the  right- 
hand  twist 
over  the  left- 
hand  one,  and  continue  repeating  these 
two  movements,  adding  a  new  rush  when 
necessary.  A    four-strand    twist    can    be 

formed  by  taking  two  two-strand  twists  and 
twisting  them  one  about  the  other  in  the 
opposite  direction  to  that  in  which  the  two- 
strand  twist  is  worked. 

Rush  Pairing. — A  very  pleasing  effect  is 
produced  in  baskets,  table  mats,  etc.,  by  the. 
method  known  in  basketry  as  pairing.  Two 
single  rushes  are  used,  the  left-hand  one  being 
taken  in  front  of  the  upright  on  its  right,  over 
the  other  rush,  behind  the  second  upright  and 
to  the  front  again,  this  being  repeated  with 
each  rush  alternately.  Round  table  mats  with 
"  spokes  "  of  No.  6  cane  filled  in  with  rush 
pairing    are    both    serviceable    and    artistic ; 
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sections   of  pairing   may   be   introduced  into 
cane  or  willow  baskets  also. 

Woven  Rush  Work. — In  this  class  of  work 
the  thinner  top  portion  of  the  rush  is  discarded, 
and  the  remainder  flattened  between  the  fore- 
finger and  thumb  before  use.  The  work  con- 
sists mainly  of  simple  over  and  under  weaving, 
one  set  of  rushes  corresponding  to  the  stakes, 
and  another  set  to  the  randing  in  basketry. 
The  method  is  illustrated  by  the  following 
brief  description  of  a  table  mat  seven  inches 
square  : — Procure  some  drawing  pins  and  a 
piece  of  stout  cardboard  or  thin  wood  five 
inches  square  ;  the  difference  in  size  between 
the  latter  and  the  finished  mat  being  accounted 
for  by  a  i  in.  margin  all  round,  which  must  be 
allowed  for  when  making  the  mat.  Cut  out 
about  24  pieces  of  rush  eight  inches  in  length, 
and  begin  the  weaving  at  corner  of  board, 
using  the  pins  to  fasten  work  wherever 
necessary.  The  mat  is  completed  by  working 
two  or  three  rounds  of  pairing  with  coloured 
raffia  right  round  and  close  up  to  edge  of 
board,  and  lastly  cutting  the  ends  of  rush  off  in 
a  straight  line  one  inch  beyond  edge  of  board. 

Bags  or  baskets  are  made  on  the  same 
principle,  using  in  this  case  a  box  of  the  required 
size  and  shape  round  which  to  weave  the  bag. 
The  bottom  is  made  in  the  same  way  as  the 
mat,  but  the  pieces  of  rush  must  be  cut  long 
enough  to  pass  up  sides  or  ends  of  box  with 
an  extra  three  inches  at  each  end  for  bordering. 
After  the  bottom  has  been  made  and  secured 
with  pins,  the  uprights  are  turned  up  with  two 
rounds  of  rush  pairing  and  the  siding  pro- 
ceeded with,  a  new  rush  being  added  by  working 
the  two  ends  as  one  for  a  short  distance.  When 
a  sufficient  depth  has  been  reached,  two  rounds 
of  pairing  with  rush  or  coloured  raffia  are 
worked  and  a  plain  three-rod  border  as  used 
in  pulp  cane  work,  each  rush  being  twisted 
before  being  brought  down.  The  bag  is  com- 
pleted by  the  addition  of  a  handle  at  either 
side,  the  two-strand  twist  described  above 
being  employed. 

Rush  Plait  in  Basket  Work. — The  present 
writer  agrees  with  Mr.  Okey  in  claiming  that 
the  proper  unit  of  basket  work  is  the  single 
willow,  cane,  rush,  etc.,  and  that  ready-made 
plaits  are  inartistic.  The  latter  are,  however, 
used  to  a  large  extent  in  basket  work,  and  if 
not  too  large  do  not  look  unsightly.  The 
cane  and  rush  plait  basket  in  the  Dryad 
collection  is  a  round  open  one,  specifications 
as    follows  : — Diameter    of   bottom,    5   ins. ; 


10  bottom  sticks  of  No.  16  cane  ;  39  doubled 
stakes  of  No.  6  ;  three  rounds  of  upsetting  ; 
basket  sided  with  small  rush  plait  to  a  depth 
of  z\  ins.  ;  two  rounds  of  top  waling  ;  track 
border,  each  double  stake  passing  in  front  of 
the  next  two,  behind  the  next  one,  in  front  of 
two  again,  and  the  ends  left  inside  ;  inside 
diameter  at  top,  9  ins. 

A.  G.  K. 

OBITUARY 

WE  regret  to  announce  the  death  at 
Basle,  Switzerland,  of  Mr.  Henry  von 
Niederhausern,  late  librarian  of  the  Northern 
Counties  Library  for  the  Blind.  A  term  of 
devoted  service  for  the  blind  extending  well 
over  half  a  century  is  thus  brought  to  a  close. 
Ever  since  his  eighteenth  year  Mr.  von 
Niederhausern  had  been  interested  in  the 
cause  of  the  blind.  Some  5  5  years  ago  he 
received  an  appointment  under  the  Northern 
Counties  Blind  Society,  when  its  headquarters 
were  situated  at  Morpeth.  He  remained  with 
the  society  up  to  the  time  of  its  amalgamation 
with  the  Tynemouth  Blind  Welfare  Society  ; 
later  it  was  removed  to  Durham  and  subse- 
quently to  North  Shields,  where  he  continued 
to  act  as  Superintendent. 

Mr.  von  Niederhausern  founded  a  library 
with  twelve  books  which  became  so  great 
a  success  that  when  the  work  of  the 
Northumberland  and  Durham  Association  was 
taken  over  by  the  Tynemouth  Blind  Welfare 
Society,  the  library  comprised  over  7,000 
volumes. 

At  one  time  he  travelled  throughout 
Durham,  Northumberland,  Cumberland  and 
North  Yorkshire  as  a  home  teacher,  but  latterly 
confined  his  activities  to  the  book  department. 
He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  many  whom 
he  served  so  faithfully  and  so  well. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  ORGANISTS 

AT  the  July  examination  at  the  R.C.O., 
Mr.  J.  Eric  Hunt  was  successful  in 
obtaining  the  Fellowship,  and  Mr.  Albert 
Etchells  the  Associateship  Diploma ;  while 
the  third  blind  candidate  passed  in  paper  work. 
Mr.  Hunt  was  trained  at  the  Worcester 
College  for  the  Blind,  and  has  since  studied 
under  Mr.  G.  D.  Cunningham,  while  Mr. 
Etchells  had  his  training  at  Henshaw's  Blind 
Asylum,  Manchester. 


THE    BEACON 

NOTES    FROM    ABROAD 


15 


OME  interesting  comparisons  be- 
tween the  French  and  German 
laws  governing  the  compulsory 
employment  of  the  severely  dis- 
abled are  given  by  Dr.  Kraemer 
in  the  June  number  of  "  Beitrage 
zum  Blindenbildungswesen."  The 
general  principle  of  the  laws  is  the 
same,  namely,  that  certain  workers 
with  a  serious  physical  disability 
shall  be  provided,  under  State 
sanctions,  with  work  and  wages.  In  France, 
however,  only  those  blind  who  lost  their 
sight  in  the  Great  War  can  claim  the  benefit 
of  the  Act,  while  in  Germany  the  law  has 
been  extended  to  include  the  civilian  blind  ; 
and,  though  war-blinded  and  those  blinded 
"by  accident  have  preference,  their  number  is 
comparatively  small.  In  Germany  firms  with 
more  than  twenty  employees  are  required  to 
reserve  two  per  cent,  of  the  places  for  the 
severely  disabled,  i.e.,  those  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  war  wound  or  an  accident  sus- 
tained in  the  course  of  their  employment,  are 
reduced  to  at  least  one-half  in  their  capacity 
to  earn  a  living.  In  France  the  number  of 
places  to  be  reserved  in  each  particular  branch 
of  industry  is  settled  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
in  consultation  with  the  provincial  authority 
for  the  war-disabled,  but  may  not  exceed  ten 
per  cent.  Those  who  are  reduced  eighty  per 
cent,  or  more  in  their  capacity  to  earn  a  living 
— and  these  include  the  blind — are  counted 
double  in  respect  of  the  obligation  of  employ- 
ment, probably  owing  to  the  legally  recog- 
nised consideration  that  this  class  is  more 
especially  a  tax  on  a  firm.  The  French  law 
also  provided  for  a  two  years'  breathing  space, 
within  which  firms  were  obliged  to  employ 
war-disabled  only  where  they  were  in  a 
position  to  do  so,  or  where  posts  became 
vacant  through  changes  in  the  staff.  As  the 
French  law  is  dated  26th  April,  1924,  if  the 
period  has  not  been  extended  it  should  now 
be  fully  operative. 

In  the  matter  of  pay  the  French  worker  is, 
as  Kraemer  believes,  in  a  much  better  position 
than  the  German.  In  Germany,  where  the 
employer  acts  spontaneously  the  rate  of  pay  is 
purely  a  matter  between  employer  and  em- 
ployed ;  and,  where  pressure  has  to  be  exerted 
to  make  an  employer  take  on  the  prescribed 


number  of  disabled  men,  the  terms  of  service, 
including  the  amount  of  remuneration,  are 
fixed  by  the  after-care  authority,  which  is 
bound,  however,  to  follow  the  scale  of  wages 
or  the  local  rates  existing  in  the  particular  case. 
In  France,  on  the  other  hand,  the  wages  of  the 
war-disabled  are  fixed  by  a  State  Commission 
composed  of  a  judge,  a  medical  officer,  a 
representative  of  the  war-disabled,  and  em- 
ployer and  employee.  The  wages  to  be  paid 
must  not  be  lower  than  the  rates  obtaining  in 
the  particular  branch  of  industry  prevailing  in 
the  given  district.  Only  where  the  efficiency 
of  the  disabled  worker  is  clearly  less  than  that 
of  the  average  able-bodied  worker  can  a 
reduction  of  wages  be  effected,  either  by  the 
parties  themselves  or  through  the  Committee. 
This  reduction  is  not  to  exceed  twenty  per  cent, 
if  the  output  of  the  disabled  worker  is  at  least 
half  that  of  the  able-bodied.  If  the  efficiency 
of  the  disabled  man  does  not  reach  this  last 
limit,  his  wages  may  be  reduced  to  as  much  as 
half  the  average  wage  for  the  able-bodied 
worker. 

The  German  method  of  enforcing  emplov- 
ment  has  no  comparison  in  the  French  law. 
Instead,  it  is  provided  that  every  employer  who 
does  not  employ  the  prescribed  number  of 
war-disabled  shall  pay  a  redemption  tax  of 
six  francs  for  every  working  day  for  every 
war-disabled  man  not  so  employed.  Kraemer 
considers  that  this  method  is  much  better  than 
the  German,  as  the  position  of  a  disabled 
man  thrust  upon  an  unwilling  employer 
under  State  penalties  can  hardly  be  an  enviable 
one. 

Finally,  Kraemer  considers  that  the  heavily- 
disabled  in  Germany  are  better  protected  against 
dismissal  than  the  war-disabled  in  France. 
The  former  can  only  be  dismissed  with  the 
consent  of  the  after-care  authority,  and  then 
only  for  some  important  reason,  such  as  gross 
misconduct  or  utter  incapacity.  As  a  rule,  this 
consent  is  only  given  when  the  worker  is 
assured  of  a  more  suitable  post  elsewhere.  The 
French  law  confines  itself  to  providing  that 
notice  of  discharge  in  the  case  of  war-disabled 
with  over  sixty  per  cent,  incapacity  shall  be 
two  months  or  two  weeks,  according  to 
whether  the  man  in  question  is  a  clerk  or  a 
workman.  *         ±         * 
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THE    BEACON 


IN  "The  World's  Health,"  a  review 
published  by  the  League  of  Red  Cross 
Societies,  Senor  Antonio  Las  Heras  Hervas, 
discussing  the  position  of  the  blind  in  general 
and  in  Spain  in  particular,  says  : — 

"Spain  numbers  nearly  25,000  blind,  of 
whom  300  attend  special  institutions  of  ap- 
prenticeship, and  250  work  at  occupations 
suited  to  their  state.  There  are  about  200,000 
individuals  deprived  of  sight,  speaking  the 
Spanish  language. 

"  The  blind  are  now  capable  of  employment 
in  the  most  varied  occupations  ;  but,  like  those 
endowed  with  sight,  their  ability  also  varies. 
Production  amongst  them  differs  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  work,  being  50  per  cent,  in 
manual  labour,  75  per  cent,  in  industrial  work, 
and  100  per  cent,  in  the  professions.  The 
'  Casa  de  la  Lu%y  del  Trabajo  '  (The  House  of 
Light  and  Labour)  furnishes  employment  for 
the  blind  in  twenty  different  industries,  inclu- 
ding the  manufacture  of  slippers,  feather 
dusters,  mats,  brooms,  brushes,  shoes,  paper- 
bags,  cardboard  boxes,  wicker-work  articles, 
games,  hosiery,  cigars,  the  caning  and  rush- 
weaving  of  chairs,  bookbinding,  spinning, 
carpet-weaving,  etc.  There  are  also  piano 
tuners,  masseurs  and  typists.  In  calculating 
the  scale  of  production,  allowance  has  been 
made  for  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  blind, 
much  more  than  that  of  those  possessing  sight, 
requires  a  special  technical  education,  and  all 
the  measures  of  protection  against  industrial 
and  other  risks. 

"In  Spain,  experiments  have  been  made  in 
forty  different  industries  in  which  the  blind  can 
be  employed.  Separately,  I  have  encountered 
blind  persons  amongst  fishermen,  farmers, 
professors,  actors,  newsvendors,  vendors  of 
lottery  tickets,  public  criers,  journalists, 
priests,  monks,  nuns,  music  composers, 
lawyers,  manufacturers,  business  men,  itin- 
erant musicians,  organists,  doctors  and  com- 
positors. I  have  indeed  observed  in  ten  great 
Spanish  industries  quantities  of  work  which 
the  blind  could  perform  with  precision  and 
the  maximum  of  output,  such  as  radio-tele- 
phony, tobacco  manufacture,  perfumery,  soap- 
making,  paper-making,  chocolate  manufacture, 
cap-making,  and  the  making  of  cakes,  candles, 
etc.  It  is  evident  that  one  cannot  incorporate  in 
industry  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  blind 
population,,  which  in  Spain  represents  more 
than  io,oqo  individuals,  consuming  to-day 
10,000,000  pesetas  annually  in  living  expenses, 
when  they  could  produce  20,000,000.    It  is  for 


these  reasons  that  the  problem  of  the  blind  is 
a  social  and  economic  problem  which  demands 
in  every  country  a  general  law  of  co-operation." 

«*» 

BARCLAY 

WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN 

THE  twentieth  annual  report  of  the 
Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women 
points  to  steady  progress  in  and  expansion  of 
the  work. 

There  are  now  58  blind  women  receiving 
assistance,  of  whom  36  were  trained  at  the 
Barclay  Home  at  Brighton.  Extension  of 
workroom  accommodation  having  become  an 
urgent  necessity,  the  Committee  have  pur- 
chased the  27  years'  lease  of  19  Crawford 
Street,  which  will,  it  is  thought,  entail  expenses 
which  approximate  £4,000  for  re-building.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  numerous  friends  of  the 
workshop  will  help  in  raising  some  £5,000  to 
pay  off  debts  and  provide  for  the  re-building 
and  equipment  of  the  new  premises. 

Sales  increase  from  year  to  year,  their  total 
value  for  the  period  under  review  being 
£7,379,  as  compared  with  £6,567  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  workshop  has  received  an  allocation 
of  £928  from  the  Greater  London  Fund  for 
the  Blind  during  the  year.  Wages  paid  to 
blind  workers  totalled  £1,259,  exclusive  of 
augmentation. 

Specimens  of  the  work  woven  by  the  blind 
women  were  shown  at  the  International 
Exhibition  of  Modern  Decorative  Art  in  Paris, 
and  a  bronze  medal  and  a  mention  were 
awarded. 

The  report  states  that  the  National  In- 
stitute's Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home  at 
St.  Leonards-on-Sea  has  already  proved  of 
great  benefit  to  a  number  of  their  workers. 

MR.  B.  P.  JONES,  superintendent  of 
instruction  of  blind  and  deaf  children 
in  London,  is  retiring  after  25  years'  service. 
Mr.  Jones  was  born  at  Llandyssul,  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Margate, 
and  later  became  headmaster  of  the  West  of 
England  Institution  for  the  Deaf  at  Exeter. 

A  reception  in  his  honour  was  held  at  the 
London  County  Hall,  when  Lady  Lawrence 
(chairman  of  the  London  County  Council 
Special  Service  Sub-Committee)  presided. 
Many  teachers  and  officials  were  present  to 
show  their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Jones'  long 
and  zealous  service. 
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Progress. — The  Kings  of  Latvia — The  White  Elephant — 
About  Soap — Hawaiian  Surf-Rider — A  Fire  at  Lords — - 
Our  Prize  Competitions — Advertisements — Matters  of 
the  Moment  :  Henry  Stainsby  Memorial  Fund  ;  Guild 
of  Blind  Gardeners  ;  Massage  Examination  ;  1926  Key 
to  Braille  Music  Notation — The  Bounteous  Leader — 
Shakespeare's  Physiology — Held  up  by  Locusts — Oriel 
College,  Oxford — A  Page  of  Nuggets — Question  Box — 
French  Page — Freddy's  Ship  (continued).  Supplements: 
"  Progress  "  Chess  ;  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  : 
Man's  Knitted  Cardigan  ;  Broad  Basket  Pattern  ; 
Announcements.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Fiction:  Truth's  Elder  Sister — The 
Chinese  Connection  with  South  Africa — Lines  to  a  Beloved 
Lady  on  attaining  her  Eightieth  Year — The  Enemies  of 
Talk — Sensation  in  Plants — The  Successor  of  the  Sword 
— Iida  :  A  Zulu  Farm  Labourer — Correspondence — 
Psychology  of  the  Show.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and 
abroad,  lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — Mr.  William  Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac, 
Oxon. — Royal  College  of  Organists — Notes  and  News 
Concerning  the  Blind — Special  Notice — The  Difference 
of  a  Chord.  Supplements  :  Braille  Music  Reviews  ; 
Announcements.  Insets  :  Piano  :  Schulbrede  Tune, 
No.  7,  Parry  ;  Song  :  "  Rest  at  Mid-day,"  by  J.  Hamil- 
ton. (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

Massage  Journal. — The  Problem  of  Rheumatic  Infection 
in  Children — News  in  the  Massage  World — Minutes. 
Supplement  :  Colour  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease  ; 
Minutes  (continued  from  Journal)  ;  Treatment  of 
Corns  ;  Announcements.  (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 


Channels  of  Blessing. — Christianity  in  Modern  Life — 
Trusting  Jesus — Notes  on  the  Book  of  Proverbs — The 
Wheels  of  Time — Missions — Our  Letter  from  India — A 
Bit  of  Blue  Sky — Explanation  of  Texts — Our  Post  Bag 
— Prayer  Union — Paul  Kanamori  and  the  Great  Earth- 
quake— With  Christ  in  the  School  of  Prayer.  Inset  : 
"Channels  of  Blessing"  Supplement:  God's  Love; 
Tools  for  Teachers. 

Santa  Lucia. — Shingled  with  a  Stone — The  Sphinx  set 
Free — Mrs.  Bloomer — The  Song  that  Failed — Dragons 
of  the  Deep — My  Friend  the  Owl — Wrychester  Paradise 
(Chapters  XXI-XXII),  by  J.  S.  Fletcher— Story  of  a 
Singer — By  the  Walls  of  Jerusalem — Thought  for  the 
Month — Europe's  Heavy  Load.  (Is.  8d.  per  month, 
post  free.) 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  oi  the  National  Union  of 
the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — The  Prevention  of 
Blindness  (concluded) — Infinitesimal  Calculus — Favour- 
ite Quotations — Correspondence — The  Poet's  Corner — 
Blind  Workers  in  Conference — Colonial  Notes — Adver- 
tisements and  General  Notices — Life  and  Letters — 
News  Items.  Supplements  :  Literary  :  "  Shelley's 
Italy  "  ;  "  What  is  Life  ?  "  Announcements.  Music  : 
"What  is  Music?"  by  C.  T. ;  "The  Butterfly"  (Char- 
acteristic Rondo),  by  Hemann.  (Subscription  :  Inland 
and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Braille  Mail.  Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed 
Braille.  It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of 
the  world  and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
affairs  in  general.  (Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free,  inland   and   abroad.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad  lis.  6d.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in  Moon 
type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news  of  the 
world.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


Moon  Magazine. — The  Hero,  by  Aston  Wyld — The  Love 
Test,  bv  William  Freeman — Gold  Mines  in  Britain — 
P.C.  100  :  Not  Out— Oriel  College,  Oxford— World's 
Biggest  Windmill — Fills.  (Subscription  •  Inland  and 
abroad,  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 


Home  Teacher  required  (sighted)  for  Town  and  County  of 
Northamptonshire.  Salary,  £150  per  annum.  Travelling 
expenses  paid.  Apply,  stating  previous  experience,  and 
enclosing  copies  of  testimonials,  to  Horace  E.  Lacey, 
15  Guildhall  Road,  Northampton. 

WANTED,  Female  Home  Teacher  to  work  in  the  North- 
umberland County  area.  Commencing  salary,  ("160  ; 
must  be  under  30  years  of  age  and  possess  the  Home 
Teachers'  Certificate  or  give  a  written  undertaking  to 
obtain  the  same  within  two  years.  Applications  to  be 
made  (with  copies  of  three  recent  testimonials)  to  The 
Secretary,  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind, 
Consett  Chambers,  Pilgrim  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
not  later  than  September  14th,  1926. 


Manager  wanted  at  Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind, 
Newcastle.  Number  of  Employees,  58.  Industries  : 
basket,  bedding  and  mat  making,  and  chair  caning. 
Salary,  £300  per  annum,  with  free  house,  heating  and 
lighting.  Experience  in  similar  institution  essential. 
Applications  stating  age,  experience,  together  with 
copies  of  testimonials,  to  be  addressed  to  Chairman, 
Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind,  Breamish  Street, 
Newcastle,  and  endorsed  "  Manager,"  will  be  received 
up  to  the  16th  September,  1926. 


THE  BEACON-  Advertisement. 


Games  and  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 

obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


GAMES    FOR    THE    BLIND.— Draughts,    Russian    Fives,    Chess,    Chess   and  Draughts   Outfit,    Cheery 
Families,  Bridge  and   Whist  Cards,  Patience  Cards. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND.— 1  Correspondence  Tablets  ;  2  Braillette  Board ;  3  Pocket  Postcard 
Writing  Frame ;  4  Two-lined  Pocket  Guide  for  Giant  Dots  ;  5  Four-lined  Pocket  Frame  ;  6  Two-lined 
interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel;     10  Braille   Watch; 

11   Compasses. 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.).  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London,  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

for  ihf  Blind.  224-6-8  Gt.  Portland  Street  London   W.l 
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MUSIC 

The    prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 


Church — 
7302     N.I.B.  Carol  Booklet,  No.  4. 
Organ — 


Seven  Carols  by  Blind  Musicians  and  Blind  Poets  (vertical  score) 


7303  Prelude  and  Fugue  in  C,  Vol.  2,  No.  1,  by  Bach  (Bar  by  bar)  

7304  Fantasy-Prelude,  by  Charles  Macpherson  (Bar  by  bar) 

7305  Sonata  No.  6  in  E  minor,  by  G.  Merkel  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7306  Intermezzo  in  A  flat,  by  Tertius  Noble  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size      ..  ..  .  . 

7307  "  Allendale,"  No.  3  of  "  Scenes  in  Northumberland,"  by  F.  H.  Wood  (Bar  by  bar) 

7308  St,udy  in  G,  by  John  Stanley  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

7309  "  A  Musical  Jig-Saw,"  arr.  by  A.  W.  Aston  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7310  Valse  Suite  (Three  fours),  by  Coleridge-Taylor  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7311  "  Pierrette  and  Pierrot,"  by  F.  Corbett  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7312  First  Solo  Book,  by  Tobias  Matthay  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7313  The  Very  First  Steps  in  Pianoforte  Teaching,  by  Arthur  Somervell  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano  Duets — 

"  Old  King  Cole,"  and  other  Nursery  Songs,  arranged  by  Ernest  Newton  : — 

7314  Primo  Parts  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7315  Secondo  Parts  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size.  .  . ,    .      ... 
Dance — 

7316  "  Valse  Appassionata,"  by  A.  W.  Ketelbey  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7317  "  Bobadilla,"  Song  One-Step,  by  P.  Luna  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Songs — 

7318  "  Love  in  her  Eyes  sits  Playing,"  Recit.  and  Air  from  "  Acis  and  Galatea,  "  by  Handel  (E  flat  : 

pocket  size 

7319  "  Mother  Carey,"  by  Frederick  Keel  (C  minor  :    Compass  B,  to  E'),  pocket  size     .  . 

7320  "  Ettrick,"  by  Graham  Peel  (G  :   Compass  B,  to  F'  natural) 
7325     "  Little  Brown  Bees,"  by  Graham  Peel  (C  :  Compass  C  to  E'),  pocket  size.  . 

7321  "  I  heard-  a  Piper  Piping,"  by  Norman  Peterkin  (E  minor  :  Compass  E  to  D    .  pocket  size 

7322  "  I  will  not  grieve  "  (Ich  grolle  nicht),  by  Schumann  (B  flat  :   Compass  B,  to  D').  . 

7323  "  Yarmouth  Fair,"  by  Peter  Warlock  (G  :  Compass  D  to  G'),  pocket  size 
Duets — 

7324  "  South    Carolina,"    No.   2  of  Two   Plantation    Songs,  by   H.   D.  Statham  (arranged  for  Two  Sopranos,  with 

Accompaniment  for  Violins  or  Pianofortes),  pocket  size    .  . 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The   prices    of     the    following   publications    are    subject   to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 


Fiction — 
7023-32     "  Twenty  Years  After,"  by  Alexander  Dumas,  10  vols. 

7247     "  The  Next  Time  and  The  Coxon  Fund,"  from  "  The  Lesson  of  the  Master."  by  Henry  James 
7249-7252     "  The  Dead  Secret,"  by  Wilkie  Collins,  4  vols 


per  vol.     8     9 
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per  vol.     9     3 


MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications   are  subject  to    a   reduction  of   two-thirds  for  the 
blind    resident   in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 


2359      Poems,  by  Rudyard  Kipling 
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NOT    A    CLASS,    BUT    A    WORLD 


HERE  has  always  been  a  regrettable 
tendency  among  the  general  public 
to  regard  blind  people  as  a  definite 
class  with  characters,  tastes,  habits 
and  desires  circumscribed  and 
tightly  compressed  by  their  phy- 
sical handicap.  It  says  much  for  the 
enterprise  and  courage  of  the  blind 
that  they  have  so  often  broken  the 
bounds  so  insistently  prescribed 
them  by  public  opinion ;  but  in 
spite  of  the  many  examples  of  versatility  the 
blind  world  affords,  that  world  is  still  confined 
by  many  millions  of  intelligent  human  beings 
to  a  "  class."  To  an  average  person  the  word 
"  blind  "  conveys  as  definite  an  image  as  the 
words  "  agricultural  labourer,"  "  miner," 
"  typist,"  "  politician,"  "  duke."  Moreover, 
while  you  would  find  many  different  though 
fixed  and  limited  ideas  of  the  characteristics  of 
a  peer  or  of  a  plumber,  you  would  find  an  extra- 
ordinary similarity  in  the  fixed  and  limited 
ideas  of  the  characteristics  of  a  blind  man. 

This  similarity  of  conception  is  truly  extra- 
ordinary, because  it  is  founded  on  a  fallacy. 
Whereas  it  is  feasible  to  conclude  that  peers 
have  a  certain  pride  and  interest  in  landed 
estates  and  plumbers  a  certain  pride  and 
interest  in  pipes,  there  is  really  no  single 
interest  which  binds  the  blind  together 
beyond  an  interest  common  to  every  individual 
in  this  workaday  world — the  wish  to  progress 
and  the  ambition  to  overcome  obstacles.  So 
that  the  interests  of  a  blind  peer  and  those  of  a 
blind  plumber  would  be  as  different  as,  pre- 
sumably, are  those  of  a  peer  and  a  plumber 


with  eyesight.  Of  course,  those  interests  may 
now  and  then  incline  towards  each  other — 
plumber  and  peer  may  coalesce  in  detestation 
of  taxes,  and  two  blind  men  may  meet  on 
common  ground  as  Braille  enthusiasts — but  it 
is  essential  in  all  work  for  the  blind  to  recognise 
at  the  outset  that  the  blind  world  is  a  world  in 
miniature,  composed  of  individuals  as  funda- 
mentally diverse  and  as  widely  separated  in 
ambitions  and  desires  as  the  individual  com- 
ponents of  the  seeing  world. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  this  constant 
and  ineradicable  variation  in  aims  and  objects 
is  necessarily  praiseworthy.  We  should  like 
to  see  every  man  and  woman  in  the  world 
striving  towards  peace  and  practical  Chris- 
tianity ;  we  should  like  to  see  every  blind 
person  imbued  with  the  principles  which 
would  make  the  complete  conquest  of  blind- 
ness a  reality  and  not  an  ideal.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  similarity  of  object  in  every 
individual  does  not  exist  in  this  world,  and 
that  the  blind  share  with  those  who  see,  not 
only  the  virtues  but  the  failings  of  human 
nature. 

In  actual  work  for  the  blind,  we  have  said 
that  it  is  essential  to  recognise  the  blind  world 
as  a  miniature  world  and  not  as  a  small  separate 
section  of  the  world.  But  the  man  or  woman 
who,  without  being  engaged  in  actual  work 
for  the  blind,  frequently  comes  into  social 
contact  with  them,  need  not  trouble  about 
worlds  or  miniature  worlds  at  all.  In  society 
a  blind  man  should  simply  be  Mr.  Smith  (grey 
hair,  blind,  charming  manner),  just  as  a  man 
with  eyesight  may  be  Mr.   Jones  (blue  eyes, 
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lame,  morose).  When  meeting  and  conversing 
with  blind  people,  bracket  their  blindness  with 
other  qualities  or  defects,  and  you  cannot  go 
far  wrong. 

Never  be  afraid  to  say  to  a  blind  man  "  Did 
you  see  so  and  so  the  other  day  ?  " — it  is 
highly  probable  that  your  blind  friend  has 
seen  far  more  of  so-and-so  with  his  perception 
than  you  with  your  eyesight.  And  do  not,  we 
implore,  discuss  his  blindness  unless  he  shows 
that  he  wishes  to  do  so.  Talk  about  finance, 
sport,  books,  theology  or  whether  "  plus 
fours  "  should  be  worn  in  the  stalls  ;  for,  in 
spite  of  blindness,  there  are  blind  financiers, 
sportsmen,  bibliomaniacs  and  theologians,  and 
blind  people  do  take  a  healthy  interest  in 
sartorial  idiosyncrasies. 

Perhaps  this  advice  appears  obvious  or  un- 
necessary. But  our  experience  is  that  there  is 
a  large  number  of  people  who  are  afflicted 
with  nervousness  in  the  company  of  blind 
people,  and  explain  it  by  their  inability  to  know 
how  to  treat  the  blind  and  what  to  say  to  them. 
In  other  words,  they  have  difficulty  to  adjust 
their  normality  to  meet  a  supposed  abnor- 
mality. The  result  is  that  their  conversation 
with  the  blind  is  strained  and  unnatural,  too 
polite,  too  acquiescent,  while  its  effect  on  the 
blind  is  very  bad.  Can  there  be  anything  more 
irritating  to  the  blind  than  to  be  "  talked 
down  to  " — as  if  their  minds  were  as  sightless 
as  their  eyes — and  more  depressing  to  them 
than  to  find  their  blindness  not  only  a  bar  to 
the  pleasures  of  vision  but  to  the  pleasures  of 
intellect  ? 

Tt  would  be  as  well  if  all  people  who  come 
into  personal  touch  with  the  blind  disciplined 
their  very  useless  and  harmful  pity  into  an 
admiration  which  can  only  inspire  the  most 
practical  sympathy  by  carrying  in  their 
memory  a  series  of  mental  pictures  of  what 
the  blind  have  achieved  in  days  gone  by. 
Remember  Timoleon,  the  blind  Sicilian 
general ;  Appius  Claudius,  before  the  Roman 
Senate ;  John  of  Bohemia,  asking  for  his 
sword  and  falling  slain  above  the  bodies  of  his 
slain  opponents  ;  Shah  Alum,  the  last  of  the 
Great  Moguls  ;  Nicase  of  Malines,  to  whom 
the  Pope  granted  a  dispensation  that  he  might 
be  ordained  a  priest  ;  our  own  immortal 
Milton  ;  John  Stanley,  the  organist  of  the 
Temple  Church,  and  successor  to  Handel  at 
Covent  Garden  ;  Euler,  the  famous  astron- 
omer, whose  inner  vision  fathomed  the 
firmament  ;  Huber,  the  celebrated  Swiss 
naturalist ;     Rushton,    the    champion    of   the 


slave  ;  the  famous  singer,  Marie  Therese  von 
Paradis  ;  Prescott  and  Parkman,  the  American 
historians  ;  Louis  Braille  and  Dr.  Moon,  the 
Gutenburgs  of  the  blind  world  ;  Dr.  Armitage, 
the  pioneer  of  Braille  printing  in  England  ; 
Henry  Fawcett,  Postmaster-General — -remem- 
ber these,  and  many  others,  and  soothly  swear 
that  the  blind  have  gained  and  worn  their  spurs 
in  the  world's  great  tourney.  Or  recollect  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  blind  to-day — -hundreds  of 
blind  people  healing  the  sick  as  masseurs  ; 
at  one  with  the  great  industrial  undertakings 
of  the  world  as  organisers,  secretaries,  tele- 
phonists, factory  hands  ;  feasting  the  music 
lover  with  gifts  of  song  and  adding  to  the 
noble  structure  of  music  their  own  rare  gems  ; 
lecturing  in  the  halls  and  classrooms  where 
they  themselves  have  triumphed  over  appar- 
ently insuperable  difficulties  ;  earning  their 
livings  or  helping  to  do  so  as  deft  handicrafts- 
men— recollect  these,  and  avow  that  the  blind 
faithfully  mirror  in  their  own  small  world  the 
struggle,  the  progress,  the  achievement  in  the 
great  unseen  world  around  them. 

We  certainly  do  not  intend  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  blind  population  of  the  world, 
taken  as  a  whole,  has  always  been  equal  in 
normal  intelligence  to  the  sighted  population. 
But  their  intelligence,  similarly  to  that  of  the 
sighted  population,  has  been  continually 
growing  since  the  dissemination  amongst  them 
of  literature.  When  Braille  was  invented,  the 
sighted  population  was  at  least  four  hundred 
years  ahead  by  the  invention  of  printing ;  but 
who  dare  affirm  from  personal  knowledge  that 
the  average  blind  man  or  woman  of  to-day 
with  a  knowledge  of  Braille  is  one  whit  behind 
in  intelligence  the  average  man  or  woman  with 
sight  who  knows  how  to  read  ? 

So,  when  next  you  meet  a  blind  person,  do 
not  become  tongue-tied  or  babble  of  senti- 
mental inanities,  but  greet  him  and  talk  to  him 
in  your  ordinary  manner.  For,  remember,  he 
is  not  a  blind  man,  but — Mr.  Smith  (grey  hair, 
blind,  charming  manner). 
ego. 

DEGREES   FOR    THE    BLIND 

THE  remarkable  work  of  the  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Upper 
Norwood,  S.E.,  is  exemplified  by  the  announce- 
ment that  no  fewer  than  60  students  of  the 
college  have  gained  the  distinction  of  A.  R .  C.  O . , 
while  the  Fellowship  has  been  gained  26  times. 
Of  the  60  who  gained  the  Associateship,  five 
were  girls,  and  of  the  Fellowship  holders,  one 
is  a  girl. 
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HEARING   LONDON 

WE  wonder  if  many  blind  people  "  hear  " 
London  as  does  the  blind  writer  of  the 
following  article  which  appeared  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Evening  News  : — 

Every  street  in  London  has  its  own  sound, 
and  as  he  goes  on  his  way  the  sensitive  ear 
of  the  blind  man  tells  him  where  he  is  with 
almost  as  much  accuracy  as  the  eyes  of  a 
normal  person. 

Once  he  has  walked  down  Whitehall  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  mistake  it  another 
time  ;  it  has  the  sound  of  hollowness,  ap- 
proaching that  of  the  big  drum  of  the 
orchestra. 

Kingsway  has  a  long  echo,  which  is 
rather  mysterious  and  is  rarely  heard  in  a 
street.  The  echo  increases  the  original 
sound  tremendously. 

The  cracked  metallic  sound  is  found  in 
not  a  few  streets,  but  nowhere  as  definitely 
as  on  Westminster  Bridge.  The  sound  is 
not  very  dissimilar  to  the  sound  of  the  bell 
of  some  village  chapel.  Waterloo  Bridge, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  what  I  can  only  in- 
dicate as  a  "  splash  "  sound,  resembling  the 
noise  of  a  car  when  it  dashes  through  pools 
of  water. 

The  precincts  of  Westminster  have  a 
muffled,  deadened,  dull  sound,  as  if  the 
roads  were  made  of  cork  or  rubber,  in  pre- 
paration for  some  great  funeral.  It  helps 
one  to  pause  and  listen,  and  expect. 
***** 

Happiness,  joy— something  that  makes 
you  want  to  dance  and  run — is  the  note  of 
certain  quarters.  Ludgate  Circus  gives 
forth  a  light,  happy,  jolly  sound,  which  helps 
me  to  start  whistling  and  singing  as  I  walk 
along. 

As  I  walk  along  Oxford  Street  there  is  a 
re-echoing  sound  of  wildness,  hurry,  hustle 
— a  high  sound  similar  to  that  of  a  runaway 
tramcar.  It  is  unique  in  that  sense  among 
London  streets. 

Cheapside  has  the  distinct  sound  of 
solidity  and  firmness,  added  to  that  of  slow- 
ness. The  sound  gives  the  impression  of 
old  age. 

The  sounds  of  the  Strand  and  Charing 
Cross  make  me  happy.  They  are  high— 
the  nearest  to  the  triumphant  a  street  can  be 
expected  to  give.  I  like  to  linger  here  and 
listen.     It  is  a  joy. 


A    GIANT   FAN 

WHAT  is  stated  to  be  the  largest  ostrich 
feather  fan  ever  made  was  executed  for 
a  theatrical  production  by  Mr.  Henry  Austin, 
of  Sydney,  who  is  blind.  Despite  his  infirmity, 
he  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  feather  ex- 
perts in  the  world.  He  went  to  Australia  in 
1882  and  introduced  the  feather  industry  there, 
building  up  a  large  business.  He  supplied 
feather  tips  which  were  used  for  the  bonnets 
of  Queen  Victoria. 

Two  years  ago  his  sight  failed,  after  years  of 
eye-strain,  and  he  became  quite  blind.  Un- 
daunted, however,  he  continued  his  work 
with  the  assistance  of  his  wife  and  two  em- 
ployees. 

The  big  fan,  which  is  his  chef  d'ceuvre,  took 
him  a  fortnight  to  complete.  It  measures 
nearly  six  feet  from  tip  to  tip  open,  but  weighs 
only  ilb.  20ZS.  though  it  has  13  blades  of 
English  ash.  Sixty  prime  ostrich  feathers 
were  employed  in  the  composition,  40  to 
cover  the  blades  and  20  cut  up  to  make  nearly 
3,000  "  flue-knots  "  which  hold  the  feathers 
together. 

Through  many  years'  experience  in  handling 
feathers,  says  a  Central  News  message,  Mr. 
Austin  can  work  them  with  ease,  and,  with  an 
assistant  to  tell  him  the  shades  resulting,  he 
daily  dyes  and  treats  his  feathers  which  go 
through  as  many  as  14  processes.  He  is  a 
well-read,  philosophical  old  gentleman,  and 
delights  in  handling  and  creating  the  beautiful 
things  he  can  no  longer  see. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  BLIND  SINGER 

WE  are  glad  to  learn  that  Mr.  Sinclair 
Logan,  L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.M.,  who  so 
frequently  contributes  to  London  and  Daven- 
try  wireless  programmes,  has  now  been  asked 
by  the  B.B.C.  to  go  on  tour.  He  is  singing  at 
Newcastle  on  Monday,  September  27th,  and 
the  other  cities  he  is  visiting  are  Aberdeen, 
Glasgow  and  Belfast. 

Mr.  Logan's  repertoire  of  songs  is  a  very 
extensive  and  varied  one,  and  the  artistic 
renderings  are  always  greatly  appreciated. 


Thales,  being  asked  what  was  the  most 
universally  enjoyed  of  all  things,  answered, 
"  Hope  ;  for  they  have  it  who  have  nothing 
else." — Epictetus, 
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THE    NATIONAL    INSTITUTE'S 
CHRISTMAS  CAROL   BOOKLET 

No.  4 

THE  magnificent  reception  accorded  to 
the  three  former  Carol  Booklets  induces 
the  Council  of  the  National  Institute  to  believe 
that  thev  are  welcomed  by  churches  and  choirs 
everywhere,  not  merely  because  of  their 
novelty  as  the  work  of  blind  poets  and  musi- 
cians, but  because  of  their  intrinsic  merit. 

Not  only  have  the  former  series  been  sung 
during  the  last  three  years  in  cathedrals  and 
important  churches  of  every  denomination — 
churches  with  highly-trained  choirs — but  they 
have  been  rendered  in  places  of  worship  with  all 
types  of  choral  equipment. 

A  special  performance  of  the  earlier  series 
may  be  mentioned  :  that  of  St.  Philip's  Church, 
West  Kensington,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
W.  H.  Hickox,  F.R.C.O.,  which  was  broadcast 
on  Sunday,  January  24th,  1925,  to  the  whole 
country  by  the  British  Broadcasting  Company. 

The  National  Institute  appeals  to  clergy, 
organists  and  choirs  to  endeavour  to  set  apart 
a  special  performance  of  the  new  series  (of 
seven  carols),  and  to  let  it  be  understood  by 
the  congregation  that  the  blind  are  the  bearers 
of  the  Christmas  message.  Surely  nothing 
could  commend  the  gospel  of  peace  and  good- 
will more  effectively  than  the  message  so 
simply  and  so  reverently  told  by  those  whose 
eyes,  sealed  in  this  world,  shall  yet  one  day 
"  behold  the  King  in  His  beauty." 

The  Carols  should  be  found  acceptable  to 
all  who  love  to  sing  or  listen  to  hymns  com- 
memorating the  joyful  celebration  of  the 
Nativity  of  Him  who  came  to  be  the  Light  of 
the  World,  and  whose  sacred  precept  was  that 
even  while  rejoicing  with  those  who  rejoice, 
those  who  weep  were  not  forgotten. 

Those  who  would  realise  what  is  involved 
in  carrying  out  this  injunction,  and  who  would 
willingly  associate  themselves  with  the  work  of 
hastening  the  time  when  the  eyes  of  the  blind 
shall  indeed  be  "  opened,"  are  invited  to 
reflect  that  each  of  the  many  and  varied  activ- 
ities of  the  National  Institute  has  been  begun 
and  is  continued  in  that  spirit  of  practical 
religion  which  seeks  to  express  itself  in 
definite,  well-conceived  methods  of  tackling 
some  phase  of  the  difficult  problem  of  how 
best  to  enable  the  blind  to  triumph  over  their 


great  deprivation  and  to  become  happy,  useful 
citizens,  trained  to  render  skilful  and  reliable 
service  in  their  several  vocations. 

In  this  truly  national  work,  the  Council  of 
the  National  Institute  invites  the  sympathetic 
co-operation  of  all,  and  the  object  of  this  Book- 
let is  to  supply  a  collection  of  Carols  of  such 
literary  and  musical  merit  as  could  be  confi- 
dently offered  to  those  who  might  like  to 
arrange  for  Carols  to  be  sung  in  aid  of  the 
Institute's  great  and  far-reaching  work. 

Our  readers  could  render  valuable  help  by 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  clergy  and 
organists  of  the  churches  they  attend  to  the 
Booklet,  and  by  acquainting  them  with  the 
fact  that  a  specimen  copy  would  gladly  be 
sent  gratis  on  request  ;  also  that  a  free  grant 
of  the  necessary  copies  would  gladly  be  made 
to  church  choirs  or  carol  parties  willing  to  set 
apart  a  collection  in  aid  of  the  work  conducted 
by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Applications  for  free  copies  (stating  how 
many  required)  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  Music  Department,  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland 
Street,  London,  W.i. 

E.  W. 


ESPERANTO    CONGRESS 

AMONG  the  Esperantisls  who  attended 
the  Congress  at  Edinburgh  this  year 
were  a  number  of  blind  enthusiasts.  During 
the  course  of  the  proceedings  they  were  enter- 
tained by  the  Directors  of  the  Royal  Blind 
Asylum.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  Chairman  of 
the  Directors,  presided,  and  welcomed  the 
guests  in  English  which  was  afterwards  inter- 
preted, and  among  those  present  were  Sir 
Robert  Usher,  Bt.,  of  Norton  and  Wells,  and 
the  Rev.  J.  Fergusson,  Corstorphine,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Edinburgh  Education 
Authority.  Professor  Cart,  Paris — through 
whom  the  blind  have  been  introduced  to 
Esperanto — was  also  present.  Dr.  Burns,  in 
extending  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  party, 
said  that  in  Scotland  facilities  were  being 
extended  to  enable  the  blind  to  have  the  same 
opportunity  of  making  a  position  for  them- 
selves in  the  world  as  those  secured  by  the 
seeing.  An  excellent  programme  was  after- 
wards provided,  consisting  largely  of  Scottish 
music, 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN     THE     WORLD     OF     THE     BLIND 

Mr.    MILES    PRIESTLEY 


ITH  this  number  of  The  Beacon  we 
have  pleasure  in  adding  the  name 
of  Mr.  Miles  Priestley  to  the  list  of 
Personalities  who  have  rendered 
distinguished  service  in  the  world 
of  the  blind.  Mr.  Priestley  has 
lived  in  Bradford,  Yorks,  all  his  life  ; 
his  connec- 
tion with 
this  work 
dates  from 
1887  when  he  was 
appointed  Secretary  of 
the  Bradford  Royal 
Institution  for  the 
Blind.  Prior  to  that 
time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  textile  trade 
where  he  received  an 
extensive  and  thorough 
training  in  business 
affairs  and  in  com- 
mercial life  generally. 
After  leaving  school  at 
an  early  age  for  em- 
ployment in 
factory  he 
himself  to 
education  at 
Continuation 
the  Bradford  Technical 
College,  and  at  a 
private  Academy.  At 
that  time  his  ambition 
was  to  become  a  com- 
mercial    traveller     for 

worsted  cloths,  dress  goods,  etc.  As  often 
happens,  the  proposed  career  was  entirely 
changed  by  what  he  regarded  as  a  distinct 
call  to  work  for  the  blind  in  1887.  On 
his  appointment  as  Secretary  of  the  Bradford 
Institution  for  the  Blind  he  entered  whole- 
heartedly into  the  work  and  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  devoted  personal  services  of 
voluntary  workers,  and  with  the  great  need 
for  extensions  and  improvements  in  every 
phase  of  the  work. 

The  generosity  in  effort,  financial  assistance, 
and  untiring  devotion  to  the  work  of  helping 
the  blind  by  the  Chairman  and  by  the  leading 


a  textile 
devoted 
further 
Evening 
Schools, 


members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Institution 
gave  an  incentive  to  Mr.  Priestley  to  use  all 
his  time  and  energy  for  the  success  of  that  work. 
For  education  and  training  there  was  only  a 
very  meagre  provision,  and  no  maintenance 
grants  during  the  training  period.  Employ- 
ment was  provided  for  approximately  10  per 
cent,  of  the  blind 
population,  under 
comfortable  conditions 
that  were  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  workers, 
but  the  remuneration 
was  very  small,  much 
below  the  amount  re- 
quired for  reasonable 
maintenance.  Small 
grants,  pensions,  and 
Poor  Law  relief  were 
disbursed  with  great 
kindness.      The  assist- 


Mr.   Miles   Priestley 


ance  so  given  was  very 
inadequate  and  at  the 
best  could  only  be  re- 
garded as  an  ameliora- 
tion. 

Mr.  Priestley  was 
soon  prompted  to  urge 
arrangements  for  a 
real  betterment  in  the 
status  of  the  whole 
blind  community. 
During  his  32  years  at 
the  Bradford  Institution 
for  the  Blind  that  desire 
was  ever  present  and  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  initiating,  and  taking  some 
part  in  one  improvement  after  another  which 
raised  the  blind  from  a  state  of  penury  to 
respectable  citizenship. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Secretary, 
Mr.  Priestley  was  appointed  Manager  and 
Secretary  and  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
Institution  with  very  considerable  success. 
During  his  period  of  office  the  number  of 
workers  increased  from  66  to  140.  The  wages 
increased  from  £2,000  to  £7,000  a  year,  and 
the  sales  increased  from  £10,160  to  £28,047. 
Four  Pension  Societies  were  founded,  Tech- 
nical    Training     Classes     established,      three 
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Homes  provided,  and  the  Workshops  con- 
siderably extended.  By  organisation,  good 
fellowship,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Muni- 
cipality, the  Guardians,  and  the  Institution 
Committee,  arrangements  were  made  that  no 
blind  person  in  Bradford  and  district  need  be 
left  uncared  for.  In  this  policy  of  the  "  open 
door,"  long  delay  and  waiting  lists  were 
avoided.  Blindness,  and  satisfactory  conduct, 
entitled  applicants  to  sympathetic  help  ac- 
cording to  the  requirements  of  each  case. 
During  the  progress  of  this  forward  move- 
ment Mr.  Priestley  was  brought  into  intimate 
association  with  the  leaders  of  the  work  for 
the  betterment  of  the  blind,  and  his  own 
activities  were  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
City  of  Bradford,  or  to  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorks.  He  was  actively  associated  with  the 
Triennial  Conferences  held  in  London,  1902, 
Edinburgh,  1905,  Manchester,  1908,  Exeter, 
191 1,  and  again  in  London,  19 14,  which  was 
probably  the  largest  Conference  and  Exhibition 
ever  held  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the 
blind.  At  the  19 14  Conference  Mr.  Priestley 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  Exhibition,  and 
he  prepared  and  read  a  paper  on  "  Blindness 
in  Adult  Life  "  which  was  well  received  and 
considered  to  be  a  very  acceptable  and  timely 
contribution.  In  reference  to  the  paper  the 
Chairman  remarked  during  discussion  "  that 
he  had  rarely  heard  a  paper  read  that  com- 
manded such  universal  approval." 

At  the  Edinburgh  Conference  in  1905  Mr. 
Priestley  was  elected  a  member  of  a  special 
committee  to  consider  the  better  and  more 
general  employment  of  the  blind.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Committee  held  in  July,  1906, 
his  recommendation  to  approach  Government 
Departments  for  a  larger  share  of  orders  for 
articles  that  were  suitable  for  the  blind  to 
make,  was  approved.  This  led  to  a  much 
improved  system  of  obtaining  Government 
contracts  for  institutions  for  the  blind.  At 
this  time  Mr.  Priestley  drafted  proposals  to  be 
embodied  in  a  "  Bill "  for  presentation  to 
Parliament  with  the  object  of  securing  legis- 
lation empowering  the  State  and  the  Munici- 
palities to  assist  voluntary  agencies  for  the 
blind  by  grants-in-aid  for  augmenting  wages, 
for  relief  to  the  unemployables,  and  orders 
for  articles  which  the  blind  could  make,  to 
assist  better  and  more  regular  employment. 

In  1906,  on  the  formation  of  the  North  of 
England  Union  of  Agencies  for  the  Blind 
(now  rhe  Northern  Counties  Association  for 
the   Blind),    Mr.    Priestley   read   a   paper    on 


"  Employment  "  which  contained  many  useful 
suggestions.  He  was  elected  a  member  and 
remained  in  active  association  with  all  develop- 
ments of  the  work  until  his  appointment 
under  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  an  Inspector 
of  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  England  and 
Wales. 

In  connection  with  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  1914-1917, 
Mr.  Priestley  was  called  to  give  evidence  on 
many  phases  of  the  work.  When  the  report 
of  that  Committee  was  issued  in  1917,  a 
representative  meeting  was  held  in  London  to 
consider  the  recommendations  made,  he  was 
invited  to  move  a  special  resolution  welcoming 
the  proposals  of  State  aid,  and  urging  the 
Government  to  set  up  without  delay  the 
suggested  "  Central  Authority  "  to  carry  out 
the  proposed  scheme.  In  this  connection  he 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  established  to  advise  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  on  general 
matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

On  the  setting  up  of  the  Blind  Welfare 
Department  under  the  Local  Government 
Board  (now  the  Ministry  of  Health)  in  1918, 
Mr.  Priestley  was  appointed  an  Inspector  of 
Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  England  and  Wales 
in  which  capacity  he  has  rendered  signal 
service  until  his  retirement  on  the  31st  August 
last  to  take  up  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Northern 
Counties  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Appreciation  of  Mr.  Priestley's  services  was 
shown  in  1909  when  the  employees  of  the 
Bradford  Institution  for  the  Blind  presented 
him  with  a  valuable  gold  watch  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  and  goodwill  after  21  years'  service  at 
the  Institution,  and  by  further  gifts  on  leaving 
the  Institution  in  1919,  from  the  employees, 
the  outside  blind,  and  also  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Bradford  Institution. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  August  last,  his  colleagues  marked 
the  occasion  by  presenting  him  with  a  silver 
ink-stand  as  a  mark  of  esteem  and  goodwill, 
and  he  received  many  letters  appreciating 
services  rendered  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Priestley  is  a  great  advocate  of  the 
voluntary  personal  service  in  connection  with 
schemes  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind.  He 
declares  that  every  blind  person  should  have 
at  least  one  friend  who  can  see,  and  maintains 
that  the  best  provision  for  all  sections  of  the 
blind  community  is  the  three-fold  provision  of 
the  State,  the  Municipality,  and  the  Voluntary 
Association. 
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Apparently  Mr.  Priestley  is  fully  alive  to  the 
beneficient  results  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act, 
1920,  in  reference  to  which  he  states  :  "  there 
is  now  an  unbroken  chain  of  assistance  from 
the  youngest  or  humblest  blind  person  in 
England  and  Wales,  to  the  Department  of 
State  which  is  charged  with  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Act.  There  is  complete  regis- 
tration of  all  blind  persons  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  number  so  registered  has  in- 
creased from  30,785  in  1920,  to  42,140  in  1925. 
These  persons  are  connected  with  some  agency 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
care  of  the  blind.  The  approved  agencies  are 
formed  into  Associations  in  seven  agreed  areas 
which  cover  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
The  seven  Counties  Associations  are  con- 
stantly in  communication  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  may  make  recommendations  direct 
to  the  Ministry  or  through  the  Union  of 
Associations  which  is  representative  of  all 
approved  agencies  for  the  blind  throughout 
the  country.  In  connection  with  very  many 
enquiries  and  recommendations  Mr.  E.  D. 
Macgregor  and  others  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  shown  every  possible  considera- 
tion and  kindness  in  efforts  for  an  equitable 
distribution  of  benefits,  and  in  the  proper 
administration  of  schemes  for  the  general 
uplift  of  the  whole  blind  community.  In  turn 
the  local  authorities  have  accepted  their  ad- 
ditional responsibilities,  and  are  now  en- 
deavouring to  co-operate,  where  possible, 
with  approved  voluntary  agencies  for  a  com- 
plete provision  that  will  meet  the  reasonable 
requirements  of  each  section  of  the  blind." 

In  the  many  strenuous  efforts  which  pre- 
ceded the  settlement  of  these  great  benefits, 
Mr.  Priestley  pays  a  fine  tribute  to  Mr.  Henry 
J.  Wilson  for  his  foresight  and  wise  counsel  in 
inaugurating  the  forward  movement  in  1902, 
and  subsequently  taking  a  leading  part  in  the 
work  which  led  up  to  the  legislation  embodied 
in  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 

In  his  leisure  time  Mr.  Priestley  takes  a 
warm  interest  in  recreation  both  in  and  out  of 
doors,  and  amongst  other  games  he  greatly 
enjoys  a  "  round  "  at  golf.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  religious  and 
temperance  work.  In  connection  with  the 
Sunday  schools  he  has  held  office  in  every 
department  and  rendered  valuable  service  as 
Sunday  school  secretary  for  a  period  of  over 
28  years.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  several 
offices  and  is  a  circuit  steward  of  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church. 


At  the  Northern  Counties  Association  for 
the  Blind,  Mr.  Priestley  will  have  wide  scope 
for  continued  good  work  in  registration, 
organisation,  co-ordination  of  services,  and 
other  efforts  to  secure  the  highest  standard  of 
assistance  to  every  section  of  the  blind  com- 
munity, and  we  wish  him  every  success  in  his 
new  sphere  of  work. 

COLLEGE  AND  ASSOCIATION  OF 
TEACHERS  OF  THE  BLIND 

WE  have  received  the  Eighteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  College  and  Association 
of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  which  gives  a  full 
account  of  the  activities  undertaken  in  1925. 

Amongst  these  was  the  School  Teachers' 
Examination,  which  was  held  in  May  at  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  when 
eight  out  of  eleven  candidates  were 
awarded  the  certificate.  The  total  number  of 
candidates  who  have  gained  this  certificate 
is  216.  The  third  Home  Teachers'  Exam- 
ination was  held  at  Bradford.  Ninety 
candidates  presented  themselves,  and  it  is 
stated  that  a  higher  standard  was  attained  than 
previously,  the  preparation  for  the  examina- 
tion having  been  more  intelligent  than  in 
former  years.  The  total  number  of  candidates 
who  have  gained  this  certificate  is  128. 

A  series  of  lectures  for  school  teachers  and 
home  teachers  was  given  at  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  Swiss  Cottage,  during  October,  and 
was  attended  by  72  persons.  The  lectures 
embraced  subjects  dealing  with  a  number  of 
phases  of  teaching,  and  excursions  were  under- 
taken to  various  institutions  and  workshops. 
It  was  stated  that  the  course  had  been  of  great 
benefit  in  giving  direct  instruction  and  stimu- 
lation. Students  were  afforded  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  interchange  views  with  their 
colleagues  throughout  the  country,  and  school 
and  home  teachers  were  enabled  to  learn  some- 
thing of  each  others'  difficulties  and  aspirations. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Northern  Counties' 
Association  for  the  Blind,  the  College  and 
Association  carried  out  an  investigation  into 
the  after-care  of  partially-sighted  pupils  in 
schools  and  training  centres  for  the  blind. 
The  replies  received  indicated  that  during  the 
past  five  years  149  children  had  left  training 
centres  before  completing  the  course,  and  that 
six  persons  who  had  satisfactorily  completed 
a  training  course  had  been  refused  recognition 
as    workshop    employees.      Having    obtained 
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detailed  information  as  to  what  had  become 
of  these  pupils,  a  report  was  issued  by  the 
Executive  of  the  College  and  Association  con- 
taining recommendations  which  they  have 
summed  up  as  follows  : — 

(i)  That  the  Board  of  Education  be 
asked  to  request  all  Local  Education 
Authorities,  who  have  not  already  done 
so,  to  appoint  After-Care  Sub-Com- 
mittees, with  the  object  of  directing  ex- 
pupils  of  blind  schools  and  training 
centres  into  employment  suitable  to  the 
needs  of  each  individual  case. 

(2)  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  asked  to 
consider  the  question  of  fixing  and 
making  public  a  standard  of  blindness 
based  upon  the  definition  under  the 
Education  Acts. 

(3)  That  the  Ministry  of  Health  be  recom- 
mended to  send  out  a  special  circular  to 
all  blind  schools,  training  centres  and 
institutions,  setting  out  the  standard  of 
blindness  recommended  by  the  Oph- 
thalmological  Section  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine  and  adopted  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  report  adds  :  "The  Ministry  of  Health, 
in  consultation  with  the  Board  of  Education, 
have  now  issued  a  circular  (681)  which  clearly 
sets  forth  the  considerations  to  be  borne  in 
mind  when  interpreting  the  Ministry's  defi- 
nition of  blindness,  i.e.,  '  Too  blind  to  perform 
work  for  which  eyesight  is  essential,'  and  out- 
lines a  procedure  which,  if  carefully  carried 
out,  will  undoubtedly  go  far  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  wastage  of  money  and 
human  effort  as  is  involved  in  cases  where 
training  has  been  completed  only  to  find  that, 
on  account  of  too  much  vision,  employment 
as  a  blind  person  cannot  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Ministry." 

The  Executive  have  asked  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  on  Scales  of  Salaries  for 
Teachers  to  support  the  suggestion  that  the 
basis  of  grading  in  special  schools  shall  be  the 
number  of  classes  rather  than  the  number  of 
scholars  in  average  attendance.  It  has  also 
been  suggested  to  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee that  full-time  music  teachers  in  schools 
for  the  blind  who  are  adequately  qualified  by 
training,  and  who  are  in  the  possession  of 
academic  diplomas,  should  be  regarded  as 
certificated  teachers  for  purposes  of  super- 
annuation. 


In  the  statement  of  accounts  we  find  that 
grants  totalling  £75  17s.  6d.  were  received 
during  the  year  from  the  Board  of  Education, 
Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Worshipful  Company 
of  Clothworkers,  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Executive  record  with  sorrow  the 
death  of  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  founding  the  College  18  years 
ago,  and  for  1 5  years  acted  as  its  Hon.  Regis- 
trar. They  also  record  with  deep  regret  the 
death  of  Miss  E.  J.  Grant,  Matron  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage. 

ASSOCIATION  OF  CERTIFICATED 
BLIND   MASSEURS 

THIS  Association,  which  has  now  reached 
its  seventh  year,  reports  that  it  has  re- 
ceived the  continued  support  of  the  medical 
profession  and  the  general  public,  resulting  in 
an  increased  amount  of  work  for  qualified 
blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  all  over  the 
country.  Considerable  help  has  been  secured 
by  means  of  the  co-operation  extended  by 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Association  in  London, 
Greater  London  and  the  provinces  ;  and  the 
assistance  and  influence  extended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Sir  Robert  Jones,  Bart.,  K.B.E.,  C.B., 
F.R.C.S.,  has  been  invaluable.  The  Council 
express  their  gratitude  to  the  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  and  to  St.  Dunstan's  Hostel 
for  Blinded  Soldiers  and  Sailors  for  their  con- 
tinued financial  support. 

The  policy  of  advertising  in  the  leading 
daily  papers  and  in  several  medical  journals  has 
been  continued  during  the  past  year. 

The  Association,  in  addition  to  being 
registered  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  is  licensed 
annually  by  the  London  County  Council  as  an 
employment  agency  for  masseurs  and  mas- 
seuses. It  is  represented  on  the  following 
bodies  : — -The  Standing  Committee  for  the 
Blind  of  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and 
Medical  Gymnastics,  the  Council  of  Allied 
Professions  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Federation  of  Medical  and  Allied  Services. 
It  is  also  represented  on  the  Committee  which 
has  been  formed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Chartered  Society,  fully  representative  of  the 
profession,  which  it  is  hoped  will  administer 
massage  and  electrical  benefits  under  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Act. 


GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

LAST  year's  successful  Fete  and  Fair  in 
Pymmes  Park  (kindly  lent  by  the  Ed- 
monton U.D.C.)  has  encouraged  the  energetic 
Committee  of  Edmonton  "  Helpers  of  the 
Blind "  to  make  the  event  an  annual  local 
feature  of  the  August  holiday.  Their  decision 
has  certainly  been  justified  by  results,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  about  £120  will  benefit  the  fund 
as  a  result  of  their  labours,  despite  the  dis- 
appointing attendance  during  the  early  after- 
noon due  to  the  heavy  rain. 

An  innovation  upon  which  the  Committee 
is  to  be  congratulated  is  the  establishment  in 
connection  with  the  Fete  of  an  Inter-Schools 
Sports  Championship.  The  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Circle  have  presented  a  handsome  and 
tastefully-designed  shield — a  picture  of  which 
appears  on  this  page — 
which  is  to  be  competed 
for  annually.  It  is  held 
this  year,  after  strenuous 
competition,  by  Croyland 
Road  School.  The  public- 
spirited  lead  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  has  been 
followed  by  the  All  Saints 
Sick  Benefit  and  Dividing 
Society,  who  offered  a 
second  fine  shield  to  be 
competed  for  by  boys 
only.  The  winners  were 
the  representatives  of 
Silver  Street  School.  The 
healthy  rivalry  thus  created 
ensures  enthusiastic 
supporters  each  year  to 
what  promises  to  be  .an 
outstanding  function  in 
Edmonton's  social 
calendar. 

There  were  many  other  attractive  and 
valuable  prizes  for  the  individual  winners  of 
the  various  sports,  and  these  had  been  on 
view  during  the  previous  week  at  the  Ed- 
monton Empire,  by  permission  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Circle,  Mr.  S.  L.  Bernstein,  who 
was  also  among  the  donors  of  prizes  (too 
numerous  to  mention  here),  to  whom  a  debt 
of  gratitude  is  due,  as  also  to  Mr.  Skinner, 
Sports  Secretary,  who  proved  such  an  excellent 
"  beggar." 

The  Fair  was  the  largest  which  has  ever 
visited  Edmonton  ;  there  was  an  aerial  Derby, 
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result  of  which  is  not  yet  known,  in  charge  of 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  British  Oxygen 
Company,  who  are  old  friends  of  the  fund  ; 
a  treasure  hunt  and  "  hoop-la  "  ;  cake-weight 
guessing  competitions  ;  ponies  and  donkeys 
to  ride,  and  many  other  attractions.  The 
Home  Industries,  having  their  headquarters 
at  Swiss  Cottage,  had  also  been  invited  to 
provide  an  exhibition  and  stall  ;  and  a  little 
knot  of  spectators  and  a  fairly  brisk  trade 
testified  to  the  interest  of  the  visitors. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Williams  thanked  the  Committee, 
helpers  and  donors  of  prizes.  These  were  dis- 
tributed by  Miss  Johnson,  who  was  presented 
with  a  charming  bouquet  from  the  garden  of 
Mr.  Arthur  Harlow  at  the  hands  of  little  Miss 
Jeanne  Payne. 

Every  member  of  the  Edmonton  Circle 
worked  hard,  and  the  officials,  most  of  whom 
assisted,  are  as  follows  :  President,  Mr. 
S.  L.  Bernstein ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Clr.  W.  F. 
Middleton,  Messrs.  J. 
Anthony,  F.  E.  Finch 
and  W.  R.  Lewis  ;  Sports 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Fred. 
Skinner;  Sports  Assistant 
Secretary,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hopkins  ;  Committee, 
Mesdames  G.  Adams,  E. 
Elms  Lacey,  E.  A.  Stevens, 
Messrs.  E.  Corneloues, 
B.  W.  Hunt  and  M. 
Titchen  ;  Local  Secretary, 
Mr.  Albert  J.  Wilson  ; 
Chairman,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Grant  ;  Vice-Chairman, 
Mr.  D.  Nicol.  They  are 
to  be  greatly  congratulated 
on  a  well-organised  and 
enjoyable  event,  resulting 
in  a  fine  financial  contri- 
bution to  the  fund. 

The  blind  artistes  paid  return  visits  to  the 
North  Middlesex  Cricket  Club  on  August  26th, 
and  to  Hornsey  on  August  28th. 

Birds  **" 

Teach  us,  while  they  come  and  go, 

When  to  sail  and  when  to  sow  ; 

Cuckoo  calling  from  the  hill, 

Swallow  skimming  by  the  mill, 

Swallows  trooping  in  the  sedge, 

Starlings  swirling  from  the  hedge, 

Mark  the  seasons,  map  out  year, 

As  they  show  and  disappear. — m.  Arnold. 


for    the    Inter-Schools 
the     Vice-President, 
Helpers  of  the  Blind 
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ADDITIONS      TO      STUDENTS'     LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE    FOR  THE   BLIND 


Vols. 

.       2 


AGRICULTURE 

Author. 

Title. 

Long,  J. 

Small  Holdings 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Coleridge 

By  S.  L.  Bensusan 

Huxley. 

By  G.  Leighton 

CLASSICS. 
Campbell,  L.     Sophocles 
Campbell,  L.     Catullus 
Euripides.     Iphigenia  in  Tauris 
Horace.      Epistles  and  Ars  Poetica 
Jebb,  Sir  R.     Greek  Literature 
Jebb,  Sir  R.     New  Testament  in  Greek  (Galatians  to 

Revelation) 
Ritchie,  F.     Second  Steps  in  Latin  (Juvenile) 

ECONOMICS. 

Barker,  D.  A.     Theory  of  Money 
Clerget,  P.     Manuel  d'Economie  Commerciale 
Rowntree,  B.  S.     Human  Needs  of  Labour 
Samson,  G.  Gordon.     Causes  and  Consequences 
Wygodzinski,  W.     Wandlungen  der  deutschen  Volks- 
wirtschaft 


ENGLISH    LITERATURE. 
Bacon,  Francis.     Of  the  Advancement  of  Learnin 
Cook,  A.  S.     First  Book  in  Old  English 
Defoe,  D.     Captain  Singleton 
Dick,  W.     Byron  and  his  Poetry 
Dobson,  Austin.      Fielding 
Gwynn,  S.     Masters  of  English  Literature 
Hazlitt,  W.     Characters  of  Shakespeare's  Plays 
Ingram,  J.  H.      Marlowe  and  his  Poetry 
Kittredge,  G.  L.     Chaucer  and  his  Poetry 
Nashe,  T.     Pierce  Penilesse 
Swift,  J.     Journal  to  Stella 
Warner,  G.  Townsend.     On  the  Writing  of  English 
Weekley,  E.      Romance  of  Words 

ESSAYS    AND    BELLES    LETTRES. 
Alpha  of  the  Plough.      Pebbles  on  the  Shon 
Jacks,  L.  P.     Realities  and  Shams 
Lang,  A.     Origins  of  Religion 
Morton,  H.  V.     Heart  of  London 
Pater,  Walter.     Miscellaneous  Studies 
Roosevelt,  T.     The  Strenuous  Life 
Smith,  H.  Greenhough.     Odd  Moments 

HISTORY. 

Beesley,  E.  S.     Oueen  Elizabeth 

Green,  Mrs.  J.  R.     Henry  the  Second 

Hutton,  W.  H.     William  Laud.  . 

Lavisse,  E.      Histoire  Politique  de  l'Europe 

Perris,  G.  H.     History  of  War  and  Peace 

Trevelyan,  G.  M.     England  in  the  Age  of  Wycliffe 

LAW. 

Cherry,  Sir  B.     Lectures  on  the  New  Property  Acts 

Foignet.     Droit  Commerciale 

Scott.     New  Law  of  Property  Explained 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Chaytor,  H.  J.     The  Troubadours 
Ditchfield,  P.  H.     Our  English  Villages 
Gibson,  H.     A  Diplomatist's  Diary 
Holderness.     Peoples  and  Problems  of  India 
Saintsbury,  G.     Premier  of  French  Literature 
Tarbell,  I.  M.     Letters  of  Lincoln 


2 
2 
4 
2 
3 
3 
2 

3 
3 

4 
2 
2 
7 

4 

14 
1 


Trent,    W.    P.,    and    Erskine,    J.     Great    Writers    of 

America  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Wilson,  R.  (Ed.  by).     Book  of  Ships  and  Seamen      .  .  3 

MODERN    LANGUAGES. 

Abrege  Orthographique  Francais  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Alaux,  T.     Manuel  Commerciale  Franco-Espagnole  .  .  6 

Anon.     Lettres  d'un  Soldat        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Chaytor,    H.    J.    (Ed.    by).     Seven    Short   Stories  by 

French  Authors  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Coppee,  F.     Contes  Choisis         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Fouque,  de  la  Motte.     Undine  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Grimm.     Drei  Hausmarchen      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Guibillon,  G.     La  France  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Hernandez,  P.     Abrege  de  Grammaire  Espagnole  .  .  4 
Hernandez,  P.     Exercices  sur  1' Abrege  de  Grammaire 

Espagnole  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Juan,  T.     Spanish  Tales  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

La  Fontaine.     Fables      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

La  Fontaine.      Fables  (Second  Series)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lanquine,  J.,  and  Baro,  B.     Moto  Espagnoles  .  .  3 

Lenotre,  G.     Le  Roman  de  Camille  Desmoulins  .  .  1 

Maurois,  A.     Dialogues  sur  le  Commandement  .  .  2 

Musset,  A.  de.     II  faut  qu'une  Porte    .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ripman,  W.     First  Steps  in  French  (Juv.)      .  .  .  .  3 

Stadler  and  Amaudrez.     Correspondance  Commerciale 

Allemande  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  o 

PHILOSOPHY. 

Carr,  H.  W.     Henri  Bergson      .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Heard,  G.     Narcissus      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

POETRY   AND    DRAMA. 

Barrie,  J.  M.     Alice  Sit-by-the-Fire      .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Congreve,  W.     Plays       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

Dryden,  John.     All  for  Love      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Leaf,  W.  (trans,  by).     Little  Poems  from  the   Greek  1 
Massingham,    W.    (ed.    by).        Seventeenth    Century 

Verse         .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  5 

Milton,  J.     Samson  Agonistes    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Shakespeare,  William.     Romeo  and  Juliet      .  .  .  .  1 

Shakespeare,  William.     Love's  Labour  Lost  .  .  .  .  1 

Shakespeare,  William.     Macbeth  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Shakespeare,  William.     Richard  II  .  .  .  .  1 

Vanbrugh,  J.     Plays  (The  Relapse  and  the  Provok'd 

Wife) 4 

POLITICAL    SCIENCE. 

De  Tocqueville,  A.     L'Ancien  Regime  . .  .  .  7 

Figgis,  J.  N.     From  Gerson  to  Grotius  . .  .  .  4 

Poincare,  R.     Ce  que  demande  la  Cite  .  .  .  ■  4 

Scudder,  V '.  D.     Socialism  and  Character        .  .  .  .  5 

White,  E.  M.     Philosophy  of  Citizenship         .  .  .  .  1 

PSYCHOLOGY. 

Miller,  W.  Crichton.     New  Psychology  and  the  Teacher  2 

Tansley,  A.  G.     The  New  Psychology  .  .  .  .  4 

SCIENCE. 

Geddes,  P.     Sex  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Loney,  S.  L.     Dynamics  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Loney,  S.  L.     Statics       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

THEOLOGY   AND    RELIGION. 

Glover,  T.  R.     Jesus  in  the  Experience  of  Men  . .  4 

Glover,  T.  R.     Progress  and  Religion  .  .  .  .  . .  5 

Glover,  T.  R.     Paul  of  Tarsus 3 

Graham,  W.     My  Letters  from  Heaven  .  .  . .  2 

Paterson-Smythe,  J.     People's  Life  of  Christ  ..  4 

Steiner,  R.     Outlines  of  Anthroposophy  . .  . .  3 

Steiner,  R.     Portal  of  Initiation  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Steiner,  R.     Purpose  of  Life      ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Steiner,  R.     Truth  and  Science  ..  ..  ..  1 
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MINISTRY    OF    HEALTH    REPORT 


nN  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  the  section 
devoted  to  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind  deals  with  the  further  appli- 
cation of  the  Blind  Persons  Act, 
1920,  the  distribution  of  grants  and 
matters  of  general  importance. 

The  report  states  that  on  the  31st 
March,  1926,  13,663  blind  persons 
in  England  and  Wales  between  the 
ages  of  50  and  70  were  in  receipt 
of  Old  Age  Pensions,  as  compared  with 
12,024  on  the  same  date  last  year.  The  latest 
returns  estimate  the  number  of  blind  persons 
between  the  ages  of  50  and  70  as  15,048,  so 
that  90.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  included 
in  this  group  are  receiving  pensions  under  this 
section  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act. 

A  number  of  additional  schemes  under 
section  2  of  the  Act  have  been  brought  into 
extended  operation  during  the  year,  increased 
consideration  having  been  given  during  the 
last  two  years  to  the  circumstances  and  require- 
ments of  the  unemployable  blind.  The  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  expenditure  incurred 
or  estimated  to  be  incurred  by  local  authorities 
otherwise  than  as  local  education  authorities, 
in  administering  their  schemes,  indicates  the 
growth  of  their  contribution  towards  provision 
for  the  blind  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  : — 
1921-2       1922-3      1923-4      1924-5  1925-6 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


14,671  47,106  71,805  102,910  127,593 

The  report  states:  "It  is  satisfactory  to  be 
able  to  record  that,  so  far  as  can  be  judged 
from  the  information  at  present  available,  the 
introduction  of  services  for  the  blind  aided  by 
the  taxpayer  and  ratepayer  has  not  had  the 
effect  (which  was  feared  in  some  quarters)  of 
reducing  voluntary  subscriptions  and  dona- 
tions to  agencies  for  the  blind,  but  has,  on  the 
contrary,  been  accompanied  by  a  substantial 
increase  in  their  income  from  these  sources.  .  . 

"  During  the  year  1922-3,  the  total  income 
from  voluntary  sources  of  the  130  agencies  for 
the  blind  to  which  grant  is  payable  by  the 
Department  was  £378,535,  while  for  the  year 
1923-4  the  total  income  of  this  character  had 
increased  to  £401,701.  The  figures  for  later 
years  are  not  yet  available 

"  Hitherto  the  powers  of  local  authorities 
in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  blindness  have 
been   limited,   but   section   66   of  the   Public 


Health  Act,  1925,  now  enables  local  authorities, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Minister,  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  they  may  think  desirable  for 
assisting  in  the  prevention  of  blindness,  and, 
in  particular,  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
ordinarily  resident  within  their  area  suffering 
from  any  disease  of  or  injury  to  the  eyes." 

During  the  year  a  sum  of  £103,994  was  dis- 
tributed among  voluntary  agencies  and  local 
authorities  in  respect  of  the  grant-earning 
services  for  the  blind  performed  by  them. 
Between  the  years  1921-2  and  1925-6  a  58  per 
cent,  increase  was  made  in  the  grants  paid  on 
employment  services  (workshops  and  home- 
workers),  and  since  the  grants  are  paid  on  a 
capitation  basis  this  implies  (states  the  report) 
that  approximately  58  per  cent,  more  blind 
persons  are  now  working  under  approved 
conditions  of  employment  than  in  192 1-2, 
principally  through  the  development  of  home- 
workers'  schemes.  There  are  now  343  home 
teachers  in  respect  of  whom  the  Department 
is  paying  grants,  a  net  increase  of  41  during 
the  year.  In  191 9,  when  State  assistance  was 
first  given  for  this  service,  the  number  of  home 
teachers  employed  was  less  than  100.  The 
whole  of  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  areas,  is  now  covered  by  home  teachers 
appointed  under  the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment. Of  the  343  home  teachers  at  present 
employed,  93  have  already  obtained  the  home- 
teaching  certificate  of  the  College  of  Teachers 
of  the  Blind,  121  have  still  to  obtain  it,  while 
129  are  exempt,  as  they  were  appointed  prior 
to  the  1st  April,  1923. 

From  the  returns  received  from  local 
authorities  it  appears  that  on  the  31st  March, 
1925,  there  were  42,140  blind  persons  in 
England  and  Wales  falling  within  the  following 
age-groups  : — 

Age  0-5  ..  257  Age  40-50  ..  4,832 
Age  5-16  .  .  2,720  Age  50-60  .  .  6,634 
Age  16-21  .  .  1,682  Age  60-70  .  .  8,414 
Age  21-30  .  .  3,101  Over  70  .  .  9,865 
Age  30-40     .  .      4,267     Unknown    .  .  368 

The  39,163  blind  persons  over  school  age 
(16  years)  are  classified  from  the  point  of  view 
of  employability  as  follows  : — 

Employed,  8,840  ;  Trained,  but  unemploy- 
able, 734  ;  Under  training,  1,621  ;  No  training, 
but  trainable,  1,142  ;    Unemployable,  26,826. 

The  returns  also  show  that  5,691  blind 
persons  are  physically  or  mentally  defective. 
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OBITUARY 

Miss   LAURA    DOUGLAS-HAMILTON 

IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the 
death  on  the  7th  September  of  Miss 
Laura  Douglas-Hamilton,  whose  work  in  the 
blind  world  was  so  well  known.  For  many 
years  Miss  Douglas-Hamilton  served  on  the 
Committee  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and  on  her  retirement  she  was  elected 
a  Vice-President. 

A  severe  illness,  which  resulted  in  temporary 
blindness,  caused  her  to  feel  intense  sympathy 
for  those  who  could  not  see,  and  in  1902  she 
founded  a  society,  named  by  her  the  "  Eyes  to 
the  Blind  "  Society,  which  provided  work  for 
blind  girls  in  the  form  of  hand  and  machine 
knitting.  In  1922  this  Society  was  taken  over 
by  the  Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women 
in  Crawford  Street.  The  "  Eyes  to  the  Blind  " 
Society  was  situated  in  Callow  Street,  Chelsea, 
in  the  house  in  which  she  herself  lived.  In  the 
early  days  employment  was  given  to  a  very 
few  girls,  and  there  was  but  one  knitting 
machine.  Now  two  rooms  at  the  Barclay 
Workshop,  with  some  ten  machines,  are  de- 
voted to  the  work  formerly  carried  on  by  this 
Society.  When  the  amalgamation  of  the  two 
institutions  took  place,  all  the  invested  capital 
of  the  "  Eyes  to  the  Blind  "  Society  was  taken 
over  and  converted  into  the  '  Eyes  to  the 
Blind "  Pension  Fund.  This  Fund,  which 
has  an  income  of  £57  per  year,  is  used  for  the 
benefit  of  Miss  Douglas-Hamilton's  former 
workers. 

Besides  the  girls  employed  at  Callow  Street 
Miss  Douglas-Hamilton  gave  work  to  outside 
knitters,  and  for  a  time  also  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  Indigent  Blind  Visiting 
Society. 

She  herself  knew  how  to  work  the  machines, 
and  was  insistent  that  the  output  should  be  of 
the  highest  possible  standard.  She  took  the 
greatest  practical  interest  in  the  blind  girls 
whom  she  employed,  and  to  whom  she 
alluded  as  "  my  little  family." 

Of  a  deeply  religious  nature,  ever  ready 
with  help  and  sympathy,  the  blind  have  lost 
in  Miss  Laura  Douglas-Hamilton  a  true 
friend. 


A    BLIND    AND    DEAF 
COMPOSER 

IN  a  programme  of  the  Royal  Choral 
Society's  performance  of  the  "  Messiah  " 
in  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  on  Good  Friday, 
April  2nd,  1926,  there  appeared  the  following, 
spontaneously  written  and  inserted  by  a 
prominent  London  musician  : — 

Deprived  of  Sight  and  Hearing. 
By  Laurence  Marsh. 

Such  a  headline  as  this  stands  out  with 
startling  clearness,  because,  although  per- 
haps there  may  be  no  single  person  in  this 
vast  audience  to  suffer  such  a  great  handicap, 
yet  we  know  such  people  exist,  and  (what 
is  even  more  remarkable)  put  up  such  a 
brave  and  courageous  fight  against  all  their 
difficulties.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  such  a 
person  could  compose  music.  Llewellyn 
Williams,  whose  recent  composition  "  Zing- 
aresca  "*has  caused  much  interest  (including 
the  commendation  of  that  well-known 
authority,  Mr.  Ernest  Fowles),  is  a  remark- 
able instance  of  a  blind  and  deaf  musician 
who  has  conquered  his  disability,  and  pro- 
duced music  glowing  with  joy  and  vitality. 
Nowadays  the  words  "  Help  the  Blind  "  do 
not  conjure  up  the  vision  of  an  old  man  with 
a  patient  dog,  sitting  at  some  street  corner. 
Tne  blind  to-day  are  better  equipped  and 
aided  ;  they  have  interests  in  art,  science 
and  music — in  fact,  in  the  latter  field  they 
equal  and  sometimes  surpass  their  sighted 
contemporaries — yet  little  is  known  of  the 
blind  as  composers.  The  names  of  Mr. 
Wolstenholme  and  Dr.  Hollins  are  house- 
hold words  ;  there  are  also  many  other 
lesser-known  but  gifted  blind  composers. 
Messrs.  Ryall  &  Jones,  in  conjunction  with 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  have  a 
very  fine  collection  of  music  by  blind  com- 
posers. A  list  will  be  sent,  or  the  composi- 
tions will  be  gladly  shown,  on  application 
to  Evans  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  72  Wells  Street, 
W.  1. 

*This  piece  is  published  in  the  National  Institute  Edition 
of  the  Works  of  British  Blind  Composers,  price  2s.  net, 
and  can  be  ordered  through  any  music  dealer.  Mr.  H.  F. 
Ettingford,  Mus.  Bac,  the  distinguished  organist  of  St. 
George's  Hall,  Liverpool,  has  recently  included  in  his 
programmes  many  works  from  this  Edition,  including 
"  Zingaresca,"  all  of  which  he  esteems  very  highly. 
— Ed. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR    THE    BLIND 

LIGHT  WILLOW  BASKETRY— I 


ILLOW  basketry  is  not  simply  a 
more  advanced — or,  as  some  might 
say,  less  advanced — form  of  pulp 
cane  work  ;  the  difference  between 
the  two  is  one  of  kind  quite  as  much 
as  of  degree.  This  being  so  it  by 
no  means  follows  that,  because  a 
worker  can  make  a  tolerably  good 
basket  in  pulp  cane,  he  or  she  will 
be  equally  successful  with  willow. 
It  would  be  still  more  unwise  to  suppose 
that  one  having  no  previous  experience 
in  any  kind  of  basket  work  could,  solely  from 
the  directions  given  in  these  articles,  or  indeed 
from  any  written  directions  whatever,  properly 
learn  even 
'the  simplest 
branches  of 
the  craft  of 
willow  work. 
Having  thus 
frankly  warn- 
ed the  reader 
against  ex- 
pecting too 
much,  the 
writer  would 
hasten  to  add 
that  while  it 
is  quite  true 
that  "basket 
making  can- 
not be  learn- 
ed    from     a 

book,"  it  should  not  be  assumed  that 
nothing  in  connection  with  basket  making 
can  be  so  learned  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
thought  that  much  of  value  to  both  novice 
and  professional,  and  particularly  to  the 
teacher,  on  willow  work  as  well  as  on  pulp 
cane  work,  can  be  set  down  in  writing,  and  in 
this  and  a  further  article  the  writer  ventures  to 
give  some  information  and  instruction  on  the 
lighter  kind  of  willow  work — necessarily 
brief,  it  is  true,  but  based  on  sound  workshop 
practice  and  a  knowledge  of  the  capabilities 
and  limitations  of  the  isolated  homeworker. 

The  Material. — Willow  rods  are  one-year 
shoots  from  the  short,  stumpy  "  head  "  of  the 
cultivated  basket  willow  ("  osier  "  or  "  withy") 
After  being  cut  the  rods  are  either  (a)  peeled 
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and  sold  as  white  ;  (b)  stained  a  golden  brown 
colour  by  being  boiled  with  the  peel  on,  then 
peeled  and  sold  as  buff ;  or  (c)  left  unpeeled  and 
sold  as  brown.  In  each  case  the  rods  are  dried 
in  the  open  air,  graded  according  to  length, 
and  tied  up  in  bundles  of  uniform  standard 
girth.  A  bundle  of  3  ft.  rods — the  size  used 
in  our  examples — weighs  about  14  lbs.,  but 
smaller  quantities  can  be  obtained  from  firms 
who  supply  pulp  cane,  etc. 

Before  use,  rods  must  be  soaked  in  a  bath  or 
tank  of  water,  the  time  required  in  the  case  of 
our  3  ft.  stuff,  either  white  or  buff,  being  about 
20  minutes.  Brown  rods  require  very  much 
longer  and  should  remain  under  water  for  not 
less  than  twelve  hours.     No  rods — and  this  is 

important — 
should  ever 
be  used  im- 
mediately on 
removal 
from  the 
water  ;  the 
soaking  is 
but  the  first 
part  of  their 
preparation 
and  it  is  only 
after  they 
have  lain  in 
a  sheltered 
place  for  at 
least  a  couple 
of  hours  to 
mellow  that 
they  are  fit  to  be  used. 

Willow  is  more  difficult  to  manipulate  than 
cane,  the  main  reason  for  this  being  the  ten- 
dency of  willow  to  "  kink,"  i.e.,  to  form  an 
angle  instead  of  a  curve  when  bent.  This  is 
rather  a  "  good  fault  "  in  the  willow  but  it  is 
of  fundamental  importance  to  get  the  kink  in 
the  right  place  (usually  against  bottom  stick 
or  stake),  otherwise  the  finished  work  will  be 
loose,  flabby  and  unsightly.  This  point  is 
emphasised  in  the  directions  for  opening  out 
the  sticks  of  a  round  bottom  given  below,  and 
applies  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  practically 
every  stroke  in  willow  work. 

Equipment  and  Technical  Terms.  In 
addition  to  a  tank  or  other  receptacle  for 
soaking  the  rods  the  following  equipment  is 
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required  : —  Work  board,  screwl? block  (if 
square  work  is  to  be  attempted),  knife,  bodkin, 
iron,  bradawl,  foot  or  eighteen-inch  measure, 
and  spring  (pruning)  shears.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  shears  the  tools  are  those  used 
for  pulp  cane  work  described  in  previous 
articles  ;  round-nosed  pliers  are  not  used  in 
willow  work  and  nippers  are  replaced  by 
shears.  Most  of  the  technical  terms  to  be  used 
here  have  already  been  defined  in  connection 
with  pulp  cane  work ;  but  the  following  are 
additions  : — Butt :  the  thick  end  of  a  willow 
rod  ;  Top  :  the  thin  end  of  a  willow  rod  ; 
Reverse  Pairing :  This  can  be  used  to  great 
advantage  in  oval  bottoms,  both  willow  and 
pulp  cane,  as  it  prevents  the  twisting  of  the 
bottom,  so  difficult  to  avoid  if  ordinary  pairing 
only  is  used.  The  two  rods  are  kept  always 
away  from  worker  instead  of  towards  him,  as 
in  ordinary  pairing  ;  the  left-hand  rod  is 
brought  over  the  other  to  the  front,  in  front 
of  the  stake  or  bottom  stick,  and  through  to 
the  back  again,  and  this  is  repeated  with  each 
rod  alternately. 

The  proportionate  sizes  of  rods  used  in  the 
different  parts  of  a  basket  are  roughly  as 
follows  : — Stakes  :  one  half  the  size  of  bottom 
sticks  ;  upsetting  and  waling  :  two-thirds  the 
size  of  stakes  ;  randing  and  bottoming  :  one- 
half  the  size  of  stakes. 

A  Round  Bottom.  Having  prepared  some 
material,  take  six  of  the  stoutest  rods  and  cut 
off  from  their  butt  end  six  bottom  sticks 
seven  inches  in  length.  Pierce  three  in  their 
centres  with  the  bodkin  and  thread  the  other 
three  through  them.  Now  select  two  rods  of 
the  same  thickness  and  length,  push  their  tops 
into  the  opening  in  sticks,  and  proceed  to  pair 
round  the  bottom,  treating  each  group  of 
three  sticks  as  one  for  three  rounds.  Next 
comes  the  very  important  "  opening  out  "  of 
the  sticks  on  which  is  mainly  dependent  the 
ultimate  shapeliness  or  otherwise  of  the 
finished  basket.  The  following  is  the  correct 
method  :  Take  the  pair-rod  behind  a  group  of 
three  sticks  well  down  and  close  to  the  pre- 
ceding round  of  pairing  and  hold  it  there  with 
the  left  forefinger,  releasing  the  right  hand. 
Bring  the  right  hand  to  the  front,  pull  the 
right-hand  stick  apart  from  the  other  two, 
insert  the  right  hand  between  and  bring  the 
rod  to  the  front  ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  release 
the  pressure  of  the  left  forefinger.  After  two 
rounds  have  been  completed  with  the  sticks 
in  twos  and  ones,  the  twos  are  separated  and 


each  stick  treated  singly.  The  butts  of  a 
second  pair  of  rods  are  pieced  in  when  the 
first  pair  finishes  and  further  pairs  are  begun 
by  pushing  down  the  sharpened  butts  to  the 
left  of  two  adjoining  sticks.  When  bottom  is 
five  inches  in  diameter  the  pair-rods  are  drawn 
through  below  the  preceding  round  and  the 
bottom  sticks  cut  off  close  to  the  work. 


A.  G.  K. 
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NATIONAL    LIBRARY    FOR    THE 
BLIND 

THE  year's  report  of  the  National 
Library  for  the  Blind  points  to  steady 
increase  and  development  in  every  department. 
The  outstanding  event  was  the  start  of  the 
new  library  building — a  matter  of  urgent 
necessity,  as  fresh  accommodation  was  badly 
needed. 

The  report  states  that  597  new  readers  and 
ten  public  libraries,  schools  and  institutions 
have  joined  headquarters,  whilst  209  new 
readers  have  joined  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Library.  The  number  of  volumes  despatched 
from  Westminster  during  the  year  was 
137,285.  The  production  of  hand-written 
volumes  by  voluntary  writers  to  the  amount 
of  1,463  at  Westminster,  and  62  at  the  branch 
library,  is  reported.  Blind  copyists  have 
added  1,270  volumes  to  the  Westminster 
branch  and  650  to  the  Manchester  branch. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-five  new  complete 
works  of  literature  in  Braille  type  have  been 
added  to  the  Library's  stock  during  the  past 
twelve  months.  Of  these,  377  have  been  pro- 
duced in  manuscript  by  the  voluntary  workers, 
32  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 
26  by  the  American  Braille  press. 

In  addition  to  these  books  which  are  in  MS., 
the  report  gives  the  following  list  of  the 
number  of  stereotyped  volumes  presented 
during  the  period  under  review  : — 

2,256  Braille  volumes  from  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

1,520  Moon  volumes  from  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

2,199  music  volumes  from  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

683  Braille  volumes  from  the  American 
Braille  press  and  159  volumes  from  other 
sources. 
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SOME    SUGGESTIONS    FOR   THE    GUIDANCE    OF 
VOLUNTARY    VISITORS    TO    THE    HOMES 

OF    THE    BLIND 

I.— LEGISLATION    FOR    THE    BLIND 


N  the  first  place  the  intending  home 
visitor  should  be  fully  equipped 
with  sound  knowledge  of  all  matters 
connected  with  legislation  for  the 
blind.  Pamphlets  dealing  with  the 
various  points  connected  with 
blindness,  including  that  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  are  ob- 
tainable from  H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  and  should  be  secured  im- 
mediately before  starting  work. 
The  Ministry  of  Health  supervises  the  welfare 
of  the  blind,  and  some  important  documents 
'relating  to  the  subject  issued  by  the  Ministry 
are  : — 

Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committee  on 

the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 
Grant  Regulations — 7th  August,  191 9. 
Memorandum  27/BD. 
Memorandum  64/BD. 
Circular  387. 
Circular  617A. 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 
Besides   securing   these   pamphlets,   the   in- 
tending   home    visitor    should    communicate 
with  the  Ministry,  in  order  to  obtain  the  most 
up-to-date  information  with  regard  to  recent 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  blind.     There 
is   also  published  by  the   Gardner  Trust  for 
the  Blind  a  book  which  gives  lists  of  all  the 
pensions   available,   as   well  as   the   names   of 
schools,  workshops  and  hostels  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  country.     The  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  are  about  to  publish  a  book 
to  take  the  place  of  this,  to  be  issued  annually 
in  co-operation  with  the  Gardner  Trust  and 
the  Charity  Organisation  Society.    It  is  as  well 
that  a  visitor  of  the  blind  should  know  all  the 
particulars  of  permanent  and  holiday  homes, 
as  this  is  the  kind  of  information  he  or  she 
may  be  called  upon  to  supply  at  any  moment. 

An  all-important  proviso  of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  is  that  blind  persons  are 
eligible  at  50  years  of  age  for  a  pension  equiva- 
lent to  the  Old-Age  Pension. 

As  regards  Poor-Law  relief,  this  is  much  the 
same  for  blind  as  for  seeing  members  of  the 


community,  so  that  a  working  knowledge  of 
the  entire  subject  is  advisable.  Medical  relief 
is  obtainable  under  the  same  conditions  as 
apply  to  the  seeing,  out-door  relief  can  be 
obtained,  and  some  sympathetic  Boards  of 
Guardians  will  also  supply  clothes  and  make 
a  grant  of  coals  during  the  winter. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  visitor  is 
working  under  the  auspices  of  a  voluntary 
agency  for  the  blind,  to  which  he  or  she  can 
refer  for  advice.  If,  however,  this  has  not 
already  been  done,  the  intending  home  visitor 
is  advised  to  apply  to  the  nearest  voluntary 
agency  for  the  blind.  The  voluntary  agencies, 
be  it  understood,  are  free  agents  which  assist 
the  local  authorities  to  carry  out  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920. 

It  may  be  advisable  to  range  the  blind  who 
are  about  to  be  visited  into  three  groups  : — 
(1),  blind  children  ;  (2)  employable  blind 
adults  ;  (3)  unemployable  blind  adults,  in- 
cluding the  aged  blind. 

(1)  In  the  case  of  blind  babies,  ordinary 
hygienic  rules  should  be  insisted  upon,  and 
the  parents'  attention  should  at  once  be 
directed  to  the  three  Sunshine  Homes  for 
Blind  Babies,  situated  at  Chorley  Wood, 
Herts.,  Southport  and  Leamington  Spa.  The 
care  of  the  blind  child  up  to  five  years  of  age 
is  undertaken  at  these  Homes  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  it  will  be  found  that  the  home  life  of  the 
blind  infant  is  undesirable  compared  with  life 
at  these  Homes,  where  every  advantage  con- 
nected with  its  physical  and  mental  welfare  is 
offered.  The  care  of  the  mentally  deficient 
child  is  a  totally  different  problem,  and  medical 
advice  should  be  sought  in  this  matter. 

At  five  years  of  age  the  average  blind  child 
passes  on  to  a  school  for  the  blind.  In  special 
circumstances,  however,  a  longer  period  of 
residence  at  the  Sunshine  Homes  is  deemed 
advisable.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  children 
who  leave  become  residential  pupils  at  the 
schools  for  the  blind  ;  this  renders  the  visiting 
of  blind  children  a  somewhat  difficult  matter 
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as  they  are  so  rarely  to  be  found  at  home.  In 
this  connection,  the  visitor  should  be  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  Education  Act 
(Blind  and  Deaf  Children)  and  with  the  respon- 
sibilities devolving  upon  local  education 
authorities  for  securing  to  blind  children  the 
full  advantages  of  the  Act. 

(2)  As  regards  the  employable  blind,  those 
who  have  recently  become  blind  should  be 
taught  Braille,  and  the  visitor  can  arrange  for 
lessons  to  be  given,  and  can  also  refer  them  to 
appropriate  local  associations  if  they  are  of  a 
suitable  age  for  training  purposes.  Although 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  visitor  to  know 
Braille,  he  or  she  is  recommended  to  take  it 
up,  as  it  may  prove  useful  on  many  occasions. 
A  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  of  ordinary 
occupations  practised  by  the  blind  is  also 
recommended.  In  the  case  of  blind  people 
who  are  following  their  trades  or  occupations 
at  home,  the  visitor  should  be  equipped  with 
knowledge  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  goods, 
and  should  undertake  to  interest  as  many 
people  as  possible  in  order  to  secure  likely 
customers.  A  great  deal  of  help  can  also  be 
given  in  the  selection  of  materials  for  knitters, 
basket  makers,  rug  makers,  etc.,  etc.  A  full 
knowledge  of  any  Home  Workers'  Scheme  in 
operation  in  the  particular  district  in  question 
is  advisable,  information  on  this  point  being 
always  obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  in  Great  Portland  Street. 

(3)  The  unemployable  blind  can  be  assisted 
in  many  ways.  The  visitor  can  suggest  a 
number  of  occupations  to  while  away  the 
tedious  hours,  and  can  take  the  blind  person 
for  walks,  interesting  him  or  her  in  the 
passers-by  or  the  little  daily  occurrences  of 
street  or  country  life.  Inestimable  service  can 
be  rendered  by  taking  blind  people  for  walks, 
as  many  individuals  shirk  this  responsibility. 
Assistance  may  also  be  rendered  in  obtaining 
medical  advice  for  the  ailing  blind  ;  often,  too, 
a  visit  to  a  hospital  and  a  talk  with  the  lady 
almoner  will  secure  admission  to  a  hospital  to 
which  access  has  been  found  to  be  difficult. 
Finally,  whether  in  their  own  homes  or  in 
Poor  Law  Institutions,  blind  folk  can  be 
visited,  read  to,  and  generally  cheered.  This 
again  accentuates  the  fact  that  a  knowledge  of 
Poor  Law  relief,  medical  and  otherwise,  is  an 
absolute  essential  to  the  home  visitor. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Braille  Music  Reviews.  Announcements.  Insets  : 
"  Allendale,"  No.  3  of  "  Scenes  in  Northumberland," 
by  F.  II.  Wood.  Song  :  "  Ettrick,"  by  Graham  Peel. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Famous  Expresses  and 
their  Steeds  :  2,  The  West  Coast — Machines  and  what 
they  can  do — Handwork,  No.  5 — Told  in  Playtime — 
Prize  Competitions — Adieu  to  Fame  and  Fortune  (Poem) 
— Pussy  calls  the  Fire  Brigade.  Supplements  :  "  Com- 
rades "  ;  Announcements:  Map  of  Scotland  :  Industries. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  3s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 


The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National  Union  of 
the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — News  Items — Curves 
and  Curve  Tracing — The  Poet's  Corner — Correspondence 
■ — Advertisements  and  General  Notices — International 
Notes — Favourite  Quotations.  Supplements  :  Literary: 
"  The  Definition  of  Blindness,"  by  N.  Bishop  Harman, 
M.A.,  M.B.  Cantab.,  F.R.C.S.  Eng.,  Senior  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon,  West  London  Hospital.  Announcements. 
Music  :  History  of  a  Song  :  "  A  Man's  a  man  for  a' 
that,"  by  A.  B.  Cooper.  Song  :  "  I  know  of  two  bright 
eyes,"  by  Clutsam.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
8s.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — Modern  Ills  due  to  Wrong  Food — Ask  a 
Tree  about  the  Weather— Rikki  the  Meerkat — A  Detec- 
tive Story  which  happens  to  be  true — Lamp  that  lights 
itself— Wyrchester  Paradise  (Chapters  XXII  to  XXIV), 
by  J.  S.  Fletcher — A  Cowboy  in  Peril — How  did  the 
Salmon  go  ? — Thought  for  the  Month— The  Japanese 
All  Souls'  Day — Conquest  of  the  Cold  World — Fixing 
Easter — Heroes  of  Peace.  (Is.  8d.  per  copy,  post 
free.) 

The  Light  Bringer. — From  the  Braille  Room  :  New  Books  ; 
Pamphlets  ;  The  Seal  of  the  Theosophical  Society — A 
Study  in  Consciousness  II  (Chapter  V),  by  Mrs.  Besant — 
Truth  Relative  and  Absolute — Thought  Power  (Chapter 
II,  concluded),  by  Annie  Besant — The  Health  of  the 
Ethcric  Body  (concluded),  by  Adelaide  Gardner,  B.A. — 
A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Teachings  of  Pythagoras 
(concluded),  by  M.  F.  Tiddman— '•  Thy  Brother,  the 
Angel,  and  Thy  Brother,  the  Beast"  by  Ethel  Bree — 
Theosophv  in  Daily  Life,  by  Dion  Fortune — Theosophy 
and  the  Scientific  Method,  by  A.  R.  C.  Coode-Adams, 
M.A.,  Ph.D.  (Cantab.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad,  lis.  6d.) 


Moon  Magazine. — A  Quiet  Day — The  Dean  and  Wendy — 
Flag  Law — Butterflies'  Long  Trip — Buildings  that 
grow.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in  Moon 
type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news  of  the 
world.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


Braille  Mail. — Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed  Braille. 
It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of  the  world 
and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with  affairs  in  general. 
(Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad.) 


HOME  TEACHER,  Female,  required  for  the  County  of 
Nottingham.  One  with  Home  Teacher's  Certificate 
preferred.  Salary,  £3  per  week.  Applv  with  two  recent 
testimonials,  stating  qualifications,  to  Superintendent, 
Roval  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham. 


WANTED  by  the  Newport  and  Mon.  Blind  Aid  Society  a 
Male  and  Female  Home  Teacher.  Salary,  £156  per 
annum.  Applications,  stating  age,  experience  and 
qualifications,  and  whether  blind,  partially  blind  or 
sighted,  with  three  recent  testimonials,  should  be  sent 
not  later  than  October  11th,  to  The  Secretary,  A. 
Ivo  Lewis,  27  Charles  Street,  Newport,  Mon. 


NORTHERN    COUNTIES    ASSOCIATION    FOR    THE    BLIND 

Applications  are  invited  for  the  position  of  Secretary, 
male  or  female.  Salary,  £300  per  annum.  Applicants 
having  experience  in  general  organisation  and  in  work 
for  the  blind  will  be  preferred.  Applications,  stating 
age,  previous  occupation  and  experience,  together  with 


Appointment  of  Secretary. 

testimonials  and  references,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Association,  70a  Market  Street, 
Manchester,  not  later  than  Monday,  October  4th,  1926. 
Personal  canvassing  a  disqualification. 


THE  BEACON-  Advertisement. 


Games  and  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 

obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


GAMES    FOR    THE    BLIND.— Draughts,    Russian    Fives,    Chess,    Chess   and  Draughts   Outfit,    Cheery 
Families,  Bridge  and   Whist  Cards,  Patience  Cards. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND.— 1  Correspondence  Tablets  ;  2  Brailletle  Board  ;  3  Pocket  Postcard 
Writing  Frame ;  4  Two-lined  Pocket  Guide  for  Giant  Dots;  5  Four-lined  Pocket  Frame ;  6  Two-lined 
interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel ;     10  Braille   Watch; 

11   Compasses. 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road.  Stoke  Newington.  London.  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

for  the  Blind.  224-6-8  Gt.  Portland  Street  London.  W.l 
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MUSIC 

The   prices   of   the    following  pieces  of   music  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d. 


per  copy. 

6450     BRAILLE    MUSIC   CATALOGUE— Dance  Music,  Theoretical  Works,  Music  Literature,  Examination  Papers 

and  Appliances.     SPECIAL  

Church — 
7361     "  Sing  ye  praise,"  and  "All  ye  that  cried  unto  the  Lord,"  Tenor  Solo  and  Chorus,  by  Mendelssohn  (Nos.  3  and  4 
of  "  Hymn  of  Praise  ")  Vertical  score 
Organ — 

Sixty  Voluntaries  for  the  Harmonium,  arr.  by  J.  W.  Elliott — 

Book  I,  Part  1,  Nos.  1  to  32  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  

Book  I,  Part  2,  Nos.  33  to  60  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  

Finale  in  F  (En  forme  d'Ouverture),  by  Hollins  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

Andante  in  B  flat,  from  a  Pianoforte  Duet,  by  Mozart  (arr.  by  Stainer),  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
"  Borcovicus,"  No.  4  of  "  Scenes  in  Northumberland  "  (Bar  by  bar),  by  F.  H.  Wood 
Piano — 

Associated  Board  Examinations,  1927— Studies  and  Pieces- 
Primary  Division,  Lists  A,  B,  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

Elementary  Division,  Lists  A,  B,  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  

Lower  Division,  Lists  B  and  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size         

Higher  Division,  List  A  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size         

Barcarolle  in  A,  by  Eric  James  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

"  Harvest  Home,"  No.  4  of  "  Rustic  Scenes,"  by  A.  C.  Mackenzie  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
"  A  Waltz  Memory,"  by  F.  Nicholls  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

"  Gavotte  Moderne,"  by  A.  W.  Pollitt  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

"  The  Sprite's  Frolic,"  by  Sutcliffe  Smith  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size  

Dance — 

7376  "  My  Irish  Home  Sweet  Home,"  by  L.  Hanley  and  H.  Swain,  Waltz-Son 

7377  "  Reginella,"  Waltz-Song,  by  G.  Lama  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size      .  . 

7378  "  I  don't  believe  it — but  say  it  again,"  Song  Fox-Trot,,  by  A.  Silver  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size    .  . 
Songs — 

7379  "  Thanksgiving,"  bv  F.  H.  Cowen  (E  flat  :  Compass  B,  to  E'),  pocket  size  

7330     "  The  Cherry  Tree,"  by  Janet  Hamilton  (D  flat  :  Compass  D  to  F')  

7381     "  My  mother  bids  me  bind  my  hair,"  by  Haydn  (A  :  Compass  E  to  E'),  pocket  size 

"  Mary  of  Allendale,"  by  J.  Hook  (arr.  by  H.  Lane  Wilson),  (B  flat  :  Compass  B,  to  E'),  pocket  size 

"  Be  Thou  Faithful  unto  Death,"  Tenor  Solo  from  "  St.  Paul,"  by  Mendelssohn  (C  :    Compass  D  to  G'),  pocl 

size 
"  One  morning  very  early,"  by  W.  Sanderson  (F  :  Compass  C  to  F'),  pocket  size 
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(Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The    prices    of     the    following   publications    are    subject  to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Fiction — 

7220-7223     "  In  the  Golden  Davs,"  by  Edna  Lvall,  4  vols 

7152,  7153     "  The  Ship  Beautiful,"  by  C.  R.  Allen.  2  vols 

7187     "  The  Lesson  of  the  Master,"  bv  Henry  James 

7238-7244     "  Old  Saint  Paul's,"  bv  W.  Harrison  Ainsworth,  7  vols.  .  .'■ 

7089-7090     "  The  Ebb  Tide,"  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  2  vols 

4147,  4148     "Maria  Chapdelaine,"  by  Louis  Hemon  (trans,  by  W.  H.  Blake),  2  vols 

7188,  7189     "  Quaint  Companions."  by  Leonard  Merrick.  2  vols.      .  .  .  .  .... 

History — 
6674.  6675     "  French  Revolution."  bv  Hillaire  Belloc,  2  vols 


per  vol. 
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per  vol. 
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MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications   are  subject  to    a   reduction  of   two-thirds  for  the 
blind   resident   in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 


2543-2546     "  In  Tune  with  the  Infinite,"  by  R.  W.  Trine,  4  vols:  (limited  edition) 


per  vol.  12     0 
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THE    SCOPE    OF   BRAILLE 


mAST  month  we  laid  emphasis  on  the 
fact  that  the  blind  world  is  a  world 
fundamentally  diverse  and  as  widely 
separated  in  ambitions  and  desires 
as  the  individual  components  of  the 
seeing  world.  There  is  proof  of 
this  truth  in  every  day's  post  at  any 
large  institution  working  for  the 
blind.  For  instance,  the  General 
Editor  of  all  Braille  publications 
issued  by  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  receives  daily  letters  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  on  the  most  varied  and  remote 
questions,  showing  interest  in  subjects  so  far 
apart  as  Messages  from  Mars  and  the  latest 
craze  in  dance-music.  To  the  best  of  its 
ability,  the  Editorial  Department  endeavours 
to  supply  all  requested  information  ;  indeed 
the  spirit  of  enquiry  is  and  should  be  fostered 
in  every  possible  way,  for  there  is  no  more 
certain  symptom  of  vigorous  health  and 
growth  in  any  community  than  an  omniverous 
appetite  for  knowledge. 

These  reflections  must  prompt  to  sympathy 
with  an  Editor  who  by  force  of  circumstances 
must  try  to  cram  into  half-a-dozen  Braille 
periodicals  as  much  varied  matter  as  is  con- 
tained in — say — half  a  thousand  journals 
printed  in  ordinary  type. 

There  are,  doubtless,  many  readers  of 
"  Progress,"  the  popular  Braille  monthly,  who 
would  like  the  magazine  to  be  a  kind  of 
"  Home  Chat  "  ;  there  are  probably  as  many 
who  would  prefer  a  resemblance  to  "  Tit- 
Bits  "  ;  others  again  would  like  to  find  in  it 
nothing   but   news   of   the   blind  world,   and 


still  others  who  wish  for  a  Braille  "  Nash's  " 
or  a  Braille  "  Observer."  But  to  issue  a 
"  Home-Chat  -Tit-Bits-Nash's-  Observer  -  Blind 
Newspaper  "  is  not  an  easy  matter,  and 
editorial  work  is  complicated  somewhat  when 
by  the  same  post  one  reader  asks  why,  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  are  not  the  results  of 
the  Lancashire  Football  League  given  in  each 
issue,  and  another  states  that  certainly  a 
quarter  of  the  journal  should  be  devoted  to 
reviews  of  the  latest  publications. 

However,  as  we  have  said,  such  difficulties 
and  demands  are  welcomed.  While  the  blind 
seek  to  know  where  Cincinnatus  was  born  or 
how  many  legs  a  spider  has,  the  more  ency- 
clopaedic should  their  knowledge  become. 
For  encyclopaedic  knowledge  may  beget 
encyclopaedic  achievement,  and  it  is  within 
the  bounds  of  possibility  for  a  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography  to  be  formed  from  an 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 

The  mention  of  an  encyclopaedia  suggests 
one  great  difficulty  with  which  the  blind  are 
always  faced.  They  can  make  no  ready 
reference  to  almost  unlimited  libraries.  If  we 
want  any  information,  we  have  our  private 
libraries  and  our  public  libraries  at  command. 
But  the  reference  books  of  the  blind  are 
limited  by  the  limitations  of  Braille,  and  two 
of  the  most  serious  of  the  latter  are  the  cost- 
liness of  production  and  the  space  monopolised 
by  the  nature  of  the  type. 

How  many  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of 
volumes  of  Braille  the  Encyclopxdia  Britannica 
would  occupy,  we  do  not  know — perhaps  we 
might  write  to  the  Editor  of  "  Progress  "  and 


THE    BEACON 


ask  him — but  meanwhile,  it  is  certain  that  a 
reference  from  "  Ahasuerus  "  to  "  Zebras  " 
would  be  more  comfortably  made  in  a  taxi 
than  on  foot.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  im- 
practicable for  any  single  work  exceeding,  say, 
200,000  words  to  be  issued  in  Braille.  Works 
far  more  bulky  than  this  are  of  course  available 
in  Braille,  but  only  for  reference  purposes  ; 
they  can  never  find  a  place  in  a  private  library, 
that  Fountain  of  Youth  to  all  true  book  lovers 
or  readers.  Personally,  we  think  that  an  en- 
deavour should  be  made  to  limit  any  single 
work  to  four  large  volumes  at  the  most;  yet, 
in  so  doing,  we  recognise  that  a  very  serious 
limitation  is  made  in  the  choice  of  works 
transliterated. 

Yet,  while  aware  of  what  Braille  cannot  do, 
we  must  be  exceedingly  grateful  for  what  it 
can.  If  the  blind  cannot  read  Froude's  History 
in  entirety  in  Braille,  they  have  a  Braille  edition 
of  Green.  Although  a  complete  Braille 
Boswell  is  impossible  as  a  bedside  book, 
Marcus  Aurelius,  Epictetus,  Elia,  Thackeray, 
are  at  the  service  of  the  blind.  Tennyson, 
Wordsworth,  Shelley — their  complete  works 
may  not  be  within  constant  reach,  but  the 
cream  of  their  poetry  is  in  the  "  Golden 
Treasury." 

So,  while  bulk  is  Braille's  great  enemy — and 
the  feud  apparently  gives  no  sign  of  abating — 
we  must  concentrate  on  quality.     In  view  of 
the  wide  range  of  taste  in  the  blind  world, 
there  should  be  no  limitations  as  to  the  type 
of  works  selected  for  transliteration,  but  the 
most  careful  and  rigid  judgment  should  be 
exercised  in  choosing  the  representatives  of 
any  one  type  of  book.     For  instance,  while 
there    is    a    "  Three    Musketeers,"    we    can 
neglect  the  innumerable  imitators  of  Dumas  ; 
while  the  "  Ode  to  a  Nightingale  "  is  immortal, 
the  works  of  the  poetasters  can  be  confined  to 
limbo.    Not  all  of  Macaulay's  Essays  equal  his 
"  Clive  "  ;   not  every  detective  rivals  Sherlock 
Holmes.      Latimer  lives,   but  who   cares   for 
Sacheverell  ?    Even  in  lower  types  of  literature, 
we   must  remember  that  there  are   deathless 
"  penny  dreadfuls,"  and  that  not  every  senti- 
mental   romance    of     blonde    heroines    and 
garrulous  serving-maids  has  been  penned  in 
the  purlieus  of  Grub  Street.    Braille  is  adequate 
for  the  provision  of  the  best  of  all  types  of 
books,    but    it   is    totally   inadequate  for  the 
provision  of  the  vast  mass  of  publications  of 
hopelessly  unequal  merit  now  poured  forth  by 
the  printing  press. 


Of  the  hundreds  of  historians  Ancien 
Greece  produced,  not  more  than  half  a  dozen 
— Herodotus,  Thucydides,  Xenephon,  and 
their  peers — have  come  down  to  posterity. 
We  are  inclined  to  be  thankful  for  it.  Readers 
with  eyesight  tend  to  be  stupefied  by  the 
constant  stream  of  new  publications,  and 
more  often  than  not,  rather  than  struggle 
against  the  current,  let  themselves  drift  and 
end  their  literary  voyage  amongst  the  weeds 
and  mud  that  waylay  them. 

But  there  should  be  no  weeds  nor  mud 
across  the  blind  man's  path  through  literature. 
The  ideal  Braille  catalogue  should  be  a  faithful 
guide  through  the  enchanting  wonders  of  the 
Elysian  Fields,  where  no  arid  waste  nor 
tropical  abundance  impede  the  progress  of 
Beauty's  lovers.  There  are  morasses  in  plenty 
in  the  continents  of  learning  ;  but  Braille 
should  slip  surefootedly  across  and  bring  to 
the  blind,  not  merely  the  best  of  an  individual's 
taste,  but  the  best  of  a  world's  taste — the 
outstanding  works  of  every   kind  of  writer. 

The  Editor. 


BRAILLE   CORRESPONDENCE 
CLASSES 

A  SUGGESTION  has  been  put  forward 
by  a  St.  Dunstaner  for  the  formation  of 
Braille  Correspondence  Classes  of  an  educative 
nature  for  the  winter  months.  His  idea  is  that 
each  member  should  select  the  subject  which 
he  wishes  to  study,  such  as  languages,  science, 
economics,  etc.,  and  that  progressive  lessons 
should  be  posted  to  him  or  her  each  week. 
Each  lesson  should  be  put  into  booklet  form, 
and  at  the  end  of  every  week  the  booklet  just 
studied  be  returned,  so  that  other  members 
might  make  use  of  it. 

This  is  the  rough  outline  of  the  scheme 
which,  of  course,  is  subject  to  alteration. 

As  the  idea  seems  certainly  worthy  of 
examination  and  discussion,  the  Editor  would 
be  glad  to  know  how  many  people  would 
welcome  the  scheme ;  and  he  invites  those 
readers  to  whom  it  appeals  to  communicate 
with  him  at  once  on  the  subject,  stating  at 
the  same  time  which  subjects  he  or  she  would 
like  to  study. 
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SOME    SUGGESTIONS    FOR    THE    GUIDANCE    OF 
VOLUNTARY     VISITORS     TO     THE     HOMES     OF 

THE    BLIND 

II— THE    HUMAN    TOUCH 


E  must  suppose  that  the  person  who 
proposes  to  take  up  the  task  of 
visiting  blind  people  is  doing  so 
from  purely  humanitarian  reasons. 
Above  all,  he  or  she  must  be  en- 
dowed with  the  gift  of  sympathy, 
with  the  power  of  visualising  other 
people's  points  of  view,  with  un- 
ending tact,  tireless  patience,  and — 
a  sense  of  humour.  The  average 
blind  person  is  sensitive  and  intro- 
spective. In  some  cases  he  or  she  is  averse  to 
being  visited,  having  become  unused  to  social 
intercourse.  The  late  Miss  Chambers,  in  an 
admirable  chapter  on  visitation  and  social 
welfare  contributed  to  the  "  Handbook  for 
Home  Teachers  of  the  Blind,"  says  : — 

"  Where  a  middle-aged  person  losing  his 
or  her  sight  is  concerned,  much  sensitive- 
ness  and   unwillingness    to   be   considered 
blind  will  often  be  found,  and  frequently  it 
will  be  considered  advisable  to  suggest  that 
it  might  be  well  to  acquire  the  raised  type 
merely  as  a  preventive  against  eye  strain."  .  . 
It   will   be   found   that   people   who   have 
become  blind  often  retire  into  a  world  of  their 
own,    peopled    by    their    own    dreams    and 
visions.    To  find  an  outsider  who  understands 
and  sympathises   and  is   ready  to  enter  into 
their   thoughts   and  ideas   often  comes   as   a 
wonderful  surprise.     It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  the  blind  person's  individuality  be 
understood  and  responded  to.    Often  the  man 
or  woman  who  has  just  become  blind  is  dis- 
couraged and  almost  in  despair.    The  visitor's 
task  is  to  tell  him  of  all  the  possibilities  which 
lie  in  store  for  him — of  the  books  which  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Lending  Library  for  the 
Blind,  when  he  shall  have  mastered  the  Braille 
system,  and  of  the  occupations  which  he  may 
pursue — and  to  effect  intercourse  between  him 
and  other  sightless  folk.     What  other  blind 
people  have  accomplished  is  also  within  his 
ability — to  believe  this  is  of  immense  value  to 
the  newly-blind.    He  should  be  told,  too,  how 
he  can  communicate  with  his  seeing  friends  by 
writing  on  frames  specially  adapted  for  the  use 


of  the  sightless.  If  he  is  too  poor  to  buy  these, 
the  visitor  can  procure  a  slate  and  pierce 
parallel  holes  in  the  sides,  drawing  pieces  of 
string  across  to  form  tight  lines.  By  this  means 
sightless  persons  can  continue  to  write  in 
ordinary  handwriting.  Writers  of  Braille  are 
catered  for  by  numerous  contrivances  in  the 
way  of  frames  and  writing  machines,  particulars 
of  which  will  be  provided  in  our  concluding 
article. 

A  visitor  may  often  be  able  to  give  some 
assistance  in  the  matter  of  household  tasks. 
Blind  people  who  live  alone  frequently  cannot 
realise  the  uncared-for  condition  of  their 
surroundings,  and  the  visitor  may  be  able  to 
suggest  simple  systems  of  minimising  the 
housework,  while  obtaining  good  results. 
This  is  a  matter  which  requires  much  tact  and 
very  careful  handling.  It  has  been  found  that 
in  a  great  many  cases  the  poor  blind  are  better 
looked  after  in  Poor  Law  Institutions  than  in 
their  own  homes,  a  fact  which  should  be 
introduced  cautiously,  and  referred  to  very 
gently  and  gradually.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  noted  that  much  good  can  be  done  by 
visiting  a  blind  man  or  woman  in  a  work- 
house and  taking  to  him  or  her  the  interests  of 
the  outside  world. 

Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  many  of  the 
people  to  be  visited  suffer  from  the  double 
handicap  of  blindness  and  deafness.  Most  of 
us  know  the  manual  alphabet,  and  this  can 
quite  easily  be  adapted  for  the  deaf-blind.  In 
the  afore-mentioned  "  Handbook  for  Home 
Teachers  of  the  Blind  "  Mr.  Edward  Evans 
has  clearly  defined  the  Manual  Alphabet  for 
the  Deaf-Blind  as  follows  : — 

The  first  step  is  for  the  speaker  to  place 
himself  in  such  a  position  that  he  can  easily 
work  upon  the  hand  of  the  listener,  and  for 
this  purpose  it  will  be  found  that  the  most 
convenient  procedure  is  as  follows  : — Take 
the  listener's  left  wrist  firmly  but  lightly  with 
the  left  hand  and  slightly  spread  out  his 
fingers,  keeping  them  fairly  straight. 

The  speaker  can  then  write  with  his  right 
hand    upon    the   listener's    left   hand   with 
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almost  the  same  facility  as  if  it  were  his  own. 
It  would  be  as  well  to  consider  the  receiving 
hand  as  a  sheet  of  paper  upon  which  the 
speaker  desires  to  write  certain  characters. 
It  will  be  obvious  that  the  best  results  will 
be  obtained  when  that  hand  is  not  called 
upon  to  alter  its  position.  Except  for  the 
letter  Q,  no  co-operation  is  asked  for  from 
the  deaf-blind  listener  ;  the  left  hand  must 
be  entirely  receptive  and  passive. 

As  no  characters  are  to  be  written  on  the 
back  of  the  hand,  it  is  therefore  not  necessary 
to  turn  it  round.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  it  is  only  by  proceeding  at  a  good  speed 
that  this  necessarily  cumbersome  method  of 
speech  can  become  acceptable  to  a  deaf-blind 
person  of  average  intelligence. 

At  the  end  of  each  word  it  is  necessary  to 
make  only  a  slight  pause.  In  the  instructions 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  various 
letters,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  the 
manipulations  are  carried  out  by  the 
speaker's  right  hand. 

The  speaker  should  straighten  his 
touching  finger  and  tuck  the  other  fingers 
out  of  the  way  when  the  instruction  says 
"  touch." 

The  vowels  are  written  by  touching  the 
tips  of  the  five  fingers  in  order,  with  the  tip 
of  the  forefinger,  commencing  with  the 
thumb  for  A  and  finishing  with  the  little 
finger  for  U. 

B.  Bunch  the  fingers  so  that  the  tips 
meet  in  an  irregular  ring,  and  place  them  in 
that  form  on  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

C.  The  forefinger  makes  a  circular  flick 
along  the  inner  side  of  the  thumb  and  along 
the  curve  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger, 
finishing  at  the  top  of  the  forefinger. 

D.  Touch  the  tip  of  the  listener's  fore- 
finger with  the  tip  of  the  forefinger,  and  the 
base  of  the  forefinger  with  the  tip  of  the 
thumb. 

F.  Place  the  forefinger  and  middle 
finger  close  together  at  right  angles  across 
the  forefinger. 

G.  The  fist  is  clenched  and  placed  on 
the  palm,  with  thumb  in  highest  position 
and  little  finger  on  the  palm. 

H.  The  hand  is  laid  flat  across  the  palm 
and  moved  upwards  off  the  hand. 

J.  The  tip  of  the  forefinger  touches  the 
tip  of  the  middle  finger  and  is  then  brought 
down  to  the  palm  of  the  hand. 


K.  The  forefinger  is  bent,  palm  turned 
down,  and  middle  joint  laid  along  the  fore- 
finger. 

L.     The  forefinger  is  laid  across  the  palm. 
M.     The  first  three  fingers,  touching,  are 
laid  across  the  palm. 

N.  The  first  two  fingers,  touching,  are 
laid  across  the  palm. 

P.  The  tip  of  the  forefinger  is  lightly 
held  by  the  tips  of  the  forefinger  and  thumb. 
Q.  This  is  the  only  letter  requiring  the 
co-operation  of  the  deaf  subject.  The  tips 
of  his  thumb  and  forefinger  should  be 
brought  in  contact,  and  the  speaker's  fore- 
finger slipped  into  the  loop.  On  no  account 
should  the  speaker's  left  hand  be  brought 
into  play. 

R.  The  forefinger  is  bent  and  laid  across 
the  palm. 

S.  The  forefinger  should  be  bent  and 
linked  with  the  little  finger. 

T.  The  tip  of  the  forefinger  should 
touch  the  palm  of  the  hand  at  side  farthest 
from  the  thumb. 

V.  The  forefinger  and  middle  finger 
should  be  separated  as  far  as  possible  and 
laid  across  the  palm. 

W.  The  palm  of  the  hand  is  laid  flat 
across  the  fingers,  and  the  fingers  bent  over 
and  round  the  fingers. 

X.  The  forefinger  is  laid  at  right  angles 
across  the  forefinger. 

Y.  The  forefinger  is  placed  in  the  joint 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger. 

Z.  The  tips  of  the  fingers  in  a  row  touch 
the  middle  of  the  palm. 

In  the  matter  of  abbreviations  all  will 
depend  on  the  progress  of  the  deaf  person. 
Those  who  have  facility  in  reading  the 
manual  and  have  good  knowledge  of  Braille, 
might  profitably  make  use  of  the  single 
letter  abbreviations  standing  for  complete 
words,  such  as  "  e  "  for  "  every."  Indivi- 
dual variations  in  certain  cases  are  quite 
permissible  as  long  as  the  main  considera- 
tions are  kept  in  view. 

By  far  the  greatest  cause  of  faulty  work  is 
unnecessary  movement  combined  with  care- 
less manipulation. 

Ability  to  receive  ie  not  generally  required, 
unless  the  deaf  subject  is  also  a  mute,  but 
ability  to  read  the  manual  is  a  great  aid  to 
dexterity  in  writing  it. 

(To  be  concluded.) 
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PERSONALITIES 

IN  THE  WORLD  OF  THE  BLIND 

MR.  W.  ROBERTSON,  F.E.I.S. 


HE  genial  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  Glasgow,  but  was  brought 
up  and  received  his  early  education  at 
a  village  school  in  Perthshire,  where 
he  later  served  his  apprenticeship 
as  a  pupil  teacher.  In  those  days 
the  lot  of  a  pupil  teacher  was  no 
easy  one,  as  may  be  gathered  from 
the  fact  that  after  teaching  all  day, 
the  subject 
of  our 
biography  was  obliged 
to  prepare  his  own 
lessons  every  night  and 
attend  school  at  8 
o'clock  in  the  morning 
for  instruction  before 
the  scholars  assembled 
at  9.30. 

After  serving  for 
four  years  (the  usual 
term  was  five)  as  a 
pupil  teacher,  he  enter- 
ed the  Church  of  Scot- 
land Training  College, 
Dundas  Vale,  Glasgow. 
On  completing  his  two 
years'  training  he  left 
the  College  in  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  as  a  first-class 
student. 

Teachers'  salaries  at 
that  time  were  at  a  very 
low  ebb.  and  in  January 
of  the  following  year 
Mr.  Robertson  received 
an  appointment  as 
Assistant  Master  under 
the  Glasgow  School 
Board  for  the  magnificent  sum  cf  £(><,  per 
annum !  Besides  the  day-school,  he  taught  in 
the  evening  classes  for  four  winter  sessions 
and  studied  French  for  the  same  period  at  the 
Glasgow  Athenaeum.  The  French  classes 
commenced  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

He  was  awarded  2nd  Grade  Certificates  for 
Magnetism  and  Electricity,  Sound,  Light  and 
Heat,  and  Physiology,  and  he  possesses  the 
full  D  certificate  (five  subjects)  for  drawing. 

In  March,  1891,  he  was  unanimously  ap- 
pointed Head   Master  of  the  Glasgow    Blind 
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Asylum  School,  a  post  which  he  held  for  ten 
years  with  signal  success.  This  school  attained 
a  high  state  of  efficiency,  as  was  shown  by 
the  uninterrupted  succession  of  excellent 
reports  from  H.M.  Inspectors,  one  of  which 
runs  as  follows  : — 

"  For  several  years  this  school  has  received 
an  uninterrupted  succession  of  eulogistic 
reports.  It  is  difficult  to  add  anything  to  what 
has  been  said  in  past 
years;  the  instruction  is 
at  least  as  effective  as  it 
has  ever  been.  In  every 
class,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest,  the  pro- 
ficiency in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic 
is  wonderful.  Many  of 
the  pupils  have  acquired 
startling  rapidity  in 
mental  calculation,  and 
they  spell  as  c  orrectly 
as  children  who  do  not 
suffer  from  their  limita- 
tions and  are  taught  in 
the  best  schools.  They 
recite  poetry  with  dis- 
tinctness and  expression 
and  show  a  thorough 
appreciation  of  its  mean- 
ing. Their  knowledge 
of  grammar,  history  and 
geography  is  minute 
and  extensive,  and  in 
the  study  of  these 
subjects  they  show  the 
greatest  interest  and 
zest.  The  older  pupils 
are  instructed  in  type- 
writing, and  their  composition  is  not  only 
correct  in  expression  but  gives  evidence  of  a 
wide  general  information. 

"  A  few  clever  boys  in  the  higher  classes  have 
made  rapid  progress  in  Latin  and  mathematics. 
Songs  are  rendered  with  the  greatest  taste  by 
the  admirably  trained  voices  of  a  selected 
choir,  and  several  pupils  have  been  taught  to 
play  the  piano.  Drill  is  performed  with 
vigour  and  perfect  precision,  and  Mr.  Robert- 
son and  Miss  Walker  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  producing  work  which  it  is  impossible  to 
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criticise,  and  they  are  effectively  supported  by 
Miss  Denholm,  Miss  Inskip  and  Miss  Anderson. 
Manual  occupations  include  wickerwork,  clay 
modelling,  carpentry,  bead-work,  hand  and 
machine  sewing.  In  each  of  these,  the  pupils 
display  interest  and  deftness." 

These  results  were  due  in  great  measure  to 
the  harmonious  co-operation  between  Mr. 
Robertson  and  his  assistants,  especially  his 
first  assistant,  the  late  Miss  Jessie  Walker,  who 
was  a  most  loyal  and  devoted  worker  and  one 
whose  cheery  disposition,  tact  and  common- 
sense  contributed  largely  to  the  good  fellow- 
ship which  always  existed  amongst  the 
members  of  the  staff. 

In  a  school  of  this  kind  there  is  always  room 
for  personal  ingenuity,  and  Mr.  Robertson 
soon  found  that  in  teaching  geography  he 
missed  the  provision  of  maps  which  are  so 
essential  to  the  successful  teaching  of  that 
subject.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  maps 
modelled  in  clay  and  then  cast  in  some  durable 
material  would  supply  the  desideratum. 

In  order  to  make  himself  proficient  to 
undertake  the  task,  he  attended  evening  classes 
in  clay  modelling  for  four  winter  sessions  and 
gained  the  National  Book  Prize  of  Scotland  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  session.  He  then  took 
up  the  modelling  of  maps  for  the  blind,  and 
produced  a  complete  set  of  maps  of  all  the 
countries  in  the  world.  With  the  aid  of  Braille 
numbers  and  a  guide  these  are  a  great  boon  to 
both  pupils  and  teachers,  as  by  their  aid  pupils 
can  learn  their  geography  equally  as  well  as 
those  in  a  sighted  school. 

Shortly  after  his  appointment  as  head  master, 
Mr.  Robertson  visited  the  Edinburgh  Blind 
Asylum  and  School  at  West  Craigmillar, 
where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Illingworth,  then  head  master  of  this  Associa- 
tion. From  Mr.  Illingworth  he  received  many 
useful  hints,  and  it  was  after  this  visit  that  Mr. 
Robertson  seriously  took  up  the  subject  of 
seed  bead  work  for  the  blind.  He  considered 
it  to  be  one  of  the  best  exercises  for  the 
development  of  touch,  the  small  beads  being 
similar  to  the  round  dots  of  the  Braille  system. 
Many  hours  of  his  leisure  were  at  this  time 
devoted  to  the  perfecting  of  this  subject,  and 
he  introduced  many  new  designs.  His  book 
on  "  Seed  Bead  Work,"  published  by  Messrs. 
Charles  &  Dible,  is  used  in  many  schools  for 
both  blind  and  sighted.  On  September  16th, 
1859,  the  Educational  Institute    of   Scotland 


conferred  upon  Mr.  Robertson  the  degree  of 
Fellow  of  the  Educational  Institute  of  Scotland. 

In  February,  1 901,  he  applied  for  the  post  of 
Head  Master  and  House  Governor  of  the 
Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  and  was  successful  in  obtaining 
the  appointment  out  of  over  100  applicants. 
The  Royal  Victoria  School  is  beautifully 
situated  in  its  own  grounds  of  6J  acres,  and  is 
z\  miles  from  the  centre  of  Newcastle.  The 
school  premises  at  that  time  consisted  of  a 
temporary  iron  building,  badly  ventilated  and 
quite  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  There  were 
three  uncertificated  mistresses,  and  little  or  no 
provision  was  made  for  technical  training.  Mr. 
Robertson  felt  that  there  was  urgent  need  for 
the  provision  of  suitable  school  premises,  and 
in  the  year  1905  an  up-to-date  building  was 
erected  and  officially  opened  by  the  late  Sir 
Walter  Plummer,  M.P.  The  building  consists 
of  a  central  hall  surrounded  by  six  classrooms, 
library,  museum,  music  rooms,  etc.,  and  pro- 
vides accommodation  for  more  than  100 
pupils,  about  double  the  number  in  attendance 
at  the  time  of  its  construction.  Previously  most 
of  the  pupils  had  left  at  the  age  of  16,  and  Mr. 
Robertson  now  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
training  of  pupils  after  that  age.  His  com- 
mittee were  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  for  such 
provision,  and  competent  instructors  were  en- 
gaged for  basket-making,  mat-making,  mat- 
tress- and  cork  fender-making,  and  efficient 
machinery  driven  by  a  gas  engine  was  installed 
for  dressing  the  mats  and  teasing  the  hair  for 
mattresses.  When  the  pupils  had  completed 
their  training  they  were  engaged  as  journey- 
men, but  no  provision  was  made  at  the  time 
for  the  training  of  girls.  In  19 14  plans  were 
prepared  for  the  erection  of  workshops  and  a 
school  for  technical  training,  but  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  war  this  scheme  was  never  carried 
out. 

In  a  way  this  may  be  considered  fortunate  ; 
for  in  1920  suitable  premises  at  Benwell 
Grange,  with  z\  acres  of  ground,  were 
secured  by  the  committee  for  the  training  of 
girls.  The  total  cost  of  land  and  buildings, 
after  being  renovated,  equipped  and  adapted 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  was  nearly  £12,000.  This  school 
is  now  recognised  by  the  Board,  and  was 
officially  opened  by  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 
Grey,  K.G.,  on  May  23rd,  1923. 

About  two  years  ago,  Benwell  Cottage,  a 
mansion  house  s  tanding  in  its  own  grounds  of 
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some  eight  acres,  came  into  the  market.  This 
was  purchased  by  the  committee  as  a  hostel  for 
male  trainees,  the  premises  were  overhauled 
and  redecorated,  fire  escapes  were  provided 
and  electric  light  and  central  heating  installed. 
The  total  cost  of  these  alterations,  including 
purchase  money,  was  fully  £12,000.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  up-to-date 
technical  schools  for  male  trainees  will  be 
provided  at  the  Cottage.  The  two  training 
centres  are  about  300  yards'  distant  east  and 
west  of  the  main  institution  at  Benwell  Dene. 
All  are  beautifully  situated  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Tyne,  and  Mr.  Robertson  is  now  in 
charge  of  three  schools  of  which  Newcastle 
has  every  reason  to  be  proud. 

His  committee  is  a  progressive  one,  for 
after  having  provided  the  two  training  centres 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  £25,000  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  school,  they  are  now  making 
increased  provision  for  elementary  school 
children  at  a  further  cost  of  £-',000.  Mr. 
Robertson  expects  that  local  education  authori- 
ties to  whom  an  appeal  has  been  made  will 
financially  support  this  latter  scheme,  as  well 
as  the  proposed  new  technical  schools  which 
will  be  erected  at  the  Cottage  as  soon  as  finan- 
cial assistance  is  assured.  He  hopes  to  see  all 
these  schemes  in  good  working  order  before 
the  time  of  his  retirement,  thus  leaving  behind 
him  a  legacy  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 
The  high  standard  of  woik  at  the  school  and 
the  excellent  tone  which  prevails  is  due  in  a 
large  measure  to  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Robertson  conducts  operations. 

His  ability  as  a  teacher  has  been  well  proved 
during  nearly  39  years  of  almost  uninterrupted 
service,  for  his  teaching  career  started  in 
January,  1888.  He  takes  the  deepest  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind, 
and  was  prominent  in  the  formation  of  the 
North  of  England  Union  of  Institutions, 
Societies  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  which 
took  place  20  years  ago.  At  the  request  of 
Miss  Edith  Wright,  the  first  Organising  Sec- 
retary, he  compiled  the  first  register  of  the 
blind  for  the  County  of  Northumberland.  The 
first  Annual  Report  in  manuscript  was  pre- 
sented to  him  "  With  Miss  E.  Wright's  best 
wishes  and  thanks  for  all  his  kindness."  He 
has  been  associated  with  the  Union  since  its 
inception,  and  has  been  for  years  a  member  of 
its  Executive.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Northern 
Counties  Association  for  the  Blind.  Mr. 
Robertson  is  a  life  member  of  the  College  of 


Teachers  of  the  Blind,  a  member  of  the 
Northern  Branch  of  the  Teachers  of  the  Blind 
and  a  member  of  the  Northumberland  Blind 
Persons  Act  Committee. 

He  has  addressed  various  branches  of  the 
Educational  Institute  of  Scotland  and  other 
bodies  on  matters  relating  to  the  blind,  es- 
pecially their  education  and  training. 

In  his  teaching  the  human  note  is  ever 
present.  He  reads  the  news  to  the  pupils 
every  morning,  so  that  they  are  kept  in  touch 
with  events  throughout  the  world.  As  his 
pupils  are  quick  to  see  the  point  of  a  joke,  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  tell  or  read  to  them  a 
funny  story.  "  It  is  better,"  he  says,  "  to  go 
about  one's  work  with  a  cheery  countenance 
than  a  '  down-in-the-dumps  '  expression." 
And  in  this  spirit  he  encourages  all  manner  of 
recreative  sport,  and  on  the  annual  gala  day 
at  the  school  hundreds  of  people  attend  to 
hear  the  musical  programme  by  the  pupils  and 
to  see  them  compete  in  their  various  games. 

He  himself  was  at  one  time  a  keen  fisher, 
cyclist  and  golfer,  but  his  leisure  time  will  now 
only  permit  of  an  evening  game  at  bowls,  for 
his  conscientious  fulfilment  of  his  duties 
allows  no  time  for  lengthy  recreation.  His 
life,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  has  been  spent  in 
teaching,  and  his  efforts  have  been  crowned 
with  a  large  measure  of  success.  His  policy  is 
essentially  progressive — he  is  ever  foremost  in 
taking  up  new  ideas,  expanding  them,  im- 
proving, inventing.  Quietly  and  unobtru- 
sively his  work  has  been  performed,  and  he 
has  enjoyed  deserved  popularity  not  only 
among  the  officials  at  his  schools  but  also 
among  the  blind  generally.  Genial  and 
modest,  resolute  and  kind,  Mr.  Robertson 
may  be  considered  one  of  the  greatest  educa- 
tionalists of  the  blind  in  the  country. 


WIRELESS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

AS  a  result  of  the  appeal  for  wireless  sets 
and  headphones  for  blind  people,  the 
following  have  been  received  up  to  October 
nth  : — 

61  crystal  sets,  30  headphones. 

The  following  have  now  been  distributed  : 
256  sets,  412  headphones,  195  licences 
and  42  aerials. 
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THE    BLIND    AND    WIRELESS 
LICENCES 

WIRELESS  is  proving  so  great  a  blessing 
in  the  blind  world  that  we  feel  sure  that 
out  readers  will  be  in  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment to  provide  free  wireless  licences  for  the 
blind. 

When  the  House  of  Commons  reassembles 
in  the  early  part  of  November,  the  Chairman 
of  St.  Dunstan's,  Captain  Ian  Fraser,  M.P., 
will  introduce  a  "  Bill  to  facilitate  the  use  of 
wireless  telegraphy  by  the  blind."  The  Bill 
will  propose  that  licences  should  be  granted 
to  blind  persons  free  of  charge,  as  recommended 
by  last  year's  Broadcasting  Committee,  of 
which  Captain  Fraser  was  a  member.  The 
report  of  this  Committee  endorsed  the  clause 
relating  to  free  licences  for  the  blind,  which 
the  Government  had  expressed  its  intention  of 
accepting  in  connection  with  the  "  Wireless 
Telegraphy  and  Signalling  Bill,  1925."  This 
Bill  was,  however,  dropped,  and  it  now  appears 
that  Parliament  will  not  be  asked  to  pass  a  new 
Act  in  connection  with  the  transfer  of  the 
broadcasting  system  from  the  British  Broad- 
casting Company  to  a  national  body.  The 
transfer  can  be  effected  in  other  ways,  but  an 
Act  of  Parliament  will  be  necessary  if  Captain 
Fraser's  proposal  is  to  be  adopted. 

We  understand  that  Captain  Fraser's  pro- 
posed Bill  has  the  sympathy  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  but  the  danger  to  its  passing  lies  in 
the  great  pressure  of  other  essential  legislation 
with  which  the  Government  will  be  faced  in 
the  coming  session.  But,  if  the  general 
sympathy  and  support  of  Parliament  can  be 
secured  for  the  measure,  it  will  mean  that  as  a 
non-contentious  Bill  its  passage  through  the 
House  will  take  up  so  little  time  that  the 
Government  may  be  able  to  give  the  necessary 
facilities.  It  is  here  that  the  blind  everywhere 
can  render  very  valuable  aid.  While  we  feel 
convinced  that  Members  of  Parliament  of  all 
parties  will  have  the  keenest  sympathy  with 
the  proposed  measure,  it  is  possible,  and  indeed 
likely,  that  if  the  value  of  the  Bill  to  blind 
persons  is  brought  personally  and  directly  to 
the  notice  of  individual  members,  the  general 
support  they  will  give  it  will  render  its  quick 
passage  into  law  far  more  likely.  We  therefore 
urge  that  blind  people  and  others  who  have 
the  interests  of  the  blind  at  heart  should  either 
by  personal  interview,  by  letter,  or  by  any  other 
means  which  present  themselves,  ask  their 
local  Member  of  Parliament  to  support  Captain 


Fraser's  Bill.  The  time  that  remains  before  the 
Bill  is  presented  to  Parliament  is  so  short,  that 
readers  are  urged  to  put  the  matter  in  hand  at 
once. 


BRIGHTON  SCHOOL  FOR  BLIND 
BOYS 

AT  the  second  Brighton  Competitive 
Musical  Festival,  held  in  July,  the  boys 
from  Brighton  School  for  Blind  Boys  com- 
peted in  two  sections,  and  were  awarded 
first  places  in  both. 

In  class  14  (limited  to  45  voices)  the  test 
piece  was  "  The  Bird  of  God,"  by  Martin 
Shaw,  and  a  folk  song  ("  Seventeen  come 
Sunday  "). 

The  maximum  marks  were  100,  and  the 
blind  boys  were  placed  first  with  90,  and  their 
singing  gained  high  comment  from  the 
adjudicator,  A.  Cunningham,  Esq,.,  F.R.C.O., 
who  remarked  that  the  rendering  of  the  folk 
song  was  beyond  criticism. 

This  success  gained  for  the  school  a  hand- 
some challenge  shield  presented  by  the  local 
branch  of  the  Trinity  College  of  Music. 

In  class  8  (limited  to  25  voices)  the  test 
piece  was  "  Drake's  Drum,"  by  Coleridge 
Taylor,  and  a  sea  shanty  ("  Billy  Boy  ").  In 
this  class  the  blind  boys  were  again  first  with 
88  marks  out  of  too. 

The  result  is  a  striking  tribute  to  the  work 
of  the  School  Music  Master,  Mr.  Leonard  A. 
Marsh,  Mus.  Bac,  F.R.C.O. 


GUILD  OF  BLIND  GARDENERS 

FOR  the  first  time  since  its  foundation,  the 
Guild  held  an  exhibit  of  flowers  and 
vegetables  at  the  North  of  England  Horti- 
cultural Society's  Show,  which  was  held  at 
Harrogate  on  the  15  th,  16th  and  17th  of 
September.  Exhibits  were  shown  by  regis- 
tered members  and  by  the  Home  for  Blind 
Women,  Brighton.  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  King's 
Langley,  who  was  so  successful  at  the  Chelsea 
Flower  Show  and  at  the  National  Rose 
Society's  Show  in  Regent's  Park  this  year, 
again  won  the  majority  of  the  prizes.  Con- 
siderable interest  was  shown  by  the  public  in 
the  Guild's  exhibits,  and  it  is  hoped  that  its 
activities  may  thus  become  more  widely 
known  in  the  North  of  England. 
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JIG-SAW  PUZZLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 


THE  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  calls 
the  attention  of  readers  to  some  fine 
jig-saw  puzzles  which  should  prove  a  source 
of  much  amusement  in  the  long  winter 
evenings .  The 
various  pieces 
which  go  to  form 
these  puzzles  are 
shaped  out  of 
wood,  and  the 
contours  can  be 
readily  felt  and 
pieced  together,  as 
the  objects  are 
raised  above  their 
backgrounds. 


Jig-Saw  Puzzle: 


The  main  pieces 
are  also  provided 
with  raised  dots, 
which  help  to 
indicate  the  various 
positions. 

Three  different  objects  are  at  present  in 
stock,  namely,  a  horse,  a  cow,  and  a  steam 
engine,  and 
two  different 
models  of  each 
puzzle  are 
obtainable,  the 
one  with  a 
plain  back- 
ground, the 
other  with 
a  background 
formed  of 
sep  arate 
pieces.  The 
models  are 
attractively 
coloured,  and 
the  prices, 
exclusive  of 
postage,  are  : — 

Horse,  with  plain  background,   2/3    (Cata- 
logue No.  9204)  ; 
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Horse,   with   Background  of   Separate 
Pieces. 


Jig-Saw  Puzzle:  Locomotive  (London,   Midland   &   Scottish   Railway) 
with  Plain   Background. 


Horse,  with  background  of  separate  pieces, 
2/9  (Catalogue  No.  9204)  ; 

Cow,  with  plain  background,  2/3  (Catalogue 
No.  9205)  ; 

Cow,  with  back- 
ground of  separate 
pieces,  2/9  (Cata- 
logue No.  9205)  ; 

Engines,  with 
plain  backgrounds, 
5/9- 

Engines,  with 
backgrounds  of 
separate  pieces,  4/3 
(Catalogue  Nos.  : 
London  and  North 
Eastern  Railway, 
9200  ;  London, 
Midland  and 
Scottish,  9201  ; 
9202;  Great 

Western,  9203). 
It    is    anticipated    that    these    puzzles    will 
enjoy  a  great  deal  of  popularity,  in  which  case 

the  models  at 
present  avail- 
able will  in  all 
probability  be 
followed  by 
others.  In  the 
case  of  the 
more  difficult 
models,  the 
blind  child  can 
learn  to  man- 
ipulate the 
pieces  with  the 
aid  of  a  sighted 
frie  nd,  and 
will  soon  find 
it  possible  to 
fit  the  pieces 
together  without  help  and  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time. 
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FACTORY  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND  OF  GERMANY 

By    Miss    BETTY    HIRSCH 

(Director  of  the  "  Silex  "  School  for  the   War  Blinded) 


n"  ITTLE  accidents  sometimes  lead  to 
great  success,  and  of  this  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  example.  Shortly  after 
the  beginning  of  the  Great  War 
one  of  our  greatest  oculists  assisted 
me  to  found  a  school  for  our 
blinded  soldiers.  After  encouraging 
them  by  teaching  them  Braille  and 
the  use  of  a  small  typewriter,  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  communicate 
with  their  families,  we  thought  of 
providing  them  with  some  profession  that 
might  give  them  pleasure  and  prove  useful  to 
them  both  from  an  ethical  and  a  practical  point 
of  view.  It  was  not  difficult  to  find  the  right 
way  for  the  men  of  higher  education,  as  they 
either  turned  to  their  old  professions  or,  by 
continuing  their  studies,  were  soon  able  to  find 
work  to  their  liking. 

The  manual  workers,  however,  were  not  so 
easily  satisfied,  as  they  did  not  want  to  learn 
the  typical  handicrafts  of  the  blind,  such  as 
brush  or  basket  making,  It  would  take  them 
years  to  learn  these  handicrafts  thoroughly,  and 
they  wanted  to  work  with  a  certain  profit  and 
feel  that  they  could  again  be  of  use  to  their 
families.  One  day,  when  talking  about  his 
future  work  to  a  man  who  had  been  a  black- 
smith before  he  went  to  the  war  and  who  had 
lost  both  eyes,  I  was  told  by  him  amid  tears 
that  he  would  never  take  up  work  unless  it 
brought  him  in  touch  with  iron  again.  I 
certainly  understood  the  poor  fellow's  feeling 
for  his  old  work,  but  for  the  moment  I  did  not 
know  how  to  help  him  realise  his  heart's  desire. 
I  promised  to  think  out  a  solution — and  the 
next  morning  I  had  it. 

For  some  years  before  the  war  I  had  been 
teaching  a  blind  girl,  the  daughter  of  a  major 
in  the  army,  who  was  the  director  of  one  of  the 
largest  ammunition  factories  in  Spandau.  I 
was  sure  he  would  help  me.  Hitherto  no 
blind  person  had  ever  worked  in  a  factory  in 
Germany  ;  but  I  told  the  major  I  was  sure  to 
find  suitable  work  for  the  man  if  only  I  were 
permitted  to  examine  the  different  kinds  of 
work,  and  try  myself.  He  willingly  helped  me 
obtain  permission  from  the  Ministry  of  War 
to  visit  the  ammunition  factories  and  search 


for    possibilities    for    work    for    my    blinded 
soldiers. 

It  was  with  some  feeling  of  anxiety  that  I 
entered  the  factories  and  sat  down  among  the 
factory  girls  and  men  to  test  a  work  I  had  never 
thought  of  touching.  But  I  thought  of  my 
poor  blacksmith,  and  all  was  well.  I  found 
six  or  seven  kinds  of  work  I  could  do  without 
difficulty.  To  make  matters  quite  clear  to  my 
soldiers,  I  asked  one  of  the  officers  to  come  to 
our  hospital  and  tell  the  blind  people  the  result 
of  my  researches.  A  few  days  later  five  of  the 
blind  men  went  to  the  factory,  and  as  they  felt 
happy  at  being  able  to  work  again  among  other 
people  and  even  to  make  some  money  for 
their  wives  and  children,  they  encouraged 
other  comrades  ;  so  that,  very  soon,  there  were 
25  blind  soldiers  working  full  time  in  different 
factories.  This  was  the  first  introduction  of 
factory  work  for  the  blind  in  Germany.  A 
busy  time  followed  for  me. 

My  friend  the  blacksmith  was  happy,  and, 
without  knowing  it,  he  had  become  the 
founder  of  a  source  of  happiness  and  help  to 
hundreds  of  blind  persons.  When  this 
splendid  result  became  known,  several  large 
factories  in  and  near  Berlin  opened  their  doors 
to  blinded  soldiers.  I  was  the  first  to  look  for 
suitable  work,  whereupon  the  men  were 
employed  without  delay.  Siemens-Schuckert, 
M.  Mix  and  Genest,  the  General  Electric 
Co.,  and  many  other  concerns  soon  employed 
many  blinded  workmen  amongst  their  sighted 
workers. 

Since  the  war,  and  especially  since  1920 
when  the  civilian  blind  were  also  assigned  to 
the  After-Care  Department  of  the  Berlin  After- 
care for  Blinded  Soldiers,  it  has  become  quite 
a  common  feature  to  see  blind  men  and  women 
performing  all  sorts  of  factory  work.  This 
department  has  no  connection  with  the  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  and  has  worked  wonderfully 
well  in  finding  work  for  the  sightless  in 
factories.  Below  I  give  statistics  of  the  number 
of  blind  people  and  the  kind  of  factories  in 
which  they  are  employed.  Unfortunately  the 
great  wave  of  unemployment  which  has  swept 
over  Germany  for  about  a  year  has  stopped 
much  work  in  progress,  but  it  must  be  hoped 
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that  there  will  soon  be  a  turn  for  the  better  in 
industry.  Nevertheless,  we  continue  to  look  out 
for  new  work ;  and,  as  it  usually  does  not  take 
much  time  to  learn  it,  many  blind  persons  are 
able  to  make  a  modest  living  soon  after  be- 
coming blind.  They  are  thus  not  obliged  to 
leave  their  families  in  order  to  spend  years  in 
learning  a  trade  which  at  best  would  not  yield 
sufficient  to  keep  them  and  their  families. 

The  pay  for  the  blind  worker  in  factories  is 
the  same  as  that  of  the  sighted  worker.  At  the 
moment,  it  is  not  very  high,  as  the  wage 
schedule  always  depends  upon  the  business 
conditions  of  the  moment.  Work  at  great 
electrical  machines,  such  as  is  performed  at  the 
Siemens  factories,  is  not  in  favour  among  the 
blind,  as  the  terrible  noise  of  the  machines  is 
too  much  of  a  strain  on  their  nerves.  The 
blinded  soldiers,  especially,  have  often  been 
compelled  to  give  it  up  and  turn  to  manual 
work  in  factories. 

The  pay  also  differs  in  the  different  branches. 
Thus,  work  in  the  chemical  industry  is  one  of 
the  best  in  this  respect.  It  would  not  be  wise 
for  me  to  quote  statistics  of  wages,  as  these 
vary  constantly. 

Thus,  like  everything  else  on  earth,  factory 
work  for  the  blind  has  two  sides,  and  if  there 
are  many  blind  who  enjoy  this  work  greatly, 
there  are  others  who  dislike  it.  Our  aim  must 
always  be  to  develop  the  work  and  make  it 
easy  for  those  who  wish  to  engage  in  it.  At 
any  rate,  it  has  given  bread  and  employment 
to  many. 

In  the  following  list  I  am  able  to  give  only 
the  number  of  blind  persons  employed  in 
factories  in  and  near  Berlin.  Statistics  for 
those  living  in  other  parts  of  Germany 
are  not  available. 

Metal  Industry  (machinery,  motor  cars, 
steel  pens,  lamps,  aphlogistic  lamps,  incan- 
descent light,  broadcasting,  pocket  lamps, 
electrical  numerators,  telephone,  telegraph  and 
optical  factories). 

89  blind  ex-service  men, 
209  civilian  blind. 
Chemical  Industry. 

4  blind  ex-service  men, 
1 2  civilian  blind. 
Food  and  Victuals  Industry  (Chocolate 
factory,  sweets,  tobacco,  cigars  and  cigarette 
industry). 

20  blind  ex-service  men, 
50  civilian  blind. 


Paper  and  Pasteboard  Industry. 

1  blind  ex-service  man, 
19  civilian  blind. 

Wood  Industry. 

7  civilian  blind. 
Textile  and  Clothing  Industry. 

3  blind  ex-service  men, 

28  civilian  blind. 
Graphical  Industry. 

2  blind  ex-service  men, 
10  civilian  blind. 

Total:  119  ex-service  men:  335  civilian 
blind.     Grand  total,  454. 

These  figures  date  from  30th  June,  1926. 
In  each  of  the  above  branches  there  are  many 
different  kinds  of  work  performed  by  the 
blind  workers.  To  describe  them  in  detail 
would  consume  too  much  space. 


THE   BIBLE    IN   ESPERANTO 

THE  British  Esperanto  Association  sends 
us  the  following  communication  : — 
"An  important  event  in  the  history  of  Esperanto 
is  the  publication  of  the  whole  of  the  Bible  in 
Esperanto  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  and  the  Bible  Society  of  Scotland. 
The  Old  Testament  translation  was  made  by 
Dr.  Zamenhof  direct  from  the  Hebrew.  The 
New  Testament  is  a  revised  edition  of  the 
Esperanto  New  Testament  published  in  19 12, 
translated  by  a  committee  of  Greek  scholars. 
The  present  translation  has  involved  many 
years  of  painstaking  work  by  experts,  and  is 
believed  to  be  one  of  the  best  existing  in  any 
language." 

WE  hear  from  Italy  of  the  publication  of 
a  new  musical  monthly  magazine  in 
Braille,  entitled  "  La  Voce  della  Musica  " 
("  The  Voice  of  Music  ").  It  is  divided  into 
five  parts,  as  follows  : — 

1.  Recreative  music  ; 

2.  Dance  music  ; 

3 .  Drawing-room  music  ; 

4.  Classical  music  ; 

5.  Sacred  Music. 

Subscription  :  One  part,  20  Italian  lire  ; 
two  parts,  38  Italian  lire  ;  three  parts,  54 
Italian  lire  ;  four  parts,  68  Italian  lire  ;  com- 
plete, 75  Italian  lire. 

All  communications  to  Professor  Giovanni 
Coppola,  39  Via  Santamaura,  Rome,  Italy. 
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ADDITIONS      TO      STUDENTS'     LIBRARY 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE   FOR  THE   BLIND 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Author.  Title.  Vols. 

Winstanley,  L.     Tolstoy  . .  . .  . .  . .        1 

CLASSICS. 
Livingstone,  R.  W.     Pageant  of  Greece  . .  7 

Tacitus.     Agricola  (trans,  by  A.  J.  Church)    .  .  .  .        1 

ECONOMICS. 

Barker,  D.  A.     Cash  and  Credit  2 

ENGLISH    LITERATURE. 

Bailey,  J.     Milton  2 

Hughes,  A.  M.  D.  (ed.  by).     Milton 3 

Noyes,  A.     Some  Aspects  of  Modern  Poetry  .  .  .  .        3 

Sterne,  L.     Sentimental  Journey  .  .  .  .  .  .        2 

Rhys,  E.     Lyric  Poetry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        6 

Stephen  Leslie.     George  Eliot   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        3 

ESSAYS    AND    BELLES    LETTRES. 
Weeks,  K.     Science,  Sentiments  and  Senses   .  .  .  .        2 

Riddell,  Lord.     Some  Things  that  Matter       .  .  .  .        2 

HISTORY. 
Skrine,  F.  H.     Expansion  of  Russia     .  .  .  .  .  .        5 

Agate,  L.  S.     Luther  and  the  Reformation     .  .  .  .        1 

Lees,  B.  A.  (ed.  by).     Gesta  Francorum  . .  .  .        3 

LAW. 
"  Law  Notes."     Guide  to  New  Property  Statutes      .  .        7 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Forster,  J.     Four  Great  Teachers  ..  ..         ...        2 

Stevenson,  R.  L.     Travels  with  a  Donkey       . .  .  .        1 

MODERN    LANGUAGES. 
France,  Anatole.     Cranquebille  . .  .  .  . .        2 

Estaunie,  E.     LTnfirme  aux  Mains  de  Lumiere         .  .        1 
Gerstacker,   F.     Germelshausen  (Harrap's   Bi-Lingual 
Series)     .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .        1 

Redier,  A.     Guerre  des  Femmes  .  .  .  .  .  .        6 

Storm,  J.  W.  Immensee  (Harrap's   Bi-Lingual   Series)       1 
Faguet,  E.     Petite  Histoire  de  la  Litterature  Franchise      5 
Moliere.     Les  Fourberies  de  Scapin      . .  .  .  . .        1 

Racine.     Les  Plaideurs  (Comedie)         .  .  .  .  .  .        1 

POETRY   AND    DRAMA. 
Beckhofer,  C.  E.     (Trans,  by)  Five  Russian  Plays     .  .        2 

Shelley,  P.  B.     The  Cenci  1 

Wycherley,   W.     The   Country   Wife,   and   the   Plain 

Dealer  (ed.  by  G.  L.  Churchill)         5 

POLITICAL    SCIENCE. 
More,  Sir  T.     Utopia  and  Edward  V    .  .  . .  .  .        5 

Plato.     Republic  (trans,  by  H.  Spens)  .  .  .  .        4 

Davidson,     W.     L.     Political    Thought    in     England 

(Bentham  to  Mill)         2 

PSYCHOLOGY. 
Bergson,  H.     Essais  sur  les  Donnees  Immediates  de  la 
Conscience  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  ....        9 

Villey,  P.     Le  Monde  des  Aveugles       .  .  .  .  .  .        9 

THEOLOGY   AND    RELIGION. 

David,  Mrs.  Rhys.     Buddhism  3 

Margolieth,  D.  S.     Mohammedanism    .  .  .  .  .  .        3 


Every  day  is  a  little  life,  and  our  whole  life  is 
but  a  day  repeated.  The  only  way  to  re- 
ge  nerate  the  world  is  to  do  the  duty  which 
lies  nearest  to  us,  and  not  to  hunt  after  grand, 
far-fetched  ones  for  ourselves. 

C.  Kingsley. 


TEACHING    IN    A    TEMPLE 

THE  "  Outlook  for  the  Blind  "  records  a 
valuable  effort  which  is  being  made  to 
bring  to  the  remote  districts  of  China  the 
benefits  of  modern  methods  of  instruction  of 
the  blind.  Dr.  H.  J.  Openshaw,  of  Chengtu, 
Szechwan,  West  China,  has  had  charge  of  the 
only  school  for  blind  pupils  in  a  population 
about  ten  times  the  size  of  the  city  of  New 
York — a  school  directed  by  the  Baptist  church. 

Dr.  Openshaw  reports  gratifying  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Chinese,  who  realise  the 
great  need  for  such  work  as  is  being  carried  on 
at  the  school  at  Szechwan.  Last  year,  Gover- 
nor General  Yang  Sen  made  available  for  the 
use  of  this  school  an  old  temple  property 
which  has  helped  to  give  facility  and  perman- 
ence to  the  enterprise.  Other  quarters  were 
previously  provided  rent  free  through  the 
interest  of  a  group  of  Chengtu  business  men. 

The  teaching  staff  now  comprises  three 
teachers  who  have  their  sight  and  two  who 
are  blind.  One  of  the  aims  of  this  school  is  to 
supply  trained  teachers  of  the  blind  for  work 
elsewhere  in  China. 

Dr.  Openshaw  says  that  the  boys  are 
especially  adept  in  industrial  work,  and  that 
there  is  a  steady  output  of  furniture  from 
their  workshops.  They  have  daily  physical 
drill  and  out-of-door  games  into  which  they 
put  much  energy  and  enjoyment. 

At  this  school,  no  charge  is  made  for 
tuition,  and  twenty  dollars  in  gold  maintains  a 
pupil  for  an  entire  year. 

The  school  for  these  blind  Chinese  boys  in 
Chengtu  and  the  excellent  work  Dr.  Openshaw 
is  carrying  on  there  is  in  such  a  remote  section 
of  China  that  it  takes  three  months  for  mail 
from  New  York  to  reach  him.  In  the  journey 
up  the  Yangtse  River  from  Shanghai  as  much 
time  is  consumed  as  in  a  trip  from  Shanghai 
to  New  York. 


A  well-known  figure  will  disappear  from 
Birkenhead's  municipal  life  by  the 
retirement  of  Alderman  C.  J.  Proctor,  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  Birkenhead's  Council. 
He  has  been  almost  blind  for  16  years.  Mr. 
Proctor  has  been  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
17  years,  and  is  now  76.  In  spite  of  the  loss 
of  his  sight,  he  has  carried  on  bravely  with 
his  work,  always  interesting  himself  in  matters 
concerning  educational  development  in 
Birkenhead. 
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HOME    OCCUPATIONS    FOR   THE    BLIND 

LIGHT  WILLOW  BASKETRY— II 


uff  Pail-shaped  Shopping  Basket. 
— Let  us  now  use  the  5  in.  bottom 
described  in  the  previous  article  for 
making  a  simple  shopping  basket 
with  straight  sides.  Having  cut  off 
ends  of  bottom  sticks  and  all  other 
surplus  ends,  we  select  24  sound 
rods  of  suitable  size  for  stakes  and 
push  their  sharpened  butt  ends 
into  bottom  one  on  either  side  of 
each  bottom  stick  end.  The  bottom 
is  now  turned  over  so  that  it  is  like  an  inverted 
saucer,  and  the  stakes  turned  up  by  inserting 
point  of  knife  and  giving  it  a  half  turn  as 
each  stake  is 
brought  up. 
The  stakes  are 
enclosed  in  a 
previo  usly- 
prepared  hoop 
(which  is  re- 
moved when 
an  inch  or  so 
of  randing  has 
been  worked) 
and  the  upsett 
begun  with 
three  tops. 
When  the  butts 
of  these  three 
rods  are  reach- 
ed three  more 
butts  are  pieced 
in,  i.e.,  pushed 
through  on  the 
right  and  close 
to  old  butt  so 
that  the  latter  is  left  on  outside  and  the  new 
butt  on  inside  of  basket,  and  when  these  three 
have  been  worked  out  to  their  tops  the  upsett 
is  complete.  Next  comes  randing  which  with 
willow  is  not  carried  continuously  round  and 
round  the  basket,  but  worked  as  follows  : — 
Lay  the  butt  of  the  first  randing  rod  against  the 
inside  of  a  stake  and  proceed  with  ordinary 
randing  till  top  of  rod  is  reached,  this  being 
left  on  outside  of  work.  Now  go  back  to  the 
starting  point  and  place  the  butt  of  second 
randing  rod  against  the  stake  next  on  the  right 
of  that  against  which  the  first  rod  was  placed  ; 
the  third  rod  will  be  placed  against  the  third 
stake,  and  so  on.    When  it  is  required  that  the 


Light  Willow  Basketry:  Pail-Shaped 
Basket;  Oval  Gar 


randing  shall  finish,  it  is  levelled  off  by  adding 
rods  or  parts  of  rods  to  the  lower  parts  to 
bring  them  up  to  correct  level.  In  this  case 
the  randing  is  levelled  off  when  a  depth  of  four 
inches  is  reached  and  an  inch  or  so  of  rush 
pairing  worked  (or  rush  or  straw  plait  may  be 
used,  in  which  case  an  odd  number  of  stakes 
will  be  needed).  More  randing  is  then  worked 
bringing  the  depth  to  7  ins.,  the  diameter  here 
being  about  7  ins.  also.  A  top  wale  is  now  put 
on  in  the  same  way  as  the  upsett,  using  six  rods, 
and  the  stakes  formed  into  a  three-rod  plain 
border.  Plain  borders  in  willow  are  finished 
by  cramming  instead  of  drawing  off  as  in  pulp 

cane  work  ;  if 
the  learner  will 
examine  an 
ordinary 
basket  such  as 
the  household 
clothes  basket 
he  will  see  how 
this  is  done, 
and  inciden- 
tally have  in 
his  hands  a 
large-scale 
model,  illus- 
trating several 
other  strokes 
in  light  willow 
basketry.  For 
the  handle  a 
bow  of  willow 
or  whole  cane 
i  s  inserted, 
four  rods 
long  enough  to  pass  twice  across  bow  selected, 
and  the  first  of  these  pushed  down  on  left  of 
bow.  The  rod  is  then  coiled  five  times  round 
bow  and  taken  through  under  border  from 
outside  of  basket.  A  second  rod  is  now  in- 
serted at  this  side  and  coiled  across  by  the  side 
of  the  first  one.  The  second  and  third  rods  are 
treated  in  a  similar  way,  and  then  all  four  rods 
are  taken  in  turn  once  more  across  and  finished 
off. 

Round  Bread  Basket. — This  is  of 
white  willow  with  an  8  in.  bottom  having 
eight  bottom  sticks.  There  are  32  stakes,  and 
after  an  upsett  as  described  above,  3  ins.  of 
randing  is  worked,  the  sides  sloping  well  out 


Shopping  Basket;   Round  Bread 
den   Basket. 
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so  as  to  get  an  inside  top  measurement  of  io| 
ins.  A  four-rod  or  five-rod  plain  border  com- 
pletes the  basket. 

Round  Wastepaper  Basket,  Buff. — This 
has  a  6  in.  bottom  with  seven  sticks  :  three 
across  four.  Twenty-seven  stakes  are  used, 
and  after  upsett  the  basket  is  slewed  to  a  depth 
of  6  ins.  Unlike  randing,  slewing  is  worked 
continuously  round  and  round  the  basket,  a 
new  rod  being  added  above  the  others  as  an 
old  one  finishes  beneath.  Above  the  slewing 
a  wale  is  worked,  and  above  this  a  section  of 
randing,  bringing  the  depth  to  8  ins.  A  top 
wale  is  added,  and  a  simple  plait  border.  The 
inside  diameter  of  basket  at  top  is  8  ins. 

Round  Open  Workbasket. — This  is  of 
buff  sided  with  rush  plait,  straw  plait,  or  sea- 
grass.  8  in.  bottom  with  eight  bottom  sticks  ; 
31  stakes;  depth:  5  ins.;  top:  10  ins.; 
four-rod  or  five-rod  plain  border. 

Brown  and  White  Oval  Garden  Basket. 
— For  oval  bottoms  as  well  as  round  ones,  the 
simple  and  convenient  method  of  threading 
one  set  of  sticks  through  the  other  set  is 
adopted.  The  present  bottom  is  12  in.  by  7  in., 
and  has  four  sticks  14  ins.  long  and  nine  9  ins. 
long,  white.  Thread  the  longer  sticks  through 
the  shorter  ones,  and  arrange  the  latter  as 
follows  :  A  pair  3  ins.  from  ends  of  long 
sticks,  another  pair  at  the  same  distance  from 
other  ends,  and  the  remaining  five  spaced 
singly  between.  The  first  two  pairs  of  rods  in 
bottom  are  white,  remainder  of  pairing,  brown. 
Push  the  tops  of  the  first  two  rods  into  split 
at  the  left  of  the  four  sticks  at  one  end,  and  pair 
round  the  bottom  twice,  treating  the  double 
sticks  and  the  fours  as  single  sticks.  When  the 
butts  of  the  first  two  pair-rods  are  reached  piece 
in  two  more  butts,  and  with  the  third  round 
open  each  of  the  pairs  of  sticks  and  also  divide 
the  fours  into  two  pairs.  Work  another  round 
in  the  same  way,  and  with  the  next  round  open 
out  all  the  pairs  into  singles.  When  the  second 
pair  of  rods  has  been  worked  out  further  pairs 
are  begun  as  in  the  round  bottom,  reverse 
pairing  being  worked  with  each  alternate  pair. 
The  stakes  are  white,  and  one  for  each  stick 
along  sides  will  be  found  sufficient  with  two 
for  each  stick  at  ends.  After  upsetting  with 
white  rods  the  sides,  which  are  upright,  are 
slewed  with  brown  to  a  depth  of  one  and  a 
half  inches,  followed  by  a  white  top  wale  and 
a  track  border.  The  handle  across  from  side 
to  side  is  similar  to  that  of  the  shopping  basket. 


Baby's  Oval  Toilet  Basket. — This  is  of 
buff  with  two  rounds  of  straw  plait  immedi- 
ately below  top  wale.  Bottom  is  12  ins.  by 
8  ins.,  the  same  length  but  one  inch  wider 
than  bottom  of  garden  basket.  To  obtain  this 
additional  width  we  decrease  the  distance 
between  the  outer  pairs  of  short  sticks  and  use 
one  less.  The  basket  is  3  ins.  in  depth  before 
border  ;  has  an  inside  top  measurement  of 
15  ins.  by  10  ins.,  and  a  rope,  track,  plain,  or 
plait  border,  with  a  small  twisted-rod  handle 
put  on  afterwards  at  each  end  of  basket. 

A.  G.  K. 


NATIONAL    LIBRARY   FOR   THE 
BLIND 

A  READING  Competition  will  be  held 
at  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  N.L.B., 
5  St.  John  Street,  Deansgate,  Manchester, 
on  Saturday,  November  6th,  commencing  at  10 
a.m. 

The  competitors  will  be  divided  into  the 
following  classes,  in  all  of  which  they  will  be 
asked  to  read  unprepared  passages  : — 

(1)  Adults  fused  to  reading  aloud)  ; 

(2)  Adults  (not  used  to  reading  aloud)  ; 

(3)  Juniors  (up  to  16  years  of  age)  ; 

(4)  Juniors  (from  16  to  21). 

Arrangements  will  be  made  to  meet  com- 
petitors at  the  stations  if  they  will  kindly  state 
times  of  arrival  when  entering  for  the  com- 
petition. When  entering  their  names,  com- 
petitors should  also  state  : — 

(1)  Age  ; 

(2)  Occupation  ; 

(3)  Whether    they   are   used   to    reading 
aloud. 

Two  prizes  will  be  awarded  in  each  class. 

A  social  evening  commencing  at  6  p.m.  will 
be  arranged  for  competitors  and  their  friends, 
at  which  prizes  will  be  presented. 

Competitors  may  bring  lunch. 

Tea  will  be  provided  for  them  by  the 
Library. 

Hospitality  will  be  provided  for  those  who 
have  to  stay  over  night. 

Two  of  the  prize  winners  will  be  invited  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Branch  on  Thursday,  November  18th,  and  to 
give  exhibitions  of  reading. 
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GREATER    LONDON    FUND    FOR 
THE    BLIND 

THE  month  of  September  has  been  a 
very  quiet  one.  Many  people  took  their 
holidays  late  this  year,  owing  to  the  industrial 
dispute.  The  time  has  been  spent  in  pre- 
paration for  the  annual  ball  at  Hammer- 
smith on  November  5  th,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  this  year  being  Lady  Fulton.  Lady 
Terrington,  whose  untiring  enthusiasm  and 
ready  generosity  were  an  inspiration  to  all  who 
worked  with  her,  will  now  be  living  abroad  ; 
and  Lady  Fulton — a  practical  friend  of  the 
Fund  for  the  last  three  years — has  very  kindly 
consented  to  take  her  place,  both  as  Chairman 
of  the  ball  and  the  social  committees. 

A  new  member  of  the  general  committee  is 
Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Wellington,  a 
photograph  of  whom  appears  on  this  page 
with  the  party  of  blind  folk  whom  she  enter- 
tained at  Ewhurst  Park  during  the  summer. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Williams  addressed  the  members 
of  the  Camberwell  Circle  at  their  general 
meeting  at  the  Town  Hall  on  September  7th, 
and  the  same  Circle  arranged  a  successful 
concert  at  Peckham  on  September  26th.  The 
energetic  secretary,  Mr.  Franklin  Agutter, 
gained  a  full  house  as  usual,  and  the  blind 
artistes  who  provided  the  programme  were 
warmly  welcomed.  The  speaker  was  Mr. 
H.  C.  Preece. 


On  September  nth  an  enjoyable  garden 
party  was  held  in  Haling  Park,  Croydon  (for 
the  second  year  in  succession)  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Fund  and  the  Croydon  Voluntary  Aid 
Association.  The  weather  was  more  pro- 
pitious than  last  year,  and  the  sum  of  £40  17s. 
was  received  by  the  G.L.F.  as  the  half-share 
of  the  proceeds. 


BUCKS    ASSOCIATION    FOR    THE 
BLIND 

THE  annual  report  of  the  Buckinghamshire 
Association  for  the  Blind  shows  South 
Bucks  blind  persons  are  receiving  weekly 
allowances  and  special  grants  varying  from 
£1  to  £\o  in  eighteen  cases  for  help  in  illness, 
arrears  in  rent,  coal,  dental  treatment,  etc.,  and 
at  Christmas  25  blind  persons  received  a 
small  gift  of  money  from  the  Association. 
Thanks  are  due  to  all  who  help  the  Association 
by  visiting  the  blind  persons  and  acting  as 
almoners  when  assistance  is  needed,  and  by 
collecting  subscriptions  and  donations.  The 
funds  of  the  Association  have  received  sub- 
stantial help  from  the  Wraysbury  Carol  League, 
and  also  from  the  Parochial  Church  Councils 
of  Hambleden  and  Denham  for  collections 
made  in  their  respective  churches. 
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18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,   S.W.I. 
LIST  OF  ADDITIONS,    SEPTEMBER,  1926 

FICTION. 

Adams,  H.     By  order  of  the  Five         .  .           .  .  3  vols. 

"  Bartimeus."     The  Great  Security      .  .          .  .  4  vols 

Benson,  E.  F.     Allan       .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  5  vols. 

Burroughs,  E.  Rice.     Tarzan  and  the  Ant-men  4  vols- 

Canton,  W.     Childs'  Book  of  Saints     . .           .  .  3  vols. 

Chambers,  R.  W.     The  Crimson  Tide  .  .          . .  5  vols. 

•Dumas,  A.     Twenty  Years  After           .  .           .  .  10  vols. 

Farnel,  J.     The  Loring  Mystery            .  .           .  .  5  vols. 

Gibbs.  P.     The  Unchanging  Quest        . .          .  .  5  vols. 

Hawthorne,  N.     House  of  Seven  Gables          .  .  5  vols. 

Macaulay,  R.     Petterism            .  .           .  .           . .  3  vols- 

Mackenzie,  Compton.     Rich  Relatives              .  .  5  vols- 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.     The  Watchers           .  .           .  .  3  vols. 

*Miln,  L.  J.     The  Green  Goddess            ..           ..  4  vols. 

Nesbit,  E.     Oswald  Bastable  and  Others         . .  4  vols. 

Nicholson,  M.     War  of  the  Carolinas    .  .           .  .  4  vols. 

Oxenham,  J.     Quest  of  the  Golden  Rose         . .  5  vols. 

Pedler,  M.     Red  Ashes 5  vols. 

Royce,    M.,  and    Others.     'Normous    Saturday 

Fairy  Book        .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  3  vols. 

Sabatini,  R.     Love  at  Arms       .  .           . .           .  .  4  vols. 

Silberrad,  U.  L.     Joe — a  Simple  Soul  .  .           .  .  6  vols. 

Sutherland,  J.     A  Garland  of  Olive      .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

Sutherland,  J.     The  Outsider    ..           ..           ..  3  vols. 

Syrett,  N.     Lady  Jem     .  .          .  .           . .           .  .  4  vols. 

Thome,  G.     House  of  Danger   .  .           .  .           .  .  4  vols. 

Vachell,    H.    A.     Leaves   from   Arcady   (Short 

Stories)  .  .          .  .          .  .           .  .           .  .           .  .  5  vols. 

Wister,  O.     Lin  McLean             .  .           .  .          .  .  4  vols. 

Wylie,  I.  A.  R.     Ancient  Fires               .  .          .  .  6  vols. 

Yorke,  C.     The  Girl  in  Grey      . .           .  .           . .  4  vols 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Barker,  E.     Letters  from  a  Living  Dead  Man  3  vols. 

Besant,  A.     Britain's  Place  in  the  Great  Plan  2  vols. 
Cook,  A.     The  Divine  Calendar  (Study  of  the 

Revelation  from   an   Israelitish   Standpoint)  7  vols. 
Crawford,  F.  M.     Rulers  of  the  South  (Sicily, 

Calabria  and  Malta) 9  vols. 

Dinsmore,  C.  A.     Life  of  Dante  Alighieri        .  .  5  vols. 

("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ") 
Eulalia  of  Spain,  H.R.H.  Infanta.     Court  Life 

from  Within      .  .          .  .          . .          .  .           .  .  3  vols. 

•Gibbon,  Edward,  Autobiography  of  (edited  by 

Lord  Sheffield)               4  vols. 

Haldane,  Miss  E.  S.     Mary  Elizabeth  Haldane 

— a  Record  of  100  Years         .  .          . .          .  .  2  vols. 

Havergal,  F.   R.,  Extracts  from  Memorials  of  2  vols. 

Huxley,  L.     Charles  Darwin      ..          ..          ..  2  vols. 

Menzies,  L.     St.  Margaret,  Queen  of  Scotland  3  vols. 

Morley,  C.     Safety  Pins  and  other  Essays       .  .  4  vols. 

Raymond,  E.  F.     Disraeli,  alien  patriot        . .  6  vols. 

("  E.  W.  Austin  Memorial  Fund  ") 

Woolman,  J.,  Journal  of  (edited  by  A.  Smellie)  4  vols. 
World  Call  to  the  Church  :    Call  from  the  Far 

East        . .          . .          . .          . .          . .          . .  3  vols. 

World  Call  to  the  Church  :  Call  from  India   . .  2  vols. 

Wynn,  W.     Rupert  Lives           . .          . .          . .  2  vols. 

GRADE    I. 

Le  Feuvre,  A.     Miss  Lavender's  Boy   .  .           . .  3  vols. 


GRADE  III. 

Astor,  Lord.     Temperance  and  Politics  . .  1  vol. 

Cable,  G.  W.     True  Story  of  Louisiana  . .  2  vols. 

Davies,  A.   E.     Story  of  the   London   County 

Council  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1  vol. 

Shaw,  G.  B.     Androcles  and  the  Lion  :   A  Play  3  vols 

MOON. 

•Dumas,  A.     The  Black  Tulip 5  vols. 

•Kempis,  Thomas  a.     Imitation  of  Christ         . .  5  vols. 

*  Presented  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

THE  next  examination  for  Gardner  Trust 
Scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  £40, 
tenable  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19,  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  the  4th,  and  Monday,  the  6th  of 
December.  Candidates  must  have  reached  the 
age  of  sixteen  on  or  before  the  date  of  the 
examination,  must  have  resided  in  England  or 
Wales  for  the  last  five  years  and  been  intending 
to  remain  so  resident.  Application  should  be 
made  to  the  Principal  on  or  before  Monday, 
the  1 5  th  of  November,  and  the  forms,  properly 
filled  in  and  completed,  returned  to  the  College 
on  or  before  Saturday,  the  20th  of  November, 
or  the  candidate's  name  will  not  be  placed  on 
the  list. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Nicholson,  of 
Beverley,  Yorkshire,  have  recently 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, who  is  known  as  the  "  Blind  Evangelist," 
has  travelled  throughout  Lincolnshire  and  the 
East  Riding  preaching  the  Gospel.  He  is  now 
connected  with  the  Primitive  Methodist 
Church,  and  frequently  occupies  the  pulpit  at 
Beverley  and  the  surrounding  villages. 


BRAILLE   MISSIONARY   UNION. 

There  are  5,000,000  blind  in  heathen  lands,  as  yet  un- 
touched by  Gospel  endeavour.  The  B.M.U.  supplies 
hand-made  Braille  Scriptures  in  various  languages,  and 
teachers  in  foreign  fields.  Voluntary  Copyists,  blind  or 
sighted,  are  urgently  needed,  and  the  process  is  easily 
learned.  Those  unable  to  copy  might  learn  to  help  by 
checking.  Gifts  of  Braille  writing-boards,  preferably 
large,  would  be  welcome  for  the  Copyists'  League  and 
for  the  blind  abroad. 

Particulars  supplied  by  the  Hon.  General  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Lt.-Col.  Ayerst,  Westbury-sub-Mendip, 
Somerset,  or  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Copyists' 
League,  Miss  Frost,  1  King's  Road,  Walton-by-Clevedon, 
Somerset. 
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BRAILLE     MAGAZINES 

Contents  of  the  October  Numbers 
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Progress. — Mecca — The  Wonderful  Underworld  of  a  Coal 
Mine — Autumn  (Poem) — The  Tree  of  Forty  Crowns — The 
Flower  Show — Correspondence — Matters  of  the  Moment 
— Our  Prize  Competitions — Advertisements — A  Rabbit's 
Luck— Riddles— Dragons— 75,000  Goldfish  Poisoned— 
Dickens'  Origin — A  Page  of  Nuggets — The  Question 
Box — French  Page — "  Tid  'Apa  ".  Supplements  : 
"  Progress  "  Chess  ;  Home  Occupations  for  the  Blind  : 
Knitted  Frock  ;  Announcements.  (Subscription  :  In- 
land and  abroad,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal. — Moliere  and  Bernard  Shaw — The 
Progress  of  Canberra — Gertrude  Bell  in  Bagdad — Some 
Recent  Books — On  the  Sea's  floor — The  Broadcasting 
Voice — A  Hamlet  of  Ghosts — King  Alfred  as  Author 
— Meditation  from  Marcus  Aurelius — Pepys  and  his 
Books.  Supplement  :  Announcements.  (Subscription  : 
Inland    and    abroad,   lis.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Musical  Magazine. — William  Thomas  Best  (concluded) — 
Tuners'  Column — Notes  on  National  Airs — Piano  Music 
for  the  very  Young — Advertisements — Reminiscences 
evolved  by  Bach — The  Miki-Phone — The  Gramophone 
in  School — The  B.B.C.  National  Concerts.  Supplements: 
Braille  Music  Reviews  ;  Announcements.  Insets  : 
Organ  :  "  Borcovicus,"  No.  4  of  "  Scenes  in  Northum- 
berland," by  F.  H.  Wood  ;  Song  ; 
by  J.  Hamilton.  (Subscription  : 
8s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine. — By  the  Editor — Stealing  the  Crown 
Jewels — Handwork  No.  6  :  Things  to  make  for  the 
Home — Famous  Expresses  and  their  Steeds,  No.  3  : 
the  "  Brighton  Belle  "  and  her  sisters — Told  in  Playtime 
— Prize  Competition — The  Common  Garden  Spider — 
Times  go  by  Turns  (Poem) — The  Mole — Sagas  of  the 
Wolf.  Supplements  :  "  Comrades  "  ;  Announcements  ; 
Map  of  the  Irish  Sea.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Massage  Journal. — Fracture  Dislocations  of  the  Upper 
End  of  the  Humerus — Preventable  Deformities  of 
Childhood  and  Adolescence — Books  in  the  Massage 
Library — News  in  the  Massage  World.  Supplements  : 
"  Massage  Journal  "  ;  Inset  :  Muscular  Exercises  ; 
Goitre  ;  Official  Notices  of  the  Chartered  Society. 
Announcements.  (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 


"  The  Cherry  Tree," 
Inland    and    abroad. 


The  Seeker. — Editorial — The  Deaf-Blind,  by  one  who  is 
only  Blind — The  Seven  Words  from  the  Cross,  by  the 
Editor — The  Mystery  Teaching  of  the  Bible  :  VI.,  The 
Symbolism  of  the  Holy  Land,  by  Daisy  E.  Grove — The 
Dramatic  History  of  the  Christian  Faith  :  IV,  Christ  or 
Emperor,  The  Age  of  Martyrdom  (continued),  by  J.  J. 
Van  Der  Leuw — There  is  no  Death,  by  the  Ven.  Basil 
Wilberforce,  D.D. — St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  by  W.  P. 
Swainson — The  Centurion,  by  H.  Osmond  Anderton — 
A  Few  Considerations  on  the  Question  of  the  Origin  of 
Evil,    by    Lord    Ossulston — Dream    of    Light    (Poem). 

The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National  Union  of 
the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — Welfare  of  the  Blind — 
Centrifugal  Force — The  Class  War — News  Items — The 
Poet's  Corner — Correspondence — Favourite  Quotations 
— Stageland — International  Notes — Advertisements  and 
General  Notices — A  Commonplace  Object  with  a  Dis- 
tinguished Past — The  Art  of  Living.  Supplements  : 
Literary  :  "  The  Definition  of  Blindness  "  (concluded)  ; 
"  Wisdom  from  the  Reviews  "  ;  "  Rat  versus  Spider  "  ; 
"On  the  Mountain"  (Poem);  Music:  Three  Famous 
Hymn  Writers,  by  Francis  Gribble  ;  "  Baladin,"  No.  1 
of  "  Marionettes  "  (Piano),  by  Poldini.  Announcements. 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — Canaries  for  Abroad  (Morning  Post) — The 
Swedish  Woman  at  Home  (Morning  Post) — Review  of  a 
New  Book — A  Government's  Little  Balloons — How  the 
Brain  Works  (Daily  Express) — Wrychester  Paradise 
(Chapters  XXV-XXVI),  by  H.  S.  Fletcher— Thought  for 
the  Month — Pluck  in  Many  Countries  (Strand) — Great 
Quail  Exodus.    (Is.  8d.  per  month,  post  free.) 

Braille  Mail. — Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed  Braille. 
It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of  the  world 
and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with  affairs  in  general. 
(Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad.) 

The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad,  lis.  6d.) 


The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in  Moon 
type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news  of  the 
world.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


Moon  Magazine. — A  Horseman  in  the  Sky,  by  Ambrose 
Bierce  (John  o'  London's) — A  Wanted  Man,  by  Luck 
Williams  (Tit-Bits) — Shall  we  Sit  Down  ?  (Answers). 
(Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 


WANTED. — Young  Lady  as  Home  Teacher  and  Visitor  for 
the  Blind  in  the  Macclesfield  district.  Reply  stating 
qualifications,  etc.,  to  Miss  A.  Smale,  15  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  Macclesfield. 


Basket  Instructor  required  to  visit  Blind  Basket  Makers  in 
their  own  homes.  Apply,  stating  wages,  to  Secretary, 
Blind  Institution,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 


THE  BEACON-  Advertisement. 


CHELSEA    OPERATIC    PRODUCTIONS 


CHELSEA    PALACE    THEATRE 

walteTpAyne  King's  Road,  S.W.3  /SSBBh 

November  22nd-27th,  1926 

Evenings  at  8.15  p.m.  Matinee  (Saturday)  at  2.30  p.m. 

First  Performances  of  the  New  English  Opera 

IPPOLITA  IN  THE  HILLS 

Written  and  Composed  by  ADELA  MADDISON 

(from  Maurice  Hewlett's  "Little  Novels  of  Italy") 

MONDAY  WEDNESDAY  FRIDAY 


PUCCINI'S 


MADAM   BUTTERFLY 

TUESDAY  THURSDAY  SATURDAY 

(Matinee  and  Evening) 

Both  Operas  produced  by  T.  C.  FAIRBAIRN 


The    Casts    will    include 

MAGGIE    TEYTE 
TONI   SEITER  ADELAIDE   RIND 

ODETTE   DE   FORAS 

FRANCIS  RUSSELL 

HERBERT  SIMMONDS  BRUCE  ANDERSON 

WILLIAM  HESELTINE 

CONDUCTORS 

ANTHONY   BERNARD  HERBERT  FERRERS 


The  net  profits  of  these  performances  will  be  given  to  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(Regisrered  under  the   Blind   Persons  Act.    1920) 

Patrons  :    HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING         -         -         HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN 

TicketS     (lnTixing)    at   £1/1  A,    12/',    8/6,    5/9,    3/6    (reserved);  and  2/-    (unreserved) 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Imperial  Concert  Agency,    Empire  House.    175   Piccadilly,   W.  1    (Gerrard  5267);    Box 
Office,  Chelsea  Palace  Theatre  (Kensington  9618) ;    Messrs.    Keith   Prowse  ;    and  the  usual   Agencies.      Boxes  by 

Arrangement. 


Printed  by  EDSON  (Printers)  Liirited  (T.U.),  15a  Snringdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London.  N.16,  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

for  the  Blind.  224-6-8  Gt.  Portland  Street  London.  W.l 
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MUSIC 

The    prices   of   the   following  pieces  of   music   are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  three-quarters 
for   the   blind   resident   in   the  British   Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
The  minimum  price  is  6d.  per  copy. 

Church —  5.    d. 

7423  "  The   Sorrows  of  Death  "  and  "  The  Night  is  Departing,"  Tenor  Solo  and  Chorus  (Nos.  6  and  7  of  <:  Hymn  of 

Praise  "),  by  Mendelssohn.      Vertical  score.  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..4     1 

Organ — 

7424  A  Processional  Paternoster,  by  C.  W.  Pearce  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7425  "  Song  of  Triumph  and  Joy  "  (Paean),  by  J.  Warrinder  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7426  Introduction  and  Fugue  in  C  sharp  minor,  by  S.  S.  Wesley  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
Piano — 

7427  Associated  Board  Examination,  1927 — Intermediate  Grade,  List  C  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7428  Sonata  No.  8  in  C  minor,  "  Pathetique,"  Op.  13,  by  Beethoven,  Macpherson's  edition  (Bar  by  bar) 

7429  Chants  Polonais  (Polish  Songs),  Op.  74,  by  Chopin  (arr.  by  Liszt)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7430  "  Rose  Marie  "  Selection,  by  Friml  and  Stothart  (arr.  by  H.  M.  Higgs)  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7431  Twelve  Studies-,  Op.  39,  Book  II,  Nos.  7-12,  by  MacDowell  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7432  '■'  Dance  of  the  Joys,"  by  Norman  O'Neill  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7433  Shulbrede  Tunes,  Nos.  8  and  9,  by  Parry  (Bar  by  bar)  

Dance — 

7434  "  Every  Step  towards  Killarney,"  Song-Waltz,  by  T.  Evans  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 

7435  "  What  about  me  ?  "  Song-Waltz,  by  Russell,  Campbell  and  Connelly  (Bar  by  bar),  pocket  size 
-  Songs- —  - 

7436  "  The  Angler,"  by  Ernest  Bryson  (F  :  Compass  C  to  E'  flat),  pocket  size 

7437  "  Steal  away  "  (Negro  Spiritual),  arr.  by  H.  T.  Burleigh,  (F  :  Compass  F  to  D'),  pocket  size 

7438  "  Nod,"  by  Armstrong  Gibbs  (D  :  Compass  D  to  F') 

7439  "  Where'er  you  walk,"  from  "  Semele,"  by  Handel  (A  flat  :  Compass  E  to  F'),  pocket  size 

7440  "  The  Diver,"  by  E.  J.  Loder  (E  flat  :    Compass  A,  natural  to  D'),  pocket  size 

7441  "  Rose,  softly  blooming  !  "  by  Spohr  (G  :   Compass  D  to  E'),  pocket  size 

7442  "  Rienzi's  Prayer,"  from  "  Rienzi,"  by  Wagner  (G  :   Compass  C  sharp  to  F'  natural) 
Theory — 

7443  700  Musical  Terms — their  correct  pronunciation — alphabetically   arranged  for    quick   reference,   by    Edward 
Watson,  pocket  size  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..18 

BRAILLE  BOOKS 

The   prices    of    the    following  publications    are    subject  to    a    reduction  of    two-thirds    for 
the  blind  resident  in  the  British  Isles,  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

Classics — 
6689     "  Antigone,"  from  the  Seven  Plavs  of  Sophocles,  by  Lewis  Campbell,  M.A.  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  ..46 

7180-7184     "  March  of  the  Ten  Thousand."  A  translation  of  the  "  Anabasis,"  by  H.  G.  Dakyns,  4  vols.  per  vol.     6     6 

History — 
7072-7084     "  The  Groundwork  of  British  History  "  (with  Diagrams),  by  George  Townsend  Warner  and  G.  H.  K 

Marten,  13  vols. per  vol 

6692,  6693     "  Opening  up  of  Africa,"  by  Sir  H.  H.  Johnston,  2  vols. 

Literary   Criticism — 
6708,  6709     "  Landmarks  in  French  Literature,"  by  G.  L.  Strachey,  2  vols. 

Plays — 
6845     "  Atlanta  in  Calydon,"  by  Algernon  Charles  Swinburne 

Poetry — 
6749,  6760     "  Golden  Book  of  Coleridge,"  Introduction  bv  Stopford  A.  Brooke,  2  vols. 
6713,  6714     "  The  Ingoldsby  Legends,"  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Barham,  2  vols 

Travel—  - 
7177-7180     "  With  Lawrence  in  Arabia,"  by  Lowell  Thomas,  4  vols.  per  vol.     6     0 
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MOON  BOOKS 

The  prices  of  the  following  publications   are  subject  to    a   reduction, of   two-thirds  for  the 
blind    resident    in  the  British  Isles  and  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

2547-2551     "  The  Tramping  Methodist,"  by  Sheila  Kaye-Smith,  5  vols.  (Limited  Edition)  .  .  .  .  per  vol.  12     0' 
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Price  3d. 

35.    flR  ANNUM.    POJT   FRKU 


TECHNICAL   AND    RESEARCH    WORK 


n~  N  the  recently-  issued  Annual  Report 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  particular  attention  is  drawn 
to  the  importance  of  the  scientific 
spirit  in  ameliorative  work  for  the 
blind.  Mention  is  made  of  the 
transformation  during  the  past  fifty 
or  sixty  years  in  the  outlook  of  the 
blind  ;  the  dead  wall  raised  by  the 
prejudices,  neglect  and  somnolence 
of  centuries  has  now  been  broken 
down,  and  the  destruction  of  these  barriers  has 
opened  before  the  progressive  blind  vistas 
hitherto  invisible  even  to  the  strongest  hopes 
and  the  firmest  courage.  "  This  revolution  in 
the  blind  world,"  says  the  Report,  "  is  due  to 
continuous  research  work,  the  scientific  ap- 
plication of  its  results,  and  the  scientific 
attitude  of  mind  in  those  interested  in  the 
amelioration  of  the  sightless.  The  invention 
of  Braille  was  the  first  step  in  advance,  and 
since  then  scarcely  a  year  has  passed  without 
the  invention  of  some  definite  means  of  miti- 
gating the  handicap  of  blindness." 

"  The  Institute,"  continues  the  Report, 
"  has  ever  sought  the  aid  of  science  and 
scientific  men  in  its  endeavours  to  solve  the 
many  problems  of  its  work,"  and  the  formation 
and  work  of  the  Technical  and  Research  Com- 
mittee are  described. 

This  Committee  is  composed  of  many  dis- 
tinguished experts  in  the  scientific  world,  and 
its  duties  are  to  examine  and  report  upon  (a) 
existing  and  new  methods  of  producing  Braille 
and  Moon  literature  ;  (b)  new  or  existing  ap- 
paratus for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  blind  ; 


(c)  museums  for  the  blind,  including  apparatus 
for  the  same  ;  (d)  occupations  for  the  blind  ; 
(e)  any  inventions  or  ideas  which  may  be 
utilised  by  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind. 

Even  to  outline  the  many  matters  which 
have  been  considered  and  reported  upon  by 
this  Committee  since  its  formation  would  be 
impossible  in  a  single  article,  so  we  propose 
here  to  review  briefly  the  main  results  of  the 
Committee's  work  during  the  past  year.  But, 
before  doing  so,  it  will  be  perhaps  as  well  to 
name  the  members  of  this  Committee,  who  are 
all  highly  qualified  for  the  technical  and  most 
beneficial  work  upon  which  they  are  engaged. 
The  present  members  of  the  Committee,  which 
meets  once  a  month,  are  as  follows  :  Mr.  H.  D. 
Black,  O.B.E.  ;  Mr.  A.  F.  R.  Cotton  ;  Dr. 
A.  H.  Davis  (representing  the  National 
Physical  Laboratory)  ;  Mr.  Roderick  Denman ; 
Mr.  T.  D.  Hobby  ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Merrick  ;  Sir 
Richard  Paget,  Bt.  (Vice-Chairman)  ;  Miss 
Maud  Stacey  ;  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C., 
C.B.E.  ;  Dr.  W.  S.  Tucker  (representing  the 
Physical  Society  of  London)  ;  Mr.  T.  H. 
Tylor,  M.A.  ;  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Wagg,  O.B.E. 
(Chairman). 

The  principal  matters  dealt  with  during  the 
past  year  are  : — 

1.  Remodelling  of  Braille    Stereotyping   Machines. 

2.  Production  of  Limited  Editions  of  Braille  books. 

3.  Occupations  for  the  Blind. 

4.  Games  for  the  Blind. 

5.  Psycho-physiology  of  the  Blind. 

6.  Embossed  Maps. 

7.  Measures. 

8.  Speaking  Films ;  Gramophone  Records. 

9.  Miscellaneous  inventions. 
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i.  Remodelling  of  Braille  Stereotyping 
Machines. 
The  stereotyping  machines  which  have  been 
used  at  the  National  Institute  for  many  years 
are  now  manipulated  by  the  hands  and  feet  of 
the  blind  operator.  The  hands  work  the  keys, 
while  the  feet  provide  the  necessary  power. 
The  Committee  have  long  recognised  the 
desirability  of  eliminating  the  foot-power 
arrangement,  as  not  only  is  the  operation  of 
these  machines  likely  to  be  fatiguing  to  the 
operator,  with  the  result  that  the  dots  pro- 
duced are  not  uniform  in  distinctness,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  simultaneous  move- 
ment of  the  fingers  and  feet  distract  concen- 
tration on  accuracy.  Accordingly,  a  new  model 
has  been  evolved,  in  which  compressed  air  is 
used  as  the  motive  power.  The  machine  is 
operated  by  means  of  the  pressure  of  the  wrists 
as  the  hands  work  the  keyboard.  Twelve  foot- 
power  machines  at  the  Institute  are  now 
being  converted  into  the  new  type  of  machine, 
and  there  is  every  promise  that  both  work 
and  worker  will  be  materially  benefitted  when 
the  installation  is  completed. 

2.  Production  of  Limited  Editions  of 
Braille  Books. 
Last  month  we  dwelt  upon  some  of  the  many 
difficulties  with  which  a  regular  reader  of 
Braille  is  confronted.  Braille  by  its  bulk  and 
the  costliness  of  its  production  bars  easy  and 
cheap  access  to  the  omnivorous  desires  of  a 
real  reader,  and  one  of  the  most  insistent  and 
understandable  of  a  blind  man's  complaints 
against  the  limitations  of  Braille  is  that,  by 
force  of  economic  factors,  it  must  cater  rather 
for  the  general  reader  than  for  the  specialist. 
Generally  speaking,  it  has  been  found  im- 
practicable to  produce  mechanically  an  edition 
of  less  than  50  copies  of  a  single  work.  Yet 
there  are  many  works  which  a  blind  individual 
would  like  to  possess,  but  which  would  not 
find  a  ready  market  amongst  the  general  blind 
public.  All  agree  that  a  blind  specialist  in 
literature  of  any  type  is  a  person  who,  for  the 
general  good  of  the  blind  community,  should 
be  fostered.  Therefore,  it  has  long  been  recog- 
nised that  the  publication  of  certain  works  in 
editions  limited  according  to  the  presumable 
number  of  purchasers  would  be  very  welcome 
to  the  progressive  blind,  as  to  produce  by 
hand  even  three  or  four  separate  manuscript 
copies  of  such  works  is  a  long  and  tedious 
business.  In  order  to  make  the  wish  father  to 
the  fact  insuperable  difficulties  have  had  to  be 
encountered ;  but  now,  we  are  happy  to  report, 


the  steady  and  painstaking  work  on  these  lines 
of  the  Committee  and  its  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Pyke,  M.A.,  is  at  last  to  be  crowned  by,  at  any 
rate,  a  test.  In  January  next  there  will  be  on 
view  at  the  Exhibition  of  the  Physical  Society, 
Imperial  Institute,  an  apparatus  by  means  of 
which  (it  is  hoped)  any  number  of 
Braille  manuscript  sheets  may  be  produced. 
This  machine,  if  it  survives  the  necessary  tests, 
should  make  practicable  the  production  of 
limited  editions.  Supposing,  say,  we  wish  to 
produce  half  a  dozen  Braille  copies  of  Dryden's 
"  All  for  Love,  or  the  World  Well  Lost,"  a 
work  not  likely  to  be  in  demand  by  other  than 
students  of  dramatic  literature.  If  the  machine 
is  found  to  be  absolutely  satisfactory,  a 
Braille  MS.  copy  of  the  play  will  first  be 
made  on  a  Stainsby- Wayne  Braille  Writer. 
Then,  sheet  by  sheet,  the  original  copy 
will  be  inserted  in  the  new  machine  and 
as  many  copies  as  required  obtained  of  each 
sheet.  Thus,  if  the  original  Braille  copy  is 
retained,  it  should  always  be  possible  to  obtain 
further  copies.  The  machine  works  by  com- 
pressed air,  and  practically  the  only  cost  of 
production,  apart  from  capital  expenditure,  is 
the  wage  of  the  operator.  At  the  moment, 
however,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
machine  is  not  yet  quite  free  from  the  experi- 
mental stage. 
3.     Occupations  for  the  Blind. 

The  examination  of  all  possible  means  of 
employing  the  blind,  especially  in  factories 
amongst  sighted  workers,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  this  Committee.  Pro- 
gress in  this  direction  is  unavoidably  slow,  but 
those  who  advocate  that  there  are  many  indus- 
trial operations  in  which  blindness  is  not  a 
handicap  must  be  considerably  encouraged  by 
results  of  the  last  year's  work.  These  may  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — 

Messrs.  Kodak    of  Harrow  employ    one    blind   girl 

in  envelope  folding  and  counting. 
Messrs.  Pascall,  Blackfriars,  employ  two  blind  girls 

in  sweet  wrapping. 
.Messrs.  Pears,  Islewortb,  employ  two  blind  girls  in 

cardboard-box  folding. 
Woolpack  Hosiery  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.    employ 

six  girls  as  knitters. 

Two  interesting  points  are  revealed  by  these 
results  :  one,  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
more  mechancial  operations  in  factories  are 
accomplished  by  female  labour,  occupations 
have  been  found  for  blind  women  only  ;  the 
other  that  no  mechanical  or  other  adaptation 
has  been  necessitated  by  the  employment  of 
the  blind  by  the  firms  named.  It  is  most  satis- 
factory  to    know   that   employers    of  labour . 
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generally  are  giving  most  sympathetic  con- 
sideration to  the  whole  subject,  and  that,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  existing  industrial  depression, 
many  more  tests  of  the  possibilities  of  blind 
labour  would,  without  doubt,  have  been  made. 

4.  Games  for  the  Blind. 

Games  for  the  blind  have  an  importance 
which  the  strict  utilitarian  may  not  realise. 
But  as  strict  utilitarians  are  proverbially  apt  to 
break  their  heads  against  the  walls  of  their 
own  construction,  we  shall  conclude,  without 
discussion,  that  all  our  readers  agree  that  the 
provision  of  amusement  for  blind  people  equals 
in  importance  the  provision  of  labour.  So  far, 
the  games  most  played  by  the  blind  are  card 
and  board  games.  To  these,  raised  jig-saw 
puzzles  have  been  recently  added,  while  the 
possibilities  of  more  active  games  for  the  blind 
have  been  increased  by  the  invention  of  a  ball 
containing  a  reed  which  when  compressed  by 
contact  with  the  hand  or  foot  emits  enough 
complaint  to  indicate  its  position  to  the  striker. 
Footballs  and  handballs  of  this  description  are 
provided  by  the  Institute,  but  they  have  not 
yet  been  generally  enough  in  use  to  enable  us 
to  pronounce  on  their  effectiveness.  A  card 
score-board  has  also  been  completed  and  is 
now  on  sale,  while  adaptations  of  backgammon 
and  of  more  card  games  are  under  consideration. 

5.  Psycho-Physiology  of  the  Blind. 
This  subject  is  one  of  far  too  wide  a  scope 

to  be  dealt  with  in  a  paragraph.  It  is  engaging 
the  special  attention  of  experts  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  we  hope  later  on  to  deal  fully  in 
these  columns  with  the  matter  in  its  many 
ramifications.  But  we  may  mention  here  that 
at  a  recent  meeting,  Mr.  R.  J.  Bartlett,  lecturer 
in  psychology,  King's  College,  London,  gave 
a  very  interesting  report  on  the  investigations 
he  is  conducting  at  the  Barclay  Workshop, 
following  his  examination  of  the  various 
sensations  experienced  by  blind  individuals. 
He  explained  that  vibrations  on  the  skin 
caused  the  subject  to  get  an  experience  and  to 
distinguish  sounds.  By  this  means  it  was 
possible,  he  said,  to  interpret  sentences  ;  new 
words  which  are  unfamiliar  were  understood 
by  means  of  the  context.  The  maximum 
rapidity  with  which  the  skin  could  detect 
changes  of  vibration  was  1  /2,000th  of  a  second. 
After  an  interesting  discussion  it  was  con- 
sidered that  although  light  could  quite  easily 
be  transformed  to  sound  it  would  be  better  to 
transmute  light  to  touch,  as  it  was  important 
not  to  overload  the  hearing  organs.     Experi- 


ments in  the  first  case,  however,  would  have 
to  be  from  light  to  sound,  and  from  these 
results  it  would  be  possible  to  determine 
whether  an  instrument  could  be  devised  to 
convert  sound  to  touch  at  a  commercial  figure, 
the  instrument  acting  as  an  artificial  eye. 

6.  Embossed  Maps. 

A  new  process  of  making  embossed  maps 
has  been  approved.  In  order  that  these  maps 
should  not  be  overloaded  with  detail,  it  is 
proposed  to  issue  two  maps  for  each  country, 
one  including  mountains  and  rivers,  the  other 
rivers  and  towns.  The  first  maps  published 
will  be  those  of  the  British  Isles  to  be  followed 
by  maps  of  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire. 
The  new  maps  will,  of  course,  be  invaluable 
to  schools  for  the  blind. 

7.  Measures. 

A  recent  addition  to  measures  graduated  in 
Braille  for  the  use  of  blind  people  is  a  thermo- 
meter furnished  with  a  dial  divided  by  embossed 
dots  into  degrees  similar  to  a  Braille  watch,  so 
that  the  fingers  can  tell  the  movement  of  the 
needle.  Owing  to  the  expense  of  manufacture, 
these  thermometers  are  only  made  to  order. 

8.  Speaking  Films  ;  Gramophone  Records. 
Experiments  are  constantly  being  made  with 

films  and  gramophones  in  order  to  find  the 
Philosopher's  Stone  of  the  blind  world — a 
practical  means  of  reading  ordinary  ink-print. 
So  far,  little  result  has  been  obtained,  as  the 
difficulties  of  combining  cheapness  with 
efficiency  in  the  evolution  of  a  practical  method 
are  enormous.  However,  there  is  no  actual 
scientific  negation  of  possibilities  in  this 
direction,  and  each  experiment  made  may  be 
the  Newton's  apple  of  a  new  discovery. 

9.  Miscellaneous  Inventions. 

Many  inventions  are  submitted  each  month 
to  the  Committee.  Although  most  of  these 
prove  impracticable — for  instance,  all  those 
connected  with  the  Morse  code — the  fact  that 
they  are  submitted  is  a  happy  sign  that  the 
blind  are  setting  their  brains  to  work  in  the 
right  direction  and  that  the  existence  of  this 
special  Committee  is  becoming  more  and  more 
widely  known. 

The  above  details,  although  necessarily 
fragmentary,  serve  to  show  all  those  interested 
in  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  blind 
that,  in  the  Technical  and  Research  Committee 
of  the  National  Institute,  the  blind  possess  a 
factor  towards  progress  of  singular  and  in- 
creasing value,  The  Editor. 
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COLLEGE  AND  ASSOCIATION  OF 
TEACHERS  OF  THE  BLIND. 

SCHOOL  TEACHERS' EXAMINATION,  1926 

THE  Eighteenth  Annual  Examination 
for  the  School  Teachers'  Certificate  of 
the  College  and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the 
Blind  was  held  on  October  19th  and  20th, 
in  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage, 
London,  N.W.3,  by  kind  permission  of  the 
Council  of  the  School. 

Eleven  candidates  entered — 7  women  and  4 
men  ;  six  candidates  gained  the  certificate — 4 
women  and  2  men. 

The    results    of  the    examination    and    the 
Examiner's  observations  are  as  follows  : — 
Practical  Braille.    Honours  5,  Passes  4, 
Failure  1. 
The  dictation  paper  was  better  done  than 
the  reading,  but  a  good  average  was  reached 
in  both  subjects.     The  reading,  though  slow, 
showed  less  hesitancy  than  in  former  exami- 
nations. 

Theoretical  Braille.  Honours  5,  Passes 
4,  Failure  1. 
This  was  the  most  thoroughly  known 
subject  in  the  examination.  The  candidates 
(with  one  exception)  showed  a  grasp  of  the 
construction  of  Braille,  and  a  high  average  of 
efficiency  was  reached.  In  recent  years  there 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  papers 
submitted  in  this  subject. 

Arithmetic.  Honours  3,  Passes  5,  Failures  3. 
This  paper  was  not  well  done.  The  com- 
pulsory questions  showed  that  the  Taylor 
frame  and  the  various  positions  of  the  type 
were  well  understood,  but  the  working  and 
arrangement  of  the  examples  were  faultily 
performed.  Candidates  would  do  well  to 
devote  more  time  to  this  subject. 

Theory  of  Education.  Honours  2, 
Passes  7,  Failure  1. 
Two  papers  of  excellent  merit.  The  others 
were  fairly  good  on  the  whole,  but  some  of 
the  answers  were  vaguely  expressed.  One 
candidate  completely  failed  to  comply  with 
the  instructions. 

Practice    of    Teaching.      Honours    1, 

Passes  9. 

The  lessons  were  lacking  in  interest.     The 

candidates  were  vague  in  the  presentation  of 

the  lesson,  and  failed  to  grip  the  attention  of 

the  class. 

Physical  Training.    Passes  2,  Failures  2. 
This  subject  again  failed  to  attract  candi- 
dates who  can  be  said  to  have  a  sound  know- 


ledge   of   the    subject.       Schemes    submitted 
were  generally  poorly  conceived. 

Infant  Handwork.     Honours  1. 

Hand  Knitting.    Honours  3,  Passes  2. 
The  practical  test  was  not  so  well  done  as 
usual.     The  teaching  was  effective.     Schemes 
and  specimens  were  well  graded,  and  showed 
thought  and  excellence  of  workmanship. 

Typewriting.     Passes  4. 
Good  average  papers. 

Hand  Sewing.     Honours  1. 

Braille  Music  Notation.     Honours   1, 
Pass  1. 
Both  candidates  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
Braille    notation.      The    Honours    candidate 
gained  full  marks. 

Shorthand.     Pass  1. 

Woodwork.     Failure  1. 
Standard    of    work    slightly    higher    than 
before,  but  quality  of  work   did  not  merit  a 
pass.     In  the  scheme  of  work  the  gradation 

was  faulty. 

Chair  Caning.    Honours  2,  Pass  1. 
A  decided  improvement  this  year. 
The  successful  candidates  are  as  follows — 
the  number  of  subjects  in  which  they  obtained 
honours  is  shown  in  brackets  : — 

Miss  M.  Baxter  (4)  Mr.  A.  E.  Miller  (1) 
Miss  E.  Garnett  (2)  Mr.  W.  R.  Plear  (5) 
Miss  M.  E.  Jeffs  (4)     Miss  P.  Ramage. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  the  Arthur  Pearson  Prize  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Plear.  Miss  M.  Baxter 
was  proxime  accessit. 

B.B.C.  PROGRAMMES  IN  BRAILLE 

THE  Editor  is  desirous  of  ascertaining 
whether  a  Braille  edition  of  the  British 
Broadcasting  Company's  Programmes,  pub- 
lished weekly,  would  be  of  service  to  blind 
people. 

If  the  idea  should  materialise,  such  pro- 
grammes might  be  somewhat  similar  to  those 
published  in  the  Daily  Mail,  and  the  price 
would  be  6/6  per  annum,  post  free. 

Before  proceeding  with  this  matter,  the 
Editor  invites  readers  to  send  him  their  views 
on  the  subject. 

We  learn  that  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Griffiths,  R.N., 
has  been  appointed  Principal  of  the  Royal 
School  for  the  Blind,  Leatherhead. 
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IN     THE     WORLD     OF     THE     BLIND 

THE    REV.    THOMAS    BURNS,    T.D.,    D.D.,    J.P.,    F.R.S.E. 


NE  of  the  most  familiar  figures  in 
the  City  of  Edinburgh,  and  one  of 
the  most  highly  and  justly  respected 
of  its  citizens,  is  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Burns,  T.D.,  D.D.,  J.P.,  F.R.S.E., 
of  Lady  Glenorchy's  Parish  Church. 
It  has  often  been  remarked  that 
the  busiest  men  find  most  time  for 
great  public 
service.  Dr. 
Burns  is  an 
outstanding  example  of 
the  truth  of  this  saying. 
In  addition  to  the  heavy 
work  entailed  by  the 
charge  of  a  densely- 
populated  city  parish, 
among  the  poorest  in 
the  old  Town,  he  has 
cheerfully  shouldered 
burdens  in  the  interest 
of  the  Church,  the 
State,  and  the  Scottish 
capital,  mainly  in  an 
educational  and  philan- 
thropic direction,  and 
borne  them  in  the 
spirit  of  self-sacrificing 
service  and  with  un- 
tiring energy. 

Though  now  in  the 
5  oth  year  of  his  ministry , 
he  is  still  as  vigorous,  as 
busy  and  as  interested 
as  ever  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  physical,  the 
mental  and  the  moral 
welfare  of  his  country- 
men. 

Dr.  Burns  comes  of 
an  old  Scottish  family 

which  for  many  generations  has  been  ably 
represented  in  the  Church,  the  Navy  and  the 
Army.  He  was  bcrn  at  Mansefield,  Lesma- 
hagow,  in  1853,  being  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Burns,  Minister  of  the  Parish,  and  of 
Agnes  Macleod,  whose  mother  was  one  of  the 
Maxwells  of  Aros  Castle,  Mull,  and  sister  of 
the  mother  of  the  great  Norman  Macleod, 
Minister   of  the   Barony,    Glasgow.      He   re- 
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ceived  his  education  at  the  Glasgow  High 
School,  from  which  he  passed  on  to  Glasgow 
University.  In  1876  he  became  Assistant 
Minister  at  St.  George's  Parish,  Glasgow,  and 
was  ordained  to  Melville  Parish,  Montrose,  in 
the  following  year.  Four  and  a  half  years 
later,  after  a  successful  ministry,  he  was  called 
to  Edinburgh,  and  has  been  upwards  of  45 
years  in  his  present 
parish.  In  1890  he 
married  Miss  Sarah 
Frances  Townsend, 
youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr.  W.  H. 
Murray,  of  Croston 
Towers,  Alderley  Edge, 
and  granddaughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Hugh  Lyon 
Playfair,  St.  Andrew's. 
He  has  two  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

Situated  within  the 
confines  of  his  large  city 
parish  at  the  time  of  his 
coming  to  Edinburgh 
were  the  Workshops 
for  the  Blind  and  a 
large  hostel  for  blind 
workers,  and  both  of 
these  institutions  soon 
aroused  Dr.  Burns' 
active  interest.  To-day 
he  occupies  a  prominent 
position  on  numerous 
public  boards,  and  his 
record  of  work  for  the 
Blind  covers  a  period 
of  33  years,  of  which 
for  32  years  he  has 
occupied  the  position 
of  Chairman  of  the 
Royal  Blind  Asylum  and  School,  Edinburgh. 
Administrative  reform  amongst  the  Blind 
of  Scotland,  particularly  in  Edinburgh,  was 
badly  needed  in  the  year  1893  ;  many  com- 
plaints were  rife  as  to  their  treatment,  and  at 
an  annual  meeting  that  year  of  the  Royal  Blind 
Asylum,  Dr.  Burns  brought  forward  a  motion 
for  the  better  care  and  welfare  of  the  sightless. 
In  a  packed  hall,  at  a  meeting  which  lasted  for 
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two  days,  his  motion  for  reform  was  carried 
by  a  majority,  and  a  new  Board  of  Manage- 
ment was  immediately  appointed,  of  which  he 
himself  was  elected  Chairman.  One  of  his 
first  activities  in  that  capacity  was  to  secure 
for  the  Asylum  a  Royal  Charter  vesting  the 
care  of  the  Blind  in  a  Board  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  City  Council,  the 
University,  the  Education  Authority,  and 
other  public  bodies.  Since  that  time  great 
prosperity  has  prevailed.  Over  £300,000  has 
been  raised  for  new  buildings  and  workshops, 
principally  through  his  efforts,  for  the  care  and 
training  of  the  Blind.  This  is  proof  positive 
of  the  confidence  placed  in  his  management  by 
the  public.  At  the  present  day  the  Royal 
Blind  Asylum  and  School  occupies  a  place  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Edinburgh  and 
Scotland  second  only  to  that  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary. 

The  Industrial  Department  of  this  great 
institution  has  greatly  expanded  its  buildings 
during  recent  years.  Part  of  the  workshops 
were  rebuilt  in  1898  and  1900  ;  but,  even  after 
these  improvements  were  effected,  the  premises 
were  found  to  be  totally  inadequate  for  their 
purposes.  Accordingly,  '.he  workshops  in 
Nicolson  Street  were  sold  a  few  years  ago ; 
extensive  modern  workshops  were  opened  at 
Gillespie  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  and  at  present 
additional  buildings  costing  £3,000  are  being 
erected. 

The  fine  school  at  West  Craigmillar, 
situated  in  beautiful  grounds,  has  also  had 
new  buildings  erected  at  a  cost  of  £5,000  to 
provide  for  the  higher  branches  of  technical 
training.  Thence  several  students  have  passed 
on  to  be  trained  as  teachers  at  the  Provincial 
National  Training  College  for  Teachers  ; 
others  have  passed  to  the  Universities,  where, 
in  taking  their  degree,  they  have  entered  the 
Church,  and  have  distinguished  themselves 
greatly. 

The  Music  Department  is  a  most  successful 
branch  of  the  work  undertaken  at  the  Royal 
Blind  Asylum.  Candidates  are  prepared  for 
the  examinations  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Organists  and  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music, 
and  their  successes  testify  to  the  excellence  of 
the  musical  training  which  they  have  received. 
At  the  recent  graduation  of  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity, one  student  took  his  Mus.  Bac.  degree. 

There  exists  a  Pensions  scheme  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Institution,  applications  for 
which  are  received  from  blind  people  all  over 


Scotland  who  through  age  or  infirmity, 
unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  Institution, 
receive  these  benefits,  and  to  whom  an  annual 
grant  of  from  £4  to  £5  is  of  the  greatest 
possible  use.  It  may  here  not  be  out  of  place 
to  mention  that  Dr.  Burns  has  ever  been  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  voluntary  principle  for 
the  maintenance  of  such  charitable  institutions, 
and  opposes  the  idea  of  their  being  handed 
over  to  State  control,  believing  as  he  does  that 
the  sympathies  of  the  people  should  be  kept 
in  lively  exercise  towards  their  less  fortunate 
brethren. 

His  work  for  the  War-Blinded  started  at  the 
commencement  of  the  War,  when  as  Scotland's 
representative  he  was  associated  with  Sir 
Arthur  Pearson  in  the  latter's  scheme  for  the 
training  of  Blinded  Soldiers  and  Sailors  at  St. 
Dunstan's  Hostel.  Dr.  Burns  soon  realised  how- 
ever, the  need  for  the  formation  of  a  separate 
organisation  in  Scotland,  nearer  the  Scottish 
ex-service  men's  homes.  In  19 16  he  success- 
fully promoted  a  scheme  for  acquiring  Newing- 
ton  House  and  expansive  grounds  in  the  south- 
eastern suburbs  of  Edinburgh,  as  a  home  and 
training  centre  for  Scottish  Blinded  Soldiers 
and  Sailors.  In  deference  to  strong  Scottish 
sentiment,  he  secured  its  independence  as  a 
Scottish  National  Institution  in  19 17  ;  and 
since  then  there  has  been  raised  upwards  of 
£150,000  for  the  purpose,  principally  by 
means  of  Dr.  Burns'  appeals.  The  cause 
could  not  but  fail  to  be  a  popular  one.  "  The 
purpose,"  states  Dr.  Burns,  "  for  which  we 
bought  this  house  was  that  by  its  means  no 
man  trained  at  this  Institution  who 
suffered  in  after  years  through  misfortune, 
bad  health,  or  old  age  should  ever  be  allowed 
to  spend  his  last  days  in  a  Poor's-house,  but 
should  find  this  House  a  permanent  Home, 
provided  for  him  in  gratitude  for  all  that  he 
had  suffered  on  behalf  of  his  country." 

Newington  House  is  still  full,  and  this  Dr. 
Burns  has  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  loss  of 
one  eye  is  frequently  followed  by  that  of  the 
other,  owing  to  insufficient  necessary  pre- 
cautions having  been  taken  at  an  earlier 
stage.  As  an  Army  Chaplain  from  the  first 
days  of  the  War  until  after  the  Armistice,  he 
never  failed  to  impress  upon  Army  authorities 
the  possibility  of  this  occurrence,  which  he 
realised  from  his  long  experience  among  the 
civilian  blind.  "  It  is  regrettable,"  he  avers, 
"  that  my  advice  was  not  followed  more 
frequently,  the  result  being  that   now — years 
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after  the  War  has  ceased — men  who  have 
now  lost  the  sight  of  their  second  eye  are 
still    dribbling    in    for    training." 

At  Newington  House  the  keynote  is  cheery 
sympathy.  The  leisure  hours  are  filled  with 
healthy  recreation  :  concerts,  theatres,  and  a 
weekly  dance  at  the  House  itself  are  very 
greatly  appreciated  and  enjoyed.  Under- 
standing so  well  the  psychology  of  these  men, 
Dr.  Burns  deplores  the  fact  that  so  many 
summer  visitors  to  the  Highlands  and 
other  parts  of  Scotland  where  trained  men 
have  been  set  to  work,  who  in  the  kindness 
of  their  hearts  frequently  visit  them, 
make  the  great  mistake  of  asking  them  many 
questions  as  to  where  and  when  they  lost  their 
sight.  The  effect  is  that  memories  are  awakened 
which  had  better  have  been  left  dormant,  and 
that  for  a  time  the  men  are  incapacitated  for 
their  work.  In  cases  such  as  these,  the  men 
are  brought  back  to  Newington  House,  and 
encouraged  to  join  in  the  dances  and  other 
amusements  provided  there  ;  very  often  a  few 
weeks  suffice  to  restore  them  to  a  saner 
outlook  on  life 

In  all  his  dealings  with  the  civilian  blind  and 
with  the  blinded  soldiers  and  sailors,  Dr. 
Burns  shows  that  kindness  and  common-sense 
for  which  he  is  so  greatly  loved  by  his  parish- 
ioners. His  activities  are  many-sided,  for,  as 
well  as  his  administrative  work  of  various 
kinds,  he  is  the  author  of  numerous  books, 
including  the  following  :  "  Old  Scottish 
Communion  Plate  and  Scottish  Communion 
Customs  (a  pioneer  standard  work)  ;  "  Bene- 
fice Lectures  delivered  at  the  four  Scottish 
Universities  "  ;  "  Life  of  Lady  Glenorchy  "  ; 
"  History  of  Blind  Asylums  "  ;  "  American 
Educational  Institutions  and  Methods  "  ;  and 
other  publications.  He  is  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh, 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Government's  Local 
Board  Advisory  Committee  for  the  Care  of  all 
the  Blind  in  Scotland,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
City  Council's  Committee,  and  late  President 
of  the  Scottish  National  Federation  of  Insti- 
tutions for  the  Blind.  The  splendidly  equipped 
workshops  situated  near  the  famous  Brunts- 
field  Links  will  ever  stand  as  a  monument  to 
the  interest  and  benevolent  industry  of  their 
founder. 

It  may  be  added  that  having  been  presented 
at  Court  some  years  ago,  Dr.  Burns  has  had 
the    honour    and    privilege    of   receiving    on 


several  occasions,  on  behalf  of  the  blinded  in 
Edinburgh,  Their  Majesties  the  King  and 
Queen,  H.R.H.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  Prince 
Arthur  of  Connaught,  and  others,  who  ex- 
pressed their  appreciation  of  the  splendid  work 
accomplished  for  the  blinded. 

During  the  lifetime  of  the  late  Queen 
Alexandra,  Her  Majesty,  through  Dr.  Burns, 
communicated  with  the  institution  on  several 
occasions,  sending  donations  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  her  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
blinded. 

Recognised  as  a  leading  authority  in 
Scotland  on  all  matters  connected  with  the 
welfare  of  the  blind,  it  is  hoped  that  Dr. 
Burns  will  long  continue  his  splendid  work  on 
their  behalf,  One  who  knows  and  works 
with  him  writes  : — 

"  His  is  a  record  of  which  any  man  might 
be  proud.  We  have  unequivocal  testimony 
from  the  city  of  his  activities  that  his  fellow- 
countrymen  are  proud  of  him." 
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HINTS    FOR    CHRISTMAS 

WE  again  call  our  readers'  attention  to 
the  fact  that  suitable  Christmas  gifts 
of  all  descriptions  are  obtainable  at  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  Great  Portland  Street. 
A  number  of  useful  articles  are  enumerated 
in  this  month's  "  Hints  for  the  Guidance  of 
Home  Visitors,"  and  attention  is  also  called  to 
the  Jig-Saw  Puzzles  described  in  last  month's 
issue.  New  games  include  those  of  Solitaire 
and  Centrepeg,  price  2/6  each.  Solitaire  has 
been  cleverly  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  blind, 
pegs  being  used  instead  of  marbles,  whilst 
Centrepeg  is  the  same  game  arranged  for  two 
players.  India-rubber  squeaking  balls  are 
among  the  novelties,  and  these  are  obtainable 
at  2/6  and  6/-  each. 

Readers  are  reminded  how  greatly  blind 
people  appreciate  a  Christmas  greeting  which 
they  can  read,  and  that  Christmas  cards 
with  Braille  messages  are  again  purchasable  at 
prices  ranging  from  2d.  to  1/-,  whilst  plain 
correspondence  cards  with  Braille  greetings 
cost  only  one  penny.  The  price  of  Christmas 
cards  with  messages  in  Moon  type  is  3d. 

There  is  a  wide  selection  of  Braille  books 
and  music,  of  which  particulars  appear  each 
month  in  the  covers  of  The  Beacon. 
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OPERA  AT  CHELSEA 

LAST  month  a  week  of  opera  took  place 
at  the  Chelsea  Palace  Theatre  in  aid  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  Puccini's 
"  Madam  Butterfly "  was  given  on  alternate 
nights  with  "  Ippolita  in  the  Hills,"  a  new 
opera,  of  which  both  libretto  and  music  were 
composed  by  Mrs.  Adela  Maddison.  On  the 
afternoon  of  Saturday,  27th,  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  graciously  attended  a  matinee  of 
"  Butterfly,"  thus  evincing  once  again  her 
appreciation  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
Institute,  and  on  the  opening  night  Princess 
Helena  Victoria  was  present. 

In  the  role  of  "  Butterfly  "  both  Mesdames 
Maggie  Teyte  and  Anita  Desmond  received 
vociferous  applause.  They  were  ably  sup- 
ported by : — Mesdames  Toni  Seiter  and 
Winifred  Cartwright ;  Messrs.  William 
Heseltine,  Francis  Russell,  Arthur  Cox,  Charles 
Draper,  Herbert  Simmonds,  Bruce  Anderson, 
Gilbert  Clucas,  Seymour  Holden  and  Maurice 
Webb.  Miss  Rosamond  Barnes  took  the  part 
of  the  child. 

Owing  to  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Ferrers,  Mr.  Charles  Webber  conducted. 
The  whole  performance  was  one  not  easily  to 
be  forgotten. 

"  Ippolita  in  the  Hills  "  is  founded  on  one 
of  Maurice  Hewlett's  romantic  "  Little 
Novels  of  Italy,"  and  lends  itself  excep- 
tionally well  to  dramatic  treatment.  Miss 
Odette  de  Foras  gave  an  excellent  interpre- 
tation of  the  part  of  Ippolita,  as  did  Herbert 
Simmonds  as  Matteo  and  Francis  Russell  as 
Pilade ;  whilst  Mesdames  Dorothy  Neville 
White  and  Adelaide  Rind,  and  Messrs.  Bruce 
Anderson,  Bertram  Ayrton  and  Charles 
Draper  proved  themselves  equal  to  their 
difficult  tasks.  A  delightful  feature  was  a 
Grecian  ballet,  in  which  the  Nine  Muses  were 
represented  by  Society  ladies,  and  little  girls 
danced  delightfully  as  Ippolita's  attendants. 
Mr.  Anthony  Bernard  conducted.  Both  plays 
were  produced  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Fairbairn,  and 
the  ballet  was  arranged  by  Miss  Euphan 
MacLaren. 

DEATH    OF    MR.    ILLINGWORTH 

IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to 
record,  as  we  go  to  press,  the  death  of 
Mr.W.  H.  Illingworth,  at  the  Nook,  Mundford, 
Norfolk.      For    22    years    Superintendent    of 


Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Mr. 
Illingworth  was  a  great  educationalist  and 
took  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  the  problem 
of  the  employment  of  the  blind.  Prior  to 
his  activities  at  Henshaw's,  he  gained  wide 
experience  in  matters  relating  to  the  blind  at 
Craigmillar  School  for  the  Blind,  of  which  he 
was  the  headmaster.  For  some  time  he  has 
been  in  poor  health  and  he  retired  last  March 
to  take  his  well-earned  rest.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  children,  to  whom  we  tender  our  heart- 
felt sympathy. 


NEW   WORKSHOPS    FOR   THE 
BLIND 

ON  the  2nd  November  the  new  Workshops 
for  the  Blind,  erected  by  the  Cleveland 
and  South  Durham  Institute,  were  opened  at 
Middlesbrough  by  Sir  H.  Kingsley  Wood, 
M.P.,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

The  workshops,  which  have  been  com- 
pletely and  fully  equipped  for  the  use  of  the 
blind  of  the  southern  half  of  the  County  of 
Durham  and  of  Cleveland,  have  cost  approx- 
imately £11,500,  and  of  the  amount  already 
voluntarily  subscribed,  the  sum  of  £4,000  has 
been  provided  by  the  workmen  of  the  Tees- 
side.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  60 
men,  40  women,  and  20  trainees. 

Declaring  the  new  institute  open,  Sir 
Kingsley  Wood  said  the  fact  that  in  spite  of 
the  industrial  depression  the  workers  of  Tees- 
side  had  contributed  £4,000  towards  its 
erection,  was  a  striking  example  not  only  of 
the  generosity  of  the  British  worker  but  of  the 
belief  of  the  country  as  a  whole  in  the  volun- 
tary movement. 

Never  before  had  so  much  money  been  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  the  blind.  The  grants 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  had  increased 
from  £69,886  in  1921-22  to  £103,994  in  1925- 
26.  In  addition  local  authorities  had  provided 
£127,593  as  compared  with  £14,671  in  1921-22. 
In  1923-24  the  total  income  from  voluntary 
sources  was  £401,701,  a  record  for  the 
country. 

Sir  Kingsley  commended  the  work  of  the 
new  institution,  and  paid  a  personal  tribute  to 
Mr.  J.  J.  Burton,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  and  with  whose 
name  the  new  buildings  would  always  be 
associated. 
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SOME    SUGGESTIONS    FOR    THE    GUIDANCE    OF 
VOLUNTARY     VISITORS     TO     THE     HOMES     OF 

THE    BLIND 

III.    APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


T  is  as  well  for  the  visitor  of  the 
blind  to  know  where  to  obtain  the 
many  articles  which  have  been  made 
for,  or  adapted  to  the  use  of,  the 
blind,  for  work  and  recreation. 

First  and  foremost  in  this  category 
come  books  for  the  blind.  These  are 
published  and  sold  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-6-8 
Great  Portland  Street,  W.i,  which 
is  the  largest  Braille  publishing 
house  in  the  world.  Braille  books  are  also 
obtainable  from  the  Royal  School  for  the 
Blind,  West  Craigmillar  Park,  Edinburgh,  and 
books  can  be  loaned  from  the  National 
Library  for  the  Blind,  18  Tufton  Street, 
Westminster  ;  northern  branch,  5  St.  John 
Street,  Deansgate,  Manchester.  Included  in 
the  volumes  to  be  obtained  from  these  libraries 
are  Braille  and  Moon  works,  books  in  foreign 
languages,  and  music.  Home  visitors  should 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  conditions  of 
borrowing,  and  should  assist  in  the  despatch 
of  the  volumes  when  finished  with. 

Watches  specially  adapted  for  the  use  of  the 
blind  are  useful,  and  a  source  of  great  pleasure 
to  those  who  can  afford  to  buy  them.  In  the 
case  of  Braille  watches,  the  quarter  hours  are 
represented  by  two  small  dots,  the  remaining 
numbers  by  one  large  dot,  and  the  hands  are 
strengthened  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  blind.  A  variety  of  these  watches  is 
obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  from  which  the  following  apparatus 
can  also  be  had  : — 

Frames  for  pen  or  pencil  writing,  as  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  article.  A  considerable 
number  of  blind  people  carry  on  their  corres- 
pondence by  means  of  typewriters,  the  use  of 
which  was  originally  intended  for  the  sightless. 
The  only  necessary  addition  to  an  ordinary 
typewriter  is  a  Braille  scale,  as  blind  people 
achieve  very  good  results  by  touch.  In  many 
cases,  however,  the  price  of  a  typewriter  is 
beyond  the  purchasing  power  of  the  blind 
person  in  question,  and  the  frames  in  which 
notepaper  can  be  inserted  will  be  found  most 


useful  for  those  who  have  not  forgotten  how 
to  write.  They  are  obtainable  at  the  Institute 
at  prices  varying  from  1/-  to  4/-  each. 

For  the  blind  who  have  learnt  Braille  there 
are  frames  for  writing  by  means  of  that 
system,  and  also  a  varied  assortment  of  styles 
for  punching  the  holes,  and  erasers.  There 
are  also  writing-machines  which  have  greatly 
simplified  the  writing  of  Braille,  in  that  by 
means  of  the  six  keys  the  entire  character  can 
be  made  in  one  operation  by  the  writer.  The 
keys  travel  from  right  to  left,  and  a  bell  gives 
warning  when  the  end  of  the  line  is  approach- 
ing. The  price  of  this  machine  is  £3  10s. 
Braille  paper  can  be  obtained  in  three  different 
qualities  at  5d.,  4d.  and  3d.  per  lb. 

For  the  blind  needlewoman  special  needles 
are  on  sale,  and  also  tape  measures  in  which 
the  inches  are  indicated  in  Braille. 

There  are  specially  adapted  tools  for  the 
blind  shoemaker,  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of 
the  blind  tuner,  Braille  shorthand  machines 
for  the  blind  stenographer,  and  geometrical 
and  other  appliances  for  the  blind  student. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  there  are  a 
variety  of  games  for  the  blind  :  Dominoes 
with  raised  pips  ;  cards  with  the  denomina- 
tions marked  in  Braille  at  top  and  bottom  ; 
chess  and  draughts  adapted  for  the  blind  ; 
puzzles,  and  many  other  games.  A  full  and 
complete  description  of  the  articles  mentioned 
above  as  well  as  of  other  appliances  is  con- 
tained in  the  catalogue  issued  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  price  4d.,  for  which 
the  intending  home  visitor  is  advised  to  apply 
*  *  *  * 

It  is  hoped  that  the  intending  visitor  of  the 
blind  will  derive  a  little  help  from  the  above 
suggestions  which  we  have  tried  to  make  as 
brief  and  as  simple  as  possible.  The  principal 
asset  is  a  fund  of  common-sense,  and  ability 
to  help  will  grow  with  increasing  experience. 
The  visitor  will  find  in  this  work  much  that  is 
cheering,  much  that  is  depressing,  but  all  of 
absorbing  interest.  Of  the  usefulness  of  the 
work  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  so  we  wish 
the  prospective  home  visitor  "  God-speed." 
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OBITUARY 

Miss  Laura  R.   Douglas-Hamilton 

WE  have  received  the  following  loving 
account  of  the  work  of  the  late  Miss 
Laura  Douglas-Hamilton  and  her  passing  : — 

Miss  Laura  B.  Douglas-Hamilton,  who 
was  called  above  for  higher  service  on 
September  7th,  had  devoted  a  great  part  of 
her  earthly  life  in  ministering  to  the  blind 
and  endeavouring  in  every  way  to  promote 
their  welfare  both  physically  and  spiritually. 
Her  work  was  begun  and  carried  on  in  full 
consecration  to  God,  and  in  every  step  of 
the  way  she  was  guided  and  taught  by  His 
Spirit.  Her  energy  was  untiring,  and  her  zeal 
in  the  cause  never  flagged.  Being  an  expert 
Brailliste  she  herself  compiled  both  a  dictionary 
and  grammar  in  that  type,  and  instructed  many 
to  read  and  write  it.  She  also  started  an  "  Eyes 
to  the  Blind  "  Society,  and  was  the  pioneer  of 
perfect  work  made  by  the  blind,  which  entailed 
much  labour,  patience  and  perseverance  ;  but 
she  so  far  succeeded  that  after  a  length  of  time 
some  of  the  best  firms  in  London  bought  up 
some  of  the  lovely  coats  and  garments  made 
by  her  blind  girls. 

During  the  War  Queen  Alexandra  examined 
carefully  a  parcel  of  the  work  sent  for  her 
inspection,  and  asked  Miss  Douglas  Hamilton 
to  tell  "  her  poor  people  that  she  was  enchanted 
with  their  work,  and  considered  it  was  not  only 
wonderful  but  beautiful."  The  Queen  also 
said  "  it  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  Miss  Douglas- 
Hamilton  to  feel  that  by  devoting  her  life  as 
she  did  to  instructing  and  helping  the  blind, 
she  was  thereby  the  direct  means  of  bringing 
them  relief  if  not  happiness."  Her  Majesty 
afterwards  gave  an  order  to  "  Eyes  to  the 
Blind  "  for  Red  Cross  shirts,  etc.,  that  she 
herself  wished  to  send  to  our  wounded 
soldiers  and  sailors  at  home  and  abroad. 

That  God's  blessing  rested  on  this  society 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  for  "  Eyes  to  the  Blind  " 
became  a  brilliant  success,  and  was  so  skilfully 
organised  that  when  handed  over  to  Barclay 
Homes,  Miss  Douglas-Hamilton  was  able  to 
give  them  £1,100  in  cash,  wool  amounting  to 
about  the  same  value,  many  ready-made 
garments,  and  a  good  deal  of  useful  furniture. 
Her  work  was  a  labour  of  love,  for  she  never 
would  take  any  salary,  much  as  it  was  needed  ; 
and  this  accounts  in  part  for  the  large  balance 
in  hand  when  her  society  was  transferred  to 
the  Barclay  Homes. 


As  latterly  she  kept  nine  machines  in  con- 
stant use,  many  sales  were  needed  for  the  large 
output,  which  entailed  an  enormous  amount 
of  fatigue  for  Miss  Douglas-Hamilton,  who 
wore  herself  out  in  her  indefatigable  efforts  to 
bring  this  about.  Her  last  long  illness,  borne 
with  sweet  patience,  ended  in  a  glorious  sunset. 
She  lived  so  very  near  to  God  that  looking  on 
the  happy  face  beaming  with  unearthly  joy, 
after  her  pure  spirit  had  winged  its  flight  to 
Heaven,  one  felt  that  surely  she  must  have 
had  immediate  entrance  into  His  Presence  and 
heard  the  "  Well  done  "  for  which  her  soul 
had  so  longed. 

Nigh,  so  very  nigh  to  God, 

I  could  not  nearer  be  ; 
In  the  Person  of  His  Son 

I  am  the  same  as  He. 

These  words,  though  scarcely  audible,  she 
was  heard  saying  to  herself  on  her  sick  bed. 

May  the  noble,  self-sacrificing  life  just  closed 
be  an  example  and  inspiration  to  those  who 
had  the  privilege  of  knowing  her,  and  a 
fragrant  memory  to  many  who  whilst  mourning 
her  irreparable  loss,  can  yet  rejoice  in  her  in- 
estimable gain. 

Radiant  was  her  smile  in  death, 
God's  peace  upon  her  brow  ; 

Pure  as  the  lilies  on  her  breast 
She  shines  in  glory  now. 


Mr.  J.   E.    Gregory 

'E  regret  to  record  the  death  from 
pneumonia  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Gregory,  who 
for  the  past  twenty-three  years  occupied  the 
position  of  General  Secretary  of  the  National 
League  of  the  Blind.  Mr.  Gregory  served  the 
organisation  with  zeal  and  conspicuous  ability. 
He  was  for  a'considerable  period  Chairman  of 
the  Operative  Stonemasons'  Society  (London 
District)  and  formerly  Chairman  of  the 
London  Trades  Council.  We  tender  to  his 
family  our  sincere  condolences. 

*  *  * 

AS  we  go  to  press  news  comes  to  us  of 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Burns,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  an  account  of  whose  life  and 
work  appears  on  page  5  of  this  issue.  We 
tender  to  Dr.  Burns  our  heartfelt  condolences 
in  his  great  bereavement.  Mrs.  Burns  will 
be  sorely  missed  by  the  members  of  the  large 
congregation  of  Lady  Glenorchy's  Church, 
and  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
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FREE  WIRELESS  LICENCES  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

IN  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  ioth 
November,  Captain  Ian  Fraser,  M.P. 
(St.  Pancras)  Chairman  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
moved  the  first  reading  of  his  Wireless 
Telegraphy  (Blind  Persons  Facilities)  Bill. 
Following  is  the  verbatim  report  from  Hansard 
of  the  speech  in  which  Captain  Fraser 
introduced  his  Bill. 

Captain  Fraser  :  I  beg  to  move 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 

to  facilitate  the  use  of  wireless  telegraphy 

by  the  blind." 

The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  provide  blind 
persons  with  free  licences  for  the  use  of 
broadcast  receiving  apparatus.  It  is  an  object 
which  I  earnestly  hope  will  appeal  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House  as  good.  I  understand 
that,  had  the  Wireless  Telegraphy  and  Signal- 
ling Bill  of  1925  been  proceeded  with,  a  clause 
would  have  been  inserted  in  that  Bill  to  secure 
this  object  ;  but  Parliamentary  time  made  it 
impossible  for  that  Bill  to  become  an  Act,  and 
the  clause,  therefore,  could  not  be  inserted. 
The  clause,  however,  was  prepared,  and  the 
Government  Broadcasting  Committee,  which 
reported  in  the  Spring  of  this  year,  endorsed 
the  proposal  that  blind  persons  should  have 
these  free  licences.  The  Broadcasting  Com- 
mittee contemplated  that  its  main  recommen- 
dations affecting  the  future  control  of  broad- 
casting in  this  country  would  be  carried  into 
effect  by  statute,  and  had  that  taken  place, 
there  would  have  been  a  Bill  before  Parliament 
in  which  a  clause  to  bring  about  the  object  I 
desire  could  have  been  included.  As  it  is,  there 
is  no  current  or  proposed  Bill  by  means  of 
which  this  gift  can  be  made,  and  I  am  conse- 
quently venturing  to  provide  this  opportunity 
to  the  House,  which  I  earnestly  hope  it  may 
see  fit  to  take. 

The  Bill  falls  into  two  clauses,  the  first  of 
which  enables  the  Postmaster-General,  subject 
to  such  restrictions  and  conditions  as  are 
usually  imposed  in  the  issue  of  these  licences, 
to  issue  the  licences  free  to  the  blind,  instead 
of  exacting  10/-  per  licence  from  them.  The 
second  clause  merely  defines  blind  persons. 
When  account  is  taken  of  those  blind  persons 
who  are  too  young  to  enjoy  or  use  wireless, 
of  those  (unfortunately  a  large  number)  who 
are  mentally  deficient,  and  of  those  who  reside 
in  public  or  charkable  institutions  or  schools, 
there    remains    a    relatively    small    number    of 


possible  beneficiaries — not  more  than  25,000 
or  30,000  persons,  including  1,500  ex-service 
men.  The  outside  maximum  loss  of  revenue 
could  not  exceed  £1 5,000  or  £20,000.  It  must 
be  obvious  that  that  is  a  very  outside  estimate, 
for  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
100  per  cent,  of  those  persons  who  may  be 
eligible  for  benefits  would  in  fact  have  wireless 


receivers. 


The  Bill  has  the  approval,  I  gather,  of  many 
institutions  for  the  blind  throughout  the 
country,  and  I  have  learned  that  there  are  large 
numbers  of  blind  people  who  would  very 
greatly  appreciate  this  gift  if  it  were  made  to 
them.  There  is  another  point  in  regard  to 
finance  which  is  of  very  great  significance.  I 
am  able  to  state  that  the  Treasury  see  no 
objection  to  the  Bill.  I  hope  that  any  doubts 
which  hon.  members  may  have  had  in  regard 
to  finance  may,  perhaps,  be  removed  by  that 
statement.  The  Ministry  of  Health  and  also 
the  Post  Office  have  approved  the  draft,  and 
nothing  stands  in  the  way  of  the  fulfilment  of 
this  desire  except  the  question  of  time.  I  have 
no  time  to  plead  the  case  for  this  Bill,  and  the 
interest  which  some  of  my  friends  have  been 
good  enough  to  take  in  it  leads  me  to  suppose 
that  it  is  not  necessary.  But  there  are  three 
reasons  why  I  have  raised  this  question.  The 
first  is  that  in  my  opinion  there  are  no  means 
so  useful,  or  so  full  of  potential  usefulness,  as 
broadcasting  for  adult  self-education,  and 
there  is  no  class  in  the  community  so  limited 
in  its  ability  to  undertake  self-education  as  the 
blind  community.  There  is  no  other  class  that 
is  unable  of  its  own  volition  to  read  the  daily 
newspapers,  and  no  class  so  cut  off  from  the 
normal  entertainments  which  the  ordinary  man 
and  woman  can  enjoy  in  the  evening  hours. 
Lastly,  there  is  much  that  can  be  done,  and  I 
hope  will  be  done,  to  alleviate  the  material  and 
mental  condition  of  the  blind  people  of  this 
country.  But  while  this  Bill  does  nothing  to 
meet  many  of  the  needs,  it  does  do  something 
to  facilitate  the  use  by  these  people  of  an 
invention  which  means  much  more  to  them 
than  to  any  other  class  in  the  community.  I 
am  introducing  this  Bill  now  for  this  one 
reason — namely,  that  I  believe  there  is  a  real 
good  chance  of  it  becoming  law  before 
Christmas,  and,  that  being  so,  I  earnestly  ask 
for  the  support  of  all  parties  in  the  House  in 
order  that  this  result  may  be  achieved. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Captain 
Fraser,     Major    Astor,     Mr.     Walter     Baker, 
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Captain    Wedgwood    Benn,    Major    Ruggles- 
Brise,    Major   Cohen,    Mr.    William   Graham, 
and  Mr.  Macquisten. 
The  Wireless  Telegraphy  (Blind  Persons 

Facilities)  Bill, 
"  to  facilitate  the  use  of  Wireless  Telegraphy 
by  the  Blind,"  was  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  First  time. 

It  had  a  second  and  a  third  reading,  and  we 
are  glad  to  learn,  as  we  go  to  Press,  that  the  Earl 
of  Crawford  and  Balcarres  has  undertaken  to 
pilot  the  Bill  through  the  House  of  Lords. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  Bill,  we  quote 
as  follows  : — 

"'  The  Bill  proposes  that  where  a  person 
satisfies  the  Postmaster-General  that  he  is  a 
blind  person  within  the  meaning  of  the  measure 
a  licence  to  establish,  maintain,  and  work  a 
wireless  telegraphy  station  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  messages  only  may  be  granted  to  him 
by  the  Postmaster-General,  subject  to  such 
terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions  as  the 
Postmaster-General  may  think  fit,  but  without 
payment  of  any  fee.  A  blind  person  is  deemed 
to  mean  any  person  not  being  resident  in  a 
public  or  charitable  institution  or  in  a  school, 
who  produces  to  the  Postmaster-General  a 
certificate  issued  by  the  council  of  the  county 
or  of  the  county  borough  in  which  he  is 
ordinarily  resident,  that  he  is  registered  as  a 
blind  person  in  that  area." 

GREATER  LONDON  FUND  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

REFRESHED  after  belated  holidays,  the 
"Helpers  of  the  Blind"  have  set  to 
work  with  a  will  to  support  the  work  of  the 
Fund  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months. 

Quite  a  large  number  for  an  afternoon 
meeting  came  on  October  8th  to  hear  about 
the  Chelsea  Opera  Week.  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Towse  received  the  guests,  who  were  invited 
to  meet  Dame  Madge  Kendal  (President  of  the 
Theatrical  Committee),  who  appealed  to  all 
present  to  buy  tickets  or  get  their  friends  to  do 
so.  Lady  Fulton,  who  was  warmly  welcomed 
on  her  first  appearance  as  Chairman  of  the 
Social  Executive  Committee,  also  spoke. 
Mrs.  Adela  Maddison,  the  composer  of  the 
new  opera,  "  Ippolita  in  the  Hills,"  described 
briefly  how  she  came  to  write  the  opera. 

At  another  very  helpful  party  given  by 
Lady  Fulton  at  the  house  of  Lady  Cable  on 
October  26th,  Miss  Faith  Celli  described  the 
attractions  of  the  Guy  Fawkes  Revel,  and  Mr. 
Anthony     Bernard,     who     conducted      Mrs. 


Maddison's  opera,  described  that  work  from 
the  conductor's  point  of  view.  Captain 
Towse  told  eloquently  how  both  these  events 
would  help  the  blind. 

The  "  H.O.B."  members  have  also  been 
active  in  their  own  districts  ;  Chelsea  are 
planning  a  dance  at  the  New  Chenil  Galleries 
to  take  place  on  December  3rd.  Mrs.  Sidney 
Boys  organised  a  produce  stall  in  the  Old 
Market  Place,  St.  Albans,  which  was  opened 
by  the  Mayor,  the  Mayoress  acting  as  one  of 
the  saleswomen.  A  successful  concert  was 
arranged  at  East  Sheen  on  the  25  th,  the  pro- 
duction being  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Edith  Hays,  Miss  Winifred  Copperwheat, 
L.R.A.M.,  violinist,  and  Miss  Norah  Easter, 
L.R.A.M.,  pianist,  gave  both  solo  and  concerted 
works.  Lambeth  Circle  was  re-formed,  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  Alderman  Bragg,  ex- 
Mayor  of  the  Borough,  in  place  of  the 
present  Mayor  who  was  unable  to  be  present. 

A  fine  concert  was  given  by  the  blind 
artistes.  The  same  evening  and  on  the  29th, 
Wanstead  Circle  collaborated  with  Mrs.  Alger 
in  organising  dramatic  performances  of  "  The 
Admirable  Crichton."  Delightfully  played 
and  perfectly  organised,  these  performances 
resulted  in  a  sum  of  £  5  o  being  handed  to  the 
Fund.  Edmonton  has  organised  two  dances, 
Camberwell  one  on  the  27th,  and  Romford 
Circle  have  found  a  new  Secretary  in  place 
of  Mr.  James,  whose  retirement  is  much  to 
bs  regretted. 

The  Fund  has  lost  by  death  one  of  its  most 
valuable  helpers  in  the  person  of  Mr.  William 
Upton  Taylor,  who  has  organised  Golders 
Green  so  successfully  on  "  Geranium  Day  " 
for  the  past  three  years. 

A  new  Circle  was  formed  at  Edgware  on 
the  nth.  Mr.  Mann,  Chairman  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  presided  ;  he  also  accepted 
the  Chairmanship  of  the  Circle,  and  has  found 
an  energetic  Secretary. 

The  Concert  Party  provided  an  excellent 
programme  at  Coulsdon  (arranged  by  Mr.  C.  J. 
lies),  and  at  Park  Street,  near  St.  Albans, 
organised  by  Mrs.  Hopkinson.  At  this  latter 
meeting  a  number  of  the  audience  responded 
to  the  appeal  made  from  the  platform  to 
become  Helpers  of  the  Blind,  and  Mrs. 
Hopkinson  consented  to  act  as  Secretary  of 
the  small  but  enthusiastic  Circle  thus  formed. 
Several  members  of  the  party  assisted  as 
before  at  the  annual  concert  organised  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Fund  by  the  Wandsworth 
Memorial   Orchestra. 
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BEAD    WORK 


S  Christmas  approaches,  our 
thoughts  naturally  turn  to  the 
subject  of  presents,  and — except  in 
the  case  of  a  very  few  fortunate 
individuals — to  the  question  of  how 
much  we  can  afford  to  spend  on 
them.  Perhaps  we  are  inclined  to 
lay  too  much  stress  on  this  side  of 
the  question,  and  maybe  we  some- 
times lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
simplest  and  most  inexpensive  of 
presents  is  better  than  no  present  at  all.  And 
if  that  simple  little  token  is  made  by  the  loving 
hands  of  the  giver,  it  will  surely  be  valued  by 
the  recipient  as 
much  as  the 
most  costly  of 
his   gifts. 

The  suggest- 
ions  in  this 
article  may  help 
some  to  solve 
the  problem, 
particularly  in 
the  case  of  their 
younger  femi- 
nine relatives 
and  friends  ;  for 
where  is  the 
little  maid  to 
whom  a  bangle 
or  necklace  of 
brightly-colour- 
ed beads  will  not 
appeal  ? 

The  work  is  not  difficult,  consisting  as  it 
does  for  the  most  part  in  the  simple  threading 
of  beads  in  a  given  order,  the  various  shapes 
and  colours  in  use  being  kept  in  separate  little 
boxes. 

Once  again  the  writer  is  indebted  to  the 
Dryad  Handicrafts  for  the  use  of  their  loan 
collection  of  bead  work  and  of  their  bead 
loom.  In  addition,  most  of  the  information 
given  here  is  obtained  from  their  book, 
"  Wooden  Beads  and  their  Uses." 

Work  done  with  the  very  small  beads  known 
as  seed  beads  is  perhaps  more  suitable  as  a 
handwork  subject  in  schools  than  as  a  home 
occupation ;  but  interested  readers  can  obtain 
full  information  on  this  branch  of  bead  work 
from  school  suppliers  such  as  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Co.,  and  Messrs.  Charles  and  Co.     The  beads 


Necklace;  Tassel;  Opera  Bag;  Fe 
Hand 


used  here  range  in  size  from  the  small  round 
bead  about  six  to  the  inch,  to  the  large  oval, 
pear,  or  cone  shape  about  three  quarters  of  an 
inch  in  length. 

In  addition  to  articles  made  entirely  of 
beads,  the  latter  can  be  used  with  pleasing 
effect  in  conjunction  with  other  materials. 
Examples  of  such  use  are  :  coloured  beads 
threaded  on  to  the  stakes  or  uprights  of  pulp 
cane  baskets  ;  a  bead  tassel  hanging  from  the 
bottom  of  a  string  bag  ;  a  round  of  beads 
stitched  to  the  top  of  a  raffia  basket  to  form  a 
border.  Bead  fasteners  are  also  used  on  many 
fancy  articles,   and  there  are    of  course,   the 

many  ways  in 
which  beads 
can  be  used  in 
needlework. 

We  will  con- 
fine  ourselves 
here,  however, 
to  one  or  two 
examples  of 
things  made  en- 
tirely of  beads. 
These  examples 
are  given  to 
show  methods 
and  need  not  be 
strictly  follow- 
ed, as  the  shapes, 
sizes      and 

RDINAND,  THE  CALENDAR    MAN .     (DRYAD  ColoUTS       of      the 

TS'^  beads     can     be 

varied  almost  indefinitely. 

A  Bead  Necklace. — This  is  composed  of 
the  small  round  beads  referred  to  above  with 
three  groups  of  larger  round  and  square  beads, 
one  at  the  centre  of  bottom  part  of  necklace 
and  one  on  either  side.  The  small  beads  are 
arranged  in  groups  of  four  white  and  eight 
saxe-blue  alternately,  the  larger  round  beads 
are  black  and  the  square  ones  yellow.  Fine 
mercerised  cotton  is  used  for  the  threading, 
and  after  56  small  round  beads  have  been  put 
on,  the  first  side  group  is  added  as  follows  :  a 
small  square,  a  large  round,  a  medium  square, 
a  large  round,  and  a  small  square.  Now 
follow  16  small  round,  and  then  the  central 
group  as  follows  :  a  small  square,  a  large 
round,  a  medium  square,  a  large  round,  and 
then  a  large  square  which  is  the  central  piece 
of  the    necklace.      The    remaining   half  is    a 
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repetition  of  the  foregoing,  but  in  reverse 
order,  and  the  necklace  is  completed  by  tying 
the  ends  of  cotton  securely  together  at  the  top. 

A  Bead  Tassel. — This  has  three  "  tails," 
each  threaded  on  black  linen  thread  as  follows, 
beginning  at  the  top  :  nine  small  round,  a 
pear  shape,  a  large  round,  and  a  small  round 
through  which  the  thread  is  passed  to  be  taken 
back  through  the  other  beads  to  top  again. 
The  two  ends  of  thread  from  each  tail  are  then 
passed  through  a  large  square,  a  large  round, 
and  lastly  a  small  round  immediately  above 
which  they  are  tied  together.  They  are  then 
divided  into  two  halves,  the  threads  of  each 
half  twisted  about  each  other,  and  again  tied 
together  to  form  a  loop  for  hanging  purposes. 
These  tassels  are  used  for  the  adornment  of 
quite  a  number 
of  things — lamp- 
shades, hand 
bags,  and  the 
like. 

ferd  i  nan  d, 
The  Calendar 
Man.— F  e  r  d  i- 
nand  (the  name 
seems  appro- 
priate) is  nor- 
mally some  four 
inches  in  height, 
but  as  his  main 
office  in  life  is 
to  carry  a  calen- 
dar suspended 
from  his  out 
stretched     legs, 

his  height  is  shortened  and  his  movements 
curtailed  somewhat  thereby.  Ferdinand — and 
likewise  Percy,  Diana,  Horace,  and  the 
rest  of  the  bead  family — can,  however,  be  sent 
into  the  world  minus  a  calendar,  and 
truly  quaint  and  amusing  little  figures  they 
are.  A  large  round  bead  is  used  for  the 
head,  and  if  a  white  one  can  be  painted 
by  a  friend  to  resemble  a  face,  so  much  the 
better  ;  the  body,  arms  and  legs  may  be  com- 
posed of  beads  selected  to  suit  the  fancy  of  the 
maker.  The  method  of  threading  is  the  same 
for  all  figures,  and  is  as  follows  :  Thread  the 
ends  of  a  long  strand  of  cotton  into  two  fine 
darning  needles,  one  end  in  each  needle. 
Thread  one  needle  through  a  small  round  bead 
and  draw  the  bead  along  to  the  centre  of  the 
thread.  Then  pass  both  needles  through  the 
head  of  the  figure,  and  then  through  a  small 
round  bead  which  forms  the  neck  and  which 
must  be  in  a  horizontal  position  to  allow  of  the 


arms  being  attached  to  it  later.  To  accomplish 
this,  one  needle  is  passed  through  from  one  side 
and  the  other  needle  from  the  other  side,  the 
threads  crossing  in  the  bead.  Next  comes  the 
body  and  then  another  small  round  bead  in  a 
horizontal  position  to  which  is  now  attached 
the  legs.  These  are  done  in  a  similar  way  to 
the  tails  of  a  tassel,  the  thread  turning  round 
the  last  bead  and  passing  back  again  to  the  top. 
Both  needles  are  now  passed  up  the  body,  out 
at  either  side  of  the  neck  bead,  and  the  arms 
added  in  the  same  way  as  the  legs.  Lastly,  the 
needles  are  taken  through  head  of  figure  and 
out  at  either  side  of  the  small  bead  at  top  over 
which  the  two  threads  are  knotted  together, 
and  again  a  little  higher  up  to  form  a  loop. 
Bead  Weaving. — For  this  a  small  and  in- 
expensive bead 
loom  is  used, 
and  some  fascin- 
a  t  i  n  g  things 
such  as  bags, 
bracelets,  and 
hat  ornaments 
can  be  made,  the 
work  seeming 
to  be  well  with- 
in the  scope  of 
the  sightless. 

A.  G.  K. 


Dryad"   Bead  Loom,   showing  the  making  of  a   Bracelet. 


BRAILLE  MUSIC  CATALOGUE 

OUR  sighted  readers  would  render  real 
service  to  their  blind  friends  if  they 
would  inform  them  that  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  has  now  published  a  complete 
list  of  all  its  Braille  music  in  a  Braille-type 
catalogue,  divided  into  five  separately  pub- 
lished sections,  each  of  which  can  be  obtained 
for  6d.  The  various  sections  are  :  (i)  Church 
music  (2  parts)  ;  (2)  Organ  music  ;  (3)  Vocal 
(2  parts)  ;  (4)  Pianoforte  ;  (5)  Dance  music  ; 
theoretical  works,  etc. 

WIRELESS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

AS  a  result  of  the  appeal  for  wireless  sets 
and  headphones  for  blind  people,  the 
following  have  been  received  up  to  nth 
November: — 61  crystal  sets,  54  headphones. 
The  following  have  now  been  distributed  : — 
281  sets,  447  headphones,  195  licences,  and 
42  aerials. 
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Wilts  County  Association  for  the 
Blind. — On  March  31st  of  this  year 
there  were  575  persons  on  the  register  of  this 
Association.  By  means  of  an  agreement  with 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  joint 
collections  of  this  Association  and  the  Insti- 
tute are  now  made  on  a  pre-arranged  basis. 

Last  October  a  Home  Teacher  was  appointed 
with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  appoint  a  second  teacher 
when  the  funds  permit. 

*  *  *  * 

BLACKBURN  AND  DISTRICT  WORKSHOPS  FOR 
the  Blind. — The  Annual  Report  of 
these  Workshops  is  encouraging  in  that  it  is 
recorded  that  unemployment  was  not  so  rife 
as  in  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  blind 
persons  employed  (including  a  collector,  a 
home  visitor,  and  home  workers)  was  46  ;  the 
sales  amounted  to  nearly  £7,000 — an  increase 
of  approximately  £1,000  on  those  of  last  year. 
During  the  year  a  workroom  for  blind  women 
was  provided.  Wages  paid  to  blind  workers 
totalled  £2,060.  Close  on  £1,700  was  paid  in 
augmentation  and  grants.  The  Home  Visitor 
paid  1,119  visits  and  gave  142  lessons  in  the 
usual  subjects. 

*  *  *         * 

East  Ham  Welfare  Association  for  the 
Blind. — This  Association  now  has  125 
cases  on  its  register.  An  important  develop- 
ment during  the  period  under  review  was  the 
appointment  by  the  Council  of  a  Home 
Teacher,  who  has  made  1,393  visits,  and  given 
lessons  in  Braille,  Moon,  basketry,  knitting  and 
crochet.  A  new  departure  in  regard  to  social 
work  was  the  formation  of  a  Blind  Club,  which 
is  held  at  the  Church  Army  Social  Centre, 
Barking  Road. 

Among  the  grants  received  by  this  Associa- 
tion were  the  following  : — £50  from  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ;  £20  from  the 
Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  ;  £1 3  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  ;  £50  from  East  Ham 
Council  ;  and  £25  from  East  Ham  Education 
Committee. 

*  *  *  * 

Staffordshire  Association  for  the 
Blind. — Since  the  definite  division  of  the 
county  last  May,  the  work  of  this  Association 
has  been  greatly  simplified.  The  North 
Stafford  Committee  undertakes  the  whole  of 
the  North  Stafford  area  ;   the  Southern  part  is 


served  by  the  Workshops  Committees  in 
Wolverhampton  and  Walsall,  and  the  centre 
of  the  county  is  under  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Staffordshire  Association. 

The  total  number  of  the  blind  persons  in  the 
entire  county  is  1,313,  and  the  whole  register 
is  kept  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  this 
Association.  A  Home  Visitor  has  been 
engaged,  and  50  new  cases  have  been  added  to 
the  register.  The  sum  of  £73  has  been  distri- 
buted to  deserving  necessitous  cases  in  weekly 
grants  of  5/-  or  2/6.  Grants  received  included 
£135  from  the  Ministry  of  Health;  £128 
from  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  ;  £50 
from  the  Birmingham  Institution  for  the  Blind ; 
£50  from  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ; 
and  £25  from  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind. 


West  of  England  Institution  for  the 
Blind. — The  86th  Annual  Report  of 
this  Institution  records  that  during  the  year  it 
has  undertaken  the  education  of  45  blind  boys 
and  37  blind  girls  between  the  ages  of  5  and  16, 
whilst  18  persons  over  the  age  of  16  have  been 
instructed  in  various  handicrafts.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  school  subjects,  boot  repairing, 
music,  dancing,  gymnastics,  swimming  and 
woodwork  are  taught.  The  Institution  also 
employs  17  adults  in  the  workshops.  There 
were  some  outstanding  successes  in  the  Music 
Department,  where  a  new  three-manual  organ 
which  was  erected  during  the  period  under 
review  has  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  pupils. 

The  two  branches  of  work  (Horn;  Teaching 
and  Home  Working)  have  now  been  separated; 
that  of  Home  Visiting  and  Home  Teaching 
in  the  County  of  Devon,  other  than  the  neces- 
sary visiting  to  the  registered  home  workers, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  control  of  the 
Devon  County  Association  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind.  This  also  relates  to  the  County  of 
Dorset,  of  which  the  Home  Teaching  and 
VisLing  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Dorset 
County  Association.  The  home  workers  in 
these  counties,  as  well  as  those  in  the  portion 
of  Somerset  which  is  worked  by  this  Institu- 
tion, remain  under  its  supervision.  The 
number  of  home  workers  is  now  44. 

The  Committee  express  appreciation  of  the 
contribution  of  £500  received  from  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  sum  of 
£1,399  was  received  in  legacies  during  the  year 
under  review. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

To  the  Editor. 

Sir, — I  was  deeply  interested  in  your 
editorial  article  under  this  head,  but  there  still 
remain  questions  to  be  faced. 

(i)  How  far  does  a  blind  man  wish  to  buy 
books  at  all.  It  seems  to  me  that  partly 
owing  to  two  lacks — lack  of  cash  and  lack  of 
room — he  will  have  to  reduce  his  private 
library  to  a  minimum,  and  it  is  for  the  pub- 
lishing houses,  I  think,  to  print  very  few  books, 
but  to  see  that  the  desire  for  those  books 
eventuates  in  purchase.  For  the  rest,  we  must 
frankly  admit  that  the  blind  man,  like  his 
sighted  fellow,  prefers  to  depend  upon  a 
library  for  most  of  his  reading,  and  it  is  for  the 
librarian  to  determine  what  amount  of  printing 
will  supply  a  librarian's  demand. 

(2)  What  books  should  be  printed  and  what 
produced  by  hand.  What  you  have  said  in 
your  article  seems  to  apply  to  the  printed  book, 
but,  in  the  case  of  manuscripts,  the  length  of  a 
book  would  appear  to  matter  little  ;  for 
instance,  I  have  always  been  glad  that  the 
National  Library  gave  me  the  chance  of 
reading  Boswell.  We  are  mistaken  if  we  think 
that,  for  the  ordinary  reader,  the  manuscript 
book  has  had  its  day. 

Walter  H.  Dixson. 
Oxford.     Nov.  6th,  1926. 

The  Editor,  Beacon. 

Sir, — The  present  production  of  Ibsen's 
"  Rosmersholm  "  at  a  West  End  theatre  recalls 
to  my  mind  an  occurrence  which  may  be  of 
interest  to  you. 

Some  three  or  four  years  ago,  this  play  was 
produced  at  a  small  repertory  theatre  in  a 
provincial  town,  and  the  present  writer  was 
cast  for  the  part  of  Mortensgore,  the  Editor 
of  a  paper  which  figures  somewhat  promin- 
ently in  the  play. 

The  name  of  this  paper  is,  I  believe,  trans- 
lated into  English  in  more  than  one  form,  but 
in  the  edition  of  the  play  used  by  us  (Every- 
man Library,  I  think)  it  is  given  as  the  Beacon. 
What  happened  will  be  obvious.  I  got 
together  several  copies  of  the  Beacon  (your 
Beacon),  and  these  were  used  on  the  stage 
during  the  week's  run  of  the  piece.  The 
reporter  of  the  local  paper  made  reference  to 
the  lengths  to  which  realism  had  been  taken, 
"  even  to  having  copies  of  the  actual  Beacon." 

Yours,  etc., 

Regular  Reader. 


ADDITIONS      TO      STUDENTS*     LIBRARY 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE   FOR  THE  BLIND 

Author.                      Title.  Vols. 

BIOGRAPHY. 
Goethe.     C.  H.  Hereford 1 

CLASSICS. 

Aristophanes.     Plutus  (Trans.)              . .          .  .  . .  1 

Aristotle.     Ethics  (Trans,  by  Chase)    .  .          .  .  . .  5 

Horace.     Satires  (Trans,  by  F.  G.  Bristowe)  .  .  . .  1 

Sophocles.     Ajax  (Trans,  by  J.  H.  Haydon)  .  .  .  .  1 

Xenophon.     Memorabilia            . .           . .          .  .  .  .  2 

ECONOMICS. 

Laski,  H.  S.     Karl  Marx  1 

Snowden,  P.     The  Living  Wage  . .  . .  . .        2 

ENGLISH    LITERATURE. 

Swift.     Prose  Writings    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .        5 

HISTORY. 

Merivale,  C.     The  Roman  Triumvirates  .  .  . .        3 

Waugh,  H.  D.     Monarchy  and  the  People      . .  . .        1 

PHILOSOPHY. 
Aristotle.     Ethics   (Trans,   by  Chase,   Ed.    by   G.   H. 
Lewis).      (Also  under  Classics) 

POETRY   AND    DRAMA. 
Dryden,  J.     Aureng-zebe 

POLITICAL    SCIENCE. 

Mugge,  M.  A.     Treitschke 

SCIENCE. 
Shearcroft,  W.  F.  F.     Story  of  the  Atom 

THEOLOGY   AND    RELIGION. 

Dearmer,  P.     Everyman's  History  of  the  Prayer  Book  2 

Eddy,  M.  B.     Science  and  Health         7 

Royden,  Maude.     Prayer  as  a  Force    .  .  . .  .  .  1 

"=$» 

GUILD    OF    BLIND    GARDENERS 

THE  Annual  Prize-giving  for  competi- 
tions in  gardening  for  boys  and  girls 
at  the  Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  Leather- 
head,  was  held  at  the  School  on  the  26th 
October  in  the  presence  of  a  large  gathering. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt  (National  Institute  for 
the  Blind)  kindly  presented  the  prizes,  and 
afterwards  addressed  the  school.  Addresses 
were  also  made  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Richards  (Hon. 
Treasurer  of  the  Guild)  and  the  Rev.  E.  H. 
Griffiths  (Principal  of  the  College)  and  others. 

At  the  conclusion,  the  guests  were  kindly 
entertained  to  tea  by  the  Principal. 


NATIONAL    LIBRARY    FOR   THE 
BLIND 

18  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,   S.W.L 

IN  order  to  prevent  disappointment  and 
ensure  the  delivery  of  extra  consignments 
of  books  from  the  National  Library  at  Christ- 
mas time,  readers  are  asked  to  notify  the 
Secretary  that  extra  books  will  be  needed  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  month  of  December, 


F 


DC 


0=1 


HOC 


IPC 


:dc 


3DC 


3QC 


HDC 


BRAILLE     MAGAZINES 

Contents  of  the  November  Numbers 
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Progress.— The  Gleaners— The  Victory  of  Petrol— My 
Fourth  Visit  to  Stockholm — The  Blind  and  Wireless 
Licences — Braille  Correspondence  Classes — Our  Prize 
Competitions — Correspondence — Matters  of  the  Moment 
— Advertisements — Do  Animals  Dream  ? — How  I  heard 
Charles  Dickens  Read — To  an  Orange  (Poem) — A  Page 
of  Nuggets— The  Question  Box — French  Page— A  Quiet 
Day.  Supplements  :  "  Progress  "  Chess  :  Home  Occu- 
pations for  the  Blind  :  Knitted  Frock  (continued)  ; 
Announcements.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad, 
5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Literary  Journal.— Joseph  Conrad  :  Man  and  Artist— 
The  Men  of  the  Trees— Can  Dialect  Survive— The  Blind 
and  Wireless  Licences — Braille  Corrrespondence  Classes 
— Who  are  our  Greatest  Living  Writers  ? — Some  Recent 
Books — Translation  and  the  Translator — Our  Authors 
.in  Vienna.  Supplement  :  Announcements.  (Subscrip- 
tion :    Inland  and  abroad,  lis  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

School  Magazine.— By  the  Editor— In  the  Primeval 
Jungles  of  the  Amazon — Handwork,  No.  7 — Laying  the 
Cable— The  Chief  Scout  Yarns — Playing  with  Wild 
Beasts  at  the  London  Zoo — Told  in  Playtime— Prize 
Competitions — How  did  the  Salmon  Go? — What  are 
Gospel  Oaks  ?  Supplements  :  "  Comrades  "  ;  An- 
nouncements ;  Map  of  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean.  (Sub- 
scription :  Inland  and  abroad,  3s.  6i.  per  annum,  post 
free.) 

Musical  Magazine.— Carillons— Christmas  Music  in  the 
N.I.B.  Catalogue — Liverpool  Cathedral  Organ — Braille 
Correspondence  Classes — Song-Writers  of  the  Day. 
Supplements  :  Braille  Music  Reviews  ;  Announcements  ; 
Insets  :  Piano  :  Shulbrede  Tunes,  Nos.  8  and  9,  by 
Parry;  Song:  "  Nod,"  by  Armstrong  Gibbs.  (Subscrip- 
tion :   Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free.) 

Massage  Journal. — Blood-Pressure — A  Matter  of  Interest 
to  Masseuses — News  in  the  Massage  World — Braille 
Correspondence  Classes — The  Blind  and  Wireless 
Licences.  Supplements:  "Massage  Journal"  Inset: 
Aphasia  and  Kindred  Disorders  of  Speech  ;  Common 
Fractures  of  the  Elbow  Joint  in  Children  ;  Official 
Notices;  Announcements.  (6d.  per  copy,  6s.  per  annum, 
post  free.) 


The  Tribune  (the  Official  Organ  of  the  National  Union  of 
the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland). — Editorial  Notes — News  Items — The  Bi- 
nomial Theorem — The  Properties  of  the  Circle — The 
Poet's  Corner — International  Notes — Favourite  Quota- 
tions— Correspondence — Book  Review  :  "  Debits  and 
Credits  " — Stageland — Advertisements  and  General 
Notices — Sayings  of  the  Month — Special  Conference  of 
the  National  Union  of  the  Blind — Music.  Supplements  : 
Literary  :  "  How  much  land  does  a  man  require  ?  "  ; 
Music  :  "  Bishop  and  Hymn  Writer,"  by  Francis 
Gribble.  "  Good-Bye,"  Song,  by  Tosti ;  Announce- 
ments. (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 

Santa  Lucia. — The  Church's  Loveliest  Outpost — Review 
of  a  New  Book — Enjoying  Leisure — Mass  for  the  Souls 
of  Oysters — Wrychester  Paradise  (Chapter  XXVII),  by 
J.  S.  Fletcher  (concluded)— The  New  Serial— Gabriel 
Samara  (Book  I,  Chapters  I,  II),  by  E.  Philips  Oppen- 
heim — Thought  for  the  Month — The  Lost  Barges  of 
Memi  ("  The  Green  ") — Those  to  whom  we  owe  the  Most. 
(Is.  8d.  per  month,  post  free.) 

Braille  Mail. — Issued  every  Friday  in  interpointed  Braille. 
It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  giving  the  news  of  the  world 
and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with  affairs  in  general. 
(Subscription  :  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad.) 


The  Braille  Packet  is  a  monthly  magazine  containing 
articles  culled  from  various  periodicals.  (Subscription  : 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  abroad,  lis.  6d.) 

Moon  Magazine. — Old  Trinidad — The  Things  which  are 
Caesar's.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  9s.  6d. 
per  annum,  post  free.) 

The  Moon. — A  newspaper  issued  every  Wednesday  in  Moon 
type.  It  gives  a  concise  summary  of  the  news  of  the 
world.  (Subscription  :  Inland  and  abroad,  8s.  8d.  per 
annum,  post  free.) 


WANTED.—  Supervisor  of  Home  Workers.  Knowledge 
of  hand  and  round-machine  knitting  desirable.  Salary, 
(150-/.200  according  to  qualifications  and  experience. 
Applications,  stating  age,  experience  and  qualifications, 
together  with  three  recent  testimonials,  should  be 
forwarded  not  later  than  December  10th  to  the 
Director,  Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Old 
Trafford,  Manchester. 

Certificated  Teacher  of  the  Blind,  graduate  of  Royal  Normal 
Training  College,  almost  fully  sighted,  desires  appoint- 
ment in  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Address  :  Fred 
Rothwell,  9  Co-operation  Street,  Bacup,  Lanes. 


WANTED.— Certificated   Home   Teacher    for    the    Blind. 

Apply  to  the  Secretary,  Cumberland  and  Westmor- 
land Home  and  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  22  and  24 
Lonsdale  Street,  Carlisle. 

WANTED.— Home  Teacher  for  Coventry  Society  for  the 
Blind  ;  preferably  a  woman  with  full  sight  and  ex- 
perience of  the  work,  and,  if  possible,  in  possession  of 
the  Home  Teachers'  Certificate.  Wages,  £3  per  week. 
Apply,  Mrs.  Staner,  Thanet  House,  St.  Patrick's  Road, 
Coventry. 


THE  BEACOU— Advertisement. 


Games  and  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 

obtainable  at  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.l 


GAMES    FOR    THE    BLIND.— Draughts,    Russian   Fives,    Chess,   Chess  and  Draughts   Outfit,    Cheery 
Families,  Bridge  and   Whist  Cards,  Patience  Cards. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  BLIND.-  1  Correspondence  Tablets  ;  2  Brailletie  Board  ;  3  Pocket  Postcard 
Writing  Frame ;  4  Two-lined  Pocket  Guide  for  Giant  Dots;  5  Four-lined  Pocket  Frame ;  6  Two-lined 
interlining  Pocket  Guide;     7  Brass  Foot  Rule;     8  Tape  Measure;     9  Spur-wheel;     10  Braille   Watch; 

11   Compasses. 


Printed  hv  EDSON  (Printers)  Limited  (T.U.),  15a  Springdale  Road,  Stoke  Newington.  London.  N.16.  and  published  by  the  National  Institute 

for  the  Blind.  224-6-8  Gt    Portland  Street   London   W.l 
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